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GOD @® Rev. Alan Cruikshank, ex-teacher and accountant,
ordained Easter, 1970, at 45 years of age,
To help the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring Education, Health

and the Gospel to the millions of under-privileged in the world. Lack of

finance or education not necessarily an obstacle.

For advice write to :

REV. SEAN O’HANLON, M.S.C,,

MISSIONARIES OF THE SACRED HEART

g"-"ﬂtﬂl‘ﬂ Road Moyne Park “Woodview”
ork Tuam Mount Merrion Avenue
Co. Galway Blackrock, Co. Dublin
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ALL-IRELAND HURLING FINALS

i bPairc an Chrocaigh 5th September, 1971

#
SENIOR — 3.15 p.m.

TIOBRAID ARANN v CILL CHAINNIGH
MINOR — 1.30 p.m

CORCAIGH v CILL CHAINNIGH

ALL STANDS RESERVED AND TICKETS
HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED THROUGH THE
VARIOUS UNITS OF THE ASSOCIATION

General Admission: 40p ‘
ENTRANCES : '

To Ho g and Nally Stands—via Jones’ Road. |
To Cana d Terraces—via lane off Russel St. Bridge.

To Hill 6 rraces—via St. Joseph’s Avenue off Clonliffe Road.

To Cusack tand (Upper and Lower Decks)—via Belvedere lane

off St. James’ Avenue.
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(Ever since we opened our Branch in 1834)
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Standard Life =

ASSURANCE COMPANY OF EDINBURGH
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Dublin : 59 Dawson Street, 2 y
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Waterford: The Quay.
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o
all with that )‘
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Pasteur Cream-Cheese

They contain the vitamins necessary for

FITNESS AND VITALITY
and are SUPREME BODYBUILDERS

*  Your Loeal Grocer can supply you *

THE PASTEUR DAIRY

Depot :

19 PEMBROKE LANE, BALLSBRIDGE
DUBLIN Phone 680222
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GREYHOUND
RACING!

Gaelic Games and Greyhound Racing have one great thing In
common. Both sports have deep roots in Irish history and culture
and are an integral part of Irish sporting life.

Over one million people are thrilled annually by Ireland’s delight-
fully different after-eight entertainment, many of whom are staunch
football and hurling fans.

Why don’t you go Greyhound Racing at your local track. There
are 22 throughout Ireland.

Greyhound Race Tracks: Shelbourne Park, Harold’s Cross. Limerick, Dundalk,
Cork, Navan, Lifford, Mullingar, Longford, Clonmel, Thurles, Kilkenny, Ennis-
corthy, Tralee, Ballybunion, Waterford, Youghal, Galway—Celtic Park, Dunmore,
Dungannon, Derry.

Issued by Bord na gCon, Limerick.




More and more people
are moving to Allied Irish
Banks.

That's a fact.

And it’s all because we
don’t only deal with money.
We deal with people.

People like you.

People who need more
than just a bank account. And
more than just a cheque book.

With A.l:B. you get an
old—fashioned thing called
service. And that's why Ireland
Is going A.l.B.

How about you ?
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OUR front cover this month features the All-lreland Hurling
finalists, Tipperary and Kilkenny.
TIPPERARY—Standing (from left) : Noel Lane, Noel
O'Dwyer, Mick Roche, Seamus Hogan, John Kelly, Michael Keat-
ing, John Gleeson. Front (from left): Peter O'Sullivan, Len Gay-

nor

. P. J. Ryan, Tadhg O'Connor (capt.), Jimmy Doyle, John

Flanagan, Dinny Ryan, Francis Loughnane.
KILKENNY—Standing (from left): Pa Dillon, Willy Murphy,
Mossy Murphy, Martin Coogan, Frank Cummins, Eddie Keher,
" Ollie Walsh, Ned Byrne. Front (from left): Mick Lalor, Mick
Brennan, Pat Delaney, Kieran Purcell, Jim Treacy, Pat Lalor, Fran

Larkin. #

HEN it was announced re-

cently that a group of sports
journalists in co-operation with
P. J. Carroll and Company
Limited had planned to select
Ireland teams in hurling and
football (to whom Carrolls will
present All-Star awards), the
President of the G.A.A., Pat Fan-
ning, welcoming the project on
behalf of the Central Council,
said he hoped that sportsman-
ship would be a foremost con-
sideration in the assessment of a
player’s merits for selection.

We endorse the President’s
plea. Sportsmanship is a precious
part of any sport and, it may be
added, infringements of the code
are not confined to physical mis-
conduct on the field of play.

Rigid discipline is required to
maintain the desired standards,
for the line between legitimate
aggression and misconduct is nar-
row and fragile. Keen rivalry 1s
an essential part of competition;
the will (one of the most import-
ant components of success) 1s a
potent mixture of ambition and
aggressiveness. First. 1t is a men-
tal condition that is translated
into legitimate force on the field
of play. Which means, briefly,
“play it hard but play it fair”.

It is an edifying sight when
players who battle fiercely but
fairly during a match display
friendship for each other when
the action ceases. There was an
unforgettable example of this
after the recent Galway-Down
All-Ireland football semi-final
when the great Down forward,
Sean O’Neill, who had been well
beaten by Jack Cosgrove, put his
arms warmly around the Galway
full back’s shoulders. This was
no phonev gesture, like the per-
functory handshake that we see
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

so often between players who
have hacked each other merci-
lessly during the game. This was
the genuine article and its impor-
tance cannot be over-emphasised
because O’Neill is now a pro-
minent leader of youth in the
G.AA. o

There is an insidious brand of
bad sportsmanship which the
multitudes never witness. It 1s a
creeping disease which travels
verbally among players and sup-
porters when games are over. It
is a rotten mixture of calumny
and recrimination and its main
purveyors are players who cannot
accept a beating by better men.
That sentence manufactures caps
which will fit many. o

We have one instance in mind.
It concerns one of the recent pro-
vincial football finals. A player
of the losing team was very
quick to spread derogatory alle-
gations about the conduct of cer-
tain members of the winning team
—and he spread them among
players and supporters of the
county who were to play that
team in the All-Ireland semi-final,
thereby sowing dangerous suspl-
cion and implanting an explosive
element in what was likely to be
a tense game 1n any case.

Bad sportsmanship of that type
is worst than physical outbursts
on the field. It is usually the sign
of the bad loser, the player who
thinks that he and his team-
mates have some kind of provi-
dential right to be always the top
dogs.

To these persons we would
quote Christ’s words : “Let him
who is without sin amongst you
cast the first stone.”

Finally, a wish for a fine, sport-
ing All-Ireland hurling final be-
tween Kilkenny and Tipperary.
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ALL-IRELAND PREVIEW

THESE TERMS
LOOK

heard a Kilkennyman say be-

fore the Leinster final that it
was Kilkenny’s turn this vear. He
said it more like a man who be-
lieved implicitly in the thing
called the law of averages rather
than any particular gifts or
talents possessed by the repre-
sentatives of his county,

He was, I suppose, as much in
the dark at the time as most
people were about what kind of
team Kilkenny were about to
muster for the only group of
games that really matter in the
hurling year, when all’s said and
done. The League is a prestigious
competition now, of course, with
possible side stakes to add to its
attraction. But, the All-Ireland is
the thing.

Kilkenny have lived a life of
anonymity in the hurling sense
during the last two years — since
they took the All-Ireland of 1969
so much to Cork’s surprise. Last
yvear Wexford went on to repre-
sent Leinster — and not too 1m-
pressively at that. The result was
a kind of turning completely to
Munster for the best hurling
could offer.

Wexford were obviously In a
different class from Cork, on the
form of the All-Ireland final; and
Kilkenny seemed dormant at
least. When it came to the League
of this year it was a truly un-
Inspiring occasion at Thurles on
a soggy pitch when Tipperary

WELL MATCHED

By
JAY
DRENNAN
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Pat Lalor of

and Kilkenny met. Just then it
would have been a man of re-
markable Insight -— possibly
second sight — who would have
foretold that these were the
counties who would meet in
Croke Park on the first Sunday
of September.

Yet, that is the way of things.
In spite of failing to qualify at
all for the concluding stages of
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Kilkenny.

the League (though they will
point to very hard luck in that
Wexford match at Waterford)
Kilkenny were showing a bit
more interest in things by the
conclusion of the winter compe-
tition. As happened before, the
return of Ollie Walsh had a
psychological effect of great but
incalculable proportions. Even

® TO PAGE 8
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though Ollie knows very well
himself that the eye is slowing
just a fraction in picking up the
ball, the reactions a little more
sluggish in attuning to the mes-
sage of eye and mind, the whole
man g little tensed where before
he was just excited, he knows
what his presence means. There
is a belief in Ollie Walsh by Kil-
kenny folk that may make un-
reasonable demands but which is,
nevertheless, infectious both in
supporters and players.

So the Leinster final win over
Wexford was convincing and com-
plete. But, like Tipperary, Kil-
kenny have seen better days.
There are men on this team —
and they are good men — who
would not command a place
among the teams of the past. It is
a moderate enough side, but, like
Tipperary, it has that elusive
touch of class iIn certain roles.
Keher, the super opportunist, has
it; Ollie Walsh, of course: Frank
Cummins is rapidly developing
1t; Pa Dillon has always had it:
and Martin Coogan the most
thoughtful of all.

What lends interest to this All-
Ireland final is that the sides look
remarkably well matched, Neither
1s at the peak of its powers; they
both may be much better given
a little more time, They both are
teams some notches below the
great sides of these great hurling
counties. They both have a large
number of plavers who could be
classified as adequate or sound
inter-county men rather than out-
standing, And they both have a
sprinkling wof players with that
elusive quality of class. Which
makes the better blend?

There is an interesting ques-
tion too of approach to this game.
Kilkenny were consistently
beaten on the big ocecasion by
Tipperary for nearly fifty years
unti]l that memorable All-Ireland
final of 1967. All those years,
even when they turned out teams
with all the Kilkenny qualities of



Noel O’ Dwyer

skill and ball command, of sweet
striking and exquisite tlming,
they were unable to assert any
advantage against the direct,
physically powerful drive of the
Tipperary men. The two styles
seemed incompatible and 1t was
the Kilkenny one which failed
all the time. There had been
humiliating examples of 1t al-
ready in the 60s: the final of
1964; the League finals of 1964-5
and 1965-6: the Oireachtas finals
of 1964 and 1965.

All the time Kilkenny had been
trying to make their skills tell.
It was in 1967 finally that they
trained mind and body to an un-
yielding physical confrontation
letting the clashes to determine
themselves through the single-
mindedness of the dedication. It
was thus, by eschewing something
of their own natural tendencies
that they eventually broke the
hoodoo.

There has been no significant
meeting since then though when
they have met the emancipation
of Kilkenny has been clear
enough. But, now, the question
of the style for this final arises:
are Kilkenny to battle every ball
and forget all efforts to assert
the superior quality of their ball
play — if that can still be said
of the present generation? Should
they try to win this final in the
manner of 19677

If they try, I do not honestly
think they will succeed. It 1s a
case of horses for courses; and, 1if
Tipperary are to be overcome
now, it will be by too many Kil-
kenny men showing that they
possess the touch of class. Oh,
ves, of course, the others must
put every ounce into every fight

Francis Loughnane

for the ball, but it will swing on

' the ability of a few to establish

their skillful superiority over just
sound opponents,
The question of Henderson’s

P availability, and his fitness — for

absolute fitness plays a large part
in his ability to show his great
talent — is something that causes
worry. As it is the full-line in
defence 1is nicely tight: good
and down to earth skilful de-
fensive work by Larkin; and
Treacy in the corners, and the
oreat full-back Pa Dillon who
must try to dominate from that
zone to stamp his class on the
game,

Coogan, for whom you wouldn’t
give tuppence in an unimportant
club game, is the shrewdest, most
thoughtful and most thoroughly
succesful, All-Ireland hurler 1
can recall. T have accepted as a
hurling education the different
approaches and concepts of play
which he applies according to the
nature of the problemg his own
opponent and the opposing for-
wards in general pose.

Frank Cummins, now well fur-
nished with proof of his own
ability, can be a devastating in-
fluence in midfield, If he can do
that and gets adequate support,
the pressures on Tipperary to
switch their team will be crucial.

SNV

ARELY does a player galn

the maximum 10 points iIn
these ratings. This month the
honour falls on Tipperary’s
Michael Keating for his won-
derful scoring feats in the
Munster final against Limerick
and the All-Ireland semi-final
against Galway.

HURLING

(10) M. Keating ... Tipperary
(9) J. Connolly ...... Galway
(9) J. Flanagan ... Tipperary
(9) T. O’Connor ... Tipperary
(9) M. Butler ...... London
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It is unfortunate that Kilkenny
depend so much on Eddie Keher
in attack. Pat Delaney gets in-
splration from facing Tipp. and
he will need to for his form has
not been comforting. Young
Brennan is dashing and has the
ball skill at speed that might just
be the recipe to create an ad-
vantage. But, the attack, in
general, is unbalanced; so is Tip-
perary’s but, maybe not quite so
much — 1n other words Keating
could expect to get more help
even at the worst of times than
Keher. But, as against that, Keher
himself ig by far the more con-
sistent.

So, Tipperary might have an
edge in attack; Kilkenny will
need to have an edge in defence
and midfield. That is, I think, not
unreasonable to expect, especi-
ally with the dangerous weakness
under the dropping ball which
the Tipperary full-back line has.

M. Brennan

Pat Delaney

THE TOP TEN

(8) E. Keher ...... Kilkenny
(8) M. Roche ...... Tipperary
(8) M. Coogan... ... Kilkenny
(8) S. Kelly ......... Galway
(7) S. Foley ..... . Limerick
FOOTBALL
(9) R, Cummins ......... Cork
(9) J. Cosgrove ...... Galway
(9) T. J. Gilmore ... Galway
(9) P. McCormack ... Offaly

(9) A. McTague ...... Offaly

(9) K. J. 0’Sullivan ... Cork
(8) N. Clavin ........ . Offaly
(8) S. Leydon ........ . Galway
(8) G. Mitchell ......... Sligo
(8) M. Joyee .....iw Galway
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ONTIME AT A DINGERLY DEL.L-,

MAKE SURE YOUR ENGINE IS THRIVING
AND SARGLING ON GOODMILEACGESHELL..
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Jim Treacy

DON’T SELL JIM

URLING has never been a

game which gave all that
opportunity for defence men to
show their wares. Being the sort
of game it is, speedy, with a little
ball that flies at great speed
struck sweetly, and with the flow
and movement of the play so
much more rapid than the move-
ment of any single player, all
the emphasis is likely to be placed
on the attackers. They have the
glories to earn, the spectacular
things to do; they can use the
field more freely, choose their
shooting position.

But the back can often be con-
spicuous by looking a fool, and
only the few can look great by
controlling the play and the shifts
of the game in their own half of
the field. There are few of the
advantages to which football de-
fenders are accustomed; no ad-
vantage under the dropping ball
of being able to make the spec-
tacular catch and the thrilling
dash out with the ball.

Very seldom do they get the
chance of the intercept; more
often they stand the chance of
being caught between places
when the finishing stroke 1s
made, For these reasons I have
a secret admiration for all those
backs who seem to make so light
of their problems that they can

By JAY DRENNAN

TREACY SHORT

dominate the situation for long
periods. It can only be done by
real defensive skill and long-
learnt experience with a gener-
ous helping of thoughtful medI-
tation over the problems of back
play.

It is funny, too, that Kilkenny,
a county famed for so long for
the daintiness of her forward
play, the skill and ball-play of
her attacking, should have pro-
dused regularly a store of the
best backs in the game in the last
decade. It is especially unchar-
acteristic that the lists of fine
backs should so heavily outnum-
ber those of first-class forwards.

