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feeding incurred. And if infection becomes

PIG HORMER

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
RIFERENCE DEPT.

in Pigs:

Do you know these basic facts?
1

There are four types of worms.

harmful effects of large roundworm
(ascaris). But stomach worm (Hyo-
strongylus), nodular worm (Oesophago-
stomum) and lungworm (Metastrongylus)
dangers, are not so well known. Today,
these three worms are probaply more
important than the large roundworm as a
major cause of loss in productivity. In
recent years piperazine has been used to
control roundworm, and has been
combined with other drugs to control
stomach and nodular worms.

But none of these preparations

control lungworm,

2 Long before worms show, they

can cripple herd performance.
Sows can eat greedily, but fail to
make proper use of the food. So infected
sows rarely produce enough milk to suckle
bonhams proper'y. Result ? Growth rate

reduced and needless expense on extra

heavy, you can suffer ruinous bonham
losses. et
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Most pig farmers are well aware of the

two or three worm types.

Use a wormer which copes with a//
types of worm. [rregular dosing with
outdated preparations may notonly
endanger herd health, but can be largely
ineffective. If you are going to dose at all,
then it makes sense to do the job properly
4 wormer that includes full activity

against lungworms.

Not only that, but it removes both mature
and immature worms of all important types.
It can safely be given to young, heavily
infected pigs and to in-pig gilts and sows.
Itis free-flowing, easy to measure, and
pigs like the taste of It, In both dry ana
wet meal. Get the full facts from [CI's

hooklet, obtainable from your supplier or
the address below.

3 Most pig farms show infestation by

ICl's Pig Wormer is the only pig

ICl (Ireland) Ltd.,
5-9 South Frederick St.,

r“ Dublin 2. Tel : 771831

e it FORMULA : Tetramisole, Hydrochloride 1 0% w/w,

Lactose 87.3% w/w, Acacia (powder) 2.7 w/w.
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RIGHT APPROACH

E have said it before, but it is worth repeating again—
hurling and Gaelic football are among the finest field
sports in the world.

The month of July is an ideal one to present the games to
the best possible advantage. The concluding rounds of the
interest-packed Provincial Championships, big crowds, colour,
glamour, excitement . . . the basic requirements are there to

. ensure that hurling and football come across in a way that earns
the admiration and respect of all.

Players, officials and.supporters all have their roles to play.

The approach of the players in fact is the most vita]l of
all. Many are prone to persistent fouling, and this is hitting
the games as spectacles. A greater emphasis on intelligent,
skilful play all round would work wonders for both hurling and
football.

At official level, good public address systems, well-appointed
scoreboards, programmes, punctual starts and the strict enforce-
ment of the ten minutes interval rule are among the details
that, attended to in an efficient way, add to the enjoyment and
the status of the major Championship fixtures.

Spectators can sfrike a further bright note by co-operating
with the stewards, and displaying a balanced sense of fair-play.

In short, let’s have the right approach from all concernea
in Gaelic Games and so help to ensure that the '74 champion-
ships campaign will reflect credit to the Association, officials,
players and spectators.

HOMER NODS . ..

ONE of the difficulties facing a monthly publication like GAELIC

SPORT 1is that sometimes due to printers’ deadlines we are faced
with a situation that prevailed last issue. Cork, after their brilliant
display against Limerick in taking the League title, were fixed to
play Waterford in the first round of the Munster Championship, coin-
ciding with our printing of the magazine.

We had requested Mick Dunne to survey the Munster hurling
scene and how he saw the 74 Champilonship working out in the
months ahead. Mick, knowing that our June issue would be on sale
after the Cork v Waterford game had been decided, presumed that
Cork would beat Waterford, and wrote his article in anticipation of
a Cork victory.

But just as in the world of racing where the so-called certainties
sometimes get beaten, similarly in hurling the same situation can
apply.

To all our readers we apologise for making a wrong presumption.

COVER PHOTO:
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"€ EAN Foley is close to being one of the great hurlers of the age,’” writes

Jim Bennett on page 9 of this issue. Jim spotlights the career of the
great Limerick hurler whose outstanding displays in the green jersey played
no small_ part in the great Limerick victory march through 1973, -
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AT McGRATH (Waterford), Ger Power (Kerry) and Michael
Laffey (Sligo) share top billing in this month’s charts, in which
all four provinces are renresented in an unusually wide line-up of

counties.

What’s more, the tables present a refreshing ‘“new look”

in that only two of the men rated—Eddie Keher and John O’Keeffe—
collected points earlier in the year.

Pat McGrath is out on his own
in hurling. Waterford had a
number of bright stars in their
shock Munster Championship win
over Cork at the end of May, but
the roving McGrath’s quality hur-
ling was one of the best features
of that success, and earns for him
a narrow lead over a four-man
squad that includes two of his
county-mates—Pat O’Grady and
Martin Hickey.

Declan Hanniffy was a star of
another of the upsets of the cur-
rent Championships — Offaly’s
win over Dublin hurlers. His
non-stop work in the middle of
the park did much to fashion
that upset win.

The new B Championship 1n
hurling may not be capturing the
headlines in a big way, but there
have been some good individual
displays, nonetheless. Among
three of the men who have been
active in this Champilonship and
who now find favour is Terry
Cleary, -a stalwart at left full
back for Hertfordshire in their
draw with Antrim in the semi-
final at Casement Park.

In football, the dominate feat-

ure of the period under review
was Kerry’s resounding win over
Roscommon in the Nationa]
League final replay. The trans-
fer of Ger Power from the half
back line to the attack provea a
shrewd Kerry move for that

PAT McGRATH
(Waterford)

o

Pat McGrath
outstanding

AN NN K

game, as the Austin Stacks foot-
baller did much to pep up the
Southern scoring division.

It is changed times to see a
Sligo forward, other than Michae]
Kearins, grabbing the spotlight
in a big way. But a splendid
show by Michael Laffey at No. 10
in the Connacht first round win
over Leitrim and which he high-
lighted by scoring 2-4, sends this
Sligo man up to join Ger Power
on top of football's exclusive list.

HURLING

8 P. McGrath (Waterford) 8
7 P. O’Grady (Waterford) ... 7
v M. Hickey (Waterford) ... 7
7 P. Dunny (Kildare) ...... 1
7 D. Hanniffy (Offaly) ...... 7
¢ E. Keher (Kilkenny) ...... 12
¢ M. Cleere (Offaly) ......... 6
6 8. Collins (Antrim) ...... 6
6 T. Cleary (Hertfordshire) 6
5 E. Cregan (Limerick) ... 5
FOOTBALL
8 G. Power (Kerry) ......... e
8 M. Laffey (Sligo) ............ 8
7Y 8. Fitzgerald (Kerry) ... 7
6 J. OKeeffe (Kerry) ...... 14
¢ J. Keaveney (Dublin) ...... 6
6 G. O’Loughlin (Derry) ... 6
6 P. Rooney (Down) ......... b
6 M. Fennell (Laois) ......... 6
¢ K. Rennicks (Meath) ...... 6
¢ R. Cummins (Cork) ...... 6




LOUD LAUGHS AND CRIMSON FACES

you, Waterford. But when I
wrote that article away back
on May 6 your championship
prospects didn’t look all that
bright—to the outsider, that
is. Anyway it will give my

F we weren’t able o laugh

at ourselves now and then,
it’s said, it would be a very,
very dull life. If that’s so, my
life was brightened enor-
mously when the June issue
of GAELIC SPORT popped
through my letter-box, But
I’m certain my laugh couldn’t
compare with the guffaws

that greeted last month’s is-

Waterford.

The joke was well and
truly on me. Imagine 2 mag-
azine which contained my
article dealing with Cork’s
prospects for the champion-
ship double. And the postman
delivers that eight days

AFTER Waterford dismiss

ork. I tell you, life was never
as hilarious.

friend Pat Fanning and
Seamus Power and his men
many a good laugh through-
out the summer. I know they
will forgive me . . . in time!

sue of the

magazine

Sorry for under-estimating

THANKS TO THE EDITOR . . .

I’m a Waterford watcher

By JAY DRENNAN

OUR' Editor is a most perspicacious fellow. Twice in the last six

'or seven monthg he issued directives to me ito get down there
and see what is happening in Waterford; once he wanted me to
search out and write about the recovery of hurling quality in ithe
county and how it was being brought about; the jother time he
wanted to know what their chances were likely to lbe in the closing
stages of the League and the 1974 championship,

He kept on adding footnotes to
these directives to the effect that
he had a distinct impression that
Waterford were about to do some-
thing big. You will recall, if you
are regular readers, my efforts to
convey the impression of extra-
ordinary dedication which I found
among the Waterford hurlers and
the philosophy of Seamus Power,
thelr trainer and the shoulder-to-
lean-on bheing staunchly .provided
by large numbers of former great
hurlers in the county colours.

You will also recall, perhaps,
that when I tackled the job of
assessing what they might do 1

was not quite so confident 1in
predicting great things immedi-
ately, though willing to stake my
reputation that Waterford was
back in the first rank of hurling
counties without any doubt.

The Editor seems to have been
thrown into some slight confu-
sion, right enough, by the extra-
ordinary performance in the
League quarter-final against Dub-
lin. But he stuck doggedly to his
convictions and, in due course,
the directive arrived to make
sure I had a full petrol tank on
May 19th, so as to get down to
Waterford for the Cork-Water-
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MICK DUNNE

ford first round — it could be
the story of the year.

It was, of course. And thanks
to the Editor, I find myself now
in something of an expert posi
tion on the matter. There can be
no doubt that one had to yield
in total admiration of the effort
which was being devoted to hurl-
ing 1n Waterford right from the
start of the 1972-73 League., At
that stage they were in Division
IT, playing pretty putrid stuff,
with the county's reputation
lower than it had been at any
time since 1920,

Under-age hurling had not
given the hoped for return in out-
put of promising or dedicated
young players — a situation
which appears to be true even
now, if one 1s to judge by the
showing of the present - year’s
minors against Cork. So, the



long-term view of things was set
aside and Seamus Power and his
assistants set about collecting a
senior squad who were willing to
give everything they could in an
effort to succeed.

Previously, I wrote of my re-
actions to this quite wunique
phenomenon: an attitude to hur-
ling revival that seemed hereti-
cal by normal standards. Nearly
all these players had been iIn and
out of hopelessly unsuccessful
teams often bhefore they gathered
in September 1972 to launch the
great campaign. From that point
they raised their game through
hard practice and singlesminded
intent to win the Division II
championship and later to beat
New York in the play-off.

Without pause they went
straight on to Division I and, by
December, stood clear on top of
that League. The defeat of Wex-
ford at New Ross was the real
eye-opener, for 1t showed that
dedication had now been backed
by an impressively 1improved
skil] and style. The same against
Kilkenny; then the pressures of
the situation got hold of them
and they went under substantially
to Limerick trying desperately
for goals when easy points would
have made the gap very narrow.

It was the most cruel ill-luck,
on a Tipperary-made day, that
they just lost at Thurles; the de-
feat by Cork was by a mere two
points in a tight game which, I
suppose, they might also have
won. The luck was against them
just when the pressures of pos-
sible success were welghing on
them in those three games against
three of the top hurling counties.

It was something like an anti-
climax against Dublin, and ob-
viously the earlier efforts of con-
centration and devotion produced
a reaction and the worst game
they had played since their bad
days.

For Cork in the championship
they were back again in their

favourite Walsh Park. As one of
the players said afterwards: “We
had to win this one: we had
worked too hard for too long and
we couldn’t wait any longer for
the big break. We knew that if
we didn’t beat Cork all the gweat
and self-denial would probably
have gone for nothing.”

That was the key to the game.
For the rest, it is enough to men-
tion that it was a heart-warming
display of all that is good in
hurling — as only the Munster
championship can provide it.

There was the Paddy .B:arry 11-
cident, but the score then was
3-4 to 1-3 and it would probably

pree et
.......

@ Frankie Walsh . . . among the
ciants of Waterford’'s Golden Era.

have been enough of a cushion to
win anyway.

What has the win meant? Well,
of course, to the players and team
officials 1t has meant exactly
what the player quoted above
said. A justification; a proof to
themselves that their efforts
have not (been in vain and may be
more fully rewarded.

To hurling, in general, in the
county it must be a great boost.
One notes that already the U-21
side has reached the Munster
final — a communication of the
spirit of their seniors; this fur-
ther thrust by the seniors may
ingpire the U-21 team even fur-
ther.

7

It will be hoped that it com-
municates itself to the schools
and the minors, because it is
clear that these are weak areas
still.

Overall, there 1s a buoyancy
among Waterford people at home
and away from their native sod
with the expectation of having
their men once more striving on
equal termg with Ireland’s best
hurling men.

Their semi-final clash with Lime-
rick looks just like the Cork-
Waterford game all over agailn.
The form, and the achievement
would seem to make Limerick
favourites. But, the heart and the
determination and the little extra
confidence of their victory over
Cork must make Waterford ex-
citing challengers.

There are some imponderables,
however., Andy Heffernan was
carried off three minutes after
half-time against Cork — a blow
to Waterford that was not far
behind the dismissal of Barry to
Cork. His leg injury is serious
enough and it will be touch and
oo if he is ready. Without him
John Galvin never plays so well:
they are really good for one an.
other as midfield partners.

