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HE COULD RETURN

P-AT Fanning’s three-year term
as President of the Gaelic
Athletic Association ends at
Easter. Tributes are paid to him
in a number of articles in this
issue. They are richly deserved
and probably inadequate: only
the passing of time and the per-
spective of history will expose
his true stature. Although con-
temporary events sometimes tend
to obscure our vision of the
people who shape them, much of
the out-going President’s stature
is already well known. Perhaps
we have only seen the tip of the
iceberg.

Tradition decrees that a Presi-
dent of the Association may
serve only for a maximum of
three years, There were excep-
tions 1in the past. Alderman
James Nowlan was in office for
something like 21 years; Padraig
MacNamee served part of a sec-
ond term, because of necessity,
in the early vears of World War
II. Those deviations from the
norm could not happen now.

As a general principle, that is
a good thing. Nobody is indispen-
sable, no matter how able. how
brilliant he, or she, may be in
any sphere of human activity.
New ideas. new approaches, are
alwavs welcome, sometimes re-
vita'isiny. especially in an organ-
isation like the G.A.A.

And vet, there is a tragic

EDITORIAL COMMENT

aspect to Pat Fanning’s passing
from the Association’s chief seat
of power. He is too able, too
important in the realm of ideas,
energy, and, not least, idealism,
to be forever lost to the G.A.A.
at the highest level of ifts ad-
ministration,

He will cherish his rest after
three vyears which were both
physically and mentally demand-
ing to the point of exhaustion
(vet, he has never shown exhaus-
tion). But there is no rule in the
book which states that a former
President may not, after an in-
terval, stand and be elected
again. Nothing more binding than
tradition—which is not of ancient
vintage—ordains that it is not
the thing to do. Tradition, like
rules, can be broken.

After one vear as ex-officio
President, Pat Fanning wiil con-
tinue to work for the G.A.A. in
his own county, in the province
of Munster and, probably, on one
or other of the committees which
now proliferate at the top level
of administration, His ability
will not be lost. ,

But there is nothing—excepl
his own choosing—to prevent
him from standing again for the
Presidency in three or six years’
time. This journal will watch the
play and will remind him of these
words when the time 1S Oppor-
tune.

COVER PHOTO :
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ON our front cover this month we

feature the man who, in the opinion

of many sound judges of Gaelic Games through the years, is considered

the greatest full-forward in the history of Gaelic football

the great Sean

O'Neill. On page 42 of this issue John O'Shea discusses with the peerless
Downman the potential of the current Down team and their chances of

coming out of Ulster in "73.
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THIS ADVERTISEMENT
IS DEDICATED
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than 30 countries around the world. Export documentation staff. Shipping
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As he

prepares to

vacate office

Pat Fanning

remembers

the events of

his term as

President

of the

Association

An interview with
MICK DUNNE
(of R.T.E.)

BY

the time the next issue of “Gaelic Sport’’ is published

the G.A.A. will have a new president—its 24th. Now,
| have no idea who he will be, but | am certain of this: each
of the candidates (ot the time of writing there are seven
nominees) would agree that whoever takes over at the helm
faces an enormous and unenviable task in having to follow

Pat Fanning.

Let me say straight away that
Pat Fanning does not need me,
or anyone else, to chant the
praises of his presidency. The
energy and enthusiasm he
brought to the office—indeed the
degree of exhaustion to which he
frequently seemed to be driving
himself; the mixture of diplo-
macy and tact on the one hand
and the firmnesg and rigidity on
the other which he displaved
during his term of office have re-
sulted in very definite fruits and
benefits to the Association. They
stand as striking testimony to his
being one of the very greatest of
presidents.

Of course, the dignity and
determination of the man as he
faced the 1971 Congress in the
Whitla Hall in Belfast steadfastly
resolved to see that the will of
the Association was carried
through by abolishing the Ban—
even though it was something
that ran counter to all his own
feelings and beliefs—will remain
as his greatest moment. But,
then, there were many other
highlights of his three years in
office, as Jay Drennan pointed
out in last month’s magazine.

Recently I had a long chat with
the outgoing president, As I
found on the many occasions he
was my guest on television and
radio programmes he spoke with
complete frankness,

We talked about the day the
Ban was removed. I asked about
his feelings since he was noted
as a strict adherent of the Ban.
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“That is true,” he agreed.
“This was for me, for Congress
and for the Association gener-
ally, a traumatic experience, a
traumatic moment in the history
of the Asscciation and of all con-
nected with it. But here I must
make a point I have made be-
fore: that is the remarkable abil-
ity of our Gaelic Athletic Asso-
ciation to adapt and to live with
the situation as it exists, or as it
is created for it.”

“This,” he added, “is a terribly
important thing and is, I think,
the inner strength of the Asso-
ciation. I tried to make the point
at Congress—and made it sin-
cerely—that we were changing
a rule, but we were not sacrific-
ing one whit of principle.”

I put it to him that the thought
of Pat Fanning as president made
many sincere G.A.A. people ner-
vous—when he was a candidate—

® TO PAGE 6



@ FROM PAGE 5

and I asked why this was so. “I
don’t know really,” he replied.
“T suppose I had a certain image
in the old days, an image possibly
of being intractable and all that,
but I'm not certain that people
were all that nervous about it.

“Naturally I was a person in a
controversial field, and I was in
many of those at Munster level
and at county board level, but I
do think that while people felt
I mightn’t be the man for the job,
as it were, I don’t think anybody
believed that I was other than
sincere in what I wag attempting
to do—and I would be very hurt
if it were otherwise.”

The president continued: “I
don’t mind people believing or
saying that I shouldn’t be, or
shouldn’t have been, president,
but that’s neither here nor there.
But once it’s done, I must say
this: from all people and from
all sides I got nothing but co-
operation all the way and I tried
to cultivate this co-operation to
the best of my ability,

“T did to some extent, to a
considerable extent, go out of my
way at times to ensure that those
people who might be estranged
from me, or divorced from me,
would see to it that I recognised
them as G.A.A. people and hoped
that they would so recognise me.”

Did the office change the man?

“No, I was my own man and
the same man always. I don’t
want to be facetious or unctuous
about this, but I tried to work
according to my principles and
work alwayvs from conviction. I
took decisions onlyv as I saw
them and in the firm conviction
that it was the right thing at the
right time.”

Many people admired Pat’s
tenacity and perseverence in

seeking the presidency three
times—1964, 67 and successfully
in '70—others looked on his re-
peated candidacy as evidence of
huge ambition. Did his two de-
feats give him any cause for re-
consideration. “It did, of course,”
he confessed. “There is this ter-
rible feeling of, not despondency
—that wouldn’t be true because
as far as I'm concerned once it’s
over it’s over—but there was a
feeling that it wasn’t for me and
I had, as I said at Congress In
Galway, set before me that, if the
G.A. A, wanted it, I was willing
to serve as President and given
the opportunity I did serve.

“So yes, after the second de-
feat particularly, 1 suppose the
idea was in my mind that, well,
it wasn’t for me—but it didn’t
so turn out.”

Could it be said he enjoyed
those three vyears? His reply:
“Absolutely. I said at the very
beginning 1t was something I
wished to do. And it has been a
remarkably fulfilling operation, a
fulfilling experience, and some-
thing I wouldn’t have missed for
worlds, even though pressures
are hard and it was difficult at
times, It was terribly time-con-
suming, making great demands
on stamina as well as on other
things, but it was a wonderfully
fulfilling experience.”

Midway through Pat’s term in
office there was speculation—in-
deed suggestions—that, in some
way, his presidency could be ex-
tended beyond the three-year
limit. What was his reaction to
this? “I was aware of those
rumours, and people were Kkind
enough to say it and were kind
enough to talk about it. I not only
would, but did. discourage any
talk along those lines. I believe
that the rule which requires a
president, particularly, to vacate
his office after three pears is a
good one, It is a very demanding
office, but that is not the main
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point. When a president goes into
office he knows he has a period
of three years in which to com-
mit himself totally to the job at
hand. I believe that the edge
might go off. And I do believe
that other people have the right,
as I held I had the right, to offer
themselves and 1 think it would
be wrong for the Association to
depart from this.”

What of the future? Does Pat
Fanning take a well-earned rest
and retire into the background?
His answer: “I came into the
Association very young—a player
and official at every level—and T
remain a member of the Associa-
tion at whatever level I'm permit-
ted to serve, I will continue, I am
sure, to be in the centre of things
in so far as I remain a member
of the Management Committee
for a period of one vear and I
am always available to serve in
whatever capacity is afforded me.

“But I do think there will be
a certain feeling of, almost, loss
at going out of the office of pre-
sident because it has been a tre-
mendous experience to be at the
very heart of thiness and to be
responsible for, if I may sav so,
in some measure some of the
most dramatic changes in our
Asrcociation’s history.

“But in the matter of effort or
participation or sharing in the
running of the Association it’s all
a matter of degree. As long as
I'm in the world I'll be a G.AA.
man, and as long 25 I’'m able to
serve at any level, I will be pre-
pared to serve. I can never im-
agine myself feeling completely
divorced from the centre of
things having experienced it. And
even 1if as an elder statesman—
and I don’'t feel all that old—I
feel I have something to con-
tribute I will . . . and. of course,
given the opportunity I will be
very much back up to my head,
up to my ears, in my clup work



* Kk ok ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok X X X %k %k ok kK

> 4

*

2

- TOP TEN RATINGS -

..k

* % d *x *x *x X X X By OWEN McCANN * % % % % % ¥ XX X ¥

THlS month we break new ground by adding to the dimen-

sion of our popular Top Ten ratings, that long-running
feature that, it is now generally accepted, calculates in the
best possible way the stars of each year on consistent per-
formances, rather than on one or two spectacular games’late

in the season.

More space for the ratings,
more details on how the indivi-
dual points totals are assessed,
and a new look chart showing, in
addition to the usual monthly
ratings, the total number of
points gained by each player con-
cerned for the campaign so far.
These are some of the Innova-
tions that have been suggested
by many readers 1in recent
months and which will be incor-
porated in the feature from now
on.

And, we will welcome further
views from readers. So, if you
have not already written to us on
this subjeet, now is the time to
put pen to paper.

Meantime, on to this month’s
ratings, and one of the most im-
pressive displays in the period
under review was turned on by
Kevin Kilmurray in Offaly’s win
ovéer Galway 1in the National
Football League at Galway In
early March.

Understandably enough, Offaly
men are doing well. John Coo-
ney bagged 2-1 in the win over
Galway, and in the process he did

® Jim Treacy @ Sean Coo
(Kilkenny) (Offaly)

ney @ John O'Keeffe @ Frank Cummins

much to earn for himself an eight
points rating. This leaves the
clever Erin’s Rovers club man
just a single point behind Kil-
murray in the over-all table, as
he was another on the seven
mark last month. The All-
Ireland champions gain further
representation in the current Top
Ten through Mick Ryan.

Leading the challenge at the
top to the Offaly attackers are
Kerry and Combined Universities
star Paudie Lynch, and Con-
nacht’s Railway Cup team skip-
per Dermot Earley.

Lynch’s consistent football is
underlined by the fact that he
goes in at seven points for the
second month in succession. Ear-
ley, on eight points last month,
drops a little this time, but still
commands a good overall rating
at 14 credit marks.

In hurling, it 1s proving a fine
year for the back men. Seamus
Horgan was a bright star in goal
for Limerick in their early
March win over Cork in Cork,
and a week later he brought off
some superb saves in a polished

L
_ o
il ', gl

(Kerry) (Kilkenny)
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all round exhibition that did
much to power the Shannonsiders
to the National League semi-
finals at the expense of Wexford
at Enniscorthy.

Prominent for the second suc-
cessive month is Jim Treacy,
whose solidarity for Kilkenny
was a high-point of his team’s
League win over Clare in early
March, and who was also in
action with Leinster in the Rail-
way Cup. A tally of eight for
the second month in a row leaves
him sharing over-all leadership
in the code with Francis Lough-
nane (Tipperary).

In our new look chart, the
figure before each player’s name
indicates this month’s points
score, and that on the right the
total for the season so far, based
on the March and April charts.

FOOTBALL

9 K. Kilmurray (Offaly) ... 16
8 S. Cooney (Offaly) ......... 15
¥ P Lyiieh (REEY) s 14
7 J. O’Keeffe (Kerry) ...... 7
T M. Byan (OFaly) oo 7
7 M. Kearins (Sligo) ......... T
6 D. Earley (Roscommon) ... 14
6 L. Sammon (Galway) ... 13
6 C. McAlarney (Down) ... ©
6 J. Duggan (Galway) ...... 6
HURLING
9 §S. Horgan (Limerick) ...... 9
8 J. Treacy (Kilkenny) ...... 16
7 F. Loughnane (Tipperary) 16
7 P. Hartigan (Limerick) ... 7
7 R. Bennis (Limerick) ...... 7
7 E. Keher (Kilkenny) ...... 7
7 J. Walsh (Kildare) ......... ]
7 F. Cummins (Kilkenny) ... 7
6 T. Byrne (Wexford) ...... 6
6 S. Greene (Waterford) ... ©6



ULSTER VIEWPOINT

SPARE a thought for their supporters! That was my imme-

diate reaction when Derry once again clinched their
National League semi-final place after what was undoubtedly
another convincing gallop through Division 1B.

For the fourth successive year therefore, the Oak Leaf
county will be carrying the main Ulster hopes into the league
big time with, among its other incentives, those attractive
financial rewards which go with a ‘“top four” placing.

But will it be heart-break once
again or the final for the first
time? That’s the question which
is exercising the minds of every-
one connected with the Derry
cause and not least those loyal
supporters who need no remind-
ing at all about how many slips
there can be between the cup
and the lip.

In 1970 their favourites lost to
Mayo by a point; in 1971 it was
precisely the same story against
Kerry and the only difference
last yvear was that the Kingdom
increased the winning margin to
four points.

For good measure—if that be
the appropriate phrasing—throw
in the 1970 All-Ireland semi-final
beating—missed penalties and all
—by Kerry, and it’s not hard to
appreciate that Derry people feel
they are well overdue a break.

My voice was in the chorus
which cheered the Northerners
home against Kerry in that mem-
orable All-Ireland semi-final in
1958 and I had genuine sympathy
for them iIn their abortive at-
tempts fto capture the supreme
prize when taking on Dublin that
same year.

Apart from these performan-

ces, however, I have seldom been
satisfied with Derry’s showings
outside Ulster despite the {fact
that inside the Province they
have been, more often than not,
the equal of the best.

Someone has suggested that in
a computerised All-Ireland Derry
would take the title nine times
out of ten and there’s a great deal
of merit in the theory.

