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ALL IRELAND SEMI-FINALS

i bPairc an Chrocaigh

12 aucusT, 1973 —CONNACHTA v. LAIGHIN

in senior and minor football

19 AucusT, 1973 =ULAIDH v. MUMHA

in senior and minor football

—

5 AUGUST, 1973 —ALL-IRELAND HURLING SEMI-FINAL
MUMHA

LONDON n6 GAILLIMH

OUR PITCH

We are not claiming that our operations are as exciting
as watching your favourite football team win. But to
thousands of people in our towns and farms this is where
the real scores are made.

Scores in the home and export markets that are the
result of technical experience, teamwork, modern
equipment, and research. Scores that are worth £50m.
annually to the country. So the next time you see an
Irish Sugar Company harvesting operation,
give a cheer — we'’re the home side.

Irish Sugar Company




Start at the top
and work your
way OWI.
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¥ GUINNESS |

......

Building a career usually means starting the hard way at the
bottom and working your way up. It’s different with a pint of Guinness.
You start at the top and work your way down. It’s so much easier.
And much more fun.

There’s no hurry with a pint of Guinness. You can sip it slowly and
leisurely, savouring every drop through that smooth, creamy
head. And when you get to the bottom you can start all over again.
At the top.

.. Get together with a Gumness
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FIXTURES

E have campaigned from
time to time for a ‘more
imaginative approach in the mak-
ing of inter-county fixtures.
Every other sporting organisa-
tion appears to be able to draw
up an annual schedule—and to
stick rigidly to it. The time has
long since passed for the G.A.A.
to get firmly in line in this re-
gard,

Having said that, we now wel-
come the news that the Activities
Committee has drawn up a set
of proposals with regard to the
annual fixtures list, These will
be considered at a Central Coun-
cil meeting early this month.

One of the suggestions, how-
ever, appears to be well off tar-
get. It is that the hurling and
football games in the National
League be played on the same
Sunday, instead of on alternate
Sundays as at present.

This is one way of cutting
down on the dual-player problem
that has helped to upset the fix-
tures schedule in the past. It
would also doubtless mean extra
Sundays for club games.

But it is hardly a move de-
signed to ensure that the pul-
ling power of inter-county foot-
ball and hurling is exploited to
the fullest. And this should be a
primary concern in these days
when there is such strong opposi-
tion from other sports.

Take press publicity, for ex-

EDITORIAL COMMENT

DILEMMA

ample. With 20 odd National
LLeague games down for deci-
sion every second Sunday, space
considerations would mean that
many of the matches would in-
evitably lose out in the match
previews. A week later there
would be a dearth of inter-
county news.

This is not the way to ensure
that the games receive the maxi-
mum publicity possible, Further-
more attendances at matches all
round would bhe hit. The status
quo, then, of football and hur-
ling gameg in the Leagues on
alternate Sundays should be
maintained. But with the impor-
tant provision that failure fo
fulfill fixtures on schedule, ex-
cept for the gravest of reasons,
would result in the loss of
points.

If the counties fully apprec-
iated this, they would soon get
properly organised.

The Activities Committee ap-
pears to be on firmer ground in
advocating the abolition of the
Grounds’ Tournament. But what
of London’s participation in the
All-Ireland senior hurling cham-
pionship?

The Exiles deserve every en-
couragement, but it is hard to
see how the game across the
Channel benefits from this an-
nual excursion into the All-Ire-
land series.

The Activities Committee
should look again at this set-up.

COVER PHOTO :

UR front cover personality, this month, is
Ulster and Donegal star, Brian McEniff,

the first defender from Ulster to win a coveted Carroll’s All-Star award.
On page 21, in this issue, Owen McCann spotlights the career of the
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Corkmen dominate

NTIL this issue only one Cork foothaller, Billy Morgan, figured

in the Top Ten for 1973, but after the way that the Leesiders
took Kerry apart in the Munster senior final, the county earns the
lion’s share of the honours in the current football chart with three
representatives—Kevin Jer O’Sullivan, Morgan and Billy Field.

In view of the fact that Cork
kicked in a whopping 5-12 iIn
that win it may seem strange to
find two stalwarts of the rear-
guard up there in the premier
placings, but a closer look be-
hind the result reveals that
O’Sullivan and Morgan well
deserve their high ratings.

The right half back was one
of the brightest stars throughout
the entire 80 minutes. Every-
thing he did was brimful of in-
telligence and purpose, and this
was a major factor in Cork’s
climb to that decisive victory. As
a result he goes to the top of the
table with nine points.

‘Morgan’s brilliant goalkeeping
was crucial to Cork in the vital
opening minutes. His alertness
foiled Kerry and helped to set up
the home squad for their first-
half barrage of five goals. Then,
in the second half when Kerry
got to within five points of Cork,
it was Morgan to the rescue
again with an all-important—and
splendid — save from Jackie
Walsh. The Cork captain now
moves up to 14 points overall.

Field cracked home a goal
from a penalty. Had he failed to

score the miss might well have
unsettled Cork at an important
stage; so that was a major blow
in favour of Cork, and for good
measure he finished the top
marksman in the final with 1-6,

In hurling (the Munster final

® TEDDY O BRIEN
(Cork)

5
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does not come into the reckon-
ing for this month) the honours
go to Nickey Orr, whose com-
mand of the full back role was an
eye-catching highlight of Xil-
kenny’'s win over Wexford in the
Leinster final. He was in charge
against Tony Doran, and in the
final minutes., against Jack
Berry, and he comes into the
table for the first time with the
month’s best tally.

FOOTBALL

9 K. J. O’Sullivan (Cork) ... 9
8 B. Morgan (Cork) ............ 14
8 T. J. Gilmore (Galway) ... 8
8 B. Field (Cork) ....ccoonvene. . 8
7 A. McTague (Offaly) ......... 14
7 S. Donaghy (Tyrone) ...... 13
7 G. Mitchell (Galway) ...... 7
7 A, McMahon (Tyrone) ...... £/
7 S. O’Neill (Down) ............ {1
6 K. Rennicks (Meath) ...... 6
HURLING
9 N, Orr (Kilkenny) ............ 9
8 R. Bennis (Limerick) ...... 21
8 T. O’Connor (Tipperary) ... 8
8 P, Delaney (Kilkenny) ...... 8
7 E. Keher (Kilkenny) ..... . 14
7 J. O’Donnell (Limerick) . 7
6 P. Henderson (Kilkenny) . 6
5 T. Byrne (Wexford) ......... 11
5 M. Quigley (Wexford) ...... 5
5 7. OBrien (COrk ..ciciieuiies 5
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By
JOHN
O’SHEA

(Of the
Evening Press)

® Eamonn Cregan (Limerick)

MUN STER senior hurling finals

inevitably produce their own
inimitable brand of entertain-
ment. In recent years the rivalry
between Cork and Tipperary has
enlivened many a dreary All-
Ireland series.

This season, the programme 1is
changed slightly with Limerick
vieing for the provincial crown
with honours bedecked Tipper-
ary. Observers believe that the
game is full of promise, and few
are prepared to rush in with pre-
dictions regarding the outcome.

However, we felt you might
like to hear the views on what
has the ingredients of a thriller
from the players who failed in
the Munster semi-finals.

JACKIE O’'GORMAN
(Clare)

Tradition points tp Tipperary,
though my belief is that Limerick
can do it this time. During the
past few years Limerick have
fared better in clashes involving
the two counties, and I see them
winning again in the final.

Provided the Limerick forwards,
can click, and that Cregan gets
his usual quota of scores it will
make things easy for Limerick.
Against that Tipp are likely to
show vast improvement on their
semi-final form, and with such as
Dinny Ryan and Roger Ryan
around, the Limerick defence will
not have things their own way.

6

THE DEFEATED TEAMS OF ’73
ASSESS THEIR CONQUERORS

Plavers’ views

on the

Yet I feel that Tipp now not
only respect Limerick but are
afraid of them. And this is im-
portant. Limerick can have no
inferiority complex going into
the game, and with confidence,
I think they will scrape home.

MARTIN DOHERTY
(Cork)

Tipperary will be too hard and
too strong. While I would like to
see Limerick win through, I be-
lieve that Tipperary will use
their superior experience to carry
the day.

Given a dry day and a fast
game, Limerick could well wof
course prove best, but Tipperary
are no fools, and they will know
when to slow the game down to
suit their purposes.

It’s not a great Tipp team, but
they are not bad either. It will
be up to Limerick to force the
pace throughout, and I don’t
think they will be able to do this.

SEAMUS DURACK (Clare)

Those in the know keep saying
that it’s going to be “Limerick’s
year,” and I'm inclined to agree.
On a dry day Limerick have few
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equals and provided the condi-
tions are right I can’t see Tipp
halting them.

Tipp will of course play it
tough and give little away, but
I'll be looking to Eamonn
Grimes and Eamonn Cregan to
plot a Limerick win. In addition
Pat Hartigan can be relied upon
to keep his end up 1n defence,
and all round, I believe Limer-
ick are just that shade better

equipped.

If Limerick have a fault, it 1s
in goal, where Seamus Horgan
gives me the impression that he
is easily rattled.

PADDY BARRY (Cork)

Tipperary were so bad against
Cork that one must fancy Lim-
erick. Even if Tipp step up on
that display I can’t see them get-
ting the better of a Limerick
side which appears poised to
break into the big time.

Limerick must know that
they have to break through this
year, or they may be down for
some years. They have every-
thing to go for now and I think
they can do it. Certainly their
forward line strikes me as being
a wmore dangerous unit, The
Tipp attack was disgraceful
against Cork, getting only five
points. This sort of form will not
win a Munster final,

Furthermore I don’t see the
Limerick selectors making the
mistakes they made in recent
games of moving around their
best players. Their selectors
have learned their lessons and
appear shrewder now.

NOEL CASEY (Clare)

It’s a finely balanced game,
with Tipperary very slight fav-
ourites in my book. Limerick
looked a bit suspect in defence
against Clare and the same hesi-
tancy will be punished in the
final.

The vote,
9-3, goes
to Limerick

(Tipperary)

Experience should play an im-
portant part, and here of course
Tipp have the advantage. Also
their half-forward line is a most
lethal unit when in form, and
their backs seem to be playing
fairly well.

Michael Keating has a habit
of producing the ‘“big one” on
important occasions and I would
expect he will provide the in-
spiration for another Tipp suc-

Cess.

MICK MALONE (Cork)

Limerick should just about
make it. They are a strong side,
and although they didn’t play
well in the League final, I be-
lieve they are now ready to
achieve something of note.

Tipperary were pretty poor
against Cork, and while they
will doubtless improve, I can’t
see their defence holding the
Limerick forward line, particu-
larly in the closing stages.

With just a slice of luck I
reckon Limerick can take the
All-Ireland this season.
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@ Francis Loughnane
(Tipperary)

VINCENT LOFTUS
(Clare)

If Cregan and Hartigan (Pat)
strike form, it’s Limerick for me.
Richie Bennis and Eamonn
Grimes are others Limerick will
he heavily relying on, as bar
these four the Limerick side
1s medlocre.,

But Tipperary @re no great
shakes either, and in my view
are ripe for beating. If Limerick
play hurling throughout the
game they can win. My advice
to them would be to keep the
ball moving and refrain from
“mixing it.”

DENIS COUGHLAN
(Cork)

Tipp are my choice, mainly
because of their half-back line in
which Gaynor and O’Connor are
fine attacking players.

Limerick ‘have a problem at
mid-field, and while they might
last better than Tipp over the
80 minutes, I'm not certain that
they possess the class to beat a
team which will hardly play as
badly as in earlier rounds.
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¢ was the Flying Wonder of
his day-undoubtedly one of
the most remarkable and fascinating horses in racing history.

Borna chestnut with black patches, fornoapparentreason,
he turned to grey with white patches. These bizarre splashes
made him look as it he had been splattered with a whitewash
brush and led to his being known as “The Rocking Horse” and
later, as his tame spread, to " The Spotted Wonder”.

Heneverran, exceptasatwovearold butelectrified onlookers

by the speed with which he won cach of his seven races.

Despite his phenomenal acceleration, Steve Donoghue, who
rode himinall his races, maintained that The Tetrarch would
neverstay the Derby. No one will ever know whetherthis was
atact.

Thoroughbred

etrarch

Entered forthe race, he rapped his off foreleg, the injury
recurring shortly before Derby Day, and was scratched.

The Tetrarch was retired to the stud of his owner, Major Dermot
McCalmont, at Ballylynch, Co. Kilkenny.

He died in 1935 aged 24, is remembered in a race that bears his
name. Was his spced matched by his staying power? Just another
intrguing-and unanswered—question about that equine marvel
called The Tetrarch. |

A questionthatis asked every day by more and more people-
they ask forthe bestand they !
get the answerwith Paddy-
the thoroughbred
whisky.




NORTHERN VIEWPOINT

By Dan McAreavy

Can Tyrone win

intriguing
Ulster final?

LSTER football final time
again! My goodness, where
does time go to? I can recall in
my school-going days when &
year was a year and no mistake.
But isn’'t it strange that as one
gets older a year gets shorter—
or certainly seems to.

Anyway, to get back to the
point, what will 1973 unfold, in
the playing of the Ulster foot-
ball final? Will the history books
recall a sizzling, eplic encounter
or a dull drab affair.

The contestants, Tyrone and
Down, are both workmanlike
outfits but one could scarcely
label them Dbrilliant. Down’s
semi-final victory wover Derry
and indeed Tyrone’s win over
Fermanagh did not exactly set
the Province on fire.

It is certainly the most tan-
talisingly open contest in the 87-
year history of the competition
and put it down to faint heart
if vou will but I am firmly—and
honestly — committed to the
“don’t know’” lobby |this time
round,

Instead of pondering over the
ifs and buts wof the con-
test to come I have spent the
last couple of days delving
through the records of the past
in an attempt to hazard a guess
as to the fate of our standard-

bearers when they take on the
Munster champions in the All-
Ireland semi-final at Croke Park
in August.