Martin Kirwan — a tremen-
dous Thurler this who could
dominate the field anywhere if
he could be done without at cor-
ner-back, but he cannot — has
received an injury in a club
championship game. It is a bad
cut needing a lot of stitching,
will take time to heal and may
affect his form and confidence.

Mossie Whelan who missed the
Cork game through a shoulder
injury received in a tournament
game is getting back into action
slowly. The county is holding 1ts
breath that no other injuries
oceur and that those whri{;h are
causing concern will cure. It
would be dreadfully hard luck if
ill-luck struck just when the big
break has been made.
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SEAN FOLEY
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A profile by JIM BENNETT

T is sometimes pleasant to be
reminded of one’s own words
written some time before. More
often one would heartily wish
them unwritten. Therefore, it 1s
with some satisfaction that I turn
now to an article written in the
December 1971 issue of GAELIC
SPORT titled: “John Foley’s
Value to Limerick” and com-
posed at a time when John had
been less than year as a regular
in the Limerick team, was by no
means acknowledged as one of
the really significant hurlers of
his time and nobody’s cholce but
mine as Hurler of the Year 1971.

In the present day climate of
Foley’s acceptance as a very fine
hurler, star of the All-Ireland
final of 1973 and many people’s
choice as Hurler of 1973, the
piece reads well. And on the
principle that one might never
strike oil again, it is as well to
make use of the opportunity of
saying “I told you so.”

“Who then was the Hurler of
the Year?” (Numerous possibili-
ties are then considered) “To me
the best thing of the year was
the upsurge of Limerick and the
proof in their consistency right
through the year that this is no
flash in the pan. I ask myself
what element of their side has
most contributed to this success
and new found consistency. Due

credit must be given to Pat Har-
tican at full-back; to Cregan as
I said before; to Bennis of the
frees. But, when you look
through the players you wonder
all the more why on earth they
could not have done it before
now. The sameness of the names
is striking.

“But, there is one who has
appeared and made, in my mind,
all the difference in the world to
the side: Sean Foley at midfield.
This chap has added to Limerick
the stability (without showman-
ship) that they have so long
lacked. Foley has settled to
reading the game with shrewd-
ness; to keeping up the same
steady jog the whole hour. This
was just what Limerick needed.
Now they have not whole periods
of being dominated, and they do
not, therefore, lose heart and
throw the game away almost.”

Of course, it is quite a while
since December 1971, yet there 1s
still a good deal of truth in those
words even in July 1974. Except
that now Foley has made himself
known to everyone, and after last
year’s All-Ireland final even the
casual hurling followers were
fully aware of his quality,

There has been a change, of
course, in that confidence in his
own ability to make an impact
on the game has enabled Foley

9
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® Secdn Foley (Limerick)

to give full rein to his hurling
prowess. We have, therefore, be-
come familiar with a brilliance
in stickwork, power in sealing off
whole segments of the field, in-
cisiveness in pressing the bal-
ance of play forward in Lime.
rick’s favour.

Sean Foley did not really sug-
gest his present sharp, powerful,
dominant hurling when he be-
gan in the Limerick colours. Who
does give of his best at once in a
county team ? But, even then,
he had a great quality which
made him an invaluable part of
Limerick’'s  break-through—con.
stancy and straightforward ear-
nestness,

Nor did he ever seem to think
that he should feel the other man
might beat him; perhaps, he
would for a while, but that never
bothered Foley. He kept going
as before putting in his best
effort—not giving up, or allow-
ing his form to fall to pieces as
had been a characteristic of
Limerick teams for years before
that.

To quote from the 1971 piece

referred to above :

“  he is a kind of anti-star. He
is no great master of the arts of
the hurling game, no eye-catching
displayer of what he does Ppos-
Rather he keeps working

® OVERLEAF
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away on the quiet to keep the

ball flowing to the attack; if vou

ever notice anything it is the an-
noying number of times that one

glimpses without registering a

mental note of the chap in blue

stockings who may not often be
the figure of glamour but is nearlv
always the servani of that figure.”

(Note: At that time Foley was

easily picked out because he wore

blue stockings).

Today, you would have to
revise that view, of course. But,
then that is exactly the degree
of maturity and development
which has been by this time im-
posed on the framework of 1971.
However, without the basic
framework that was then visible
and altogether admirable, even
1f not very spectacular, there
would be no development.

Just now, it is difficult to see
where the future lies. Sean
Foley 1s close to being one of
the great hurlers of the age, If
he is to firmly print that impres-
sion on the minds of hurling fol-
lowers—who are already in a
receptive mood for the imprint—
he must have the vehicle in
which to do so. That vehicle, of
course, is the Limerick county
team. But, since he has played
so noteworthy a role in lifting
that team from a pre-1971 side
of unfulfilled promise to one of
likely winners of everything, it
is, no doubt, something of a
vicious circle,

He will have to continue to in-
spire Limerick to retain their
rank of “winners” rather than
“losers”, so that he may establish
his own status as one of the
finest hurlers of our time. The
two go hand in hand; the achieve-
ment of the one will be synony-
mous with the achievement of the
other. A falling away by Lime-
rick would hinder his personal
impact; a falling away in his per-
sonal form might very well hin-
der Limerick’s effort to hold the
lead ©position among Thurling
counties.
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TIHE proposals for the reorganisation of the

National Leagues will, one presumes, have been
accepted by Central Council by the time this article
appears in print, with minor modifications to accede
to complaints from the West that too many Con-
nacht counties have been grouped together in one
cection of the football competition.

Generally speaking I believe that the Activities
Committee did a reasonably good job in circum-
stances that were bound to draw some criticism no
matter what solution they came up with. All of us,
being local patriots, tend to believe that officialdom
gives our own particular county a raw deal, and this
applies in particular where counties are rated lower
than we think they should be. In this respect, the
Activities people certainly did an excellent job on
the Hurling League, and their grading of the foot-
ball counties was, to the neutral observer, not all
that bad of a job either. Besides, all football coun-
ties, theoretically at least, will now have an equal
chance of bringing home the supreme honours.

However, I still think the ideal football League
set-up would be one that I first suggested nearly 20
years ago, four graded Divisions with eight teams
in each and promotion and relegation between all
four. I know the top Divisions would have to sub-
sidise the bottom ones, but I do believe such a
system would give us keen competition in all Divis-
ions. If needs be, there could be a play-off between
the winners of Division One and Division Two for
the title of League champions.

Perhaps this game could be played at Wembley
to satisfy the London demand for really competitive
games, although, personally, I am against such a
development.

Certainly I am all for the further popularisation
and boosting of the annual Wembley Tournament

from this side, as I happen to believe that the Gaels

in Britain have too often down the years been
treated as something of poor relations with all the
publicity and all the glamour being reserved for
trips to America. But I do not agree that the
answer to greater interest in Britain is the export
of our own competitive games. For the finals of
competitions played here in Ireland the home fans
must have first consideration.

The people who follow their county sides from
League venue to League venue through the depth
of winter are surely entitled to be able to see the
final, without having to travel to London to do so.

11

It is all very well to say that excursions could be
easily arranged to Wembley at a reasonable rate.
That is true enough, perhaps, for people resident
close to Dublin or Cork. But take this year’s foot-
ball League final. It is a long road from much of
Kerry to ‘Cork or Shannon Airports, and an even
longer road from Boyle and Castlerea to Shannon
or Dublin. Add on the trip to London and back,
and, for the ordinary follower, the absurdity of the
excursion idea becomes obvious, without taking the
probable expense into account at all.

A week-end in London would, of course, be an
attraction to many people. But another problem
immediately arises here. The Whit Holiday week-
ends are not the same in England and Ireland and
indeed are very unlikely ever to coincide again in
the immediate future. So, if the games are held
during the English Holiday week-end, the Irish fans
cannot stay over, while if they are played at the
Irish Holiday week-end, the Exiles from outside
London would be in the same position.

This year the experiment of shifting the games
from Saturday to Sunday proved a tremendous suc-
cess, but it did suggest, I think, that the maximum
crowd that can be hoped for will never greatly
exceed 20,000 to 25,000.

Whether the “replays” of the All-Ireland finals
are the ideal games for this Wembley event remains
a talking point. This year could not give a really
fair idea, as the pre-match publicity here at home
for the Wembley games was, of necessity, completely
over-shadowed by the replay of the Natlonal Foot-
ball league final between Kerry and Roscommon.
Personally I would like to see another experiment
tried, possibly replays of the National League finals,
which would be far fresher in the public memory.
If, as is quite possible in the future, these gamles
are televised “live” here and were also screened
on British Television, these League final “replays”
would be even more topical.

Another idea would be for hurling and football
matches between the Carrolls All Stars and Rest
of Ireland teams chosen by, say, the President and
Director General of the G.A.A,

" These matches are merely suggested in order to
give the Wembley games some kind of competi-
tive element, and I realise that representative games
are unlikely to have the same appeal as inter-county
matches. But I still feel that the maximum crowd

® TO PAGE 35
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Compiled by OWEN McCANN

HE announcement recently by
Denis Coughlan that this 1is
to be his last season in inter-
county hurling and football
brings into focus the fact that this
great dual star has a unique rank-
ing in the top-scoring charts . . .
a ranking that, furthermore, saw
him erase one of the oldest
records in the book.

Appropriately enough on the
eve of another Munster senlor
final it was in a Southern Ioot-
ball Championship decider that
Coughlan assured himself of that
specia] place in the scoring line-
up. The game was the 1971 clash
of Kerry and Cork at Cork, and
it was an occasion of contrazting
fortunes for the dashing St.
Nicholas footballer.

For one thing, he was sensga-
tionally omitted from the Cork
side. Then, after fifteen minutes
he was called up from the substi-
tutes bench, and went on not only
to prove a bright star of a big
Cork win, but he also finished
with an impressive haul of 0-10
to his credit.

That boosted Coughlan’s gcor-
ing record for the year up to then
to 52 points, and well and truly
smashed the Cork county scoring
record in football that at that
time was the oldest in the table.
This had resolutely stood the test
of time at a moderate enough 47

points (4-35), scored in 15
games by Niall Fitzgerald 1in
1956.

By the end of 1971 Denis
Coughlan has pushed his scoring
tally up to an 1mpressive 92

points (6-74) from 15 games, and
this now stands as the target that
finishers from the county have to
aim at in the big ball game.

Coughlan had some pof his most
celebrated scoring displays 1n
Championship football. In 1970
he hit 1-10 against Tipperary in
a provincial semi-final at Clon-
mel, and followed on with 2-4
against Kerry at Killarney in the
decider. Those 1mpressive tallies
earned the Cork man an average
that season of 11.50 points, and
this still sets the pace in the
averages chart,

These are only some of the
achievements that help to under-
line Denis Coughlan’s proud rat-
ing i1n the top-scoring stakes. We
shall miss his talents, skill and
cultured play on the inter-county
scene. So, here is a well earned
“Thanks for 'the meémories,
Denis”.

From one record-breaker who
i1s bowing out of inter-county
games to another who 1s shooting
his way in fine style to new tar-
gets . . . Dermot Earley.

The National Football League
final replay is not a game that
will long be remembered in Ros-
commeon, but it still morks a
proud high point 1n Earley’s
gscoring run. He helped himself to
0-7 1n that second game with
Kerry, and in the process chart-
ered his way into new scoring
fields.

Up until the final replay, the
Roscommon man’s best score for
a full season’s programme stood

at 5-53 (68 points) in 20 matches
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last year. That unsuccessful out-
ing against Kerry was KEarley’s
13th game of 1974 and brought
his scoring bag up to 70 points
(4-58).

Since then he has been building
on that total, and the odds must
now be very firmly on a new
county record for the Michael
Glavey’s club man during the cur-
rent year.

The county peak is an old one,
having been put up as far back as
1961 by Don Feeley at 3-83 1n 22
games, So, Earley may also get
the record in fewer games.

Another footballer who is al-
ready firmly established this year
as one apart is that man of many
scoring distinctions from Sligo,
Michael Kearins.

He hezded the 1973-74 National
Football League chart with a
score of 0-64 from nine games, at
the top match average 1in the
panel at 7.11 points,

Finally, back to Championship
play, and a couple of major tar-
gets for forwards to shoot at in
the coming provincial senior
finals,

One is 0-13 by Michael Kearins
in Sligo’s draw with Galway in
the 1971 Connacht final draw, for
the No. 1 individual total in
football for all provinces, and
2-10 by Francis Loughnane for
Tipperary in their unsuccessful
joust with Limerick hurler’s last
July. This is one that will take
beating in either Lelnster or
Munster in the weeks ahead.



Edited by ANN CARROLL

NE of the pkenomena of recent Irish sporting history has
been the development of ladies foothall, I'm sure that ten
years ago the number of ladies playing football would not have
amounted to more than a two digit number. Then five or six
years ago, a ladies soccer league started in Dublin and now
there are two very strong leagues in the capital involving about
sixty teams. Other strong centres are Dundalk, Galway, Limerick,

and Kilkenny.

