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To help the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring Education, Health

and the Gospel to the millions of under-privileged in the world. Lack of

finance or education not necessarily an obstacle.

For advice write to:

REV. SEAN O’HANLON, M.5.C.,

MISSIONARIES OF THE SACRED HEART

Western Road Moyne Park “Woodview”
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behind the scenes in a man’s world,

A tough game. A quick shower. It's a man’s underwear by National. Soft to touch, but |
world. And National makes a man’s world tough enough to take the rugged life. Behind

right. Vests and trunks stylishly tailored the scenes in a man’s world, National is

for warmth and comfort. Long-lasting first choice. By men of action everywhere.

W.P. McCarter & Co. Ltd., Buncrana, Co. Donegal, Telephone: Buncrana 27 and 77/.
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E are proud to feature on our front cover this month Willie

Bryan, captain of the victorious Offaly team. To Willie and

his colleagues we extend sincerest congratulations on their historic
win and hope that it is the first of many.

OMMENTS in an article writ-

ten for a monthly magazine

are occasionally dated when the

publication appears in print—that

is when the commentis concern
current affairs.

The main leading aricle in our
October issue was an example.
GAELIC SPORT was on sale for
the All-Ireland football final; con-
sequently, the article was written
several days before that event.
It called for immediate talks on
the resumption of tours between
Ireland and New York.

As the magazine was going to
press, news broke that talks had
been arranged for the week after
the final. So, our plea was an-
swered even before it appeared
in print. We were pleased by
that co-incidence.

The talks—between Pat Fan-
ning, Sean O Siochain and the
New York officials, Eddie Burke,
Terry Connaughton and Donal
Keating—were fruitful. The

‘way 18 now clear for a new agree-

ment between the Central Coun-
cil and the New York Board and
tours are certain to be resumed
in 1972.

The recent furore over the un-
authorised traffic of players to
New York for week-end games
will not affect the restoration of
good relations between the two
bodies. There is a risk of some
embarrassment, but this can be
avoided if diplomacy is the guide
in whataver disciplinary action
may be taken agalnst the ftrip-

Taoiseach’s letter

NOT GUILTY?

pers and the New York clubs
wilu 1Invieed themn 10 iravel.

14 18 opYIOus tnat vthe New YOrk
OLLCErS nave not peen da parwy lu
JlE dllegeqa breaches or the regui-
4rions rormulared by the Cencray
Louncll 1ast May. bui these men
nave been piaced in a dimcult
position by some of their own
clups.

Once again, production dead-
lines make comment hazardous.
'he whole matter may have been
cleared up by the time these
words are published.

Nevertheless, this question
needs to be answered: Were all
players in this country and all
clubs in New York fully Iin-
formed of the Central Council’s
regulations, or did the Council
assume that publication of the
document in the newspapers was
sufficient notice to all concerned?

If the latter is the case, the
players and the New York clubs
have a sound defence. If the
regulations were not circulated to
all County Boards and clubs, the
allegedly guilty parties can
rightly plead ignorance of the
rules. It is a technical point, but
Iit would stand up in a court of
aw.

And there is another question :
How many County Boards and
clubs in Ireland turned a blind
eye to their players’ transatlantic
journeys since last summer?
Here we have the very delicate
matter of (alleged) guilt by
association. The Council must
ensure that justice prevails.

WHEN our funnier political columnists have space to fill, they fall
back on the continuing interest of the Taoiseach, Mr. Jack
Lynch, in the games of which he was such an outstanding exponent.
Whatever their political affiliations, G.A.A. men, we feel, ignore the
funny columnists’ cheap jokes. It is praiseworthy that the Taoiseach
has maintained his deep interest in the national pastimes. That he
has been able to do so in grave political crises is remarkable. We
all need safety-valves, outlets to relaxation, however brief. Mr.
Lynch has again shown his interest, as his letter on page five of
this issue testifies. We thank him for taking the time to write to

us and, through us, to his fellow Gaels.
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More and more people
are moving to Allied Irish
Banks.

That's a fact.

And it's all because we
don’t only deal with money.
We deal with people.

People like you,

People who need more
than just a bank account. And
more than just a cheque book.

With A.l:B. you get an
old—fashioned thing called
service. And that’s why Ireland
Is going A.l.B.

How about you?

&) Allied Irish Banks




ROINN AN TAOISIGH

DERPARTMENT OF THE TACISEACH

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2

DuBLin 2

It gives me great pleasure to cﬂnvey?through UGaelic
Sport" my heartiest congratulations to Tipperary and
Offaly on their All-Ireland victories,

Both games were played in accordance with the highest
traditions of Gaelic sportsmanship and for this their
full share of the credit must be given not only to the
proud victors but to the gallant losers - Kilkenny and

Gﬁlwayf

For the many thousands of followers of Gaelic games
who watched these two great contests, the 1971 All-Ireland
Finals will be recalled with pleasure and with pride.

Tipperary, with its proud record of twenty-two All-Ireland
victories, and gallant Offaly, third time lucky, well
deserve our congratulations and our thanks,

The fighting spirit of the Offaly men, their tenacity
and their skill which culminated in their first ever

All-Irelasnd win, ensures that the 1971 Football Finsal
will have a special place in the annals of the G.A.A.

For Kilkenny and Galway who all but made it, and all the

other teams,whose gallant and sporting, though unsuccessful,

effforts at earlier stages, have built up the All Ireland
Finals to the great national occasions that they now are,
there will surely be another day. Molaim go hédrd a
bhuaidh agus iadsan a chaill,




Goulding

strikes oil!

Revolutionary new fertiliser discovery by
Goulding sold to aTexas oil company

One of the most important an-
nouncements made recently
by the Goulding Group con-
cerned the sale by Goulding
of the patents for a newly
developed process for manu-
facturing highly concentrated
fertiliser to Pennzoil United
Inc., the multi-million-dollar
Texas o1l and mining corpor-
ation, who also produce fertili-
ser raw materials.

This new development in
fertilisers, Marina Salt, has
been discovered by Goulding
m Ireland after years of in-
tensive research. A develop-
ment of considerable signifi-

This is the kind of
endeavour that the Goulding
Group are able to bring about
by constant application in the
fields of research and develop-
ment. It points the way
Goulding are going In Irish
mdustry. Other companies in
the Group are showing in
their diverse fields a steady
confident progress. These are
the vouthful, progressive
Group members, who have
made their presence telt in
recent years, bringing about
something of a transforma-
tion in the Group which 1s
still going on. Keep watching...

cance for world crops, it gives the highest concentration
of phosphates and potash ever achieved in any fertiliser.

In addition, it provides fertili hich 1s chlori Th G ld. g G p
free and pariiculafé;véuie:abi le'r lul:: raszlifqui? f;r;i?ir;:f e Ou l'n rou
of Companies

Goulding Fertilisers Ltd., Fionore of Kilkenny
Waterford Sack & Bag Company Ltd (Handmade Jewellery)
Goulding Building Litd. Goulding Propertics Ltd

Goulding Horticulture Ltd,
W. & H, M. Goulding Ltd., Fitawilton House, Wilton Place, Dublin Z
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TO OFFALY THE

JOY

AND THE GLORY

By Jay Drennan

{HE transience of all things
human is borne In upon us
in strange and continual realisa-
tions. How curious that now, In
the aftermath of the great event,
the thought of Offaly’s All-
Ireland should inspire such senti-
ments first in the mind. Dreams
are dreamt and seldom realised.
But, there 1s a haunting magic
in striving for some dreamt of
goal that 1s, In some respects,
nearly as enchanting as its
realisation. Who was it that said:
“Better to travel hopefully than
to arrive” ?

There was that climactic day
in Croke Park, when the rains
bucketted down to baptise the
newly-crowned infant champions.
And after that there was the

hilarious, overjoyed celebration
of the native pride throughout
the county as playvers came home
and showed themselves and their
prize to all. And then it was all
over—or nearly over.

Of course, the memory will
sustain and the pride will not
easily be watered down. Offaly-
men are men of substance now,
in G.A.A. circles; no longer
supplicants or hewers of wood.
They enter the elite and must
now bear the burden of all who
cross the barriers of social class.

But, the most affecting thing
i1s that now it is all over; all
the desire for that first title; all
the hope that flamed and fed
on faith and trust in the county
and its men; all the fears of fail-
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THE FOOTBALL
FINAL
IN RETROSPECT

ure and the sweet and bitter
feelings of pushing near the
objective and failing. It has been
achieved. What now? It all seems
like an anti-climax. What can a
League mean after that first
All-Ireland?

Worse, what kind of incentive
does a second All-Ireland create
by comparison with the first—
small beer, surely. It 1is the
change that has taken place 1n
Offaly’s position and in their
status: they have now to make
their own incentive: they must
fashion it out of pure love of
the game or pure pride in their
county—there 1is no outside
factor as before. Like Kerry,
whose greatness surely is in their
incredible headstrong belief that,
though some counties are allowed
by their men to win an All-
Ireland now and again to let the
honour go round a bit, the
honour really rests in the Reeks
and must be brought back there
regularly and with grandeur just
to make the point clear to
others.

That is the kind of attitude
which Offaly will now have fto
fashion if they are to become
a county of true greatness and
one which adds to faithfulness
the power of striking awe in
opponents. That’s as high a moun-
tain to climb as the first title
ever was, and it takes longer,
and it is less tangible and,
therefore, more easily lost sight
of as an objective and a worthy
goal. Putting it very bluntly,

@ TO PAGE 9




Please do. For your own sake,

Plan a thief-proof security
system and check it regularly. In
short, take time to look for risk
potential ; then eliminate it.

And insure your business with
Hibernian. When you improve the
everyday risks as much as you can,

rou’ll have greater peace of mind.
You’ll know that you're completely
insured against illchance; both
from an insurance viewpoint and a
practical one too.

As Ireland’s largest general

P ERNIAN
* Make peace of mind your policy. INSURANCE

Mind your own business.

insurance company, Hibernian
takes a very real interest in the
health of Irish industry, through
insurance cover and through
investment. We know that a little
care in eliminating risks can
eliminate major losses t0o0.

And, happy thought, if everyone
gave some consideration to risk
improvement, we could give
everyone more economic cover.

.....
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Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Tel 772911
And thirty-five local offices throughout the country
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® FROM PAGE 7

chorn of a great deal of its
meaning and for that reason not
quite fairly: will Offaly be just
one more county which won
their way to the All-Ireland by
faith and sweat, but who never
hecame a great county. Will
they win another crown, perhaps,
or two, or even more, and then
fade away and seldom be heard
of again for many years until
perhaps another generation tries
again to revive the spirit. Or will
they become as Kerry, Tipperary,
Kilkenny, Wexford, Cork, Gal-
way, variously in hurling and
football—counties who can never
be counted out of the reckoning,
who may have a bad year this
year, but might come all the way
to the top next year and feel
no need to give a reason for such
a volte face?

Well, Offaly have honoured the
Association In their winning as
in their striving for their first
crown. They were disappointed
many a time. An Offalyman once
told me of the endless number
of Sunday evenings he had
slumped his way back home at
the end of another year of hope,
with the rain inevitably falling
softly as though the gods were
crying in sympathy. Grey even-
ings reflecting the grey in the
heart of a disappointed man.
It was well that there was
another evening of rain and
grey skies, but with the sun
breaking through as though in
comment on the occasion.

The game was seldom in-
spiring, though I confess to an
unusual tension in the feeling of
the crowd and in myself both
at the beginning and as the end
came near. There was some kind
of inevitability at work, though,
and it was hardly the threat of
Galway goals that made the last
seconds wearing. Like the
hurling match, however, there
was a world of significance and
meaning 1in the final for the

AR
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® In this action shot from the Cork-Offaly
All-Ireland semi-final

i
Lt

game, Kevin Kilmur-

ray’s expression typifies the steel determina-
tion of the entire Offaly team thrm}ghuut this
year’s championship campaign.

counties taking part: and for the
rest, it was like looking through
the window at a Christmas party
while standing barefoot in the
snow. The rest of the Association
have every right to hope to see
a great final; but they have no
right whatever to complain if
they get less. To them it can
never hold the meaning it holds

9

for the counties involved. And
for Offaly, at least, winning was
the be all and end all: they
did well to win when you re-
member how much below their
best they played. But neither
their victory nor the manner of
it is any of our business. To
them the glory, and the rightful

joy.

h————--l-iil-ll'#




Gotaparty travel problem?

Orsocial driving worries?

CIE hasthe answer

CIE really can take care of your group travel
requirements better than anyone—they’ve got the back
up organisation and the facilities. _

- . And CIE will take on any problem, social evening
including dinner-dances, theatre, evening, full-day and
afternoon outings. Ladies’ clubs, youth-clubs, pilgrimage
organisers, and all social groups. No organisation worries.
. So if you're the secretary of a club or an association
(or just someone who’s been lumbered with party S
arrangements), you couldn’t do better than O
contact CIE-the answer to party travel problems.‘ CIE §

.

To CIE—Tours Department, 35 Lr. Abbey St., Dublin 1.
. Please send full detalls to:

. NAME

B Aopress

. -

. l

. CLUB/SOCIETY
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HE {football list this month is

\
§

entirely taken up by mem-

bers of the All-Ireland final

teams — Offaly and Galway.
Granted, the game was not great,
but there were several indivi-
dual stars on both sides, perhaps
the most outstanding being the
new champions’ right half back,
Eugene Mulligan.