While T admit that statistics
can be made to prove anything
I must confess that the informa-
tion gleaned proved rather dis-
appointing — particularly when
one’s burning ambition is to see
the Sam Maguire Cup on a long
tenancy in the North.

Of the 86 Ulster champion-
ships already decided, Cavan
have won 47, Antrim and Mon-
aghan 11 each, Down eight,
Armagh four, Tyrone and Derry
two each and Donegal one. Yet
our representatives in the All-
Ireland series have succeeded 1n
bringing home the supreme prize
on only eight occasions. And that
honour belongs to just two coun-
ties—Cavan with those five
wins in 1933, '35, '47, 48 and 52
and Down, whose three triumphs
were of course in 1960, '61 and
'68. Incidentally Down have the
added distinction of never hav-
ing been beaten in an All-Ire-
land decider.

But it was our record in the
semi-finals over the years which
caused dismay. According to my
check—and of course I am open
to correction in this—the Ulster
champions have crossed the
semi-hurdle only 18 times while

9

crashing on the other 68 at-
tempts.

The North’s first success at
this stage came in 1911 with
Antrim Shauns who at this time
as club champions went on to
represent the county. Antrim
were back the following year
It 1s interesting to note that
both finals involving the Antrim
men were played in the one year
—the first on January 12, 1912,
and the second on November 3.
1912,

Ulster did not again break the
semi-final barrier until 1928—
the year the Sam Maguire Cup
was first competed for when
Cavan made the last stage. Two
years later 1t was Monaghan’s
turn to make their one and only
appearance in the final so far.

Then came that superb nine-
finals-in-19-years effort by Cavan
in 1933, ’35, '37, 43, 45, '47, 48,
'49 and 52 and which included
the five titles already referred
to.

Let’s hope that our 1973 rep-
resentatives, whether they be
Tyrone wor Down, will not only
get over the semi-final but that
they will stand supreme on Sun-
day, September 23.

Coming to the history of the
Ulster championship itself every
schoolboy knows of the tremen-
dous role Cavan have played. I
was somewhat surprised there-
fore to note that the famous
Breffni stronghold played in the
Leinster championship on one
occasion, But that was a long
time ago, 1895 to be correct, and
on the day Louth proved best
in the first round.

In recent vears the local scene
has bheen dominated by Down
who in a 14-year period (1958-
1971) appeared in no fewer than

@® OVERLEAF
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12 Ulster finals winning eight of
them,

Of course this year’s final
could end in a draw. But that is
a most unlikely result. After
all it is 44 years almost to the
day since Cavan and Monaghan
finished all square on July 28,
1929—the one and only draw in
the provincial decider.

Looking slightly further ahead
I sincerely hope that I enjoy this
year’s All-Ireland from my seat
in the Hogan Stand. After all
they are the last finals I am ever
likely to see from this particular
reservation. From 1974 onwards
I will have to find myself an
alternative vantage point.

Like all other holders of the
current five-year tickets (1969-
'm3), I had a communication
from Croke Park explaining the
rates for the new 10-year issue,
197483, and pointing out that,
if T wags deemed acceptable, I
had the option of embarking on
the latest scheme.

Put it down to meanness, lack
of substance, bloody-minded-
ness, pure cussedness or what
yvou will but I have not the
slightest intention of joining the
new elite—or should it be aris-
tocracy—who will take over the
best seats at Croke Park for the
two real glamour Sundays of the
season but who, for the rest of
the year, will bother the Asso-
ciation not at all.

Candidly when I heard it
rumoured that the price of a
Hogan stand seat was to go up
to £6 I simply did not believe
it. Now that the move has been
confirmed 1 genuinely fear for
the sanity of those legislators
who have approved such a deal.

One county at least has intro-
duced a ‘never-never” system
for clubs interested in purchas-
ing the All-Ireland tickets. This
represents a splendid spirit by
the county involved, The tragedy
is that it should be necessary.



FOCUS ON THE

RISING STARS

HERE we are in August and the playing year
two-thirds gone. Before very long sports

journalists throughout the country

will be By

submitting nominations for the Carroll’s GAA

All-Star teams . . .

and this will mean glory

MICK

and honour being poured on outstanding—but

mostly

well-established—players.
stage of the year, let’s beam the spotlight on
some of the younger hurlers and footballers

So, at this DUNNE

(of RTE)

who are headed for, but have not yet reached,
the galactic firmament of super-stardom.

In any year there is bound fto
be a crop of promising young
players, but 1973 has produced
some who seem possessed of very
special talents, who are strik-
ingly obvious in their potential.

It would be incorrect to say
that young Frank McGuigan 1s
not an established star. Although
he does not celebrate his 19th
birthday until November 20 next,
he is long since a key figure in
Tyrone’s up-and-coming team. In-
deed, his presence in the middle
of the field in the past year—
remember he played in the minor
and senior Ulster finals on the
same day in 1972—-contributed in
very large measure to Tyrone’s
triumph in Division 2 of the Nat-
ional Football League last winter.
During the current championship
he has fulfilled much of his ear-
lier promise.

In San Francisco last March,
Frank was one of the All-Star re-
placements, and when sent into
the first match against All-Ire-
land champions Offaly after 11
utes, as a substitute for the in-
jured Brian McEniff, he was in no
way overawed by the class of the
elite company in which he found

himself. Indeed, I was particu-
larly taken by the confidence he
showed in taking two very good
points after quickly settling
down. I am quite sure a bright
future lies ahead for this Ardboe
clubman.

One could not go wrong in pre-
dicting a very brilliant future for
a young lad called Denis Moran.
Although he is still only 16 he
will be a Kerry senior before very
long and playing for the Kingdom
will give him a lot more oppor-
tunities to bring to fruition all
the rich promise he has shown up
to now with Franciscan College,
Gormanston.

Denis lives in Limerick, but he
has played football only in Kerry
—the county so dear to the heart
of his late father and the rest of
his family—apart from his
appearances in colleges’ competi-
tions. Already he has won a Kerry
senior championship medal—he
was the 15-year-old left half-
forward on the successful Shan-
non Rangers team in last year’s
county final—and he will be a
Kerry minor for the third year in
1974. He was one of Gorman-
ston’s midfielders, he is centre

11
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half-back on this year’s Kerry
minor side and, by now, he should
be on the under-21 team also. In
fact, the only fear I have for him
is that he might be rushed into
senior inter-county football too
soon . . . but, then, they are
shrewd ones in Kerry.

Last vear’s All-Ireland minor
hurling final showed clearly what
a promising prospect Kilkenny
have in Brian Cody, who was
their centre half-back. Brian was
19 only on the 12th of last month,
but already he has appeared on
the senior team. He played in
National League matches against
Galway and Clare last spring and
when Pat Henderson was unable
to play in the Leinster semi-final
against Dublin i1n June, Cody
was named as his replacement.

In fact, Henderson was quoted
by my colleague John D. Hickey
in the “Irish Independent” as re-
garding Cody, the man who may
eventually displace him on the
county side, as a very fine pros-
pect. And praise from such a
celebrated hurler and eminent
sportsman as Pat Henderson 1is
the best recommendation the
yvoung James Stephen’s player
could wish for.

Another player who estab-
lished himself in the early rounds
of the championship is Kevin
McConnell, 19 last December and
the bearer of a very distinguished
football name. As I chatted to
Father Paddy Tully in the Meath
dressing-room before the cham-
pionship match against West-
meath at Mullingar young Kevin

@® TO PAGE 44
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Peace of mind comes from knowing

your home is securely locked and
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peace of mind — and show you how
to keep it through risk improvement.

Peace of mind is priceless, yet you
can afford it with Hibernian Insurance
- and a little care.

ﬁﬁ HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2, Tel 772911
And thirty-sevenlocalofficesthroughout the country

WILSON HARTNELL



Day of Magic

HE Munster Final!
What an evocative ftitle,

sending colour pictures racing
through the mind, and flickering
magical men across the screen
of memory,

The Munster final . . . Christy
Ring, Mick Mackey, Paddy
Kenny, Pat Stakelum, Jimmy

Finn, Jack Lynch, Johnny O’Con-
nor, John Keane, Dermot Kelly,
Jimmy Smith . . . or John Quirke,
Jim Young, Mick Roche, Michael
Keating, Tony Reddan, Paddy
Barry, Jimmy Cullinane, Willie
John Daly, Willie Walsh, Seanie
Barry, Seamus Power, Seamus
Ryan, Tom Cheasty . . . mix-and-
match them anyvway vyou Ilike,
probably according to your age
and allegiance, but they are the
kind of flickering image that
respond to the name Munster
final.

Munster Final—oh, by the way,
hurling or football? Ridiculous,
there is only one. For, while
there is a final match in the Mun-
ster football championship, it is
only another—though more im-
portant—step on the way towards
the football All-Ireland. But,
the Munster Hurling Final is an
end in itself. The best proof of
that is the fact that no county
in Munster started even fo think
remotely in terms of an All-
Ireland yvet.

They will not let the matter
even enter their wildest ravings;
the Munster championship must
be won—nothing else matters.
Only after the cheering has died,
and as they crowd out of the park
uproariously happy does someone
say for the first time: “Who will
they be meeting now in the All-
Ireland?”

- And even should the All-
Ireland not be won, nothing can
ever take from a county the fact
that they were Munster cham-
pions, for that is—say Munster-
men—the hardest title of all fo
win in hurling.

Something else about the Mun-
ster final marks it off. It is the
supreme celebration of rural Ire-
land, for despite all that has hap-
pened hurling has always re-
mained the rural game, that is to
say the country’s game as
opposed to Dublin’s.

In Limerick or in Thurles there
is no barrier between the coun-
try men and their game; no
superimposed atmosphere, such
as Croke Park imposes, of cen-
tralised and urbanised formality.
It 1s not a gquestion of whether
vou go to one road or avenue or
another to get into one section or
other; it is not a Hogan Stand
side and a Cusack Stand side, or
a Hill 16 or Canal End. The
whole field takes on a unified af-
mosphere, a sort of ecumenical
thrill that runs all the way round
the ground and embraces every-
one equally.

And a Munster final 1s the great
social occasion where the social
climber or follower of fashion-
able occasions cannot make in-
roads. There is no place for these
who want to be there for the
sake of being there and being
seen there. If you go, you are
one of the crowd. Jack Lynch
was just a hurling follower when
he went as Taoiseach; he may
have had a reserved seat, but he
would have to defend his judg-
ment of the game as tightly as
the man next door if he ventured
to express an opinion.
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By SEAMUS
O BRAONAIN

Last year I remember well be-
ing pressed along to the stiles
by a man who kept looking at his
watch and saying how he hoped
the minor match wouldn’t be
started before he got in. It was
with some embarrassment that I
turned round to find the man was
a Bishop and his companion also
sported red embellishments.

At the Munster final there 1is
an equality that goes beyond
democratic posturing or social-
istic principles. Only for some-
one like Michael O hEither or
Paddy Downey or one of the
players in the big game will the
crowds pressing for entrance
yield way. Not because they are
told to, but because they choose
to, since these are the important
people of the day—the actors in
the great drama and the official
communicators and interpreters
of the action.

The Munster Final 1s where
people from the same parish or
street shout greetings to one an-
other across the heads of hun-
dreds of people, though they met
that morning before leaving for
the game. It is where you get
into discussion and argument
with twenty people all round you,
and despite heated exchanges,
Jeave them reluctantly and with
a sense of loss when the game is
over.,

Most of all the Munster Final
is sunshine and rich green grass,
stark white lines and goalposts,
pipers’ uniforms of the band,
white-coated umpires, a colourful
sea of paper-hatted heads . . . and
blue-and-gold, red-and-white,
green-and-white, blue-and-white
or gold-and-blue. There is
nothing quite like it for heating
the blood.
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Insurance

where you need it.

Don’t play games with your Irish Catholic
favourite sport! Get insurance from

the Irish Catholic Church Property  Church Property

Insurance Company. & %
With 70 years experience, we're Insurance Company Limited

big enough, strong enough,
experienced enough to give you and  5p1 1N 9 College Green Tel: 771477

your club a Personal Accident Policy  corRK 12 SydneyPlace Tel:021-52773

that’s pitched in your favour with low GALWAY 5 Forster Street Tel:091-3488
cost and wide cover. BELFAST 33 Howard Street Tel: 084-24621




LIMERICK CLOSE TO
THE BREAKTHROUGH

DID they but know 1it, Limer-
ick are probably closer now
to that longed for breakthrough
than they ever were. And it must
be even a surprise to themsel-
ves. There was not much hope—
more recrimination in the atmos-
phere of lost opportunity — at
the end of the year when that
controversy was whipped up
about their selection of a trainer.
It was with faltering steps
that they picked up the threads
after Christmas in a League
which seemed to be slipping out
of their control. When even-
tually they qualified it was not
a performance full of confidence
when they met Tipperary at Kil-
kenny in the semi-final. A draw
was satisfactory in the circum-
stances and the vietory in extra
time of the replay was a morale-
booster, Yet, the final was lost
and again theyv were brought to
earth with something of a bump
by a bustling Wexford.

In their semi-final against
Clare, there were times when
Limerick showed the confidence
debt they have accumulated as
a result of the years of trying
fruitlesslv. Not ten minutes
from the end, when their best
endeavours had failed to break
Clare and establish a winning
lead, they almost gave up the
ghost., For some minutes, they
seemed to run out of moral re-
source; the game was almost
there for the taking by Clare at
that time. But, Clare were un-

able to take it, and after five

minutes of this flaccid physical
and mental impotence, Limerick
stirred themselves again and
wor.