On odd occasions I had read

about ladies participating in a
Gaelic Football match and until
recently these seem to have been
just a feature of a carnival, fes.
tiva] or such event. But two
yvears ago the Offalymen’s Assoc-
1ation in Dublin and the Kerry-
men’s Association organised a
challenge ladies Gaelic Football
match which got quite a lot of
publicity. Offaly played Kerry in
Tullamore, a match which if 1
remember rightly Offaly won well
and one of their stars was Fr.
Nicholas Clavin’s sister.
Developments in the game have
seen a thriving league in Tip-
perary and a successiul Macra
no Feirme competition in Kil-
kenny, It is also worthwhile
mentioning that the girls have
been out playing with the oval
ball as well. U.C.D. field a ladies

rugby team and have played

mateches against Trinity College
and some other teams.

What do you ladies think of
females playing football? Do you
think it is unladylike, robust, not
the thing to do or do you think
that the G.A.A. should promote
Gaelic Football for ladies in a
more refined form? Why don't
you write and tell me what you
think. The Editor tells me I can
give a prize of £1 for the three
best letters received.

From my own point of view I
enjoy playing football with a
few reservations. Unti] 1972,
camogie players were hound by
rule not to play football in any
form and when the restriction

was Jifted a group of us from

several camogile clubs in Dublin
got together to play in a Dublin
league. We were attracted by the
challenge of a new team game
and the team work and tactics
involved proved stimulating to
us.
The competitions we played in
were run very efficiently but for
various reasons only a few of us
continued playing into the fol-
lowing season.

My principal dislike was the

physical contact involved and

that is something that is hard fo
prevent in any form of football.
My other footballing experience
is confined to five or six-a-side
games at training, which infro-
duce variety into training, par-
ticularly at night under lights
when it is not possible to play
camogie.

It is interesting to note that
ladies soccer has attracted quite
a number of camogie players in-
to its ranks. Notables are Nano
McHugh, who was captain of the
Irish team last year and also
captained the Oranmore team
which won the All-Ireland Cam-
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ogie Club Championships last
March, and Ursula Grace who is
also on the Irish team and plays
for the Kilkenny Junior Camogie
team. She is of course a daughter
of Kilkenny County Secretary
Paddy Grace.

I haven’t seen any ladies Gaelic
Football matches although, from
reports, I believe, the games can
be over robust and I would
imagine that by using the men’s
rules that this would be a
natural occurrence. The only way
to avoid this snag as far as I can
see would be to introduce the
camogle rule of no bodily con.
tact and possibly a severe restric-
tion on the distance the ball can
be carried.

The men do a lot of pulling
and dragging, but I'm sure we
could adapt the game In some
way to ensure open play, which
1s one of the main attractions in
my opinion of a good camogie
match.

What way can the rules be
adapted?

I'm open to your suggestions,
particularly those of you who
play. Apart from my previous
points T would like to see the
direct pick-up, and since no bodily
contact would be allowed in my
proposed rules, the player in pos-
session would have to play or
pass the ball when the ball is
touched by a tackling opponent.
The releasing of the ball is some-
thing 1 liked about Australian
Rules Football.

The number of players and
their positioning could be an in-
teresting problem to grapple
with. Thirteen a side without the



full back and full forward has
had a certain degree of success
in colleges football and hurling.
it would no doubt have possibili-
ties in this game. But what about
using the camogie positions
which enhance the possibilities
of wing play with three players
playing wide on both sides of the
pitch. These are but two of many
possible computations.

A shortened pitch would also
be in order but these alterations
apart the men’s rules could be
adhered to and we would have a
very attractive game which I my-
self would not be slow to play in.

It seems to me judging from
the not too little increase 1n
numbers playing ladies football
that there is a demand for this
game among the {fourteen to
twenty-one age group. Judging
the sport on its success in the
Tipperary, Kilkenny and Offaly
areas, Gaelic Football has great

potential in rural areas. So by
encouraging the game, G.A.A,
clubs could attract more lady
members. It is yet another pos-
sible way for clubs to integrate
more of the community into their
activities and make a significant
contribution to community life.

I probobaly could be accused
here of encouraging football to
the disadvantage of camogie -but
surely the two games can “com-
pensate each other. Accepting
that there is a problem with dual
players, I contend that the possi-
bility is also there of introducing
one game through the other,
which would result in beneficial
results for both games in the long
run.

Remembering the  football
games that we, the team of cam-
ogie players played a few seasons
ago, we overcame dual problems
without too much bother. The
rule was accepted that camogie
training and of course games

came first and by having a big
panel we were always able to
field a team. The benefit as we
saw it was that the weekly game
provided those of us, most of the
team in fact training for inter-
county matches, with extra work
which did us no harm at all.

So I'm for Ladies Gaelic Foot-
ball. I accept the fact that there
are snags, but careful rule-
making could alleviate these
problems. Don’'t forget that
there are £1 prizes for the three
best letters received, on the
pros and cons of Ladies Football.

Please send your comments to
reach me by July 18th. The prize-
winning letters will appear in our
September issue. Write to me :

¢/o0 Gaelic Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.
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A memoir of Cork-Kerry rivalry

FRIENDS AND

FOES

By EAMONN YOUNG

<YETHO’S that fair-haired divil fightin® with Connie

Murphy?” asked the man on the line over in
Killarney as he watched Cork and Kerry tootbailers
in those days when the Kingdom was almost new to
the game, having won its first chamgionship only
seven years before under Jack Myers in 1903. Connie
Murphy became a great ploughman atterwards and
the fair-haired divilL was my tather. As he dug the
spuds for me to pick, one day long ago he told me al]
about it. It was my first victory over the Kingaom.

Summer evening sunlight in Dunmanway and
footballers training hard. Half the Cork side under
my school-teacher father at home and the other half
in a place we faintly despised called Cork city. The
final was on Sunday week in Clonakilty and we knew
that these men, Tim Cotter and Tim Harrington and
Small Danny MacCarthy from Bantry, who could
swerve through the eye of a needle, even with a
camel on his back, Frankie Healy, John Dullea and
“Champ” Murray the boxer from Dunmanway were
fine players. Tocher Casey of Macrocm was a minor
then and, two years younger, I fancied myself able
to take a ball off him. Tocher thought it was cheek
to try; it was, I knew we’d beat Kerry because my
tather said we would. Snag was, he forgot to tell
characters like Johnny Walsh, Joe Keohane, Murt
Kelly, Mick Doyle, Billy Myers, the two Landers. It's
hard to get a message across to a Kerryman, espec-
ially if he doesn’'t want to hear it. We had Miah
Murphy and Dick Harnedy that day in Clonakilty,
men as good as ever I've seen but we didn’t have
enough of them.

Then I met large sandy-haired Dab Sullivan the
railwayman in Cork. A good neighbour he was; this
I knew for I was calling on the girl next door. But
the atmosphere changed abruptly every July and it
had nothing to do with Orange parades. Call it a
sreen and gold one if you like. They still tell the
yarn about the spuds my late father-in-law threw
one by one, to hit the chap who kept on sticking his
head out and shouting “Up Kerry”. Half a weight
of spuds gone west and none for the dinner.

I know I'd beat the socks off Teddy O’Connor in
Killarney for we had played together on army teams
for a few years. So that day in '46 under the Kil-
jarney sun I felt just great. But they did a dirty
trick on me for the {ella they sent out wasn’t
O'Connor at all. He looked like him, but somebody,
Dr. Eamonn O’Sullivan, John Joe Sheehy, perhaps,
had transformed the Killarney man from a good
player into a human jack-in-the-box that drove me
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mad. 'L'he omuy time I saw tae ball he had it. Atter
quarter of an hour I got it at iast only to hear a loud
hiss and- as sure as Laune and Lee flow aifferent
ways from the same mountain the ball sagged to a
limp lump of leather in my hands. O’Connor stuck
a knife in it but he’s too hardened in sin to admit it
now.

Billy Casey, a great centre-back was knocked out
and they were taking him off in Cork in '47. A point
down but we had forced a penalty and Jim Ahern
who would drive it through an inch of {imber was
taking the kick. If Danno Keefie got in the way he'd
be stitched into the net. The Park in Cork that day
was so soft the ball rebounded at a maximum about
three feet . . . the drainage system was out or order.
Standing beside the placed ball Joe Keohane talked
to Jim Ahern while Biil Casey was getting attention.
Then came the whistle and all lined up beside the
kicker ready for the charge. Jim Ahern ran up and
kicked; to our amazement and dismay the thing
trundled along the ground to the delighted arms of
Danno who kicked it sixty yards downfield. But it’s
hard to drive a ball that has been sunk two Inches
into the soft ground by a boot like Keohane’s. That’s
the year they went to America for the final.

In ’48 Tadhgo Crowley at centre-back for Cork
was our best man. Bruddy O’Donnell the Kingdom
centre-forward was one of the most stylish and on
his day effective men of his time. Tadhgo and
Bruddy got wound up in each other over in Killarney
and both were put off. To this day some maintain
Bruddy was put up to it by the Kingdom selectors.
Rubbish: but you ftry to convince some chaps 1
know.

A rainy winter’s day at the Mardyke in '62 and
they're at it again. Paddy Bawn, Jim Brosnan and
Paud Sheehy were flying in this League game and
at the end they were leading by two points. John
Cronin of Milltown playing for Cork drove in a free
that was going wide until a tall man named Jim
Galvin clawed his way up an invisible ladder and
hauled it back. From where he landed at right
corner on the end line you wouldn’t shoot a point
with a rifle so instead he hit a bullet that wound
up in the top of the net. Cork won our first league
and champion hurler Jim Hurley ever ofter referred
to “Jim Galvin’s £5,000 kick™. That year we beat
them by eleven points to two in the Munster final
and a gallant Kerry player refused to come up from
the pitch in the Kerry cars. “What had I outside

® TO PAGE 19
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me,” he asked in loud disgust, “only a crowd of
cattle 2 7 It wasn’t true but you know players after
a game.

In ’56 with far more play Cork were almost beaten
by a Jim Brosnan rocket in Cork park. It hit off an
iron stanchion and rebounded about thirty yards
outfield so fast we tried to believe that it wasn’t a
goal. In the end Cork drew luckily and Teddy
O’Connor (who never had the good word anyway)
grinned all over his face with ““We’ll destroy ye
in Killarney.”

At the end of the replay with the sides level the
green terraces and even the blue mountains seem to
lean over us in threat and Paddy Driscoll sets the
ball down for a free from right half back. Time 1is
now being counted in seconds. Why is he taking
so long to place the ball ? He’s fixing it again. God
in heaven what’s wrong with him ? Carefully Paddy
stepped back, trots up and drives a long high ball
downfield. Half a dozen tear up and a man named
Fitzgerald decides he’s not coming down without
it. When he does it is plain there’s no time for
fooling so off he goes with the ball on his toe and
about six paces between each toe-tap. Kerrymen
hanging on to him as Niall Fitz stumbles . . . comes
on balance again . . . another toe-tap, a shoulder, a
swerve and then a deliberate effort to catch his
jersey . . . and he’s falling anyway. Before he goes
down he taps the ball high and the white leather
goes over the bar like a spit and lands in the back
of the net. We all go mad.

Marcus O’Neill the goalie could say nothing for
ten minutes except “Fitzie ran a mile”. Sure the
man was right. Talking to Bishops Denis Moynihan
and Cornelius Lucey, his face wrinkled in a comic
mixture of sadness and sportsmanship Jim Bros-
nan says to his countyman: ‘““Begor my lord, Dr.
Lucey must have more power than you.”

Ned Roche stood at full back in front of Marcus
O’Neill with John Cronin at centre half. Ned and
I lived in the same barracks, served in the same
unit, and anything he might know about soldiering
I taught him. At the time I was training a Cork
side and had the habit of wandering quietly around
the field whispering mild words of encouragement to
the players. No one knew better than Ned the
steadying effect of these words of wisdom. One day
in Cork park where the blades of grass used to
stand up straighter to say ‘“hello” to me, I was
kneeling about fifteen yards from the Kerry posts
speaking a few quiet words to Toots Kelleher the
corner forward and preparing to move over to the
man on the other side, Johnny Creedon. Suddenly
big Ned screams “Ref. . . . Ref. . . . hey, Ref. . . .”
in a Knocknagoshel accent, wild with dire calamity
and pain. Down rushed the ref. thinking there was
a riot.

19

Jim Barry, Cork's trainer
for many, many vears—

“Many a game he won for
Cork in honest sweat of
preparation but he never
wanted a rival humbled.”
writes Eamonn Young.,

*

“Loook at that man there,” shouts Roche waving
his arms. “He’s annoying us, ref, . . . all the time.
.. . He has no right to be there.” I moved off before
the ref. spoke. Bad enough to lose an argument
but to get kicked in the stern just for luck. . . .

In 66 we hadn’t much of a team, or so we
thought, but at the end as a result of good football
played by Con Sullivan, Gene McCarthy and the
rest in Killarney, we were breathing down their
necks. Seamus Fitzgerald ran into a spot of bother,
innocent enough, and got the line. The signal
flashed and Cork went on fire. Johnny Crowley of
Dohenys ran up the field from right half back soloed
along the line and swung a fast one across to the
other wing where flying Johnny Carroll his club-
mate collected, soloed goalwards and stitched if.
We’re laughing yet. . . .

And then there's last yvear when Cork felt we
had scored enough goals after twenty minutes.
Padraig Purcell asked me had we ever done that
before and I said we hadn’t, but gave notice that
henceforth our attitude might be changed.