The county is steeped 1In a
proud tradition of loyalty to the
GAA; it has produced many of
the finest players the game has
seen; In recent seasons the side
seemed — and indeed were —
equipped with all the talents,
physically and technically. How-
ever, they remain our great en-
igma with that vital, indefinable
auality which measures the dif-
ference between national titles
and the consolation awards, seem-
ing always to desert them at the
moment of ftruth.

“If only the players have ab-
solute faith in themselves all will
be well,” I have written in many
a preview of a headquarters ap-
pearance by the Derrymen.
Today I would be inclined to
make the same forecast about
their 1973 league semi-final.
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By DAN McAREAVY

- THE DERRY ENIGMA

But that 1s an outsider’s view.
What is the position in the camp
itse!f as Derry once again pre-
pare for the rocky road to
Dublin?

Dedicated county secretary
Pat Mullan believes that this year
things will be different. “Pre-
viously far too much pressure
was put on the players,” said
Pat. “Too much emphasis was put
on the fact that reaching the
final could mean a difference of
several thousand pounds to the
county.

“Contrary to numerous rum-
ours and reports we are not in
dire financial straits although we
have the problems that all coun-
ties have to face.”

This year the team would go
to Croke Park not feeling that
they had to win to save Derry
from financial ruin but feeling,
instead, that they owed it to
themselves to win,

And the county secretary add-
ed: “There’s a much more re-
laxed air about the team now
and I think their performance in
that last game against Fermanagh
wags proof of that. Another advan-
tage this year is that most of
them are that bit more exper-
lenced and Croke Park itself is
nothing like as formidable a
proposition as it was before.”

Manager Harry Cassidy the
man who took over the job no-
body wanted two years ago and
has impressed friend and foe
alike with his sincerity and ded-



ication agreed that previous fail-
ures were due in large measure
to undue pressures,

“Goodness knows there 1s en-
ough pressure on the players out
there on the park without add-
itional strains,” he remarked.
“I'm happy with the way things
have gone. In our last 14 National
League games we have won 13
and lost one—that can’t be bad.”

I then turned to quite-spoken
chairman Patsy Breen — himself
a former Derry star—and 1t was
easy to detect the confidence
which he feels as leader of the
county.

“Derry have come through the
present League campaign in very
convincing style and are looking
forward to yet another encounter
in Croke Park,” Patsy told me.
“Our supporters have seen some
real honest home displays by the
team at Magherafelt and are pre-
paring for another enjovable
Croke Park weekend.

Despite defeat everyone was
well pleased with the display
against Kerry last year. We were
beaten narrowly and everyone
played to their full capability.
The fans got value for their
money.”’

In a tribute to Harry Cassidy,
the team manger, and Denis Mec-
Keever, the trainer, the county
chairman stressed how good a
job these officials had done in
whipping the players into shape.
“Both men seem to have imbued
their own fiery qualities into
their players and I am certainly
looking forward to a display at
Croke Park of this flair combined
with their abundance of avoir-
dupols and of course above all—
skill,” the county chairman added.

The county had suffered a tre-
mendous loss in Colm Mullen who
was seriously Injured coming
from the late Brendan Dolan’s
funeral, but Patsy Breen is con-
vinced that the team will play
harder now “if only for Colm’s
sake.”

Imagine the Kingfisher's sunlit plumage ablaze
with colour . . . the rainbow’s pastel glow . ... the
deep, enticing blue of far-off mountains . . . any
of the bright beautiful colours which bring the
world to fascinating life ! And remember, coming
to you in truly living colour, television today is an
entertainment medium unsurpassed. At RTV
we're proud to be the colour specialists. To have
the essential knowledge and long experience
which will open up for your whole family this
unequalled entertainment world. And to have the
super-efficient service network which ensures it

will stay open. £ .! .99

Rent 22" colour weekly
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By MICHAEL DOWLING

made as De La Salle has played

FE '
- ™~ B

@ Paud O’'Donoghue
of Kerry, former
pupil of De La

Salle.

DE LA SALLE
APPROPRIATE
SETTING FOR

CONGRESS °13

ATERFORD will be the
Mecca of the Gaels at
Easter, as the Annual G.A.A.
Congress will be held there, and
delegates from each of the thirty
two counties, as well as from
Britain and America will con-
verge on the Decies Capital on
Easter Saturday, April 21st,

Many will wonder why Water-
ford has been chosen as the venue
for Congress '73, as neighbouring
Cork was the ’72 venue, it would
seem that Waterford has jumped
the queue. The reason however
is that Central Council has in this
way paid a signal tribute to the
outgoing President Padraig O
Fainin, whose term of office will
end in his native Portlairge on
Easter Sunday — a very fitting
tribute indeed to a man who held
the office with great distinction.

As Pat Fanning vacates the
highest office in the Association,
it is opportune to mention other
Waterford men who have played
their part in making the G.A.A.
the great organisation that we
know to-day. I refer to Dan
Fraher, Liam Breathneach and
Vin O’'Donoghue, men who never

spared themselves in furthering
the aims of the Gaelic Athletic
Association.

The venue for Congress will
be De La Salle College, and no
better choice could have heen

PICTURE A
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no small part in fostering the
traditions of Gaelic culture
throughout the country.

More presidents of the G.A.A.
have come from the teaching pro-
fession than from any other walk
of life, and seven of those presi-
dents received their training as
teachers in De La Salle. Amongst
them were Sean McCarthy (1932-
35), Dan O’Rourke (1946-49),
Michael Kehoe (1949-52) and
Seamus Ryan (1967-70). So it can
be seen that De La Salle College
has earned an honoured place in
the annals of the Association.

The record of the college has
not been confined solely to ad-
ministration because the students
of the college formed their own
team and won the Waterford
County Senior title in hurling
and football : Senior Hurling
1913, 1914; Senior Football 1933,

34, 35, 36.
® TO PAGE 47

SEE PAGE 49
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The people at Allied Irish
are onyour side

Allied Irish Banks
the people who understand
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@® Siephen Greene, whose
scoring feats have been such
a big factor in Waterford's
unbeaten run in Division IB
Hurling
Stephen’s brother,
Jim, has also played a lead-
ing part in the county's re-

of the National
League.

surgence.

L

How far can
Waterford
hurlers go?

UCH has been written recently about B
Waterford’s improvement in hurling. A y

certain amount of it must be called over-
statement, because, though the county team

ROGER

has shown remarkable interest and great de-

termination in reaching the top Section of
Division I in the National Hurling League,

0'MAHONY

they are far from a complete team ready to
trade strokes with Kilkenny or Tipperary or
Cork in their best championship form.

Having watched some of Water-
ford’s recent games, one cannot
but be impressed with many of
their competitive qualities. They
never give in, that 1s clear
enough, and some of their best
spirit was shown in a game they
did not even win, against Dublin,
It seemed as though Dublin sur-
prised them with their fitness
and willingness to fight all the

way. Yet, having been caught on
the wrong foot, the young Water-
ford team gave an encouraging
display of grit in forcing them-
selves back into form and press-
ing on for a draw,

More interesting, at the mom-
ent, since the team ‘has not
reached its potential yet, and
since it is difficult to say what
level they will eventually reach,
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is to have a look at some of the
players who must be largely un-
known to many hurling followers.

Blood is certainly thicker than
water in the Decies county: John
Kirwan, long-established as a
hurler of real quality and now
the senior member of the
county side, is now joined by his
brother Martin who spent some
time across-Channe]l and was the
pillar of the London team in two
All-Ireland semi-finals.

Captain of the team, and of
Cnoc Sion, the county champions,
is Jim Greene, centre-half back
for most of the League but re-
cently switched to centre-forward
in an effort to find an even
better blend, is accompanied on
the team by his brother Stephen,
this year a Munster Rallway ‘Cup
player and a highly dangerous
poacher of goals from corner-
forward.

Both boys are nephews of one
of the original ‘“‘greats” of Water-
ford who played in their first
All-Ireland team — the one that
lost the 1938 final.

Captain of that 1938 side and
right-half back on the side that
won the county’s first title ten
years later in 1948, was the im-
mortal Mick Hickey, His son
Martin is now one of the most
dependable members of this pre-
sent side, a player of fire and
daring, skill and speed who often
falls in to fill problem positions
in rescue operations.

Another son of a 1948 man
reigns in midfield in the present
side: John Galvin, son of Billy,
and nephew of the other bro-
thers in a great hurling family of
the forties. John played minor
and senior with Waterford last
year and, at nineteen, seems the
best young prospect that we have
seen in recent years,

One thing about him is his old-
fashioned style of play — honest,

@ TO PAGE 15
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For a lot of reasons which we can’tgo into
here, we've come to be known as the car-
ferry people. And, to a large extent that's
exactly what we are.

But we carry another very important
commodity apart from cars. That commodity
is called people.

Passengers.

Holiday passengers. Day and week-end
excursion passengers. And passengers
(otherwise known as ‘the lads’) on their way
to a football or rugby match.

Foot passengers.

The pedestrian
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People who prefer to travel without a car.
People who want to travel via Dublin to
Liverpool or Cork to Swansea. City to city
with excellent rail connections. No messing
around — and maybe a little fun in between.

There are many sailings to choose from.
And there are fast linking rail services to and
from all major cities and towns in Britain.
With coaches to take you between rail
terminals and B and | Ferryports.

Our ferries are modern and spacious, with
just about every facility you can think of —
and a few more. you can't. They're fast,

crossing
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Now send for our free brochure

| want to know more about the B and | Pedestrian Crossing

sailing times and fares.

Please send me:
[] B and | colour brochure [__] European brochure
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TO: B+I Line, 16 Westmoreland Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 778271
OR:8 Bridge Street, Cork. Telephone: 23258/9 & 23250,
H = B B = EE =
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efficient and reliable. And the round-trip fare
wouldn’t break anybody’s bank !

Something more. You can also book
through B and | to the Continent. To Norway.
Sweden. Denmark. Finland. Germany. Hol-
land. Belgium. France. And Spain.-You can
go with or without your car. And you get
special through rates into the bargain.

Taking a B and | Line is just as easy as
crossing the road: Call and see your Travel
Agent for details or fill in the coupon.

Make a B+l line for Britain
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straightforward, strong, overhead
power being a notable mark of
his play in an age when most
youngsters find the overhead ball
an embarrassment,

Young Galvin hurls the over-
head game in midfield with great
power, and even when he cannot
win the pull, the power of his
swing makes sure that the op-
ponent gets no advantage, He is
an excitingly developing hurler
of whom we must hear a lot
more.

Partnering Galvin one finds
Andy Heffernan usually, though
a recent finger injury has laid
him off temporarily, Another
player with a background tradi-
tion: uncle Jimmy was a great
Kilkenny player of 1947 vintage;
and another had the unique dis-
tinction of playing with Kilkenny,
Waterford and Wexford, and re-
presenting both Munster and
Leinster. Young Andy has prob-
ably improved more during the
past year than any of Waterford’s
youngsters and now is a complete
midfield player.

[t gives much pleasure to sup-
porters of the game to see Paddy
Coady and Sonny Walsh in such
rejuvenated form in the full-back
line; and to see the splendid
loyalty of Mick Foley, now willing
to act as a stand-by goalie even
though he was himself considered
among the two or three best in
the country a few years ago.

Gritty, tight-marking Davy Dug-
gan has built a big reputation
over the persons of some of the
best forwards in the game who
have been unable to get an inch
or a score off him. And, of course,
he has been the fill-in choice at
half-back for the All-Stars,

Finally, strong and forthright
young lads like Shamey Hannon
and Liam Canning, Martin Geary
and Pat McGrath make this a
team with prospects. But, just
how far they can go remains to
be seen,

* AWV

FIXTURES WANTED

’IJHE Erin’s Own club in Water-

ford is almost 50 years old,
and last year gained an out-
standing distinction by winning
the Club of the Year award in
the county. Congratulations,

Erin’s Own/! ;
#
This club fields teams in all

grades in hurling, and in all the
grades of football, other than
senior.

Michael Dowling is the club
secretary and he tells us that
Erin’s Own would be delighted
to arrange matches with clubs
from outside Waterford. Write
to him at “Fanagown”, 212
Lismore Park, Waterford.

VAW

And, from one of the oldest
clubs to one of the youngest.
The Kilmore club was launched
less than three years ago to cater
for hurling and football from
under-11 years up to minor in
the newly-growing

areas of

AVAVATAVL LY

Artane and Coolock on Dublin
City’s Northside.

Already teams from the club
have visited Limerick, Cork,
Wicklow and Wexford, and offi-
cials are now busy arranging

fixtures for 1973.
Club secretary Eddie McCann

would welcome enquiries at 56
Ardlea Road, Artane, Dublin

D
How about your club? Now

is the time to make plans for the
bricht days ahead. Why not avail
of Fixtures Wanted to let clubs
throughout the country know of
the type of games you are anx-
ious to arrange?

We will publish your request
free of charge. But please write
now if you wish fo have your
club in the spotlight next month.
The address is:

Fixtures Wanted, “Gaelic
Sport,” 80 Upper Drumcondra
Road, Dublin 9.

LEOPARDSTOWN

RACE

CLUB

For Wedding Receptions, Banquets or Functions
and the best in Racing
R

Forthcoming 'Meetings :

APRIL — Wednesday 11th
MAY — Saturday 5th and Monday 7th
JUNE — Saturday 2nd and Monday 4th

+ S 4+ > 2

Be on the right track —
LEOPARDSTOWN
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A sign of
good business

Millions of motorists everywhere in the
world are familiar with the friendly Esso oval.
To them it stands for something more
than petrol, oils and lubricants. It
stands for a company
yYOou can trust.
And in business
that’s a priceless asset.
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T Waterford this month the

delegates will gather for what
is, in effect, the fourth G.A.A.
Congress In twelve months. We
had the annual Congress proper
at Cork last Easter. Then the
delegations gathered again at
Aras na Filanna in Dublin for a
Special Congress to deal with the
Recommendations of the Special
Commission.

They failed to get through this
mammoth task in a day and a
half, and had to come back to the
same setting early 1n January to
try and finish the job. Well they
finished the job all right, but
what exactly they decided I doubt
if even the delegates themselves
could spell out for you. So now
it must be natural to ask, is this
current Easter 'Congress really
necessary ?

My answer is simple—of course
it is. This is the annual Congress,
the yearly stock-taking by the en-
tire Association. It is as different
from the special Congresses as
chalk is from cheese.

This 1s the time when delegates
can query everything that has
happened since last Easter, and
an awful lot has happened since
then.