Now, without reaching their
best or playing with anything
like the authority they some-
times showed in other years, they
are in the Munster final. And
the opposition is Tipperary which
showed itself to be vulnerable
(if not Ilucky) against Cork.
Limerick must have noted the
obvious lack of command of Tip-
perary in that game; the short-
comings in several positions, the
fact that teamwork and deter-
mination are more vital than
hurling mastery in bringing Tip-
perary into this final. They must
have noted that, with a little im-
provement here and there, with
a greater effort for full fitness,
they will have the same chance
of imposing themselves on Tip-
perary in the championship &s
they had in the League.

Both teams — Limerick and
Tipperary—will, of course, be
better for the {final. Limerick,
perhaps, will have regained the
courage and Dbelief 1in their
ability to dominate which they so
lacked in the semi-final. Now,
having got off the hook, and not
altogether by their own doing,
they will take mighty great care
never to slacken their resolve
when they play Tipperary.
Throughout the year, and even
against Clare near the end, it
must have seemed to them that
they were still on the old road
without a turning. And suad-
denly, they find themselves in
the Munster final—and againct
opposition that has given no evi-
dence to believe that it is any-
where in the class of that which
Tipperary provided in 1971. Is
this the sudden bend in the road
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By
JAY DRENNAN

that was not visible until the last
moment ? Round it is there, per-
haps, the promised land ?

Tipperary, against Waterford
and again against Cork, have fail-
ed to prove that they have any-
thing greater than their charactre
and theilr traditional stout-hearted
refusal to accept defeat. They
had to struggle mightily and
draw on their depth of experi-
ence to contain the “devil” in
Waterford’s challenge; and they
were truly reduced to a sad state
with only 1-4 to their credit, a
dozen missed opportunities, gaps
in technique, fitness and ability,
and only their courage to keep
them going eight minutes from
the end of the Cork game. It so
happened that four goals came in
the last minutes, but they did
nothing to obscure the happen-
ings earlier in the game.

Tipperary are not certain that
they have a goalkeeper that
answers the specification for
Munster championship stuff. The
remarkable thing is that neither
Waterford nor Cork were able
to fire enough quick shots at
Doyle or Murphy to prove which
or whether. That says a lot, of
course, about the staunch quali-
ties of the full-backs and halves
—or else it is a fair estimate of
the Cork and Waterford for-
wards.

Well, I think it is partly one
and partly the other; but, the
Tipperary full-backs are no push-
over, that’s clear enough. They
still are unable to command the
game under the dropping ball,
if Limerick would care to note
this point and play it accord-

® OVERLEAF
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ingly. And the halves are tena-
cious and tough and marvellously

courageous, yet they seldom
dominate, because O’Connor is
not really happy in the middle,
Crampton is still feeling his way
on the right, and Gaynor is
bothered with having the bur-
dens of responsibility heavy on

M
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his shoulders in case the others
make a mistake.

Players like O’Dwyer and Jack
Ryan or Mick Roche and John
Flanagan like to move freely in
search of space and they capi-
talise on Loughnane’s headline.
And I speak altogether irrespec-
tive of what they are actually
scoring or achieving: they were
(all three) mostly dreadful
against Cork for most of the
second-half, yet the play was
pitched in Cork’s half most of
the time,

Inside, massive Roger Ryan
1s always a threat, especially
when he encounters a referee
who does not recognise that a
full-back has any rights; but the
corners are neither settled nor
especially thrustful.

If Tipperary are to be beaten
it will be by a half-back line that
will dominate them; not so much
that it will contain them, for
that 1s what Cork did in a nega-
tive and unproductive sort of
way, but that it will drive its
clearances with punishing depth.
They must be backed by a mid-
field of consistent and combative
endeavour; by full-backs who
stick to their task; by a goalie
of courage; and by forwards who
keep flying and piling on pres-
sure In waves, and never allow-
ing open clearances by backs.

How do Limerick meet the re-
quirements ? Doubtfully, it must
be admitted. But, they have the
talent, if they employ it and give
it the right orders. I wonder
about the half-back line: I wish
they could run Sean Foley
through a copying machine and
get one of him for left-half: an-
other of him for right-half and
another for centre-field. O’Don-
nell can do it at centre. Bernie
Hartigan can disrupt the Tip-
perary  half-backs; Cregan
should have the skill: Grimes,
flashing in and out of a corner
could, if he would, get scores
galore. It i1s a fascinating pros-
pect.



THESE GAMES SERVE
NO USEFUL PURPOSE

T’S fairly safe to assume that, over the next few weeks,
the thoughts uppermost in the minds of the Munster
hurling champions will have been those concerning

September 2 and the All-Ireland final.

If they did any

thinking at all about the engagement of August 5, it was
merely fleeting recognition of the formality they must
go through against the winners of this year’s preliminary

round.

Could you, in your heart of
hearts, blame them ? I call that
August 5 match an “engagement”
because to call the meeting be-
tween Munster hurling cham-
pions and the winners of the
London - Galway series an All-
Ireland semi-final 1s to dig-
nify it with a status it does not
deserve. Just look at the results
over the past two years: 1971 —
Kilkenny beat London by 15
points; 1972—Kilkenny hammer
Galway by 27. Therefore mno
realist could properly expect
the Munster champions to get
seriously worked-up about this
August game.

To my mind that match on
August 5 serves only one purpose
other than being a misguided
genuflection to London or
Galway who have no more
right to get into an All-Ireland
semi-final by the back-door than,
say, Wicklow, Laois, Waterford
and Clare, who were knocked-
out in the first round of the
championship. Very slowly we
came to the conclusion that Lon-
don were no more entifled to
have a bye into an All-Ireland
senior semi-final than New York
have into the final of the Nat-
ional Leagues,

But the G.A.A, are nof yet

realistic enough to accept the
principle that if a team isn’t up
to the standard of the senior
championship it shouldn’t be
in it,

The public have long ago made
up their minds on this question
—and crowds ranging between
2,000 and 4,000 at these one-
sided semi-finals over the past
four years emphasise this.

So the only purpose I can see
this semi-final serving this year
is to break-up the long wait
that the Munster champions
would otherwise be faced with
between their provincial final and
the All-Ireland final,

Over the years 1 have failed to
find a convincing explanation as
to why the Leinster hurling final
has to be played so early in July.
For that matter I have often won-
dered why the Connacht foothall
final is traditionally staged ro
early 1n July, especially when the
champilonship consists of only
four matches.

In the years before the revival
of the All-Ireland hurling “‘semi-
finals” 1t astounded me that the
Leinster hurling champions had
to “hang around kicking their
heels”, as it were, for seven or
eight weeks.

Surely a more realistic appro-
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By
MICK DUNNE
(of R.T.E.)

ach would have the final later in
the summer and cut down that

long wait between serious
matches,
There 1is, of course, a rule

which states that the provinecial
champilonship must be completed
by the end of July, but that is
something that could be changed
at Congress.

With the whole question of fix-
tures being examined by the
Activities Committee, might there
not be a ecase for playing the
Munster and Leinster hurling
finals in August in alternate
years 7 If not—in fact—bringing
the two provincial hurling finals
into August.

Obviously the Leinster football
final must come late in July—
since the football championship
takes longer to complete — but
why not have the Leinster hur-
ling final on the last Sunday of
July and, to avoid a clash, play
the Munster hurling decider on
the first Sunday of August. Then
if it’s still thought necessary to
have an All-Ireland and ‘“semi-
final” I am quite sure neither the
Munster nor Leinster champions
would consider it too much of an
imposition to have to play Lon-
don, Galway or Antrim one week
after the provincial final.

Finally, let’s delve 1nto the
realm of fantasy for just a mom-
ent and consider the conse-
guences, if through some miracle
—and boy, oh boy it would want
to be a whopper—London (or
Galway) beat the Munster Cham-
pions on August 5th. I can vis-
ualise the headlines in the papers
the morning after the All-Ireland
Final—“Kilkenny 26-95; London
(or Galway) 0-2, attendance 398
(including the Artane Band).




So you know

all about ELECTRICITY

Do you always make proper use of the earth wire in three core cables ? Ignoring it, or
relying on colour to identify if, can cause death. Do you know that a colour code for
flexes was introduced in 1970 and that it is standard throughout Europe ?

But do you?

Are you certain that you know how to fit o plugtop correctly ? Incorrect or careless
fitting can create a situation in which you or a member of your family may die.

Do you regularly examine the flexible cable on your kettle, iron, drill and other portable
equipment fo see if it is frayed or broken ? Frayed or broken flexes have caused death.

Never repair, always replace worn flex,

Do you know that just as your house needs repainting and your car servicing your
electrical installation needs maintaining ? Do you ever have your installation tested ?

Electrical repairs, extensions and maintenance are jobs for the expert. Get them done
by a competent electrician.

Current operaoted earth leakage circuit breakers will contribute to the safety of your
installation, used in addition to existing protection.

Chancing your arm means risking a life

Issued in the interest of safety by the Electro-Technical Council of Ireland.
Sponsored by the E.S.B.




SEAN
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Room at the top

- for the name

of Sean Kilbride

IT is quite a few years since Sean Kilbride first
caught my eye. His lucid style was his attraction
although he had not yet earned a place on the Mayo
team. He was only eighteen.

We would argue about his potential and had him
ticketed for midfield. He was not even then playing
at midfield. But he was one who liked to run, to
link, to open up avenues for his colleagues in attack
to tread towards goal.

His qualities were somewhat disjointed, particu-
larly his solo-running. And this is what used to bug
Mayo county secretary, Johnny Mulvey. There was
potential in him, the Mayo boss used to say, but not
in his solo-run. Kilbride, it seemed, had not enough
confidence in this particular skill and when meeting
an opponent had a tendency to let the ball slip.

To-day there is no argument. For the Ballaghader-
reen man has come a long way and is growing into
a footballer of outstanding ability.

He is a product of St. Nathy’s College and played
for a while—as a substitute—in the All-Ireland
minor final against Down in 1966 which Mayo won.
He was sixteen. Two years later he had won Mayo
minor and junior championship medals with his
native Ballaghaderreen.

In 1969 he had his first outing with the Mayo
senior team against Clare in the National League
which Mayo lost. Kilbride was at corner forward—
and inconspicuous. For the next couple of years he
was on and off until 1971 when he claimed a per-
manent position on the team—in the half forward
line. Only in the past year has he emlerged as a
midfielder of some considerable merit — although
he himself would rather be in the half forward
line.

His big advantage would now seem to be his
ability to read a game and he has the stamina to

contrive movements from any part of the field and
to follow them through.
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Gone is the tendency to remain foo long in pos-
session. And if he has not fully come to grips with
the solo, he has managed to lessen his dependence
on it and seems more content to place the ball into
the opening hoping that his forwards will read the
move as he does.

The long range sometimes inaccurate kicking has
been harnessed. He never was the most accurate
of kickers, but now he does not show it, for most
of his work is funnelled towards his forwards as if
their role was to complete what he initiates.

Efficiency, it seems to me, is his hallmark. He is
not yet in the mould of a Mick O’Connell or a Willie
Bryan, but he does seem to have an infectious
desire to involve himself in every movement, thus
creating the extra link so vital to a player in pos-
session. In this role he has begun to distinguish
himself in recent times.

An Army Lieutenant based in the Curragh, Kil-
bride is a model of a physically fit player and for
that reason is able to give himself wholly to a game,

He trains with the rest of the Dublin based Mayo
players and never fails to turn up for even the most
insignificant game for his native club.

As his colleague and Mayo star John Morley put
it + “He is one of the best club men I have known
and is an inspiration to the other members on the
Ballaghaderreen team.”

Sean Kilbride has obviously worked hard on his
football over the past few years. Dedication and a
flair for creative football have carried him a long
way, but his capabilities will be judged by most
people outside his county only if he helps Mayo to
All-Ireland success. That seems to be the criterion

for most of our top players.
Yet, on his present form even now I believe

there is room at the top for the name of Sean Kil-
bride. So move over, Willie Bryan.
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BRIAN MCcENIFF

A pen picture by OWEN McCANN

DONEGAL may not have made a noteworthy imprint in

the senior football championship Roll of Honour, but
the county can still point to a lengthy list of star players down
through the years . . . men who proved their ability to hold
their own with the very best in the land. High among this
talented company of top performers must inevitably be Brian
McEniff, a man whose name will be linked in a special way
with Donegal’s most memorable era ever in the 1972 cham-

pionship.

It is probably the best possible
tribute to pay to the many great
gifts of this Bundoran man to say
that he was a shining example
to his team at a time when the
county reached the greatest peak
of its power. When a team 1s
moving well 1n the big-time,
and many of the squad consist-
ently turn on the style a player
has to produce something extra
to stand out.

That was exactly what Brian
McEniff achieved in the march
that brought Donegal a first
Ulster senior football crown last
July, and a memorable, if un-
successful, debut in the All-Ire-
land championship arena against
Offaly. Many bright memories
still live on from that splendid
campaign, but time and again one
thinks of the imaginative back
play and cool leadership of
McEniff that made such an im-
portant contribution in moulding
Donegal into the buoyant and ex-
citing power they proved in the
1972 hunt for the Sam Maguire

Cup.

No one who saw Donegal in
that run could have been in the
least bit surprised when later in
the year the county’s dashing No.
5 became the first defender from
Ulster to win a Carrolls’ All-Star

award as right half back in the
1972 selection.

Although this 28-year-old
footballer has only really cap-
tured the national spotlight in a
big way in latter years, he has
served Donegal really well over
a long period. He is another
brilliant graduate from that ex-
cellent stomping ground for
future stars that is the minor
inter-county grade. McEniff wore
the county jersey in under-18
football over three successive
seasons from 1960.