You see there was a very gentle sporting man
named Jim Barry who trained Cork teams since the
eighteenth century. He loved all players, even
Kerrymen as Dan Ryan of Tralee can tell you. He
lived to see Cork winning, but like all Corkmen he
never wanted to hog the show. White wavy hair,
and tanned virile face, he wore a white woollen
sweater with the “Bainisteoir” emblazoned in bold
blue letters across the chest. The blue was a ges-
ture to Tipperarymen whom he also loved, and the
gold of his heart was both for them and the Kerry-
men. In either county he never lacked a man to
stand him a glass of port or ask for a song. Many
a game he won for Cork in honest sweat of prepar-
ation but he never wanted a rival humbled. Often
since his death when people ask me why Cork teams
seemed to take it easy in the second half I turned
away mumbling something ineffectual. How could
I tell them of the gentle spirit of Barry which whis-
pered at half time not to rub it in? God rest him;
sure he was quite right.

So now over to Killarney to add yet another link
to the golden chain of glory that binds together (just
barely) the sportsmen of this region. I don’t want
to give Kerry a hiding . . . a few points will do fine.
And when it’s all over we’ll listen to their hard luck
stories like the true gentemen we are, reminding
them that next year there’s another championship.
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S is the month of the pro-
vincial finals, and “ON THE
SPOT . .. ” returns again to give
yvou a chance to test your know-
ledge on happenings on these key
Championships down through the
yvears. The quiz covers two sec-
tions of ten questions each this
month — one section placing the
emphasis on the counties, and the
other on individual achievements,
Remember, five points for each
question answered correctly, and
the maximum total is 100. A score
of 80 points or more puts you
right at the head of the class,
while 60 points to 80 points is
very good. A total of 50 noints
to 60 points is not bad.
Now, to start off with the spot.
light on:

COUNTY RECORDS

1. Name the year that a new
name wcs last inscribed on the
Leinster Senior Footbhall Cham-
pionship, and also the county that
made the break through?

..............................................

2. Three countles have still to
win a provincial senior title 1n
football. Can vou list them here?

..............................................

..............................................

3. Galway regained the Con-
nacht Senior Football Champion-
ship last July by beating Mayo.
Was that their 20th, 29th, or 36th
BRI st TR el

4. Rosccmmon last won out in
the West in senior football in
1972. They beat Galway in the
final that year. True or false?

--------------------------------------------

5. Offaly won the Leinster
Senior Football Championship for
the third successive year last
July. Is this a record for Lein-
ster ?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

6. Cavan are the Ulster Senior
Footbzall Championship gpecial-
ists with 47 titles. But what was
thelr last glory VeRar? oo

7. When were Cork last suc-
cessful against Kerry in a Mun-
ster Senior Football final at
LI IRIRY T wocivs smnas vans v dom [

8. Waterford last appeared in
a Munster Senior Hurling fin2l
in 1967, when they lost to Tip-
perary. Brue or false? oa.ooemsee.

9. Kilkenny and Wexford have
contested every Leinster Senior
Hurling final since 1965, except
that of 1969. Who were the final-
I8ty that ¥eAr? .coviamsviserisne

10. How many Ulster Foothall
Championships went tp Tyrone
last year?

Over now to the players and

INDIVIDUAL
ACHIEVEMENTS

1. Off21y won the Leinster
Senior Football Championshin for
the first time in 1960, Were they
captained to that history-making
win by Paddy McCormack, Donie
Hanlon or Greg Hughes—

-------------------------------

...........................................

star for Donegal in their first
Ulcster Senior final win in foot-
ball in 1972. He also captained
the side. True or false?............

3. Billy Morgan, of Cork, con-
ceded a geal in last ye-~r's Mun-
~ter Senior Football final at Cork.
What wrs special about that

21

by lony Keegan

RECHIRY! sl SR T s e i htaes

4. This hurler scored a whop-
ping 2-10 in a provincial senicr
decider last July, but was still on
the losing side, Who is he?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

5. Kilkenny’s left half back in
their Leinster Senilor Hurling
final win over Wexford just about
8 BRAL AU coammnsupiise s s

------------

6. Recognise these former
stars? They are ex-hurlers, and to
complete the exercise. list their

----------------------------------------------
.............................................

...........................................
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Limerick again
the venue for

By Seamus O Ceallaigh

Feile na nGael

EILE na nGael was the brain
child of Tipperary Gaeldom,
and for two great years it was
nourished in the ‘“Cradle of the
Gael”, with the result that it was
a lusty infant on its arrival in
Limerick last year, where it con-
tinued to grow at a rapid rate
under the guidance of the enthu-
siastic Shannonside workers, who
extended its influence from the
original two days to a complete
week.

The idea of having the hurling
representatives of each of fthe
thirty-two counties coming to-
gether not only to play the native
game but to live with Limerick
families is the real key to the
success of the wventure, and
friendships were cemented last
year between the parishes of
Shannonside and their visitors
from the four corners of the land
that will endure for many a long
day.

Tipperary laid the groundwork
of the Feile, and Limerick added
its own distinctive features last
year. These included the special
Sean O’Riada Mass that opened
the proceedings, the carrying by
relays of runners of the Feile
Bronze Hurley from ‘Michael
Cusack’s birthplace at <Carron,

Co. Clare to the Feile headquar-
ters for the raising of the
specially designed Feile flag; the
civic reception by the Mayor;
communal Irish song and dance;
band recitals and an inter-firm
hurling competition; which were
all packed into the crowded week
that reached its climax with the
arrival of the representatives
from all the other counties on the
Friday evening. _

The visitors were royally enter-
tained by the host clubs and on
Saturday morning games at
thirty-two venues throughout the
county provided a feast of hurl-
ing that would be hard to sur-
pass, and play continued at inter-
vals throughout the day, the aim
being for each team to have three
games.

The grand parade through the
city streets on the Sunday morn-
ing of the sixty-four competing
teams, all in togs, with banners
waving and carrying their cam-
ans, complete with bands, was a
memorable sight and a unique
one, in that it was probably the
first occasion all of the counties
marched down historic O’Connell
Street in any parade.

The competitions were played
in four sections, graded accord-
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ing to the expertise of the parti-
cipants, and the quartette of
finals plus an exhibition match
in which great stars of the past
appeared provided the grand
finale at Pairc na nGael—a mem-
orable feature of which was the
perfect timing that saw the en-
tire programme completed exactly
as planned. The specially desi-
gned Feile medals, which were
presented to the four winning
sides, were too a welcome new
innovation.

A G.A.A. Museum was organ-
ised in connection with the Feile,
it contained many striking ex-
hibits and was a centre of much
interest.

The Feile is once again set
for Limerick this year, and will
run on this occasion from 14th
to 21st July. A special feature of
this festival is the formation of
4 National Steering Committee,
which includes G.A.A. President,
Dr. Donal Keenan and his two
‘mmediate predecessors — Pat
Fanning and Seamus Ryan, with
Director General Sean O’Siochain
__indicating the importance the
top brass now attach to the event.

Al] the 1973 features have been
retained and a further dimension
has been added by the inclusion
of under fourteen Camogle and
Handball on a National scale. An
Art Competition 1is also being
organised; the selection of a
« Feile Queen 7 1S included
amongst the social events, and a
Seminar is belng arranged at
which leading players of the past
will participate in a “This was
my Life” feature.

All this activity must strain
the field and accommodation re-
sources of Limerick City and
County but knowing the men whio
piloted last year’s venture to the
huge success it was one can only
conclude that another great
triumph will crown their efforts
on this occasion.




NEW SERIES WITH
AUSSIES IN
THE OFFING

By MICK DUNNE (of RTE

OPES for a renewal of the
games between Gaelic foot-
ballers and Australian Rules
players were raised again last
spring when a minister in the
then Australian government ex-
pressed his support for these
sporting get-togethers., So, once
more, there’s talk of internationc]
compet tion in G.A.A. circles.
The top G.A.A. administrators
are enthus.astic and some of
them would like to sce the doy
when our footballers, touring the
globe, would take in San Fran-
cisco and New York on their way
to, or from, Australia. It would
be a wonderful experience for
the players—as Meath and Kerry
know—and it’'s equally certain
that the Australian players would
be welcome back in Ireland.
Unfortunately, at the time of
writing a planned world tour by
two Australian teams, sponsored

by their government, does not
Include Dublin. But, of course,

there could be a change 1n theilr
itinerary before they reach
Europe in the autumn.

The possibility of the matches
against the Australians is revived
at a time when the future of con-
tacts with New York and the
continuance of the annual Irish
Festival] games In San Francisco
are under consideration. So it
might be no harm if the G.A.A.
undertock a comprehensive ex-
amination of trips abroad, their
benefits to the organisation here
at home and the good they do for
the New York G.A.A. and our
people in San Francisco who are
under the umbrella of the United
Irish Societies.

The first thing that must be
faced up to 1s that rea] inter-
national competition is not pos-
sible in hurling or football. For
the very simple reason that n»
other race but the Irish plays
these games. And we’re not the
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only ones in this position. There
are three codes of football which
can’t have true international com-
petition—ours, American football
and Australian Rules, Unlike
soccer, and to a lesser extent
rughy, played by several coun-
tries, the three sports I've men-
tioned are played only by the
Irish, the Americans and the
Australians—and no twg races
play any one of the three,

S0 the most we can hope to
achieve is a compromise—as in
the case of the previous matches
between Gaelic footballers and
the Australians or as has been
havpening in recent years be-
tween our hurlers and the shinty
players from Scotland. In these
cases the rules of each game are
relaxed—or put aside—but this
sort of competition, pleasant and
enjoyable though it may be, is
merely artificial. It is neither
Gaelic football nor Australian
Rules; neither hurling nor shinty,
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but a bzstardised version of each
of them.

It is this aspect that must be
carefully considered by the GAA
when any future games with the
Australians are being arranged.

At the beginning the novelty
value alone of the games with the
Australians made them an attrac-
tion. Similarly when Meath visl-
ted Australia in 1868 sheer
curiosity brought big crowds to
the matches. But novelty soon
wears off, conseauently the sec-
ond team of Australians in 1268
weren’t nearly as big an attrac-
tion as the first tourists and when
Kerry went to Australia two years
after Meath their matches were
sparsely attended.

It’s worth listening to the peo-
ple who have first-hand exper-
ience. Father Paddy Tully, who
was Meath’s county chairman on
that '68 tour, has gone on record
in Peter McDermott’s excellent
account of the trip Gaels in the

Sun with this statement : “If you
wish to have a successful tour,
you need finance. The tour itselt
should clear the greater part of
the expense. In other words, you
must draw the crowds to the
games. The crowds go to the
same they know and like, not to
the game they do not know or
understand. That is why I szy 1t
was a wise business decision to
play our game here in Ireland.
The Australians claim that their
game is the greatest in the world,
but they do not try to ram their
game down anyone’s throat.”

Fr. Tully adds: “Teams going
from Ireland to Australia must
play Australian Rules football.
It’s as simple as that. It’s possible.
but by no means easy; in fact, it
would be very difficult, But in
those days of intensive coaching
our best twenty players would
make a pretty good job of 1t.”

Jim Brosnan, the former Kerry
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@ /e Australian team that played
Meath at Croke Park in 1967 par-

ading before the game.

chairman, is in complete agree-
ment. “The Australian public,” he
says, “aren’t interested in seeing
people play Gaelic football, which
they believe is an inferior game
to theirs. But if our teams travel-
led out to challenge their best at
the Rules game it would create
enormous interest. Our players
would have to be coached in
Australian Rules for weeks be-
fore they travel, but that’s the
only way a tour would succeed.
At the same time, the Australians

@® TO PAGE 27
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would undertake to play Gaelic
football, with no bending of the
rules, when they come here.”

Which is all very well, 1f we're
thinking only of trips for the
players . . . no matter what the
game. Remember, the ambition of
any worthwhile soccer or rugby
player is to play his game for
Ireland. Would it mean the same
gratifying fulfilment for Gaelic
footballers if they were picked to
play Australian Rules for Ire-
1and? Or would the trip to Aus-
tralia be the only thing they
would value?

Here’s another consideration :
if these ftrips to Australia be-
came a reality what about our
hurlers? There wouldn’t be any
place for them in this globe-trot-
ting future since only our next-
door Scottish neighbours play a
game akin to hurling. Could we
run the risk of having our hur-
lers disenchanted and dissatisfied
as poor relations while the foot-
ballers circled the globe? That
wouldn’t be the way to encourage
hurling.

As I keep on saying, handball is
the only Irish game in which we
can have real international com-
petition, since it's the one game
of ours that’s played by others—
Americans, Canadians, Mexicans
and Australians. As far as hurl-
ing and football 1is concerned
maybe we ought to forget dreams
of internationalism and concen-
trate on playing these games
among ourselves — and by our-
selves I mean the Irish, whether
they are in New York, Britain,
Boston, San Francisco oOr wher-
ever.

I have never been convinced
that having New York or London
in the AlliIreland championship
or the National Leagues was the
correct way of doing it, but I
shall always be a strong suppor-
ter of New York’s and London’s
claim to some form of playing
contact with the teams here at

@® Ron Barassi
captain of the
Australian team
that visited Ire-
land in 1967
posing with one
of the pretty
Australian girls
who  travelled
from  London
with the team.

home. The thing to be worked
out is to find the best method of
meeting those claims.