The delegates are also entitled
to query decisions taken by the
Special <Congresses, and alter
them if they can mount a suffi-
cient majority to do so. It will be
a difficult Congress this time in
some respects, because the dele-
gates will be caught mid-way be-
tween the old Official Guide and
the new Guide and Rule-Book
that will have to be re-written

more committees, please!

with all those approved Recom-
mendations of the Commission
included. 4

Since so many of the Recomm-
endations seemed to me to have
been accepted en bloec without
having been fully worked out, I
have a feeling that quite a num-
ber of delegates are going to
have a few surprises in store for
them when they see exactly what
their decisions at Aras na Fianna
entail.

But, for heaven’s sake, dele-
gates, whatever you do in Water-
ford don’'t set up any more
Committees! The Special Con-
gress agreed to set up so many
Committees at so many levels
that, if we continue at this rate,
we will have to call another
Special Congress to set up a
Special Committee to try and
work out how many Committees
we have elected already.

But the Annual Congress is
still the most important event in
the entire Gaelic Year, and the
delegates must always remember
that they are the supreme power
in the Association,

It is they who delegate
authority to the Management
Committee, and the Central Coun-
cil, and of course fo the Officers
of the Association, to run the
G.A.A. in their name from Con-
gress to Congress.

And 1f T were a delegate to the
Waterford Congress, what I would
really go in quest of is informa-
tion and clarification. I would
want to know when those Acti-
vitieg Committees, and Youth
Committees and all the rest of
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the Committees, at all levels, are
going to be in action, and who 1s
going to service them all, and
exactly what their powers are
going to be?

Because it seems fo me that
the decisions of the Special Con-
gress got off to a mighty bad
start when at the first crux that
arose there was a disagreement
as to whether the Management
Committee or the Central Council
was the final power on certain
maftters.

We need to get all such dis-
crepancles clearly defined here
and now, and Annual Congress 18
the final authority and the final
Court of Appeal on all such prob-
lems. So clarification may well be
the key-note. Otherwise we will
all get bogged down 1n a Succes-
sion of fruitless arguments, But
this time, of course Congress
will also have another most 1m-
portant duty to fulfil.

The delegates will have to elect
a President, and one does mnot
envy the man who will have .to
succeed Pat Fanning, who,
through the past three years, has
proved time and again, that he
can rank with the greatest of
those who have held before him
the highest office within the gift
of the members of the Assocla-
tion.

Come another day, I will, please
God, try to summarise what the
man from Mount Sion has
achieved during his years in the
Presidency, but now, when Con-
gress is gathering to nominate

® TO PAGE 18



Gotaparty travel problem?
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CIE hasthe answer

CIE really can take care of your group travel
requirements better than anyone—they've got the back
up organisation and the facilities.

- And CIE will take on any problem, social evenin
including dinner-dances, theatre, evening, full-day an
afternoon outings. Ladies’ clubs, youth-clubs, pilgrimage
organisers, and all social groups. No organisation worries.
( So if you're thi sec:l;etar}i of g ch:ib or gn association

or just someone who’s been lumbered with party
arrangements), you couldn’t do better than “"
contact CIE-the answer to party travel prob!ems.‘ CIE

as’
P R L 0 R

To CIE—Tours Department, 35 Lr, Abbey St., Dublin 1.
Please send full detalls to: .

l B A g i =
. CLUB/SOCIETY, .

l ADDRESS
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his successor, is not the ideal
time to sing Pat Fanning’s praises,

Neither is this the time nor the
place to speculate about his pos-
sible successor. Suffice to say
that all the men who have been
nominated are true Presidential
material, irrespective of Province
or County, all of them men who
down the years have proved their
dedication to the games, to the
Assoclation and to the ideals for
which it stands.

So much for the serious busi-
ness of Congress, but Congress-
time 1s also a joyous woccasion
when old friends foregather and
new friendships are established.

Even in the years when Con-
gress was held in Dublin, the
social side was mnot entirely
neglected, even if it meant that
harassed County Secretaries,
when an Important vote was at
hand, might have to go haring
from the Aberdeen Hall in the
Gresham to round up some of
their delegates from what was
then Tommy Moore’s in Cathedral
Street,

But since the Congress has
started to move round the coun-
try at Easter time, the social side
has become organised and makes
the entire event far and away
more enjoyable and more memor-
able. Galway set the pattern three
years ago. Belfast defied almost
impossible difficulties to make
the 1971 week-end entirely mem-
orable, while, not to be outdone,
the welcome and hospitality in
Cork last Easter had to be experi-
enced to be believed.

What is more, the general de-
velopment of the social side has
meant that delegates now tend
to bring their women-folk and the
result has been to brighten the
entire occasion, and to soften the
relatively few controversies.

And one warning to Waterford.
They have their work cut out for
them to equal the standards set
by Galway, Belfast and Cork.



By EAMONN YOUNG

Glamour of

soccery
will fade

IS there a danger that young
players will lose interest be-
cause of Cork’s lack of success
at senior level and switch to
soccer? That's what the man

asked me.

Of course there is. In fact some
of them have already switched to
soccer. And I hope some of them
will stay there. Soccer is a good
game but it hasn’t done much
for us. Apart from the delight-
fully affectionate kissing of the
scorer and the clenched fist
salute when the score is made,
it gave our players some ideas
which will take us years to
change. Like playing around with
the ball just to make it look good
and comparing goalkeeping of a
twenty-four foot line with one
three feet shorter which can be
assailed by hungry forwards. Yes
soccer is a good game but some
day the boys will have to take
time off to see what the differ-
ences are between it and Gaelic
football. I like the skill of soccer
but give me any day the virilty
of rugby.

The soccer glamour for Gaelic
players will soon fade and men
are already being asked fo name
their priorities anyhow,

The day is already gone when
club leaders are going to be sat-

isfied with the eager chap who
plays hard rugby or skilful soc-
cer on the Saturday and pulls
on the Gaelic games sweater on
the Sunday. It isn’t fair to any-
one. And it’s twenty years ago
since a relation of mine who was
a very good performer was drop-
ped off a rughy team because he
insisted on defending his boxing
championship on the night be-
fore. Hard to blame him, or them.
But priority there must be.

Cork city never played Gaelic
football very seriously. There was
a county final once between
the Rockies and Barrs on a cold
November afternoon. The crowd
had gathered and it was going
to be a great match. The curtain-
raiser saw two junior football
teams in action mainly because
the boys wanted to see the hur-
ling game. It was cold and wet,
A footballer kicked a free wide;
another fella had his name taken
for pretending to fight; a big fat
fella fell on the ground winded
and the ambulance man attended
to him (it being the days of the
two-minute stoppage).

The shawlie (they're gone, God
help us) had sold her fruit and
chocolate. Weary and bored she
sat on the timber seat looking
with baleful eye at the jamboree
on the field. Then another fella
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kicked the ball into the river.
She looked around at the crowd,
swung the shawl across her
ample bosom and said, “Ah for
de luvva God, turn ’em in outa
dat and lave out de Rockies.”
And only a year ago I heard a
Barrs supporter who arrived for
a hurling game looking at the
curtain-raiser in which his club’s
intermediate team was playing
football.

“Oh God,” he says, “look at
Tom Kirby an’ all in dere at
dat ting.” So if half Cork city
turn to soccer so what, The coun-
try style is the Gaelic football
we want, and the city men who
play that style won’t be content
with soccer anyhow.

As for success, which is so im-
portant, the public have been
waiting so long they will pro-
bably wait a bit longer. The wait
wor’t be quite so long if we stop
telling the players how good
they are and how many dual All-
Irelands we are going to win in
the next ten years. Already I'm
glad to say there are signs of
sanity returning. The seeds of
common-sense may eventually
grow provided they are watered
consistently by shrewdness, hum-
ility, dedication and good mana-
gement. It takes a great pair of
legs to carry a big head.

I wish Cork people would shut
up about winning football All-
Irelands. Anyone with a brain as
big as a caraway seed knows that
it takes ability, hard slogging
and hard work and luck. If Cork-
men provide all this in time a
championship will come . . .
maybe ten years . .. maybe five.
In the meantime you just keep
working away at it, using your
head and steeling a heart against
inevitable disappointments. Let
those who cannot measure up g0
to soccer—or to blazes. We're
better off without them.




Player-Wills, too
arekeensupporters.

.

But in the exciting world of Gaelic
sport Player-Wills are more than
just spectators. Over the years
they have played an active part in
the fostering of our national
games . . . By the donation of
trophies for competitions throughout
the country. By the sponsoring of
films and books on football, hurling and
famous G.A.A. stars. And by contributing
to many other Gaelic sporting and cultural
activities. Today, Player-Wills join with
the many thousands of keen supporters

who look forward to more thrilling chapters
In the annals of Gaelic sport during the
years ahead.

Player-Wills
PWI/28a
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Knocking around
the provinces

with Neil McCavana

LAYERS wash after ‘mud-bath’,” was the heading 'nver

the front page picture in “The Clare Champion” that at
first glance I thought was a throw-back to the “bad old days”
when our fathers togged out beside the ditch. The picture
showed a group of players washing mud off their legs at a

street pump.

But the piece under the
photograph quickly left no doubt
that this was a right up-to-the-
minute scene. It was captured in
Miltown Malbay the previous
Sunday after a National Footbail
League game between Clare and
Wicklow, and the pilecture was
taken approximately 100 yards
from the G.A.A. pitch.

“The Clare Champion”
went on:

“Wicklow players were seen
washing themselves in a pool of
water in a field adjacent to the
pitch.

“Is 1t any wonder that many
of the youth in the country to-
day are not playing our Gaelic
games but furning to rughy and
soccer where they will hLave
proper facilities ? It is high time
that the G.A.A. provided proper
facilities for its players in the
line of dressingrooms and
showers. Lest anyone think that
this is directed at the Miltown
Malbay G.A.A. Club let me has-
ten to point out that this is the
situation at most of the G.A.A.
pitches in the county at the mom-
ent. In West Clare there is but
one field, Doonbeg, which is ade-
quately equipped with dressing-
rooms and showers. Every

plece

G.A.A. pitch 1n the country
should have these facilities and
unless something is done about
this in the very near future, then
the number of young people play-
ing Gaelic games will get smaller
and smaller.

“Club officials will say that it
is almost 1impossible to raise
money to have these amenities.
There are grants available from
the Co. Board and from the Mun-
ster and Central Councils for the
provision of these amenities and
the remainder of the money can
be raised if the G.A.A. is inter-
ested in having these amenities.
Sooner or later players will re-
fuse to play in these conditions,
so it 1s in the G.A.A.’s own inter-
est to provide these. So how
about it Clare? By this time
next year every pitch in the
county should have these ameni-
ties or be on its way at least to
having them.”

HOTCH-POTCH TEAM

After that I can’t help wonder-
ing yet again if the G.A.A. has
its priorities right money-wise.
Take the hurling revival. There
iIs no keener lover of the game
than me, but I still wonder if the
Association is not throwing good
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@ Scamus
Flood . . .
a fine
Cavan
goalkeeper
of the
not-too-distant
past {(See
“Cavan’s
Decline”
next page).

money after bad in sponsoring
some hurling fixtures. Take, for
example, a National League Div-
ision II tie in which Meath beat
Louth by 813 to 0-2 at Knock-
bridge earlier this year,

“Ferdia” in ‘“The
wrote :

“For the handful of Louth sup-
porters present, this was more
of a penitential exercise than
anything else, and the same in-
deed must have been the case for
the officials and the hotch-potch
team which was eventually
fielded several minutes after the
official starting time.”

He went on to report that no
fewer than seven of the selected

@® TO PAGE 23
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Power Brings
Prosperity and
Progress

TR e L AT

Electricity is the life line of all development.
We need it in our factories to power our
machines and keep people at work. We need
it in our hospitals and institutions and to main-
tain our essential services. And, of course, we
need it in our homes to provide light, heat and
power for the countless tasks of everyday living.
In bringing electricity to the towns and rural
areas throughout the country the ESB has
invested more than £300 million, built twenty-
eight generating stations and employs over
11,000 people. As we take our place in the
European Economic Community the Board will
ensure that sufficient power is available to
secure further progress and prosperity for the
people of Ireland.
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side were missing for a variety of
reasons, that the 14-man feam in
operation in the opening half in-
cluded a selector, and that an-
other official brought the team
up to strength numerically speak-
ing for the second half.

“But by then of course, this
was no longer a contest in the
accepted sense of the word.

“One could in fact say that it
was just a question of playing
out another 30 minutes in con-
formity with the regulations.
Meath, with the wind at their
backs, added 5-8, but, one felt
that had they been pushed, they
might well have doubled that
figure.”

Further on in his report “Fer-
dia” said: ‘“At last week’s Co.
Board meeting there was quite a
lot said about the declining stan-
dards of Louth hurling, and it
any lingering doubts remained 45
to the actual position, then Sun-
day’s debacle must be accepted
as conclusive evidence.”

One wonders what was the
entire cost of that “debacle”
And, what useful purpose, if any,
it served in the interests of hur-
ling.

CAVAN'’S DECLINE

Over now to the decline of
once so mighty Cavan as a foot-
ball power. The county has a
new team manager, Fr. Benny
Maguire, who trained the St.
Patrick’s side that brought the
All-Ireland Colleges’ Senior Foot-
ball Championship to Cavan last
year for the first time.

I take the following extrac’s
from Sports Page Arena in “The
Anglo-Celt” :

“The whole question of train-
ing and preparation will be taken
up by the new team manager, Fr.
Benny Maguire, and he has put
it on record that he and his assis-
tant managers will stick strictly
to a prepared programme of
training. If this is not accept-
able to any of the players, Fr.
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Ireland semi-final of 1955. Kerry's full-forward, Mick Murphy, shoots
for goal.

Maguire has made 1t perfectly
clear that reputations will count
for little. If co-operation is not
forthcoming from the players and
the officials, he will give up the
post.

“If past experiences are any
criterion, many will not envy FTr.
Maguire’s task. In an interview
during the week he spelled out
clearly his intentions, but he
prefaced that by making it clear
that his success depended on full
co-operation, It is essential in
any organisation that to be suc-
cessful everyone must share the
determination. It would be fair
to say that Fr. Maguire’s task
with the under-21 and senior
teams will be fully undertaken
without fear, or favour, and no
player, he contends, will be im-
mune from censure for either ofi-
the-field conduct or loss of form
in the team.”

I seem to be preoccuplied with
financial matters this month. I'm
concluding now in this vein with
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come points from Gaelic Survey
by “Deiseach” in the Waterford
News and Star. From that feat-
ure I learn that Most Rev. Dr.
Russell, D.D., Bishop of Water-
ford and Lismore, and Patron of
the Association in the Decies.
has invested in the G.A.A. Club
Development scheéme.