Nor had Brian long to wait
for his call-up to the premier
county side, That came in his
final season as a minor. In
those early days with the Don-
egal senior squad he figured as
an attacker, but moved back to
the rearguard in the mid-’Sixties,

In 1969 this cool and crisp
tackling defender wore the No.
5 jersey when Donegal crashed
to Offaly in the National League
semi-final. Less than a year later
he was back again at headquar-
ters to impress at right half in
Ulster’s win over Munster in the
Railway Cup semi-final, and was
a star of the win over Connacht
on St. Patrick’s Day.

He won a second Railway Cup
medal in 1971, and in 1972 gain-
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@ Brian McEniff

ed another Ulster jersey when
he was called up from the sub-
stitutes” bench during the un-
successful semi-final with Lein-
ster.

That spring he was in San
Francisco for the first time as a
replacement on the Carrolls All
Stars team. He played in the two
games with Offaly. His full
Carrolls jersey at the end of last
year resulted, of course, in a
return to the city of the Golden
Gate Bridge last spring.

All in all, then, the sprightly
and progressive Brian McEniff,
who captained Ulster in their
1973 Railway Cup semi-final with
the Combined Universities, has
well and truly proven his class
in the best of company, made a
noteworthy contribution to the
game, and collected a good quota
of awards in the process.

The fact that Donegal failed
to gain promotion from Division
II of the National League last
season after such a morale boos-
ting championship, allied to
their defeat by Tyrone in their
first defence of the Ulster title
last June, suggests that the odds
are now very much against the
top national awards coming the
way of Brian McEniff.

Be that as it may, however,
this cultured and dedicated near
six-footer from Bundoran — he
stands 5ft, 1lins.—whose well-
controlled runs down the right
wing are such a bright feature
of his football make-up, has left
a stamp on the game that will
ensure he will long be remem-
bered—no matter what happens
in the future. And, he must still
have plenty of top-class football
ahead of him vyet.
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By SEAN RICE

Choice of Soccer

not wise policy

OCCER stars have not hit the
Gaelic football headlines in
any other province to the same
extent as in Connacht. Last year
Sligo availed of Sligo Rovers
stars David Pugh and Gerry
Mitchell for the championship.

This year Pugh also took part
in the Connacht championship
with Sligo, and Leitrim intro-
duced Finn Harps captain, Jim
Sheridan, in their Connacht
semi-final match against Mayo.

One wonders about the wisdom
of such a policy in counties like
Sligo and Leitrim who have been
desperately struggling for a
breakthrough over the years.

One can sympathise with Sligo
who have heen on the verge of
success in the last couple of
years and who might have seen
in Pugh and Mitchell the very
players to help them jar open
the door to victory.

With players like Kearins, the
Brennans and the Collearys
reaching the autumn of their
careers there was every justifi-
cation for employing every avail-
able force to help them in their
final fling for ultimate honours.
And there is hardly a man in
Ireland ,who would /begrudge

All-Treland success to Mickey
Kearins and his willing squad.

But now that this year’s efforts
have again failed and with the
possibility of a string of retire-
ments looming in Sligo, I doubt
if they would be wise to persist
with soccer stars to the exclu-
sion of younger players who
could well do with the experi-
ence of championship football
early in their careers.

The big trouble is that soccer
stars are not available during
the National League season. And
the league is for nearly all coun-
ties a time for experimentation,
a time when young players are
blooded in the toughness of
senior fare,

To persist with such players
in the League and replace them
by soccer stars in the champion-
ship can do nothing but harm
their confidence and blunt their
possibilities. This may not have
affected Sligo to any great de-
gree yet, but it is something they
must consider carefully when
they begin to build a new team.

Leitrim’s selection of Jim
Sheridan was to my mind a back-
ward step. The most they could
have expected from their game
with Mayo was a sign of im-

23

minent resurgence. Victory was
hardly on the cards,

As it turned out no such sign
was visible, And Jim Sheridan,
playing at midfield, never rose
above the standard of the other
players on the team. He even
missed what should have been
his forte as a soccer playver — a
penalty.

I think Leitrim would have
been wiser to play younger
players, however inexperienced.
Only in the young can there be
any hope for a county as de-
pressed in football as Leitrim
appeared at Carrick-on-Shannon
where they met Mayo.

This was clearly spelled out
when they brought on sixteen
years-old Mickey Martin at half
time. He was one of their best
forwards on view and a few
more of his type might have
brought them nearer to Mayvo on
the scoreboard.

No other county in Connacht
will be attracted to soccer
players for their senior teams.
For Sligo is the only senior soc-
cer team in the province. But in
other provinces there 1s every
possibility of such an attraction,
particularly in Dublin where the
well of Gaelic footbhallers appears
to be drying.

There is no doubt that soccer
players have something to ofter
Gaelic football, This has become
quite apparent at club level. But
when 1t becomes a matter, at
county senior level, of dropping
those who have taken part in
national league games all win-
ter for those who have been play-
ing soccer I question its wisdom.

County boards in their ambi-
tious pursuit of victory may turn
to soccer stars for help. There is
the danger, though, that this
would become a self-wounding
policy, feeding the self-doubts of
those whom the soccer stars re-
place.
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IT°S NOT GOODBY
WATERFORD AND

READE-RS will know my form by now, so it
- will come as no surprise to them that I
have been following the Munster hurling eir-

cuit. So, indeed are the crowds.

Your aver-

age G.A.A. fan knows deep down in the fibres
of his soul where the action is and where the
worthwhile sport is found and one is struck
more than ever by the extraordinary upsurge
in numbers crushing into turnstiles once the
championship sweat caught their sniffing

noses.
All the knowing ones said be-

forehand that after the first two
games it would have narrowed
itself down in Munster to Tip-
perary, Cork and Limerick—the
old faithfuls and the constant
hopefuls. Well, of course, they
were right, and though one would
not admit it to oneself, it was
probably the judgement of one’s
own mind if not exactly the feel-
ing of one’s heart.

Yet, although Waterford and
Clare took the toss at the first
hurdle they met, they have only
said “Au Revoir” to the Munster
championships. Certainly, 1n
both cases, it should not be
“Good-bye”. Both struck me as
having the makings of a very
nice team, each with much of the
special quality and style that
marks those counties.

Waterford went first and theilr
chances were considered even
less rosy than those of Clare he-
cause they were opposed to Tip-
perary . . and Tipperary, at
Thurles, are formidable oppon-
ents at any time,

Yet, in spite of that, Water-
ford put up a most thrilling
effort, daring and dashing, often
exciting in the manner that only
Waterford at their best of the

forties and fifties and sixties were
exciting, But, the championship
exposed a certain lack of exper-
ience, of over-anxious striving
that was originally apparent in

to put up with, partly because
they genuinely feel that they
have the beating of the present
Limerick side, and partly because
of the fact that, on the day, they
could very easily have won their
match. With ten minutes to go
they had absorbed all that Lime-
rick could find to throw at them
and come back again and again
to get equal. Just then it was
Limerick who were disheartened:
there was a short time when no

more than five or six men seemed

to be really trying. Loose Clare-
men were collecting balls around

By JIM BENNETT

their League quarter-final against
Wexford. Against Tipperary, a
team with many of the same
qualities as Wexford, the inex-
perience was again visible. Sap-
ping too much of their energies
in frenetic bursts, inevitably lead-
ing to a slack which gave the
chance of dangerous counter-
blows from the opposition, before
gathering resolution again for
another daring thrust.

Even so, however, it was quite
something: names like Galvin,
Duggan, Pat McGrath, Heffernan,
Hickey, Canning and Greene
were unknown a few months ago,
Today, they are marked carefully
in the notebook of every discern-
ing hurling follower as men in
the top 50 or so hurlers.

In Clare’s case, they will have,
perhaps, a bigger disappointment
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midfield and in the half-forward
line—they might have had an
extra man or two for a few min-
utes.

But, probably because of this,
and the feeling that this new
found ' freedom gave them the
extra time to assure themselves
of the winning scores by taking
more time or passing to another
better placed colleague they be-
came over-deliberate. And that
was their downfall; so far they
had played the game under pres-
sure; the pressure begot a speed
and they had to hurl and hit and
take their shots at reaction speed.
Now, as they got time to deliber-
ate, they made mistakes: passes
were fluffed, strokes half-hit: the
change of pace threw them out
of their previous stride, threw
them back on their command of
basic skill which now was found



faulty under the pressure of time
to think.

Those minutes of near despair
on Limerick’s part ebbed as they
managed to survive; luck had
some part in it, too, especially
when Gus Lohan saw his drive
at the empty net curve wide and
could hardly believe it as he
appealed for a “70”. Frantic
efforts by Jim O0’'Donnell were the
main cause of Limerick’s sur-
vival, and, suddenly, someone
struck a long cross-field ball out
of defence. Clare had been
pulled upfield, and so had Lime-
rick. It was just the situation
for Eamonn Grimes, playing at
corner-forward, and he won the
race to the ball as the back tried
frantically to get back. Grimes
turned back to his right hand
as the back overran him, and
rapped the ball firmly between
the posts. It was the decisive
score. Clare missed the boat;
Limerick roused themselves just
in time to catch 1it,

But, Clare have the makings:
with some of the great older
names that carried the side
through the 60s now off the list,
there are obvious stars of the
future pushing ahead: Durack,
the best of all the young goalies;
McKeogh, a first-class centre-
back; Jackie O’Gorman, still a
a grand wing-half; John Callanan,
unspectacular but constant in
midfield; Pascal Russell, who will
be better often than against
Limerick; Tim Ryan, a most in-
dustrious and already accom-
plished forward, deadly from
frees; Noel Ryan who can strike

® JIM
O’BRIEN
(Limerick)

and is big and strong, and if he
learnt some overhead skill and
was willing to look for work
rather than wait for it, could be
another big asset,

But, the great transformation
in Clare’s attack that has given
it a threatening rather than hope-
ful aspect is the switch of Gus
Lohan to fullforward. Not to
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put a tooth in it, he hurled Pat
Hartigan out of it against Lime-
rick, and as he warmed to his
work, prowled like a great caged
lion around the goalmouth with
such effect that backs converged
when the ball approached and

openings appeared all round
apart from what Gus himself was
able to achieve.
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k ties?
weak counties?

O you count yourself among those who have become a
trifle tired of the pathetic efforts of such as Leitrim,
Armagh and Wicklow to make an impact on their respective

senior championships.

A perennial problem afflicting
the G.A.A. scene in general is the
plight of the “weaker county”, I
refer to teams which ecan hold
out precious little hope of ad-
vancing beyond the opening
rounds of the championship.

Can anything be done to im-
prove the standard and the status
of these counties ? Perhaps the
introduction of a second All-
Ireland Senior Hurling and Sen-
ior Football Championship, speci-
fically for those counties, who had
been eliminated in the first round
of the competitions proper, would
prove useful ?

On putting this idea to a num-
ber of prominent G.A.A, person-
alities, I discovered some varied
and interesting opinions.

JOHN O’'DONOGHUE
(Tipperary)

Yes, a wonderful idea. There
is no way Tipp can get to the
Munster Senior Football {final
with Kerry and Cork around.
Consequently from early May un-
til sometime in October we have
to sit about and watch other
teams battle their way in com-
petitive fare.

Also it would create tremend-

ous interest in the weaker coun-
ties, who never expect to pro-
gress beyond the first or second
round.

As for hurling, I believe 1t
would do wonders for it also. It
might encourage more teams to
seek senior status, and give an
incentive to those senior sides
who never appear to be able to
make an impact.

GEORGE NICHOLLS
(Wicklow)

No, it’s not a feasible idea. I
don’t think there would be any
real attraction in such a com-
petition. All the glamour goes
with THE championships, and
once a team is eliminated, the
followers of that team, lose inter-
est.

There would be no incentive
for counties, who would be
knocked out in the first round to
play in another competition. If
they were not good enough to win
their first round, why should
they do well in another event.

As regards the position 1n
Wicklow we simply could not
afford the time to engage in any
further competitions, We con-
sider club fare very important
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here and naturally don’t want it
to lag behind. Even as things
stand, there are frequently five
games listed for the same venue
on the same evening.

One wonders where the G.A.A.
would find room to accommodate
such competitions. One must
remember that there are a num-
ber of “dead” dates such as the
days on which the All-Ireland
semi-finals and finals are staged.

Certainly I would be against
any move to congest further the
fixtures programme,

PACKY McGARTY
(Leitrim)

One could put up several argu-
ments for and against the intro-
duction of this type of competi-
tion. I suppose counties such as
Leitrim would greatly benefit
from them, as we rarely feature
in championship fare during the
summer months. It’s strange
really that our “closed season” is
usually the months of June, July
and August.

Personally I would lke to see
something of this nature come
about, but the old problem of
clashing with club games is cer-
tain to arise. My suggestion
would be that a championship
for the weaker counties be intro-
duced, but that the games be
played in mid-week,

@ TO PAGE 28
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There isn’t the room to give
them at the weekend, but I see
no reason why the games could
not take place on say a Wednes-
day. All the weak teams won’t
be in favour, but why not hold a

competition for those that are -

BRIAN SMITH (Meath)

If such a championship did not
interfere with club competitions,
I would be all in favour. How-
ever we in Meath run all our com-
petitions on a league system,
which of course necessitates a
great many games.

keen to improve their standard. Another championship type
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event would I believe act as a
tremendous spur to the younger
lads on a county side. Naturally
they like to play as often as pos-
sible for the county, and such an
event would give them addegd
opportunities,

In the final analysis I would be
In agreement with a champion-
ship for the weaker counties,
provided there was room on the
calendar,

MICK TYNAN
(Limerick)

There are sufficient competi.
tions at present. I can see no
reason why their number should
be increased. If these weak
counties feel left out of it in the
summer months, why not cam-
paign for an earlier start to the
League.

Perhaps it would be a sound
1dea to get the 2nd Division of
the League wunder way a
month or so earlier. This would
keep the interest alive in the
weak counties after they had
been eliminated.

When one considers the num-
bers of counties who have yet to
complete last year’s club events,
one can more readily understand
the fixture problem within the
G.A.A. An additional competi-
tion would be chaotic.