Eddie Keher and Tommy Walsh
apart Kilkenny have not produced
any outstanding forwards in a
decade. But, in that time she has
had many fine defenders and it
was they, really, who brought
whatever honours the county has
won,

The full-backs of the present
side are a good example of all
that I have been saying. Pa
Dillon is a magnificent player
with all the skills of the position
and a tremendous amount of
really fine hurling all-round
ability in his make-up, something
not alwavs noted in a full-back.
And, in the corners are two of
the kind of players which have

11

become the hallmark of Kilkenny
teams lately — close, neat, tidy,
expert at second-guessing the
opponent, quick to read the pull
and the break, aiways poised to
chip in and dispossess.

Jim Treacy, snorc and chubby,
grey as a badger, quite slow to
look at, 1s just the sort of player
you could sell short if you didn’t
know him, Many a corner man
with youth and speed on his
side has fancied his chances of
giving him the run-around and
never been able to explain why
he didn’t.

It was, of course, hard for
them to notice the specialist
technigue which has been applied
to the left-corner position by the
sound little man. Watech him
operate, Note how he moves
quickly in to the tackle at the

crucial moment; how he watches

the development of a movement
for several stages back, shifts
position a bit to cover the danger
as it changes and drives at dif-
ferent angles. Note how he gets
across to cover every time the
full-back is drawn out from his
place,

In particular, note the speed of
hig lift in a tight situation and
the near certainty that he will
get his puck away once he has
gained possession of the ball. It
is not his speed that carries him
clear; he does not have any great
speed. But, note how nicely
balanced he 1is, so that even
though he may look flat on his
vamps, he can make a quick
duck this way or swerve that
way to get him past a challenge
and into a piece of open space.

I do not suppose Jim Treacy
would qualify as being a great
striker of the ball, a flashy or
spectacular player of it, a speed
merchant, a master overhead or
on the ground. Nor, surely, would
anyone accuse him of being the

® TO PAGE 68
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Mick Roch

THE
BURDEN
ON
ROCHE
AND
KEATING

TO compare the present Tip-
perary team with those
great — perhaps unsurpassed —
teams of the early sixties would
not be quite fair. Now that they
have emerged from Munster, and
in a thrilling final at that, they
will be expected to measure up
to the status of the teams which
had John O’Donoghue at his
best; John Doyle, Michael Maher
and Kieran Carey; Mick Burns,
Tony Wall, Matt O’'Gara, Matt
Hassett or Len Gaynor; Theo
English and Mick Roche; Liam
Devaney, John McKenna, Jimmy
Doyle, Donie Nealon, Sean
McLoughlin, Michael Keating . . .
What teams they were!

It is difficult to know how any
champions ever could have been

By SEAMUS O BRAONAIN

so richly endowed as those of
Tipperary in that period, and,
in particular, when all those stars
showed their individual and cor-
porate powers together. For
their teamwork was always some-

"thing more than the sum of their

abilities—great as that was 1n
itself. d

It is, I say, not fair to compare
this team with them, but it will
be done. Many, both neutrals
who have little experience of
Tipperary's form in the few years
that they have been in something
of an eclipse, and their own
followers blinded to mundane
reality by the glorious image of
the past.

To set the present team in con-
text is my reason for referring at
all of the past glories of the Tip-
perary hurlers. Those teams of
the sixties conditioned Tipperary
people to expect nothing less
than greatness. They got 1t so
often that they have become
lulled into a sense of further
expectation, as though of right—
birthright almost.

But, no county can keep pro-
ducing all at the same time such
players, and any county should
be thankful to have even three
or four of calibre worthy of
matching with their’s. That 1is
reality as far as the present
side is concerned. They are quite
a good team as hurling teams go,
but they are no more than that.
They have room for improve-
ment, of course, and it is very
likely that the winning of the
Munster championship in such
testing circumstances will be a
vital stage in their growing up
to full hurling flower.

But, to be honest about it,
there are only a few players in
the present line-out who would
make their places secure in the
great Tipperary teams of the

13

early sixties. Roche, of course,
and Keating unless he fell into
one of his lapses of form. Who
else? Tadhg O’Connor might
give it a good try for right-half
back if Mick Burns were not in
top form; Len Gaynor would
challenge for left-half though
he was probably a more fluid
and spectacular player when he
was making his presence felt in
the last years of the Tony Wall
half-line.

That is the total of it. The team
is good, but nothing like invin-
cible. After all, it was significant
that thev were beaten in the
League final by Limerick, and
you could not say that 1t was
because they were surprised or
over-confident, since Limerick
had given them ample and re-
peated warning in the weeks
hefore.

Then, in the Munster final,
they were in the direst sort of
difficulties for a lot of the first
half; for the rest of 1t they were
only fighting a survival battle.
In the early part of the second
half the surge came and the
scores were got which would not
come (or they were unable to
score) in the League final at
the same time.

In the saddle now, with all
the Tipperary tradition behind
them, they ought to have capi-
talised on that situation of
Limerick’s doubt and despera-
tion. They tried honestly enough,
goodness knows, but they simply
were not able to pile in winning
scores that would have made
the thrilling tight finish an im-
possibility. That could never
have been the case with the
Doyle- Devaney-Nealon-McLough
lin-McKenna outfit. They would
have trampled all over the strug-
gling opposition.

® OVERLEAF
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They would have given an 1m-
pression of almost superhuman
strength, scope and power (and
they were not such massive men)
as they piled in again and again.
And the game would have been
won then and there.

But, if I paint such a picture,
how 1s it that Tipperary won at
all? Well, as I said, they are a
good enough sort of team; they
have even enough ability In
most places, good triers and
moderately skilful. Physically,
they are nothing to write home
about, but they will not be
pushed out of 1t by anyone
either. But, then Limerick had
all these things, and they had a
bhigger team, indeed, and one
which had reached a peak of
fitness and tremendous determi-
nation together with the know-
ledge that they were well able
for Tipperary, as the evidence
of multiple League victories
showed.

What swung the balance? Well,
it is simple really, yet inexplic-
able. Something we know when
we see it, yet cannot for the life
of us define it or tell its make-up.
It is the same thing that allowed
Down eviscerate the massive and
well-prepared Derrymen on the
very same day. It is that touch
of CLASS.

Tipperary would be a team of
“gerubbers” but for that touch
of class. It exists in two of the
very few hurlers now playing
who have that quality. You know
__Christy Ring had it in abun-
dance; Mick Mackey had 1t; the
Rackards had: Eddie Keher has
it . . . and Mick Roche and
“Babs’’ Keating have it.

Keating is enigmatic; he looks
quite ordinary for several games;
then he plays a game of scope
and concentration which only one
of the true greats could imagine.
Roche, is another case entirely;

® TO PAGE 65



TADHG O'CONNOR:

A HURLER

HE story of the rise of Tadhg
O’Connor to the status of
Tipperary hurler was forced on
the selectors and the followers
by the rise of Roscrea to be a
power in the land. Tadhg
O’Connor was one of the stars
of the rise, as were Francis
[.oughnane, Tadhg Murphy,
Patsy Roland, Donie Moloney,
Joe Tynan, Jack Hannon and, of
course, the long-established

Kieran Carey.

It took a while for the estab-
lishment in Tipperary to accept
the new power shift; it always
does, I suppose, in a county so
oripped in the ascendancy of
clubs from a particular area. In
Tipperary power had resided so
long in the mid-Division that it
was a tremendous wrench to
accept that Carrick Davins were
the best in the county for a time.
But, in 1969 and 1970 to witness
the overwhelming defeats of
Davins by Roscrea, with Thurles
Sarsfields and the rest well down
the list by that reckoning, was
a difficult thing to adjust to.

There was a slowness, perhaps,
in reacting, followed by over-
reaction. It is argued fairly freely
that had Francis Loughnane been
brought on to the Tipperary
team at half-time or soon after
in 1968 that Wexford would
never have won. I believe that 1t
is true. But, it is also irrelevant

now.

OF NEW STATURE

In the aftermath of that dis-
aster and the subsequent retiral
of many of the remaining great
players of the era then closing,
the selectors turned urgently to
Roscrea. O’Connor was thrust
into the side, as were Loughnane
and Roland and Hannon. It was
certainly a case of being thrown
in at the deep end. A new side
being rebuilt, yet the thought of

the old one governed what Tip-
perary expected. Instant success.

Loughnane had the confidence
of being close to the side for a
time and his successful few
minutes in the heel of the hunt
in the All-Ireland final was suffi-
cient to show him that he had
the ability. But, Tadhg O’Connor
had a tough time, Not immedI-
ately able to capture the club
form for which he has been not-
able, either at midfield or in the

half-backs, he struggled and
tried, but failed to please.
Prolonged and  reasonable

trial was unavailing and the lad
was now dogged with a sense of
inferiority in inter-county play.
A break—he was dropped. Later
he came back and was still strug-
gling. Then, quite suddenly, he
had the success he needed. And
when better than in the Munster
final? Things began to go right
for him at the beginning of last
year’s final, and when he found
them going right he had the
gumption to take the tide at the
flood. He tried other things that
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By
JAY DRENNAN

had always gone wrong and now
bullied them into going right.

The man who plays his streak
of luck to the utmost is to be
admired: O’Connor did and he is
a hurler of new stature since. A
period of injury and loss of
form this year has only partially
restrained him, and by the end of
this year’s Munster final he was
again in the saddle and nearing
his best. The Croke Park game
should suit him, for he plays the
ball on its merits. Further, 1if
he marks Eddie Keher, he will
have a weighty responsibility,
but his closeness is of the com-
hative kind and should see him
as successful as anyone can be
against Keher, who knows better
than anyone how to play the
percentages and make them pay.

Like most wing-backs, Tadhg
O'Connor is tidy and neat and
balanced, quick on his feet and
full of energy. You cannot afford
to be the statuesque type of
wing-half. His urgency carries
him forward rather than com-
mitting him to a destructive and
negative role. So when the
break comes, he is usually the
one pursuing the ball out from
the ruck. If he lacks the edgy
speed of the real champions he
overcomes that well at wing-half
which suits him well. And with
Roche to improvise and encour-
age with insolence, O’Connor
seems to play all the better.

— - — - - -
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Len Gaynor

IT is funny, somehow, with all

the exciting possibilities of new
faces that we have had over the
last few months that it should be
back again to the old familiar
Kilkenny-Tipp palring for the
f'nal. On the surface, that is. For
we should have bargained for
the fact that much of the expeec-
tancy about newcomers and thelr
potentialities had only to go
fractionally astray and we were
stuck with the old timers,

I think there is a bit of a
feeling of let down around the
country about this final, rather
unfairly let it be said, for the
sense of anticipation had been a
little unreasonably raised with a
thrill of novelty. Mostly, thous-
ands will be mourning Limerick;
some will be regretting Offaly’s
or Galway's absence; many others
thought Wexford were bringing
some order into the chaos which

P, R}‘aﬂ

THE DAY TIPP
BOUNCED BACK

has surrounded their develop-
ment of overflowing talents.
But, in the aftermath, why
blame Tipperary (the main whip-
ping boys because of their defeat
of Limerick) and Kilkenny who
zre here in the final strictly on
merit and by applying the best

of their ability when it was most

needed.

Somehow, nearly as much has
been said in the past weeks about
why Limerick did not come out

of Munster as why Tipperary did.

It was, of course, a tragedy for
the Limerick players and their
hungry supporters. But, it was a
joy to Tipperary the depth of
which has not been properly ap-

preciated because of the apparent

ever-presence of the blue-and-
gold on big occasions.

Tipperary were, in fact, rather
in the position of Kerry. They
had begun to wonder at their
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By JIM BENNETT

own ability; begun to doubt that
something might have gone
wrong in the genes of the later
generations. The constant tradi-
tion of Tipperary’s facility in
breeding champion hurlers had
taken a severe rap or two in the
last few years. It is hard to
realise that the last time they
won the All-Ireland wags in 1965
(and, 1lncidentally, hard also to
appreciate that 1967 was the last
time we had a Tipp-Kilkenny
final). They took a drubbing from
Limerick in the very first round
in 1966; Kilkenny broke a life-
time bogey 1n 1967; they won
Munster but had a humiliating
experience which seemed to cast
doubt on thelr morale and viril-
ity in the 1968 final against
Wexford.

The next year was one they
would like to forget, for there
was utter despair in the broad
acres of the county after the
poor effort against Cork. Last
year, at least, there was a re-
vival of pride in the understand-
ing that by running Cork to a
whisker they had shown that
better times might be round the
corner.

The Oireachtas win was balm
to hurt feelings; 1t restored
some of the spring into footsteps
that had been heavy and labor-
ious. What if the League game
was lost to Cork — it was a close
run thing, and there were com-
bative days ahead in the cham-
pionship against the ould enemy.

But, then Limerick beat them
in their ordinary League round;
caught on hop, obviously. Then
Iimerick beat them in the play-
off — heavens, was it possible
they hadn’t the stuff in them
after all. And Limerick beat them
in the League final after the
false glories of the Cork semi-
final, so all was in the meltinJ
pot again. Tipperary people, I
tell you, had a lot at stake in that

® TO PAGE 68
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Ed;:."if’ Keher

EDDIE KEHER is proving very
target conscious in the cur-
rent Championship. Indeed, he
has already scaled one new peak
in that his score of 2-18 (24
points) in two matches, which
earns him ranking as the top
scorer in the Leinster campaign,
is a personal best for the Eastern
ceries. This is three points more
than his previous top score for
Leinster of 3-12 in two games in
1967.

The latest achievement by the
ever-vigilant Rower-Inistioge
score-getter supreme raises the
possibility of the All-Ireland
senior final being marked by a
noteworthy individual scoring
barrage. The extra twenty
minutes playing time should, in
theory, increase the prospects of
a spectacular “hit”, but in fact,
the first 80 minutes decider last
year failed by a margin of three
points to produce a new record in
this regard.

Charlie McCarthy finished the
top scorer in that clash of Cork
and Wexford with 1-9. His score
just pipped a tally put up as far
back as 1957 for second place in
the chart of individual scoring
returns in finals during the
period 1955 to 1970 inclusive.

Leading the way is Eddie
Keher with a classic display of
skill and dexterity that yielded
a magnificent total of 0-14, ten
points from frees, in the win
over Waterford in 1963, the year
he won the first of his three All-
Ireland senior medals. Under-

4 KEHER SCALES NEW PEAK

By OWEN McCANN

-

INDIVIDUAL SCORING CHART

Here are the leading individual scoring returns in All-Ireland

Senior Hurling finals since 1959.

14 0-14 E. KEHER (Kilkenny) v Waterford 1963
12 1-9 C. MeCARTHY (Cork) v Wexford 1970
11 2-5 M. KENNY (Kilkenny) v Watertord 1957
10 010 J. DOYLE (Tipperary) v Kilkenny 1964
10 3-1 E. O'BRIEN (Cork) v Wexford 1970
9 1-6 C. McCARTHY (Cork) v Kilkenny 1969
9 3-0 S. POWER (Waterford) v Kilkenny 1963
9 0-9 J. DOYLE (Tipperary) v Dublin 1961
9 0-9 PADGE KEHOE (Wexford) v Tipperary 1960
9 3.0 *T. O’CONNELL (Kilkenny) v Waterford 1959
9 1-6 P GRIMES (Waterford) v Kilkenny ... 1957

*Drawn Final

e

Charifﬁ Mr.’?ﬂ?'.i'h.};‘

standably, the fluent-striking Kil-
kenny hurler finished top scorer
for All-Ireland in the champion-
ship series that season with 2-25
(31 points) in three engage-
ments, the only year so far in
which he filled that role.

With so many great scores 10
his credit, totals like 2-7 against
Dublin in this year’s Leinster
semi-final at Carlow, and 1-9

19

against Wexford in a National
League play-off at Waterford
last May, it is surprising that the
Kilkenny ace commands only
one place in the chart of the top
eleven scores in finals in the
period under review. His best
since the 1963 record was put up
in 1969 at a modest enough 0-8
in the win over Cork. He had his
lowest score in 1964, when he
shot 0-2 against Tipperary.
Charlie McCarthy’s jump to
second place last year also ear-
ned for the Cork man a share
with Jimmy Doyle (Tipperary) in
a record. These are the only hur-
lers to figure twice in the chart.
MecCarthy first made the scene

® TO PAGE 23
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By OWEN McCANN

All-Ireland final could
well set the most fitting seal
of all on 1971 as the year of
Michael “Babs” Keating. All
season he has been walking tall,
lacing his skills and wholehear-
ted endeavour on the football
and hurling fields with a con-
sistent standard of high-level
performance +that has hardly
been equalled, and certainly not
bettered, by any athlete in the
land.

And his considerable talents
have had so much to do with
Tipperary’s achievement in al-
ready clinching an outstanding
titles double. This is the National
Football League Division II title,
carrying with it the bonus of
a place among the football elite
In the 1971-72 competition, and
the Munster Senior Hurling
Championship.

Keating’s return to the hurling
team after concentrating for
some months on inter-county
football was one of the best
things that happened to Tip-
perary in the ancient code this
year. He had only a few come-
back games to his credit when he
sent Tipperary fans home delight-
ed and greatly impressed from
the National League semi-final
in Limerick in May with a power-
packed performance that well

KEATINGS TALENT

BLOOMS AGAIN

and truly knocked Cork off their
throne.

Many argue, in fact, that the
burly Grange-Ballybacon man
turned on in that game an in-
dividual show unsurpassed in
hurling in modern times. Cer-
tainly, one thing is beyond dis-
pute—the pace, power and class
he exhibited in such exciting
measure against Cork had all the
hallmarks of an artist supremely
in command of his role, and must
have given Tipperary hurling a
tremendous uplift at the right
psychological moment. Prior to
that win, Tipperary were twice
beaten, of course, by Limerick
in the League,

Limerick made it a wunique
treble over the competition
specialists in the League final,
but Michael Keating saw to it
that his county took ample
revenge 1n that exhilarating
Munster decider at Killarney.
Praise, and rightly so, the sheer
magic of Mick Roche’s hurling,
the power of Len Gaynor, the
progressive work of John Flan-
agan, who also hit that dramatic
winning point, but it was still
the persistence and shooting
power of their 27-year-old dual-
star that really turned the key
to a first title since 1968 for
Tipperary.

Two great

goals from |his
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huriey early on in the second
half, and a third about 15 minu-
tes from the final whistle were
invaluable stimulants in power-
ing Tipperary along the victory
trail.

This current wonderful form,
allied to all his class and great
experience, marks out Michael
Keating as a threat that Kil
kenny cannot afford to overlook
for a second. But then the Lein-
ster title-holders probably ap-
preciate this better than most,
for it was only at the dawn of
his senior inter-county career
that this Tipperary ace left high
Kilkenny hopes in tatters in the
1964 All-Ireland final.

AS a minor he had the some-
what surprising lack of fortune
for a Tipperary hurler of appear-
ing in no fewer than three All-
Ireland finals (1960, 1961 and
1962) without winning a single
medal. However, he had a full
measure of compensation for
those earlier disappointments on
his debut in a senior decider in
that 1964 clash with Kilkenny.
who were defending champions.

Keating injured his right wrist
in an accident on the day be-
tore the final, but that still did
not stop him from producing
the goods in the No. 12 jersey
in sparkling fashion, and with
an exactness that paid rich divi-



‘Tipperary have gone
from strength
to strength since

his comeback’

dends for his team, and marked
him out as the outstanding figure
of that game.

Understandably enough, Keat-
ing was honoured by Munster in
the 1965 Railway Cup hurling
series, won by Leinster, but sub-
sequently, he lost his form and
his place in the Tipperary team.
He did not play in the winning
All-Ireland final side of 1965, but
later that month figured in the
1965 League final win over New
York. He was in the Tipperary
teams that lost the 1967 and 1968
All-Ireland finals, and collected
another League medal in 1968,
again against New York.

The versatile Tipperary man
won  interprovincial  hurling
medals in 1968 and 1970, and he
has also, of course, been honour-
ed many times by the South in
the football series. Munster how-
ever, have not won that title since
back in 1949.

This year Michael Keating’s
talents look to have burst into
full flower. Tipperary have gone
from strength to strength since
his comeback to their side in
the spring, and gifted as he is
with his team-spirit, confidence,
that thundering shot, and a flair
also at present for consistently
getting among the scores, he
could well tilt the balance for
the Munster Champions.
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® FROM PAGE 19

in 1969 with 1-6 in that clash
with Kilkenny. He was the ace
marksman in the decider that
year, and SO ranks as the only
player to earn that position in
deciders on successive years.

Jimmy Doyle had his most pro-
ductive hour in the scoring line

against Kilkenny in 1964 with a
collection of ten points from
frees. Just ten years ago, the
Tipperary sharpshooter Janded
0-9 against Dublin.

Mick Kenny held down the No.
9 spot until last year as a result
of his fine score of 2-5 for Kil-
kenny in their 1957 win over
Waterford. That was somewhat
a vintage year scorewise, as
Phil Grimes led the way for the
Southerners with 1-6.

Eddie O’Brien’s feat in finding
the way to the net three times
Jast vear (the Cork man also hit
a point for good measure) was
not all that unusual. In that

record-making 1963 final Seamus
Power took some of the scoring

light from KXeher with three
goals, and in 1959, Terry O’Con-

nell notched 3-0 for Kilkenny
in a draw with Waterford.

0’Connell is the third Kilkenny
hurler in the panel—a record for
any county. Cork also boast three
entries, but, of course, Charlie
McCarhy commands two of those
places.

Galway’s only appearances in
the concluding round in the
period were against Wexford in
1955, and Tipperary in 1958. In
that 1955 match Paddy Egan
registered the best Western score
at 2-1.

The 1955 decider featured two
of the greatest score-takers of
them all, Nick Rackard, of Wex-
ford and Christy Ring, of Cork.

They shared the ton mark for
the tie with amazingly enough
exactly the same score of 1-5.
Wexford won the tie.
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PERSONAL

DAN Stapleton, who captained
Kilkenny to the county’s
second All-Ireland success, away
back in 1905, was a close friend
of my family in the Marble City
away back in the glorious years
of the fight for national indepen-
dence.

It was from him I learned
much about the traditions of
hurling, and he was undoubtedly
my boyhood sporting hero, and
when he visited our house I was
fascinated by his stories of the
rise of Kilkenny to national fame
with the Caman.

Many years have passed since
those happy carefree days but I
still remember much of what he
told me about a remarkable spell
in the story of hurling by the
Nore.

His pride in his native Kil-
kenny suffered its first set-back
when as a student at Rockwell
in 1898, a Clare lad, Tim Collison,
said to him just before the All-
Ireland final that “poor Kilkenny
hadn’t got a chance against
Tubberadora.” And so it turned
out. Kilkenny had in six years
appeared in the final four times
and were beaten on each occas-
ion.

Dan vowed that one day Kil-
kenny would just have that
chance—and it came earlier than
he expected. Tullaroan, captained
by Jer Doheny, had won the
1903 Leinster Champlonship.
Meantime, a young team, Erin’s
Own, had sprung up in the city,
which Dan joined on leaving

23

OF OLDEN HEROES

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH wmmunmin

PRI IR nnmn=
] L—

MEMORIES

F

Rockwell, and they created a
great surprise by winning the
county title. As a result, Biddy
Lanigan, Tom Kenny and Dan
were drafted on to the county
side. This fresh blood infused
a new life into Kilkenny and
helped in shaping the side that in
the next ten years won the All-
Ireland title on seven occasions,
and the inter-provincial Railway
Shield outright from the pick
of Munster.

Hurling enthusiasm knew no
bounds in those days and people
flocked from all sides simply to
see the brilliant caman wielding
of the stars.

Dan spoke feelingly of some
of them—NMatty Gargan, with his
piston-like grab and low, left-
handed drive of unerring accu-
racy towards the posts. Jack
Anthony of Piltown, whose wrist-
controlled shot has not been sur-
passed, and only equalled by
Matty Power. John Power of
Piltown, whose puck-outs from
goal have yet to be excelled—on
several occasions at Jones’ Road,
from the Canal end, John put
the ball over the goal line at
the Railway end. Then there were
Dan Kennedy, Erin’s Own; Tom
Murphy, Three Castles and Tom
Semple, Thurles, all stars of the
seventy vards. The two former
on one occasion, tied in the rise
and strike of the hurling at Kil-
kenny sports with a distance of
129 vyards—Dan winning the
puck-off with 131 yards.

Then there was Jack Rochfort

® TO PAGE 45
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g0OST FOR CLUB DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

Waterford Glass

invest £5,000

R. PAT FANNING, Presi-

dent, accepted on behalf of
the G.A.A., a presentation of a
£5,000, long-term interest-free
loan from Waterford Glass Ltd.,
at a recent function in the
Ardree Hotel, Waterford. Mr.
Patrick  McGrath, Chairman,
made the presentation on behalf
of Waterford Glass Ltd.

Accepting the presentation,
Mr. Fanning said: “The G.A.A.
Club Development Scheme was
introduced over a year ago. Its
purpose was the creation of a
fund from which clubs would bor-
row to finance approved plans
for developments of social
centres, the better to serve and
meet the cultural and social, as
well as the athletic needs of
G.A.A. members, their families
and, indeed, the needs of the
community, the parish, the dis-
trict in which the club is rooted.
Moneys borrowed would be re-
paid at a low rate of interest
over a maximum period of five
years, thus ensuring a constant
renewal of the fund and a con-
tinuing service to the clubs.

“Simple in concept and design,
it was, nonetheless, a bold and
imaginative 1dea, a new depar-
ture in G.A.A. thinking and
planning, an act of faith in the
future of the Association and,
above all, an outstanding exer-
cise in self-help. It was an idea
that deserved to succeed through
the enthusiasm of our member-
ship and the wonderful co-opera-
tion of people generally, it has

commanded that success. Already
close on £250,000 has been in-
vested in the scheme, a figure
that far outstrips the target set
for the first year of operation.
Clubs in each of our thirty-two
counties have taken units. Indi-
viduals, many of them non-
members of the Association, have
invested.

“But perhaps the most encour-
aging, and the most significant
feature of this success story has
been the readiness with which
major industrial concerns in the
country have identified with, and
made considerable investments
in, the Development Scheme.

“Here was reflected and em-
phasised the quite natural, essen-
tial connection there 1is, and
should be, between a national
organisation, dedicated to the
preservation of our Irish way of
life, and Irish industry.

“It is particularly significant
that Waterford Glass Ltd., whose
product required, first of all, the
restoration of an old tradition,
a lost skill, and whose growth
is one of the great success stories
of modern Ireland, should now
identify, in a generous and prac-
tical way, with the G.A.A. plan
to brighten the Irish scene
through the G.A.A. club.

Mr. Patrick W. McGrath,
Chairman, Waterford Glass Ltd,,
said: “Waterford Glass has
played a significant part in the
industrial development of our
country, and it is particularly
fitting that we should be asso-
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ciated in advancing the aims of
the G.A.A. which, for so long,
has played such a vital part In
the revival and advancement of
our national games.

“Waterford Glass has been
involved in sponsoring various
organisations in all the different
fields of sport and, naturally, as
a sportsman and one keenly in-
trested in all aspects of Irish
sport, it is with great pleasure
that 1 present this cheque to the
President of the G.A.A. I hope it
will go a long way to helping
the G.A.A. in its plans to develop
clubs throughout the country,
and I am sure the Association
will be all the more widely
supported now that 1t has
broadened its base.”
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THE HATCHETY

C{}NTESTS of high emotional,
mental and physical stan-
dard: that's what all real cham-
pionship games are. From each
there is a lesson to be learned if
we can see it and in each there
comes the unexpected in big
way or small.

That day in Killarney when the
Reeks sobbed down on the lot
of us and the rivulets ran down
my spine, was one of these con-
tests that live in memory and
paint perhaps a picture for to-day
. . . again if we can see it.

Before the game, although I
give place to none in respect
for Tipperary, I thought it was
Limerick by a shade. Cork were
bad and they had beaten us by
only two points but on the day
it should have been more. Still
Cork were short five of last
year’s selection and were playing
a few crocked men. Limerick
were obviously no world-beaters
but more than one ordinary team
has won the blue riband.

It was Limerick’s fitness that
won me. They had the dash and
the fire; the ability to sustain
these would be compensation
enough for any lack of hurling
ability. The All-Ireland was
another thing and I fancied Kil-
kenny then, but surely they
would scrape home in the Mun-
ster championship.

I don’t say that the full
Limerick team were mediocre

Eamonn
Young

By
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Donie Nealon (left) . . . now Tipperary's

hurlers. Some of them are in the
star class but there were not
enough stars and there were too
many honest run-of-the-mill hur-
lers whose potential was fully
exploited by good training and
fighting hearts.

That’s why they didn’t destroy
Cork and that’s why they ran
around Tipp. in the first half in
Killarney. They were yards faster
at times and I saw Donie Flynn
dash to a ball, get it, fall in pos-
session and get up again to strike
before anyone got near him. I
said then to my friend, “There
will be only one team in this
with twenty minutes to go and
it won’t be Tipp.”

That first half showed Limerick
plainly superior but that domin-
ance was not proved in figures
and so they had to start all over
again in the second half. It
reminded me of the Munster
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shrewd team manager.

football final seven days earlier
when at the interval, the King-
dom had only four points over
Cork after forty minutes of
reasonable superiority. Limerick
had only six points clear with the
srimmest part of the journey
still to come.

It is true to say that we saw
the real Tipp. only in the second
half. Men like Mick Roche.
Francis Loughnane, John Flana-
gan and Mick Keating were quiet
enough in the first half; after the
interval they went to town and
those boys can travel. Tadhg
O’'Connor, Len Gaynor, Noel
O’Dwyer and Dinny Ryan had
been playing steadily throughout
and these complemented the
efforts of the awakened men.

Apart from releasing Mick
Keating to the freedom of the
corner after forty minutes of Pat

® TO PAGE 29




Goulding
trikes oil!

Revolutionary new fertiliser discovery by
Goulding sold to aTexas oil company

One of the most important an-
nouncements made recently
by the Goulding Group con-
cerned the sale by Goulding
of the patents for a newly
developed process for manu-
facturing highly concentrated
fertiliser to Pennzoil United
Inc., the multi-million-dollar
Texas o1l and mining corpor-
ation, who also produce fertili-
ser raw materials.

This new development in
tertilisers, Marina Salt, has
been discovered by Goulding
m Ireland after years of in-
tensive research. A develop-
ment of considerable signifi-

This is the kind of
endeavour that the Goulding
(sroup are able to bring about
by constant application in the
tields of research and develop-
ment. It points the way
Goulding are going 1n Irish
industry. Other companies in
the Group are showing in
their diverse fields a steady
confident progress. These are
the vouthful, progressive
Group members, who have
made thewr presence ftelt in
recent vears, bringing about

- something of a transforma-

tion in the Group which is
still going on. Keep watching...

cance for world crops, it gives the highest concentration
of phosphates and potash ever achieved in any fertiliser.

In addition, it provides o fertiiser which 1« chlorine "' i@ Goulding G
B T ik S € Goulding Group
_ &
of Companies

Goulding Fertilisers Ltd. Rionore of Kilkenny
Waterford Sack & Bag Company Ltd. (Handmade Jewellery)
Goulding Building Ltd. Goulding Properties Ltd
Goulding Horticulture Ltd,

W. & H. M. Goulding I.td,, Fitzwilton House, Wilton Place, Dublin 2
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Hartigan, the arrival of very
strong, heavy Roger Ryan saw
the sliotar staying more around
the square. All forwards like to
see the ball broken around the
square for the advantage then
lies with the scorers. The back
has little chance to slap it away
any great distance while the
forward has only to drive it ten
yards past a goalie often un-
sighted. Bustling men of strength
are thus useful in the square and
just now I see Roger Ryan as a
suitable opponent for Pa Dillon,
with a lot of lively boys cutting
in for the broken ball.

Limerick had a spot of rough
luck in that at least two of the
important men were off form.
A full fifteen will never play
really well and one can only hope
that the few who are below form
won’t be very bad or very vital
Unfortunately for Limerick, a
couple of these were, and that
too must be remembered when
we assess Tipp.

So the Munster champions of
71 beat a team which at its best
i1s not, In my opinion, a real
champion side, by which I mean
a selection which 1s capable of
winning a couple of All-ITrelands
on the trot or two out of three.
Also, that side was, on the day,
below its best and still it nearly
won.

Tipp., on the other hand, have
a real steady side with about
seven who, on their day, are
above average inter-county abil-
ity. A couple of them are
capable of winning games on
their own. Add to this the men
behind the team, Ossie Bennett,
Jerry Doyle, Donie Nealon, Theo
English and the rest. Not all
selectors and trainers are good
and quite a number of them
become subject to a steadily-
rising brain-storm an hour before
the game—and come up with
delightful solutions after it’s
over. But Tipp. back-room boys
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Kilkenny and Michael Maher of Tipperary.

seem to be with it. I didn’t
approve either of Donie Nealon’s
hall-juggling in Killarney, but his
presence of mind does invite
respect. The good selector is the
man who does the right thing ¥or
his team—within or without the
rules—ON THE SPOT and not
over a drink three hours later.

Tipp. have a lot to recommend
them for this final. I thought that
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Kilkenny would be beating Lim-
erick to-day, but instead of pups
on the boreen we’ll be seeing a

lot of old dogs, plus a few hungry
young ones, on the hard roads

from Nore and Suir. The side
which gets its leader on to the
stand after the game will prob-
ably be that which feels most
the truth in “Die dog or eat the
hatchet.”
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* You're better-

Everybody wants to win...no-
body wants to lose and a draw
means that you have only a fifty-
fifty chance of surviving next
time out.

Life is exactly like that; every-
body wants to win but remember

the old saying “It’s tough at &
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saving | &5

and your family is by starting a
regular savings plan and stick-
ing to it. So get into training now
... put something aside week by
week or month by month and no
matter how the team fares you'll
always be on the winning side.

Is dian an iomafocht an saol ach

24 1S FEARRDE THU AN COIGILT

An Coiste Coigiltis Néisiunta/National Savings Committee, 72-76 St. Stephen’'s Green, Dubliin 2.



HURLING NEEDS

LIMERICK

URLING has been so tightly

gripped by about four teams

in recent years that neutrals will

look upon Limerick’s defeat in

the Munster final with disappoint-
ment.

For hurling needs Limerick. S0
much was promised by their
National League win and subse-
quent championship success over
All-Ireland champions Cork that
not alone was their emergence
seen as a fillip to young hurlers
in their own county but an In-
centive to hurlers in Galway and
Offaly who must have despaired
of ever making a breakthrough.

To be sure Limerick have set
the seeds for future success. But
they will need care. For newness
can also be the seed of unpre-
dictability. And in a province
that has produced the greatset
hurling and hurlers of our time
there can be little room for in-
consistency.

It is no reflection on Kilkenny
to say that if Limerick had
emerged they would have stood
more than an outside chance of
taking the All-Ireland title. In my
opinion only the puck of a ball
stood between them and that
possibility,

As it is they have done remark-

ably well, Their displays in the
championship confirmed that
their League success was no
fluke, And indeed it may well be
that, satisfying as that victory
was, it also contributed to their
downfall in the championship.

They had beaten Tipperary
three times in the League. And
Tipperary are too long on the
road, too tempered by the rigours
of championship hurling not to
have learned from those experi-
ences,

They knew where Limerick’s
strength and weaknesses lay, and
if they did not fully plug their
own weaknesses they had men
like Mick Roche and Michael
Keating who did more than two
men’s share to offset these de-
ficiencies,

Cork had no such experience,
and paid the price. It may also
be true to say that Galway and
Kilkenny would also have fallen;
and of the two the match with
Galway would have been the
tougher. For Galway would have
seen Limerick as something
nearer their own style and ex-
perience, and would have drawn
on the southerners’ success fo
reinforce their own confidence.

But. vou know, the arguments
that followed the Munster final
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By SEAN RICE

about Tipperary’s switching of the
ball for vital frees is typical of
what can be culled by hardened
mentors,

It may be unfair, and Limerick
people have a right to feel that
they were outwitted by the Tip-
perary mentors rather than out-
played by their hurlers. But it is
an indication of the depth of
thought of the men behind the
Tipp team. In football, Down and
Galway have shown this flair on
more than one occasion.

The trouble is that all this must
surely have an adverse effect on
immature teams like Galway and
Limerick who have not the hur-
ling tradition of Cork and Tipp.

If the game was as widespread
as football the weaker teams
would have a better chance of
sycceeding. Limerick have shown
that they are not very far behind
the best teams, but it remains to
be seen if they can retain the
same fire and enthusiasm that
was so much part of their league
success.

It would be a pity if hurling
were to lose Limerick again. The
greatest field game in the world
needs Limerick and Galway.
Strange, that great as it is, hurl-
ing is not the most popular even
in its own home,




INSTALL
ot Water
in the

The special Dairy Heater as shown here is
ideal for the man with pipeline milking
plant who is interested in acidified clean-
ing. It was designed by Loheat Ltd. to
provide water near boiling point—which
kills bacteria and puts you in a position to
qualify for your clean milk bonus. In three
capacities: 15, 25, and 35 gallons.

10 GALLON
BURCO BOILER

A general purpose water
heater which gives hot
water at temperatures up
to boiling point. It is
particularly suitable for
the bucket-type milking
machine, or circulation
cleaning.
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Other heaters are also available from
the ESB to provide the dairy with
water at temperatures ranging from
140°—170°F (60°—76.7°C).

SERVICE CENTRE
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Yes, a half is

a long time
in some games

THERE was something about

them that caught the eye
and I suppose because I had
little else to occupy my mind on
that fine summer’s afternoon as
I walked along Jones’s Road to
Croke Park, I found myself
watching them—and enjoying 1it.

They had the proud country-
man’s walk, that confident step
you used to get years ago on a
country road before the world
got drunk on petrol and went
mad with motor cars.

For as long as they were on
it that Sunday afternoon, Jones’s
Road belonged to them. Even
the Lord himself wouldn’t have
shifted them from the middle of
it.

They tramped along there,
stepping it out lively with a beat
that was as satisfyingly regular
as the tick of a grandfather
clock and with a poise that
would have brought a happy
smile to a disgruntled sergeant-
major, if there had been one
around.

The conversation appeared to
be intense. They were oceans
deep in chat and I daresay it
had to be the weather . . . or the
hay . . . or the crops.

I caught up with them and
passed them just as they got to
the turnstiles. After a little hesi-
tation they followed me to the
“tickets only” stile. I had my
press pass and I was about to
warn them that no money would

be taken at this particufar stile
when I noticed that they had
their tickets.

With tickets for a Kildare v
Meath Leinster football semi-
final, they had to be men of
G.A.A. substance somewhere I1n
either XKildare or Meath. Or
could it be that they were old
hurling men from either Wex-
ford or Offaly?

No indeed, they were football
men. That was clear from the
conversation going on behind me
in the queue.

“There’s a fair share of Meath
men here today.”

“Begor there is, but there’s a
few from Kildare, too.”

“Ah sure, it's a day out for
all of us.”

“Too true. I hope now we’ll
get a good game. I suppose Meath
have the winning of it.”

“1 don’t know now at all. I
don’t think they're as good as
they were last year and God
knows they weren't too good
then either.”

“But sure, what do you make
of Kildare? Theyre up one
minute and down the next. You
never know when you have
them.”

“Still, they might win and
that wouldn’t be a bad thing at
-1 b i

“True, but let’s all hope now
that we’ll get a good game.”

“I'm glad it’s the first game.
33

By

PHILIP RODERICK

We’ll be out of here by 4 o’clock
and on our way home.”

“Youre in a fierce hurry.
Aren’t you going to stay for the
hurling game?”

“Iord no, I have no interest
at all in it. Anyway Wexford will
win it handy enough and there
will be no bite in it.”

“God knows now, we've come
far enough for today and I think
we could stop on for the hur-
ling.”

“You know yourself, you're
not very interested in it. The
football will be plenty for us.”

“Well, let’s stay for a bit of
it, anyway.”

“Not long now mind you. A
few minutes of it will be enough.
Mavbe a quarter of an hour.”

“Ah now, we could stay for
half of it. It might be a great
game. Offaly might be a bit of
a surprise.”

“A half is a long time.”

“Come on out of that now.
We’'ll stay for one half and then
we’'ll go.”

«“Well, maybe we will. Alright,
we’ll stay for just the one half
—nothing more.”

«Good begor. That’s grand.
And which half will we stay for
__the first or the second?”

There was a long pause after
that and then it was time to pass
through the turnstiles and I'm
afraid I lost them at that stage.

And Lord love us, T'll never
know now which half they did
stay for.




Trumps in Kilken;

UNSTER teams have domin-
ated the hurling headlines
to such a great extent in recent
months that it seems very hard
to credit now that Leinster are,
in fact, holders of the Railway
Cup. However, the Eastern pro-
vince well-deserved a five points
win last St. Patrick’s Day for
a first final victory since 1967.
That last major success by
Leinster over Munster opposi-
tion takes on a new interest in
the context of the All-Ireland
senior final, for the game under-
lined yet again the way in which
Kilkenny can consistently pro-
duce the type of hurler who can
take a grip on a match, stamp
it with his own individual quali-
ties, and affect the course of the
outcome.

.

In the St. Patrick’s Day de-
cider Frank Cummins maintained
In a special way the Kilkenny
reputation for a man for the
occasion. The 23-year-old Knock-
topher man linked up with Dave
Bernie (Wexford) in a midfield
partnership that proved the
engine room of the Leinster
success, and for good measure,
Cummins embellished his con-
tribution with a couple of valu-
able points.

But the tall, burly Garda, who
is stationed in Cork, where he
now plays with the Blackrock
club had demonstrated his worth
as a vital match-winner long
before the afternoon he collected
his first Railway Cup medal. In-
deed, one of his best contribu-
tions graced an All-Ireland senior

By

final, and that at the time When
he was just again advertising hjs
claims for a regular midfield
berth in the Kilkenny team.

Cummins had been out of the
Kilkenny side for a spell when
the Noresiders faced up to
London in the 1969 All-Ireland
semi-final, but during that win.
ning effort he was sent in as g
substitute, and retained his place
for the Liam McCarthy Cup
clash with Cork.

In an area in which many ex-
pected the Munster champions
to have an important advantage
because of sparkling form ear-
lier by Denis Coughlan, Frank
Cummins, with his persistent and
progressive hurling in a very
effective partnership, with Mich-
ael Lawlor, played an outstanding

Only one pig worming treatment remov
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OWEN McCANN

part at midfield in bringing the
title to Kilkenny for the 17th
time.

Cummins won hurling medals
in Colleges’ competitions, but
strangely enough for a Kilkenny
" native, he first caught my eye
as a footballer with the Belcamp,
Dublin, side beaten by St. Col-
umb’s, Derry, in the 1965 All-
Ireland Colleges’ senior final.
Only a little over a year later he
made his debut with the Kil-
kenny senior hurling team
against Wexford in the Oireach-
tas Cup.

He enters this latest final
outing with the confidence, the
classic touches, work-rate and all-
round ability to express himself
fully by ensuring that it will take

the part of the opposition to clip
his wings. In short, this 6ft. mid-
fielder must loom as a hurler
capable of magical moments
that could prove match-winning
factors on their own. /

But this could also be said of
so many in this Kilkenny side. In
nearly every department there is
a name linked with some of the
brightest moments of Kilkenny
hurling . . . moments like the
1965-66 National League “Home”
final, in which Kilkenny broke a
44-year bogey by beating Tip-
perary.

Martin Coogan had his repu-
tation made, a mnear five-year
inter-county senior career behind
him, and one All-Ireland senior
medal (1963) to his credit when
he boosted the old Noreside with

vigilance and plenty of effort on

ves all important roundworms including lungworms

Frank Cummins

a glt-edge performance in the
No. 7 jersey that fashioned in a
spectacular manner that first
Kilkenny win in over four decades
over Tipperary in a major
national final.

The Castlecomer man was fruly
superb. With a showing that
bristled with enthusiasm, indus-
try and inspiration, he proved an
inflexible barrier for Kilkenny,
a brilliant master on the left
flank, who also found the time
and energy to efficiently cut out
attacking movements away from
his own sector.

It is over five years since that
high-point in Coogan’s career,
and he is also now in the winter
of his inter-county career at 31.
However, anyone who saw his
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showing of cool, intelligent and
solid hurling, and his lengthy
striking in play and from frees,
in the Kilkenny win over Wex.
ford in the Leinster final, the
team’s most serious test so far
in the series, will need no con-
vincing that Martin Coogan re-
mains an outstanding man to
have in any team.

Coogan made his competitive
senior debut in the 1961 Leinster
Championship, and he was also
in Kilkenny’s All-Ireland win.
ning teams of 1967 and 1969

The last Kilkenny-Tipperary
All-Ireland senior final in 1967
resulted in the Leinster county
scoring their first win over the
Munster county in a Champion-
ship final since the 1922 decider.
There were some grand displays
In that game, but few to equal
Ollie Walsh in goal.

Coolness, vigilance, dynamic
saving, lengthy striking . . . that
was the formula for a display of
sheer class and brilliance from
Walsh. Upwards to as many as
half-a-dozen saves in the first
half, particularly, just had to be
seen to be believed.

Now he is back after a lay-
off. And the 34-year-old Thomas-
town man, with the vital bonus
that is the great experience of
having already played in no
fewer than seven All-Ireland
finals since 1957, when Kilkenny
beat Waterford, must obviously
rank as yet another hurler who
could spark off a victory effort
yvet again.

Then, there is Eddie Keher,
who will always be remembered
for a classic scoring exhibition
in the 1963 All-Ireland final win
over Waterford. He pointed no
fewer than fourteen times that
day.

One could go on and on. What
1s now pretty obvious, however,
is that whatever fate awaits
Kilkenny in this latest title bid.
this quartet won’t let them down.
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(ORK CAN ACHIEVE HAT-TRICK

FEATURE of the provincial
championships that greatly
irked me—and I also heard
many complaints on the same
score from other enthusiasts—
was the policy of having a 1 p.m.
starting time for some minor
and junior matches this year.
Now, 1t is completely unreal-
istic to expect supporters to get
to any ground in time for a
start as early as 1 p.m., and when
such a game also acts as a cur-
tain-raiser on a three-match
programme, as was the case on
a number of Sundays this sum-
mer, its appeal is hit even more.
After all, it takes real enthuysiasm
and effort to view three ties on
the same afternoon on a hurried
lunch, particularly now in the
era of the 80 minutes finals.
Provincial deciders in any
grades are among the top
matches of the year, and the type

of fixtures needed to boost
football and hurling among the
youth. The status of minor and
junior finals are not helped by
playing them when none but the
most rabid supporter can reas-
onably be expected to attend.
Nor are early starts flattering
to the players concerned. This
1s to be regretted at any time,
but especially so at this juncture
as far as the minors are con-
cerned in view of the emphasis
on youth and on ways and means
to make the games and the
Association more appealing to
young people. There is a need
now, more than ever to under-
line the importance and attrac-
tiveness of the minor fixtures.
I know dates are at a premium.
But for the life of me I cannot
understand why some of the
minor and junior finals can’t be
played on Saturdays. They would
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draw bigger gates than at Sun-
day lunch-time, and the rating
of the competitions would also
be enhanced.

What, now, of this Cork-Kil-
kenny battle for the minor title?
I have high hopes that this will
prove one of the best under-age
games of the year, for both
teams are liberally sprinkled
with very accomplished young
hurlers.

Kilkenny moved well, particu-
larly in the second half, in a
resounding 25 points win over
Wexford to regain the Leinster
title after a two year interval.

Their attack is especially
sharp. Pat Kearney, one of four
links in the side with the St.
Kieran’s team that won the All-
Ireland Colleges’ Championship
against St. Finbarr’s, Farranfer-
ris (Cork) in the spring, Pat

® TO PAGE 39



1965 and the first 20 tons are bound for
McElligott & Sons, Castleisland. Thanks
to Paddy McElligott there was a little
more grass in Kerry that year. Today
NET Nitrate is the most popular and widely
| used nitrogenous fertilizer on Irish farms.
| Sales of this product alone have increased
in the past five years from less than
! | 30,000 tons to over 120,000 tons per
1 | year. In the sophisticated production
i | methods of Complete Concentrated
| Fertilizer too, Nitrigin Eireann Teo.
leads the way in both domestic and
export markets.

Paddy McElligott bought our
- first bag of NET Nitrate six years...

Last year, Company sales passed the
£6 million mark and sales of by-products
such as carbon dioxide for the mineral
water trade, dry ice for the meat export
trade, and exports of nitric acid and
sulphuric acid continue to increase.
Paddy McElligott? Well, he has just bought
our ten millionth bag of NET Nitrate.
or haven’t you noticed all the grass
in Kerry this year?
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Mulcahy, son of the late Jack
Mulecahy, and Eddie Holohan
have the finishing technique to
ensure a thorough examination
for the Cork rearguard.

The defence, with Tony
Teehan, Nickey Brennan and
Brian Cody, the other All-Ireland
Colleges’ medal winners of this

year, in the side, marshalling
matters in splendid fashion,
could draw the sting from a

potentially  scoreladen  Cork
attack, while Tom Barry is a hard
worker around midfield.

So, Kilkenny, Leinster Cham-
pions for the 23rd time, have the
material to go one better than in
1969, when they lost at this
stage to Cork, and thus bring in
the county’s first win since 1962,
when Tipperary were beaten for
a seventh crown.

Cork, of course, are the
modern-day specialists of minor
hurling. This year they have
equalled a 1930-35 record held
by Tipperary of six Munster titles
in succession, and the county
has contested every national
decider since 1966.

If they win their 11th title,
Cork will become the first county
to take three championships in
succession since Kilkenny achie-
ved this feat in 1962. Cork have
already won three titles on the
trot—1937 to 1939 inclusive.

The Munster champions attack
also has plenty of competitive
spirit and penetration, and free-
scoring Pat Buckley, Jimmy
Barry-Murphy and Brian Coftter
are a trio who are sure to ruffle
the Leinster backs.

Tom Canavan is a gifted per-
former, who provides a strong
midfield link between attack and
defence, and there is solidarity
at the back, where John Buckley
and Dermot Coakley, who can
turn defence quickly into attack,
are commanding figures.

Who is going to win, then?
It looks a pretty open game to
me, but I do think that Cork are
somewhat the better balanced
outfit all round, and for this
reason I will take my stand with
another title for the boys from
the banks of the Lee.

Kilkenny won the minor and
senior titles in the same Yyear

~ for the only time in 1935. Indeed,

-
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that ranked as the only Leinster
double until Wexford took both
crowns 1n 1968,

Tipperary are out in front in
the chart with 12 titles. Cork and
Kilkenny take second and third
places, and then come Dublin
with four crowns. Wexford have
three titles. Limerick and Water-
ford complete the short list with
two champilonships each.

Boxing champ has

hurling ties
Z By NOEL COOGAN

""EVERY child in Kilkenny 1is
born with a hurley in his
hand and I don’t think I was
an exception.” Those words were
spoken by one of Kilkenny’s
most famous sportsmen, who,
strange to relate, did not achieve
his sporting fame in the black
and amber hurling jersey of his
county but in the green boxing
singlet of his country.

It was shortly after his most
recent success on the inter-
national front, a bronze medal at
the European Championships In
Madrid, that I had the pleasure
of meeting Mick Dowling. While
most of our conversation centred
on boxing, the Castlecomer born,
Dublin based bantamweight
bombshell revealed that he takes
no small interest in hurling.

In fact, Mick played with his
local school team back in Castle-
comer up to the age of sixteen,
during which time he managed
to gain two county medals. Two
of his team-mates then were
Martin Coogan and Martin
Brennan, both of whom went on
to great things in the famed
black and amber jersey.

Mick Dowling is still keenly
interested in hurling and attends
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games as often as possible. “Last
yvear while in New York for a
training campaign, I saw a very
good, tough game, the National
League final between Cork and
New York at Gaelic Park,” he
told me.

Who are Dowling’s favourite
caman weavers? Naturally he
was not slow to mention his own
townsmen, “Martin Brennan 1s
a very slick hurler but he was
injured in New York last year
and hasn’t played since. Martin
Coogan is a tremendous all-
rounder. I admire both of them.
I also admire Ollie Walsh and
Eddie Keher, both masters at
their game,” replied Mick.

Although Mick Dowling has
only seen this year’s Kilkenny
team on television he was never-
theless impressed by their dis-
play against Wexford. “They
looked quite good and I think
the present side compares favour-
ably with other Kilkenny teams
that I have seen in recent years,”
he commented.

And Mick’s final comment was
“711 be cheering for them on
the first Sunday of September,
if I can get a ticket!”
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Plan a thief-proof security
system and check it regularly. In
short, take time to look for risk
potential ; then eliminate it.

And insure your business with
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takes a very real interest in the
health of Irish industry, through
insurance cover and through
investment. We know that a little
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everyone more economic cover,
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MESSAGE

FOR MR. \.

HAVE you ever heard yourself

on a tape recorder? Weird,
isn’t it . . . until you get a little
used to that appalling, croaking
voice that never quite sounds
like the beautiful voice you
thought you had up to then?

I remember one occasion when
I decided to send a tape record-
ing out to Japan to an old friend
of mine—and I made all my
arrangements accordingly.

First of all I checked every
room in the house to make sure
that everyone was out. Then 1
bolted the front and back doors,
made for the sitting room and
promptly locked the door there,
too.

In front of me on the table
was a little tape recorder—an
innocent-looking contraption. All
I had to do was trip the switch
and we were off.

But for about five minutes, I
was terrified to move anything.
[ sat there, just like a bloody
fool, wondering how I was going
to start, and mortally frightened
to touch that switch.

I found the courage eventually.
Down went the switch and for the
next half hour, in my most
beautiful, soft, elegant and so
precise upper-class Irish accent,
I put all my words on tape.

Then I played it back. I waited
for those cool, modulated tones
to emerge from the speaker.

Mother of God, what was this?
Me? Oh, no no, no . . . NO.

This grog-like croak, this
stammering and stuttering, this
humming and hawing . . . and
that dreadful CORK ACCENT.

I wiped it all out. Nobody

would ever hear that tape. No
sirree.

But the poison had got to me.
That tape recorder had me where
it wanted me. Checking dgain to
make sure that the house was
empty, I tried again.

This time I used the English
accent . .. a little broken English.
I sang songs, I introduced my-
gelf . .+ I told jokes . . . 1 did
commentaries on sports events

. I read poetry . . . I even
read the news from the news-
papers.

The telephone rang and I went
to answer it. It was the office
. .. and the conversation dragged
on for almost half an hour.

Then I remembered I had an
appointment and I was out the
door like a shot.

What mistakes we make in our
lives?

By PATRICK CARVER

I came home that night to find
my family—a cruel, mean, sadis-
tic bunch—all lying around on
the floor, laughing their fool
heads off. And they had even
brought in some of the neigh-
bours to hear my half hour on
the tape.

And why am I telling yvou all
this? & « »

Just in the hope that one man
in one of Ireland’s most prom-
inent G.A.A. centres may read it.
This story is directed to him and
to no one else.

Every Sunday he takes over
the microphone at top Ilevel
G.A.A. matches.

And we get train fimes . . .
young boys lost and found . . .
phone messages . . . local foot-
ball fixtures . . . cows that have

calved . . . and anything else
you care to think about or
mention.

And, if anything, he make a
bigger bloody fool of himself
than I, at my best on a tape
recorder, have ever managed to
achieve.

So please, please, give it a
rest.
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Munich

prepares

for

20th
Olympic
Games

By

Special Correspondent

HE 20th Olympic Games open
in Munich on Saturday,
August 26, 1972 and close on
September 10. Already one-and-a-
quarter million tickets are on
sale outside Germany and it 1s ex-
pected that all of them will be
taken up.

It will cost £200 million to
mount the Games in the Bavarian
capital and, of this vast sum, the
German taxpayer will pay just
over half—about £104 million.
Special fund-raising activity plus
the organising committee’s re-
ceipts will bring in a further £93
million and the operation of a
lottery entitled ‘the Lucky Spiral’
is expected to balance the budget.

How much will it cost to go to
Munich for the Games? Well,
before going into detail on that,
it’s nice to hear what was written
in the official journal of the Ger-
man Hoteliers’ Association :

Profit-taking 1s not only un-
Olympic; it would also be the
exact opposite of the undertak-
ings given by the men who
secured the award of the
Games to Munich.

Under the terms of a con-
tract made between the Organ-
iIsing Committee and the
Bavarian Catering Association,
prices for accommodation will
be based on a fair assessment
of costs as at June, 1971, but
developments between,” then
and July, 1972, may justify in-
creases of 15%.

The Organising Committee
hopes that the sale of tickets
abroad will be linked with the
provision of accommeodation. On
this basis, the British Olympic
Tours Consortium has already
published some package deal in-
formation. It 1s possible to travel
from London, by air, stay in
Munich for the full duration of
the Games, in a Guesthouse for
£81, in a private house for £70,
or In a top-class hotel for £140.
With overland travel the corres-
ponding figures are £58, to £130.

The main location for the
Games in Munich is at the Ober-
wiesenfeld. This was an old aero-
drome, only two-and-a-half miles
from the city centre which had
served as a dumping ground for
the rubble which resulted from
the heavy bombing of World War
II. This location has now been
landscaped and the rubble used
to create a hill which commands
views of the Olympilc area and
of the ecity of Munich. It also
contains the main stadium, two
multi-purpose stadia, the swim-
ming stadium, the indoor volley-
ball stadium, the cycle track, the
male and female Olympic vil-
lages, the press and TV centres,
two railway stations, a road com-
plex which leads to 10,000 car
parking places and, of course,
restaurants, cafes and beer tents.

Much of the development on
this site will be used after the
Games, some for sport, but some
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also for social development. For
instance, the Olympic villages
will become housing estates and
some of the other buildings will
be used as schools.

Fifteen hundred hostesses are
being hired to provide informa-
tion and assistance to the visi-
tors. Already, 1,000 have been
selected and another 500 will be
chosen this month. Each one
must speak at least two lan-
guages as well as German, and
together they can cope with all
of the 34 registered official lan-
guages of the Games. This
autumn they all commence a cor-
respondence course on their
duties and on the overall struc-
ture of the Games and from July
15, 1972, they commence a
rigourous, on-the-spot training
course which will be conducted
by the senior hostesses who are
already appointed.

One billilon readers and
viewers throughout the world
will read about and watch the
progress of the Games. Already
the four satellites which will re-
lay the telecasts all over the
world are orbiting ‘the Earth,
launched a few months ago by
NASA rockets.

The people of Munich are
determined that this will be a
Games with a difference. At the
same time as the Games, they
are mounting a massive cultural
programme which will include
opera, theatre, art exhibitions
and other activity so that those
who go there are certain to find
that all tastes are catered {for.

In a year from now, the crowds
will converge on Munich. There
will be the drama and the excite-
ment as the greatest athletes in
the world meet to contest their
skills. Old records will be sur-
passed, new sports 1dols will be
hailed. The people of Munich
have provided the setting — let’s
hope that the participants will
prove worthy of the care which
they have lavished on the pre-
parations.
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of Three Castles, the most bril-
liant full back Kilkenny ever
produced. Jack, when all seemed
lost, had an uncanny method of
nipping in with his hurley and
turning the ball—sometimes only
2 matter of a foot or so—but
to such effect that it either made
his opponent miss or make it
impossible for him to carry out
his original plan of attack. The
spectacular clearances which Jack
executed in this way are still
remembered and spoken of by
the old timers.

Jack was of slight build, but
was very fast and wiry, and
could take an amount of punish-
ment without flinching. Dan
Stapleton usually played in front
of him, at centre half back, and
always his instructions before a
match were “Protect Jack at any
cost.” This Dan did to the best
of his ability and avoirdupois,
and sure enough he often had
the pleasure of watching Jack
juggle with the ball to the utter
bewilderment of his opponents.

Then there was Tim Gleeson,
the schoolmaster hurler from
Drombane, whose ground drives
were some of the most spectacu-
lar things which Dan witnessed
on the hurling field. Tim found
no difficulty in cutting the ball
off the ground—often the full
length of the pitch, and frequen-
tly scored points in this manner
from his own half-back position.

Dan had particularly pleasant
memories of some famous goal-
men—"“‘Fox” Maher and Ned
Teehan of Tullaroan; Andy Fitz-
gerald of Cork; “Hawk” O’Brien
of Tipperary and John Power
of Piltown. Other brilliant and
spectacular hurlers he often re-
called included Bob O’Keeffe of
Laois: Mick Cummins, Wexford;
Jim Kelleher, J. Hennessy and
Billy Mackessy, Cork; Mick Feely
and “Tyler” Mackey, Limerick;
Jack Grace, Dave Kelleher and
D. McCormack, Dublin; Paddy

Brolan, Hugh Skelly and Andy
Carew, Tipperary. He told how
Billy Mackessy, in an All-Ire-
land final at Dungarvan, acciden-
tally displaced three of his teeth
when pulling on a ball near the
Kilkenny goal. “I never blamed
Billy,” he said, “as it was en-
tirely my own fault.”

Dan emphasised that the above
were some of the impressions
which these players as irndivid-
uals made upon him. He femem-
bered them so vividly because
he so often played in close
proximity to them, and so was
enabled to recognise the parti-
ticular brilliancy which was a
characteristic separately develo-
ped in these men. It was weird
too, as he often said, the regular-
ity with which they were able to
demonstrate these talents, and
on occasions when great games
were being played, they were
still stars among stars.

Dan had particularly lasting
memories of one thrilling All-
Ireland final between Cork and
Kilkenny at Dungarvan. It was
subsequently immortalised 1n
prose and verse by another great
friend—Father James Dollard,
“Slievenamon”—the poet priest
of Gaeldom. In that match the
teams were level nine times in
the last quarter hour. One can
best imagine the alternating an-
xiety and frantic jubilation of the
followers on both sides.

Two minutes from the end
Cork had scored a point to level
matters. John Power’s puck
crossed the mid-field and the
Cork defenders and their Kil-
kenny counterparts were strain-
ing with their hurleys to reach
the clouds in their efforts to
intercept the ball, but there was
one player whose reach seemed
to extend for yards beyond all
others—Tom Kenny of Erin’s
Own.

The ball glanced off his hurley
out to Jack Anthony, who was
standing just a few yards away.
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Jack curled the steel-like wrists
of his without apparent effort
and with perfect timing met the
ball in a drop tip, and sent it
sailing over the Cork posts for
the winning point. The whistle
went immediately afterwards for
full time. The resultant scene was
indescribable. The winners were
carried from the field amidst
a deafening uproar from the
followers.

Kilkenny’s most dramatic vic-
was undoubtedly, in Dan’s opin-
ion, the 1922 All-Ireland final
win against Tipperary. The
Premier County boys looked all
out winners that exciting day but
the Noresiders mouned a last
great action packed offensive
that earned for them an unforget-
table triumph.

Dan recalled how during his
time he witnessed the transition
from seventeen to fifteen a side,
and from the double points and
gaol posts to the present arrange-
ments. When the changes were
made it was thought that there
would be less scoring and more
games would end in draws. Such
did not prove to be the case—the
new conditions were quickly
mastered. In fact, a new tech-
nique was introduced into the
forwards’ game, and Dan felt we
were treated to more real hur-
ling, with faster and better
games.

The shape and weight of the
hurley also changed about that
time; it was made lighter with
a shorter bos. The back of the
hurley was also reduced in thick-
ness—a feat which hindered
effective ground striking and de-
veloped a tendency to frequently
pick and strike the ball in the
air. Dan agreed with me however
that the ground striking is the
more effective and telling.

The yvears have passed and so
have all too many of the famed
hurling figures of other days, In-
cluding Dan Stapleton. But their
memory lives on.



THE CAMOGIE SCENE

By AGNES HOURIGAN —

AS I write the provincial change in the provincial repre-
camogie championships are sentation at senior level, Wex-
over, and the All-Ireland semi- ford replacing Kilkenny as Lein-
finals will have taken place by ster standard bearers.

the time this column appears In It was a good Leinster series.
print. There has been only one Kilkenny and Wexford were well
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matched at Kilkenny and though
Wexford were good winners the
1970 champions might have
finished closer but for the fact
that their interprovincial goal-
keeper Jo Golden had to retire
after receiving a blow of the
ball in the face.

However, on that showing,
Wexford looked to have recover-
ed much of the power they had
shown when winning the All-
Ireland titles of 1968 and 1969.
Margaret O’Leary completely
dominated mid-field in that game
against Kilkenny and Wexford
were favourites when they met
Dublin at Croke Park in the
Leinster final.

Dublin. however, had beaten
Wexford in last vear’s semi-final
and had high hopes of doing so
again. However, after fifteen
minutes 1t was obvious that Dub-
Iin just had not the all-round
ability to match Wexford’s power.
and they were struggling before
the interval, and playing second
fiddle all the time after the re-
start,

Margaret O'Leary was not quite
so dominant at mid-field this
time, as Anne Sheehy made a val-
iant effort to keep her in check,
but Wexford were now dominant
on the wings where young Elsie
Walsh, the Enniscorthy Convent
of Mercy star was particularly
effective, and on this showing
Wexford who oppose Ulster
champlons, Antrim, in the All-
Ireland semi-final at a Wexford
venue on August 15 are going to
be very hard to beat.

Down South the title rested
between old rivals Cork and Tip-
perary. Cork won but only with
a single point to spare, and they
will need to show improvement



if they are to retain their All-
ireland title. However, they were
under strength for this provin-
cial final, and hope to have a
couple more of their regulars
hack on duty for the second All-
ireland semi-final against Galway
on August 15. As Galway have
not been in action for so long
it is very hard to assess their
chances. The Western county
though unopposed in Connacht
last season in senior ranks, did
not field against Kilkenny in the
All-Ireland semi-final, so they
are again unopposed in the senior
grade across the Shannon this
year, they are mnow without
senior competition for two sea-
sons. It would take a truly won-
derful side to come out and win
an All-Ireland under those cir-
cumstances.

Antrim could, of course, once
again prove the surprise team ot
the senilor series,

They were a trifle unlucky to
lose to Cork at Cork a year ago,
and they showed much of their
old power when readily account-
ing for all and any opposition in
the North.

After watching a number of
games through the summer, both
at club and inter-county level,
there is one request I would wish
to make. For heaven’s sake will
the male mentors of some teams
leave the girls to play their match
themselves,

I have no objection to men
helping with training or coach-
ing, but once the girls are on the
field, I wish these male mentors
would let the girls play their own
game their own way.

Camogie is not hurling. Un-
fortunately some of those male
coaches never saw a camogie rule
book in their lives, and seemingly
cannot understand that shoulder-
charging, body-charging and in-
deed deliberate body-contact of
any kind is specifically for-
bidden.
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You enjoy Youghal in your home. So
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G.A.A. clubs must

strike a

blow for handball

HE image of the G.A.A. 1s
quickly changing.

Gone are the days when the
only incentive a particular unit
of it had was to have a playing
pitch.

Instead, we find the emphasis
on proper amenities for players
and spectators—dressing rooms,
showers, club-rooms and recrea-
tional facilities.

Progress might appear to be
rather slow at present, but then
we must realise that a head-start
had already been given to other
organisations. There can be no
doubt that within the next few
years many clubs will have
reached a position of real stab-
ility.

When it is reached on a gen-
eral basis it is to be hoped that
handball will be part of it. It is
wonderful to envisage that every
club with its own grounds would
also provide a handball court.
What a change that would be
from the position that obtains at
present where only relatively

few G.A.A. clubs cater for hand-
ball.

This is a pity, for handball can
do a great deal to complement
football and hurling.

For the hurler and footballer

there is no better way to get fit
than in the handball court.

Handball, in effect, provides
the maximum in physical and
mental exercise.

The game requires quick starts,
sudden stops, backward, forward
and sideways bending as well as
stretching, which is a by-product
of the overhand shot.

Then there is the mental
cohesion, so necessary in top-
grade field games.

The handball court can also
prove a haven for players who
have retired from field games.

Age counts for little in hand-
ball, hence, they can continue
playing up to middle age and,
away beyond 1t.

With an alley, a club has the
facility to cater not alone for its
former players, but also through

49

By ALLEYMAN

this activity keep these players in
touch with the club itself, so that
their services are never lost.

How should a club go about
building a ballcourt? Here is
one idea which may not come to
mind and it applies to those clubs
who may be already considering
building a premises.

Simply, it is that the main hall
could be constructed in such a
way that it would also serve as
an indoor handball court.

The dimensions of the stan-
dard court are sixty feet by
thirty feet, with the front wall
thirty feet high and the back
wall nine feet high.

If the proposed premises does
not allow for this size of con-
struetion, then why not embrace
the American-type court which
is twenty feet wide, thirty feet
high, forty feet long and the
back wall twelve feet high.

However, should a club not be
considering a premises, there 1s
no reason why it should not go
about building the ordinary type
court—the four walled box with
concrete floor.

Expenditure on such a struc-
ture is not very great and it is
well within the reach of any
ordinary club.

It is estimated that £2,000 to
£3.000 would go a long way
towards the cost of materials.

A glass back-wall can also
eliminate expenditure in so far
as it will not be then necessary
to build an overhead gallery.

Indeed, the glass back-wall has
another advantage in that the
spectators can see all aspects ot
play.

The time was never more op-
portune for units of the G A.A.
to strike a blow for handball.

All future plans should make
provision for handball facilities.

An alley will always be a
faithful ally.
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DEVISED AND WRITTEN

By JACK MAHON

TS been a great summer. The
crowds were back again in all
their glory at the major G.A.A.
games. This 1s the All-Ireland
hurling final issue. There 1s
nothing in Irish sport to compare
with an All-Ireland senior final.
It has an atmosphere all its own.
The minor final beforehand al-
ways whets the appetite for the
big game afterwards. It is always
interesting to watch the stars of
tomorrow display their wares.

I remember Eddie Keher,
Jimmy Doyle, Charlie McCarthy,
the two Tom Ryans, Johnny Cul-
loty, Tony McTague, Waillie
Bryan, Donal Hunt, Ray Cum-
mins, Eamonn Cregan, Eamonn
Grimes, John Connolly, Mick
Kilgallen, Kevin Kilmurray . . .
(I could go on all day)
star in minor competition.

I like to see the spectators
arrive in time for the minor final
on All-Ireland day. Our Taoiseach
Jack Lynch, always pays the
minors this honour. He was a
minor himself once. He knows.

But we are improving in this
respect.

This summer will be remem-
bered for the initiation of the
Youth Conventions at club, coun-
ty and All-Ireland level. For the
first time ever we invited the

youth of every county to have

their say.
It was a great pity that
Séamus Duke, the great Ros-

common Gael, was not there to
see it through. It was his brain-
child and did the man credit. It
will also be remembered for the
great hurling festival held 1n
Thurles in July. I was very sorry
to miss this great occasion and
will be there next year, D.V. If
any of you Junior Desk readers
had the honour to play there,
please tell us about it.

Our Junior Desk Wall Poster
subject this month is Kilkenny's
darling goalkeeper, the one and
only Ollie Walsh. Was there ever
a greater goalkeeper—Sean Dug-
gan, Tony Reddin, Paddy Barry,
Pat Nolan, Dave Creedon?

Ollie has the style to outshine

o1

all others. Great to have him
back playing again. This photo
will adorn the bedroom wall of
many a young Irish boy and girl.

Before we get on with the Mail-
bag I would like to pay a special
tribute to Kerry's footballers for
their wonderful run of victories
in the past few years. During this
period they endeared themselves
to friend and “foe” and their
sportsmanship was on a level
with their football expertise. It
is possible we may not see such
as Mick O’Connell, Mick O'Dwyer,
Séamus Murphy and Johnny Cul-
loty don the green and gold
ever again in serious competition.

If this be so, we take this
opportunity of saluting four of
the most modest and gifted
Gaelic footballers we have ever
seen. The football scene will not
be the same without them.

Last month I promised to in-
clude a story of the G.AA.
activities in Carraig na bhFear in
Cork. If every school took a leaf
out of this story book things
would be a lot better.
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KFrom the Mailbag

John Murphy, Moyadda, Tub-

bercurry, Co. Sligo — “I go to
school in Carraig na bhFear in
Cork. We play a lot of football
and hurling. This year I won a
prize for Junior Footballer of the

Year in the College. 1 play for
Tubbercurry under 16 in hur-
ling and football. I have five
brothers and we all hope to don
the Black and White of Sligo
one day. My Daddy, T. J. Mur-

the choice of champions
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SPORTS SHORTS AND SUPPORTS

Obtainable From Your Local Sports Outfitters

Monutactured by

J. T. RUSSELL & Co. Ltd.

PAUL STREET WORKS. CORK

PHONE :

22447

CREATIVE STORE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Grange Road,
Douglas, Cork.

Telephone 32881/6

Extensions to Glen Rovers Club
House were designed and
constructed by us.

ALL INQUIRIES TO MANAGING DIRECTOR
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phy, played in goal for Sligo and
played against you, Jack. My
grandfather, J. P. Brennan was
chairman of the Connacht Coun-
cll once. He 1s still hale and
hearty and never misses a game
his grandsons are playving in. I
hope we will meet some day.”

@ What a nice letter. Yes, [ re-
member vour father well. He used
wear a polo-necked jersev when
plavine. Ask him. When all those
brothers and yourself grow up ve
will be taking over from Mickey
Kearins, Jim Colleary, Jim Kilgal-
len and Peter Brennan. (J.M.).

Jerry Smyth, Whiterock, Mid-
leton, Co. Cork. “I am 10 vears
old and 1n fifth class. I go to lots
of matches. My favourite players
are Con Roche and Ray Cummins,
Ollie Walsh, Eddie Keher, Peter
O’Sullivan, Billy Morgan, John-
ny Culle:-tv Mick O’Dwyer, Sean
O’Neill, Michael Keating. I live
in the country and do lots of
jobs on the farm. I go to Midle-
ton C.B.S.”

® Keep up the work on the
land. Goalkeepers seem to have a
fascination for vou. (JI.M.)

Gerard Traynor, 893 Francis
St.,, Edenderry, Co. Offaly. “I
like the 1dea of a colour spread.
Please tell me the colours of

Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and
Clare.”

@® The colours of Slico are
black and white; Leitrim and

Donegal are green and gold: Clare,
saffron and blue. (J.M.)

Fantastic !

UNIOR DESK readers will

be pleased to know that the
return of entries for our
“Great Savers”’ competition, so
generously sponsored by the
National Savings Committee,
has exceeded all expectations.
And would you believe it,
every single entry gave the
correct solution. The winners’
names will be announced in
our next issue, so make sure
to order your copy from vour
local newsagent, NOW.

22



CTRLEE RIRAS BEURE RERUR RUARY AOM 0 AUEAN RRRNY RUNER NRASH RRURN FUGNR RUPAR RUARE NOURY ERUUS BURRA RRNAR BUUAS NANAN RUUUE NUSRN RURNE WAGRR RURNN SWRUR NRORNN ARRUN MUY RANR RANTY RNAAY RAURN REURR NREAN NURAN SNUES NUANT FORAR RUANS RUNAT RUUSS NAUNN NUUEY NGAN NURUD NUNEY NUREY MOOAN MW

JUNIOR DESK ::

JUNIOR DESK

JUNIOR DESK

T AITed CRNAR RUNAR ARERN AUANN AUERW NURUR NUNEY RAROE RGN NANUE NARRE NUARR RAGAM RUNIN RURAR ANNAR NALRRNRAN RUUSY BUURY RUANE LUNRN RUACY RSN RUULY RUULY RULUR RUNOR RAAND RARAL SROLY ARULY RUNDY RUNRR RUIRS AUARR ARSUN RUARL RUNE RAARD AUARL NUUEY RRULR RUNAS RUNAY RUNRR RARSY REGOY RE

Michael O’Donnell, 9 Marian
Tce., Clonmel — “My favourites
are Michael Keating, Dinny Burke,
Ray Carolan, Mick Roche, Noel
O’'Dwyer, Peter OSunan Gwe
us a centre-spread in colour.”

Anne Brogan, Ballyknock,, Bo-
feenaun, Ballina, Co. Mayo —
“The large pin-ups are great. 1
wouldn’t like to see the four cut-
outs go, though. Give us pin-ups
of Joe Earley, Tom Fitzgerald,
J. J. Cribben and John Gibbons.
Give us more competitions.”

® We will do our best, Anne.
(J.M.)

John Hahessy, 51 Ard Mhuire,
Carrick-on-Suir—‘“The Wall Pos-
ter is a wonderful idea. Give us
one of John Quigley.”

Kevin Murphy, Ballyblood,
Tulla, Co. Clare — “I play for
Tulla under 14 and under 15

John Murphy, Tubbercurry.

hurling teams. My favourites are
Johnny Culloty, Senan Downes,
Brendan Lynch, Mick O’Dwyer,
Peter O’Sullivan, John Horgan,
Gerald McCarthy, Mick Roche,
Charlie McCarthy, Jackie O’Gor-
man.”

Vincent Sutton, Balinakill,
Moyvalley, Co. Kildare — “My
favourites are Ollie Crinnigan,
Joe Doyle, Pat Kelly, Mick Caro-
lan, Pat Mangan, Pat Dunny,
Jack Donnelly, Tommy Carew,
Sean O’Neill, Colm McAlarney,
Pat Reynolds, Willie Bryan, Mick
O'Dwyver, Ray Carolan, Michael
Keating, Johnny Walsh, Andy
Walsh and Jimmy Doyle.”

@® A great collection of stars.

(/.M.

Kevin Gallen, Hazelwood,
Lough Gill, Co. Sligo — “I lived
in Donegal for seven years. 1 am
going to Summerhill iIn Septem-
ber and hope to play competitive
football there. My father encour-
ages my four brothers and my-
self to play. He used to play club
football. T enclose a photo of my-

self with the Sam Maguire Cup
taken when Tom Prendergast
brought it to Sligo.”

@ Nice photo too, Kevin. (J.M.)

So that’s it for this month. No
Father Cleary interview yet.
I met him lately and he hasn’t
forgotten. But he is so busy. Still
if he doesn’t reply soon we will
drop him from our team!

Write and tell me an};thing

you enjoyed this summer. You
must have seen some great
games. If anyone wants a copy
of the Connacht final special
souvenir programme send on a
7ip stamp and I'll send it on to
you. Write about anything to:

Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,

80 Upr. Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.

Magnesium deficiency
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SIMPLEX OF IRELAND LIMITED

FORAGE STORES

Increase your overall profits with a grass store using 5 _

the new Hoy Bottom Unloader. Don’t climb high T . e

watch the profits climb instead ! e
GRAIN STORES L

Moist grain stores from 10 to 1,000 tons. Tests . et
prove moist barley a befter animal feed than dry i ; TT
barley. So why dry it and pay more. Store it on |

the farm and profit more. - —;

Low cost finance available on all Simplex products: no deposit, 5 years to pay,
let the store earn its keep.

—_—_—_————-——ﬂ_____

Address to: SIMPLEX OF IRELAND LTD. BLUEBELL WORKS, DUBLIN 12
Phone 503288. Please send details of:

| FORAGE STORES | | CUAHIRIE DRI o o a s s S R D SR 3
MOIST GRAIN STORES | |
FINANCE [ | AAATREE .ooovvninmvasenme TN
| Tick where applicable

| A member of the G.E.C. group of companies. O SR - | -
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say“Yes!"today...
n you'll have a brand-new club-hous
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Imagine a spanking new club-house, as big  Third, a package deal — C3 units are handed-
(or small) as you like, complete with  over fully wired for electricity and plumbing
changing-rooms, showers, toilets, general for hot, cold and drainage. (We'll do the drnive
__club rooms and any other facility you care and car-park too . . )
H to mention — all this ready for use in  Fourth, competitive prices — ask for a
just six weeks! quotation and you'll see what we mean!
For this is the C3 System from Concast. Yor a colour brochure, more specific informa-
First, versatility — a whole range of tion, details or quotations, drop a line to:

precast concrete component buildings T
ready to put together in any size, shape CDNCAS ca
or location. iy Ben Quinn, Clubhouse Division,

S?ﬂﬂﬂfi, speed — you can expect to be  Concast Ltd., Robinhood Rd., Clondalkin,
moving-in six weeks after the ‘go ahead’.  Co. Dublin or ring Dublin 505495.
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O nuige seo, 6 thaobh na
geluichi mora a mbionn
aird an phobail orthu, le chun
lJeasa An Chumainn Luchleas Gael
an riail ud a bheith scriosta. Is
¢ sin 0 thaobh na n-imreoiri
clinteacha de chuid sacair agus
rugbai ata ag 1imirt le fdirne
peile na gcontae le linn na
gecomortas 1 mbliana.

Ach fanaimis go dti go dtos-
naionn na comortais méra sacair
1 gceann tamaill. Chomh maith,
ta imreoiri na geluichi Gaelacha
ag cabhru le clubanna rugbai sna
comortais acu sigjd, go haraithe i

SMAOINTE

FANACHA

Ag SEAN O DUNAGAIN

nGaillimh.
An cuimhin le héinne ‘‘réal-
tog”* mhor sacair, a bhi ag an am

~ar thoireann na hEireann (FAI),

agus a d’'imir 1 gcraobh-chluiche
mor 1 bPairc an Chroécaigh sa
bhliain 1944? An gceapann tu
nach bhféadfadh sé tarlu ag an
am? Tharla agus bhi a fhios san
ag an saol mor. Peadar O Maol-
mhaidh (Peter Molloy) as Baile
Atha Luain a bhi ann. Duine de
na peileadéiri (idir sacair srl.)
is fearr len a linn ab ea é agus
d’imir sé le Ceannasaiocht an
Iarthair, ait a raibh sé ina shaigh-
diar le linn an chogaigh, i
gcraobh-chluiche an wuile-arm 1
1944. Tugadh cead speisialta don

airm sa bhliain ud an d&i chraobh-
chluiche, peil agus iomadint, a
imirt 1 bPairc an Chrécaigh.

M4a bhionn tu ag taisteal siar n¢é
anlar rachaidh tu thar tabhairne
Pheadair 1 bpriomh-shraid Atha
Luain agus d'fhéadfa an scéal
In 1omlan a chlos fhaid is a bhi
sos a4 ghlacadh agat.

Le déanai ta cur-sios gairid A
dhéanamh ar “Ulster Television”
Chuige don la dar gecionn. Chomh
maith tugtar ar toradh trathnoéna
Domhnaigh.

Anois i1s aris ma bhionn con-
tae on gCuige san iomaiocht 1
bPairc an Chrocaigh tugtar an
Dé Sathairn ar chluichi méra an
toradh sin chomh maith.

What’s your purpose?

Ours will save you money

How? The Bowmaker
Purpose Loan provides you with
the necessary finance for a wide
range of items: car, caravan,
boat, central heating— you name
1t to your Bowmaker branch
manager. He’ll explain all about

the Bowmaker Purpose Loan, how

1t can help your particular purpose.
He’ll also explain to you the

special advantages of this plan

for car purchasers. See him about

it — and you’ll agree it’s the-

ideal way of buying your car.

06

BOWMAKER

(IRELAND) LTD. (IRISH FINANCE) LTD.
GENERAL FINANCE TRUST LTD.
Members of the Bowring Group.

Head Office: 13/14 Dawson St., Dublin 2.
Brancihes: Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway,
Sligo, Waterford, Tralee, Enniscorthy,
and Cawvan.



Amhail réamhfhaisnéis na
haimsire a chulreann an staisiun
céanna amach shilfea gur stop na the hallm ark Of
cluichi naisiunta ag an teoralnn
qous nach mbeadh spéis da ; . . o, o
1:ghad ag Ultaigh sna torthai o dlStlnCtlve Wl'ltll'lg pa.per
dheas. B’fhéidir nach nglacann
tuyairisceoiri an “Deiscirt” an
ciram orthu féin na torthai a
sholathar do U.T.V. Cad faol an
nés a thosnu féachaint an mbain-
fi tusaid astu? Chugaibh, a
thuairisceoiri.

Beidh mé, ar nés an ““Skibber-
cen Eagle” i dtaca leis an Ruis,
ag coinneail suil ghéar ar chursai
naisitinta ins na colaisti mora uda
nar thug aird ar bith orthu go
dti seo de dheasca na rialach
ud (!) mar adeiridis.

Bhi athas orm a léamh le
déanai go raibh cluiche peile ag

St. Andrew’s College a raibh made 111 Ire].and fOI £ 2 N\

clin air mar cholaiste rugbai 1
gconai. T4 suil agam go bhfeic- " :

fear i gceann de na comortas do d'lscernlng peop ]'e \product -
Cholaist Laighean sa scoilbhliain
ur aid.

Beifear ag suil, ar ndoigh, go
geuirfear an cluiche camoégaioch-
ta ar eolas do na cailini sna
clochair ‘“ghalanta.” Ni bheidh
foighid ar bith ionam don leath-
scéal (n6 an ‘“‘sean-chné-chapall” |
ma’s ail leat é!) nach bhfuil ‘aon
éileamh ¢ thuisti da leitheid.
Nach ilontach an smacht ata ag
tuisti 1 dtaca le rudai mar seo
nuair nach bhfuil puinn acu
maidir le cursai eile?

Ni raibh sé d’uain agam go
foill an chairt nua ata curtha
amach ag An gCumann Luchleas
Gael a 1éamh. Chun an fhirinne a

ra ni bhfuair mé céip agus mar mﬂﬁﬂk ﬁfp@ﬁffﬂ
] g Y o

sin nil d’eolas agam faoi ach an
mhéid a léigh mé ar na nuach-
Ll P\
l‘,ﬁ"bzt
remier
. . - NT A4
na teanga Gaeilge a chur 1 o o Q. \ g
bhfeidhm tri theacht i geabhair @@Umﬂgg Hi
a7

Tagraim do6 anseo mar go
gceapaim go bhfuil deis mhaith
ag An gCumann a theagasc 1 leith

tain.
® AR LEAN LEATH. 58



RENT the set that SAVES_

you money

PAY AS YOU VIEW—there’s
A REBATE too from

NORTH ROAD, FINGLAS
Telephone : 342990

Branches throughout the country.

Your Horoscope

For all born between
Aquarius and Capri-
corn. A day for tak-
ing stock on what you
are doing with your
life.

Careful thought and
planning could pay
dividends if you get
the urge to organise
your life to-day cash
in on It.

Intensely satistying
work awaits you, if
consecrated to God,
you work for him on
the mission fields of
Africa.

Others will be unus-
ually helpful.

Ask the Sisters of

Our Lady of Apostles,
Ardfoyle, Cork.
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ar Thuismitheoiri Bhaille Munna
chun bunscoil lan-Ghaelach a
bhunu ann.

Ma smaolntear ar an lion
daoine (15,000) ata sna harasain
arda sa bhaile nua seo, nach
bhfuil ach tri mhile 6 Phaire an
Chrécaigh, agus an dels 1lontach
a bheadh ag C.L.G. chun é féin
a chur in aithne doibh, tri
gniomhaocht mar ata luaite
thuas, chifear gur fiu go maith
é.

Nil traidisiin ar bith ann, oir
is baile nua-bunaithe é. Ta scata
beag daoine (nach bhful ag a
bhfurmhér ach cupla abairt
Ghaeilge) ag iarraigh tradisiun
naisiinta a bhunu ann. Ta deac-
rachtai acu afach. Ta an teilifis
6n iasacht (BBC agus ITV) de
shior ag bru an “cultar” Sasanach
orthu: samhlaitear doéibh go
bhfuil an chléir agus an Stait
glan ina gcoinne maidir le sol-
athar scolaiochta Ghaeilge da
gclann.

Ni thégfainn orthu é da ngeill-
fidis don bhfreasura. Duirt ur-
labhrai da gcuid, ar chlar teili-
fise, go raibh siad ag suil le
tacaiocht 6n Chumann Luchleas
Gael.

Ba mhaith liom go dtogfadh
an Club is giorra dhoibh (“Na
Fianna”) an cheist 1dir lamha.
Lasmuigh den scolaiocht ta na
milte earcaigh 6ga don Chumann
nach cheart & leigint le sruth.

Sar ar buaileadh cic amhain
sna craobh-chomortais Chuigi 1
mbliana duirt an seribhneoir seo
go mbeadh na curai seo leanas
againn: Cuige Laighean—Uibh
Faili; Cuige Mumhan—Corcaigh;
Caige Uladh—Doire agus Cuige
Chonnacht—Sligeach.

Duirt sé ag an am go mbain-
feadh Uibh Faili Craobh na
hEireann 1 mbliana.

Cad deireann sé anois? An rud
céanna!

+‘Réaltog’’'—duine  cliuteach,
sar-imreoir (Béarla—‘star’).



IT is my proud boast that I have
heen present at 45 All-Ireland
senior hurling finals, though I
must admit that two of them I
did not see although I was there.
Or if I did see them, they meant
little or nothing to me, because
I should have been left at home
since I was too small to really
know what was going on.

The first final that was ever
honoured with my presence was
the clash between Limerick and
Dublin in the All-Ireland final of
1921, which was not played until
sometime around Easter, 1923. 1
know that Limerick won, but all
I can remember is running in and
out through the legs of the
people at the back of the crowd
on a big earthen bank which, it
ceems to me, stood somewhere
around the junction of the pre-
sent Nally and Hogan stands.

Later that vear I was present
again at the Kilkenny-Tipperary
hurling final of 1922, Again I
never remember seeing anything
of the game and all I really re-
call is being in mortal dread all
through of being trampled to
death by the over-flow crowd.

The first final I can really
visualise was that of 1926 in
which Cork beat Kilkenny very
easily indeed. I remember very
little about the game except that

the Kilkenny goalman, Dick Cant-
well, whom I still meet occasion-
ally around Dublin, prevented his
side from being utterly routed.
What lingers in my memory even
more than the actual match 1s
that quite a number of the spec-
tators refused to stand for the
Soldiers’ Song, which wds then
considered a Free State anthem
by true-blue republicans.
However, I vividly remember
moments from most of the finals
since. In 1931 we had those three
oreat games between Cork and
Kilkenny. As memory serves me

now, I thought the hurling in the

first game was the most brilliant
I ever saw, and I can still call
up the vision of Eudie Coughlan,
a strip of plaster across his nose,
sending over the balancing point
shortly before the end, though
down on one knee at the time.

The second game was one of
tremendous tension, and the roar
I remember particularly was just
before the end when Eddie Doyle
of Mooncoin took a long-distance
free for Kilkenny.

All the people at one side of
the ground thought it was the
winning point, but the umpires
signalled wide. The third game
lost a lot of its glamour because
of the absence of Lory Meagher,
but Cork were good winners at

MOONDHARRIG'S DIARY mmmmmmmmmminn

the end, However, that was a
real red-letter day for me, be-
cause I met one of my College
professors and he insisted on
taking me to lunch and a meal
after the match in the Gresham.
What greater thrill could there
have been for a school-boy?

In 1932 Lory was back, to the
joy of all Kilkenny followers,
although they got one horrible
shock just before the close, when
Tull Considine tore through, and
was foiled just in time by burly
Podge Byrne, who was popularly
known in Kilkenny as ‘the Dub-
linman’ although it was his
brother Eddie who did most of his
hurling in Dublin.

In 1933 we saw Mick Mackey
in an All-Ireland final at Croke
Park for the first time and I re-
call two whiplash points of his
in quick succession shortly be-
fore half-time. However, a sol-
dier called Martin Power, too
often forgotten won Kilkenny's
Roll of Honour, whipped over
two like scores in reply before
Johnny Dunne finished the argu-
ment with an amazing goal.

In 1934 the Mackeys were back
for their first Celtic Cross medals,
and yet my chief memory of that
game is of the vain but valiant
efforts of Dublin’s Charlie Mec-

@® TO PAGE 61

WHEN YOU’RE THIRSTY FROM |

CHEERING ON THE SIDE
Refresh yourself with |




RE
TO LAST LONGER

and they cost far

less than new tyres !

Depots : DUBLIN LIMERICK
KILKENNY LETTERKENNY
CORK ATHLONE
GALWAY DUNDALK
TRALEE BALLINA
SLIGO ENNISCORTHY
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Lenin said on his deathbed
that in order to do what

he wanted to do for Russia,
| he would need ten men

like Francis of Assisi.

&

h

Fr. Dan Joe O’Mahony O.F.M.
Chaplain’s House,
Air Corps Baldonnell,

Co. Dublin. Tel. 592497. |

The Nordell Music Centre

Dublin’s finest music house.

Opposite Lenehans.

® We stock the finest
selection of

@ Pianos and organs (including
electric), eg. by Bluthner
and Hammond.

® Record and sheet music, classical
and ‘pop’.

® Tuition on guitar, organ, etc.

Y.J. NORDELL AND (0. LID.

48 CAPEL STREET, DUBLIN
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Mahon to hurl with one hand,
when called in as a reserve in
the closing stages. He had broken
a finger in the drawn game.

Of course nobody who was at
the 1935 final between Kilkenny
and Limerick will ever forget it.
That was the ‘wet day’ final, a
great classic of the game, an hour
which saw both Lory Meagher
and Mick Mackey at their best,
and which Mackey all but won oif
his own stick in the closing
minutes.

But I can still recall a shower
of raindrops knocked from the
Limerick net as Martin White
cracked home a vital Kilkenny
second-half goal.

Finals did not reach such a
height again for several years.
Limerick and Mackey took ample
revenge on Kilkenny in 1936,
while the Tipperary-Kilkenny
final at Killarney in 1937 was an
utter fiasco, at least to those of
us who travelled down by train
from Dublin.

The train took far longer than
expected to get to Killarney, it
was as hard to get anything to
eat in the town as it was on the
train, and on the way back the
bar ran out of drink, the toilets
ran out of water, and we got into
Kingsbridge at nine o’clock on
the Monday morning,

An unheralded Dublin team
beat Waterford in the 1938 final,
but I remember that day best,
for the fact that it was the first
time I ever saw Christy Ring, a
youngster with crew-cut hair
playing in the half-back line for
the victorious Cork minors.

In 1939, of course, we had the
thunder and lightning final be-
tween Cork and Kilkenny. The
thunder and lightning were In
the heavens, not on the field, and
I particularly remember Jack
Lynch shooting for a goal, and
seeing the ball fly straight up off
his hurley and high over the Kil-
kenny cross-bar. Kilkenny won
by a point,

1940 saw Limerick’s last bow,
they beat Kilkenny fairly com-
fortably, and then came Cork’s
four in a row, but particularly
none of these was a memorable
final except for the goal-keeping
of Jim Donegan for Dublin in
1942.

A high wind ruined the Tip-
perary v. Kilkenny final as a
spectacle, though 1t gave us a
fair share of good hurling just
the same, while 1946 was the
year that Christy Ring really
made his name with “a brilliant
ten-minute spell late in the first
half that shattered Kilkenny,

But the wheel came full circle,
as it mearly always <does, and
Kilkenny again pipped Cork in
the 1947 final, the greatest since
1935, thanks to the uncanny ac-
curacy of Terry Leahy and one
mighty clearance by Paddy
Grace that brought the winning
point,

Waterford collected their first
title in 1948, the man I particu-
larly remember as demoralising
Dublin that day was full forward
Ned Daly, who was playing his
club hurling with U.C.D. while

‘Tipperary then came back into

the reckoning with a three-in-a-
row run that culminated with
victory over Wexford in 1950.

The rise of Wexford brought
a new era in hurling, even though
it was Cork who now took up the

running, and had three in a row
in their turn. Again, the last of
these was against Wexford, and
the Corkmen were lucky to win.

I still believe that, had not
their great full-back, Nick O'Don-
nell retired with a broken collar-
bone early In the second half,
Wexford must have won that day.
However, their days of glory
were not long delayed. The
Rackards, O'Donnell, Tim Flood,
the Kehoes and Co. turned in a
great second-half to conquer Gal-
way in 1955, and then crowned
their endeavours by defeating
Cork in that memorable decider
of 1956, when goalman Foley’s
great save from Christy Ring de-
prived the great Cloyne man of
his ninth All-Ireland medal.

Kilkenny, after a long absence,
returned to the winning list with
a late run to beat neighbours
Waterford in 1957, Tipperary
beat Galway in a rather dull
final in 1958, while 1n 1959
Waterford had thelr revenge on
Kilkenny for the 1957 defeat but
only in a replay, after they had
been foiled at the first attempt
by some wonderful goal-keeping
by Ollie Walsh, the best I have
ever seen in any All-Ireland
final.

1960 saw Wexford, the team
that couldn’t win, beat Tipperary,
the team that couldn’t lose, and
the finals of the past ten years
are, after all, modern history.
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GRASS and CLOVER SEEDS

Alex Dickson & Sons, 47 Clarendon Street, Dublin 2.
Telephnne : Dublin 781077, 781248.

Telegrams : Hawlmark.

61

e —— SN




L e
e L il
o

i

o

"-::a..'
s

G
i e
Ry

P i i
o P R e

- belhind the scenes i a man’s world.
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right. Vests and trunks stylishly tailored the scenes in a man’s world, National is
for warmth and comfort, Long-lasting first choice. By men of action everywhere.

W.P. McCarter & Co. Ltd., Buncrana, Co. Donegal. Telephone: Buncrana 27 and 77.




DONT RULE OUT KILKENNY

HE wvast majority of the
thrills and excitement recor-
ded in this vear’s senior hurling
championship campaign to date
has been confined to the southern
province.

Indeed, to be precise, apart
from Limerick, Cork and Tip-
perary, the remaining counties
gave supporters of the small
ball game very little to shout
about.

Over the last few years there
has been much mooting for the
cause of an open draw in the
All-Ireland title race. While such
an idea probably has some good
points the obvious case against
it lies in the fact that the Mun-
ster Championship possesses a
charm and a tradition seldom
equalled in the world of sport
and to destroy something so
wonderful would be nothing
short of a tragedy.

Many major Munster matches
in recent seasons turned out as
little more than anti-climax
affairs, but this year such was
hardly the case as the standard
reached the proportions of the
good old days. And just think,
without the Munster Champion-
ship we would have been de-
prived of games like, Limerick
and Cork in the semi-final and
Limerick and Tipperary in the
final!

One would hardly be too far
from the mark in stating that a
team which will not be appearing

SAYS NOEL COOGAN

at Croke Park on the ﬁ}*ét Sunday
of September really made the
battle for the McCarthy Cup the
most exciting in years. That
team is, of course, Limerick.

Most neutral supporters are,
no doubt, a trifle disappointed
that the Shannonsiders will not
be displaying their talents on
hurling’s biggest day this year.
While Cork, Tipperary, Wexford

and Kilkenny have all proved
worthy standard bearers 1In
recent times there can be little
questioning the fact that new
champions would do the game
a world of good. Still, we will
look ahead with eager anticipa-
tion to more satisfying hours
from this up and coming Lim-
erick side in the coming months

@ TO PAGE 64
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The wheels of progress have brought Jacobs a long
way from the Penny-Farthing days. The greatest
ingredient for success is consumer satisfaction.
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and who knows, they may suc-
ceed in 1972 where they so
bravely and narrowly failled in

1971.
All credit to Tipperary for

the magnificent manner in which
they regained the Southern
crown. They helped to make the
Munster final a match that those
of us fortunate enough to witness
will not readily forget. But then,
the men from the Premier county
have been dishing out exciting
stuff right from the start of the
hurling season. From last Decem-
ber, one could say, when the
wearers of the 1mmortal Blue
and Gold jerseys gave us a taste
of things to expect when over-
coming the reigning All-Ireland
champions, Cork, in a memorable
if not belated Oireachtas final.
Tipperary have been exciting in
both victory and defeat. They
had little to be ashamed of when
suffering three agonising defeats
at the hands of Limerick in the
National League, while there was
much to be proud of iIn two
victories over Cork, one in the
League semi-final and the other
in the Wembley tournament
game, a match which showed
exiles and aliens alike what a
truly superlative spectacle hur-
ling can be, and the one which
mattered most, that sweet success
against Limerick at XKillarney.
Tipperary are now poised for
their first All-Ireland title since
1965 and I, for one, am not pre-

pared to say that this 1s not their
year.

While Tipperary have been
most impressive in their march
to the final, their opponents Kil-
kenny have crept in virtually
unnoticed. As 1n so many pre-
vious vears we were left with a
Wexford-Kilkenny pairing when
Leinster Final day arrived. Un-
derdogs like Kildare, Offaly and
Dublin departed tamely from the
race and supporters from either
counties found little to cheer
about. Similarly, the provincial
decider fell far short of its usual
high standard and even though
the Noresiders pulled through
comfortably enough in the end
their fans hadn’t all that much to
shout about. As far as thrills
are concerned this game was not
a patch on its Southern counter-
part.

Still, this does not mean that
Tipperary are going to have it
easy on final day. Far from it.
Kilkenny are the team for the
big occasion. They seldom dis-
appoint when the chips are
down. They will be underdogs
this year and they love it that
way. Remember 1967 against
Tipperary? Also 1969 against
Cork. What about 1971 against
Tipperary? Who knows what may
happen. Kilkenny may not have
shared in many of the thrilling
moments so far this year. But,
I, for one, will not be at all
surprised if they make up for it
on September 5.
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he is typical of the player of
class in one of its manifestations.
Not the Ring kind who showed
his talent on each and every
occasion—from the least impor-
tant challenge to the most vital
championship game. To Roche,
there is the need for a stimulus;
he can play such uninspired
stuff for his club and in his
county’s lesser games; but when
the time comes for the big
games, the adrenalin runs and
Roche displays a talent such as
few players have ever been
gifted with—instinctive, delight-
ful, complex. He looks like a
small boy playing with imagin-
ary opponents in his back
garden, so little do the rest of
the players seem to influence
his play.

Tipperary rest heavily on this
charismatic thing from Roche
and Keating, for it lifts them
from a hard-struggling side to
a winning one. It enhances the
gritty work of lesser mortals
by adding to it the touch of
glamour and makes them feel
all the better themselves.

Peter O’Sullivan is a lovable,
enthusiastic goalkeeper, who re-
leases his pent-up waiting excite-
ment when he finds the ball
within reach: by a ripping dash
out through a ruck or a suicidal
plunge from his line to check a
shot before it is made. The full-
back line is heavily suspect and
will, no doubt, contain Liam

King to give it a bit of brawny
skirmishing ability.

Roche can make up for any
defects if he is in the mood,
and All-Irelands bring the best
out of him; Gaynor is slower and
stiffer, but has consciously com-
pensated with a cooler and more
sober judgement; O’Connor I
have always thought a most
gifted player. Seamus Hogan
was a heaven-sent gift from
Galway for he was able to pick
up a midfield place which was
inadequately manned or else
would demand Roche’s presence;
but P. J. Ryan is never likely
to be more than a sound journey-
man.

Noel O’Dwyer is gifted but
nervous, and often finds it hard
to get settled; Francis Lough-
nane is a great and gritty
fishter, hard to subdue, hard to
counter; John Flanagan looks as
if he may be about to realise
a little of the potential that
seemed lost for years; Roger
Ryan has a nuisance value, at
least, and his awkwardness con-
ceals more hurling than he has
ever shown at inter-county level;
and Dinny Ryan is a tough little
terrier who knows no fear and
has never heard of defeat. But,
they would be all just runners-up
now if it weren’t for the touch of
class, Roche and Keating. They
bear a heavy burden. The most
the rest will be doing is lighten-
ing that burden; they are not
good enough to remove it.
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—— TRIUMPH FOR THE OLD ONES ——

THE young Wexford men be-
hind me in the Hogan Stand

were full with just about every-
thing—confidence, a great arro-
gance, a ribald but reasonably
good-natured rudeness, a sarcasm
that was perhaps louder than it
was biting . . . and, of course,
2 fair shipment of beer.

I can vouch for the lot, par-
ticularly the last, seeing that one
of them had perched himself
forward and uncomfortably
close to my left ear and a strong,
hop-endowed breath left me
with the strong feeling that all
of them had done the traditional
rounds of the Dublin pubs before
setting off to Croke Park for the

Leinster hurling final.

They had no respect at all for
the Kilkenny team and they
proceeded to let all and sundry
know that from the very moment
that the first glimpse of the black
and amber jersey could be seen
under the Cusack Stand.

“They’re a bunch of old men”
—said one of them.

“Would you look at old Eddie
Keher” —said another — “He’s
getting fat around the bottom.”

“And he’s getting thin at the
other end’—that was my next
door neighbour with the brewery
breath.

By this time they were almost
off their seats with all the fun
they were having. “Wouldn’t you
think Ollie Walsh would have
stayed 1in retirement?”’ ‘He
should be drawing the old age
pension.”

“Take a look at Dillon, would
you?’—that was my friend again
—“no wonder they call him Pa.
They should be calling him
Grand-Pa.”

And they didn’t spare old

By PHILIP RODERICK

Martin Coogan, either. According
to them, he belonged to the
Stone Age, or as one of them said
__“He was playing before Nicky
Rackard was born.”

They kept it up right through
the first half, right through the
first five or six minutes of the
second half when Wexford were
still there with a chance.

Then old Martin Coogan belted
in a shot from over 80 yards
out on the left wing . . . and,
what’s this, it's dropped over
everyone’s head and into the net.

And that ancient man Eddie
Keher began knocking the ball
over the bar.

And old “Pa” Dillon had a grip
on Tony Doran . and the

Wexford full-forward was 1n
trouble up to his hocks.

And Ollie Walsh, despite all
that age and infirmity, was able
to drag his tired bones across the
goalmouth to bring off yet
another superlative save.

By midway through the second
half, there was a silence behind
me that made our local cemetery
seem like a wvaudeville show.
There wasn’t a peep to be heard,
not even the hint of a peep.

The Wexford lads had folded
their little tents and were already
stealing silently away to fortify
their lungs for 1972 or perhaps
1973. For 1971 was gone forever
for them—and there was no
hope.
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CARROLL
ALL-STAR
AWARDS

P J. CARROLL and Company
* Limited announce the estab-
lishment of a new sponsorship,
The Carrolls G.A.A. All-Star
Awards, under which All-Star
teams in hurling and footbal] will
be chosen by leading journalists
who cover Gaelic games through-
out the year: The scheme comes
into effect immediately and is for
the current championship season.

The Carrolls G.A.A. All-Stars
sponsorship will be carried out
in two stages. Initially players
for each of the fifteen positions
on the hurling and football teams
will be nominated by the Nomi-
nation Panel which will consist
of 27 full time journalists from
Dublin, Belfast and Cork who
regularly cover Gaelic games.
The final selection of the Car-
rolls All-Star teams will be made
from these nominations by the
Selection Committee which will
be composed of 11 journalists
representing the Dublin news-
papers, Radio Telefis Eireann and
a representative from Cork and
Belfast. The President and
General Secretary of the G.A.A.
will sit on the Selection Com-
mittee as observers and a repre-
sentative of P. J. Carroll & Co.
will act as a non-voting Chairman.

Nominations for the Carrolls
G.A.A. All-Star hurling team will
close on Saturday, September
11th and the team will be an-
nounced in October. The nomi-
nations for Carrolls All-Star
football team will close on Satur-
day, 2nd October and the team
will be announced in November.
Both teams will be presented
with awards at a Banquet in
Dublin in December.

The treatment period is from 15th August to
15th November. The charge for treatment

is 20p (4/-) per animal. A copy of the
Scheme is being sent to every herdowner.

Each herdowner will be notified beforehand
of the day for the treatment of his cattle.
On that day he should have

* all cattle housed or in a yard
help ready for the field staff
the correct blue card for each animal, or

a list of ear-tag numbers of animals for
which blue cards are not available

*x water, soap and a towel.

* o *

Over 5 million cattle must be treated within
three months. Treatment cannot be
postponed except where an animal is ill, or
has been subjected to operation, vaccination
or routine dosing during the previous 14 days.

This is a national scheme and all herdowners
in the country must participate. Those who
do not will be liable to prosecution.

The Warble Fly burrows into
your earnings. Get rid of it now.

155060 BY THE DEPARTMENT 6F ACRICULTEN
AN FIENERMS

Brindley Adv.
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The day Bpp—
bounced back

® FROM PAGE 17

Munster final. Native pride had
taken a bit of a beating and it
was crying out for a boost. They
must have reason to believe in
themselves; Tipperary people are
a proud and independent race;
the thought of another blow to
their morale in Killarney did not
bear thinking about.

That is why they were so over-
joved after the victory. They
have seen better games; they have
plaved better games in the past;
certainly, they have had better
teams. But, no matter, victory
now and self-respect was every-
thing. To be able to raise the
head and shout “Up Tipp” again
without the hollow feeling of
men of straw,

That’s how Tipperary have
come to Croke Park. It was not

Lmsmm CITY LIBRARY
pe-ERENCE GEPT.

weather and tension were heavily
against brilliance. But, there has
seldom been so dramatic a Mun-
ster final — and that is saying
something in an woccaslon annu-
ally famious for its drama. A
Shakespeare could not have bet-
tered it for exploiting the gamut
of emotions: tingling anticipation,
hope, pride, fear, joy, rapture,
sinking apprehension, and finally
unconfined ecstacy and black en-

veloping despair. It was physically
possible to appreciate the de-
light of the Tipperary people
while wiping away an unbldden
tear for the anguish of the
Limerick fiolk.

Indeed, I cannot remember
feeling such disturbed emotions
after a game: you simply were
caught up in the joy of the win-
ners and vet unable to escape
from the tangible horror of the
losers,

JIM TREACY

@& FROM PAGE 11
bruiser type who simply bashes

his way to a degree of fear if not

respect. What he does have is a

little of everything, and plenty of
shortcomings in them all. But

one overriding gift which more
than compensates for all — a
bright alertness, so that he 1is
always a fraction before his op-
ponent in working out the impli-
cations of a situation.

‘“steals’” possession from an ap-
parently secure attacker by a
quick little dash across or a more
daring sally outfield. Alertness
and clear-headed defensive think-
ing. And because of that he makes

his decision and acts on it: no

hesitation, not caught between
minds or between two places. Go
or stay — a simple rule, you
think? But mightily hard to em-
ploy in the heat and speed of a
hurling match.
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For Dominicans it can truly be said “The wide world is our
parish”. Young men are needed to-day as never before to wear
the white habit of St. Dominic and St. Martin de Porres.
REV. FATHER PRIOR, O.P.,
St. Mary’s, Tallaght, Co. Dublin
No one will call with you unless you specifically ask.

Write for information about us to:—

Published by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd.. 32 Portland Place. N.C.R.. Dublin 1.
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Home and awayness

Whether you're playing or watching, after the game
get together over a Guinness.

And if you’re playing (or watching)
away then Guinness has a way all its own of
making you feel at home.

For Guinness says so much, so well.
Like welcome. Or, here’s mud in your eye.
Look forward toseeingyou ¢ == B
again. Now isn’t that a nice way | SSS———
to cheer the winners.(Even o Mg
better, isn’t it a nice way to GUENNESS
cheer the losers ?)
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0sa8 AR Theres more than goodness in Guinness