“Perhaps,” wrote ‘Deiseach,”
“Dr. Russell’s very practical and
very appreciated recognition of
the importance of the scheme
will stir clubs and individuals
throughout the country to simi-
lar action. This great scheme has
already brought about a drastic
transformation in the develop-
ment of facilities within the
G.A.A. £300,000 has been sub-
scribed and development pro-
jects in all parts of the country
has been assisted. The success of
the scheme has been fantasfic
and has provided dramatic evi-
dence of the ability of the G.A A.
to attract financial support on a
massive scale.”




Your

grandstand
seat

Throughout the year the Outside Broadcast
.+ Unit of RTE is out and about covering every
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it aspect of Gaelic Sport.
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Jay Drennan outlines:

THE QUALITIES

NEEDED IN
THE NEW BOSS .

WHAT of the next Presi-

dent of Cumann Luth-
chleas Gael, what manner of
man should he be—and we
say “man’’ because, as yet,
it would appear that no lady
candidate is even beginning
to make a serious challenge,
or even give the position ser-
ious thought.

To begin with, and as some-
thing of a portmanteaux descrip-
tion that covers most of the re-
quirements, he should be one of
those men who immediately
create an 1mpulse in one to say:
“He should have his head exam-
ined.” For to the ordinary fellow
like myself, nothing in the world
seems so unreasonably demand-
ing of the energies of the body
and soul as the position of Presi-
dent of the G.A.A. And all has to
be given voluntarily, while at the
same time earning one’s daily
bread by whatever sweat is left
to drip from one’s brow.

As 1 said, he should be such a
one as moves us to say: “He
should have his head examined.”
If 1t 1s found sound and solidly
based on material matters, with
a healthy concession to self in
all monetary matters and those
which concern time and effort,
then he 1s simply not the man.
He may have some pushing ambi-
tion that urges him to drive for

the position of highest attain-
ment, but it is only for his own
good.

- There are fewer and fewer of
the “fools” of the world left,
these days. Those who put other
things before self at some time
or other. Those who can find it
in them to devote time and
energy and a  considerable
amount of their personal oppor-
tunity to acquire wealth to the
service of some ideal—whether
of the spiritual or the human
order. Yet, such a one is what we
must have in the G.A.A., and
more especlally now after the
standards set by Padraig O
Fainin.

It would be a great advantage
—Indeed, perhaps, a prerequisite
—that he be a man of robust and
vigorous physical condition He
will have to undergo a physical
strain in the term of office which
1S no small consideration in its
undertaking. It would be won-
derful if he were possessed of
some of that super-dynamic en-
ergy which was such a character-
istic of O Fainin—but everyone
1S not gifted with that bounce
and unquenchable fire.

Granted the adequacy of the
physical equipment, we come to
the qualities which the new man
would require to work within
that physical mould. It is easiest
to say that he would require a
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mental energy equal to his physi-
cal. Quick, untiring and consis-
tent: always willing to weigh and
never to rush headlong. Always
he must be confident in his abil-
ity to take the front position for
the Association; he must be
ready at the drop of a hat to
make the right kind of convine-
ing statement to press or televi-
sion—for one never knows when
a major matter suddenly comes
within the Association’s orbit. It
could be a national matter, a
question of Association prin-
ciple, a matter of grave Associa-
tion business.

He must never be found want-
ing when he should speak: this
is the age of instant communica-
tion and we must not miss the
opportunity, nor must we be
found to fear to grasp it.

Pushed constantly into corners
and always harried on matters of
Association policy and attitude,
he must, above all, have the most
complete appreciation of his own
personal views of the G.A.A. and
its role. Whatever of the ques-
tion of differing in details with
even a majority of the members,
it is far worse for the President
to appear to have no particular
convictions one way or the other
on questions of major import
even outside the strict realm of
the games’ playing Association.

@ TO PAGE 48
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NO NEED
FOR PANIC

A twelve-point hiding by Lime-
rick; we got two points off
play and the game was over 1n
the first quarter. We have been
hammered by Tipp., beaten by
Clare and scraped through
against Offaly — at home. Some
people are wondering 1is this
Cork. Is this the bunch that lost
a dazzling All-Ireland?

Yes 1t 1s the same bunch and
apart from the fact that I was
about the only one who didn’t
light candles at the shrine of the
1972 Cork team let me say that
fundamentally the same bunch is
avallable again.

This time twelve months they
were coming back from the mor-
ass of defeat just which they are
in to-day: People then told them
they could afford to let the other
fellas off and still catch up.
The people were right or near it
insofar as this bunch won the
league and went a long way in
the championship, What is the
position to-day?

They are lower in the com-
petitive scale and there is no
chance of a League come-back.
All that is left is the champion-
ship, And they have been beat-
en by Tipp., Limerick and Clare.
Dosen’t sound so well does it
apart from the fact that Wex-
ford who couldn’t win a Leinster
title last year beat Cork well at
home,

So 1t 1s like this: Cork are
away down as competitiors and
yet they have the same men and
a few to replace anyone who
doesn’t measure up. The obvious
thing to say then 1s: get these
chaps into shape and surely they

will be as good as last year any-

‘way, though that wasn’t quite

good enough.

So if the answer lies “in pre-
paration and management we
must turn to the men in charge.
There’s Willie John Daly train-
ing them and I make no secret of
the fact that he was one of my
all-time favourites as a hurler.
Full of guts and spirit, this fellow
could hurl also and he trained
like a deer, going to bed very
early, practising his hurling
skills at all sorts of odd hours
and running in the morning if he
felt that was necessary,

Then there’s a selection Com-
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By
EAMONN YOUNG

mittee of Fr. Bertie Troy,
Paddy Cooney, both of whom
were also there last year, the
new secretary, Jack Barrett, the
county chairman who played a lot
of hurling and Christy Ring who
is more or less in the same boat.
Helped by Willie John Daly if
these men can’t get a lot out of
a side I'm not a scribbler of op-
timistic lines.

The facts are that of last
year’s beaten team there are left
Pat Barry, Tony Maher, Brian
Murphy, Frank Norberg, Con
Roche, Denis Coughlan, Gerald
McCarthy, Mick Malone, Charlie

® TO PAGE 48

SEE PAGE 49
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WAS not really surprised to find the Tyrone teenager,
Frank McGuigan, figuring prominently in the popular
“Gaelic Sport” Top Ten feature last month. I saw him in
action last year in both the minor and senior inter-county
championships, and he impressed me as no budding starlet

has in years.

All the same, it is a tremen-
dous achievement for one so
young to gain such a high vote
from the GAELIC SPORT panel
— he was placed out on his own
ahead of the field in football, in
fact, with a rating of nine points.
But it is a well-deserved honour,
because young MecGuigan was
very prominent in the march that
has brought Tyrone through to
the Division II semi-finals this
month, and back into the premier
division for next season.

Frank is a vital reason why I
am looking forward with more
than the ysual interest to the
Division II semi-finals. It wil] be
good to see the young Tyrone
midfielder in action again, and
other players I shall be keeping
a keen eye on are Sean Kearney
(Tipperary) and Peter Clarke
(Wicklow).

But back to McGuigan. Many,

of course, will argue that young
players should not be rushed, but
there are always outstanding ex-
ceptions to every rule, and this
Ardboe player, who was only 18
last November, is just that.

He has a tremendous potential
for the future. His fielding is
superb, he is mobile, and his

chtest

tracted my attention as a mid-
fielder with the Tyrone minors in
1971, during which he won an
Ulster medal, and was on duty in
the unsuccessful outing againsi
Mayo in an All-Ireland semi-
final.

However, last year was a truly
memorable one for MecGuigan.
He captained the talented squad
that retained the Ulster mincr
title, and following his under-18
medal win he went in as a svb-
stitute during the senior decider
with Donegal.

He had played senior inter-
county championship football be-

By OWEN McCANN

kicking is long and well-directed.
Furthermore, Frank has also dis-
played a refreshing willingness
in every grade to give 100 per
cent in every match.

The young Ulster man has al-
ready packed a tremendous
amount of football into his short
inter-county career. He first at-

fore that limited appearance
against Donegal, though. In fact,
he was a hero for Tyrone in
their shock semi-final win over
Derry.

Frank collected his second
Ulster medal of the year with the
under-21 side, and it was not his
fault that Tyrone failed to take
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the All-Ireland minor title

against Cork in the decider.

Since then he has been one of
the brightest stars of the senior
scene in the North. Not only has
he been turning on the style with
his county team, but he fully jus-
tified the faith the Ulster selec-
tors placed in him with a fine dis-
play at centre field in the pro-
vince’s Railway Cup quarter-
final tie with the Combined
Universities in Cavan last Jan-

uary.

The history of football in stud-
ded with tales of bright young
stars who blossomed and bloom-
ed brightly for a time, and then
faded into the shadows. Frank

McGuigan, however, has

much natural talent and genuine
class for him to join that com-

pany.

His achievements, in fact, re-
mind me very much of the early
days of that brilliant Roscom-
mon centre field man Dermot
Earley. In one memorable cam-
paign in the mid-'Sixties, he im-
pressively marched through the
various grades from minor right
up to Railway Cup competition

in the same season.

® Frank McGuigan

That proved a splendid over-
ture to enduring greatness for
Earley. I have no doubt that in
the vears to come we will also
be able to record the same about
the achievements during 1972
and early 1973 of cool and talen-
ted Frank McGuigan.

And, what of Sean Kearney?
Well, an important fact that ap-
pears to have gone virtually un-
noticed is that this Tipperary
football finisher is showing the
recognised leading marksmen a
thing or two these days in the
vitally important matter of out-
gunning goalkeepers.

Kearney had a field day
against Carlow 1n the National
League tie last December when
he bagged 4-1—one of the best
individual totals in the current
National Football League. Then,
in January in a challenge with
Kerry at Tralee he twice found
his way through to the net, and
in February he rewarded the
Munster selectors for promoting
him from the reserves for the
semi-final with Connacht at Ros-
common by shooting a further
brace of goals.

In fact, in six games immedia-

St R
e e
i

tely prior to press time, the Tip-
perary forward hit no fewer
than ten goals. And, that’s some
going, especially when we con-
sider that the goal record for a
full year’s programme stands at
17 to the credit of Willie McGee
(Mayo)—and he took no fewer
than 27 games to put up that
high-point,

Clarke will be a key figure for
Wicklow in their novel Division
II semi-final with Tyrone. He is
another forward showing a nice
line of work in the firing line.

In six appearances with this
fast-improving Wicklow outfit,
Peter has helped himself to.an
impressive score of 3-17 (26
points), which works out at 4.33
points a game, and marks him
out as a danger to the Ulster

side.

So, while the Division I boys
will grab most of the League
spotlight in this month’s semi-
finals, McGuigan, Kearney and
Clarke are just three talented
players who can do much to en-
sure that the Division II battles
also provide much to enthuse

gver.
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Birth of the G.A.A.—9

Cusack was the
master builder

By Seamus O Ceallaigh

ON Easter Sunday the rules
of the G.A.A. ordain that
we part with another Presi-
dent and elect a new man to
take over the leadership of
our Association. Pat Fan-
ning, like many of his pre-
decessors, has found his own
niche in the annals of the
Association, and only time
can really evaluate his great
work .

The G.A.A. could never have
grown to the stature it did but for
the grand service it got from its
builders, the men who laboured
unselfishly to put the Associat-
ion on the sound foundation
which made all subsequent prog-
ress possible,

First to bring the founding of
a national athletic association to
a practical stage was Michael
Cusack “the schoolmaster from
Clare”, a great bulky figure of a
man with his glowing bearded
face, his fine head and large
shining eyes. Cusack saw the nec-
essity for such an association,
and it was his driving power and
personality which was mainly be-
hind the initial efforts to launch
the G.A.A., backed of course, by
the Supreme Council of the
I.R.B., who, however, remained
completely behind the scenes—
so much so that even Cusack was
not completely aware of the in-
fluence they wielded towards es-
tablishing the G.A.A.

The first big move regarding

its establishment was made at
Loughrea on 15th August, 1883
when a deputation, which includ-
ed Cusack, visited Most Rev.
Patrick Duggan, D.D., Bishop of
Clonfert, who gave his blessing
and every encouragement to the
project and suggested that Most
Rev. Thomas W. Croke, D.D,
Archbishop of Cashel, be app-
roached and asked to act as Pat-
ron.

A fortunate circumstance for
the G.A.A. was the manner 1n
which Maurice Davin became in-
terested, resulting in his decision
to throw in his lot with the Assoc-
jation. In addition to ranking
amongst the world’s best athlet-

- es at the period, the Davins were

very popular figures, and Maur-
ice, who was first President of
the G.A.A. attracted to that body
some of the country’s best ath-
letes, who might otherwise have
remained aloof — or worse still
have given their support to the
rival organisation set up with the
avowed intention of smashing the
G.A.A.

Most Rev. Dr. Croke was every-
thing a patron should be—and
much more as far as the G.A.A.
was concerned. As a youth he
was deeply impressed by the prin-
ciples of the Young Irelanders,
and in his more mature manhood
he worked earnestly for the re-
establishment of our native Parl-
iament. He was quick to support
the G.A.A.—his famous letter of
18th December, 1884 being one
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@® Michael Cusack

of the most important factors in
developing the infant organisat-
ion. From that moment he lost
no opportunity of propagating the
Association, defending its aims
and objects, composing its diff-
erences, presenting it with cups
for a competition, and identifying
himself with it in every possible
way.

Another of the Patrons, Mich-
ael Davitt, took a very active in-
terest in the Association, and was
one of the prime movers in the
American “Invasion” of 1888, in
connection with which he advan-
ced £400 (a very large sum then)
to pay the expenses of the teams.
Later, he refused to accept a re-
fund stating that the money had
been paid for a good national
purpose.

Belfast born John McKay, then
resident in Cork, acted jointly
with Michael Cusack, as Honor-
ary Secretary of the G.A.A. dur-
ing its formative years. A journal-
ist by profession, he played a
leading part in gaining valuable
publicity at a period when few
newspapers were interested in
chronicling the affairs of the new
organisation.

E. M. Bennett, of Newmarket-
on-Fergus, who succeeded Maur-
ice Davin as President, took over
at a critical period in the affairs
of the G.A.A., following the “Stor-
my”’ Convention. He resolved
many difficulties and differen-

® OVERLEAF




® FROM PAGE 31

ces of opinion by his tact and
administrative ability and set the
Association on solid ground.

Peter J. Kelly of Loughrea,
who succeeded Bennett as Pres-
ident, was a member of the de-
putation that waited on the Bis-
hop of Clonfert, Most Rev. Dr.
Duggan, that memorable August
day in 1884, to explain the aims
and objects of the proposed new
association. During his presiden-

cy the “Parnell Split” threatened
the existence of the G.A.A., and
it was mainly through his wise
leadership that the organisation
weathered the storm.