JIMMY KEAVENEY
(Dublin)

You must be joking. It might
work In other counties, but not in
Dublin where there is absolutely
no room for any additions on the
fixture list,

The suggestion is not a bad
one, but it’s a question of where
to fit such a competition. At
present Dublin find it most diffi-
cult to complete their club pro-
gramme even though we seldom
last long in the championships.
We could not entertain thoughts
of entering any further com-
petitions.



MOONDHARRIG’S DIARY

‘HE Rules Revision Committee has been hard at
work of late, and I do hope that they will come
up with their findings shortly, and that the Asso-
ciation as a whole will pay some attention this time.
Last time round the Rules Committee did a deal
of hard work, came up with a set of proposals, and
Congress at Galway promptly rejected the lot out
of hand.

However, undaunted, a new Rules Revision Com-
mittee got down to work again and this time,
csurely, we will have wit enough to try out their
suggestion possibly at schools and Colleges level
over a 12-month period and then let first the coun-
ties and then Congress decide which innovations
would be worth while and which would not.

There are certain ideas of my own that I would
like to see tried out experimentally, and one of
them is in direct opposition to some current think-
ing on the subject. That is in the matter of picking
the ball in football

Now a number of people maintain that one way
to speed up football is to allow players to pick the
ball straight off the ground.

That was tried in the matches against the Aus-
tralians, and the straight pick-up is also allowed
in the special competitions for rugby schools, and
in each instance it has worked reasonably well.

But, just for the sake of experiment, I would
like to go to the other end of the scale and not
allow the ball to be lifted off the ground at all. The
ball could be caught from the air, on the bounce,
or from a pass, but not toe-lifted off the ground.
I believe such a rule would speed up the game im-
mensely, and would also teach our players to do
something at which too many of them, even at
senior intercounty level, are sadly deficient and
what surely must be the basic skill of the game,
kicking the ball on the ground and controlling its
flight. After all, footbhall is the name of the game,
not pick-up-ball.

At present it is frustrating to see a half-back
come dashing out to a ground ball. He toes it up,
twists and turns, likely as not runs back a few steps
towards his own goal, and nine times out of ten
finishes up either being fouled or fouling.
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Whereas, if he had taken that ball in his stride
and lashed a well-directed kick down to one of his
forwards, he would have turned defence into attack
straight away and speeded up the game consider-
ably in the process. The same applies, of course,
to hurling but to a slightly lesser extent.

There are far too many players, even at top level,
who seem fo have some rooted psychological block
in their minds when it comes to hitting the ball on
the ground. To them the proper order seems to be
to pick and poke and prod until they get the sliothar
into the hand, by which time, like as not, they are
surrounded by three or four opponents.

The next thing that needs to be looked after in
both codes is the question of obstructing a player
who is not in possession of the ball, It is a rather
extraordinary situation that, if I have the ball in
either hurling or football, and I am held, tripped,
brought down or punched, I am immediately awar-
ded a free. But, if I am running parallel to the man
with the ball, I can be hugged, punched, pulled,
tripped, sat upon, sandwiched and dragged away
with impunity, even though I am technically mov-
ing to play the hall.

It is this consistent holding and fouling of players
off the ball that causes a great deal of the frustra-
tion and bad-temper that too often boils up into
regrettable scenes.

Such deliberate obstruction must be outlawed,
and the only way that can be done is by giving far
more extensive powers to umpires and linesmen
who are often better placed to see such unfair tac-
tics than is the referee who is following the ball and
the play.

Such added powers for linesmen and umpires are
also needed because of the increasing number of
recent occasions in which players have chosen to
assault other players behind the referee’s back.
Give the linesmen power to acquaint the referee of
such transgressions, and we will have a quick end
to the activities of the “sly diggers”.

There is, of course, one other point that must be
made about discipline. If the referees applied the

@ TO PAGE 31
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FARM NEWS

V-[\EHE G.A.A. has its roots deep

In rural Ireland. The farm-
ing community are amongst its
most stalwart supporters. It 1S
very likely, then, that the wel.
come increase in farm incomes
will push up the standard of liv-
ing in the countryside. This will
surely help the impetus towards
better facilities both for players
and spectators at grounds around
the country.

The encouraging thing to-day
is that the competent farmer has
not alone more money in his
pocket but he has evVery reason
to have confidence of an even
better living from his farm. That
is why he has no hesitation about
investing money in his business
—Dborrowing money to buy more
livestock, getting loans for fer-
tiliser, for better out-houses, for
drainage. The Irish farmer knows
that he will eventually get a good
return on his money.

To-day the Irish farmer is
borrowing money to invest in his
business at an unprecedented
rate, He knows that — if care.
fully used, credit can help in-
crease his productivity, his eff-
ciency and his profit. The figures
for the Agricultural Credit Cor-
poration—the country’s primary
source of agricultural credit —
bear this out. Last year the
A.C.C. gave out £17.4 million for

agricultural loans — this was
twice the amount for the pre-
vious year.,

The farmer, with some money
to save, is also aware that he can
safely invest it with the A.C.C.
for a good rate of return. This,
in turn, is used by the A.C.C to
finance loans to farmers. So the
man who saves with the A.C.C.
can help farming in general Far
mers are doing so in increasing
numbers. Last year the amount
of money invested with the
A.C.C. rose to £23.4 million.

All the signs that the Irish
farmer is moving into a better
era and all will agree that he de-
serves it,
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strict letter of the laws as they now stand, and if
Councils and Committees backed them wup to the
hilt, there would be few disciplinary problems. Un-
fortunately the referee is chary of sending off any-
one for a first offence. And, even if he does, how
many Boards or Councils will back him up ?

The man who raises fist or boot or hurley to an
opponent should go to the line immediately without
booking or warning. If every player knew that every
referee was administering the rules on that basis,
we would see very little of the current niggling.
Nobody wants to see hurling and football turned
into parlour games, but the rule must be, play it
hard, but play it fair,

And above all, accept lawful authority. The
referees should be formed as soon as possible into
a fully authorised body of their own. And once that
body has been set up. any county should not be per-
mitted to refuse to play under a properly qualified,
properly authorised neutral referee. But referees
should be properly graded, trained and qualified in
accordance with the Recommendations of the Com-
mission, and that is another matter on which the
Rules Revision Committee should insist.

And there are a few matters on which the Rules
Committee, as far as both games, and especially ag

far as hurling is concerned, could look for guidance
to the Camogie Association.

In Camogie, if an attacking player enters the
“Square” before the ball, the umpires immediately
draw the referee’s attention and a free out results
from where the ball was at the time the offence
occurs. It 1s a rule hurling could well adopt,

Also Camogie legislators have long ago solved an
anomaly that still exists between hurling and foot-
ball. In football, after a score, the defence has al-
ways been given the advantage of kicking the ball
out from the 21 yard line. Is any such concession
allowed in hurling ? Not on your life, and nobody
can give’ me any logical explanation why the rules
should differ between hurling and football on such
a fundamental matter. |

Yet, in Camogie, the ball is pucked out from the
21 yard mark after a score and nobody sees such a
rule as anything else except right and proper.
Finally, there is the matter of the pull down to pre-
vent a certain score. The simple answer to this in
football is either to award a penalty or a free worth
two points, if the offence occurs inside the 21 yard
line. The sooner either of these alternatives is
adopted the better, with a 21 yard free in hurling
for every deliberate pull-down in the same area.
Then we might be getting somewhere.
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FOOD
FOR
THOUGHT

By LINDA COLLINS

UDDENLY, food is fashion-
able. We all talk about cal-
ories and vitamins and every-
body has their own pet prefer-
ences when it comes to eating for
health. Any schoolchild can tell
you what a calorie is and what
it does, and when it comes to the
weight question every sportsman
can tell you what he tips the
scales at on any given day—not
just to the nearest pound but to
the nearest ounce. While there
may be some old-timers around
who sneer when the youngsters
wave away the second helping of
apple pie and cream, on the
grounds that it won’t do their
figures any good, and long for the
days when men were men and
“et what was put in front of
them”, still I’'m inclined to think
that to-day’s approach 1s the
more sensible. Maybe our in-
creased consciousness of food and
what it can do for us is due to
the fact that the stuff costs quite
a bit more these days! To eat
with discrimination, and choose
the items which will bring one
the most advantages, healthwise,
can’t be a bad thing.
Ireland is eating more fruit
these days than ever before.
Some of the importers put this

down to the fact that we're in the a plaﬁf‘é‘*ﬁf"itﬁ‘mr&.ﬂ_iable for me

Common Market now and think-
ing of ourselves as Europeans
but would you agree ? I think it
probably has more to do with
fruit being fairly easily avail-
able in most places nowadays. It
is dearer than it was a couple of
years ago, like everything else,
but still good value by to-day’s
standards and when we queried
Mr, M. S. Byrne the chairman of
Sheil & Byrne, he said the out-
look was rosy for the future.

You hardly need convincing
that fresh fruit is good for you.
How much pleasanter 1t 1s to get
your daily requirement of vita-
min C from eating a fresh orange
than from swallowing a pill! Ban-
anas are nearly a whole food In
themselves: sufferers from coel-
ilac disease rely on them as a
major part of the diet. Bananas,
be it said, cost the same today as
they did two years ago, so that’s
big news. Grapefruit is a popu-
lar item with sportsmen because
it’'s a satisfying thing to eat but
doesn’t put up any weight (un-
less you drown it with sugar).
Mr. Byrne of Sheil & Byrne
pointed out to us that in money
value terms, grapefruit is much
cheaper than they were a decade
ago, hecause we're eating so many
more of them that they're a
staple item. If you lived 1n
Japan, you'd pay 50p for the
privilege of eating your break-
fast grapefruit, so be thankful.
Oranges we will have always with
us, thank goodness. The citrus-
producing countries are efficient
and have abounding crops on
their hands, and we’'ve been
promised there won’t be any
shortages. Now 1In season are
delicious green grapes which
again aren’t a dear item on the
menu. You don’t have to be laid
up with a broken leg, you know,
to enjov a bunch of grapes.

Much the same could be said
of my favourite breakfast cereal,
porridge. My granny used to get
up at half past six so as to have
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at eight o’clock but today’s var-
ieties only take a few minutes to
cook, since part of the cooking
process has taken place in the
factory. White Tompkins &
Courage claim you can cook their
Speedicook oats in five minutes
and while I haven’t stood over
the saucepan with a stopwatch I
think they’re probably right.
White’s began in Waterford 200
years ago, graduated to the North
and then formed its association
with Tompkins & Courage. Their
product is made from natural
Irish oats which they say have a
better flavour than other oats and
I believe them. The porridge is
good and nutty, very flavoursome,
Mr. Campbell, manager of White
Tompkins & Courage here, is a
committed porridge eater him-
self and is thinking up new ways
at the moment of increasing our
commitment to his favourite
cereal. With sportsmen, he
shouldn’t have to try hard.

And then there’'s milk and
everything that stems from 1t.
When Bord Bainne went into
business the value of our exports
as regards milk and milk pro-
ducts was £7.5 millions. Last
year it was £67.5 million and by
1980 it will be up to £250.
million. They didn’t arrive at
that figure by gazing 1into a
crystal ball — it’s a fact
that the demand 1is going
up steadily and that all over the
world they are eating and drink-
ing the stuff that originates with
Irish cows. The nutritional value
of milk, butter, cheese and cream
is fully appreciated by Irish
people, says Joe McGough of Bord
Bainne. He is happy that we are
loyal to our own products, though
he thinks we ought all to be eat-
ing more cheese. At a time when
food prices are soaring and we
are all much more conscious of
the value of protein, we are all
looking for the best value for
money, product-wise. Since we
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continue to be the third-largest
per capita consumers in the
world, that shows we know a
good thing for what it is. Eating
about 33 1b. of butter every year,
every man, woman and child of
us, 1it’s strange that when it
comes to cheese the record says
we put away only four or five
pounds of the stuff per annum.
A company which has done a
lot for the prosperity of Irish
vegetable growers is Erin Foods
and they have helped and are
helping to change the eating
habits of the country. Their
main contribution is the instant
soup—it puts me in the older
generation to admit that I can re.
member a time when there was
no such thing as packeted soup,
and you either kept a stockpot
on the range night and day, or

you did without soup. Today,
what a difference. Nobody need
be without a bowlful of something
hot and tasty and its absolutely
foolproof to make. Even a fellow
who never saw the inside of a
saucepan can produce a packeted
soup without difficulty. Erin are
also kept busy satisfying the re-
quirements of caterers, in schools,
institutions, hotels and else-
where, with a range of time-sav-
ing products such as desserts and
sauces which at the very least
are the equal of anything pro-
duced elsewhere.

Supermarkets are still a bone
of contention but they are gener-
ally credited with one thing: they
have helped to do away with the
situation where vegetables, fruit
or anything else costs more in
Donegal than it does in Dublin.

Supermarket firms with branches
throughout the country stabilise
the price on most of their lines,
and other shopkeepers follow
suit. They have also implemen-
ted progressive ideas in packag-
ing and Five Star were the first,
to my knowledge, to introduce
the proper grading of fresh pro-
ducts which we are all supposed
to adhere to under E.E.C. rules.
For the food-conscious, health-
conscious shopper, the sort who
might be considered just a little
fussy, Five Star is the chain
with the right approach. Fresh
ness is a cult with them and it
1S a pleasure to buy from their
meat counter or at the fruit and
vegetable department. Hygiene
standards are high and the var-
iety of lines on offer means you’ll
never go in looking for something
and come out without it—an
occurrence which is unfortunately
not rare in other spots which call
themselves supermarkets but
don’t really merit the term.

SHEIL & BYRNE LTD.

M.I.LA.V.L

DUBLIN

Wholesale distributors of Home
Grown and Imported Fresh

Fruits, etc.