So I propose again something
I—and others—have often sug-
gested in the past: the pick of
our players against the best
hurlers and footballers in
America. In the past that always
meant New York, since, with only
very few exceptions, the best
hurlers and footballers were in
Gaelic Park. But now that the
GAA in the American cities has
heen so sadly hit by the immigra-
tion restrictions this might be a
good time for Boston, Chicago,
Cleveland and other cities to get
together with New York fto field
teams against the best {from
Ireland. Those matches might be
worked-in on the way back from
San Francisco.

And Britain must be brought
into it somewhere . . . on a more
rational basis than having London
enter the senior championships.
Moreover, there’s now so many
Irish in Canada, especially Tor-
onto, where they have no im-
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that

migration barriers, very
soon the clubs there are going to
ask for a place in the sun.

The annual trips to San Fran-
cisco are coming up against the
big barrier of finance. With air
fares spiralling as a result of the
dearer fuel the cost of these trips
will increase enormously. Since
1972, when the Carroll’s All-
Stars became involved, these
trips are subsidised solely by the
United Irish Societies and P. J.
Carroll & Company.

They provide a most enjoyable
12 days for over 80 of our best
players. But AT NO COST,
WHATSOEVER, TO THE G.A.A.
IN IRELAND. The people in San
Francisco are determined that
they will continue—and April 6
and 13 are the dates in 5—but
with the cost going up in thous-
ands, rather than hundreds, of
dollars each year expense€ could
kill them. But they will die only
if the G.A.A. lets them. That’s the
harsh fact the Management Com-
mittee must face 1n the next few

months.
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CAMOGIE NOTES

TlHE recent Administration
Course in Howth, following
fast on the heels of the lively
Congress debate on the motions
calling for Finance, Fixtures and
Communications Committees, will
I believe lead in the very near
future to a kind of administrative
revolution within the Camecgie
Association.

The vast and welcome eXxpan-
sion of the playing membership
through the country in recent
years has meant a far greater
demand for experienced officers
to take charge. That demand will
surely be met by the Adminis-
tration Course, at which 1 was
very glad to see so many of the
leading members of the G.AA.
give so freely of their time and
advice. This is exactly the kind
of support, co-operation and as-
cistance which the Ca2maogle
people has asked vainly for from
the G.A.A. for so long, and 1t is
wonderful to see this being sup-
plied at last, and just at the right
time, for bcth Assoclations, for
co-operation between them at all
levels was never more essential
cince both are striving to attract
the youth not alone to the play-
ing fields but to the social side
of the Gaelic movement.

Another difficulty caused by
the recent increase in Camogie’s
ccmpetitions and country-wide
popularity has been the vastly in-
creased amount of work thrown
on Central Council. Motions at
Congress sought to lighten the
hurden on Central Council by set-
ting up a Committee which would
lock after fixtures and referees,
another to deal with Finance,
principally from the viewpolint of
fund-raising, and a third to look

By AGNES HOURIGAN

after Communications and Publi-
city.

Had these been proposed . either
direct or separately I think some
of them at least would have been
carried. As it wes presented both
as an addition to a rule and as a
package deal, they needed the
change of but one vote to have
cecured a two-thirds majority.

However, from the feeling of
Congress, 1 think it 1s obvious
that some such sub-committees
will make their appearance with-
in the next year at the most.
There is a crying need for them,
and after the Administration
Course, the personnel to man
them should be available. But
dedication and enthusiasm will
be needed in addition at every
level.

Meanwhile, back on the playing
fields, the draw for the Senior
championship has proved of ab-
sorbing interest as 1t was again
cn the Open system. And 1t was
curely ironic that Cork, the
county that has held the title and
the O'Duffy Cup for the past four
years should have been drawn at
home against the team that was
expected to be their sharpest
challengers, Galway.

[t may seem a shame that
Galway, first time out should have
to travel to Cork to face the
champions. But Galway have a
great deal going for them. After
all they have met Cork three
times within the last twelve
months at senior level. Galway
lost by only a single puck of the
ball in the All-Ireland senior
semi-final at Ballinasloe lest Aug-
ust. Then in October Galway,
representing Connacht, met Cork’s
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REVOLUTION COMING

full All-Ireland side in the Gael-
Linn Cup semi-final at Castle-
connell and held them to a draw.
What is more in the subsequent
replay at Ballinasloe between un-
changed teams, Galway scored a
sood victory. So these Galway
girls will have no particular fears
apbout travelling especially as the
game in the Western County re-
ceived such a tremendous boost
in winning both All-Ireland Col-
leges titles.

That unique achlevement was
brought off by Presentation Con-
vent Athenry who made further
history by winning both finals at
Crcke Park on the same after-
noon, with four girls, Bernie
Duffy, Noreen Treacy, Olive
Coady and Eileen Hynes playing
on both senior and junior sides,
2 wonderful feat by any stand-
ards.

Sp Galway not alone have 2
fine team at the moment, they
have some wonderful replace-
ments coming up, and one thing
seemg certain, if in that opening
same they can end the long reign
of this great Cork side they will
then be firmest favourites to take
the title and the trophy to Con-
nacht for the first time. The other
first-round pairings should pro-
vide some entertaining games,
for, while Antrim will be firm
favourites to account for Derry,
there will be very little between
Kilkenny and Tipperary, OT be-
tween Dublin and Wexford.

As Cork who won both titles
last year will have to find an en-
tirely new junior side, I rather
fancy Galway, last year’s defeated
finalists to reczpture the title in
this grade.
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HANDBALL

ANALYSING THE OPEN DRAW

HE system of running the All-
| Ireland Singles and Doubles
Championships on an open draw
basis is now two months old and
it seems an opportune time fto
analyse its effect on the game.

My immediate impression is
that it has brought about a very
impartial method of determining
our champions.

The open draw, in one instance,
has given counties with a surplus
of first rate players an opportun-
ity of entering them in the com-
petitions, as distinct from pitting
them against each other in inter-
na] county trials, to determine
one singles and a doubles partner-
ship.

This was particularly applicable
in Leinster, with special refer-
ence to Wexford, where the right
of county representation entailed
a mini All-Ireland in itself.

On the otherhand, the Open
Draw has made it a lot more
difficult for players in Ulster to
reach the final stages. With a
sparsity of senior players in the
Province, it was nearly automa-
tic that such as Séamus McCabe
(Monaghan) and Lewis Gilmore
(Cavan) went through to the All-
Ireland Semi-Finals,

In this regard then the Open
Draw scores heavily, not to men-
tion the fact, that the innovation
of meeting a varied type of op-
position has appealed to the
players. It can be assumed also
that the concluding stages of the
Open Competitions, will produce
consistently productive and excit-
ing handball.

In an attempt to find the
deficiencies of the Open Draw,
we make the comparison with the
effective erosion of Provincialism
and, indeed, question the role of
Provincial Councils in the future.

With the administration of the
Open Draw now under the con-
trol of the Central Council, the
role of Provincial Councils will
become stagnated, in so far as
their main responsibilities will
concern subsidiary competitions,
hence, there may be a distinct
difficulty in filling positions of
administration.

Allied to this argument is the
equally authentic contention that
the Open Draw will place a heavy
financial drain on the Central
Council, and with a continual
financial deficiency in handball,
this factor must be a prime con-
sideration.

Indeed, it is possible that time
may prove the Open Draw system
less effective than anticipated.

My own opinion is that the
eventual destiny of handball may
be determined through regional
councils, who will enjoy effective
delegation of authority chanelled
through the Central Council.

At present, speculation is rife
as to the eventual winners of the
Singles and Doubles Competi-
tions, a well-nigh impossible
task, even, when these were run
on a provincial basis. It is only
natural that one should vouch for
Pat Kirby in the Singles Grade.

I, of course, made the same
prediction last year and Kirby
duly fell in the Munster Cham-
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————————=— By ALLEYMAN

pionship to Pat McGarry of
Limerick. Nonetheless, in the
past twelve months, Kirby's sheer
brilliance could not be tarnished,
and he finished the season, with
a series of super-charged per-
formances in the American
Championships. He had the dis-
tinction of being in the top eight
in that particular event, and those
who saw the games, suggest that
with a little luck he could have
reached the semi-finals.

Kirby is the complete hand-
baller, indeed, reckoned by many
as the best in the world. His
gentlemanly decorum inside and
outside the court, puts him in a
special category as a sportsman.

Kirby makes no secret of the
fact that he has a driving ambi-
tion to win a senior title, and
that he is going to make the
break for it this year.

The coming months will un-
fold the story and, while, I fancy
Kirby to land the title, one can-
not envy him the rugged path he
must traverse to get there.

He faces some really outstand-
ing opposition, including the
veteran Drogheda ace Joey
Maher, who had the distinction of
winning the American Masters
Championship this year.

The Doubles Championship is
so evenly balanced that I am at
a loss to even hazard a guess at a
winner,

I am, however, eagerly looking
forward to many attractive
matches in this year of experi-
mental open draw handball.
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Whatever you build,
Iits Coracem Super4
asbestos cement
heeting all round.
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The impressive sweeping lines of this modern
piggery are achieved through the use of
Coracem Super 4, asbestos cement sheeting.

But that’s not all that’s achieved. Coracem

Super 4 is unaffected by rot or rust. Excellent
insulation is achieved by the use of Coracem Twin.
Note the ventilators, easily fitted and also
insulated. Have you found out yet that the prices
of Asbestos Cement products are NOT soaring
like many others ? Coracem Super 4

from all leading builders providers.

Asbestos Cement Limited
6 Sth Leinster St Dublin 2
Telephone 763914
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ASBESTOS CEMENT

for top class farm buildings

By 'DECLAN GREHAN, B.Arch., of Asbestos Cement

HATEVER the farmer may
think, E.E.C. entry has
completely changed the aspect of
agriculture in Ireland. Anything
to do with agriculture 1s now
front page news. Whether it 1s
an alleged disaster in some area
of selling or guaranteed pensions
and purchase schemes for retir-
ing farmers there 1s a new
dynamism in agriculture today.

This new dimension means that
traditional attitudes must of
necessity change and be adopted
on a wide scale. Where tradit-
ional attitudes are still valid this
must be encouraged and devel-
oped.

There are factors in Ireland
which are of great benefit to far-
mers, amongst the outstanding of
which must be the availability of
information from such as the
Agricultural Institute (An Foras
Taluntais) which is in the fore-
front of world agricultural re-
search. It is of great value to
the Irish farmer that the results
of many vears of hard work and
high quality research are now
readily available at this time. To
anybody interested in agriculture
it 1s quite clear that greatest
changes have taken place
throughout the farming com-
munity.

HOW DOES THIS APPLY
TO FARM BUILDINGS?

Beginning with the farmhouse,
can anybody doubt the sweeping
changes in recent years in the
whole concept of the average
dwellinghouse on the farm. The
farmer’s wife now rightly insists
on the same standards of comfort
as her city sister and: the farmer
himself appreciates this comfort
as well.

We are finding an ever-growing

demand for Thrutone Asbestos
Cement slates and we know that
many slates are finding their way
on to the roofs of new and ren-
cvated farm houses throughout
the country.

When it comes to farm build-
ings, here obviously, the new
mental attitude is again evident.
Thought in planning and layout
to ease the labour content are
now commonplace and lead to
specialised building units. For
every different aspect of agricul-
ture there are specialised build-
ings. Asbestos Cement can offer
top quality products for all these
situations. One of the main re-
guirements must be that the pro-
duct is conceived with Irish eclim-
atic conditions in mind. The one
single factor of being mainten-
ance free can be a vital ingred-
ient when total cost is being con-
sidered. Similarly, Asbestos
Cement is not affected by con-
densation, a problem which be-
devils Irish farm buildings. It is
easy to provide highly insulated
roof and walls with different
cladding of Asbestos Cement
materials.

It must also be noted that
recent dramatic price increases in
building products have not been
reflected to any similar degree
in Asbestos Cement products
which must be among the most
economic on the market today.

It is worth noting that flat
sheets of Asbestos Cement may
serve as wall linings or pen div-
isions through piggeries or calf
housing. Here again the fact
that it is not adversely affected
by moisture and its easy cleaning
characteristics make the product
of real value to farmers.

Like many other countries in
Western Europe the farm build-
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ing o e 1n Ireland will
have a good deal of Asbestos
Cement products and Asbestos
Cement have now available i1n
Ireland, a basic product which
has seen extensive use 1In West-
ern Europe, particularly Den-
mark. This is a through colour
blue black corrugated sheet fac-
tory mitred which is called Cora-
tone. There is no doubt but that
this product can have wide app-
lication in rural Ireland in any
position where the farmer wishes
to ensure that any building being
erected will be handsome and add
to the local scene.

For any information on Asbes-
tos Cement products don’t hesi-
tate to contact Declan Grehan at
6 South Leinster Street, Dublin 2.
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If goure plqnning
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Q GQqug

Galway Crendon farm buildings
give you every benefit you'd axpect
from a farm building . . . and
much more.

For example, Galway Crendon reinforced
concrete frame buildings grow as you grow.
At the moment you may simply want a hayshed.
With a Galway Crendon building, at any time
in the future you could add blockwork walls,
with or without sheet side cladding — and turn
it into another building at very little cost. The
very nature of this framework system will

Crendon
farm building

let you add as much covered space as you require —
covered yards, machinery sheds and bulk storage all from
the one basic structure.