Frank B. Dinneen of Bally-
landers was the only man to hold
the two main offices of the Assoc-
lation. Elected President in 1895,
he resigned three yvears later to
become General Secretary, a
post he held until 1901. A noted
athlete and later official handi-
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capper to the Association, he was
Chairman of the Athletic Coun-
cil for many years. He will be
best remembered, however, as
owner of the Dublin City and
Suburban Sports Ground, which
he sold to the G.A.A., and which
1S now Croke Park.

Frank was succeeded by an-
other Limerickman — Michael
Deering, then resident in Cork,
and Chairman of the County
Board there. A man of sterling
character and true national prin-
ciples, Michael Deering’s name
figures prominently among the
pioneers in the G.A.A. seroll of
fame. He was the only President
to die in office.

The 1901 Congress saw the sel-
ection of a great pair, who were to
work together for twenty years,
and see many fundamental chan-
ges in the affairs of the Associat-
ion. Alderman Jim Nowlan of Kil-
kenny must hold a foremost place
amongst the great administrators
and he played a leading part in
making the Association the nat-
ional force it is to-day., Wicklow-
man, Luke J. O’Toole, who held
the position of General Secret-
ary from 1901 to 1920, saw stirr-
ing days in gaelic history, and the
Inauguration of many features
now an accepted part of the
G.A.A. programme. Dan MecCar-
thy, who became President
when Alderman Nowlan retired
in 1921, had participated in the
1916 Rising and saw during his
term of office the revival of the
Ancient Tailteann Games and the
inauguration of the first big de-
velopment scheme at Croke Park.

Paddy Breen of Wexford was
the first All-Ireland medal winn-
er to become President of the
Association, an honour he rich-
ly deserved. Although his term
of office was short, Paddy can
claim an active connection with
the Association extending over
more than fifty years.

William P. Clifford of Limerick
saw the inauguration of both Nat-



ional Leagues and Railway Cup
Competitions on a permanent
basis during his Presidency, and
it was under his direction that
the first moves were made to-
wards encouraging clubs and
boards to acquire and develop
their own playing fields,

Tipperary man, Sean Ryan, con-
tinued the policy of field devel-
opment, and when his term as
President was over, he retained
for many years his connection
with the Association as legal ad-
viser, in which capacity he “vet-
ted” the conditions under which
almost every G.A.A. field in the
country is held,

It was during Ryan’s period in
the chair that Padraig O’Keefife,
of Cork, was appointed General
Secretary of the Associalon, a
position he held until his death,
thirty five years later, when he
was succeeded by the present oc-
cupant—Sean O Siochain, In the
long years of Paddy’s adminis-
tration the G.A.A went from suc-
cess to success and extended its
influence to become the great
link binding the scattered leg-
ions of the Gael.

Sean McCarthy, who succeeded
Sean Ryan, was the first naftive
porn Corkman to achieve the
highest honour of G.A.A. Presid-
ent. It was during his term that
the Insurance Scheme for injured
players was instituted. He travel-
led widely spreading the gospel
of the Gael and during his pres-
idency he addressed Gaelic gath-
erings in places as far apart as
Liverpool, London, New York,
New Jersey, Boston and Phil-
adelphia.

Bob O’Keeffe, although trad-
itionally associated with Laois,
with whom he won an All-Ireland
Senior Hurling medal in 1915, was
a native of Kilkenny and came
from the famed nursery of ex-
pert hurlers, Mooncoin. A very
wise administrator he piloted the
Association through a very diffi-

;;_E_HH%:EF?

cult period of party pnhtn:“l 1in-
fighting that in other circum-
stances could have caused a
major split in G.A.A. ranks.

The first Ulsterman to attain
to the office of President was
Padraig McNamee of Antrim, and
his term was so successful that he
had the distinction of being the
only one to have it extended by
the unanimous decision of Cong-
ress.

The other Presidents might be

Salﬂ (5" belong to¢ our

gener-
ation, so we leavErthem to pos-
terity to really “evaluate their
achievements. They were Seam-
us Gardiner of Tipperary,; Dan
O’Rourke, Roscommon; Michael
Kehoe, Wexford; M. V. O’Don-
oghue, Waterford; Seamus Mcker-
ran, Antrim; Dr. J. J. Stuart,
Clare; Hugh Byrne, Wicklow; Alf
Murray, Armagh, Jim Ryan, Tip-
perary and the present occupant,
Pat Fanning of Waterford.
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"R.T. E' boost for handball

BY ALLEYMAN

has provided the game with its
greatest ever boost. The series, in
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“top ace” had a running term of
seven weeks and, already, it is
evident that handball has
acquired a widespread enthus-
iastic following.

The handball movement. over
an indefinite period is going to
gain impetus, so that immediately
there is an onus on handball ad-
ministration in its broadest sense
to be in a position to deal with
it, in progressive modern style.

I know it is only co-incidental.
but the decisions taken at the
recent special G.A.A. Congress,
will be a major lever in further
ing the handball cause.

The basis of these decisions
was derived from the special
commission on G.A.A. activities.
and the implementation of them
should give the game a modern
outlook

One of the most important. in
my view is the decision to adjust
the administration of the game
from provincialism to region-
alism.

It has long been recognised in
handball circles that the present
system of organising the game
through provincial councils is
inadequate

The numerical discrepancy in
counties between the various pro-
vinces has often tended to pro-
duce lop-sided competitions. not
to mention the overburdening of
some officials with administra-
tive duties.

The Handball Council must
now face the problem of initia-
ting regional councils and, in this
regard, it is hardly likely to take
the easy way out by evenly divid-
ing the country into four coun-
cils with eight counties in each.

Obviously special consideration



must be given to densely popu-
lated areas like Dublin and Cork.

In addition a real opportunity
is now provided to have the game
put on a sure footing in counties
where it is withering at present.

Another major development is
that the International size ball-
court (40’ x 20’) is to be adopted
by the Irish Handball Council as
the standard court to be built in

the future.
* o *
The smaller courts do, 1n

effect, answer the argument that
the main consideration is the in-
volvement of the greatest pos-
sible number of people in the
game. |

They are much more econom-
ical to build than the larger
courts, lend themselves ideally to
the present attitude of the alley
complex, not to mention the
secondary consideration of inter-
national competition.

Another relevant point is that
the old code of hardball 1s to be
phased out. Here again, this is
a vital decision and, in my view,
a correct one when an objective
appraisal is made of the role and
general popularity of the particu-

lar code.
+r * *

As a means to popularise hand-
ball in the broadest sense, hard-
ball has been a passive particle,
and, while conceding the definite
art of the few who play it, I have
no hesitation in saying that its
demise 1s timely. For the new
charter on the game a major
emphasis will be on develop-
ment.

The game has now been placed
under the orbit of the develop-
ment officers of the G.A.A. and
the basis of this decision is that
G.A.A. administration is certain
there is a great future for hand-
ball.

They base their argument on
the enjovment it affords as a
game in its own right and the
fact that it is an ideal means of
keeping fit.

By the same token it caters for
those who do not wish to partici-
pate in a bodily contact game,

An important feature taken
into consideration is that it can
be played by all age groups and
by both sexes, while roofed ball-
courts ensure that the game can
be played at all times despite the
vagaries of the weather.

It can be seen that the com-
bined efforts of R.T.E. and the
G.A.A. have contrived to give
handball a very special status.

In the next few years it is go-
ing to demand a lot of hard work
and dedication by those who or-
ganise handball, but for the sake
of this great old game it will be
well worth it.

,-In1903
John Mackey
visited this shop.
He bought himself a new pair of boots
-and the nickname
“Tyler’

To-day, Tylers still sell boots and shoes
-but alas no nicknames!

The famous Limerick hurler — John Mackey — got more than he
bargained for when he bought a new pair of boots; they were so
distinctive he got the nickname ‘Tyler’ Mackey.

To-day, Tylers are still in Limerick and also In towns all over
Ireland. In every branch of Tylers you'll find the widest range of
shoes and boots, the very latest in fashion colours and styles—and the

best value in Ireland,

The only difference from John Mackey’s time is that nowadays

we don’'t give away
nicknames with our boots!
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purchase charges.
® Immediate income tax relief.
® All the bargaining power of a cash buyer.
® Free life cover.
® Complete privacy.
For full details call in to your nearest Bank of Ireland
branch. Ask at the same time about Foster Finance loans
for home improvements and other projects.
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IT’S an open secret nowadays
that we are all assessed on our
credit - worthiness sometimes
without even being aware of it.
Your credit-worthiness is rated
on how you stand with your bank
manager and your past record of
paying debts—did you settle
them promptly when due, or did
you neecd to be given extra time?
A bank i1s a good place to start
getting a reputation for credit-
worthiness and these wvenerable
institutions are now more friend-
ly and informal places than they
were even five years ago. One
man’s money is as good as the
next man’s, even if there isn’t
as much of it, and a small man
might well turn into a big fin-
anclier sometime—so his account
is valuable. This is how the
banks and finance houses look
at things now.

If your main gripe about banks
is the hours they keep, then con-
sider the Dublin Savings Bank.
They put themselves out to meet
their customers’ convenience and
even remain open until 7 p.m.
on Friday nights—paynight for
so many people—so that you can
take your salary cheque or wages
envelope right to them then and
there and avoid the temptations
of Saturday shopping. Brisk com-
ings and goings of citizens on a
Friday night around the Abbey
Street area in Dublin have often
been noticed by visitors—who
have then realised that the focal
point 1s the Dublin Savings
Bank.

Whilst this bank built its re-
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By LINDA COLLINS

#

putation with good service on
deposit accounts, it now offers
the sophisticated services neces-
sary for today’s lifestyle, includ-
ing current accounts (they open
new ones at the rate of 50 a
month), personal loans and med-
lum and long-term savings plans
a\, satisfactory rates of interest.
Payment of your outgoings by
standing order, credit transfers,
direct debits, sales of travellers
cheques and foreign currency are
also undertaken by D.S.B. This
bank was established originally in
the early 19th century and it
has always succeeded in holding
the confidence of Dubliners.

While it maintains its reput-
ation for integrity and ‘a safe
place to put a few bob’ however
it has moved with the times and
is now as modern and up to date
and competitive, 1f not more so,
as any of its rivals. With seven
offices now situated throughout
the city, (and the late-night
opening on Fridays operating in
all of them) Dublin Savings Bank
is finding its business expanding
at a sure and steady rate,

The building society remains
the place to put your money if
you are in the process of saving
up for a home of your own. In
common with the other socileties,
the Irish Civil Service Building
Society makes it clear that de-
positors get preference when it
comes to mortgages. Even though
rates may go up, the pill is sweet-
ened when you realise that the
value of your property is increas-
ing at an ever-faster rate. For
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LOOK AFTER THE PENCE...

and the pounds will look after themselves—with interest

g F F & FF

those people, even, who already
own their homes or who have no
immediate plans to make an In-
vestment in property, the I.C.5.
B.S. is a useful place to know
about. Security for your money
is of course guaranteed—that
goes without saying. In addition
to this you get a very simple
method of operation, with your
money there to be drawn on de-
mand, and your business trans-
acted in strict confidence. Add
to this the highest possible inter-
est rate consistent with security
and it totals up to something
worthwhile.

The ‘Civil Service’ has been in
existence since 1864 and con-
tinues today to help people own
their own homes, the purpose for
which it was originally founded.
Last year it lent the 1mpressive
amount of two mililon pounds—
mostly to people who had saved
something first with the society,
and wanted house loans. These
days, when money can earn huge
interest rates just sitting 1n a
bank, building societies maintain
that they are providing more of
a social service than anything
else—and they have a point you
know. When we complain about
the repayments we have to make
we forget that at the end of the
borrowing term we’ll still have
a property worth considerably
more than what we paid for it,
including interest,

Banks have developed a with-it
image these days, while still re-

® TO PAGE 39
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Achievement comes with*
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The last thing we’ll do
1S make you rich!

trips abroad, and, if the situation demands it, give
you a loan.

Look, why don’t you drop into our head office or one
of our branches and open an Account.

There are one or two things we’ve got to do first.
For a start we’ve go to turn you into a regular saver.
And what better way to do that than give you a good
interest on your savings. At the Dublin Savings
Bank we give you 64% interest (tax not deducted)
on Investment Accounts.

But there’s no point in saving if you don’t watch
how you spend your money. Here’s where our
Current Accounts come in. With a Dublin Savings
Bank cheque you can keep a close check on every
penny you spend. It's a funny thing, but people
tend to spend less when they’re using a cheque book.

Now, having got you saving, earning good interest,
and watching how you spend your money, there are
a number of other things we do. Advise vou on tax,
supply foreign currency and travellers cheques for

With your determination and our interest, you’ll
be bound to end up a little richer!

Dublin Savings Bank —
Safe and Sound

Head Office: LOWER ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN 1
Branches: Thomas Streetf, Phibsboro, Dun Laoghaire,
Rathmines, Ballyfermot, Fairview.




LOOK AFTER THE PENCE
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maining the symbol of unshake-
able stability. It’s interesting too
to see how banking groups have
developed ‘personalities’ of their
own. If one were to describe the
personality of Allied Irish, the
image of a culture consclous.
socially-conscious.,  sports-loving
place would emerge. This group
recently sponsored the first Hur-
ling/Shinty International, held
between Ireland and Scotland
which took place some months
ago. The venue was Inverness
and the winning team was Na
Fianna from Ireland. The Allied
Irish National Poster Competit-
ion for children attracted six and
a half thousand entries and the
children’s theme was ‘Discover
Ireland’. And the group made
headlines last year when it pre-
sented a premises in Sligo to the
Yeats Society to be used as a
Yeats Museum.

Did vou know that there's now
very little difference between the
interest percentage you have to
pay on a straightforward loan
from your bank manager and the
same amount of money borrowed
from a company like Foster Fin-
ance, the outfit associated with
the Bank of Ireland? The differ-
ential is only something like two
per cent which is absolute pea-
nuts these days’ so sighs over the
good old days are a bit wasted
these times. Tax advantages are
built in to most of the schemes
administered by Foster Finance
and you know exactly what your
commitments are—and what your
repayments will be—from the
word go. Now that EEC entry
has made most farmers more
than anxious to take advantage
of markets opening up there, a
package deal with Bank of Ire-
land can be most advantageous.
You get the money to buy stock,
either dry cattle or milch cows or
maybe pigs—and you don’t repay

until such time as vour stock be-
gins to produce for you. This
works for both the big operator
and the small man. Foster Fin-
ance have a scheme which they
run in conjunction with one of
the big bacon companies—
the bacon experts recommend a
man. for financing whom they
think has the capacity to expand,
and he is accepted by Foster Ein-
ance as a client.