“CAPE” Deciduous
“BONITA’ Bananas

“JAFFA” Citrus

“OUTSPAN" Citrus

Phone: 43624

Telex: 4270

Take

for

and

White’s
SPEEDICOOK
PORRIDGE
HEALTH

VITALITY

34

7 & 8 CITY QUAY, DUBLIN. TEL. 741135




HAT old sporting maxim that
“they never come back’ has
taken a hammering from time to
time down the years in hurling
and football. But watch out now
for an entirely new and novel
slant in the successful comeback
theme—this time thanks to the
craftsmanship of John Egan, of
Cloncunny, Co. Kilkenny, and the
enterprise of Player-Wills.

They are combining to bring
back miniature footballers and
hurlers after a lengthy absénce.
And any day now the great come-
back will be on, spearheaded
appropriately enough by a col-
lection of footballers togged out
in the colours of Offaly, the Sam
Maguire Cup winners of the past
two seasons. They will ‘“take
the field” on bar shelves through-
out the champion counties 1n a
Player’s No. 6 promotion.

For almost twelve years John
Egan had turned out similar
figures for the advertising depart-
ment of Player-Wills, but the in-
roads of television on the adver-
tising budget in 1964 forced the
mini-athletes into retirement.

Likes many a good come-back
story this one has a touch of
chance or fate about it. Dermot
Byrne 1s Brand Manager f{for
Players No. 6, and while on busi-
ness in London he spotted one of
the old Player’s hurlers in a
Chelsea pub. On admiring the
workmanship, he noted the name
“J. Egan” on the base and
decided to track down the crafts-
man on his return to Ireland to
see if he was still in business,

Not only was he in business;
he was expecting Dermot! “T've
been waiting for you to call ever
since the television ads were
stopped,” was his greeting.

John Egan is a builder by trade

G.A.A. STARS IN MINIATURE

—By courtesy of Player-Wills

and a part-time farmer; by inclin-
ation he 1s an artist and hates
delegating or sub-contracting
even when it is possible. He
has got to do everything himself.

The figures he makes com-
pletely from scratch, first model-
ling them in plasticine, then cast-
ing them in type-metal which
serves as the master for the flex-
ible rubber-composition moulds
for the plaster reproductions.
Painting is the slowest and most
difficult part of the job as it is
completely hand-done—and {ree-
hand at that.

To paint 100 figurines takes the
best part of a month; the Kil-
kenny hurlers’ narrow black and
amber stripes—his next job—
will take even longer and then
there’s the tiny hurley to make,
too, perfectly carved from ash.

So wateh out for this latest
company of come-back stars . . .
mini players who will all be
bright champions in their own
sphere. And, congratulations to
John Egan and Player-Wills for
this further welcome boost on
the public relations front for
Gaelic Games.

FASHIONABLE RENDEZVOUS

T!O many people Leopardstown means racing and nothing else.

However if you think that the activities of the vast stands and
area at the popular Co. Dublin racecourse ends with the horses you
are very wrong indeed.

In the last six months the dining rooms, snack bars and bars
that on a raceday cater for the thousands of racegoers have been
converted on dozens of occasions to lavish ballrooms, or maybe con-
ference or convention rooms or perhaps the venue for a wedding
reception—all in the finest of class, yet simple and to the liking of
everybody.

The fact that the All Ireland Hurling and Football final lunches
will be held there speaks volumes for the accommodation at Leop-
ardstown and when one recalls the number of dances, dinners, recep-
tions, exhibitions, etc., etc., that have become part of the set-up you
can gather that Leopardstown nowadays is a place of many faces.

During the coming autumn, winter and spring many functions
will be held there, and each day secretaries of office groups, county
societies in Dublin, people with functions to hold are contacting
Manager Michael O’Hehir with a view to using the rooms and facilities,

The attractions of Leopardstown include the fact that it is far
enough from the city centre to be attractive, yet is close enough fo
be convenient. There is parking space for thousands of cars and
the catering is in keeping with the entire lay-out—the best,
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work harder for you

at

(that’s 1037, gross.)
with the EBS

Unless your savings are
earning a big 7% tax paid
every year, you're losing
money. Because inflation
and rising prices are reduc-
ing the value of your money
every year.

_ The only way to beat
inflation is by investment.
Investment is safe, sure and
profitable. Investment in the

Educational Building Society.

The E.B.S. pays 7% tax
paid on your money. That's
over 108% gross. And with
assets of over £40 millions,
your money is guaranteed
secure. While your money is
being saved, it’s working
hard for you. Earning the
interest you need to

fight inflation and E B S

tax paid

protect the value of your
savings. And E.B.S. has been
helping since 1935.

Make your money work
harder for you. Get the
biggest tax free interest rate
ever from the E.B.S.7% tax
paid. That's over 103% gross.

Your money makes

more money with
the E.B.S.

the Educational Building Society

Westmoreland Street, Dublin

Tel. 775191

A Member of the Irish Building Societies Association



EVEN those of us who don’t
boast what is called a finan-
cial brain have been noticing the
effect of the currency crisis the
world is passing through just
now, with pounds and dollars
falling and floating and perform-
ing all sorts of acrobatic acts. In-
flation is a word we all under-
stand pretty well, too, and the
natural reaction to it all is to ask
oneself “how does this afifect
me?” Get it straight, the advice
that tells you to spend every
penny now, because money 1Is
dropping in value and your sav-
ings aren’t worth hanging onto,
is bad advice. We all like to
spend money but as somebody
pointed out to us, you've got to
have it to spend it and unless
yvou're lucky enough to inherit
it, the only way to have 1t 1is to
work for it and save it

When inflation happens, every-
thing inflates. Money costs
more to borrow but as a compen-
sation, you get higher interest
rates on savings. About the
best rate available today 1Is
through the building societies,
who pay vou 7 per cent nett on
your investment and alse pay the
tax on it. For younger people,
the big attraction about the build-
ing society is the chance to
qualify for a house mortgage
once you've proved yourself as a
sound saver.

At the Irish Civil Service
Building Society they pioneered
a scheme for young couples who
saved regularly with them and
qualified thereafter for a loan.
This was a runaway Ssuccess, So
much so that most of those who
entered the scheme now have
their own homes. The Civil Ser-

Saving makes sense

By TONY KEEGAN

vice has been quietly expanding

in recent years, establishing new

branches and drawing in new
business, most of it from ordin-
ary savers, referred to as small
savers. The Society has healthy
reserves and total assets of £8
million,

“The most successful type of
co-operative we have ever had in
Ireland” 1s how the building
society movement was described
to us by a board member of the
Educational Building Society. He
made the further point that while
the societies are portrayed as
huge profitable concerns, their
margins are actually small—no-

body ever makes a personal for-
tune out of a building society.
Their aim is to provide a service
and judging on results so far they
provide it competently. The
E.B.S. spokesman also made the
point that today’s rate of inter-
est is very attractive to savers
and that people have not been
slow to find this out. The bor-
rowers, the ones paying back
their mortgages, can also con-
gratulate themselves on their
luck, because with property app-
reciating at its current rate, it
could be said that they are buy-
ing out their houses virtually in-
terest free,

Our society offers competitive
interest rates, maximum
security and friendly service.
Head Office:

25 Westmoreland Street,
Dublin 2. Telephone: 770983

Established 1864

"HighSociety!

BUILDING SOCIETY
25 WESTMORELAND ST. DUBLIN 2.

Branches:

47 Upr. George's Street,
Dun Laoghaire.

Telephone : 808791

169a Howth Road, Killester.
Telephone: 338017

4 Main Street, Dundrum.,
Telephone : 984028.

SERVICE

37

- == w = =



® JOE LENNON . . .
in Ireland.

JOE LENNON was the man who

really started coaching in this
country and that must be said to
the credit of this fine player. It
was unfortunate that early on
discord arose over coaching and
the confrontation between Joe
and Alf Murray in which the
great Armagh player was sup-
ported by many top officials was
a heavy blow to coaching. County
pride entered Into it too. Some
excellent men thought that the
teaching of the games was a
short-cut to ruining the indivi-
dual style of the counties and
making all young players con-
form to a stereotyped pattern of
play which would eventually
harm the game.

I remember Kerrymen in gen-
eral and Jacky Lyne, himself a
first-class performer and trainer
being very annoyed also when Joe
Lennon criticised Kerry football
which at the time was being
played in Croke Park by Kingdom
sides which were not first-class.

the pioneer of coaching

In fact the suspicion spread to
hurling and it was a cause of con-
cern to me personally when Cork
didn’t send men to a hurling
course In Gormanston although
the men in charge were experts.
So coaching got off to a bad start.

And yet any sensible man must
agree that teaching in anything
1s bound to lead to improvement
unless the student or teacher or
both are fools. In handball I
remember a good player named
Delaney from New Ross long ago
who gave us lads a few tips. I
think we benefitted. In golf the
precision induced by the profes-
sionals lowers the amateur’s
handicap. Tony Wall the fine
Tipp centre-back became a good
golfer because of training and
dedication. In athletics the im-
provement can be measured in
inches and seconds when a real
coach gets going. Why should it
be otherwise in Gaelic sports ?

In Munster where the football
standard is uneven, coaching is
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Coaching is

badly

needed

by many

County teams

Says EAMONN YOUNG

badly needed not because the
men of Tipp, Waterford, Clare
and Limerick are not as good as
in Kerry and in Cork but because
they do not spend as long at the
practice of the skills and the
higher thinking of the game as
they do in the two stronger
counties.

Have no doubt that it’s the
same 1n Connacht, Ulster and
Leinster where lack of success is
sometimes also attributed to im-
portant matters like low density
of population. Yet in each of
the strong counties there are ex-
cellent men who would be of
great help if they spread their
wings or were invited to do so.
The great advantage the coach
from the stronger county has is
in self-confidence which allied to
adequate knowledge and the fact
that he’s a stranger gives him a
ready audience. And remember
what a delightful advantage the
sports coach has over the school-
teacher whose captive audience



is chained to the desks by par-
ental control and the necessity
to pass exams.

In Gormanston I have met ex-
cellent hurling coaches like
Doney Nealon of Tipp, Sean Han-
ley of Clare, Tommy Riordan of
Longford and of course the man
himself Fr. Tommy Meagher of
Kilkenny. In football who
wouldn’t be glad to have Jim
McKeever, Frankie Byrne of
Meath, Jim O’Donnell of Cavan,
Joe Lennon and of course my-
self? Many, very many more I
know around the country who
can do a fine job in coaching even
if we go outside the present
trainer-coaches like Mickey
Kearins, John Culloty and Doney
O’Donovan of Cork.

The association would be mad
not to use to the full these sound
men, for to improve a county is
to improve the game. Recently
I helped Clare a little and would
be quite happy to continue If
asked. If they asked someone
else T also would be happy to see
the game move upward as i
must. When Clare incidentally,
played Cork recently they were
soundly beaten but they did put
up a better show than even they
themselves thought possible—
something which I took trouble
to point out afterwards to a dis-
appointed audience. I can’t help
telling the one about the minutes
after that game ended when the
old enemy of mine, the rogue
Weesh Murphy, came up fto me
and said “Youngy, at last we
have the secret to Dbeating
Kerry”. And when I looked in-
quiringly he shot in with a grin:
“Would you ever train ’em?”

Helping to train and coach the
weaker counties will do more
than break the monotony which
must creep into the provincial
championships in all provinces.
It will raise the standard of the
game, bring success to men who
have won so little and earned <o
much and above all will make

our games greater spectacles for

skilful manly competition for soil of Ireland.

our young people in an atmos-
our people as well as providing phere which rises from the very

In Dublin
for business or pleasure ?

Come to the Clarence Hotel
where our business is your pleasure!

* Grade A accommodation.

* Near Heuston Station and within

easy access of major cinemas,
theatres and shops.

* 70 rooms, most with private bath.
* Telephone, radio, in all rooms.

* Friendly efficient Service.

* Dining room or famous Clarence
Grill Bar for your mealtime pleasure.

* Reasonable rates for weekends,
overnights and holidays.

Glorerce Sy _F 7/

6 - 8, Wellington Quay, DUBLIN, 2. Telephone 776178.

IRISH VISION

THE FIVE STAR RENTAL COMPANY

% Only top brand sets.

% Full and free Maintenance.
 Finest Terms.

v Change to a new model—or colour
—at any time.

v No installation charge.

NORTH ROAD, FINGLAS
Telephone : 342990

Branches throughout the country
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HOSE who felt that the play-
ing of the All-Ireland
camogie championship on the
Open Draw system would in any
way limit the interest were soon
proved wrong, when the very
first game, between Antrim and
Kilkenny resulted in a thrilling
draw.

As I write, the replay is still
pending, and interest in the re-
sult will be heightened by the
fact that Kilkenny will mean-
while have played Dublin in the
Leinster senior semi-final. The
remainder of the firstround
matches in the All-Ireland senior
series are at present being play-
ed out so we will have to defer
consideration of the position in
the top grade until next month.

In the meantime, it is possible
to have a clearer view of the
junior scene since the champion-
ships in this grade are being
played on the old system, and the
provincial winners will meet in
the All-Ireland semi-finals, As of
now, only one provincial cham-
pionship has been decided, in
Leinster where Wexford retained
their crown by defeating Dublin
in the final for the second con-
secutive year.

Indeed rarely have I seen two
games that followed so closely
on the same pattern with only a
point between them at the end
of 50 thrilling minutes. As was
the case last year, Dublin again
had the better of the play
through the field, but either
missed feasible chances or were
foiled by the alert Wexford de-
fence.

At the other end of the field,
Breda McCleane and M ary
Murphy turned their much fewer
opportunities to far better ac-

count, however, and so Wexford
must be adjudged to have de-
served victory, it must also be
recorded that the luck of the day
was cruelly against the Dublin
girls, who were foiled of scores
three times by the cross-bar, the
most frustrating of these inci-
dents coming in the last minute
when the home side, a point be-
hind forced a “30” from which a
well-placed shot beat the Wex-
ford defence but came back off
the bar instead of going through
for what would have been either
the winning goal or the equalis-
ing point.