Mulligan was brilliant when
nearly all of his team-mates were
moderate in the first half and his
consistency was unquestionable
right through the 80 minutes.

- #IH#W

For that performance he
deserves the maximum 10 points,
FOOTBALL
(10) E Mulligan ......... (Oftaly)
(9) P. J. Smyth ...... (Galway)
(9) L. Sammeon ...... (Galway)
() N. Clavin ..o (Offaly)
(9) T. J. Gilmore ... (Galway)
(8) J. smith ............ (Offaly)
(8) S. Levdon ......... (Galway)
(8) M. Heavey ......... (Offaly)
(8) W, Bryan ............ (Offaly)
(V) J. Duggan ......... (Galway)
HURLING
(9) F. Cummins ... (Kilkenny)
(9) P. Hartigan ... (Limerick)
(3) R. Bennis ...... (Limerick)
(8) E. Grimes ...... (Limerick)
(8) P, McDonnell ...... (Cork)
(8) M. Browne ...... (Wexford)
(8) G, Lohan ............ (Clare)
(8) J. O’Brien ...... (Limerick)
(V) P. Enright ... (Waterford)
(7) D. Martin ......... (Offaly)



ARELY can an ‘“outside”
success have brought such
satisfaction to Ulster followers
as Offaly’s historic triumph 1n
this year’s All-Ireland decider. It
is fair to say that the victory
has been hailed throughout the
nine counties; not that the
North has suddenly gone sour
on Galway—always and still a
favourite county  here — but
rather because justice has at last
been done the Faithful one.

I have a feeling too that no-
where has the win been more
sincerely acclaimed than in the
Mournes where those famous
struggles at the beginning of
the sixties remain fresh in the
memory. There 1s particular
satisfaction among the Down
men that Paddy McCormack who
tried so valiantly to thwart them
in the past should have got his
reward at the third attempt.

Yes, it is the genuine popu-
larity of Offaly’s success—with its
clear message of encouragement
to all those counties who have
not yet broken the championship
barrier—that will be one of my
most abiding memories of 1971.

And of course there was that
indefinable magic of final day,
especially when history is made.
For the third time In my life I
had seen a county win its first
All-Ireland title and just as I
can recall the wuncontrolled—
indeed uncontrollable—joy and
emotion of the Roscommon sup-
porters in 1943 and those of
Down some 17 years later, so I
will savour for a very long time

THE ULSTER VIEWPOINT

JUSTICE DONE

the sight and sound of thE’{;OPfaly
following in 1971.

It 1s totally to understate the
case to suggest that it was
a moving scene even for neutrals
—and I don’t believe there were
really very many in the rain-
soaked 70,000-plus crowd who
did not claim allegiance one way
or the other when the final
whistle signalled that “Sam
Maguire” was bound for Tulla-
more.

Having said all that, what
a pleasure it would be to add
that the quality of the play
matched the occasion. However,
in the interest of truth it must
be stated that this was a mediocre
final with the boredom of a
first-half—it seemed a great deal
longer than those 40 minutes—
only relieved by the victors’ fight
back after the interval. There
was far too much disjointed play
with those brave and memorable
deeds in altogether too short
supply.

And, oh, those 66 frees! I am
not blaming referee Paul Kelly,
who would have been justified in
blowing more often. Not that it
was a dirty match, certainly not,
but how those rules require the
most searching examination.

For Offaly, however, it will
always remain the greatest final
ever, with every score, every
courageous deed in defence,
every move 1n fact, assured a
place in the web and woof of the
county’s story. I appreciate the
position and in acknowledgement

I feel the critical faculties should
be stilled.
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Well done, Offaly! If only Lim-
erick had pulled it off in the
hurling 1t would have completed
the most talked-about double in
the history of the Association.

But back to the vital bread and
butter issue of the National
Leagues. In the aftermath of the
publicity surrounding the cham-
pionship finals, two important
decisions taken by the Central
Councill may not have received
the attention deserved.

I welcome the introduction of
scoring averages to determine
placings for both promotion and
relegation in the event of ties,
while the legislation outlawing
the postponment of fixtures
speaks for itself.

As Armagh secretary Gerry
Fagan told me: “The play-off
system 1s probably the fairest,
but with such a dearth of Sun-
days the sudden death of the
scoring average will assure the
minimum of delay, so vital if
such a major competition is to
retain interest throughout.”

Last year I opposed this idea
when an attempt was made to
bring it in at the last minute,
but now with everybody aware of
the conditions before a ball is
kicked, there should be few com-
plaints.

Incidentally, there is a tremen-
dous demand in Ulster that
RTE should put out a full-length
“Match of the Day” recording
on Sunday evening throughout
the League campaign. I am sorry
to say that I don’t believe any-
thing will come of the suggestion.
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By NOEL COOGAN

MULLIGAN
WAS MAN

EW Faithful County foot-
ballers have played a bigger
part in bringing Gaelic glory to
Offaly over the last few years
than stalwart defender, Eugene
Mulligan. The brilliant Rhode-
man has been starring in the ftri-
colour jersey since 1964, when
he assisted the Midlanders to an
historic first and, to date, their
only All-Ireland minor football
title. It did not take Eugene very
long to develop his obvious foot-
ball talents for he was a mere
sixteen years old when gaining
that national under-18 medal.

Mulligan has continued to go
from strength to strength since
that September day seven years
ago. He served the county
minors in the following two
seasons before graduating to
wearing the Offaly under-21 jer-
sey for four consecutive cam-
paigns. 1968 was the most suc-
cessful of these with the Mid-
landers’ taking provincial hon-
ours before failing against Derry
in the National decider.

The previous year, Eugene
Mulligan made his debut on the
Offaly senior team, in an Octo-
ber league game against Kerry.
He has not lost his place since
and in addition to the familiar
right half back berth has given
service as a corner back and at
centre half back.

But it is the number five jersey

that seems to fit the exuberant
Rhodeman best and few opposing
wing forwards get anything soft
when facing him. Testimony of
such a statement lies 1n the fact
that Mulligan’s opposite numbers
in his two All-Ireland senior
final appearances to date each
failed to register a single score.

While many of his team mates
failed to strike the form they
were capable of producing in the
1969 final against Kerry, Eugene
excelled by turning in a top class
display, holding the highly vaun-
ted Eamon O’Donoghue scoreless
in the process. But indeed Mul-
ligan had been magnificent right
through the championship cam-
paign of that year.

He was no doubt hoping that
Offaly would go one better the
following year, 1970, as he was
honoured with the captaincy. But
disappointment was again his lot
with the Faithful County so
dramatically failing to Meath in
that never-to-be-forgotten Lein-
ster final.

But better things lay in store
for Offalymen and 1971 will long
live in the memories of Midland
Gaels. 1971 will also be remem-
bered as the year in which Eug-
ene Mulligan really blossomed
forward as one of the finest ex-
ponents of Gaelic football in the
game at present. His perform-
ances in all games this year have

13

been right out of the top drawer,
particularly his contribution to
Offaly’s success in the All-Ireland
Semi-final and Final.

Let’s look back to that Semi-
final against Cork, first. Here
Eugene’s work rate was enorm-
ous. Not wishing to confine his
activities to defending alone,
several excursions into the oppos-
ing half were made by the adven-
turous wing back. Judging by
the quality of his overlapping one
couldn’t help feeling that Mulli-
gan was taking a leaf out of ace
English  soccer star, Terry
Cooper’s book, who employs such
tactics with so much success for
Leeds United.

On now to that long awaited
day for Offaly in the final against
Galway and here Eugene Mulli-
gan was my man of the match.
While all of the Offaly players
were stars in their own right in
that great second half revival,
many of them appeared to be dis-
interested in the proceedings dur-
ing much of that opening period.
But not so with Mulligan, who
playved his heart out at a time
when everything seemed to be
going wrong for most of his col-
leagues. His efforts must have
been an inspiration to his com-

rades.

Now that Eugene has gained
that elusive All-Ireland senior
medal there may well be further
honours in store for him within
the coming months. In my book,
he is the number one right half
back in the game and should gain
a berth on the All-Ireland All-
Stars award winning selection.
Similarly he must be a leading
candidate for the “Fotballer of
the Year” award and the coveted
Texaco frophy that goes with it.
As an ardent admirer of his un-
limited skills I certainly will not
begrudge Eugene Mulligan either
form of recognition. |
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CREATIVE STORE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Grange Road,

Douglas, Cork.

Telephone 32881/6

Extensions to Glen Rovers Club

House were designed and

constructed by us.

ALL INQUIRIES TO MANAGING DIRECTOR

all with that

IJI\LI.LA
FoBBE

Sausages, rashers,
bacon joints,

puddings= ‘('
5

mighty meaty flavour




E

THE GREATEST

EVER

NY team that wins a county’s

first All-Ireland senior foot-
ball title must obviously rank
among the great ones. Buf can
Willie Bryan and his talented
company of history-makers really
he hailed as the Master Offaly
team of all time? Or had the
county better combinations in the
past; teams that reached their
peak, say, in golden eras of foot
ball, and were kept out of the
honours list by selections well-
above the ordinary ?

Like, for instance, the Offaly
squad of 1961 that lost the
county’s first All-Ireland senior
final appearance to Down. The
Ulster county had moulded in
that period of glory an outstand-
ing combination; an efficient anc
smooth-moving outfit that must
rank beyvond dispute among the
truly great teams in the history
of the game.

Yet, during those stirring days
in the early ’Sixties, Offaly
showed that they were not all
that far behind the great Down
side. After all, there were two
intriguing clashes between the
counties in the 1960 All-Ireland
semi-final before the Northern
standard-bearers qualified for a
first final outing, and the Leinster

FROM OFFALY
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medal at last.

county also made a great bid to
lower Down’s colours in the 1961
decider.

So, was that outfit that lost
2-8 to 3-6 to Down just over ten
years ago a better side than the
present one; a team with the
skills and class to rank as the
greatest Offaly side of them all?

A strong case can be made for
that undoubtedly top-rate team,
and I would also be prepared to
argue that the all-round standard
in this year’s race for the Sam
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Maguire Cup was not as high as
in the 1961 Championship.

Having said that, however, my
vote must still go to the team
that made September 26, 1971,
such a memorable day for Offaly.
After all, you can’t really argue
with major success — especially
when it comes after a record of
consistent performances over a
period of three seasons.

Offaly’s win over Galway was
the county’s 12th success in the

® TO PAGE 17
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A Question of
Caring

Wicklow has always had the power
to attract people with its beauty and
its amenities. When the E.S.B.

came into Wicklow, it added to the
beauty. The magnificent Poulaphouca
lakes came into being and have been
stocked with fish to lure the angler

AN AMENITY IS CREATED

With the building of the hydro-
electric project in the River Lee two
things happened. The security of
electricity supply in the Cork area
was improved and a wonderful new
amenity was created within a few
miles of the city. To-day sailing,
boating and fishing are possible on
the lake at Inniscarra, on the

River Lee.

GOING FISHING

The E.S.B. has always taken a vital
interest in fresh water fisheries. At
its fish hatchery at Parteen, which
is the second largest in Europe,
hundreds of thousands of young
salmon and trout are reared. These
fish are then planted out in the
Shannon and its tributaries: the
Liffey, the Lee, the Clady and the
Erne. In this way fishermen from
home and abroad are certain of good
sport.

L .""...‘ -‘h" J

ANOTHER TREE IS PLANTED
Just one of the thousands set every
year by the E.S.B. as part of its
environmental programme to keep
Ireland beautiful. Landscaping, tree
and flower planting at our E.S.B.
stations and the development of the
Rivers and Lakes at qur power
plants—these are just some of the
ways in which the E.S.B. cares for the
environment in which it serves.
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Championship since the summer
of 1969, as against one draw,
and only two failures—to Kerry
in the 1969 All-Ireland final, and
to Meath in that never-to-be-for-
gotten and high-scoring Leinster
decider of 1970. A team has to
have something special to chalk
up a record like that over such
a long period, and especially in
these days when competition is
so keen.

Yes, this is a first rate Offaly
selection, one that displays enter-
prise, ideas and flair. Where it
may fall down in comparison with
the 1961 side 1s at the back.

It could be hard to find a bet-
ter full-back line in any era than
the Paddy McCormack, Greg
Hughes and John Egan bulwark
of the ’Sixties. Willie Nolan was
a Righly dependable goalkeeper,
and Phil O’Reilly, Mick Brady and
Charlie Wrenn provided plenty
of experience and class in the
half-line.

To 1llustrate the power Offaly
then had at the back—the county
supplied no fewer than six
players in the Leinster defence
in the 1961 Railway Cup final win
over Munster.

The present rearguard has men
who can compare individually
with those great stalwarts of the
last decade, but the defence still
does not appear to have the all-
round solidarity of the 1961 set-
up.

However, I'm convinced that
Fr. Gillooly’s company of trend-
setters score In more ways than
one over the 1961 squad in attack.

Harry Donnelly needed lessons
from no one in the art of putting
over the points—he finished the
1961 season with a score of 7-99
(120 points) in 24 games which
still stands as the Leinster record
for all competitions.

Tommy Greene, Donie O’Han-
lon and Mick Casey were also to
the fore in a lively enough scor-
ing division.
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TOP SCORERS OF 1911

E leading scorers in the 1971 Senior Hurling and Football cham-

pionships are:

HURLING

Points
55 E. Keher (Kilkenny)

44 M. Keating (Tipperary)

31 R. Bennis (Limerick)

17 T. Ring (Westmeath) ..
1% J. Flanagan (Tipperary)

Score Games Average
4-43 4 13.75
6-26 4 11.00
2-25 3 10.33
2-11 2 8.50

2-11 4 4.25

Keher thus passed out the 1956 hurling high-point of 12-15 (51
points) scored in four games by Nick Rackard (Wexford). And
Keating is a new leader for Munster.

Previous to this Jimmy Doyle (Tipperary) set the pace for the
South with 36 points—a tally he reached in 1960 (6-18) in four games,
and again in 1962 (4-24), also in four matches,

FOOTBALL
Points Score Games Average
38 A. McTague (Offaly) .. 1-35 5 7.60
31 S. Leydon (Galway) 4-19 5 6.20
27 M. Kearins (Sligo) 0-27 3 9.00
26 E. Condron (Laois) 3-17 4 6.50
23 D. Coughlan (Cork) 1-20 3 7.66

McTague equalled the football peak of 38 points established by

Charlie Gallagher (Cavan) at 3-29 (38 points) in five games in 1965,
In Connacht, Cyril Dunne (Galway) was the pace-setter until this
year with 0-28 in four games in 1964,
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However, the outstanding im-
pression that remains with me
over the years is that Offaly
lacked generalship up front.

The present attack may also
not have a real director of
strategy in the sense of a Sean
O’Neill, Pat Griffin or Mattie
McDonagh, but it still, nonethe-
less, i1s a highly efficient force.

It’s a division that can display
co-ordinated, fluid play, one brist-
ling with industry and enthus-
iasm, and most important of all,
a department that has been mak-
ing the most of scoring oppor-
tunities.

Then, of course, there is also
a man to match Donnelly’s scor-
ing feats in Tony McTague.

I think, too, that to-day’s men
have more to recommend them
at midfield. Willie Bryan and
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Kieran Claffey may not have
exactly scaled the heights in the
All-Ireland final, but here are two
footballers of tremendous poten-
tial.

If it were possible to back this
pair against any of the variety
of combinations Offaly employed
in the 1961 game (and they had
at least three different pairings
in operation during that game) I
would be on the side of the All-
Ireland medal winners.

Over and above all, I'm con-
vinced that the present team is
the best pure footballing com-
bination I have ever seen from
Offaly.

So, there you have the main
reasons why I feel Willie Bryan
and his men are entitled to rank
as the Master Offaly team of all
time. What do you think ?
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Football Immortals

BOOK REVIEW by OWEN McCANN

“TPEADERS of ‘The Foothall
Immortals’ will find them-
selves involved with famous
players and participants in the
memorable games and events
that fill the pages of this exciting
book. For this is no dreary nar-
rative; in these pages people and
games come to life again.”

Thus writes Mr. Pat Fanning,
President of the G.A.A., in the
course of a Foreword to the im-
portant and mammoth produc-
tion of virtually 400 pages of text
and photographs that is the ex-
citing new edition of Raymond
Smith’s “The Football Immor-
tals.”

And how right Mr. Fanning 1s !
One could not get a more com-
prehensive, a more informative
and a more entertaining review of
all the great days, the great
games and the great men in the
long and colourful history of the
game than this. In short, the
high standard set by the first
edition in 1968, which proved
such an outstanding success, is
proudly maintained.

It would be wrong to assume,
however, that this latest edition
is merely an up-dated version of
that of three years ago. Cer-
tainly, all the major happenings
in football in the meantime are
covered splendidly, including
Kerry’'s successful World tour.

But the 1971 book covers a
great deal more. There is a
completely new selection of
superb pictures, ranging from a
splendid action shot in colour on

the cover to a sequence that
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vividly captures the full bril-
liance of D. J. Crowley’s goal in
the 1970 All-Ireland final, from
prints illustrating some of the
matchless skills of such as Mick
O’Connell and Sean O’Neill to
those always so interesting and
nostalgic team photographs.

An exciting new dimension 1Is
also provided by the opening
chapters spotlighting memorable
days author Smith spent in the
company of Mick O’Connell on
Valentia Island in the summer of
1970.

Here we learn much of the
Mick O’Connell away from the

S,

® A happy gmp pictured at the reception sponsored by Player-

“...IN THESE
PAGES,
PEOPLE AND
GCAMES COME
TO LIFE
AGAIN”

—Pat Fanning

roar of the crowd. Of his life
on the island, his belief that there
must be constant practice if per-
fection is to be maintained, and
how a leaf on a branch of a tree
can play a part in his practise of
a running leap.

Here, too, we learn of his
tributes to such as Jim McKeever
(Derry), (“The finest fielder of
the ball I have met at midfield”),
and that he feared the wind at
Croke Park more than anything
else on the day of an All-Ireland
semi-final or final.

These opening four chapters

® OVERLEAF

Wills (Ireland) Limited to launch the new edition of “The Foot-

ball Immortals”. (L. to R.): Niall O’Flynn, Public Relations

Manager, Player-Wills; Kevin Beahan, former Louth footballer;

Senator John Doyle, former Tipperary hurler; Raymond Smaith,

the author; Paddy McCormack, Offaly, and Bobby Beggs, former
Galway footballer.

19




@ FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

are among the most absorbing I
have ever come across. In this
section, too, the author chron-
icles the earlier, epoch-making
events up to 1930.

“By means of this flash-back
technique, I hope to show how
the tradition created by men like
Dick  Fitzgerald, ‘Aeroplane’
0O’Shea and Con Brosnan forged
that pride in the Green and Gold
which inspired O’Connell to the
dedication which has made him
the idol of the young”, writes
Raymond Smith in the book. He
has succeeded admirably in that
aim.

The chapters from the ’Thir-
ties have been retained from the
1968 edition, and are enhanced
by in-depth coverage of the top
games right up to the 1971 All-
Ireland Galway-Down semi-final.
Everything you want to know
about Kerry’s memorable and
ambitious world tour is here, too.

The narrative ends where it

began, back again on Valentia
Island last summer, spotlighting
O’Connell on the great players
and his views on retirement.

Weigh in a comprehensive
records section, with the results
of all the All-Ireland senior finals,
the National League deciders, and
the Railway Cup games, as well

“For this second edition
of “The Football Immor-
tals” the author 1is in-
debted to Joe Walsh Tours
Ltd., who, I wunderstand,
have contributed gener-
ously, and, with Player-
Wills and the support of
other concerns have made
it possible for the author
to pursue necessary re-
search and enabled the
publishers to produce a
really attractive edition.”

PADRAIG O FAININ,
(Uachtaran C.L.G.)

as the teams for the Champion-
ship and interprovincial deciders,
and it all adds up to incredibly
good value for money at only 50
pence.

The book is also superbly pro-
duced.

After all this it may seem chur-
lish to make one small eriticism.
I do feel, however, that it was a
mistake to omit the index. 1
found this an invaluable refer-
ence guide in the 1968 edition,
and I know I am going to miss
the index in the future as I re-
peatedly turn to the 1971 edition
for reference work.

However, this is a small point,
and if you fail to buy this book
you will miss out on a lot.

The Football Immortals. A
Popular History of Gaelic Foot-
ball by Raymond Smith. With a
foreword by Mr. Pat Fanning,
President of the G.A.A. Printed
and published by Dublin Creative
Press Ltd., Creation House, Bot-
anic Avenue, Dublin 9, for 50p.

THE NEW RULE "27°

“Each player shall, at the time of his choice, take a continental
holiday each year at one of the fabulous 27 JWT holiday resorts. Any
player not obeying this rule will be prevented from taking
part in further competition on grounds of
lack of relaxation, continental sunshine and a complete break.”

AV

JOE WALSH TOURS, 16 Nassau Street, Dublin.

31 Castle Street, Belfast. Phone 43251.
WWWWWMWMW

you're better off going with JWT

34b Grafton Street.
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By EAMONN YOUNG

They want Cork
out of the |
under-age games!

HOULD Cork be debarred
from under-age competition?
The question reminds me of the
yarn about Sonny Liston 1in
training for a fight with some-
body when poor old Sonny was
belting the noggins off every-
body.

The pressmen visited his
camp and one them who, like
some of the professional jour-
nalist friends of mine (who
shall be nameless this time)
wanted the world to know he
was a knowledgeable chap, said
to Sonny, “Are you punching as
hard as you used to, Champ?
You don’t seem to be hitting with
the same power.”

“Punchin’ hard?” rumbled the
big lump of ebony. “Listen feller,
if I punch any harder dose guys
won’t even show up.”

Sonny was muscle-bound from
beating those fellows around just
then but nobody suggested he
should be debarred just to give
the others a chance. Cork this
year have contested four under-
age finals, winning three. So we
talk about ruling them out. Now
I’'m not particularly fond of Cork-
men myself—I've met too many
of them—but a championship is
a competition in which the idea
is to nominate the best, usually
the hard way. To aim at anything
less is just silly.

One reason Cork has been
doing well in the under-age

games is because of the playing
population. Must an area be
penalised because of the modern
trend in urbanisation or because
decent Corkmen rush their wives
over the county bounds from
places like Bennetsbridge and
Bohola to have their sons de-
livered in Cork? Or should Cork
dismiss the good teachers, lay
and clerical, the good organisers
and the selectors just because
the boys trained hard to win?

The championships must con-
tinue as they are and 1f Cork
don’t win another for years we
must just sit and moan away
about it. Cork have won a lot;
the county has also lost a lot,
and you’ll notice it’s the chaps
who are used to being beaten
take it best in the end and also
take thelr gains with a champion’s
humility.

Between 1903 and 1919 Cork
won no Alllreland. I wasn’t
moaning then simply because I
wasn’'t around, but it was one
of the things that wupset my
father till the day he died, for
he talked about two finals 1n
which he said Cork should have
been crowned champions. But I
was around from ’'54 to ’66 and
during which no senior cup
came to the Lee and I certainly
did moan enough. So, just be-
cause Cork is up now, in under-
age games, is no reason for all
the rest to commit suicide.
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Most of the counties don’t
take as much notice, I think, of
the minor and under-21 competi-
tions and so to win is difficult.
“The difficult takes time, the im-
possible a little longer,” said
Napoleon, an old friend of the
family’s and that’s the motto for
those who want to get places
in any sphere.

We talk about try, try and try
again and we tell yarns about
weary Robert Bruce lying bate
out on the flat of his back in an
Antrim cave watching a spider
trying to swing himself from one
side to another on his silken
line. Friend spider just wasn’t
getting anywhere. Neither was
Robert in his laudable desire to
hunt the English south of the
Scots border. In the end the
spider gritted his molars, and
with one mighty swing caught on
to the other side of the cave.
The web was begun. Up jumped
Robert with a hurroo, galloped
madly back across the sea, and
started all over again to belt
the English with an energy
something fierce, and put the
run on them south of the border.

Tryving to win an All-Ireland
in games is not quite as serious
and not as hard either, so per
haps we should talk less about
the Bruces of this life and just
get out and follow their example.
The country is full of young
footballers and there are a fair
number of hurlers also who
would make the grade if they
were trained as carefully as the
present champions, and here I
take a moment off to point out
that the excellent Mayo minor
football team which beat Cork
in the final didn’t grow over
night on the nearest bush.

The next and very natural
question is: why don’t Cork win
more senior championships?

@ TO PAGE 23




Ta liosta na bliana 1971-1972 da fhégairt anois ag an :

CLUB LEABHAR

LINTE LIOMBO Sean O Riordain
DEIRC AN DIOMHAOINTIS Padraig Og O Conaire
SEAN T. II An tAth Padraig O Fiannachta
MAELDUN Diarmuid O Suilleabhain
DUDHUCHAIS An tAth. Padraig O Maille
Costas na leabhair thuas, [S

l Ba mhaith liom clard sa Chlub Leabhar |

I Leis seo ta mo thaille—£
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Country: Anlone, Cariow, Clonmel , Gork Evis, Gralwayy, O'Conell St LimexricK Canerdaviin, Limerick Siigo, Tulawore Navan
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Well, the county wins a fair
number of hurling cups and it
wouldn’t be good for the game
if they won much more. As 1
have often mentioned, the spirit
of Jim Barry hovers benignly
over the teams at half time and
if there is a lessening in Leeside
fire after the interval it’s all for
the good of the weaker counties.

In football, the reason the

senior team hasn’t won much
for the last twenty-five years
or so is because they aren’t
good enough. This year they
were too vyoung and lacking
in the power that lit up Croke
Park on a rainy day and brought
the cup to the county that dearly
and deservedly wanted it. In
football, Cork simply isn’t ready
to win a senior All-Ireland and
may not be for another few
years. The average age of the
present bunch is about twenty-
three and unless there are a few
real stars that’s too young.

In fact, there 1s no guarantee
at all that the under-age star
will become a senior monarch.
One reason is that he may not
train as hard when he is bereft
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The Cork minor hurlers of 1971—Still chamuvions of All-Ireland.

of the close guidance available
in his vounger days and the
other is that the lads in the rest
of the country who are not
coached as consistently in the
pre-21 era may become integrated
with teams already formidable
who have that coaching and
training. Men like these not only
play good football but they stick
so close to you on the field
that you can hear their hair
grow. In that atmosphere the
under-age champion who has not
grown up, doesn’t stand a chance.

This is not necessarily true
in the case of the Cork under-
age champions. I would like to
see them have another three
years before we get impatient.
Just now there are so many
questions being asked about
them one could think that instead
of being an average age of
twenty-three they were belng
wheeled around a  geriatric
ward.

Should the under-age dual star
concentrate on one game?
Yes, I think so. Concentration
in any sphere if allied
to normal ability must bring
success in proportion to that
ability. When ability is dissipated

23

the results are usually not so
good for the diverse activity
demands above average ability
and not all the dual stars, as we
so blithely call them, have this.

Usually they are simply good
ball-players and when they are
well known in the top class they
are carefully and sometimes un-
ceremoniously herded out of the
game. We have had good men
playing well in the two games
but I always think how much
they would have been just that
bit better had they concen-
trated on one, say worked at
inter-county football and aspired
to good senior club hurling.
There’s an old Persian seanfhocal
saying “Ni thig leis an ngobaddn
an da thrdigh a fhreastail” and
a gobadin could fly.

So there you are. Instead of
banning Cork from under-age
competition why not congratulate
the county on 1its deserved
success and point her out to the
rest as an example of what
leadership and guidance does for
youth?

In ’71 that’s a fairly important

lesson in fields broader than
those we play on . . .




Massey-Ferguson

GIVES FARMERS
T0P PROTECTION

All new MF tractors are now fitted with
Safety Cabs. They've been designed
to comply fully with the latest safety

regulations and give
all-weather protection and comfort at
the same time, The cab is an

integral part of the tractor, You have
a choice of two,

a flexible reinforced vinyl| cab
or a De luxe steel cab,

MF puts saiety FIRST

Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2, 'Phone: 67261,

fogarty

Ihey cost less in the long run!

Eead Office ; Dublin Road, Kilkenny. :
e€pots ;: Dublin - Cork - Limerick - Galway - Tralee - Sligo - Athlone - Letter-

Kenny

ARE YOU RIDING A
TIGHT-ROPE WITH DEATH

]
Check your tyres NOW! i

¥ -
The artist who rides a tight rope and the man whuidrives his car with "
bald or badly worn tyres have the same thing in common. They're

both tempting fate. Put your mind at ease and buy a set of famous Fit

Kill_{te:nn}.F Remoulds. The cost is only a little more than half the

cost of new tyres.

Dundalk Ballina Enniscorthy Belfast - Coleraine,
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DO
YOU
WANT
70
SEE
NEXT
YEAR'S
ALL
IRELAND ?

WHEN you consider the hun-
dreds of G.A.A. matches
played almost every Sunday of
the vear and the distances faith-
ful followers travel to them, you
will realise that G.A.A. fans use
the roads very extensively. And
nowadays, travel means danger.
In 1969, the number killed on
Irish roads was 462. The position
was much worse in 1970, when a
total of 540 met their deaths
and this year, so far, the toll
looks like being even heavier and
setting a new record. It now
seems almost inevitable that in
the three year period ending on
31st December next no less than

1,500 of our people will have
met tragic, untimely, and in many

cases unnecessary, deaths. The
statistics show that more than
half the accidents happen on

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays,
so it will be realised that in
travelling to matches followers
must take particular care to
ensure that gaiety or enthusiasm
will not interfere with the serious

‘business of driving.

In the past ten years or so,
trafic on Irish 7roads has
doubled and with the increase
in danger the Minister for
Local Government has been
making praiseworthy efforts to
keep the public reminded of
their obligations to themselves
and to others on the roads. With
the use of television, radio, the
cinema and the newspapers to
spread the message of road
safety, there can hardly be a
driver in the country who has
not heard wise words of advice
in one form or another. Unfor-
tunately, however, there is plenty
of evidence to show that a lot
of the advice is going unheeded
and that a great number of
drivers are not obeying the regu-
lations which are there for their
own safety.

We ask each of our readers
to ask himself if he is one of
those who is contributing to the
present tragic situation.

Do you work on the land? If
yvou do, the chances are that you
drive a tractor—and these can be
dangerous too. Only too often
we read of tragic deaths in over-
turning accidents, either on the
roads or on the farm. Over a year
ago, regulations were introduced
compelling the owners of newly-
registered tractors to fit them
with safety frames and this
again was done only after careful
consideration by the Minister for
Local Government and after
it had been proved that the
safety frame saves the life of the
driver if his tractor overturns.
But supposing your tractor 1s not
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that new ? Well, the chances are
that it will last for many years
to come, and i1t could in that time
kill or injure yourself, a member
of your family, or one of your
workers. Why not get a safety
frame fitted to it, even though
the law does not compel you,
and work 1t with an easy mind?

Most people are conscientious
in their ordinary day-to-day lives,
but they are often less particular
in their use of the roads, and
this is a pity, since it 1s on the
roads of today that people are
doing more harm to each other
than in any walk of life. Every
vehicle has a number of essen-
tial safety features, and under
the Road Traffic Acts the owner
is legally obliged to keep them
up to scratch. Perhaps he can
get away with neglecting them,
for the time being—but he
shouldn’t congratulate himself on
that, because these laws are
there for the protection of him-
self and the general public. Do
you arrange for a regular
mechanical check on  your
vehicle? Or do you depend on
what has come to be known as
“crisis maintenance”? If you do,
yow'll hardly keep on escaping
the consequences of your own
negligence. If your vehicle is
serviced regularly it prevents
excessive wear to valuable parts
and is cheaper in the long run.
Naturally, the first thing yowll
think of is brakes, and it 1s
essential that these be kept In
perfect condition. But there are
other vital items too. It is illegal
to drive with bad tyres, and that
is because they skid so easily
and can kill you if one of them
bursts while you are travelling
at even a moderate speed. So,
if you have a bald tyre, get it
replaced without delay. Your
steering, lights and wipers are
also vitally important and their
effectiveness can mean literally
the difference between life and
death, either to yourself or
somebhody else.
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® FROM PAGE 27
League matches at the back end
of last season, that they had lost
some at least of their faith in
themselves.

But then came the spring and
as they girded themselves for the
new campaign the writing was
really on the wall for anyone to
read., They held Kerry to a draw
at Tralee, they walloped Galway
at Ballinasloe, and if they were
not all that impressive when ac-
counting for Longford in their
first championship game at Mul-
lingar, they did a good day’s
work when accounting for their
close neighbours Laois at Port-
laoise where few teams can
travel all that hopefully. And of
course they really set tongues
wagging when they fairly obliter-
ated In the Leinster final a Kil-
dare side whose supporters had
fondly hoped was going to revive
at long last the ancient glories
of the Lily White.

Cork, having given All-Ireland

_I,:' Ml r... !

Paddy McCormack

champions Kerry a six-point start
and an eleven-point beating in
the Munster decider, were con-
fident enough facing Offaly in the
semi-final, but Offaly won far
more decisively than their final
margin suggested and so in
popular esteem went firm favour-
ites into the final against Galway.

That final is history now, and
not a single moment of it will
ever be forgotten in Offaly, but
the fact remains that for two
teams of such talent the football
was never memorable and often
mediocre. However, the closing
stages compensated in excite-
ment for anything the game may
have lacked in classic football,
and when it was all over, the
Offaly players, mentors, officials
and followers at last had seen the
day the county had awaited for
more than 80 years, the day a
senior All-Ireland title was
brought home to the Faithful
County.

As we watched the scenes of
almost tearful enthusiasm that
followed the last whistle a Tip-
perary man near me said. “’Tis
a good job all that rain came.
Otherwise they’d light so many
bonfires they could burn the
whole county.” “Yerrah,” said | &
“wouldn’t it be worth it, after
striving so long.”

Hard-hitting

LAGKTHORN UNBEATAB

Boots that set the pace in sport to-day.
design, real strength and
comfort built-in. Nylon soles and

interchangeable screw-in studs.
That’s Blackthorn !




THE PURCELLS OF HANDBALL

HAVE you ever been to

Ballymore Eustace in Co.
Kildare ? Perhaps on your way
to better known Blessington, you
may have fringed on the village,
but certainly if you have had any
handballing interests, its com-
pact ballcourt must have been
your rendezvous at some stage or
other.

I watched a game there a few
Sundays ago and as the marks
came rolling back in erystal-clear
tones from the front of the gal-
lery, I paused for a moment and
looked for the marker.

Here, in fact, was an official
who, for so long has passed ur-
heralded and unsung, that it was
time to focus the spotlight on
him for a spell.

For such 1s Doctor Purcell.
Unobtrusively he has worked
zealously for handball in Bally-
more Eustace and Kildare, and
like many great officials has in-
variably shirked the limelight.
Yet, when there is a game to be
refereed or marked, a journey to
be made to any alley in the
country, or a word of encourage-
ment required by a Kildare
player, the esteemed Doctor is
always at hand.

Thus, the Purcell story com-
mences, and it is hardly just coin-
cidence that the Doctor’s sons,
Dan, Billy, Matt, James and
Paddy, were not alone proficient
players from an early age but,
like their father, keenly inter-
ested in every aspect of the game.

Their early development in a
handballing sense makes inter-
esting reading, their latter escap-

By ALLEYMAN

ades are marked with trfump‘h,
but as in all successful stories,
with tragedy also.

On February 21, 1963, Paddy
who had reached the minor hard-
doubles final the previous season,
was abruptly snatched from this
earthly scene, and at once an
irreplaceable void appeared in
the Purcell family and in the Kil-
dare handballing picture.

I remember Paddy turning in
a few magnificent performances
—he was equally good at both
softball and hardball—and his
stylish touches earmarked him as
a player who would reach the top.

Modesty was his greatest char-
acteristic, for he appeared com-
pletely oblivious to his own capa-
bilities—a fact which probably
accounted for the nerves he was
inclined to show in the ballcourt.

Besides handball, Paddy was
also a recognised cross country
runner, and while at school was
not found wanting at football
either,

The young Purcells spent their
earlier days in Dublin, but in
1947 moved to Naas, and in 1950
to their present home in Bally-
more Kustace. The encourage-
ment of their father and the
proximity of the alley spurred
in them a desire for handball

From 1953 onwards their
names have in turn been making
handball news whether in col-
leges, club or inter-county com-
petition.

Matt, who was the best player
in the family, had the unique dis-
tinction of representing Kildare
in all four minor grades for four
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successive years. In 1958 at the
tender age of 15 he took his first
All-Ireland title when partnered
by Robin Winders, a feat which
he repeated in 1960 with Jackie
Byrne.

That same year Matt also
landed the elusive hard-singles
trophy. His final year in the
minor grade, 1961, should have
been the crowning one of his
career but having qualified as the
Kildare representative in the four
grades, injury and illness caught
up with him and it proved to be
rather a nightmare season.

In 1963 Matt transferred his
allegiance to Dublin, the county
of his birth, and played in both
the hard singles and doubles. In
the latter with Mick Sullivan as
partner, he won a Leinster title,
but was beaten in the All-
Ireland semi-final by the Gil-
mores of Cavan.

While Matt 1s best remem-
bered as a player, anybody who
attended the Annual Congress in
1962 cannot forget the efforts he
made to revolutionise the game
with his ‘“time-basis” motions.

He was unsuccessful, but there
is no doubt that the changes that
have taken place in the mean-
time can be partially attributed
to him.

Meantime, the other members
of the family still continue to give
unstinted service to the game.
Indeed one could write a volume
on the ‘“Purcells of Handball”.

As a unit they have spared no
effort in fostering the game and
it in turn has greatly benefitted
by their presence.



CAMOGIE

JUNIORS STOLE SHOW

THE highlight of the camogie
yvear has through the last
decade been All-Ireland day at
Croke Park, but it was an odd
thing this year that the highlight
of Final Day was not the senior

game between Cork and Wexford
but the curtain-raiser, the junior
decider between Dublin and Cork.

True the standard of play In
the senior game has rarely if
ever been higher but maybe it

o —

protects your stock

Magnesium deficiency in grazing leads to Grass
Tetany. Protect your livestock against this killer with
Ballyellen Magnesium Limestone Flour at no extra
cost to your Liming Programme
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. \ @ PRODUCT
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FLOUR
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By AGNES HOURIGAN

was because of the high excite-
ment that marked the -closing
stages of the junior game, while
the senior final became, long be-
fore the end, something of an
anti-climax.

That was probably because
shortly after the restart there
could be few further doubts as to
the outcome. Once Cork broke
a long Wexford siege and broke
away for their fourth goal there
could only be one result, and
though the standard of play re-
mained consistently high, the
competifive interest had gone, as
far as players and spectators alike
were concerned.

But that was a result that
looked anything but likely
through most of the opening
twenty minutes of this game
when not alone did Wexford
make much of the early running
but the Leinster champions must
have been well ahead were it not
for some really superb goal-
keeping by Eleanor Cummins who
on my book was the outstanding
star of the day for the winners.

In addition there was the bril-
liant defence of the whole Cork
rearguard with Marie Costin and
Hannah Dinneen particularly
brilliant.

Then just before the interval
came a quick rush of well-taken
Cork scores by Anne Comerford
and yvoung Rosie Hennessy and
from these hammerblows Wex-
ford never really recovered.

In fairness to the losers, they
made a tremendous effort in the
eight or ten minutes after the
resumption, when they fairly
swarmed around the Cork posts,
but again they met with an ab-
solutely unyielding defence and
when Cork broke away for an-




other great goal from Rosie Hen-
nessy there could be no further
fate but that the O’Duffy Cup was
destined to stay by the Lee for
at least another year.

So Cork proved very conclus-
ively their right to the proud title
of All-Ireland champions, a fur-
ther fitting tribute to the trem-
endous work that has been done
for the game in the county in
recent yvears by those most con-
scientious of officials Lil O’Grady
and Mary Moran. As for Wex-
ford, on the day they were well
beaten, but one could not help
but feel that this was not their
true form. They seemed to lose
their earlier self-confidence when
Cork took those vital scores so
well just before the interval. Nor
will I ever be convinced that the
Wexford mentors did not help
hamper their own cause when
they moved Margaret O'Leary
back from midfield after the
interval. The great player from
Buffer’s Alley was too far re-
moved from the scene of action
when Wexford made their big
effort immediately after the re-
start. Had she been then at mid-
field she might well have engin-
eered the scores her county then
needed so badly but so narrowly
failed to get.

But as I have said earlier 1t was
the junior game that provided the
high excitement of the day,
although the standard of play did
not measure up to that of the
senlor sides.

This was especially so in the
first-half when the occasion
seemed to be weighing heavily
on both sides who were more in-
tent on not making a mistake
than ‘in trying to play with the
carefree ease of which both teams
were capable.

But when the tension wore off
in the second half, we saw some
really fast and spectacular cam-
ogie. Excitement  mounted
steadily as Cork cut the arrears to
two points and then went ahead

with a goal. Dublin edged 1n
front again and were a goal clear
when Cork threw everything
into a last all-out onslaught. But
though the ball was driven to the
very goal-line, the Dublin defence
admirably marshalled by their
captain, Pat Morrissey, refused
to yield, and the holders survived,
but by no more than an inch or
two.

Again the Dublin defence took

&

most of the honours with Mary
Raymond another brilliant goal-
keeper and Jenny Dooley a won-
derful fullback. Farther afield,
Marion Conroy, Miriam Higgins
and Evelyn Sweeney were all
impressive.

As for a game Cork side they
must be wondering what they
have to do to win a junior title
for this was their third narrow
defeat in four seasons.

FIAT

EARTHMOVERS

—the chosen one!

Once again FIAT earthmoving equipment prove them-
selves to be the top choice of the experts In the building
contractors and plant hire industry in Ireland. J. J.
Smith (Dublin) Ltd., Ireland’s leading plant hire com-
pany has just taken delivery of a massive order for a
complete range of FIAT earthmoving equipment.
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Noel Lane,
Tipperary

e

mad

Frank Cummins,
Kilkenny

SIXTY-TWO HURLERS WERE NOMINATED

HE Carrolls G.A.A. All-Stars
Hurling Team was selected
from a total of 97 nominations,
which included some duplica-
tions. In all sixty-two hurlers
were nominated for the 1971
team by a panel of leading G.A.A.
journalists.

The complete list of nomina-
tions for the Carrolls G.A.A. All-
Stars Hurling Team was :(—

GOALKEEPER (8)

Paddy Barry (Cork), Mick
Butler (London), Jim Hogan
(Limerick), Damien  Martin

(Offaly), Pat Nolan (Wexford),
Peter O’Sullivan (Tipperary),
Noel Skehan (Kilkenny), Ollie
Walsh (Kilkenny).

RIGHT FULL BACK (8)

Pat Hartigan (Limerick), Noel
Lane (Tipperary), Fran Larkin
(Kilkenny), Tony Maher (Cork),
Pat McDonnell (Cork), Tony
(’Brien (Limerick), Jim (’Don-
nell (Limerick), Dan Quigley
(Wexford).

FULL BACK (6)

Pa Dillon (Kilkenny), John
Faul (Galway), Pat Hartigan
(Limerick), John Kelly (Tipper-
ary), Pat McDonnell (Cork), Dan
Quigley (Wexford).

LEFT FULL BACK (5)

John Gleeson (Tipperary),
John Horgan (Cork), Jim O’Brien
(Limerick), John Quigley (Wex-
ford), Jim Treacy (Kilkenny).

RIGHT HALF BACK (8)

Matt Browne (Wexford),
Christy Campbell (Limerick), Pat
Lawlor (Kilkenny), Justin McCar-
thy (Cork), Gerald McCarthy
(Cork) Tadhg 0’Connor (Tipper-
ary), Con Roche (Cork), Niall
Wheeler (Antrim).

CENTRE HALF BACK (5)

Pat Henderson (Kilkenny),
Teddy Murphy (Galway), Tadgh
O0’'Connor (Tipperary), Jim
O’Donnell (Limerick), Mick
Roche (Tipperary).

LEFT HALF BACK (7)
Phil Bennis (Limerick), Martin
Coogan (Kilkenny), Len Gaynor

(Tipperary), John Horgan
(Cork), Gerald McCarthy (Cork),

John Quigley (Wexford), Con
Roche (Cork).

CENTRE FIELD (6)

Dave Bernie (Wexford), John
Connolly (Galway), Frank Cum-
mins (Kilkenny), Bernie Har-
tigan (Limerick), Mick Roche
(Tipperary), P. J. Ryan (Tipper-
ary).

CENTRE FIELD (7)

John Connolly (Galway), Frank
Cummins (Kilkenny), Bernie
Hartigan  (Limerick), Justin
McCarthy (Cork), Willie Murphy
(Wexford), Mick Roche (Tipper-
ary), P. J. Ryan (Tipperary).

RIGHT HALF FORWARD (5)
Ritchie Bennis (Limerick),
Eamon Cregan (Limerick),
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Paddy Fahy (Galway),
Keher (Kilkenny),
Loughnane (Tipperary).

CENTRE HALF FORWARD (10)

Ritchie Bennis (Limerick),
Eamon Cregan (Limerick), Pat
Delaney (Kilkenny), Tony Doran
(Wexford), John Flanagan (Tip-
erary), Mick Graham (Limerick),
Mick Keating (Tipperary), Fran-
cis Loughnane (Tipperary), Moss
Murphy (Kilkenny), Noel
O’Dwyer (Tipperary).

LEFT HALF FORWARD (5)

Ritchie Bennis (Limerick),
Eamon Cregan (Limerick),
Eamon Grimes (Limerick),
Pat Hegarty (Cork), Eddie Keher
(Kilkenny).

RIGHT FULL FORWARD (10)
Mick Bermingham (Dublin),
Ritchie Bennis (Limerick), Mick
Brennan (Kilkenny), Eamon
Cregan (Limerick), Donal Flynn
(Limerick), John Flanagan (Tip-
perary), Mick Keating (Tipper-
ary), Charlie McCarthy (Cork),

Eddie
Francis

Jim McNamara (Clare), Moss
Murphy (Kilkenny).
FULL FORWARD (3)

Ray Cummins (Cork), Mick

Keating (Tipperary), Kieran Pur.
cell (Kilkenny).

LEFT FULL FORWARD (4)

Mick Bermingham (Dublin),
Eamon Creagan (Limerick),
Eamon Grimes (Limerick), Mick
Keating (Tipperary).
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allover Ireland

It's easy to make more money with
the Educational Building Society.
Wherever you live there's bound to
be an office near you. Your money
really grows and you have ithe best
security in the world—bricks and
mortar. 54 7, (tax free equal to almost
8% 7, gross!) is paid on shares, Start
saving today. You can make invest-

ments or pay your instalments at any
of the following offices:

Branches

1. Cork—40 South Mall.

2. Dundalk—17 Park St.

3. Dun Laoire—5 Anglesea Buildings,
Upper George’s St.

4. Galway—5, Forster St., Eyre Square.

5. Kilkenny—31 Patrick Street.

6. Limerick—56 O’Connell St.

7. Raheny—409 Howth Road.

8. Rathfarnham— Unit 20.
Shopping Centre.

9. Santry/Coolock—Northside
Shopping Centre-Unit 12.

10. Sligo—Grattan Street/Harmony
Hill.

11, Stillorgan—>51 Stillorgan Shopping
Centre.

Agencies

12. Athlone—18 Connaught St.

13 Ballina—Pearse St.

14. Carlow—Midland Insurances (Car-
low) Ltd., 27 Dublin St.

15. Castlebar—3 The Mall.

16. Cavan—3 Connolly St.

19.
20.
21
22,
23.
24,
25.

26,
217.

28.
29,

7. Drogheda—West Gatc
13.

Dungarvan—Edmond Spratt
& Son, O'Connell Street,

Ennis—Bindon Street.
Finglas—Church Street.
Longford—32 Main Street.
Monaghan—14 Mil] St.
Mullingar—Burgess & Co. Ltd.
Navan—15 Ludlow St.

Tipperary Town—J. O’Donoghue,
Insurance Broker, 91 O'Brien St,

Tralee—119 Rock St.

Tullamore—Daniel P. Dunne,
Church St.

Waterford—32 The Mall.

Wexford—Sheridan Insurances,
93 North Main St.

The Educational Building Society

Assets over £24,000 ,000, Head Office: Westmoreland St., Dublin 2. Phones 775191-5



IN THIS ISSUE WE TURN THE SPOTLIGHT ON

Irish Building Societies

LINDA

COLLINS

GETS BEHIND

THE SCENES

AND COMES

UP WITH

ALL THE

ANSWERS

OW do yvou feel about build-
ing societies? If you're
young and fancy free you don’t
think much about them. If you
want to buy a house you cultivate
them slavishly till they give you
a mortgage. If you’re already a
mortgage holder you probably
feel, grumpily, that you're being
held up to ransom by your buil-
ding society. What right have
they to charge you an I1nterest
rate of nine per cent on your
hard earned money? What do
they do with all the cash they
collect? Why is it so hard to
get a loan in the first place?
Who's making all the money out
of building societies? Where’s
it all going? Are the faceless
men making fortunes from that
monthly or quarterly payment
which most of us find it such an
effort to meet in these inflation-
ary times? Why are house prices
so high? And land prices? Is it
beginning to be beyvond the range
of an ordinary worker to own
his own house? What the hell,
in fact, 1s going on?

It was in the mood of seeking
truthful answers to these ques-
tions—the sort of questions that
are in everybody’s mind these
days—that I began talking to
some of the top representatives
of some of the biggest building
societies in Ireland. And there’s
another poser — why are some
building societies so much bigger
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than others? Does the rule of
“the bigger, the better” apply?
Any reader who has followed me
so far will have gathered that
I'm a complete novice when it
comes to financial affairs, but
the conclusions I reached will be
of use to readers, because
notwithstanding the flood of
information contained 1n the
newspapers and magazines, most
people are novices when 1t comes
to reading the financial features.
The questions in my mind are
in the minds of many other
people also.

“Why do they
spend so much
money on
advertising”

And talking about questions—
it’s a sore point with many people
that building societies spend so
much money on advertising. Why
do they do it? I put that one to
T. S. Fleming who is the Invest-
ment Manager of the Educational
Building Society, and his answer
was that, relatively, they don’t
spend all that much. What his
company spends on advertising
in a vear might service slightly
less the 50 loans—and that isn’t
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Her first step could be a Savings Account
with the First National Building Society

Kids can't get the saving habit too early.
The pennies and shillings they save today
add up to the pounds they’ll need to-
morrow to buy their own homes and start
their own businesses.

First National Building Society makes it
SO easy to get the saving habit. A single
pound will open a saving account. How-
ever little you add to it regularly, it will
mount up over the years. .The money will

earn a handsome 519% interest which is
equivalent to almost 81% tax not

EST. 1861

deducted; savings can be withdrawn
iImmediately too. In fact, you should con-
sider opening a savings account with
First National for yourself while you are
opening them for the kids. It's ideal for
people saving for holidays, new cars,
house improvements; education, because
savings earn interest by the month. Like
to know more? Call into your nearest
First National Branch Office. You’'ll get a
friendly welcome there.

FIRST NATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY

Head Office: 105/106 Grafton Street, Dublin 2. Tel. 779031/5.
Dublin Branch Offices : 69 Phibsboro Road, Dublin 7. Tel. 302607. 1 Sundrive Road,
Kimmage, Dublin 12. Tel. 974414, 83 Upr. George’s St.,, Dun Laoghaire. Tel. 809588.

Cork Office: 17 Winthrop Street. Tel. 20103.
Limerick Office: 64 O'Connell Street. Tel. 47974.
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a great number in terms of the
mortgages actually advanced.
The societies need 1nvestments
flowing in from the ordinary
public so that they can carry
on the business they were formed
for—loaning money to people to
buy houses. They've got to com-
pete with all the other Invest-
ment media also eager to attract
money—Ifrom the Government

onwards. So they've got to pub-

licise themselves. Mr. Fleming
gently suggested that now the
socleties were geared to making
their ad. campaigns more effec-
tive—and this 1s what makes
them stick in people’s minds. For
years the socleties slumbered,
unconscious of just how impor-
tant 1t was to let the public
know just why they exist and
what their functions really are.
And the myth-makers got busy,
turning the building societies
into a sort of Robber Baron
group, out to mulet everybody.
Which, apparently, isn’t true at
all. As I got the story from Mr.
Fleming and Mr. John Skehan
of the First National B. S.—
another of the big societies—
they’'re co-operative societies
whose sole purpose 1s to lend
money to people anxious to buy
houses. Maybe you knew it all
along but I hadn’t been so sure.
Building socleties can’t lend
money to developers anxious to
build office blocks. Personal
fortunes can’t be made by their
directors (if you want to know
what the directors earned in any
one vear, look it up in the annual
accounts which the building
society you’re involved with 1s
compelled to send you). The
societies can’t speculate in land.
They must, by law, publish full
and open accounts of all their
dealings each year and circulate
them to members. And 1f you're
a borrower with a grievance you

can go along to the annual
general meeting and air it—many
do.