A bank which has been forging
ahead at a great rate is the Ulster
Bank—we've already referred to
their special children’s money
boxes. For those who’'ve gone
past the piggy-bank stage it may
be interesting to know that Ulster
Bank have opened new bran-
ches in Clonmel, Mallow, Tralee,
Castlebar and Shannon, and a
sub-office in Croome, Co. Limer-
ick. Also big news is the Ulster
Bank’s unique dispensing unit. If

you have a current account with
them, you can slot a card, which
they’ll provide you with, into a
special opening on the outside of
the bank wall and it will obliging-
ly dispense two crisp fivers, one
crisp tenner or ten singles into
your waiting hand. These dispen-
sers operate only at some outlets
at the moment but they’ll be go-
ing into others shortly. For those
who might be worried that un-
authorised persons might get
hold of their cards and help
themselves to tenners without
permission, the bank has it plan-
ned so that you can carry your
code separately, and then punch
it into the machine when you
insert your card. Since this is a
round-the-clock service it has ob-
vious advantages and is bound to
catch on like wildfire with cus-
tomers. The money you remove
via your card is of course auto-
matically debited from Yyour ac-
count later.

MAXIM 7 m

Highest rates of interest,
maximum security tor

vour investments and friendly
service. Call, write or phone

Irish Civil Service

Building Society
25 Westmoreland Street
Telephone 770883

Branch Offices:
47 Upr. George's Street,
Dun Laoghatlre.
Telephone 808791

169a Howth Road,
Killester.
Telephone 33801/
Established 1864

BUILDING SOCIETY
25 WESTMORELAND ST. DUBLIN 2.
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Sausages, rashers,
bacon joints,
puddings-

all with that
mighty meaty flavour




THE CAMOGIE SCENE

BY the time this appears in
print the Annual Camogie
Congress in Galway, the first
time ever out of Dublin, will be
over and the Camogie Association
will have geared itself for an-
other year’s work. Progressive
work it is bound to be, and pro-
gressive work it has to be at club,
county and provincial level.

Because the difficulty that the
Camogle Assoclation is facing at
the moment is that it is in some
respects expanding more rapidly
than its own organisation is struc-
tured to cope with.

For instance, last season we
only had six teams in the entire
senior All-Ireland championship,
whereas 27 of the 32 counties
took part in the junior champion-
ship, which needless to say
proved a far more interesting
competition.

The position will be slightly im-
proved this season. with Galway
back 1nto senior ranks, but the
fact remains that Galway and
Antrim are still unlikely to have
any senior competition within
their own provinces, and there
will only be one senior match in
Munster, the provincial final be-
tween Cork and Tipperary.

But, while it would be wonder-
ful to see as many counties in the
senior championship as well as
in the junior competition the
solution to the problem can only
he a long-term one. One might
easily suggest that the provincial
winners in junior grade each year
should have to go senior in the
following season. But I do not
think that would really achieve

Observed by AGNES HOURICAN

anything, since some of these
teams might not mateh gf) to
senlor standard. The junior stan-
dard 1s, admittedly, steadily im-
proving, and the team that wins
the All-Ireland title in this grade
must certainly be a good one. But
only the All-Ireland champions
go up to senior,

At that rate of progress it will
take another decade to make the
senior championship a real All-
Ireland event again, but if the
standard 1S even, such a wait
would prove well worth while.

Indeed, I believe that the stan-
dard may well have levelled out
al the top long before then, for
the very good reason that the
standard has levelled out where
1t really counts, further down the
scale at schools level, For those
who have been studying the Col-
leges scene over the past few
seasons this fact has been glar-
ingly obvious. Look at it this way.

In ithe last three years the
winners of the Leinster senior
Colleges championship have been
Presentatin, Kilkenny, Presen-
tation, Mountmellick and Mercy,
Enniscorthy, three schools from
three different counties. This
year Presentation, Castlecomer
oppose Mountmellick in the final.

Presentation, Oranmore are All-
Ireland Colleges champions.
Their predecessors were Sacred
Heart, Newry and Presentation,
Kilkenny. Last season, Newry had
to yield to St. Louis, Kilkeel,
while in the West Oranmore had
little to spare over Glenamaddy.

In the South, St. Aloysius have
41

falled to win the Munster senior
Colleges crown for the first time
ever. And all that proves that on
the Colleges scene the standard
is rapidly evening out. And when
one considers the numbers of
College players on inter-county
sides, who is to say but that the
standard at inter-county level will
also become uniformly high
through the country, perhaps far
more quickly than any of us anti-
clpate at the moment. The Ash-
bourne Cup series is now history,
but there is no point in letting it
pass without recording that it was
won by one of the best teams I
have ever seen wear the U.C.C.
colours, and I have seen every
Ashbourne side since the late
1930s.

It was a series that marked the
return to her brilliant best of Liz
Garvan who incidentally was win-
ning her first inter-varsity cham-
pionship, as through injury she
was missing from the Cork side
that regained the trophy a year
ago. '

At Belfield, especially in the
first half of the final aginst
University College Galway, Liz
gave an exhibition of stylish and
effective camogie that one felt
deserved to be recorded on film
and used as a coaching film on
how to score from play and from
frees. |

And to round off a great ten
days, U.C.C. who had earlier de-
feated 0Old Aloysians in the
L.eague final then flew out with
Old Als, to Holland to give the
first-ever exhibition of camogie
in the E.E.C.



By JOHN OISHEA (of The Evening Press)

“WHEN this side gets a little
more experience they will
be a match for any opposition”’—
Sean O’Neill, on Down’s pros-
pects in the forthcoming All-
Ireland championship campaign.
The player, who, perhaps more
than any other, is identified with
Down’s performances since they
hit the ‘big time’ in 1960, is con-
vinced that he will again play on
a great county team.

“This Down side have been
working hard and seriously for
quite some time, If they can
maintain this interest, our pros-
pects must be viewed in confi-

dent vein.

“In personnel, we are stronger
and more talented than the 1968
team, the only question is — the
team still has to knit as a unit.
The potential is undoubtedly
there, it just remains to be seen
how soon it will be realised.”

O’Neill believes that the new
team manager, Jackie Fitzsimons,
has had much to do with the re-
vival: “Jackie, like the selectors,
is concerned about the team. And
more 1important, he shows this
concern, The result is that we
have a near one hundred per cent
turn out for training.”
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FUTURE

Discussing the poor form of
1971, O’Neill says: “We were in
a skid, and as anyone knows it’s
not easy to get out of a skid.
But the slump has been arrested,
and we are now determined to
do really well.”

How will they do this year?
“It’s hard to say how far we will
go. What I can predict is that we
have a very keen bunch of lads
here who are full of confidence.
Yes, I think we will have some-
thing to offer when the champion-
ship comes.”

When asked if Down were too
dependent upon Sean O’Neill, the
player rated by many as the most
etfective full-forward of all, re-
plied: “Down players are not
encouraged to be understudies.
When they come into a Down
team they come in on their
merits. Nobody is told ‘feed
O’Neill or MecCartan’. I have
missed some League games and
the lads have done very well.”

For other views on Down’s
likely run this year we asked:

DAN McCARTAN:

The only thing not in our fav-
our is time. We are a team on
the up and up. If’s just a matter
of when we hit the top. It
usually takes a team such as ours
a few years to mature. We are




hoping mnaturally that we can
come quicker than most.

There is no doubt but that we
are over our bad patch, There
were signs of this even last year
when we were losing games only
by the odd point. The spirit now
is fantastic; the selectors, back-
room lads and players are now
more interested in their objective.
As for Sean O’Neill and I being
important figures in the team,
I would say they can get on very
well without us., Overall there is
more talent in this team than in
our All-Ireland winning side of
1968. I think we can give the
championship a right shake, not
like last year when we were
caught on the hop.”

TOM O’HARE (former star, who
1s bent on a come-back):

“I like the look of the present
Down side. There are some vastly
experienced players and a num-
ber of up and coming lads. O’Neill
and McCartan are, of course, the
big names and these .can have a
great effect on the less experi-
enced members.

“Theilr fine run in the National
League will alsp stand to them
well. However I have a feeling
that it may take them about two
years to fulfil their potential.”
T. P. MURPHY (Down Secretary):

“We have the nucleus of a fine
team. The return of Colm McAlar-
ney has meant a big difference,
while some of the younger mem-
bers of the side are developing
rapidly.

“Sean O’Neill and Dan McCar-
tan are of course a huge influence
on the side, especially in their
attitude towards training. But
it’s significant, I think, that our
whole attitude has changed.
There is now far more urgency
about our play. Make no mistake
we want to get back to the top.

“It’s difficult to say if we can
achieve our ambition in 1973, it
may take another year. Neverthe-
less we won’'t be ‘easy meat’ for
any team come championship
time,

@ Dan
McCartan
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“Down no longer is beset by
internal problems such as team
manager; players going to the

United States and so forth.

“We have also the advantage
of a useful draw in the champion-
ship. We are at home in the first
round to Armagh, and at home
te Cavan in the second.”

BRIAN DENVER (former team
manager):

“I must admit I'm not too op-
timistic about their prospects this
year. There are too many fine
teams 1n Ulster, and I think Down
would have quite a job beating
elither Donegal, Tyrone, or Derry.

Another factor 1s Sean O’Neill.
When they won in 1968 Sean was
still at his peak. Now he is on
the wane and there does not seem
to be a suitable replacement. I
doubt if they will emerge from
Ulster.”
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This year it must be David Brown.
Tractors proven for their sheer, basic reliability.

Tractors proven for their “lead the field" engineering qualities.
Tractors proven for their absolute value for money.

David Brown Tractors have style, panache, easy to handle grace — yet
they're rugged as rock, tough as teak. hardworking as you demand they

must be.

Ask your David Brown Dealer to show you the wund'erful David Brown

range of tractors.
They have no equal on the land.

7y David Brown Tractors (lreland) Lid.,

D =yl John F. Kennedy Drive,
@ »” Naas Road, Dublin 12.
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| CORKMEN ARE
ORDINARY GUYS

(Until you measure their heads)

b

OMEONE, and vou can bet

your last shilling that it was
either a Tipperaryman or a
Kilkennyman, once said that a
Corkman with an inferiority
complex was a Corkman who
thought he was only just as
good as everyone else.

This, of course, is totally
malicious. I ean vouch for it, for
I am a Corkman and I ecan
assure you that all those stories
that Corkmen are a superior,
arrogant, overbearing, boastful,
proud race of people, are ab-
solutely and totally without
foundation.

We are, in fact, the nicest
people 1n Ireland and as for
being superior or arrogant or
overbearing, well that’s just a
load of old rubbish.

Most of the stories, I sup-
pose, stem from the fact that we

come from the biggest county in
Ireland and Cork, of course, is

By PATRICK CARVER

also the most beautiful county
in the country, If you’ve been
there, you’ll know what I mean.

The people who come from
there are quite ordinary, exactly
the same as you and me. Pick
anyone of them at all and again,
you'll see what I mean.

There’s Jack Lynch, who won
a record six All-Ireland medals
in a row and subsequently did
not do too badly at all in politics.

There’s Christy Ring, who won
eight All-Ireland hurling medals
and did it without any fuss or
excitement.

And there’s Eudie Coughlan
or Dinny Barry Murphy . . . or
Jim Young, or Paddy Donovan,
or Tony O’Shaughnessy, or Con
Murphy or Willie Murphy or
Matt Fouhy or Jerry O’Sullivan,
or Justin McCarthy or Gerald
McCarthy or Denis Coughlan or
Ray Cummins.

Like all the other men who

JUST |

GIRLS ! 11e messace s LOVE

THE LITTLE COMPANY OF MARY

offers you an opportunity to work for

THE GREATEST LOVER OF ALL TIME

IO LEARN MORE ABOUT US WRITE OR PHONE :

Mt. Carmel Hospital,
Dublin 14 (900631)

Calvary Hospital,
Galway (2183)
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Milford House,
Limerick (48080)

Monument Hill,
Fermoy (325)




ever wore the Cork jersey in
hurling, they just happened to
turn out to be the greatest hur-
lers this land of ours has ever
known.

But, take it from me, they
were all just ordinary people
like you and me.

It wasn’t their fault that they
happened to be involved in the
greatest All-Ireland finals ever
played — like 1941, '42, ’43, '44,
46, 1952, '53, 54, and again In
1966 and 1970.

You’ll have to agree that no
matter who ever writes a de-
tailed history of hurling, he will
just have to name those parti-
cular All-Ireland finals as the
greatest.

And, even in football, it’s the
same. The greatest All-Ireland
final of modern times must
surely be the 1945 one.

And men like Eamonn Young,

. well, they were
have

that team . .
the best footballers we

ever had in the game.

But vou can’'t fault them {for
being that. These are things that
happen and again I can assure
you that they were just very
ordinary people like you and
me,

Take Eamonn Young in par-
ticular. Nothing unusual about
him, if you except the fact that
he is a great writer, one of the
best conversationalists I have
ever heard, probably the finest
authority we have on  Gaelic
games and unqueatinnabfy one
of the world’s greatest foot-
hallers.

Why, that man never raised
even a word of objection when
the Munster selectors asked him
if he would mind 14 Kerrymen
playing on the Munster football
team with him. That showed
the humility in the man.

first to tell vou that I'm no dif-
ferent from anyone else.

He would tell you that I am
brilliant in everything I do, good-
looking, young for my years, fit
as a fiddle, devastating to
women and never conscious for
a moment of my regal Cork
birth.

In other words, he would tell
yvou that I am just another very
ordinary fellow. Great but
humble like himself,

We want only the simple
things in life. Like moving the
Government to Cork where it
should be, carrying our own flag
in the Olympic Games, re:
naming O’Connell Street to
Small Patrick Street and having
the Cork accent declared the
oficial tongue of the country.

So, don’t believe anything you
hear about Cork from other
people.

Mostly they're nothing else

Derry Beckett, Tadgo Crowley, I'm a Corkman myself and but just plain jealous of wus
Jim Ahern and the others on Eamonn Young would be the ordinary people.
THE NORBERTINE FATHERS
WHERE
WIFL THE
You ronLE
jo! OF GOD
L;S ARE
' IN NEED

IRELAND - SCOTLAND - AUSTRALIA

For further information write to:

FR. ANTHONY T. McNULTY, O.PRAEM.
HOLY TRINITY ABBEY, KILNACROTT
BALLYJAMESDUFF, CO. CAVAN
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MY scrapbook this month is
opened in the year 1887,
at the very beginning of the
story of the G.A.A. and many
absorbing facts of those
early days are revealed in
the dusty, yellowing pages.