S0 Wexford, somewhat unex-
pectedly beaten in last year’s All-
Ireland final by Galway have
again come out of Leinster and
must now be in with a very good
chance of taking the honours that
so narrowly eluded them Ilast
season.

They have many fine players,
with an outstanding goalkeeper
in Margaret Kelly, fine defenders
in Breda Finn, Mary Boggan and
Gretta Kehoe, aided by Geraldine
Duggan. Further afield they were
well served by Mairead Darcy,
Eileen Hawkins, Bridie Tobin,
Breda McCleane and Mary
Murphy. Unless, and it could
happen, some of these stars are
robbed to buttress the senior
side, Wexford should at least
reach the September final again.

But as of now Armagh must
remain the long-odds favourites
to capture this junior title which
has so narrowly eluded them in
each of the past three seasons.
With such stars as Marion De-
laney, Anne McCone, Angela
Toal and former Down stalwart
Patricia Crangle, Armagh must
be a great force in the junior
championship again this year.
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By AGCNES HOURIGAN

An interesting experiment in
recent weeks was the special
Coaching Course for teachers
run in Gormanston College by
the All-Ireland Colleges Council.
Confined to teachers, Secondary,
Vocational, Primary and teachers
of Physical Education, this was
the first course of its kind ever
run by the Camogie Association.

Indeed, while I am open to
correction, I am of the opinion
that no similar coaching course
for teachers has even been run
by the G.A.A. But there was an-
other innovation. Except for a
very interesting lecture by for-
mer Down football star Joe Len-
non, Director of Physical Educa-
tion in Gormanston College it-
self, and one of the greatest
authorities on coaching in the
country, the rest of the lectures
were delivered by members of
the Camogie Association 1tself,
by Anne Carroll of Kilkenny,
who leaves shortly to do a post-
graduate course in Lough-
borough, and Mary Moran, who
as well as being secretary of the
All-Ireland Colleges Council is
also trainer-manager of the Cork
county team, All-Ireland senior
champions,

Another interesting lecturer
was Mrs. Kathleen O’Duffy, and
in addition to films, there was an
interesting display of slides, with
commentary, showing the more
common fouls, and suggesting
how players can be taught to
avoid these. Mrs. O’Kelly of Kil-
cock lectured and demonstrated
on suitable P.E. very effectively,

The National Coaching Course
later in the month ig already
booked out far in advance, and
seems certain to be, once again,
a resounding success.



SCORESHEET

E fact that this is shaping

up into a record-making
year for penalty kicks jostles for
the SCORESHEET spotlight this
month with a number of players,
other than the recognised scor-
ing elite, who are displaying an
exciting finishing ' technique 1in
front of goal.

First of all, penalty Kkicks.
Already the present campaign
has moved into an extra special
class in that more goals have
been scored from the spot over
the past eleven months or so
than in any programme for a
full year’s session since 1968!
That year’s record was 15 goals,
and the current bag is right up
on that at 14.

The finishers have been prov-
ing very much on the target this
season as well. Of the remaining
five penalties signalled only one
was driven wide. The others
were saved by the goalkeepers.

With 19 penalties now on the
chart, the present year may well
pass out the peak one of 1958,
when no fewer than 37 Kkicks

were awarded. Of those, 23 were

sent to the net, and one, of the
remaining 14 produced a point.

One wonders 1if the present
impressive manner in which for-
wards are finding the way
through to goal will see the
coming All-Ireland semi-finals
produce a penalty goal for the
first time since 1968. That was
the year that Longford made
their debut in the national senior
championship series, and eight
minutes from the end of theilr
meeting with Kerry, the even-
tual winners, Jackie Devine
goaled for the Leinster cham-
plons.

Four kicks have been awarded
gince that game, and only one
produced a goal. But that score
came after the penalty by John
Keenan (Galway) had been par-
ried by Danny Kelly in the Down
goal in the second 1968 semi-
final, and Cyril Dunne was 1In
like a flash to finish the ball to
the net.

The last game featured by a
penalty was another Down-Gal-

Compiled by
OWEN McCANN

way clash, that one for a place
in the 1971 final. The ball was
sent wide from that 34th min-
ute shot by a Down man.

Peter McGinnity, the young
Fermanagh man who won his
first Ulster jersey against the
Combined Universities footbal-
lers last January, is one of the
exciting new faces displaying an
impressive style in front of goal
this season. In fact, the indica-
tions are that he will eventually
wind up the 1973 programme
with a new county record to his
credit,

In 1966 P. T. Treacy, who
three years earlier became the
first Fermanagh footballer to
win a Railway Cup medal, estab-
lished the county high point at
7-37 (58 points) in 14 games.

McGinnity has not been espec-
ially active this year, but at the
time we went to press he was
still well in sight of the county
record with a score of 1-32 (35
points) from only eight games.
That works out at the worth-
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ground for his county.

Then, there is Tom Byrne, who
has been hitting the scores so
fluently for Wexford. He was
their top marksman in the 1972-
Roslea man can break new 73 National Hurling League

® FROM OVERLEAF

while total of 4.37 points a game,
and suggests that given any luck
at all in the remaining months
of the season the 20-vear-old
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Now clothes for now people. A whole
new range called “"Young Generation”’, styled
by Dubtex.

This is your kind of style, the latest
style in coats, slacks and suits. Style that
changes with the times, month by
month. On the move like you

and today's world.

il NS S, Move now to your
AN M’r}fﬁ i S\\7. [ == nearest fashion-watching
’;( I”Wfl*;] man’s shop. And move
&

out in “"Young
Generation”’.
Well, that's where
you're at, isn't it?
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Watch “Young Generation”,
the NOW clothes,

made here in Ireland by Dubtex
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Dubtex (Clothing) Ltd., 22 Wellington Quay, Dublin 2. Tel. 782111
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title-winning campaign with a2
grand haul of 10-41 (71 points)
from 11 engagements, or a splen-
did 6.45 points a game,

Byrne is proving so adept at
knocking home the scores that
he looks just the man to put the
best total up for a full year by
a Wexford hurler since Paudge
Kehoe bagged 20-26 (86 points)
in 15 games as far back as 1958.
Byrne was well on the road with
70 points-plus at the time of
writing.

Indeed, it is by no means be-
yond the bounds of possibility
that he will become Wexford’s
first “ton up” hurler since Nick
Rackard broke the century of
points barrier in 1956 with a
wonderful 35-50 (155 points) in
19 games, a haul that ranked as
the best in hurling until Eddie
Keher (Kilkenny) first passed
out that superb total in 1971.

Another whose spot-on finish-
ing was a feature of last season’s
National League is Patsy Heth-
erington. He proved the top
marksman for the entire 1972-73
nation-wide Football Division
Il series with a score of 4-28 (40
points) in 9 games in Tyrone’s
march to the title and promo-
tion.

This Donaghmore club man is
making a brave bid to become
the first from his county in
years to top the annual Ulster

chart for all competitions. How-

ever, a new Tyrone county peak
1s an entirely different story.

This shares with the Wicklow
No. 1 the rating as the oldest
in the football table, standing as
it 1s since 1957, when Frankie
Donnelly shot 5-102 (117 points)
in 22 games,

Nonetheless, Hetherington has
been scoring well this year, and
has been setting the pace in good
style in the North. He was in the
40 points bracket at press time,
and striding out into fields that
no Tyrone footballer has achiev-
ed In many seasons.



HE sun of June shone through
the trees as the four of us
stood on the firing point with
sub-machine guns in our hands.
Three of us felt great and meant
to prove it. The other was Big
Jim. He wasn’'t feeling great.
Hard for him after being out all
night. We should have left him
in bed of course but when you're
suffering under the lash of a
tongue for four weeks you just
want to get some of your own
back. He was the best shot of
the four and boy how he rubbed
it in. So we got him out while
he groaned with self-inflicted
pain and he hoped he wouldn’t
even see the target. Better still
we joked and jostled ourselves
into a bet for a quid and what
fun it would be to spend his
money. The weapons cracked and
the scores were earned. He
started badly but ye gods it was
better he got, and once again
we gritted our teeth as he
finithed in front and then rubbed
our noses once more in the mud.

“Ye wouldn’t hit Shandon
steeple with a shotgun,” said
Big Jim and we really had
nothing to say except turn on
the chap who thought of the
idea.

This thing called accuracy 1is
a wonderful asset in anything.
In games it is the golden paint
on the picture frame. So far Billy
Field, the Cork winger, has
shown it. As a young fellow
playing on the champion Colaiste
Chriost Ri football team he
scored eight goals and twenty-
eight points 1n seven games
when players like Brian Murphy
and Martin Doherty helped to
get the ball to him.

The real way to win games 1S
to put the ball into the hands of

Billy Field: a profile

a striker within thirty yards of
the goal. It takes a lot of effort
to get a ball that far but 1t
really is worth it, isn’t it ? That’s
what they try to do now in Billy
Field’s case. Against Clare re-
cently he scored seven _points
from dead balls, one point off
play. Against Kerry in the Mun-
ster final he had one goal and siX
points. But that pin-point accur-
acy which has been the delight
of teams from Cavan when they
had Mick Magee in the thirties to
those of Offaly who look to im-
maculate Tony MacTague, isn’t
the only reason why the young
Michael’s player 1s selected.

He has a keen, cool brain
which allows him to see a com-
rade and get the ball to him
quite smartly. More important
still he shows that delightful
ability to change his mind and
select another effort.

This is very important. When
a ball comes there are about
four things a man can try. Two
are good; one is bad and the
other is what the star (that over-
worked word) does. In the game
against Clare a high ball was
driven in by Denis Long. Declan
Barron fielded and at the last
moment it was knocked out of
his hands. Field came along,
gathered and moved around the
bunch. Just as he was about to
kick a Clare back hesitated while
moving towards the man with the
ball. Like a flash Field changed
his mind. Instead of kicking or
fisting goalwards he weaved
around the defender moving five
yards in the process and struck
a fast shot to the top of the net.
A very good goal.

This ability to score off the
sround, to see the opening made
by another’s mistake is comple-
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mented by a willingness to fight
hard for the ball and, above all,
a readiness to subject himself to
the discipline of training. Per-
haps he inherited his qulck
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BILLY FIELD: A PROFILE

@ FROM OVERLEAF

change of feet and delicate bal-
ance from his mother, a splendid
ballroom dancer, and his love of
manly sport from his father,
army captain and namesake,
whose love for the Rockies made
him dress up in the famous jer-
sey and come running into the
crowded room, a hurley in his
hand to annoy me one night
while we were on Border duty,
just because I was blowing my
coal about Glen Rovers.

Some parents who go into
ecstasies over the ability of their
children do them more harm
than good, however. It was re-
freshing to hear Bill Field
senior say the other day :

“He was bad that night. T cut

strips off him at half-time.”

It’s a bit early yet to sav much
about young Bill Field, but this
can be said. He’s tall, fit, intel-
ligent, accurate and loves the
game. He plays in a county
where the sides are pretty good
and so he stands a fair chance of
becoming quite a good player if
he continues to improve himself
physically and mentally, refuse
to allow limited success to go to
his head and keeps away from
the smokes and the bottle, neither
of which so far trouble him
much.

Cork teams, seldom renowned
tor the accuracy of their finish-
ing, can do with him. I wish this
genuine player the best of luck.

FOCUS ON THE

RISING STARS
@ FROM PAGE 11

passed through the door and I
was struck by his size and
strength. My remark to the for-
mer Meath chairman was: “If he’s
half as good as his father, then
he’ll be a good one.”

Kevin 1s big and not easily
knocked off the ball, he has a
very safe pair of hands and is a
fielder of the ball. He may still
be a little lacking in finesse, but
time 1s on his side and with ex-
perience he can become an out-
standing footballer,

A hurler worth keeping an eye
on 1s Pat Hanrick, who was the
star of the St. Peter’s College
(Wexford) team this year. A
native of Bunclody, he was a
minor for his county at football
as well as hurling in 1972, but it
is as a hurler we will—I think—
be hearing most about him in the
future.
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I’M sure you all liked the colour
Cut-Out. Ever since Junlor
Desk began over three years
ago, I have had numerous re-
quests from readers for a Cut-
Out of Mick Roche, one of Ire-
land’s greatest hurlers of the
last decade. Well, here it i1s at
last. The Tipperary man 1is the
greatest striker in the game. His
colossal display though on a
losing team in the All-Ireland
final against Wexford 1n 1968 re-
minded me of a similar display
from Bobby Rackard of Wexford
against Cork in the final of
1954.

PEN FRIEND SECTION

This month we introduce a
special Junior Desk Pen Friend
section. So I am asking all Junior
Desk fans looking for pen
friends to send me on the fol-
lowing information. Name, age,
favourite sports, teams, players,
hobbies, ete., and any other infor-
mation you consider necessary,
like the following :

John Pearse, 7 Kill St., Galway
(Age 15 years)—wishes to cor-
respond with a G.A.A. fan of
same age in Offaly or Cork.
Favourite game : Gaelic football.
Favourite star: Willie Bryan.
Hobbies : G.A.A., tennis, Scrap-
books and Programme collect-
ing. (The above is an example
of the type of information neces-
sary to create a pen friend sec-
tion.)

)

CONNACHT FINAL
PROGRAMME

All Junior Desk fans eager to
get a copy of the 1973 Connacht
S.F. final souvenir programme
can have same by sending me on
a 4p stamp (to cover postage)
to the address at the end of the
column. All programme collec-
tors should certainly add this
one to their collection.

CAD IS AINM DO?

I. Since he made his senior inter-
county debut more than a half
dozen years ago he has played in
a variety of positions in defence,
in attack and at midfield, but he
is at his most stylish and accom-
plished when playing at wing
back. He has won All-Ireland
honours at minor, under-21 and
senior level and has also collec-
ted three National League
medals. This vear he was hon-
oured by the Carrolls All-Star
selectors.

2. Although he has only come to
the fore in recent years he has
been around for quite a long
time, and in fact, has won county
championship medals in three
different provinces. It was only
when the selectors switched him
from attack to defence that he
really “came  good” and
played a major part in helping
his county win two All-Ireland
titles in successive years.

3. An outstanding hurler of the
past, he played in seven All-
Ireland hurling finals in the
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period between the two Worla
Wars. He was on the winning
side on five occasions, winning
three titles with his native county
and two with another. He
also won Railway Cup honours
with two provinces.

4. This Carroll's All Star has rep-
resented his county and prov-
ince for quite a number of years
now—always in the same posi-
tion. During that time he has
won one minor and two senior
All-Treland titles. His two elder
brothers have also starred at
intercounty level both at home
and abroad.

5. This strapping young midfielder
has played with distinction for
his club, county and province,
and he also played for a time in
New York. Although he has
only won a few county cham-
pionships to date, his prowess
has not gone unrewarded as he
was voted hurler of the year in
his own county and has also
been honoured by the Carrolls
All Stars selectors.

6. Few would hesitate to rate him
as the best player in his position
the game has known. Now in
the autumn of a wonderful car-
eer spanning a decade and a
half, he has won every honour
in the game, including a record
number of Railway Cup awards.
With his elder brother, he shared
the distinction of being a mem-
ber of the team that wrote a new
chapter in the annals of the
G A

® OVERLEAF
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7. A Texaco award winner and one
of the most versatile and popu-
lar players in the game, he has
given his county and province
wonderful service in a career
lasting a decade and a half. In
that time he has won every hon-

~our in the game, including four
senior All-Ireland titles. Last
year he added a much sought

This month we are offering
five prizes for the five best let-
ters on the subject “My fav-
ourite player”. The prizes are
G.A.A. ties in the county colours
of the lucky five. There will be a
little delay in sending them on
as they are being made specially
for our competition. So let us
roll on with extracts from letters.

Sean  Gaughan, Moybridge,
Emyvale, Co. Monaghan. — “The
cover of your May issue was very
good.”

Kevin Gallen, Hazelwood,
Lough Gill, Co. Sligo.—“My fav-
ourite is Down’s Sean O’Neil] —
one of football’s all-time greats.
He reacts at a fantastic speed,
shoots superbly with either foot,
has cold steady nerves and
judgement to back his unique
skills and is a sportsman.”

® Some praise, Kevin, and well
deserved. (J.M.)

Jim Quinlan, Courthouse,
Borris-in-Ossory, Portlaoise, 'Co.
Laois.—“I enjoy Gaelic Sport
very much. My favourite hurlers
are Johnny Carroll, Christy
Jones, George Lanham of Laois
and Ray Cummins of Cork. In
football I like Bobby Miller. Wil-
lie Bryan, and Sean O’Neill.
How about a Laois Cut-Out ? »
® [t isn’t often we have Laois hur-
lers paraded here and we welcome
their names on these pages. Nice
10 see you honour your own county
stars, Jim. (J.M.)

Anthony Clancy, Knockroe,

From the

after trophy which had always
eluded him,

That’s enough of posers for
this month—more next month.
Turn to the end of Junior Desk to
find the correct answers to the
above and remember no cheat-
ing ! If you get all correct then
you know your G.A.A.

Mailbag

Ennistymon, Co. Clare.—“I don’t
want to see the Railway Cup
competitions disappearing on St.
Patrick’s Day.”
@ Initerest in them is not what it
used to be. (J.M.)

Seamus Byrne, Three Walls,
Aughrim, Co. Wicklow, — “Gal-
way, Cavan, Offaly, Cork are the
4 teams for the semi-finals. Give
us a Cut-Out of Bobby Miller of
Laois.”

@ That makes two for Bobby
Miller. (7. M.)
William  Fenton, Cloughna-

dromin, Ballysimon, Limerick.—
“My star 1s Pat Hartigan from
South Liberties, He is one of the
strongest, tallest and best on the
Limerick tem.”

® A great man surely, William.
(J.M.)

Pat Teehan (12 years), Cool-
derry, Brosna, Birr, Co. Offaly.
—“My favourite is Noel Skehan
of Kilkenny. He was brilliant in
Wembley. I think he is better
than Ollie Walsh ever was. He is
the greatest.”

@ Some praise, but Ollie Walsh was
greal too. (J.M.)

Anne Fitzgerald, Dooleague,
Islandeady, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.
—“My star of stars is John Mor-
ley. He is the sort of player
evervone would love to have on
their team. He never lets a team
down, club or county. He plays
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in any position for Mayo. I hope
he wins an All-Ireland medal.”

® !/ agree with you all the way.
(J.M.)

Mattie McDermott, Ahane, Kil-
kerrin, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.
—“Some of the Cut-Outs in Solo
and Gaelic Sport are the same.
1.e. Tommy Joe Gilmore, Ray
Cummins and Andy McCallin. No
more duplication please.”

@® A very good point. (J.M.)

Gerald Traynor, 893, Francis
St., Edenderry, Co. Offaly. —
“Willie Bryan is one of the

Cuimhni Cinn
Udar Ghaeltachta

MACHTNAMH
SEANA-MHNA :

Bhi céad bliain slan, i Marta
na bliana seo 6 saolaiodh
Peig Sayers 1 mBaile
Bhiocaire, Dhin Chaoin
Seo 18 eachtra da saol agus
lad curtha in eagar ag Maire
Ni Chinnéide agus fos sa
seanchlé inar foilsiodh iad i
Samhain na bliana 1939. 50p

MO BHEALACH FEIN
(Athchlé 1970) :

Is docha gurb é Seosamh
Mae¢ Grianna an eiseamlair
is fearr ar an stil phraictieciuil
prois a chleacht na hUItaigh
agus ni beag mar chlu ar an
leabhar seo 6na pheann gurb
é seo an 4u athchlo de. 62ip

MISE :

Bhi Colm O Gaora moértasach
as Ros Muc, a fhod dichais.
Sa leabhar seo ta glé chur
sios aige ar an bpairt a
glacadh 1 gConamara sa
troid ar son saoirse.
Tugann sé léargas, freisin
ar an geruatan agus ar an
ngreann a bhain leis an saol
ag mulinteoir taistil de
Chonradh na Gaeilge. 623ip

FOILSEACHAIN
RIALTAIS

An Stuara,
Baile Atha Cliath 1
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greatest midfielders of all time.
I love his cool approach to the
game, the way in which he can
slow it up to his own liking. His
drop kicking is great, also he is
accurate from 50’s.”

@ Willie is real cool. (I.M.)

John Guiton, Killeens, Bally-
nonty, Thurles, Co. Tipperary—
I like hurling and football. So
it is difficult for me to choose a
favourite player. Francis Lough-
nane 1s the man. 1 have seen
him play several times for Ros-
crea and my native Tipp.”

® Good choice. (I.M.)

Gerard Bridgett, Kilcoo, Athy,
Co. Kildare. — “Irish companies
cshould sponsor such things as
stickers of hurlers and foot-
ballers. The G.A.A. should also
publish a comic.”

@ Have you seen the stickers in the
county colours sponsored by a
petrol company. Fair play to
them for setting such a fine ex-
ample to other Irish companies.
They have badges too and it won't
do them any harm. I's time we
Irish copped ourselves on isn't if.

Let's have more promotions of this

sort. (J.M.)

Ciarin & Murchu, Glen Lodge,
Church Road, Greystones, Co.
Wicklow.—‘I was delighted with
the Peter Clarke Cut-Out. Grey-
stones are doing very well in the
under-11s and the under-12s of
the Cuala League. The under-12s
beat Bray Emmets, Newtown and
Kilcoole. I hung the Peter
Clarke pictures up on the wall of
my bedroom. Junior Desk is
great.”

@ Well done Ciardin. Keep pasting
up the Cut-outs, especially now that
they are in colour. (J.M.)

Terry Doyle, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow.—‘Pat Nolan of Wex-
ford is the best goalie hurling
ever had.”

@ Better than Seanie Duggan, Ollie

Walsh, Tony Reddan, Paddy Scan-

lar. .« « 2 (1.M.)

John Deasy, Ahaglaslin, Castle-
freke, Clonakilty, Co, Cork, “My
favourite star is Ray Cummins.
He is a genius.”

Mortimer Kelleher, 2 Alverna,
Mardyke Walk, Cork, “My star 1s
Ray Cummins, the greatest Cork
hurler since Christy Ring. He
will win many honours 'in the
future.” '

@ No doubt. (I.M.)

John Lyons (aged 14), 4 Hard-
wick St., Cork. — “My favourite
player is Pat Hartigan. Though
I am a Cork supporter I'll always

admire him. He is so clean.”
® Honest talk. (J.M.)

Tom Moore, Walshtownmore,
Midleton, Co, Cork.—“My star is
Sean O’Leary. He is 19 and In
ten games he scored 19-6.”

® Some scoring. (J.M.)

Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow.—“I was thrilled with
the Peter Clarke Cut-out. He
scored 11 points against Laois
and is the best footballer in
Wicklow. Star of that game was
Bobby Miller of Laois. My fav-
ourite player is Tony Doran.
Give us a Cut-out of Leslie Toal
of Louth.”

@® Weren't Louth great against
Offaly. They played tremendous
foothall, full of zip. Offaly were
great to survive. (I.M.)

Jerry Smyth, Whiterock, Mid-
leton, Co. Cork.—“Brendan Lynch
is my favouirte player. He was
gnalkeeper on the minor team in
1965 and a forward in ’66, ’67
and ’68.”
® The goalkeeping bit is news 1o
me. (J.M.)

Patrick Leogoe, Ballina, Geas-
hill, Co, Offaly.—“The player I
admire most is Frank McGuigan
(Tyrone). His fielding 1s un-
canny. In a class of his own for
one so young. Tyrone will win
an All-Ireland soon.”

@ Great admiration for Tyrone in

Offaly. (1.M.)
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Michael Garvey (Aged 11), Cor-

rinure, Mountmorris, Co. Ar-
magh. — “I travelled 108 miles
each way to see my star Paddy
Moriarty win a Railway Cup
medal on Easter Monday. He
signed my match programme
after the game.”
@® I was there too and had the
great pleasure of meeting Kevin
Kilmurray of Offaly after the game.
Yes, Paddy is good and you're right
to be proud of him. (J.M.)

PRIZEWINNERS

The 5 lucky prizewinners for
the G.A.A. ties are:
(1) William Fenton

(2) Anne Fitzgerald
(3) Gerald Traynor

(4) John Lyons
(5) Michael Garvey

ANSWERS TO

CAD IS AINM DO

(1) Con Roche (Cork).

(2) Tom Prendergast (Kerry).

(3) Garrett Howard (Limerick
and Dublin).

(4) Martin Furlong (Offaly).

(5) John Connolly (Galway).

(6) Sean O’Neill (Down).

(7) Mick O'Dwyer (Kerry).

This month we are giving the
competitions a rest now that we
have introduced a special Junior
Desk Pen Friend section. So all
of you who want G.A.A. pen
friends send on the information
I have already asked for to—

Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,

Dublin 9.

A Make
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SERVE
CHRIST
IN

the Foreign Missions,
in parochial work, giving
Missions and Retrests, and
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of the Apostolate.

We have a Senior Seminary for young
men of Leaving Certificate or G.C.E. standard
and » special course for late vocations in young men
between 17 and 30
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THE SOCIETY OF THE CATHOLIC APOSTOLATE
(Pallottine Fathers) is a modern
INTERNATIONAL Society of about 2,700 priests
and brothers who are engaged in an active,
varied and missionary apostolate in the five

continents. The IRISH priests and brothers are
involved in Missionary work in the following
countries: United States (Texas, Nevada,
Michigan, New York), South America (Argentina,
Venezuela), East Africa (Tanzania), Rome and
England.

The word ‘““Pallottine” comes from the name of
the founder, St. Vincent Pallotti, the pioneer

of Catholic Action, He felt and thought like the
man who canonised him, Pope John XXIII.

If you are inferested in the Priesthood or
Brotherhood, write for the booklet which gives
more information, to :—

Rev. Vincent Kelly, S.C.A.,
Director of Vocations,
Pallottine College, Thurles, Co. Tipperary
Telephone: Thurles 147

Published by “Gaelic Sport:. Printed by Cityview

Press Ltd.. 32 Portland Place, N.C.R.. Dublin 1.
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MICK
ROCHE

Tipperary

Age: 29
Height: 5-11
Weight: 13 st.

Club:
Carrick Davins

Position : Has ¥_
distinguished himself

in top class ¥
competitions at

centre half and ¥
midfield.

Senior Inter-County ¥
Debut : 1963

Oireachtas Cup. ¥

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Mick’s transfer from
centre half to
midfield early in the
second half was a
decisive factor 1n
Tipperary’s win over
Kilkenny in the
1971 All-Ireland
senior hurling final.
Earlier he won
All-Ireland honours
at intermediate
(1963), under-21
(1964) and senior
(1964 and 1965). He
holds three Railway
Cup and three
League medals.
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when you ramble?
With a CIE Rambler Ticket, you're
sure of reaching your destination
on time. In comfort. And, as 1t’s good
= for fifteen full days, g -
mcsest) VOU'll have plenty
<3 of time to see all

visit. No hitches. No hold-ups. For
£12 you can travel anywhere

by train. And for another £3 you'll

have all provincial bus services, too.

Get your Rambler Ticket from your

P - local Travel Agent, g¥

any CIE Station or ¢ /1%
office, or at CIE K.V

Bookmg Office, . kA
59 Upper O’Connell St
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