“Why do they
' charge 9%

on loans?”’

So why do they charge that
much-resented nine per cent on
loans? Well, to attract investors
they’'ve got to offer them that
famous five and a half per cent
tax free which most of us know
is over eight per cent gross!
The workable margin between
what they pay out on invest-
ments, allowing for limited tax
concessions from the Govern-
ment, and what they get in from
borrowers is obviously  pretty
narrow—mnarrower than the mar-
gin, for instance, on which banks
allow themselves to work. It is
11 per cent in fact. Out of this
they've got to pay all their ad-
ministrative expenses and really
it amounts to a bit of a juggling
operation. Building societies in
England are allowed far greater
lee-way, taxwise, than the
Government grants them here.

If you agree that it’s good for
the country that as many people
as possible should own their own
homes, then building societies do
provide a valuable soclal ser-
vice. Before the war, Irish
people just weren’t interested in
owning their houses—particular-
ly in the cities. Why should they
be, when there was plenty of
opportunity to rent? But after-
wards came the big demand and
today more than 60 per cent of
the 700,000 houses in Ireland are
owner-occupied. More and more
people are anxious to buy houses,
and more and more cash 1s
flowing into the building socie-
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ties. Those two facts complement
each other and it would appear,
then, that there ought to be no
problem about getting a loan.
But house prices are rising, due
to 1ncreased demand, so the
money covers fewer loans than it
did. And the societies, therefore,
state quite straightforwardly that
they'll give first preference on
a mortgage to a client who is
already saving with them.

“Anxious to
finance
mortages—but
to the right
people”

All of them underlined this
fact to me quite forcibly. They're
anxious to finance mortgages—
it’s what they're in business for.
But they want to give the mort-
gages to the right peoble. If you
can open an account with a
building society and save regular-
ly over a period of time, you're
proving to them that you're a
énnd Joan prospect. Raising the
deposit is a thorny problem these
days. A man earning an average
salary or wage can only hope to
meet the increased price of a
house by stepping up the amount
of his deposit. The societies
won’t lend you an amount which
would involve you in repayments
totalling more than a quarter of
your salary every year. This is
a sensible rule and not to be
quarrelled with because a higher
rate would involve an unbearable
financial burden. They're getting
more lenient about taking a
wife’s earnings into account now-
adays, so if your fiancee has
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Start building
your tomorrows
with just £5

That’s all it takes to open a HOME
Deposit Account. HOME means —
House Ownership Made Easy. It’s
your solution to the first big step in
house ownership; getting together
the deposit.
When you have a HOME Account,
depositing whenever you like, vour
money earns the applicable interest
paid by Merchant Banking Ltd.
As a regular depositor, if vour
savings are insufficient to cover your
house deposit when the time comes,

: ly £ ] t k

up the balance,  © 4" 10 MK Two years

et or r you.

A good sta?t 18 ‘1::1{:- w?ite for free fl" OI‘II I'IOW YOI.I cal‘l have
ing Limited, 23 Clare Street, Dub- b house Of your own

booklet to HOME Merchant Bank-
Iin 2. Tel. 63288/9.

To help you in your efforts towards home-
ownership the |.C.S. have introduced a new
; scheme. A scheme equally suitable for any

| ; | couple wishing to attain a home of their
.. own. Save your down-payment with us, at
... & @ == @ @@ : 55% tax free,and be entitled to a home-loan.
e e (The Plan is at present confined to Greater
o | For details of our SAVINGS AND HOME-
LOAN PLAN, call, phone or complete the

form below.

e

....... F---------------nq

’ g S s e e hﬂﬂf .lﬂih: -_h. . l P rease Send S fU] i d Eta l J 3 Df yﬂ = Savl ngs o d .
Home-Loan Plan.

T

Name

Address

™ IRISH CIVIL SERVICE "
BUILDING SOCIETY :




FOCUS ON IRISH BUILDING

® FROM PAGE 37

reasonable prospects of keeping
on her job, it helps to mention
this when you apply for a loan.

“Speeial scheme

to help young

savers

To help young savers who hope
to buy a house eventually, many
of the building societies have in-
troduced schemes which make
the task of salting away the
deposit just that little bit easier.
The most radical, perhaps, is that
offered by the Irish Civil Service
Building Society. To qualify for
a loan, a minimum of £1,000
must be saved with the soclety
for a period of two years or
longer. They pay interest on the
money, so it would take two
yvears to save this amount at £40
per month, or a little over three
years and six months at £20 per
month. Many young engaged
couples have proved they can
do it. When vou've saved the
requisite amount, you're entitled
to a loan of up to two and a half
times yvour annual salary. Know-
ing definitely that there i1s a loan
in prospect once the target has
been achieved is an incentive
worth having. Mr. Dorgan of the
I.C.S. struck an encouraging note
about house prices. He says they
have stabilised somewhat even
in the Dublin area where shor-
tage of land for development
has been pushing them ever up-
wards, and thinks it i1s possible
and realistic now to plan for a
house in a certain price range
and be reasonably sure of get-
ting i1t. The 1.C.S. had an invest-
ment structure up to recently
which was rather different from
that of the other societies and

which limited its growth but
that’s now changed.

“Regular savers

get preference

-

on loans”

The First National is a society
big enough to be among the top
four in Ireland, but still main-
taining a lot of personal contact
with clients. Mr. Skehan, who
runs things from the Grafton
Street head office, is everyone’s
idea of a benevolent bank
manager and functions in rather
the same way. A personal assess-
ment of someone’s character and
outlook carries a lot of weight
with him and the society 1s iIn
the fortunate position that the
people it deals with, both
borrowers and savers, are still
individuals to it. He emphasised
that his society too gives pre-
ference on loans to people who
have proved they can save
regularly.

The amount saved 1isn’t all
that important, in fact it can be
quite small, but it helps to
prove that you can set yourself
a target and reach 1t. The Group
Savings Scheme he talked about
seemed very interesting. Here
the First National 1instals a
savings scheme in a factory, an
office or any employment centre
and agreed weekly or monthly
savings are deducted from the
salaries and wages by the
accounts department and sent on
to the society 1n a single cheque.
The saver never handles the
money and that makes it so much
easier to save it. Mostly it is
young men and women who par-
ticipate in this scheme and some-
times they're not even engaged
to be married, but sensible
enough to know that some day
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their thoughts might turn that
way.

“Rather ten
small savers
than one

large one’”’

Mr. Fleming of the E.B.S.
said frankly that he’d rather have
ten small savers adding a fiver
a month to their accounts than
a large depositor giving them
ten thousand pounds in a lump
sum. So if vou've only got a
small amount to save, the build-
ing socleties will welcome you
more warmly than if you're a
millionaire—something you can’t
say of other financial institutions!

Finally, an interesting develop-
ment on another front: Merchant
Banking, the well-known and
prestigious firm, have a Home
Plan 1n operation by which
savers can earn a nice rate of
interest on small deposits which,
having mounted up, can go to
swell the building society de-
posit. The suggestion is that it
is no harm to put the Home Plan
in operation concurrently with
savings in a building society. It
steps up the rate at which people
can save and as Sean Lynch who
operates the Home Plan says,
it’s better to ‘“‘suffer” for six
months and save every possible
penny, for the sake of future
advantage in the form of a
larger deposit. Merchant Banking
have a connection with the
Gallagher Group who are exten-
sive and quality-conscious buil-
ders of all types of housing in
the Dublin area, but participa-
tion in the Home Plan does not
in any way tle the investors to
buying a home from Gallaghers.
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An Cluiche Ceannais Peile

EINTEAR comhgairdeas le
foireann Uibh Faili as ucht
an chéad Chraobh Uile-Eireann a
bhuachain. B’é an trit iarracht
acu e agus bhi an lucht leantna
ar fuaid na tire, cé is moite de
mhuintir an Iarthair is doécha,
ina bhfabhar. Lasmuigh den
mortas cine chuir sé gliondar
mor ar chroi an scribhneora seo
mar gur ainmnigh sé iad mar
churai, chomh fada siar le mi
albredin, in “Gaelic Sport”.

O bronnadh an corn Sombhairle
Mag Uidhir i 1928 nil ach sé
chontae ‘“nua” taréis a n-ainm-
neacha a chur air — An Cabhan
1933, Maigh Eo 1936, Roscomaéin
1943, An Mhi 1949, An Dun 1960
agus Uibh Faili 1971. Samhlaitear
dom go dtiocfaidh contae nua i
réeim gach 114 bliain (féach na
tri cinn deiridh 1949, 1960 agus
1971) agus mar sin go gcaith-
fear fanacht go dti 1982 don
chéad fhoireann nua eile. Cé
bhéadh ann? Aontraim né Tir
Chonaill, Laois né Longphort
b’fhéidir.

Ta sé do-chreite go bhfuil 17

gcontae nar bhuaigh eraobh na
hEireann sa pheil go f6ill. Is &
Uibh F4&ili an contae is 11 daon-
raidh a bhuaigh an craobh go
nuige seo (51,000) ach ma
ghlactar leis go bhfuil dhi thrian
de dhaonradh An Duin nach
sulm leo na ecluichi naisitunta
chifear nach luionn an bua a
thuilleadh leis na contaethe mora
ach leo siud is diograsai is cuma
beag moér iad.

le Sean O Dinagaiin

As na 15 contae a bhuaigh
Craobh na hEireann 6 1887 anall
1S léir gur leis an ioméanaiocht
iIs mé a chlaionn agus a chlaoi-
fidh tri cinn diobh, Luimneach,
Tiobrad Arann agus Loch Gar-
man. Is féidir a r4 mar sin nach
bhfuil ach dosaen contae ar
féidir leo an corn a bhreith leo
bliain ar bith.

Ag an am céanna is iontach
mar is féidir leis an “cumhacht”
nua a theacht chun cinn agus
speis thar chuimse a mhtscailt
ionntu féin. Smaoinim, go hair-
ithe, ar na féirne cumasacha a
thainig go Pairc An Chrécaigh le
blianta beaga anuas ach nar
bhain an craobh amach eadhaon,
Aontraim, Doire agus Ard
Mhacha.

I mbliana bhi an Uibh Faili
cuig chluiche a imirt sa chraobh-
chomortas. Gan Ath-imirti a
chomhaireamh ni raibh ag na
Gaillimhigh ach ceithre cinn dala
An Dun agus Corcaigh d3i
mbeidis sa chluiche ceannais. Ar
an fath sin, imease fithanna eile,
td mé i bhfibhar an crannchuir
oscailte do na craobh-chluichi.
Bhéadh a leithéid ri-spéisiuil
agus d’fhéadfai leanacht leis na
craobhacha Cuigi, di mba ga,
mar chomortais ar leith.

Is docha go mbainfi cuid
eigin den “naisitinachas” én
ocdid da mbeadh dha chontae 6n
Chuige céanna san iomaiocht 14
an chraobhchluiche—ar an lamh
eille dhe ba dhiol spéise iad na
cluichi 6n chéad sraith anfos g0
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hairithe d4 mbeadh ceann de na
foirne ag imirt sa mbaile né
congarach dé. Ba bhrea liom féin
Cill Dara agus Ciarrai ag imirt
craobhchluiche in aghaidh a
cheile ag staitse ar bith, no,
abair, Maigh Eo agus Laois i
ngleic le chéile né fia Baile
Atha Cliath agus Doire s
choimhlint aris.

Mar eolas déibh sitid gur brej
leo staitistiei t4 ctiig chontae gur
éirigh leo dul chomh fada leis
an  gcraobhchluiche ach nar
bhuaigh, eadhon, Aontraim, Ard
Mhacha, Doire, Laois, agus Muin-
eachain.

I gCuige Mumhan ti dhi chon-
tae nar bhuaidh craobh na Cuige,
Portlairge agus An Clér; i gCuige
Iaighean t4 ceithre chontae s3
riocht céanna, Cill Chainnigh,
Cill Mhantain, Iarmhi agus Long-
phort; i gConnacht ta Sligeach
agus Liatroim insa “dochadas”
go foill agus i gCtiige Uladh nil
ach Tir Chonaill agus Fear-
manach nar bhain craobh na
Cuige leo.

T4 dha chontae a bhuaigh
craobh na Cuige ach nar eirigh
leo dul chomh fada 1leis an
gcraobhcehluiche, Ceatharlach
agus Tir Eoghain.

Tugann foireann Uibh Fail
misneach agus uchtach do na
contaethe nar bhain an craobh
amach go f6ill, go hairithe, os
contae beag é, agus ar an Abhar
sin is brea leis an lucht leantina
iad a bheith mar churai na
hUile Eireann 1971.
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BE
BACK
NEXT

YEAR®
—GALWKY

e E will be back next year,

and we will take the title,
too.” That is a remark that 1s
invariably bandied about in the
dressingroom of the defeated
team on All-Ireland final days.
And like many another old quip,
it can frequently have a ring of
truth to 1it.

Galway lost the 1963 All-
Ireland senior football final to
Dublin, but hit back to write the
county’s most glorious chapter
ever by winning the next three
national championships. Meath
lost to Galway in 1966, and the
following September the Sam
Maguire Cup was brought back

to the Royal County in triumph.

Then, there was Kerry’s failure
to Down in the 1968 final. The
“knowing ones”’ trumpeted that
the “death-knell” of Kerry foot-
ball had then been sounded, but
how superbly the Kingdom foot-
ballers silenced their knockers
with those successes of 1969 and
1970 ! #

Can the present Galway foot-
ball crew maintain this tradition
in 1972 ? The Westerners have
certainly a lot going for them.

For one thing, time is very
much on their side, as this 1Is
essentially a young team — no
fewer than nine are under 24
years of age. This year’s testing
championship campaign will also
be invaluable in furthering the
team’s development. It is from
the experience gained in provin-
cial finals, and outings in the All-
Ireland series proper that players
mellow into that cool, unflurried
and poised approach that means
so much in the make-up of any
team with designs of getting right
to the top.

Galway have another strong
base on which to charter their
thrust for glory next year—their
defence. The impressive new rat-
ings with which 22-year-olds Jack
Cosgrove and Tommy Joe Gil-
more emerged from the recent
championship campaign augurs
well for the future.

They also have a vital bonus
point in P. J. Smyth. After his
superb exhibition in the All-
Ireland final, few will not agree
that the Tuam man has all the
hallmarks of a 22 carat goal-
keeper.

In the remaining positions are
men with the ability and persist-
ence to make their contributions
towards ensuring that the path
to the Galway goal will be hard
for opposing attacks.

The Connacht champions are
41

By OWEN McCANN

also well served in midfield
talent. Liam Sammon is a great
asset. He gets through an amaz-
ing amount of effective work in
every game. Billy Joyce can be
an able lieutenant, while on hand
is Jimmy Duggan, so tremend-
ously experienced at only 23, to
help out if needed.

But one must be a good deal
less enthusiastic about the attack.
Apart from the many costly wides
shot in the first half of the All-
Ireland final, the all-round level
of performance in general for-
ward play was not impressive
either. It is in this department
that Galway will have to do most
of the polishing up of rough
edges in the months ahead.

However, they have good foun-
dations around which to shape
and perfect the division. Remem-
ber, Joe McLoughlin, who missed
the All-Ireland final because of an
injury, was their second highest
scorer starting the Offaly game,
and was eventually only pipped
for the rating at the end of the
final by a point by Frank Cana-
van.

McLoughlin is a hard worker,
and an accurate free-taker, who
should figure prominently in Gal-
way’s plans for the future.

Pat Burke, Emmet Farrell and
Michael Rooney have all their
best vears ahead of them, of
course, and Frank Canavan is
only 25, and another valuable link
in the roll call of talent.

Then, in the background is
Seamus Leydon, who is reported
to be taking a rest from competi-
tive inter-county football this
winter, but will be available
again for next year’s Champion-
ship.

He may be the oldest member
of the squad at 29 this month,
but the quick-silver Dunmore
artist has still much to offer Gal-
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Irelands Prestige Events

First among favourites comes Paddy,
the whisky with the best breeding
in Ireland. Put it on your calendar:
Paddy, the thoroughbred. .
@ Easter Monday at Fairyhouse w o

certified hunters use the traditional bank jump.
The Irish Derby is Europe’s richest purse. Since the
: Irish Hospital Trust has sponsored the race, it has
fag® become one of the international fixtures. The majority
L of winners have been foreign-bred, including the great .

is one of Ireland’s greatest .
Canadian Nijinsky,

races: The Irish Grand National. f . 3
Sponsored by Irish Distillers, Ltd., =
it is worth running for. A purse of
£10,000 attracts the best in steeple-§
chasers from both islands. .
The race course at Laytown,
@ County Meath, 1s under '
water every day, It has but one
meeting a year and is the only
officially sanctioned meet run on 4
the strand. The venue changes ik ' '
yearly according to the tide.
The Aga Khan Trophy is the
climax award to international
jumping at the Dublin Horse Show.
The Irish team, always mounted on all-
Irish horses last won in 1967.
Punchestown retains the most
authentic steeplechase atmos-
phere in Ireland. Spectators are free to o
chose their own vantage point for the races "E#m
and are not confined to the stands. Until g
1960 the course included stone walls. Even
now, with modern brush fences two races for
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THE HURLING FINAL

FRANCIS
LOUGHNANE

IT has always seemed a little
unrealistic for outsiders to
mention that such and such an
All-Ireland was rather disappoin-
ting, or that it failed to provide
the sort of spectacle that would
enrich the Association’s image.
When all is said and done, the
All-Ireland is a thing whose sig-
nificance is paramount to those
who are playing the final, and,
in truth, the rest of us can only
get a little of the pleasure and
the thrills by proxy, as it were.
In other words, it can have
mattered little to Tipperary that
this year’s final was not con-
sidered one of the great ones; 10
them, it was all that it ought to
have been — a spirited showing,
a promise of quite a serviceable
team for the immediate future of
the county’s fortunes,
and always likely victory, and a
pbreaking of the apparent grip
that Kilkenny felt they were at
last able to get against Tipperary.
Most of all it brought them
back into the mainstream of
glamour teams in hurling. These
vears since 1965 must have
seemed endless to those who had
been spoilt on success for the
Jast couple of decades. As befits
the Tipperary temperament, they
rejoiced quietly and then went
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Jimmy Dovle who went on as a sub in
the All-Ireland Final and won his sixth medal.

home satisfied that all was well
with the world and that God’s
heaven had not shifted too far
from normal. But, deep down
they must have felt great satis-
faction, for the fear was creeping
over them that they were being
by-passed by emergent Cork and
threatening Limerick. Thelr ef-
forts in defeating Cork in Oir-
eachtas and League semi-final
last year were important, but it
was probably the defeat in the
League final which shocked them
into whipping up a little extra.
The All-Ireland was a triumph
for Loughnane, in the first half,
whose constant busying of him-
self round the field drew atten-
tion so effectively from Mick
Keating that people began to for-
get his special threat and the
other forwards were all looked
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upon as individuals with their
own part to contribute. It could
have scarcely been better for
Tipperary: Keating was hardly
in one of his devastating moods,
anyway, so it could have been
fatal had the onus fallen as
heavily as one expected upon his
broad shoulders.

On the other hand, it gave him
a chance to be generally useful
and serviceable to the side in a
general kind of way which he
seldom gets an opportunity to
show. In the end, of course, it
was as inspirer and driver that
he played the major role; under
this unexpected pattern of play,
Roger Ryan grew In reputation
to something approaching his
physical stature, J ohn Flanagan
went another step on the way to

@® TO PAGE 44
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fulfil the hopes he once inspired
and then seemed destined never
to actualise. Dinny Ryan added to
his incredible record in the Tip-
perary jersey — DMunster final,
Munster final, All-Ireland gemi-
final and final being his {first
four matches in the colours. But
Loughnane’s first half was what
shifted the balance and spread
the threat away from Keating so
that it enveloped the whole line
at one stage or another.

In retrospect, Kilkenny must
have been sorry about the way
the game went. They could have
won; but, of course, they did not
really deserve to on the day.
Before the game, we discussed
two possibilities here: the way to
attack the suspect Tipperary full-
back line and the general style
to be adopted by Kilkenny. These
were significant points; just as
significant now as before.

In the event, Kilkenny had
enough of the ball from time

the hallmark of
distinctive writing paper

made in Ireland for
discerning people

to time. They did feed plenty
of the ball in to the full-line of
forwards. But, there the threat
ceased because invariably the
fulls went to catch and bustle
in themselves, instead of creating
the stalemate situations which
all the year have been the dan-
ger to the Tipperary backs. And
there was no speedy follow-up
by the half-forwards which would
make the dangerous breaks
deadly for Tipperary. The result
was that Peter O’Sullivan was
able to dash out to meet several
lobs, able to cut off many half
hit doublers from the labouring
full-forwards, and, in general,
able to govern the situation
around the goal however pressed
his fulls were.

The second point was the
style of play which Kilkenny
would employ: would they rely
on the same sort of physically
wearing game which served them
in  breaking the Tipperary
hoodoo hold over them in 1967,
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or try to raise the standard of
skill in the game by reverting
to the traditionally styled Kil-
kenny game. It appeared to me
before the match that the
temptation would be to opt for
the same style which tamed the
elderly Tipperary of 1967: but
that the correct thing to do would
be to test the sections of
Tipperary which might possibly
be meagerly skilled though
bursting with enthusiasm and
will to try.

In fact, Kilkenny went for the
straight confrontation: they were
now the elders (comparatively
speaking) and it was they who
succumbed. Had they tried to
play 1t with more of the Kil-
kenny ball-play, who knows, they
might have embarrassed Tipper-
ary some more. Yet, it is doubt-
ful, for Tipperary were really in
there with a will to bring back
the pride and spring to the step
that was missing from Knockna-
gow.

GALWAY

® FROM PAGE 41

way. And, the lay-off he had be-
fore this year’s Championship
did not dull his edge, so he could
yet again prove a decisive in-
fluence in 1972.

Another encouraging pointer
for the future is that Galway won
the All-Ireland minor title in
1970—a feat that points to a good
supply of top-class talent on the
way up in the county.

I feel, then, that the Western
county can certainly make a good
imprint in the League, and also
capture some of the headlines in
1972. But will next year prove
to be Galway’s for an eighth All-
Ireland senior title win ?

I would not be prepared to go
that far at this stage. Let’s wait
instead to see how the attack
fares in the testing games over
the coming months.




DAMP
VIEW
OF
OFTALY’S
DAY

Of
GLORY

IT is the pleasant things one
wishes to remember. I think
I shall remember only the rain.
Perhaps the huge tide of emotion
that swept over the Offaly crowd
will stay for a while inside my
sodden skull. But the memory of
the rain will have washed over
this impression long before the
next final.

Those last minutes of triumph
were indeed moving.  Offaly
people must have seen everything
from childhood visions upwards
as Willie Bryan pushed the Sam
Maguire Cup into the Croke Park
air.

It was as if all thoughts, all
experiences and longing were
suddenly released in those bel-
lowing throats around the Hogan
Stand.

How they won will not matter.
Like me and the rain they will
want to remember only the fight-
back of their heroes, and the
waves of victory wafting to their
own nostrils.

The first half produced not a
single sign of such a wave. More
crunch and punch than foothall
for a while looked like ruining
what had been a thrilling pros-
pect.

And then they settled.

Well, Galway settled. Nothing
it seemed would go right for
Offaly, Liam Sammon and Willie
Joyce had taken to punching the
ball at midfield and Jimmy Dug-
gan and Seamus Leydon and
Frank Canavan were mopping it
up.

But neither Duggan nor Cana-
van nor any of the rest were all
that accurate, and this was an
extravagance Galway could not
afford.

vet few were prepared to
accept they would not win. They
were the absolute masters in the
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By SEAN RICE

second quarter, far superior than
I could have imagined before the
game.

And the roar that greeted them
when they re-emerged for the
second half was strangely absent
for the Offaly men, as if they too
sensed defeat.

It was then the heavens
opened. And as we, out there In
front of the Cusack Stand, cow-
ered beneath the rain’s onslaught
and watched Frank Canavan take
a point that should have been
the goal that would have wrapped
up the game, we thought even
then it was all over.

And then Offaly clicked. Rather
Nick Clavin clicked—as 1f the
rain had turned to petrol and
bursted the dying embers of their
play into a flame of action. All
over they began to glow. Clavin
had come to midfield, had begun
to sally through the Galway
defence. And hope was restored.

And the rain drummed down,
like long rods of steel, and
through them we peered in
agony. And I got a glimpse of
Murt Connor, the rain glistening
round him, poking out his foot
~ and saw the net bulge . . .
and heard the rumble of sound
that greeted his goal . . . and felt
a clammy shirt on my back.

And I wished the game would
end. And we moved back under
the shelter of the upper deck of
the stand. And it was miserable
to stand for the wet clothes found
new, dry skin.

Now it was Galway’s turn to
attack. Seamus Leydon had a
goal, and they were level again.
But by now we knew Offaly would
win.

Would it ever be over? And
then it was. History was made.

But all T wanted now was to
change my clothes.




Stop Smoking
and win the

game of your
life

An Roinn Slainte
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DEVISED AND WRITTEN
By JACK MAHON

UNIOR DESK gets bigger and,

we hope, Dbetter. More
readers, more letters, more
friends.

The competition sponsored by
The National Savings Committee
brought in the biggest entry to
date. But then, the prizes were
great. I was delighted, too, that
so many readers wrote for com-
plimentary copies of the Con-
nacht final programmes which I
helped to produce. Still have a
few left, so a 4p stamp will get
any “Junior Desk’ fan still inter-
ested a complimentary copy of
both programmes.

Talking of competitions, the
lucky prize-winners of the Nat-
ional Savings Committee competi-
tion entitled “Great Savers”,
namely, Liam Jones of Mount-
shannon, Co. Clare, and Patrick
¢’Sullivan, Ballinspittle, Kinsale,
Co. Cork, had a dream All-Ireland
week-end, highlighted by a gala
dinner and cabaret in Jury’s
Hotel on the Saturday night be-
fore the game.

Sean O Siochdin and Padraig

O Fainin, the Ard Runai and
Uachtaran of C.L.G., called in to
pay their respects and meet the
prizewinners. The popular selec-
ted stars, Mick O’Connell (foot-
ball) and Ray Cummins (hurl-
ing), attended the dinner. Ray
drove all the way from a wedding
he attended in Baltimore that
morning to be present. Not being
used to driving in Dublin he
found himself caught in the All-
Ireland traffic for about an hour
and so he missed being with us
at the start. Hence, no sign of
Ray in the photographs!

But vou young followers down
in Blackrock can rest assured. He
was with us all right. The first
thing he said to me was that
when I wrote about Féile na
nGael, the juvenile hurling
festival held in Thurles in July,
I never mentioned that Black-
rock, or should I say the Rockies,

won it. Well, I'm saying it now
and I'm sorry. O.K. you young
Rockies ? O.K.! Anyhow, it was

a great night with Hal Roache,
Austin Gaffney and Kay Toal
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(although young Patrick O’Sul-
livan wasn’t very much interested
in fashion!). TI’ll leave it to the
prizewinners themselves to say
what it was like.

The All-Ireland ? Of course I
was disappointed Galway didn’t
win! But Offaly have been a
long time waiting and no one
begrudges them their overdue
success. Our cut-out this month
is Tony McTague of Ferbane, that
man with the magical feet.

He hadn’t his best game ever
in the final but nearing the end of
the game he was showing all his
peculiar class, lobbing some great
cenfres across the goalmouth and
pointing some crucial frees, in-
cluding a “50” with a very wet
ball.

Tony was one of our smaller
cut-out features before. He is a
worthy choice for the full page
series.

All you young readers in Offaly
and elsewhere are urged to paste
this photograph on your bedroom
wall. Don’t mind Mammy. Blame

® TO PAGE 48
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me for suggesting it. On behalf
of Junior Desk, I say congratu-
lations to Offaly on their first

success.

The hurling final was a lot
better than the {football game.
Second half was wonderful. Fair

play to Tipperary. It's hard to
beat them. I thought Kilkenny
a shade unlucky. Still, they

lacked the devil of such Tipper-
ary All-Ireland newcomers as
Tadhg O’Connor, Francis Lough-
nane and Noel O'Dwyer. I say
newcomers, though all are pretty
experienced by now.

Liam King, too, played with
wonderful fire. But spare a
thought for Limerick, who might
have had a share in this final.
They certainly shared the hurling
limelights of the with

year

Tipperary, Cork and Kilkenny.

Speaking of newcomers, I think
it fair to say that Tommie Joe
Gilmore, or T.J. if you wish to
call him that, 1s the greatest new-
comer of all in 1971. Unheard
of last year he has now developed
into the best centre half back in
the game. We have a future cut
out here. Not to mention that
superb All-Ireland final display
of goalkeeping by P. J. Smyth of
Tuam. Another unheralded man
prior to the final.

One other thing before I leave
the county sphere and the cham-
plonships. Wasn’t the minor
football final great? The hurl-
ing decider was good, too, Cork
just shading Kilkenny but the
scoring in the football final was
superb. Some great goals. Good
goals make games. Don’t vou

IRISH PHOTO ENGRAVING CO. LTD.

CUFFE LANE (OFF CUFFE STREET)
Near St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel 756121
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agree ?

The two Mayo forwards I really
liked were John Keane on the
“4C” and his Claremorris col-
league on the left, little Mick
Higgins. The latter bears a
proud football name (you
younger readers will not remem-
ber Mick Higgins of Cavan but
you missed something for there
18 no forward around to-day like
Higgins).

Apologies, there is one—Sean
O’Neill—but the position I'm
really talking about is centre half
forward—the “40”—and in this
position to-day we have no equals
of Higgins. We had some great
ones in this position. Sedn Pur-
cell was the best in my book.
There was also James McCartan
and Ollie Freaney and Paddy
Carolan and Mattie McDonnell
and, of course, Mattie McDonagh,
Don’t tell me you Dublin young-
sters 'have forgotten Mickey
Whelan. But to get back to Mayo
in the minor final the play of
John Keane was superb. The
bearded centre half-back, Connie
Moynihan, was great, too.

If I missed the Clare S.F. final
at Doonbeg, I didn’t miss the
drawn S.H. final between New-
market-on-Fergus and neighbour-
ing Clarecastle in Ennis (gate
receipts £1,300).

This was a great game, high-
lighted by a star display from the
crowd’s favourite, Clarecastle’s
rather heavy forward “Wax”
Guinnane. Here we obviously
have a crowd-puller on the Clare
club scene. A pity these fine
Clare hurlers cannot generate
the same enthusiasm in the Clare
jersey.

Clare is a great G.A.A. county
where club rivalry has never
been higher. Inter-county success
1S long overdue them. Old fav-
ourite Jimmy Cullinan is still a
very wholehearted and accom-
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plished hurler. But where has
Pat Cronin gone to? The gate
receipts at the replay, which was
won by Newmarket, were £1,500.
Nice club gate that.

During the summer 1t was my
pleasure to meet some of my
Junior Desk friends. At the end
of August, who should call only
that fine Irish man an tAthair
Mac Carthaigh of Carraig na
bhFear school in Cork. Seven of
the students from the school, of
which he is President, were on a
caravan holiday in Salthill. I
recommended the all-Irish show
“Seoda” in the Taibhdhearc
Theatre to them and went myself,
too. This was a real Irish night.
Nothing phoney. Tré Ghaeilge
ar fad. Perhaps a little too much
Irish dancing. But when it’s
Celine Hession that is dancing
you could watch all night. I in-
troduced Frank Evers, who with
his seven children attended the
show, to the Carraig na bhFear
boys at the interval in the foyer.
Need I add G.A.A. was the topic.

As a result our Galway All-Star

BY THE MINISTER

I.N.T.O.

BUY IRISH NOW

THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
IRISH NATIONAL TEACHER’S ORGANISATION
APPEAL TO THE MEMBERS OF THE ORGANISA.-
TION TO GIVE THEIR MAXIMUM SUPPORT TO
THE CAMPAIGN “BUY IRISH NOW*, INITIATED
FOR
COMMERCE, AND URGES THEM BY TALKS TO
THEIR PUPILS, TO BRING
ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY
TO THE NOTICE OF THEIR PARENTS.

team is travelling to play the
Carraig na bhFear senior team in
a challenge game, spending the
weekend in the college. TI'll tell
you all about that later.

We haven’t much of a “Malil-
bag” this month. That’s why I'm
rambling on and on. Recently,
with all your letters I haven’t had
much of a chance ! K

Did ye get copies of the sécond
edition of Raymond Smith’s book
“The Football Immortals”. Every
club library should have a copy.
At this stage I'm sure you are
all looking forward to “Our
Games”. I look forward no end
to this annual every year. It is
an awful pity we haven’t more.
We miss the “Cuchullainn An-
nual”’ and the “Gaelic Weekly”,
too.

Who would you like me to
interview ? I'm committed to
interviewing Paddy  Downey
(“Irish Times”) and Micheal
O’Hehir, but I'd like to know your
popular choice for interview. Fr.
Cleary, the ruffian, has lost our
questions ! If you see him

INDUSTRY  AND

HE CAMPAIGN AND
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around, remind him. But he is a
busy man and is doing a whole lot
of good and in my book is one of
the outstanding men we have in
Ireland.

So write 1n and tell me who
you'd like me to Interview. A
referee 7 How about Paul Kelly?
Or Frank Murphy? Or John
Moloney ? Or Mick Loftus?
Seldom do we see the referee iIn
focus. It’s a thought.

So that’s it for another month.
The Leagues are starting as I
write., Let us hope the G.A.A.
powers mean what they say and

® TO PAGE 50

FOILSEACHAIN NUA

LA DAR SAOL

SEAN 0 CRIOMHTHAINN
Caipéis shoisialta ina rian-

aitear meath agus tréigean

an Bhlascaoid agus an saol

nua ar an mintir ina dhiadh
sin 523p

AN DRUMA MOR
SEOSAMH MAC GRIANNA
Leiriit ar choimhlint idir
filitntacht agus saoltacht an
duine i Rosa Thir Chonaill

Banna ceoil ina shiombal
duchais. 80p

MISE (eagran nua)
COLM 6 GAORA

Insint fhirinneach ar
chruatan an tsaoil agus ar an
ngreann a bhain leis an saol
sin ag muinteoir taistil do
Chonradh na Gaeilge a
rugadh i Ros Muc Chona-
mara i 1887, déag i 1954,
agus a dhein cion fir 1
gCogadh na Saoirse.

623p
FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
AN STUARA,

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 1




@ FROM PAGE 49
that there are no postponements.
Last vear’s final was spoilt be-
cause it was so close to the cham-
pionship. Too long delayed.

In looking forward to reading
the letters nominating the stars
of the All-Ireland finals. Some
have arrived. I’'ll announce the
prize-winners in the December
issue. As to my own stars, Fran-
cis Loughnane (hurling) and
Eugene Mulligan (Offaly). I've
chosen men from the winning
teams. But of course we had
P. J. Smyth, T. J. Gilmore, Eddie
Keher’s scores and don’t forget
the referees. Send on your letters
about anything—just anything to:

Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,

80 Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.

Krom the Mailbag

Maire Nic Chanainn, Cor
Cruinn, Baile Mac Nai, Dan Deal-
gan — “My favourites are Mick
O’Connell, Jimmy Duggan (foot-
ball), John Horgan and Ollie
Walsh (hurling). More inter-
views with players please.”

Michael Beirne, Corrachole,
Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim — “My
favourites are Billy Morgan,
Jimmy Duggan and Joe Corcoran.
A cut-out of Billy Morgan,
please?”

John Hahessy, 51 Ard Mhuire,
Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary—
“Limerick stars in the Munster
final were Pat Hartigan, Christy
Campbell, Richie Bennis and
Eamonn Cregan.

Stephen Motherway, Condons.-
town, Dungourney, Co. Cork—
“The chat between Eamonn

Young and Justin McCarthy in
the hurling final issue was great.

My favourites are Justin MecCar-
thy, John Horgan, Willie Walsh,
Ray Cummins, Ray is a great
player.”

® ! agree with you. It was one
of the best pieces I've read in
GAELIC SPORT for vears. What
a wonderful character is Justin. Not
to mention “Youngy”. [ dow't think
ye appreciate Eamonn Young

enough down in Cork (J.M.)

J. Ryan, 50 Oliver Plunkett
Terrace, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
—“My grandfather, who is now
84 years of age, plaved for Car-
rickshock and looks forward to
GAELIC SPORT every month.”

Michael Joyce, Distillery Road,
Newcastle, Galway—“My favour-
ites are Peter O’Sullivan, Ollie
Walsh, Tom Ryan (hurlers):
P. J. Smyth, Sedn O’Neill, Bren-
dan Lynch (footballers). Cut-out
of P. J. Smyth, please.”

BORD NA MONA

MAC
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DREAM came true for the two lucky prize winners in our Junior Desk “Great Savers”

....
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competition sponsored by the National Savings Committee. Eleven year old Patrick
O’Sullivan from Kinsale and sixteen year old Liam Jones from Mountshannon in Clare, who
shared first prize in the competition, had a dinner in their honour with some of the G.A.A.s
top names at Jury’s Hotel, Dublin, on the eve of the All-Ireland Football Final. Pictured
with the winners are, from left: Eric Hall, Chairman of the National Savings Committee:
Kerry’s Mick O’Connell; Junior Desk Editor Jack Mahon: Pat Fanning and Sean O Siochain,
President and General Secretary of the G.A.A. Ray Cummins, Cork hurler and footballer also

attended the dinner.

WHY SMOKE?

YOU may have {ried smoking
already. Ask yourself if you
honestly liked it. If you did, you
are an exception. Most people,
when they try their first cigar-
ette, find that it gives them a
choking cough, makes them
sickish and makes them dizzy.
You’ll find that the vast
majority of smokers will admit
that they wish they had never
started. There are many reasons
for this. Heavy smokers waken
In the morning with an un-
pleasant and exhausting cough:
they don’t enjoy their food nearly

as well as non-smokers: their
breathing is affected, and this,
in turn, affects their ability at
games. If you want to be good
at games, you’ll find that most
really good athletes don’t smoke
at all.

More serious than any of these,
however, is the fact that scien-
tists have discovered that heavy
smokers run a far greater risk
of getting cancer of the lungs
than do non-smokers, and lung-
cancer 1s a disease which results
in death in most cases.

Then there’s the question of
cost. If you start smoking, you
will probably find yourself, in
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a few years, with a craving that
only 40 cigarettes a day will
satisfy.

At present average prices,
this will cost you £3.25 a week
or over £165 a year. Think of
all the clothes you could buy
with this money, or the holiday
you could have with it, and then
think about starting to smoke.
Remember—smoking is costly,
smoking is wasteful. At best, it
does you no good; at worst, it
can lead to a disease that will
kill.

Be sensible. Don’t smoke.
—Foilsithe ag an
Roinn Sldainte.
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Best-ever bonus
for short-termsaving

"

Note to existing subscribers
Did you know that if you are subscribing
 less than the maximum £20 per month, you
can enter into an additional agreement,
at any time, to increase your savings
by any sum up to that amount. If
you are already saving the full £20,
% you can start a new agreement
after payment of your final
instalment.

National Instalment-Saving makes saving
really easy. You just pay a regular monthly
instalment (£1 to £20 for one year at your
Post Office or Trustee Savings Bank or

you can arrange to pay by Banker's Order. ..
Then forget it for two years and  #
you'll have earned a massive i@
25% bonus, absolutely %r

o

., tax-free. That's worth nearly
. 14% per year to the tax-
' payer, the best-ever _

bonus offered by any __ i s
= saving scheme. Z - - | i I
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National Instaiment-Saving

Full details at your Post Office or Trustee Savings Bank




Rise to the occasion

with Guinness of course