Those were the days when you
could buy vour favourite journal
for a penny but the sports pages
were anything but elaborate
when compared with to-day’s
sophisticated editions.

History, as always, was being
made in those nineteenth -cen-
tury days. The estimated popula-
tion of the world was said to be
1,240 millions, and the rulers of
the two large world powers were
the Democrat, Grover Cleveland
in the U.S.A. and the Marquess
of Salisbury headed Britain’s
Conservative ruling party. The
réesearch of two German en-
gineers, Gottlieb Daimler and
Karl Benz, two years previously
was still the sensation of the
day. They had, in fact, achieved
practical results in the design of
what was to become the internal
combustion motor car.

Here in Ireland, other men
were engaged in tryving to
organise the Gaelic Athletic As-
sociation and to get things mov-
Iing in the direction of some form
of competition that would firmly
establish the game throughout
the entire country.

It was with this in mind that
the first ever All-Ireland cham-
pionship tournament came into
being and the draw for the 1887
campalgn was made on the “open
draw” basis. a system that has
been advocated by many people
In recent vears.

Naturally, there were no such
things as provincial champion-
ships with the result that each
county was represented by its

champion club who were well
trained for the competition due
to the large number of carnival
tournaments that were a feature
of the late eighteen hundreds.

The draw resulted as follows :
Wicklow v Clare;

Louth v Waterford;

Galway v Wexford;

Meath v Limerick; and
Tipperary v Dublin.

All counties were obliged to
compete in both hurling and
football. Making the draw was
easy. Getting the contestants
onto the field was another mat-
ter, Objections, protests and
lain general confusion almost
otally ruined the hurling con-
tests. In fact only one first round
match took place and that was
between Meelick (Galway) and
Castlebridge (Wexford). the
westerners winning.

In the next round Thurles
(Tipperary) scored two easy
wins over Smith O’Brien’s
(Clare) and. in the semi-final
over Tullaroan (Kilkenny),

Despite the numerous little
problems that cropped up the
standard of hurling was excep-
tionally high and the attendance
at the games was entirely satis-
factory.

The big day arrived on April
1, 1888, with the playing of the
first ever All-Ireland hurling
final, at Birr. The contestants
were Tipperary and Galway and
a most even game ended in a
narrow win for the Thurles side
by 1-1 and a forfeit point to no
score. The game of hurling was
now ftruly established and tne
spectators at the first final] went
home well pleased with what
thev saw.

The football contests more
than compensated for the lack of
numbers that afflicted the hurl-
ing and the first round games
went on on Sunday, July 24,
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1887. Two of the matches, Lime-
rick (Commercials) v Meath
(Dowdstown) and Louth (Dun-
dalk Young Irelands) v Water-
ford (Lower Ballyduff) being
plaved at Elm Park, Merrion, in
Dublin, were decided on the pro-
perty of Lord de Freyne who was
a good friend of the G.A.A. 1n
the early years. In fact, 10,000
people turned up at the venue to
witness the games and got trem-
endous value for their entrance
fees.

In the match betweéen Lime-
rick and Meath a highlight was
the fantastic goal scored by Mal-
achi O’Brien for Limerick. He
kicked the ball almost the entire
length of the wvitch and it
deceived the Meath defence com-
pletely to sail between the posts.

Louth scored an easy victory
over Waterford and on the same
day at Dungarvan, Kilkenny (Kil-
macow) beat Lees of Cork in an
exciting tussle. Clare, Tipper-
arv and Wexford received walk-
overs,

The second round matches
were played at Goldenbridge,
Inchicore, and Louth had a nar-
row win over Wexford. Limerick
and Kilkenny, on the other hand,
could only manage a draw and
in the reolav at Bansha it took
the Limerickmen all their time to
eventually emerge victorious.

Louth were lucky enough fto
recelve a bye to the final but the
match between Limerick and Tip-
perary had to be replayed after
the Limerick officials obiected
against Tipp. playing ineligible
men. Tipperarv had won but
when the two sides met in the
re-fixture at Bohermore the
Shannonsiders won by a comfort-
able margin.

The stage was set for the first
football final and the venue sel-
ected was 1n Clonskeagh. The

® TO PAGE 47
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Many great players wore the
college jersey among them
johnny Walsh, Murt Kelly
(Kerry), Henry Kenny (Mayo),
Jjim Regan, C. Vaughan (Cork)
and these mén and many more
went on to help their native
counties to All-Ireland victories.
However, in 1939 changes 1in
educational policies, caused the
closing of the college as a train-
ing centre for lay teachers, and
with it came the end of an era.

In 1949 the college re-opened
as a Boarding and Day College,
and to-day continues to flourish

SCRAPBOOK

® FROM PAGE 46

match did not take place until
April 29, 1888 and after Louth
had gained a half-time lead Lime-
rick stormed back to snatch a
well deserved win. The names
of those first football champions
of Ireland were: Denis Corbett
(Capt. and goalkeeper), T. Fitz
gibbon, W. Gunning, R. Breen, J.
Hyland, T. McNamara, W. J.
Spain, P. J. Corbett, M. Slattery,
J. R. Kennedy, M. Casey, J. Mul-
queen, M. O’Brien, P. Kelly, T.
Kennedy, P. Keating, W. Cleary,
R. Normoyle, P. Reeves, T. Keat-
ing and T. McMahon.,

Limerick not only survived on
an objection against Tipperary in
the All-Ireland semi-final but the
club that renresented them in the
final, Commercials, only managed
to do so also by surviving on an-
other objection after being
beaten by Templemore and St.
Michaels in the Limerick cham-

pionships.

No other club in the entire his-
tory of the G.A.A. can claim to
have lost not just one, but three
matches, and still became All-
Ireland title holders!

The year 1888 saw what has be-
come famous as the “American
Invasion” when Ireland’s top
athletes left the country to per-
form in the “promised land”. As
a result of this the championships
were never completed that year,
but the good work of 1887 could
never be undone,

and it has 752 students on the
roll (241 bhoarders). To meet the
increasing educational demands,
and to accommodate extra num-
bers, the building of a new ex-
tension is at present underway,
and when completed will give the
most up-to-date facilities for
study and sport.

As in the past the college is
still playing a prominent role in
G.A.A. affairs and the college
teams have been to the fore in
all grades of hurling and,foot-
ball in Munster Colleges com-
petition. The Munster Senior Col-
leges title has been annexed five
times in all and I well remem-
ber the very wet day in Lismore
when the team, trained by Br.
Brendan, won Cornna-Mumhan
for the first time after a ding-
dong struggle, with Farrenferris.
To-day, as in yesteryear, many
former pupils are bringing hon-
our to their native counties, the
most prominent being Paud and
Eamonn O’Donoghue, Dan Kav-
anagh (Kerry) and Dave McCar-
thy (Cork).

Athletics have also been very
much part and parcel of the Col-
lege’s activities. Br. Athanatius,
in his time, turned out many

national champions, Mick Lani-
gan, presently trainer of the Kil
kenny team, was one of the best
and was Ireland’s first ever gold
medal winner (120 yds. hurdles)
in the Catholic Students Games,
others were Cecil Roddy, Cyril
O’Regan and only recently a stu-
dent of De La Salle, Gerard
Deegan, won the National Junior
Cross Country Championship.
And so the great work continues
and long may it continue to be
s0. And the long list of academic
successes are also worthy of ac-
claim, what a record for a col-
lege that first opened its dcors
in 1894.

So it can be seen that no more
fitting venue for a G.A.A. Con-
gress could have been selected
than De La Salle College, where
for weil nigh on eighty years all
that is best in Irish traditions
have been handed down to all
who have attended the college.
Waterford is justly proud of ifs
part in the forward march of the
Gaelic Athletic Association from
Meagher of the Sword to Pat
Fanning. The Gaels of Waterford
will extend a Cead Mile Failte
to the delegates who will be at-
tending Congress.

GAELIC SPORT,

Dublin 9.
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QUALITIES NEEDED IN THE NEW BOSS

® FROM PAGE 25

This is very much the public
image which we have been sket-
ching in: and it is important be-
cause the President is, in gen-
eral, the frontal part of that
image—that picture of the Asso-
ciation which daily strikes the
public eye. In the inner work-
ings of the Association, too,
there are qualities which are so
tremendously desirable: a man
of strength and decisive action.
who runs his meetings with dis-
cretion and apparent looseness,
but underneath which lies a ruth-
less firmness and intent to avoid
flabby time-wasting.

He must above all be a man
who has established his bona
fides and done so independently
of any pressure groupings or
pushers; “his own man” as the
phrase goes, owing nothing to
anyone and, therefore, bound to

Irish

no one In returning favour.

This paragon must be cool—or
he must have learned coolness.
He must have learned that abil-
ity to stop, count two or three or
even ten, and then begin to lay
down his thoughts in words, It
would be best if he were a man
with a wide appreciation of the
Association and its differing var-
1ations in different parts of the
country, knowing the little nuan-
ces of rule or arrangement which
bother most in one county, or
the little troubles that most be-
set another.

Finally, with all that packaged
up in a neat, but unostentatious
figure, neither over-polished nor
simply uncouth, a man of the
people who has made good, he
should speak neither with exag-
gerated profoundity nor apple-
barrel simplicity, and his accent
should not be brutal in its
emphasis. What a man!

Photo

IRISH PHOTO ENGRAVING CO. LTD.

CUFFE LANE (OFF CUFFE STREET),
Near St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel. 756121
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McCarthy, Ray Cummins and
Seanie Leary, Pat Hegarty is out
of action; Justin McCarthy
and Seamus Looney are hurling
and Pat McDonnell should be
back later on after his injury
though I doubt if he will be on
for the championship. Instead of
the men who may be missing
there are John Buckley, Martin
and Pat Doherty, John Horgan
and Jack Russell so there’s no
need to panic.

There are half a dozen more
also to fill the places for Cork
18 certainly not short the names
whatever about the quality of the
hurling. As is looks to-day to any
realist Cork will not get outside
Munster mainly because Tipp. and
Limerick both of whom were very
bad last vear have improved. For
that matter so have Clare and
Waterford so we must assume
that the men who were heralded
last year as All-Ireland champ-
ions before they played the first
round are really up against it.
And they may not get outside
Munster. The recent difference
of opinion in Thurles will be no
help either I think for Tipp. will
be very urgent this year. All
‘his goes to say: forget about
Cork this year.

And yet hope springing etern-
al and being buttressed by the
fact that so many good hurlers
are available one cannot but feel
that with a grind of hard pre-
paration, a spot of luck and a
lot of expert guidance from the
sideline Cork might put the best
in Munster to the pin of their
collar, And if that happens theyv
might win out in Munster: and
if that happens they might go
into the All-Ireland series proper
feeling this time for a change
that the game 1sn’t won until the
final whistle.

Ringey said to me three months
ago ‘““Maybe what we need is
a few good hidings”, Maybe he’s
right. Maybe!
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Remember,
in the long run,
hey’ll cost you more
than just money

with Cigarettes you just can't win




JUNIOR DESK

WE are almost 3 years old.
Junior Desk, I mean. Time
flies. May 1970 Junior Desk was
born. How did it begin? Like so
many G.A.A. men, 1 wrote an
article in GAELIC SPORT ecriti-
cising the fact that the G.A.A. it-
self was doing nothing for the
young G.A.A. fan by way of
bright publications with which
the young G.A.A. could identify.

A walk through Easons book-
shop in O’Connell St., Dublin, one
Saturday morning in 1970 really
disillusioned me. The flood of
English soccer periodicals side
by side would lead one to believe
we had no national games of our
own.

So instead of attacking the
G.A.A. again I said to myself
“What can I do?” A ’phone call
to Tommy McQuaid (GAELIC
SPORT’S Editor) asking his opin-
ion on my idea. Tommy says
“We’ll give it a try.” The name
for the column ? My good wife,
Eileen, supplied the title, She’ll
blush like hell when she sees this
in print. After that, it was you
young readers who created the
format of the column. It has be-
come bigger—the Mailbag grows
every month. So obviously we
are reaching more young {fans.
The stars themselves all admit
that they read your views avidly.
So there it 1s.

T. J. GILMORE
Our Cut-out this month is Gal-
way’s old-style centre half back,
Tommy Joe Gilmore, whose per-
formances in 1971 really set him
off as one of the finest centre
half backs in football,

Tommy Joe hails from the
great footballing village of Cor-
toon near Tuam and not too far
away from my native Dunmore
(the greatest little football town
in Ireland). Cortoon produced
many great footballers like Frank
Quinn, Sean Treacy, Johnny
Dunne, the Connelly brothers,
Billy Gilmore—all great-hearted
plavers.

Galway’s Michael Rooney is an-
other Cortoon man. But Tommy
Joe beats them all and is a great
favourite in Galway. Princip-
ally, I think because he is such a
sporting fellow and a relic of the
traditional catch-and-kick style.

Injuries have hampered him
recently but as recently as last
November he really scintillated
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PICTURE C
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when helping Galway to over-
power Roscommon in the League.
Need I add Tommy Joe is a warm
favourite of mine, too. His Cut-
out should be pasted on every
young G.A.A. fan’s bedroom wall.
One tip—paste them on neatly !

JIMMY SMYTH
This month we have a message
from Jimmy Smith, the well
known G.A.A. official and former
Clare star, specially for Clare
Junior Desk fans.

Dear Jack,—I am glad to see
that so many young Clare people
write to “Junior Desk”. All the
great players I have been lucky
to meet down the years also have
a natural curiosity about other
players and teams and I suppose

@® TO PAGE 53
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AN CLUB LEABHAR 1972-73

Lan-Bhallraiocht—£5.00

Gheobhaidh tU na leabhair seo leanas :

1. BREANDAN O BEACHAIN — Aisti agus Danta

2. 0 ROSMUC GO ROSTOV — Criostéir Mac Aonghusa
3. BREACADH e Daithi O hOgadin
4
d.

LITREACHA ON nGEIBHINN — Mairtin O Cadhain

GEARRSCEALTA le Annraoi O Liathdin
6. GAEIL A MUSCAILT — an triG cuid de chuimhni Earndn de Blaghd.

Ballraiocht—£2.00. Cuirfear na leabhair 1, 2, 3, chugat.

Chomh maith leis na leabhair thuas ta tairiscinti bréise & dtabhairt
dar mbaill ar phraghasanna speisialta.