We can give you all the help you need, carry out site
survey and recommend the right size and type of building
to meet your problem. A highly skilled team of erectors will
put the framework up, usually in a matter of days —
with little or no disruption to your work. And remember,
Galway Crendon precast frame buildings cannot rust, they
are fire resistant and need no maintenance. Further
savings may be made as concrete buildings are cheaper
to insure than steel buildings.

You don’t need a fortune to begin your building expan-
sion programme if you choose the Galway Crendon
System. Write to Galway Concrete Ltd. and we’ll be
happy to advise you without obligation.

Galway Concrete Ltd.
Oranmore, Galway.
" Tel Galway 091 84134



BUILDING FOR THE
FUTURE —IN CONCRETE

By DES O'DOHERTY of Galway Concrete

ONCRETE, as is well known
to all farmers is the most
useful and durable material avail-
able for building. It is used ex-
tensively by farmers for floors,
yards, silos and slurry tanks. It
‘s also used in the foundations for
steel framed buildings and In
concrete blocks for the walls of
the buildings. However, very
little use has been made of con-
crete in the actual frame of the
building. The main reason for
this is that up to very recently
ng economical precast concrete
frame has been available. This
situation has now been rectified
and Galway Concrete Ltd. has in-
troduced the Galway Crendon
Portal Frame to the farming
community.

Concrete frames have tremen-
dous advantage over frames of
other materials in their dura-
bility and maintenance - free
quality. The concrete used in
precast concrete frames is poured
under factory conditions, using
high frequency vibration to en-
sure maximum strength and
resistance to damage by mach-

inery. The finished product 18
not liable to rotting like timber
or cannot deteriorate due to rust-

ing like steel. The appearance 18

therefore first class and Wwill
remain so for the life of the
building. Due to these gualities
the building will have a much
longer life. There is no main-
tenance required so the job of
painting which can be very time
consuming is completely elimin.
ated. The other advantage all
concrete buildings have is their
resistance to fire which can des:
troy a timber or steel building
very quickly. Another factor
which should be taken into
account is that concrete is made
from all Irish material and
therefore in building concrete
buildings instead of steel or tim-
ber ones the farmer is helping
the economy generally because
these other materials are impor-
ted from abroad.

The price of concrete buildings
is now competitive with steel due
to the increased cost of steel.
However, in relating these prices
one must compare like with like

and while certain types of steei
buildings are cheaper they do not
compare in design quality or dur-
ability with concrete. This 1s
especially true where ]Jarger span
buildings are concerned. There
are indications that larger live-
stock production units are going
to be far more important than
the initial capita]l investment,
The concrete portal frame has
been used extensively in Greal
Britain and on the continent for
a considerable number of years
where it has proven itself under
much more severe weather con-
ditions than we experience in
Ireland. The Crendon frame in
particular has been in great
demand in Britain. The flex-
ability of the design of the
system means that it can be used
in virtually any type of building
the farmer may require includ-
ing accommodation for cows, bheef
cattle, pigs or storage for silage,
hay, potatoes, etc. Provision can
be made for future extensions,
lean-to’s, etc., as required.

Therefore looking to the future
which despite the present set-
backs holds great hope for in-
creased production of farm com-
modities the farmer is going to
demand bigger and better quality
buildings. This demand is going
to be met by precast concrete
buildings.

@® FROM PAGE 11
to be hoped for at Wembley at Whit will be unlikely
to exceed that 25,000 mark, no matter how good
the bill of fare may be, in present circumstances.

Such an attendance is of course in itself a remark-
able achievement, presumably very satisfactory
from a financial viewpoint. The financial returns
can, of course, be further boosted by Television
coverage, though I am not too clear as to how far
the British T.V. people will go in providing sport
“1ive’” from their own cameras on Sundays. I know
they do cricket on B.B.C. 2. but hurling and foot-
ball “live” from Wembley might well draw some-
thing more than comment from the Lord’s Day
Observance Society.

But, in the final analysis, all this is strictly
short-term. The ultimate view must be a long one,
and in the end the answer to the Wembley Fixture
problem can only be provided by the Gaels of Brit-
ain themselves.

Through the last few years, I have seen several
excellent performances by London under-16 foot-
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ball sides against their Dublin footballing counter-
parts. Surely it should soon be possible to advance
the age-limit in these games to minor level, perhaps
to have a game between a minor side representing
All-Britain play one of our county minor sides as
a Wembley curtain-raiser ?

The ultimate aim must be to produce a team of
native-born “British” Gaelic footballers good enough
to challenge us here at home. Congress agreed a
couple of months ago to allow Britain representa-
tion in the senior football series. Whether this
decision was premature or not remains to be seen,
but, at the very least, it should prove a valuable
stepping stone towards the day when a football side
representing the pick of Britain will be good enough
to take on not, perhaps, the pick of Ireland but
certainly our National League or All-Treland cham-
plons.

And when that day comes, when the Wembley
games begin 1o attain something like ftrue inter-
national status, then, surely, there will be no fur-
ther need to worry about the size of the attendance.




however, Tipperary beat Lime-
rick with a point 30 seconds from
the end of a Munster final. Who
notched that winning score?

® FROM PAGE 21

7. That last gasp point by
Richie Bennis that won the Mun-
ster Senior Hurling Champisnship
for Limerick last year is still a
vivid memory. Two years earlier,

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

8. Jimmy Duggan, of Galway,
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For Men, for Ladies, for Children-
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won an All-Ireland Colleges’
senior medal and his first Con-
nacht senior souvenir in the
same year, What year wag that?

lllllllllllllll

9. Who scored Galway’s soli-
tary goal in last year’s Connacht
Senior fgotball decider — Michael
Rooney, John Tobin or Liam
Sammon?

...............................................

10. This footballer was the
youngest player to captain a

Provincial Senior Championship
winning squad in the past year?

(Printed in reverse to avoid distraction)
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THE GREAT VARIETY OF LEINSTER FOOTBALL

Host of memories

By MICK DUNNE
(of RTE Sport)

HE distinguishing feature of the Leinster football championship
has always been its great variety. The province has the largest
number of counties and, usually, no significant variation in the stand-
ard or strength of most of them. Consequently the absolute unpre-
dictability of the competition makes it the most exciting of all four

provincial football championships.

At the start of each summer
there’s a huge uncertainty about
which counties will be Leinster
finalists in July. There’s no such
doubt in Munster where the
Kerry-Cork monopoly 1s very
rarely interrupted. There was
only a brief spell in the 1950s
when it wasn’t Mayop or Roscom-
mon who gqualified for the final
with Galway. It’s only in recent
timeg that <Cavan’s Trecurring
presence in the Ulster final has
been halted.

In Leinster no two counties
have ever dominated the {foot-
ball final. There have been pat-
terns, but they never lasted for
too long. In the late Twenties it
was Dublin and Kildare, but by
the end of the Thirties there was
a change to Laois-Kildare finals,
In the 1940s we never had the
same pairing in successive finals
—there was, in fact, the changing
pairings of DubliniCarlow, Wex-
ford~Offaly, Louth-Laois, Louth-
Wexford and Meath-Laois—and
this continued unti] the late
1950 when Dublin and Louth
clashed in two. Came the Sixties
and it was Offaly-Dublin giving
away to Meath-Offaly and this
pairing, in turn, was replaced by
Offaly and Kildare. So the Lein-
ster championship is not the piace
where betting men make money.

Onece one starts thinking along

these lines a host of memories of
splendid finals come flooding
back.

Ironically, one of the wvery
great finals got a lot less cover-
age than it deserved. The
Dublin newspapers were closed
by a strike when Meath and Louth
played in Croke Park in July
1952. Those were the days of
near 50,000 crowds, but a thriller,
which ended in a 1-6 to 0-8 vic-
tory for Meath, earned only a
few inches of daily newspaper
space—and that in the “Cork
Examiner” which was more con-
cerned, understandably, with
what was happening in Munster.

That was a Meath team of mar-
vellous footballers. Remember
the great Paddy O'Brien? He had
one of his frequent hours of bril-
liance at fulldback, and there was
the wiry little—but oh so sturdy
—Christo Hand. Brendan Mag-
uire, who two months later was
to play in the Alldreland final
with his brothers Des and Liam
wearing the blue and white of
Cavan, had a very happy hour at
midfield. It was the great Brian
Smith who got the decisive goal

in the second half to give Meath

their winning lead and that final
showed us the superb attacking
talents of Paddy Meegan and
Peter McDermott.

And, of course, the great Louth
37
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names cross the memory . ., Tom
Conlon, Paddy Markey, Hubert
Reynolds, Stephen White and the
then young Kevin Beahan.

Only Dublin fans among the
48,860 who szw the 1955 final
could have left Croke Park happy
because that was one of the most
one-sided deciders on record :
Dublin 5-12, Meath 0-7. Yet, that
game was notable for the dazzling
quality of the overwhelming foot-
ball played by a Dublin team of
eleven St. Vincent’s men with
Paddy O’Flaherty, Billy Monks,
Jim McGuinness and Johnny
Boyle, the “outsiders”. (Incident-
ally, my last meeting with
Johnny Boyle was jJust tfour
monthg ago in London Airport
before we parted company—he
to check-in for a flight to Los
Angeles on the way back to New
Zealand after a brief visit hcme
and I heading for the Miami
check-in desk to start a journey
that took me to Tennessee).

Two months earlier in 735
Dublin had beaten Meath easily
in the League final, but they an-
nihilated them in the prowvincial
final to give Dublin the title after
a 13-year lapse. With Ollie
Freaney most effectively doing
the engine-room work as cenire
half-forward they ripped through
the Meath defence. Johnny Boyle
had two goals, Kevin Heffernan,
Cathal O'Leary and Des Ferguson
one each. And, in recent years,
by a queer quirk of fate that
same Des Ferguson is one of the
principal promoters of hurling in
Meath.

@& TO PAGE 42



HAT there’s a perennial

fixture problem within the

Gaellc Athletic Association
there’s no doubt.

The question is can anything
be done to alleviate the situation?
Midweek games have been fried,
but have hardly proved an un-
qualified success.

How about utilising Saturdays
for a number of Iinter-county
games?

We put this suggestion to some
prominent members of the asso-

clation.

COLM DORAN :

If inter-county games were
staged on Saturdays, counties
would be fielding skeleton sides.
There’s no way a farmer for in-
stance could get off to play on
Saturday—and there are a lot of
them in top class football and
hurling.

The same would apply to sup-
porters, and those that were free
to go to a game would not, I feel,
support Gaeliec games on any day
other than Sunday. It’s what he
has been used to.

Nowadays people are not too
keen to make sacrifices and while
the players might, if pushed, set
aside their work and play, 1
would be surprised if the sup-
porters took the same line.

MARTIN DOHERTY :

I would be all in favour of it
because it would give the lads
a chance to enjoy themselves at
the weekend. At the present
fime players cannot have a jar
or anything on the Friday or

Saturday before a big game, and

since all of them will have to
be up early for work on Monday,
entertainment on Sunday evening
is also limited.

I think it would be a good

By jOHN OISHEA (of the Evening Press)

DIVERSE VIEWS ON
SATURDAY GAMES

idea. Of course there might be

problems such as encouraging

the fans to turn out on a day

which might not suit them. But

they could be conditioned to it.
AL McMURRAY

Obviously it would be a great
idea to relieve pressure on the
fixture programme, but 1t's not
on in Ulster.

Most of our lads are dual
players. They play soccer on Sat-
urdays and Gaelic on Sundays.
Frankly they would not be pre-
pared to throw aside the soccer.

Also a lot of them are students
who have part time jobs on Sat-
urdays, which allow them to turn
out for local soccer games, but
would leave them no time for
travelling distances for Gaelic
games.

T. P. MURPHY :

Saturday football is the only
way we can hope to improve the
standard in Ulster. Too many of
our players are playing soccer
on Saturday with the result that
they are hardly fit to turn out
in Gaelic games on the following
day.

I think it would be a marvel-
lous idea and should be glven a
try. It goes without saying that
it would be a blessing to those
whose task it is to arrange the
various fixtures.

SEAMUS POWER

We have tried it in Waterford
and found it to be a failure. It
definitely did not take.

The fact was that few paying
customers turned up, so the
Board lost money. Consequently
we would be slow to try it again.

I'm convinced that Saturday 1s
a T.V. day in Ireland. The sport-
ing public stay at home watching
racing, wrest.ing or soccer. Then
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on Sunday they come along fto
our games. I don’t think this
will change, despite the wishes
of many.

DONIE O’'SULLIVAN

Rationalise the fixture list and
there would be no need for Sat-
urday football. If things were
better organised there would be
no problems.

I don’t believe that Saturday
football will ever be popular. The
supporters would: not, I think
take to it, and I'm not so sure
the players would either.

In Ireland it’s very difficult to
get people to watch games, what-
ever they are, with the possible
exception of golf on Saturdays.

PACKY McGARTY :

No, I would be all against it
For some counties championship
and important league games are
“days out” for the fans. They
look forward to them for weeks
in advance. You could never try
and convince them to go on Sat.
urdays instead of Sundays.

Traditions die hard in the
G.A.A. and country folk would
never stand for such an upheava:
in their programme,

Nobody would I suppose object
if less important games were
staged on Saturday, but it’s hard
to 1magine big matches being
moved away from Sunday.

ALO KELLY :

It might be a sound move 1in
theory, but I could never see it
operating. For a start Saturday
is still a working day for most of
the lads who play Gaelic games.
Secondly, people simply would
not turn out in sufficient num-
bers on Saturday to see inter-
county football,

Perhaps it might be possible
to run off certain tournament
games on Saturdays, but certainly
not important league or cham-
pionship ties.

In any event there are ton
many counter attractions on
Saturdays, the television being
the main one.



ULSTER VIEWPOINT

NEW RULES WELL

AM writing this plece On

Sunday, June 2, shortly after
the curtain has fallen on the
latest tragic scene in the contin-
uing tortured saga of the Fourth
Green Field; by the grace and
favour of those who, during the
past fortnight, have crushed the
most elementary facets of living
I can now hope that it will be
delivered.

The so-called Workers’ Strike
strangled life in the Six Counties
for the latter half of the month
of May and, of course, GAA act-
ivities suffered through the
wholesale, naked anarchy which
stalked the streets and country-
side.

However life must go on and I
have just returned from seeing
Antrim putting paid to Ferman-
agh’s championship hopes In
their first round tie at Casement
Park. Sadly the Erne county
must wait another year at least
before winning their first Ulster
crown but it is good to see An-
trim again hinting that they are
hack as serious contenders in the
title race.

No doubt the critics will be
justified in suggesting that this
was a sub-standard affair high-
lighted—if that 1is the correct
word—by some atrocious Fer-
managh marksmanship rather
than by any star quality in the
Saffrons performance. Person-
ally I believe any side with such
as Seamus Killough in defence
and Gerry Armstrong, Aidan

RECEIVED BY ALL

Hamill and Andy McCallin in
attack must be reckoned with.
Indeed I will be greatly surprised
if Antrim’s clash with Tyrone or
Donegal in the semi-final on
July 7 does not prove very inter-
esting.

A NEW GAME'!

If the proof of the pudding be
in the eating, the new experimen-
tal playing rules seem certain to
provide a very heady diet
throughout the championship
season and beyond.

I have not had any personal
reaction from the South but cer-
tainly both fans and players alike
up here seem well satisfied with
the fare served up so far under
the revised dispensation.

Armagh secretary and top
inter-county referee Gerry Fagan
seemed to be speaking for all
when he told me that the new
rules in football “will give us a
new game completely”. Although
he has some reservations about
the enlarged parallelogram
Fagan is delighted with the effect
the other changes have had al-
ready. “In the games I have
handled so far with the changes
in operation I have been really
thrilled and I believe that players
and spectators have also been
delighted with the changes,” he
remarked.

And Fagan added: “Referees
have it now in their power to es-
tablish their control over the
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By Dan McAreavy

game. The fact that it is com-
mon knowledge that a player can
be sent off for persistent fouling
should be a great deterrent and
with automatic suspension now
only two weeks referees should
be more willing to sideline offen-
ders,

“The third-man tackle always
caused problems in the past. But
I’'m not all that happpy about the
awarding of a penalty for all
fouls committed inside the en-
larged parallelogram. 1It’s a bit
rough to give a penalty against a
defender for picking the ball off
the ground 20 yards from his own
goal particularly if he stumbles
and accidentally touches the ball
on the ground.”

Continuing his very interesting
assessment of the new position
Fagan suggested that reterees
would have to rely more on their
umpires and while this would be
satisfactory in county games
where neutral officials were 1n
charge he had doubts about it at
club level,

I go all the way with Gerry
Fagan and I have every sympathy
with his reservations about the
justice of awarding an open pen-
alty for all fouls committed in-
side the enlarged parallelogram.

Several local referees here are
very keen on the Rules Revision
Committee having another look
at this particular rule.

Many of these officials believe
that the GAA should examine the
possibility of classifying fouls
within the new “square” with a
view to having the punishment
fit the crime more equitably than
may be the case at present.

I do not wish to throw cold
water on any attempt to investi-
gate this problem but personally
I can’t help feeling that any
effort to categorise fouls is
doomed to end in disaster be-
cause of the additional burden it
would place on the referee’s
shoulders.
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the flexible way to expand

Instacabin is the
portable building
with the size and
shape to suit
your exact
requirements.

Built solidly for permanent use, the Instacabin is ideal for additional
otfice space, club pavilions, medical dispenseries, Local Government
Otfices — in fact wherever accommodation is needed. Instacabin is

flexible, economical and easy to get — just telephone us with a size and
! location and we'll get your Instacabin moving straight away. Instacabin

is fitted on site in a matter of minutes — you just plug into the main
Services

the flexible way to expand

For brochure giving further details of Instacabin, phone 376196, or drop us a line

INSTACABIN LTD.

SYSCON HOUSE, CIAN PARK, DUBLIN 9




LA MA T AAAALLLAAAAAAAAA AT AATALAAAA T LA LAAAAL AL VAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAY LALAALLAAAAAYL LLALAL LA AAAVAVARAAAAN

Club development news
by TONY KEEGAN
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ECENTLY 1 had the pleasure
of interviewing John Connolly,
Managing Director of another one

of Ireland’s most successful com-
panies, the Connolly Construction
Co. For a number of years the
three Connolly brothers, Michael,
John and Bill who hail from Co.
Mayo, have been building houses,
schools and other prestige pro-
jects both here and abroad. They
were later joined by brothers
Dominick and Tom. They now em-
ploy approximately eight hun-
dreq men and last{ year built
many hundred houses here.

The good news for clubs and
county boards in Ireland is that
this go-ahead company has now
brought to the market a top class
portable building — Instacabin.

Manufactured in Ireland by
Irish craftsmen, this fully guar-
anteed building should be a great
help in solving the problem of
clubs throughout the whole coun-
try. Wherever a lorry or trailer
can go, SO can Instacabin.

Instacabin is a great new con-
cept which brings instant per-
manient accommodation to you
quickly, economically and effi-
ciently. A wide variety of units
are availeble to suit all needs
and the flexibility of each unit
renders it possible to link addi-
tional wunits should it be neces-
sary.

Instacabin is quickly and easily
available and can be set up on
the site within minutes by the
special TInstastrut system. No
advance preparation or founda-
tion is required. The Instacabin
arrives complete with all wiring

so that as soon as it is in pOSI-
tion it can be linked to all the
main serwvices.

When you order an Instacabin
from Martin Nilan, Commercial
Manager at the Connolly Con-
struction Company, you get 4
building that is made with extra
sturdiness for permanent use,
precisely insulated against heat-
ing wastage and weatherproofed
to stand up to most exposed
locations. Floor covering is pro-
vided and all buildings are paint-
ed before delivery. So it is just a

matter of moving in right away
on delivery.

As an optional extra Instacabin
can be fitted out to your speci-
cations before delivery. Another
feature which would appeal to
clubs with space problems is the
fact that Instacabin can be stack-
ed one on top of another where
necessary.

For further information about
Instacabin you should contact
Martin Nilan, at Syscon House,
Cian Park, Drumcondra, Dublin
9. Tel. 379836.

R—
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PHONE :
342990
342122

NORTH ROAD, FINGLAS, DUBLIN 11

% Only top brand sets.

+ Full and free Maintenance.

+ Finest Terms.

% Change to a new model—or colour

—at any fime.

4 No installation charge.
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Who can forget that splendid
defence of Denis Mahony, Jim
Lavin, Mick Moylan and the late
Nicky Maher or the midfield play
of Jim Crowley. Yes, Dublin —
indeed the G.A.A. — badly needs
their like again.

On the last day of July 1960 a
new name was added to Leinster’s
roll of honour. And no Offaly
supporter among 35,000 allowed
the torrential downpours to
dampen his spirits on this day of

joy. It was a long, long time com-
ing and it was alarmingly close
before Donie O'Hanlon {tfapped
over the winning point that beat
Louth 0-10 to 1-6.

Willie Nolan, Paddy MeCor-
mack, Greg Hughes, John Egan,
Sean [Foran, Harry Donnelly,
Sean Brereton and 'O'Hanlon
were some of the men who took
part 1n that historic win, but
only McdCormack remained as a
player to share in the ultimate
glory when the Sam Maguire

PM.PA. G 7™

CORK: 18 Mary St. Tel. 021-25562. DUBLIN: 39 Wolfe Tone 5t. Tel.
736044. KILDARE: Carlow Road, Athy. Tel. 0507-21176. LAOIS: 2
Coote St., Portlaoise. Tel. 0502-21776/7. ROSCREA: Birr Road. Tel.
401. THURLES: Tel. 255. WATERFORD: 84 The Quay. Tel. 051-5168.

New LIMERICK office open at

Dooradoyle, Limerick (opposite

Regional Hospital).
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Cup went to Offaly over a decade
later, |

No look back at Leinster finals
could omit the first one played
over 80 minutes. That 1970 de-
cider between Meath and Offaly
was surely one of the most re-
markably dramatic of all. Meath
were five points yp in 15 minutes,
then John Cooney’s goal set
Offaly alight and they were lead-
ing 4-7 to 0-9 at the interval. For
the second half Meath switched
Ollie Shanley from left corner
forward all the way up to right
half-back and 15 minutes after
the resumption Offaly led 4-11 to
0-16. Then came two goals by
Mick Fay for Meath and they
were fighting back with enor-
mous courage to win 2-22 to 5-12.

One other Leinster final was
outside my sports journalism
career, but is still vividly recalled
for reasons not entirely associated
with the place of my birth, In
the 1846 final I saw one of the
most outstanding individual per-
formances I can remember. By
that time Tommy Murphy of
Laols — the greatest of all the
footballers who never won an
AlliIreland medal — was nearly
ten years in senior football and
he had moved from midfield to
centre halfback. Yet, this de-
fender kicked eight points from
frees, and was responsible for
making another, when Laois beat
Ki'l-dal‘e 0-11 to 1-6.

From the time he began as a
young teenage senior until his
last appearance in 1953, Murphy,
one of the most superb stylists of
all time, played many outstand-
ing games for Laois. But rarely
did he contribute as much as in
that 46 final. Moveover, as Kil-
dare launched all-out late raids to
save the game Tommy magnifi-
cently defied them with brilliant
defending,.

If Dublin could do with a few
Freaneys and Heffernans nowa-
days how much more do Laois
need players like Tommy Mur-
phy, Bill, Mick and Chris Delaney
and Mick Haughney.
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“rHE G.A.A. needs a shake-up

in the public relations field.”
That’s a sentiment that has been
echoed from time to time down
the vears, and I came across it
yet again when preparing this
month’s review of comments from
the provincial papers.

The public relationg aspect was
put into focus in COMMENT 1n
the “Roscommon Champion.” I
take the following from the 1ssue
published after the Kerry-Ros-
common draw in the National
Football League final:

“Roscommon’s team mentors
held a “Welcome Home’ do for
the lads on their return from
Dublin on Monday. The function
was held in the Royal Hotel and
was well attended, especially by
local children who heard of it at
their schools.

“The G.A.A.,, . which : mever
ceases to scream about ‘polor pub-
licity’ didn’t bother to invite the
local fpress mor did it inform the
papers to give advance notice to
the public so that the boys could
have a real welcome from fans
that were proud jof their showing
at Croke Park.

“On Tuesday 'we heard from 2
non-G.A.A. source that the func-
tion was, in fact, a private one
for the team and officials only.
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This seems odd as the team is
owned by the County at large
and not by the officials alone —
unless the officials are |[going to
cough up the cash this ‘year and
forego the usual Church gate
begging bowls. '-

“This is not a new crap. Local
press men covering championship
and National League games, of-
ten in miserable weather, at the
Dr. Douglas Hyde Park get no
consideration freml local officials
— but let a national newspaper
reporter show his mose jover the
skyline and the local officials are
all of a dither to ensure his maxi-
mum comfort,

“We all know how those same
national newspaper reporters
treated Roscommon in their pre-
match coverage of last Sunday’s
game,

“In addition, the Secretary of
the West of Ireland branch of the
National Union of Journalists re-
cently wrote to local and national
G.A.A. officials about the treat-
ment of lecal reporters. The local
bigwigs and their national coun-
terparts didn’t even have the
courtesy to reply.

“The G.A.A. needs a shake-up
in the public relations field, and
until its puts its own house in
order, it need not wail again

AT LLLALA L

about ‘poor publicity.” The local
press does its best to foster in-
terest in G.A.A. games and it is
about time the G.A.A. recognised
this fact in a tangible imanner.”

Finally, I go out more or less
where I came in with these para-

graphs from Gorey Gaelic Gossip

by Sean Dwyer In “The Guar-
dian” :

“] got a surprise in St. Enda’s
Park, Gorey, on Sunday last—the
structure that goes for a ‘Press
Rox’ had disappeared. In fact, it
is not a Press Box at all but a
sort of shelter with only a roof
and no sides or front, Admittedly
it will keep the rain off you pro-
vided the wind is blowing from
the right direction. At least this
crude shelter was better than
nothing.”

“However, that is even gone.
Several requests have been made
to St. Enda’s Park Committee,
the Gorey District Committee
and Wexford County Board to
provide a proper Press Box in
Gorey but without any results.

“The situation has now reached
the ultimatum stage — unless a
Press Box 1is provided, appro-
priate action will be taken im-
mediately and this could result
in games at St. Enda’s Park not
being covered by the Press.”

GREAT PRODUCTS FROM WHELEHANS

kno

T. P. Whelehan, Son & Co. Ltd.,
Finglas, Dublin 11.

wn and trusted throu

ghout Ireland
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& AUROFAC 20

Prevention and cure for
White Scour in calves.

ju TARGOT
Mastitis treatment for
dairy COWS,

® CYFAC
Feed Additive for pigs.

@ PAYZONE

Growth promoter for
pigs, broilers and
turkevs.



Remember,
with cigarettes you
just can’t win!




ULY is with us. High Summer.

Sunny days (we hope). Provin-
cial finals. Long lines of cars
going to games. Traffic jams.
Over-heated engines. The early
excitement of the minor games,
Future stars. County favours
being sold. Ice cream being
flung into the crowd. Collectors
of all kinds. The old melodeon
man never dies. He knows the
songs to sing. There 1is nothing
like the championship.

HARRY KEEGAN

Our Cut-out this month 1s
Harry Keegan of Roscommon—a
courageous corner back who typi-
fies the spirit of this Roscommon
team. Everyone was SOrry they
missed the boat in the drawn
N.F.L. final. For they played a
very exciting open brand of foot-
ball reminiscent of the Jimmy
Murray - Donal Keenan - Frankie
Kinlough - Bill Carlos - Brendan
Lynch era. This team will be
back. But hats off to Kerry too—
they have shown remarkable con-
sistency in the league for the past
few years.

WATERFORD
Two other things before I in-

" b 'f‘* Greene . .

L

. &

R T member of the
“ I L ﬁ“ Warerfﬂrd team

e e Co rk,

troduce the Mailbag. Weren't
Waterford great? They have
trained hard under Seamus

Power and we will be hearing
much more of the Greenes,
Hickey, McGrath, Heffernan,
Geary, Coady and Co.

Finally a treat for programme
collectors. The Sigerson Cup
official programme produced by
the Maynooth College G.A.A.
ciub is a masterpiece. Those of
you who want it can have a copy
of this magnificent production by
writing to Rev. M. O Ruairc, St.
Patrick’s College, Maynooth, Co.

Kildare, enclosing stamps to
value of 10p.
COMPETITION

For the ten best replies to the
question: “Are Corkmen Ireland’s
best hurlers?” I am giving
copies of that wonderful club his-
tory. ‘““The Spirit of the Glen”.
Here then are the ten prizewin.-
ners and their entries.

“No Cork aren’t; but Munster
hurling is best. All ground hur-
ling, no picking up and a different
style altogether.”” — (John Col-
clough, Ballygibbon, Rathnure,
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.)

“They were great in the
League. Yes they are great hur-
lers.”—(Tommy Maher, Main St.,
Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny).

“No. They have some great
players but so have other coun-
ties.” — (Gerald Traynor, 893
Francis St., Edenderry, Co.
Offaly).

“I have no doubt they are. Just
take a long look at their past
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record. I love getting GAELIC
SPORT”. — (Timothy Mulcahy,
2522%  Stonycroft, Southfield,

Michigan, 48075 U.S.A.)

“Apart from Christy Ring—no.
Cork’s great success secret Is
their ability to produce a galaxy
of stars together”. — (Joseph
Woods, Cloneyogan, Lahinch, Co.
Ciare).

@ Christy Ring . .. one
of the all-time “greats’
of hurling.

“Yes they are. You'd need to
see a game between Cork and
Kilkenny to understand this.
Remember the '72 final.”—(Gerry
Pender, Ballymorris Upper,
Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wicklow).

“Corkmen are great sporting
people. No they are not Ire-
land’s best hurlers but have pro-
duced great hurlers like Christy
Ring and Jack Lynch. P (Sean
6 Conghaile, Furnish, Letter-
mullen, Co. Galway).

“No, but they are the most
dedicated and enthusiastic hur-
lers in the country. Hurling 1s

® OVERLEAF




T I T o et g AR T ATTE TR R R SR U U

JUNIOR DESK :

llllll!lllllFlIIIFIIIIIHIIHIIIIIIIIrlIIIIfIIIiI:I!IHIIIIHI:IHIIIP CCLNEN BUTHH RN RLARE RUIRE RRARR RRLAN |

CRLNT REELE ALERR RELS RUAY

® FROCM OVERLEAF

in every Corkman’s blood. They
typify everything that 1Is Irish
and they have a proud hurling
history.”—(Patrick Leogue, Bal-
lina, Geashill, Co, Offaly).

“Yes they are. If they fail
they rise quickly. As Corkmen
they believe the McCarthy Cup
belongs specifically to them.
Every so often they feel obliged
to win it. Corkmen don’t go out
~ hoping to win. They go out ex-
pecting to win.”—(Mary 0’Grady,
Ballyconnoe North, Lisdoonvarna,
Co. Clare).

JUNIOR DESK

“No but they are the most ded-
icated hurlers vou will ever find.
They have great fighting spirit,
determination and will to win.
All Corkmen are so proud to wear
the red jersey. They always hurl
to the end.”—(Aidan Foley, Sans
Souci, Ardcavan, Co. Wexford).

My thanks to all the other com-
petitors. The above ten prize-
winners were not given in order
of merit. If I had to nominate
the best entry I'd give the palm
to Mary O’Grady with Patrick
Leogue and Aidan Foley running
her close.
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From the Mailbag
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“Junior Desk 1s great. Glve us
a Cut-out of Ray Cummins or
Noel Skehan” — Tom Moore,
Walshtown More, Midleton, Co.
Cork.

@ We had a colour Cut-out of
Noel Skehan in the April ‘74 edit-
ion GAELIC SPORT. Send P.O.
for 25p to address at end of column
if you want one. (J.M.)

“Give us Cut-outs of Eamonn
Grimes and Richie Bennis'’'—Joe
Downey, Spittle, Ballylanders,
Co. Limerick.

‘“Please give us a Cut-out of a
Waterford hurler”’—Gerard Dow-
ling, 5 Upper Johnstown, Water-
ford.

® [I's past time we honoured
Waterford. What a magnificent
comeback they have made in hur-
ling. How about it Mr. Editor?
(J.M.)

“I enjoy Junior Desk. Please
keep it going”’—Anthony Cogan,
Beechcrest, Crosshaven, Co. Cork.

@® Of course we will Anthony
(J.M.)

“I will donate to your favourite
charity. Could I get cassette
tapes of Michael O’Hehir’s
recordings of Gaelic games?’—

Tom Gleeson, 15712 S. Willard,
Harvey, Illinois 60426 U.S.A.

@ // yvou wish to subscribe 1o
Gorta, The Freedom From Hunger
Council of Ireland, Aston House,
Aston Quay, Dublin 2, please do.
I don’t think that the cassette tapes
you require are available but there
should be a market for such Michacel
O'Hehir tapes. (1.M.)

o —
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@ Dermot
Earley ... Ros-
common will be
looking to him,
in their forth-
coming quest

for the Con-
nacht football
title.

“1 fee] every G.A.A. follower
should have a vote in the selec.
tion of the Carrolls All-Stars. The
mgst votes must count.”—Martin
Fox, Printinstown, Delvin, Co.
Westmeath.

Mary 0O’Grady (address given
earlier), in an excellent letter,
among other things feelgs Cork
will beat Kerry in Killarney bhe-
cause as she says: “Kerry will be
worn out.” She predicts Galway
will scrape past Roscommon and
Tyrone will] win out again in
Ulster. “Offaly will win in Lein-
ster”, says Mary and Limerick
will win in Munster again. Mary
likes the new rules, looks forward
to Raymond Smith’s new book on
hurling. Finaily Mary asks why
we don’t reproduce the wedding
photograph of Ray Cummins and
his bride in Junior Desk.

Gerry Pender (address earlier)
thinks Roscommon have a lovely
team and likes Dermot Earley,
Mickey Freyne, Tony Regan, Dave
Watson and John Kelly particu-
larly.

Tom Ryall, Michaelschurch,
Ballycallan, Kilkenny, was sur-
prised to read my suggestion that
the Railway Cups should be scrap-
ped. In a long, interesting letter
he says the players still want
them and suggests the dates
should be switched to October.
It is so easy to stay at home when
one can see them on TV. “No
going out in the cold which seemg
to be at its worst every March
17”. No one has written about
the cost of going to Dublin. Be-
sides most farmers are now 1n-
volved in dairying and they form
the backbone of the G.A.A. Tom
feels the club finals are aiso
doomed to failure if staged in
Croke Park in March 17. The
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include this superb action photo of Mick Malone

of Cork breaking through the Kilkenny defence in the 1972 All-Ireland

Hurling final.

In the background are (from left): Eamonn Morrissey and

Pat Henderson.

Railway Cup semi-finals should
be played on the same day in the
provinces. The finals should be
played in the country, too. Tom
feels also that the Leinster S.H.
Final should also be taken out ot

Croke Park and suggests that
Nowlan Park, though developed
as a super stadium, is starved of
games.

Tom goes further and suggests
that the All-Ireland S.F. semi-

ELIC SPORT-THE MAGAZINE THE

finals should not be televised
live and should be played at
country venues like Mullingar or
Tullamore or Castlebar or Port-
laoise as they were in the 'thirties
when they would be a sell-out.
Tom finally predicts that the att-
endance at this year’s Munster
S.F. final will be an all-time high
for the fixture.

® Some great points Tom. Ob-
viously one of the great thinkers in
the G.A.A. I'd agree with you on
most counts Tom, and would be
prepared to give a trial to the Rail-
way Cups in October. (J.M.)

We aren’t having a competition
this month. There 1s too much
to do and to see. Provincial finals
everywhere. This year again we
are producing a gpecial souvenir
Connacht final programme. Gerry
Arthurs, as always, will have a
special] Ulster final programme
and I understana Munster are

going to do likewise this year.

If any of you want a Pen-Pal
send on particulars. Tell me
who vou’d like to see as Cut-out.
Be sure to read Ann Carroll’s
column—angd girls get involved.
Join a G.A.A. club and play as
many games as you can. Tell me
just anything you want to—your
favourite referee, the best togged
out team in the country. I like
the Tyrone jersey and one of my
sons is dying to get one (with the
Red Hand of course). Next
month I’'ll have another competi-
tion D.V. In the meantime Slan
agaibh. Write to me at—

Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,

80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.

WL




B A T -

LIMERICK Ci.

RBFERENCE

AN CLUB LEABHAR 1973-74

BALLRAIOCHT—£5.00

Gheobhaidh tu na leabhair seo leanas:
1. Codladh an Ghaiscig—Maire Mhac an tSaoi
2. Ghaibh a Leithéid an tSli Trath—Padraig
O Fiannusa
3. Seandaoine—Concubhar O Ruaire
4. Seoda an tSeabhaic—An Seabhac
5. Ceannrodaithe—Risteard O Glaisne.
Cuirfear Dialann Ghaeilge 1974 chuig gach ball.
Chomh maith leis na leabhair thuas ta tairis-
cinti breise 4 dtabhairt dar mbaill ar phraghas-
anna speisialta.

AN CLUB LEABHAR,
86 Sraid 'Gardnar Ioch.,
Baile Atha Cliath 1.
Teil. 752231.

Gach eolas o6 :

FOIRM CLARAITHE

Is mian liom clara mar bhall ar £5.00

RONCREA
A

Sausages, rashers,
bacon joints,
puddings-
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all with that

mighty meaty flavour
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Irish Transport
and General Workers’
Union

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US IN THE BEST
ORGANISED AND MOST INFLUENTIAL
TRADE UNION IN IRELAND

You nced a strong well-organised trade union to

protect your interest at this time of recurring re-

dundancies, job insecurity, increasing cost of living
and the drive towards worker democracy.

WHY NOT CONTACT THE ITGWU
BRANCH SECRETARY IN YOUR AREA OR
WRITE DIRECTLY TO:

The General Secretary, ITGWU,
Liberty Hall, Dublin 1.

e e e

We

print

this
magazine !

<>

CITYVIEW PRESS LTD.

5 Campbell's Row
North Circular Road

Dublin |
Telephone 745941

Published by “Gaelic Sport™. Printed bv Cityview Press [.td.. 32 Portland Place. N.C.R.. Dublin 1.
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HARRY
KEEGAN
Roscommon

Age : 22,

Height : 6 {t.
Weight : 14 st.

Club : Castlerea

St. Kevin’s.
Position : Right
full-back.

Senior Inter-County
Debut : 1972.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS :
Harry i1s a
psychiatric nurse.
He had his first
outing with the
county senior team
against Kilkenny

in a National League
tie, and as right

full back, was one
of the youngest
members of the side
that won
Roscommon’s last
Connacht Senilor
Football
Championship in
1972. That ranks as
his only major
inter-county medal
win.

Now firmly
established as one
of the best defenders
in the game, he
made two
appearances this
year with
Connacht as

left full back in the
Railway Cup
campaign. He has
helped hisiclub to a
number of County
Championship
titles.
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Our Sports Team

Our Sports Team hasn’t scored a goal or broken a record for
years. Yet it's always a winning team — because it's selected
from the most experienced and talented sports commentators
and writers in the country. Whenever and wherever the big
sports events are on, you'll find our team tirelessly at work.
To add to your enjoyment of your favourite sport. On RTE.
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