Gach eolas 6 :

AN CLUB LEABHAR, 37 Srdid na bhFinini, Baile Atha Ciiath 2. Teil. 60241
Foirm Claraithe

ls mian liom clard mar 120 G S R S P — LS Yt —

(a) Lan-Bhall ar £5.00 ] BEDIOEN sovs e S e R e :
(b) Ball ar £2.00

(Cuir marc sa bhosca cui)

Boots that set the pace in sport to-day.
Hard-hitting design, real strength and
comfort built-in. Nylon soles and

interchangeable screw-in studs.
That’s Blackthorn !

=%  Blackthorn
AR I R £ 1
footlall bocts
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® FROM PAGE 51
it was this interest that made
them so good.

As these young people grow
older, I hope they will continue
to write helpfully about the
county teams and players. Clare
and all weaker counties, who
never have the McCarthy or Mag-
uire Cups, need the encourage-
ment of all and especially their
own supporters.

As long as you continue to hear
from the young, I continue to
hope for that one big day.

Sincerely,

J. Smyth.

Go raibh maith agat, a Shéamais

(J.M.).

CAD IS AINM DO

Ga¢l Linn on their weekly
Pool leaflet have a very interest-
ing personality poser.  This
month I reproduce a few of their
very interesting questions, at the
same time paying tribute to Gael-
Linn for keeping the G.A.A. In
front of their subscribers.

(1) This outstanding player is
only reaching his prime, yet
already he is a Carroll’s All-Star
award winner and has won two
Senior All-Ireland titles with his
adopted county for whom he had
the distinetion of receiving the
Sam Maguire Cup for the first
time.

(2) An outstanding wing back,
he helped his county annex the
Sam Maguire Cup on three occas-
jons and also had the honour of
captaining the Combined Univer-
sities team. He won a junior and
a minor All-Ireland title also, the
odd thing being that the junior
success came the year before the
minor one.

(3) Many believe that he was
the greatest of them all. This
outstanding player of the past
was bred to be a chamvion, as
both his grandfather and father
had captained the county senior
team before him. In all, he wor
three All-Ireland, five National
League and eight Railway Cup
medals. Such was his versatility
that he also gained five senior

county championship fitles and a
junior provincial title in another
code,

(4) Now in the autumn of his
career, he made his senior inter-
county debut at fullback, but he
represented his province and won
a National League title playing at
full-forward. However, he don-
ned the No. 3 jersey again to
such effect that he has now:three
senior All-Ireland medals playing
in his favourite position,

(5) An outstanding dual per-
former, he not only led his county
to victory in an All-Ireland final,
but had the added distinction of
being the only man to win two
Railway Cup medals on the same
day.

(Correct answers at end of
column, page 96).

HANDBALL

Isn’t the Top Ace handball
series on TV great? A credit to
the game and to commentators
Mick Dunne and Ray Doherty. A
special pat on the back to new
R.T.E. sports boss, Fred Cogley,
too, for giving handball a right-
ful place on the screéen. At first
the cameras didn’t seem to stay
with the pace of the game but
the technicians who were new to
the game have caught up with it
and now have mastered the butt
almost. Almost all the young-
sters in the school where 1 teach
are captivated by the game. So
we know now the power of T.V.
as if we didn’t know it already.

OLIVER CONNEELY

That amazing little man, Oliver
Conneely, from  Glenamaddy
(Shannagh, Glenamaddy, Co. Gal-
way) has done it again. He has
sent me on a G.A.A. newspaper
he has written himself, entitled
“Sports Stars Journal”. Last
vear this fantastic little man of
ideas, who is a G.A.A. fanatic,
won first prize in a national pro-
ject competition,

So all you Junior Desk fans
interested in a Galway pen friend
whose maijor interests are the
G.A.A., writing, bprojects, etc.,
Oliver 1s the man.

03

PAAAAYVAA AAVVAAWAAY

From the
Mailbag

¥

Gerry Cullen, Acres, Belleek,

Co. Fermanagh. “My home club,
Erne Gaels, Belleek, opened their
own ‘Gaelic Centre’ in January.
Most credit goes to club chair-
man Séamus Heron. A new play-
ing field has also been bought.
Our club is only 12 years in exis-
ence and we have a proud record.
Two club men, Tommy and Gerry
Gallagher, are on the Fermanagh
senior team. Have colour Cut-
outs soon.”
@ When I lived in Fermanagh,
Lisnaskea were the top club team
with Kevin Sreenan and Frank
Maguire their stars.(J.M,)

Mattie McDermott, Ahane, Kil-
kerrin, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.
“I like playing in goal. 1973 will
be Galway’s year.”

@® [ hope so. (J.M.)

@® TO PAGE 55

Picture D See Page 49
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Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Co. Wicklow.
“Wicklow All Stars of 1972 were
Brian Carthy (Ashford) in foot-
ball, and Mick O’Brien (Arklow
Rock Parnells) in hurling.”

John (’Donovan, Lahernathee,
Skibbereen, Co. Cork. “Delighted
to win the scroll. GAELIC
SPORT is a great magazine. My
favourite players are Eddie
Keher, Charlie McCarthy, ¥ran-
cis -Loughnane, Willie Bryan,
Mick O’Connell and Kevin Jer
O’Sullivan.”

@ / like your choice. (J.M.)

Aidan Murphy, Ballyblood,
Tulla, Co. Clare. “If there is not
a Cut-out of a Clareman next
month all my friends are not
going to buy GAELIC SPORT
again.”
@ That's what I call pressure! You
are right, Aidan, it's past time we
honoured a Clareman. So, come on,
My, Editor. (I.M.)

Michael Canavan, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Co. Wicklow.
“Regarding the Carrolls All
Stars I think (1) The choice
should be made on a popularity
poll through a coupon 1in the
papers; (2) The teams should
play the All-Ireland champions in
Ireland; (3) Too many of the All-
Ireland champion teams are sel-
ected, i.e., Cork and Kilkenny
hurlers and Offaly footballers.”
® / think your first suggestion 1s
very good. (J.M.)

Gerard Tierney, Grollagh, Car-
rickaboy, Co. Cavan, “Watch Fer-
managh in the championship this
year. They have fine players In
Phil Sheridan, Ciaran Campbell,
Peter McGinity, Fionn Sherry
and veteran P. T. Treacy. They
will surprise a few good teams
this year.”
® | have noticed their consistent
improvement at all levels in the past
few vears. The start came with the
Vocational and Secondary schools
successes. (J.M,)

Patrick League, Ballina, Geas-
hill, Co. Offaly. “I think there
should be special enclosures for
children at all grounds. I will
give an example: my brother who
is eight was standing watching a
National League game recently.
The only time he could see the
ball was when it went high over
the bar, and that didn’t happen
often! So you see, one end of a
ground should be enclosed for

- Competition

HE winner of our “Pic-
ture Poser” competition
in March issue was JACK
NAUGHTON, BRACKAGH,
HORSE LEAP, MOATE, CO.
WESMEATH. Jack will re-
ceive a year’s free subscrip-
tion to GAELIC SPORT, be-
ginning with the May issue.
Congratulations Jack ! The
correct score was Tipperary
5-6, Kilkenny 3-6. Each entry
had the score correct, but
Jack’s was the lucky one.
This month turn to page
49 and read about another
great FREE competition,
This one is sponsored by
Bord Failte and readers of
all ages can enter. Show this
to your parents and get
them to enter also, Remem-
ber you can enter as many
times as you like provided
you do so on the official
entry form provided. Good
luck (J.M.)

children. Sure isn’t it towards
the young people the G.A.A.
should be looking.

Sean Gaughan, Moybridge,
Emyvale, Co. Monaghan. “The
attendance at provincial finals
would be greatly increased if
more comfortable accommodation
was offered. Take the Ulster
final in Clones last year on a very
wet day as an example.”

515

@& | acrec more stand accommoda-
tion at the major G.A.A. (indeed at
all county venues if possible) is re-
quired. (J.M.)

Joseph Woods, Cloneyogan,

Lahinch, Co. Clare. “I was
delighted to receive ‘“The Clash
of the Ash” specially auto-
graphed by R. Smith. It was a

very nice gesture on his part to
pay such a nice tribute to Junior
Desk.”

@ [t wasn't Raymond's first time to
pay us a tribute and it won't be
his last, we hope. (J.M.)

Terry Doyle, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Co. Wicklow.
“Give us a Cut-out of Noel Casey
the great Clare hurler.”

Anthony Clancy, Knockroe,
Ennistymon, Co. Clare. “The open
draw, if introduced, would not
help hurling at the momeént. It
would mean the end of the Mun-
ster Hurling Final.”
® Suil, 'm sorry the Open Draw

wasn't given a trial for 2 years at
least. (J.M.)

Michael Kirby, Lisnaley, Ros-
brien, Co. Limerick, “My Texaco
Award winners would have been
Pat Delaney and Willie Bryan.”
@ Still, it was hard to pass over that
prolific scorer, Eddie Keher. (].M.)

Paddy White, Inchbeg, Fresh-
ford, Co. Kilkenny. “Junior Desk
is great. Give us the Cut-outs in
colour.”

@ [sn't it time we started. The front
cover of the 6 All Stars from Cork
last month was fab. (J.M.)

Ciaran 6 Murchi, Glen Lodge,
Church Road, Greystones, Co.
Wicklow, “I hope Wicklow qualify
for Division 1 in the N.F.L.
Greystones are also doing well. I
scored a real flukey goal in the
last game but they all count don’t
they, thank God.”

@® You should be happy that Wick-
low have qualified. Yes, flukes all
count. (J.M.)

@® OVERLEAF
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® FROM OVERLEAF

Susan Condon (age 10), sister
of Carmel. “I go to Ballintotas
N.S. and play camogie for
Churchtown North under 15s. 1
have five sisters and three
brothers. Four of my sisters
play camogie with the big team.
Nora, my sister, is Secretary of
our club. We have four teams.
I go to a lot of matches in Cork.
They will win the All-Ireland this

year. My favourite stars are
Denis Coughlan, Con Roche,
Donal Hunt, Jimmy Barry-

Murphy, Liz Garvin and Mary
Salter (camogie). Mary is my
cousin and was captain of the
Cork junior team last year. We
have 30 Gaelic Sports altogether.
I hope I win a prize.”

® You do Susan—you win the
G.A.A. Kit Bag and I suppose vou'll
want a Cork one (J.M.)

Willie Fenton, Cloughnadro-

min, Ballysimon, Limerick, “Con-
grats on Junior Desk. It’s great
between the Cut-outs, competi-
tions and the Mailbag. My fav-
ourites are Pat Hartigan, Eamonn
Cregan, Tom Ryan, Charlie
McCarthy, Jack <Cosgrave and
Tony McTague.”
@ i gives me great pleasure to send
the good wishes of all Junior Desk
readers to Jack Cosgrave who was
injured in a shooting incident while
on Garda duty in Cork at Christmas.
We hope he is back in action soon
again. (J.M.)

Donie Hanrahan, Corracunna,
Mitchelstown, Co. Cork. “The
Carrolls All Stars idea is a great
one. I like the Pin-ups of the All-
Stars prepared by Carrolls and I
think the plaques presented to
the players super.”
® Yes, Carrolls do a fine presenta-
tion job and spare no expense. This
is in no small way due to their
excellent Public Relations Manager,
Mr. Patrick Heneghan. (J.M )

Kevin Gallen, Hazelwood,
Lough Gill, Sligo. “The letter
competition idea is fab. Our

G.AA. games have become
noticeably ‘“alrty”. 100 much
pusning, shoving, Kkieking, pull-
g, eic. 'I'oo many irees aiso.
What is wrong ? 1s it the rules,
the reterees or the piayers? Some
rules need changing. But in my
opinion the reterees are at tauit.
1 know a ret’s job is no easy one
but it is the most vital one on
the field of play. Here are a
tew suggestions.

Kirst of all a Referees Associa-

tion with branches around the
country. Ail referees obliged to
be members of this Association
which would organise courses on
physical training, interpretation
of rules, etc. All referees should
wear distinctive dress, i.€., all
black and umpires should have
power to report behind the play
scenes. Persistent niggling fouls
desérve the line. Too many
retired players become refs. It
should be a job for younger men.
Lastly I'd like to pay tribute to
the many dedicated referees who
have made our games so enjoy-
able down the years.”
@® Now there is a letter and a hall.
Would you believe the prize letter
this month. Kevin deserves his
prize of a new football for so many
greal ideas, (J.M.

t
Carmel Condon (Age 6), Bal-
lintotas, Castlemartyr, Co. Cork.
“Mick Malone is the best hur-
ler in Ireland. My brother James
(age 7) is helping me to write
this. Please print it.”
@ Delighted, Carmel. (1.M.)

S0 ends the Mailbag. The prize-
winning letters were from Kevin
Gallen (a new football) and
Susan Condon (a Cork G.A.A.
kitbag). Keep on writing but
please keep your letters short
and write on one side of the
page only. Write about anythimg
and we will keep up this *‘Prize
of the Month” for the best letter
received. My old team-mate
Frank Evers is opening a Sports
Shop in Galway very soon. It is
something new to see so many

G.A.A. stars entering the sports
shop business. I wish him every
success, Write then to—

Junior Desk,
Gaelic Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.

ANSWERS TO CAD IS
AINM Do

(1) W, Bryan (Offaly); (2)
Sean Murphy (Kerry): (3) Mick
Mackey (Limerick): (4) Pa Dil-
lon (Kilkenny); (5) Des Foley
(Dublin).

AN GUM

CEOL RINCE
NA hEIREANN

Cnuasach de 214 fonn
Gaelach idir Phoirt dhi-
balta, shingil agus luas-
caigh, rileanna agus
Cornphiopai, maille le
notai ar na foinsi as a
bhfuarthas iad, brollach
agus gluais.

BREANDAN BREATH-
NACH a chnuasaigh
agus a chuir in eagar.

Athchlé ar fail anois.
Praghas 80p

FOILSEACHAIN
RIALTAIS

An Stuara,
Baile Atha Cliath 1

Published by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd.. 32 Portland Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.
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ALLIED IRISH FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Carlow—135 Tullow St. Tel. 41248
Cork—25 South Mall. Tel. 25371
Drogheda—5 Pearse St. Tel. 8788
Dublin—36/37 Lr. Baggot St. Tel. 64611
Galway—>5 Eyre Square. Tel. 2048
Limerick—92 O'Connell St. Tel. 46211
Longford—34 Main St. Tel. 6553
Waterford—19 The Quay. Tel. 5433
London—32 Bruton St. W.1. Tel. 6258881

S fofe, it gl f fuarplegg tieg! PRfa i,
BOB FANNIN (.;H'l""i’




- Fine broadleaf tobacco-
 thereason for

the satisfying flavour of

Broadleaf cigarertes.
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Made by PJ.Carroll and Company Limited
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PACKETS CARRY A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING




