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skills and flair,

dynamic force

in the game”

says Owen McCann




[Veryone
Wins a

prize

Do you know that anyone who opens

a Saving Account with the Ulster
Bank can earn safe interest on

their account ? |t's a prize

worth having for every member

of the family ! There’s no

entrance fee—all they have to

do is place their weekly or
monthly savings in the care of

the Ulster Bank and watch

the amount multiply. The more they

deposit the bigger the prize.

Ulster Bank
Limited &

fogarty
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world’s finest
pick-me-up

Tea is nature’s own reviver . . . cools you in Summer, warms you

in Winter . . . puts the heart back into;you. It’s the quickest,
most economical refresher of all.

' TEA

BUY INDIAN TEA and always buy the better blends—they're
much cheaper in the end

ISSUED BY THE TEA COUNCIL OF IRELAND LTD.
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Yamaha MF3D 50cc Chick
50cc economy with Yamaha Dig-Dike
engineering! Big performance rotary
valve engine. Autolube system which
does away with mixing problems. s i
futomatic clutch. 3-speed transmission. & ; iy

And many more features which all add g o R
up 1o safcty. comioit and economy for
you, 4t a price you can afford.

Carrier standard. Price; £124.

i I |

Vamaha YF5 50cc Centrefank § &
A 50cc bike with big-bike looks and o R e, Yamaha hikes 210
i\ cngineering. This is the supreme a0ce ' o B :
' ‘ ' machinz. This bike pives you rugged S R
performance and durability. 4-speed
trapsmission. Exclusive Autolube. no mix
convenience. Fade free brakes. It goes
like & bamh. but doesn’t cost it Leg
sl elds standard. Price: £14b.

SR

Yamaha YGIA 80cc

This 80cc bike has the feel of bigger
hikes. the power of a rotary valve
enging and smooth 4-speed
transmission. And. of course, Yamana s
exclusive Autolube system. Leg Shields
and Carrier standard. Price: £178.

To : Danfay Distributors Limited,

- U St :
Yamaha YLl 100cc Twin 9 Upper Stephen Street, Dublin 2.

Climb aboard the first twin-cylinder,
twin-carburettor engine bike in the
100cc class. Here's power, streamlined
styling. twin exhausts. 4-speed
transmission and Yamaha's great
Autolube oil injection system all in one
great bike. Price: £210

Please rush me a free full-colour leaflet on

Yamaha Model...............

Yamaha YASI125¢cc Twin

This 125cc bike takes you into the
champion ciass with a high-performance §
Twin Parallel enging, 3-speed
{ransmission, Diamond-type tubular
frame, 5-port scavenging system. big
hrakes, bigaer lights and Yamaha §
Autolube convenience. Price: £235.
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Motorbikes

continue to
increase in
public favour

By WAYNE EVANS

UP to a few years ago the motor bike was

considered by many to be a big, dirty,
oily monster. Nowadays, however, with the
advent of the modern, streamlined bike, one
can go-go-go in sartorial eloquence also.

Yamaha in this as in so many other fields
are to the fore in the development of motor
bikes to meet modern demands. These seem-
ingly fragile machines when compared to the
more fearsome monsters of yesteryear are In
fact, through better design, far stronger and
more reliable.

Danfay Distributors, who are Irish agents
for Yamaha, had sales of 160 bikes in 1965.
Now there are 10,000 Yamaha bikes on Irish
roads. This gives some indication of the grow-
ing demand for bikes generally, but more
clearly represents the impact that Yamaha
quality and reliability have had on the Irish
market.

Recently, we spoke to Danny Keany, co-
founder and present Managing Director of
Danfay Distributors, and a motorcyclist of
championship calibre to boot. Danny told us
that as an economic and fast means of trans-
port, the motor bike has no equal. With the
ever tightening grip that the traffic situation
is exerting on our capital city, maybe it is
in the motor bike and not in restrictive meas-
ures against car users that a solution is to be
found.

In Ireland, the motor bike is still a utility
item but in the United States, where so many
trends originate, it is quite common for the
middle aged executive to own a motor bike
for leisure driving. A recent survey in the
States revealed that a drop in the sales of out-
board motors was matched by a corresponding
rise in the sales of motor bikes. This leisure

@ Touring Ireland by motor-bike can be an ex-

perience to cherish. There are so many historical

sights to behold and our countryside abounds

in natural beauty. Pictured above is magnificent

Bunratty Casile, situated six miles from Shannon
Airport.

market seems to be the one in which there
will be most growth in the future.

Yamaha is a better machine ! This is what
the Yamaha owners all over the world are
saying. And it’s true. More and more
Yamaha bikes are being produced. Last year
worldwide sales topped the four million mark.
Each year the numbers of bikes sold increases
and this is, to a great extent, due to personal
recommendation from owners who have
sampled at first hand the trouble free quali-
ties of Yamaha allied to top quality perform-
ance. This excellence is emphasised, if em-
phasis is needed, by the astounding success ot
Yamaha in motorcycle racing. Reigning world
champions, Yamaha regularly fill top places
in races throughout the world.

Yamaha, who are the oldest producers of
two-stroke engines in the world, have bikes
available with prices ranging from £124 to
£450. With a dealer network covering the
entire country, Yamaha offers a superb after
sales service, also hire purchase terms can be
arranged through your local dealer.
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OUR cover action picture this month shows Jack
Quinn of Meath in possession, with Kerry’s Liam
Higgins ready to pounce, in case of any slip-up by the

Royal County

man. On our centre-page spread Noel

Coogan talks with Jack Quinn. Mickey Niblock, who is
also featured on our front cover, is spotlighted in this
issue, by Owen McCann (See page 11).

E know, in outline, the form
which the new, post-Ban
charter of the G.A.A. will take.
‘rhe specifics, now being docu-
mented by the President's com-
mittee, will not be disclosed to
the public until the special Con-
gress convenes in Dublin later
this month.

Pat Fanning’s resolution at
Congress in Belfast charted the
broad headings which will form
the basis of the committee’s draft.
These are : the national position
of the Association, membership
and control of grounds. When
the charter 1is ratified by the
special Congress, it will be 1In-
cluded in the Official Guide and
have the force of rule.

A number of motions which
appeared on the Belfast agenda
are also being considered by the
committee. A couple of these pro-
pose that members be required to
declare that their first allegiance
is to the G.A.A. and go on to
stipulate suspension penalties for
breaches of such declaration.

It is hoped that the committee
will not introduce suspension
clauses in any shape or form. To
do so would be an attempt to re-
impose the Ban in new clothing.
The democratic decision of Con-
gress 71 could not be affronted
in that manner.

The possibility of such a move
does not exist, really. The Presi-
dent gave his word of honour that
Rule 27 would not be re-intro-
duced, either by the committee or
the special Congress, and that
pledge wil]l stand.

A declaration of first allegiance
to the national games will, how-
ever, be an essential require-

5}

LETS GO!

ment. It will be a positive ex-
pression of commitment., Mem-
bers will be asked to give their
loyalty to the Association and
will then be in honour bound to
keep their word.

There will be a guide-line for
clubs in the application of res-
trictions on players in certain
circumstances. These restric-
tions will be very necessary to
the welfare of the clubs’ com-
petitive activities—as rugby and
soccer have found out in their
own spheres. But they cannot,
of course, deny G.A.A. members
the right to play—or attend—the
formerly excluded games when
by so doing the interests of their
clubs are not endangered.

The regulation of member-
ship will ensure that the demo-
cratic process of voting at club
meetings will not be misused by
factional interests hostile or in-
different to the national prin-
ciples of the Association. For
the same reason, the control of
club grounds must be safe-
guarded. The possibility of a
“take-over” anywhere is remote,
but it must be precluded, totally.

In the future, participation in
and promotion of Gaelic games
will be a positive act of loyalty,
a commitment without coercion.

Now that it can be seen in its
proper perspective, that is a won-
derful advance. The G.A.A. can
only grow and prosper in this
new era. The devotion of the
Association to its old ideals will
not be deflected or diluted.

~To paraphrase a famous quota-
tion: “We have lost nothing ex-
cept our chains.”
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In 35 years the airline and the aircraft it flies have

grown larger. But the truly important things about
Aer Lingus haven’t changed at all. Like our interest in the
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By JAY DRENNAN

OW the Ban has gone, let

there be no looking back—
that was, in a nutshell, the mes-
sage of Padraig O Fainin at Eas-
ter. It is of the utmost 1mport-
ance. This is a new world for
the G.A.A., and because of that
it has a thousand new challenges
and excitements. It gives the
G.A.A. a completely new field to
work in and a completely new
emphasis in its workings.

In short, the new era just be-
ginning gives the G.A.A. an
immense advantage over every
other kind of games organisation
and, indeed, every other kind of
social organisation. Even though
it is almost 90 years old, 1t has
the stimuli of a new beginning to
enable it to burst ahead info an
exciting new development.

Tiredness and sameness are the
elements of the tedium of life;
they grip us all when we have
been long years in the same job
or the same social situation, in
the same club or working towards
the same objective. Results are
on the decline after the first flush
of excitement and new promise:
it becomes a fulfilment through
known duty of obligations that
seem to be getting us nowhere.
Thrills of achievement are cele-
brated in a minor key.

So here is every organisation
and sporting group in the country
stuck in the middle of life: put-
ting in the work and seeing only
the marginal results of day-to-day
tedium. And here 1s the GA.A.
—90 years almost on the clock—
shuffling off an old identity and
the burdens of years that go with
it, and stepping out in an entirely
new identity. It is a veritable
reincarnation: a new life.

It is just that kind of situation,
if the members can see it and can
grasp it, and can see in it the
excitement and opportunities that

it contains. For, essentially, the
Association must become—after
Faster 1971—the Association of
the members. We may have
thought it so before, and certainly
the manner in which the Ban was
deleted in the heel of the hunt
was a demonstration of the power
of the membership in the” Asso-
ciation. Buf, it is only in that
exercise of the members’ voices
that the very essence of their
status is realised. From now on
the G.A.A. is their’s and it 1s
what they wish to make of 1it.

No longer is there the spectre
of authoritarianism overhanging
them in the form of rules which
block them, or in committees of
the establishment which watch
them with a big brotherly eye. To
whatever extent that was true, it
is now gone forever. The free-
dom which follows 1s complete,
and in the very fact of that free-
dom is born a set of obligations
upon members which they never
had so clearly cut out for them
before.

It is a question of the use or
misuse of the total freedom they
have won for themselves. And,
first, it will now have to be real-
ised by each club member that he
is as responsible for what hap-
pens the Association, for what
lines of progress she follows, as
the officials of the Association’s
hierarchy. Such realisation must
be accepted and driven home: the
lesson of the removal of the Ban
must be emphasised again and
again,

But, the club member must
realise also that in an Assocla-
tion in which he is not bound by
disabling rules, he is also in a
position in which by acting with
irresponsibility he stands in a
position from which he can bring
the Association to ruln—or can

@® TO PAGE 9
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Dublin Airport. it's quarter past eleven at
night and your flight to London has just been
called. Suddenly, you realise you'll need
English money when you get there.

No need to hurry or panic. There's still
fifteen minutes to closing time at the Bank of
Ireland Group's airport office where you can
change Irish money for English money or any
other currency for that matter.

The Bank of Ireland Group now has

e e e e e

offices at Dublin, Cork and Shannon airports.
The Dublin office, tor instance, is now open
for sixteen hours out of every twenty-four.
An Irish traveller or a foreign visitor need never
be stuck for a bank.

“11.15 p m. why ?” you ask.

Sometime when travelling, you may need
a full banking service late at night. Then you'll
answer “'why not?”

Why not indeed.

Bank of Ireland Group

Bank of Ireland / National Bank of Ireland / Hibernian Bank
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build it to glory. The ordinances
of officials are to be understood
for what they are—the words of
those elected by him to issue such
orders and such arrangements. It
he likes them he must act on
them: if he doesn’t, he must still
act on them, but he must do all
in his power to make sure that his
views are made known for the
next vear, either through the
registration of complaint or the
replacement of the officers.

It is one of the dead things
about the Association that there
has been less than live partici-
pation between the rank and file
and the lines of officialdom. A
“Them” and “Us” attitude has
been built up. Inertia and hope-
lessness begetting an abrasive
spirit of criticism on the side ot
the members; loss of hope that
contact and corporate effort will
ever be established on the part
of officials. The big job is to get
the lines of communication open.
The officials are only the mem-
bers themselves personified by
those they wish to speak and act
on their behalf. An understand-
ing must exist that if they will
they can change them, take on
the job themselves, indeed. But,
that if they will not do the job
themselves, and if they honestly
select the men they think will
best do it, that they must then
line up behind them and give
them their backing.

If I were to try to find the one
oreatest fault in the Association
over the last number of years, it
would surely be that there was a
gulf visible between the rank and
file and the officers of Boards and
Councils.

The members will never have a
better chance of realising that
they are, indeed, the Association
than as a result of the Ban’s
removal. It gives a prospect that
is almost daunting in possibilities
if only the great mass of G.A.A.
people could achieve that unity
in moving forward.

ULSTER VIEWPOINT

Congress °q1 was
a greal success

By DAN MCcAREAVY

MTHANKS to the superh leader-

ship of president Pat Fanning,
the splendidly co-operative atti-
tude of the 300-odd delegates and
the impeccable organisation by
host county Antrim, the Easter
Congress in Belfast was beyond
a shadow of doubt the most suc-

cessful exercise ever undertaken

by the 87-year-old Gaelic Ath-
letic Assoclation.

That remains the general re-
action in Ulster to an event which
has carved out for itself its own
particular niche in history with
Mr. Fanning’s handling of the
erucial ban issue already assuring
him an honoured place among
the really great presidents.

“Let there be no sounding of
trumpets as the rule disappears.
Nor should there be talk of de-
feat. If victory there be, let it be
victory for the Association,” Mr.
Fanning urged. And so it was to
be.

Now thoughts are turning to
the recommendations of the
special committee—appointed to
draft what virtually amounts. to
a new charter for the Associa-
tion—and to the special Congress
which will consider these pro-
posals.

As an Armagh stalwart with
more than 50 years’ service to
the Association behind him put
it to me: “I have always believed
passionately in the ban but, at
the same time, change was inevi-
table. T am delighted that the
oreatest national organisation in
the country, and the greatest

9

amateur sporting organisation in
the world should be so completely
united when the change has
come. The G.A.A. can now go to
new heights of achievement.”

Yes, relief that it is over and
a determination to meet the new
challenges are the outstanding
features of current thinking in
the Province.

Personally, my only regret
about Congress was that the pro-
posal to introduce an “open
draw” championship was de-
feated, although 50 per cent sup-
port for the idea must encourage
the sponsors to come again in
1972.

Automatic suspension, too, 1s
regretfully still with us. Having
tangled with this question for
vears, I must confess that I am
at a loss to discover how the con-
version of the extra three or four
counties—stil] needed to obtain
the requisite two-thirds majority
for abolition—can best be tackled.
Perhaps if a trial period could
pbe arranged with the rule set
aside there would be a change
of heart all round — even in the
Deep South!

Nor can there be any com-
plaints of the saturation coverage
given the Congress by the Press,
although I did feel that more
might have been made of the
president’s expressed concern
about the position of hurling.

“For all of us, I am sure, hurl-
ing is the very heart of the
G.A.A.” Mr. Fanning declared in

® TO0 PAGE 10
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In colour you'll meet your old
favourites under a wide blue
western sky. When you rent from
RTV' you get the truest, richest
" colour going. Because RTV bring
you a 22" Telefunken ('best
durned set on the market’). And
because RTV Rentals are the first
in colour — give you the first-rate
service that goes with it!

whichever way you
look at them !

In black - and - white, it's clear,
needle - sharp viewing with a
choice of sets and sizes.

And RTV Rentals service will
keep that picture in prime shape.
value? You bet yer hide on it!

——

14 hours colour transmis-
sion from RTE this week.

Colour: 22" Telefunken Colour TV for only £1.66 weekly.
New 19" black-and-white viewing from 45p weekly.

Dublin (Head Office): 40 Upr.
Baggot Street, Phone 64901 (15
lines). 19 Grafton Street, 3 Nth.
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Stillorgan & Phibsboro Shopping
Centres, 91 Lr. George's Street,
Dun Laoghaire.
And 36 efficient branches cover-
ing the country.
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his presidential address. “Were
hurling to die, or even become
merely a side issue, then the
G.A.A. — for me at least—would
have lost its meaning. It would
no longer be the Association
founded by Cusack ‘to bring back
the hurling’.”

And he added: “Let there be
no mistake about it; the state of
hurling through the country
gives cause for concern. bBut
equally let it be said the big
effort not merely to save hurling
but to promote it and spread it
in each of the 32 counties 1is
being maintained and will be
maintained.”

With these thoughts in mind,
the mammoth under-15 hurling
festival in Thurles on Saturday
and Sunday, July 17 and 18, takes
on a new importance. The best
under-15 club side from each of
the visiting 31 counties will be
joined by 33 teams from hosts
Tipperary in a blitz tournament
over the two days, with no fewer
than 224 preliminary games O0n
the Saturday and the final stages
played out on the historic
Thurles sportsfield on the Sun-
day.

Welcoming the decision to run
the tournament, Down hurling
chairman Mr. Gerry Sheehan,
who also leads his county’s Coiste
JTomana, said that the concept of
the festival was one of the most
imaginative ideas to emerge in
the whole hurling revival cam-
palgn.

“The emphasis is on club sides
and here is a golden opportunity
for County Committees to dangle
a very attractive prize for an
under-15 competition. I sincerely
hope all counties will support the
idea, as it provides an excellent
chance for our juveniles to learn
in really top-class company,”
Gerry declared.

I feel that Ulster progress in
the hurling revival 1s exagger-
ated. Here is a chance to revit-
alise those efforts.



MICKEY NIBLOCK

il

FATE can be tantalisingly fickle — even to

Symptomatic of this
is the consistency with which Mickey Niblock
has been to the forefront in inter-county com-
petitions since he first flashed his way across

her favourite sons.

-

BY
OWEN

the scene nationally with a history-making

minor team in 1965, and the noteworthy role
played in a series of triumphs that

he has

McCANN

virtually span the whole history of Derry’s
title achievements in major fare.

The polished Magherafelt for-
ward has already enjoyed a rare
richness of success when we com-
pare his record with such other
Derry stars as, say, legendary
Jim McKeever, whose position as
one of the most distinguished
mz=mbers of the Hall of Fame 1s
undisputed, and whom I also rate
as the greatest midfielder of my
own time, Mick O’Connell not
withstanding. McKeever’s score
in the big medals league is one
Ulster senior and two Railway
Cup souvenirs.

Yet, although he has still years
of football ahead of him,
Niblock already holds two All-
Ireland medals, minor in 1965,
and Under-21 in 1968, an Ulster
senior award in 1970, and Rail-
way Cup medals for 1968, 1970
and 1971. That’s a very lmpres-
sive haul for a young footballer
from any county, but particularly
for one from a county with such
a modern tradition as Derry’s.

However, that hard taskmaster,
fate, has in latter times switched
the emphasis more and more
from the talents and skills of
Mickey Niblock and his col-

leagues to the manner in which
chances have been lost
chances that could transform
Derry’s undeniable potential into
a smooth, co-ordinated outfit on
a par with the best ever in foot-
ball history.

I know many shrewd judges
who feel that the 1important
trophies have passed by this
talented company of Derry foot-
ballers for good. I must admit
that the last couvle of games I
saw Derry in action this year, I
found their performances terribly
disappointing.

Nevertheless, despite the many
question marks that must now
hover over the side following
their draws with Meath, Antrim
and Cavan in their Spring pro-
gramme in the National League,
I am still not prepared to say
that Derry will not yet prove
enual to the big challenge. They
have more than most teams in
their favour, not to mention the
talents of Mickey Niblock.

I find a great deal to admire
in the Derry forward’s play, par-
ticularly his facility to place the
ball. He allies quickness of

A |

thought and action with deft,
accurate touches to lay on the
chances around goal as few in
the country, other than the
master himself, Sean O’Neill.

A great carrier of the ball,
Niblock backs up his creative
wiles with control and poise, and
he can also engage in situations
away from, as well as around,
goal. He 1s also able to more
than hold his own with the best

in match-winning, clean, high
fielding.
Niblock’s general finishing

may not currently be on a par
with his good outfield work, a
criticism, of course, common fto
all the Derrymen. At the same
time, he has proven that he is
not backward in going forward
to punch home the goals himself,
and he has, time and again, also
richly earned applause for well-
taken points.

The Northern interprovincial’s
career has so far been nicely
moulded at important stages of
development with the type of
vital team title triumphs which
can mean so much in the appren-
ticeship of a player.

And it is still comparatively
early days in his football life, for
while many are inclined to look
cn Niblock as something of a
veteran, he is a veteran only in
the playing sense, for he only
won his place in the Derry
premier side a little over four
years ago.

Only a year after his senior

@& TO PAGE 14
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@ Cyril Dunne, as he
looked in his heyday

with the great Galway
teams of the 1960s.

DUNNE BOWS oOUT
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By OWEN McCANN

O the file on the scoring acti-

vities of Cyril Dunne, that spot-
on finisher from Ballinaslpe, now
takes its place on the “For Future
Reference” shelf, with the final
entry of many inked in, and the
goals and polnts harvested over
the years catalogued in cold
figures that conceal the many
joys and disappointments in a

career that is as successful 1n

every directlon as any one can
find in football and hurling lore.

It is a file that provides the
basics of a story that reveals
Dunne as a brilliant contemporary
of such greats as Paddy Dohertly
and Charlie Gallagher, and Jimmy
Doyle and Eddie Keher, in what
is, after all, the most important
aspect of field games — score-
making and score taking — and
also as a prominent figure In
some headline-making scoring
achievements.

Like the {free-kick exhibition
that was the 1965 Rallway Cup
football final. Effortlessly, and
with pin-point precision, Cyril
Dunne pointed no fewer than 10
frees that day, and Paddy
Doherty’s immaculate left-foot
was responsible for seven minors
from placed balls. Not only that,
neither player failed in that game
to convert a single free!

There were many other memor-
able games in which the Galway
ace demonstrated his brilliant art
in turning to account chances
both from frees and play. One of
the best goals he scored, in my
view, was Galway’s lone goal of
their 1966 All-Ireland semi-final
with Cork. Ten minutes into the
second half, with Galway only a
point in front, Dunne -cracked
home a great left-footed drive for
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a vitally important score,

That was not his only contri-
bution to a win that greatly
helped Galway on the road to
ranking as the only Connacht
county to win three All-Ireland
senior football titles 1n succes-
sion, a run they completed against
Meath in the 1966 decider. He
also helped himself to seven
points against Cork, and his part
in the Galway win 1s underlined
even more by virtue of the fact
that he scored all but four points
of his team’s total.

Cyril Dunne is one of only
three Galway players to reach a
century of points for a full year’s
campaign in inter-county games,
embracing all competitions and
challenges, and Railway Cup ties.
He reached three figures for the
only time in 1964, when he took
second place in Ireland in the
football chart with 3.96 (105
points) in 21 matches,

That score is just two points
below the Galway county record,
held by Sean Purcell, who was
coming to the end of a great
inter-county career during
Dunne’s early days in the Galway
football side at the beginning of
the last decade. The Tuam ace
blazed the record-making trail
with 11-74 (107 points) in 22
games 1n 1958.

The third Galway member of
the elite century club 1is John
Keenan, who was Connacht’s ace
marksman in 1969, and third best
in Ireland, with 5-88 (103 points)
in 21 games. Purcell and Keenan
also reached three figures only in
the seasons spotlighted.

Cyril Dunne headed the Gal-
way county chart in 1962, 1964,
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1965 and 1967. He led the way 1n
the West 1n 1962 and 1964, but
somewhat surprisingly, never
headed the nation-wide table.
However, a good average of high
figures over the years ensures
that the Galway ace will still rank
as one of the most prolific score-
grabbers of them all.

In all, he played a total of 179

The
hallmark of

games in the big-time, and scored

® ke - 40 goal 534 points, |

dlStI“Ctlve t-r::rtalg D{E::fs ﬁgzdpnints.pg‘ﬁis wﬂ;rkz

out at the good match score of
3.65 points.

o Rt Now, as he joins other scoring
wrltlng plaper wizards of the ’Sixties in inter-
county retirement, we can do no

better than to say to Cyril Dunne:

“Thanks for the memories,
memories of great, flashing goals,
wonderful points, top-class ex-
hibitions, controlled, <cultured
play that will long live with us
all.”

Mickey Niblock

@® FROM PAGE 11

inter-county debut came his first
outing in the Ulster jersey
against Connacht at Cavan, and
he has figured in each of the
North’s subsequent five games 1n
the series. When we consider the
proud record of Ulster in the
Railway Cup, and the invariably
keen competition for places in
their team, this 100 per cent

made i“ IrEIand quota of interprovincial jersies as

a senior is a splendid tribute to
the consistent quality of
Niblock’s football and his ever-

for discerning people | ovhe o

So, whatever the future may
hold for Derry football, it seems
reasonable to assume that, with
the wealth of experience he has

8\ already garnered, and the foot-
Wiggins Teape | ball know-how he has perfected,
\\ product_~ as well as his own individual

skills and flairs, Mickey Niblock
will continue to be a dynamic
force in the game.
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THE LEAGUES

By OWEN McCANN
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THEY'RE A WOW!

VEN if new attendance re-

cords for the finals of the
National Leagues are not put into
the record book after this
month’s deciders, the exciting
new dimensions given to the
1970-’71 competitions with the
introduction of promotion and
relegation, and the new grouping
arrangements, will still have
paid-off handsomely in greater
all-round interest and nation-wide
appeal from the first to the final
rounds than in any past season.

The finals will, of course, be
the money-spinning games to
top them all, but already more
cash than ever before has flowed
into the county coffers, and the
keenness of the players, and the
enthusiasm of the supporters
throughout are the most effective
answers to those who have been
so vocal in their efforts to estab-
lish a wailing wall around the
future of footbzll and hurling.

The one real cause for regret
now 1is that the spring pro-
gramme was not a more stream-
lined one. Had a complete series
of games in each code been
played without fail every second
week from the start of the play-
ing year (in football, for in-
stance, we had a month’s delay
between rounds five and six) the
counties would now be enjoying
an even greater financial bon-
anza. Let’s hope that the lesson
will not be lost for the future,
as booming National Leagues put
hurling and football in a stronger
competitive position with other
pastimes.

Be that as it may, the National
Leagues have come a lnﬂg way
in status and nation-wide appeal
since the first final was played
at the Cork Athletic Grounds on
May 16, 1926, when Cork beat
Dublin by 3-7 to 1-5 in hurling.
A year later the 1initial football
fina] resulted in a 2-1 to 1-0 win
for Laois over Dublin.

The biggest attendance at any
League game was at the 1964
clash of Dublin and Down in the
“Home” football final, when
70,126 crowded into Croke Park.
The record for a football final
proper is 56,515 at another meet-
ing of Down and Dublin — that
one for the 1962 title. A year
later 57,180 passed through the
turnstiles for the Kerry-Down
“Home” final, and an estimated
7,000 gained free admission when
some of the gates were forced
open.

The high-point attendance-wise
in hurling was reached at a
memorable game in 1956, when
Wexford turned a 15 points de-
ficit at the interval into a 5-9 to
2-14 win over Tipperary before
45,902 enthralled spectators.

Mayo and Tipperary dominate
the story of the Leagues, with
the Connacht county holding a
position that is both unique and
highly impressive. Ten final ap-
pearances, ten titles—that’s the
almost unbelievable Mayo score!
And for good measure, the
county’s run of six titles in a row
from 1934 to 1939 inclusive 1is the
best for both codes.

Tipperary head the titles chart
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with 13 from 19 finals. Their first
was as early as 1928, but they did
not take their second until 1949.
That win saw mighty John Doyle,
from Holycross, win his first
National League medal, and in
1965 he brought his score to
eleven, the greatest number won
by any player. _

Limerick have not made an im-
pact in the modern hurling series,
but still rank as a pace-setter in
the game as regards titles won
in succession, with five from 1934
to 1938. The next best run is
Tipperary’s 1959-1961 three in a
TOw.

Probably the most novel final
of all was the football clash of
1947, in which Derry won Ul-
ster’s first crown by beating
Clare 2-9 to 2-5. But Derry, who
have not since inscribed their
name on the list, were not the
first team from the “Wee Six” to
reach a decider.

In 1935 Fermanagh lost by 21
points (5-8 to 0-2) to Mayo In a
tie that ranks as the one with the
most decisive winning margin in
football. Derry were themselves
on the wrong end of the biggest
barrage in a decider in 1961,
when Kerry cracked home 28

points (4-16) +to the Ulster
team’s 1-5.
Limerick’s 11-6 (39 points)

against Cork in 1937 is the only
total by any team in football or
hurling to reach two figures in
goals.

The finals have generally been
good value for goals. One green
flag at least has been raised in
all but three — 1956 (Cork 0.8;
Meath 0-7) and 1960 (Down 0-12;
Cavan 0-9) in football, and 1959
(Tipperary 0-15; Waterford 0-7)
in hurling.

The 1960 football final has a
number of other distinctions. It
was the first all-Ulster one, re-
sulted in Down’s first title, and
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is the Jlast featuring counties
from the one province.

The last year a new name was
inseribed on the list was in 1966,
when Longford won out in foot-
ball. Only two other counties
have 100 per cent records In
finals; Laois, who have not ap-
peared in the concluding round
since that 1927 win, and Mayo.

Galway were the first to put
their name on the chart in hurl-
ing and football. They achieved
that distinction in 1940, when
with one hurling title to theilr
credit (1932) they beat Meath.
Cork have eight hurling titles
and two in football. Dublin and
Galway complete the short list
with, amazingly enough, identi-
cal figures—three each in foot-
ball, and two apiece in hurling.

Here’'s how the provinces and
counties measure up in the titles
chart for the National Leagues:

HURLING

29, Munster; 8, Leinster; 2,
Connacht.

13, Tipperary (1928 to 1968):
8, Cork (1926 to 1970); 6, Lime-
rick (1934 to 1947); 3, Kilkenny
(1933 to 1966); 3, Wexford (1956
to 1967); 2, Dublin (1929-1939);
2, Galway (1932-1951); 1, Clare
(1946): 1, Waterford (1963).

FOOTBALL

13, Connacht; 10, Munster; 8,
Leinster; 5, Ulster; 3, New York.

10, Mayo (1934 to 1970); 8,
Kerry (1928 to 1969); 3, Down
(1960 to 1968); 3, Dublin (1933 to
1958): 3, Meath (1933 to 1951);
3, Galway (1940 to 1965); 3, New
York (1950 to 1967); 2, Cork
(1952 to 1956); 1, Laois (1927);
1, Derry (1947); 1, Cavan (1948);
1, Longford (1866).

The scoring returns spot-
lighted above do not, of course,
take into consideration figures
for two-legged finals. That set-up
was introduced in 1965 for games
featuring New York and the
“Home” champions.



By EAMONN YOUNG

Billy Morgan

WILL
CORRK
BEAT
KERRY
THIS
YEAR?

ILL Cork beat Kerry this

year ? Will anybody beat
Kerry this year is an easy way
of answering the question, but
just for now I'll take a closer
look at it.

To beat a good team In any-
thing, you need merit and prepar-
ation and if you like, throw in a
spot of luck. As an analysis of
luck is beyond me I had better
stick to what I can talk about.

Cork footballers might have
won an All-Ireland in 67 though
Meath deserved it. There are
five of that Cork side left to-day
— Billy Morgan, Frank Cogan,
Bernie O’Neill, Denis Coughlan
and Brian Murphy. All are good
performers and, indeed, it may
be that before the championship
the big man who dropped out be-
cause of illness, Jerry Lucey, will
be back.

Building on that fundamental,
the competent young players who
won the under-age stuff are added
as bricks that have built a fair
structure—at least good enough
to be up with the best. And when
you're up with the best it doesn’t
need a lot more to push a neck
in front., That’s all one needs to
win, remember.

People have been asking for
the last few years what Cork 1s
doing with the star minors. I
meet a lot of allegedly sensible
folk who can’t see why we have
not won the last three or four
senior championships. Just how
naive can a sportsman be? Or
do they think one can gather a
senior All-Ireland like haws off
a whitethorn ?

What Cork has been doing
with the star minors 1s an easy
one to answer, We have been let-
ting them grow up. Surely, no-
body is foolish enough to believe
that because a child (in the sport-
ing sense) wins a minor All-Ire-
land, he is good enough to go in
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there with Tom Prendergast or
C ol m McAlarney or Mickey
Kearins or Shay O’Connor ? The
man of twenty-four who has en-
dured the blistering of a few
championships is a stronger,
tougher, cuter man whose prep-
aration is more careful and who
usually has the old footballing
head screwed on a lot tighter.

Of course, any team can carry
a few young fellows and some
are stars. God be with the days
when Tommy Murphy beat half
the country at centre-forward
for Laois and the chap wasn’t
seventeen. But a team of very
young men will not usually win
championships, a fact the various
university teams have proved
often enough in the county cham-
pionships.

At the moment, Cork have the
good minors of yesterday, like
Donal Hunt, Ned Kirby, Ray
Cummins, Jim Barrett, Denis
Long, Mick Scannell, Kevin
Kehilly, Jim Curtin, John Cole-
man, Declan O’Mahony, Connie
Hartnett and a few more coming
along nicely. The names in
several cases don’t mean much
to those who weren't lucky
enough to be born Corkmen but
take it from me they are pretty
useful players all and some of
them better than that if . . . Well
we’ll talk about the “if”’ later on.

It seems to0 me we have reason-
able merit now and we could be
better next year and the year
after.

So now to preparation. I re-
member playing a very important
Army game long ago. It was only
between two companies, each
about one hundred and (fifty
strong, so the standard wasn’t
stratospherically high. But it was
mighty important. The chap I was
marking was never heard of, be-
fore or afterwards. He couldn’t
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kick snow off a pitch but he
could run like a sandpiper.

He was tralned to the ounce
and I to the stone—one around
each ankle. I learned a lesson in
preparation that day. Of course,
it wasn’t known until after the
game that he had fifty pounds on
it. Where would a soldier get
fifty pounds thirty years ago ?
He’d get it fast enough if the
gang got together and decided to
make money. But that’s a digres-
sion except for the emphasis it
lays on preparation.

As I write, I would back
Kerry against any team in the
country and it seems very likely
that, in May, they will be flying
also. Jacky Lyne 1is a good

RANSOMES

LAWN MOWERS

trainer and the Kerrymen, led by
Jim Brosnan—and Bishop Casey
—are in there behind them. Why
wouldn’t they, for the game is
both body and soul to the average
son of the Kingdom ?

To catch a team like that you
have to be very good and very
shrewd. If Cork can match the
merit, can we equal them in
dedication and leadership (which
a friend of mine once analysed as
a subtle combination of common-
sense, shrewdness and treach-
ery) ?

The men behind the scene in
Cork, apart from the Board
officers, who have always sup-
ported the football efforts, are
Paddy Driscoll and Sean Crow-
ley, Bernie Murphy, Owen Mac-

RANSOMES Gang Mowers have earned a world wide
reputation for being the ideal machines for mowing
operations on golf courses, parks and playing fields, etc.

Distributors for
HAND, MOTOR AND GANG MOWERS
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Auliffe and Gene Fitzgerald,
along with the trainer, army ser-
geant, Denis Leahy.

They have two months from
now to get the side into tip-top
shape and there’s so much to
mental and physical fitness that
to discuss the thing further
would be a waste of time. The
fact that Billy Morgan (who
should be married before this
column appears and to whom we
all wish the best of luck) holds
a diploma in physical education
from Strawberry Hill is a factor
in itself very significant.

S0 much for merit and prepara-
tion. Now there are a few smaller
points.

Will Kerry be tired from their
League campaign? They
shouldn’t be, but one can never
rule out the possibility of in-
juries. Again, the venue this
year should suit Cork—provided
both teams dispose of their
rather independent Munster op-
ponents—Corkmen usually play
better in Killarney than in Cork
for the audience in the Cork
Athletic Grounds, accustomed to
reasonable success in hurling, is
inclined to be critical—and often
justly so—of the footballers.

But now, since the big ball
players have given several good
hours of fun for the few shil-
lings, the Cork crowd will be
more amiable to start and more
vociferous to finish. This helps,
and often upsets the other fellow.

To say that Kerry are scared
of Cork is foolish but to ignore
the fact that, over the years, the
Kingdom chaps have always
looked on games with Cork as
tough ones is only to say the
truth. I think that Kerry play bet-
ter against everyone else. In
July, they will regard Cork as
more formidable still, and the
tension may not do them any
good.

In ’68, '69 and 70 I could not
see Cork beating Kerry. This
year I can—provided the work is
done.



NOT A FUNERAL

NOTE

WAS SOUNDED

THE Day the Ban died was pos-

sibly as peaceful a day as
Belfast has known 1n a long, long
time. The sun shone down from
a cloudless sky, the quiet of a
Belfast Sunday was never more
somnolent on the Malone Road,
and even on the crowded floor
of the Whitla Conference Hall,
there was almost absolute silence
as President Pat Fanning rose to
put the first motion on the

Agenda.
That motion, in the name of
twenty-six Irish counties — was

that somehow a symbolic figure?
— and one English County, asked
that Rule 27 be deleted. The Ban
was before the firing squad.

To me, as I sat and watched,
the irony of the whole situation
was obvious.

For the first time Congress was
being held in Belfast, and it was
being held in an institution,
Queen’s University, maintained
by the British Government, and
extremely well maintained, may I
add, as our quarters in the

Queen’s Elmsg proved. The ar-
rangements were in the capable
hands of the Antrim County
Board, and Antrim was one of
the two Counties which voted to
retain the Ban.

The Chairman, Pat Fanning,
had all his years been a ‘hard-
liner’ gs far as the retention of
the Ban was concerned, but he
was also well-known to be a man
of unylelding principle, to whom
personal feelings would mean
nothing when the genuine dic-
tates of democracy had to be
enforced.

Through the Hall were men
whose connection with the Asso-
ciation stretched across the dec-
ades, Sean McCarthy of Cork had
been President of the Association
in the Jubilee Year of 1934 but
his connection with the G.A.A.
went back long years beyond that
and someone said it was he who
had strengthened the Ban Rules
at the 1918 Congress. Padraig
McNamee had been President of
the G.A.A. more than 30 years
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ago, and it was in his reign that
Dr. Douglas Hyde had been dis-
missed from the position -of
Patron of the Association because
as President of Ireland, he had
in his official capacity attended
a soccer international. There was
Alf Murray from Armagh, who,
to so many people during his
Presidency, had been the focal
point of what we may loosely call
the pro-Ban school of thought.

Of the dedication and devotion
of these men to the G.A.A. and
the ideals for which it stands,
and has always stood, there could
be no question whatever, just as
there could be no question of the
similar dedication and devotion
of Tom Woulfe, the Ballybunion-
born Dublin Civil Service club-
man, who for more than a decade
has inspired the fight to have the
Ban Rules removed.

But before Pat Fanning ever
began to speak about that opening
motion it was already obvious to
the close observer that here was
no Congress of bitterly divided
factions, willing to fight fo the
death on the question of Pro-Ban
or Anti-Ban. Here were three
hundred delegates well aware
that they faced one problem and
one problem only. Were the
ideals and principles of the Asso-
ciation to be better served by the
retention or abolition of the Ban
Rules? Principle was now at
stake. The issue had boiled down
to a question of method only.

Calmly and precisely Pat Fan-
ning outlined the background

A previous Congress had asked
that a- Committee be set up to
state the case for the retention of
Rule 27. That Committee’s report
had been considered first by the
clubs and then by the counties.
There had been an overwhelming
decision that, in effect, Rule 27
had outlived its utility. In the
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Seanie Barry

Seanie Barry

I SAW HIM COME
AND I SAW HIM GO

BY PHILIP RODERICK

HE caught my attention the very

first time I ever saw him
strike a ball — and that was five
years ago at the Limerick Gaelic
Grounds on a day that Cork were
blessed with all the luck in the
world in holding Clare to a draw
in the first round of the Munster
championship.

At the particular moment, he
was caught up in a tangle of
Clare players, a lone splash of
red in a ring of blue, and there
was no way out—or so it seemed.

Yet, in some extraordinary way
he managed to get the ball on to
his hurley, stepped back and with
a high, left-handed drive, short
and unorthodox — somewhat
reminiscent of Tom Cheasty of
Waterford — he put the ball over
the bar from 40 to 50 yards out.

He didn’t really look like a
hurler — this dark young man
with the tight crew-cut, the
hunched shoulders, the odd shuf-
fling run and the unusual left-
handed striking.

I didn’t know who he was at
the time. On the programme it
said “S. Barry”. But the man be-
side me knew a little more,

“They call him Seanie and he
used to play with “Farna” In
Cork. This is his first match with
the senior team. But he won’t be
with us for long. I heard some-

where the other day that he Iis
studying for the priesthood.”

He was new to me . . ., but then
so too were many of the Cork
team that faced Clare that after-
noon. Gerald McCarthy, Charlie
McCarthy, Tom O’Donoghue . . .
[ hadn’t seen them play up to
then.

And Cork that day did not play
like potential champions of any-
thing. They put on a good dis-
play in the first half, died in the
second and with only seconds to
go, Clare were ahead by three
points. Then, from a free, and I
think it was Justin McCarthy took
it, Cork got a goal and there was
still hope in a replay.

But, of course, everything came
right after that. Cork nudged
out Limerick in the second round,
dumped Waterford in the Mun-
ster final and Croke Park finally
got a look at Seanie Barry on All-
Ireland day when Cork upset all
the odds by beating Kilkenny.

It was not the greatest of All-
Ireland finals but then that Cork
side was not really a great one.
Not in hurling certainly . . . but
the fifteen men who beat Kil-
kenny will be remembered for a
long time. They ended the long,
sad years in the wilderness.

For the first time in 12 years,
an All-Ireland title had been won;
for the first time in 10 years a
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Munster title had been won.,

And these fifteen did more than
win Munster and All-Ireland
titles. They put Cork back into
hurling and I think you’ll agree
that the hurling scene has been
all that better over the past five
years.

Seanie Barry played a very
vital role in Cork’s return in 1966
and he might have become a far
more famous player but for the
tact that Waterford shocked Cork
in the first round of the Munster
championship in 1967 and Tip-
perary put an end to their hopes
in 1968.

And by then, of course, Seanie
was immersed in his studies for
the priesthood and gradually his
appearances for Cork became
fewer and fewer.

And now he has gone alto-
gether. Last month at Kiltegan
in Co. Wicklow, he became
Father Seanie Barry and he is off
to Nigeria shortly.

I was there to see his first
match for Cork five years ago in
Limerick and I was there, too,
when he played his last match for
Cork, in the Oireachtas final
against Tipperary at Thurles last
December.

In between Seanie Barry gave
us a few fine performances to
remember and those memories
will always be good.




EATH’S star full-back, Jack
Quinn, is one of the finest
exponents of Gaelic football play-
iIng the game at present. Like
another famous Royal County
star of a few years ago, Paddy
O’Brien, Jack starred at midfield

before being converted to the

defensive role.

In 1967 the brilliant Kilbride
man helped his county to their
third All-Ireland title. He has
also gained four Leinster cham-
pionship medals, represented his
province on a few occasions and
a few weeks ago travelled to San
Francisco to represent an all-
stars team against champions
Kerry. Recently I had the plea-
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JACK QUINN

sure of interviewing Jack. Our
conversation went as follows :—

N.C.—Which position do you pre-
fer playing in, full-back or centre-
field ?

J.Q.—I always preferred centre-
field but at the moment I am
pretty happy lining out at full-
back.

N.C—Which of the two positions
do you consider the more difficult
to play in?

J.O.—1 consider the full-back
position the more difficult as the
standard of forward play is im-
proving all the time. The full-
back seldom gets the play com-
ing towards him to suit him.

N.C—You have played wmany
26
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BY NOEL COOGAN

fine games for Meath. Which, in
your opinion, was Your greatest
ever ?

J.Q.—Two games stick in my
mind. The 1966 All-Ireland semi-
final against Down and the 67

All-Ireland semi-final against
Mayo.
N.C.—You have just returned

from San Francisco. Do vou think
such trips are really worthwhile ?

J.Q.—Very definitely. Gaelic
football needs such trips as an
incentive to players. Such incen-
tives are very important, especi-
ally now that other codes are
gaining 1in popularity.

N.C—What are vyour views on the
possibilities of Gaelic football be-
coming an international game ?

J.0.—1 would like to see it be-
coming more international, with
a world championship competi-
tion, between Ireland, England.,
America and Australia, taking
place every year. This champion-
ship could be held in a different
country each year.

N.C—Do vyou foresee Gaelic
football ever becoming a profes-
sional game ?

J.O.—1 don’'t foresee it becom-
ing fully professional as we
haven’t the population to support
it at such a level. However, I feel
there should be some payment
for big match appearances, like
All-Ireland semi-finals and finals.
Such an arrangement would
provide teams with a bigger in-
centive to do better.

N.C.—When you are not playing
football what do you like to do in
your spare time?

J.Q.—1 like attending horse
race meetings and also going to
the seaside during the summer
months.
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N.C—What are your favourite
television programmes’

J.0.—1 like “The Riordans” and
the sports programmes.

N.C. — Are you satisfied that
Gaelic Games get sufficient viewing
time on R.T.E.?

J.0.—No. I would like to see
the big matches being televised
in a programme lasting about
three quarters of an hour on Mon-
day evenings. The present “Gaelic
Report” programme 1is far too
short. Monday would be a better
day than Sunday for showing
games as more players would be
in a position to see them on that
day. Players could see their own
mistakes and learn something
from them.

N.C.—Can vyou name the three
best footballers you have opposed
in your career to date?

J.0.—Sean O’Neill (Down), Des
Foley (Dublin) and Con O’Sul-
livan (Cork). :

N.C—Who was vour idol when
vou were a boy?

J.Q.—Paddy O’Brien was my
idol.

N.C.—Leaving Gaelic Games
aside can you name any sportsman
or sportsmen whom you particularly
admire ?

JO—Yes, I can name a few.
In soccer, the Manchester United
pair of Denis Law and Bobby
Charlton. In rugby, the former
Irish international who turned to
Rugby League, Ken Goodall,
golfer Christy O’Connor and
jockeys Tommy Carberry, Bobby
Coonan and Lester Piggott.

N.C.—Have vou played any other
game besides Gaelic football or are
there any other games which you
would like to play ?

J.O.—No, 1 haven’t played any

other game seriously. I would
like to play a few games of soc-
cer and rugby but I would never
leave Gaelic football as I prefer
it to all other games.

N.C.—Are you satisfied with the
coverage Gaelic Games get in* the
newspapers ?

J.O—I am not 100% satisfied.
Most times, the reporting is
pretty good but there is inclined
to be a lot of bias towards cer-
tain counties. Every reporter
should try to be as fair as pos-
sible.

N.C—Who is your favourite
G.A.A. writer ?

I.0.—Paddy Downey of The
Irish Times. He 1s not only my
favourite writer but also one of
the best and fairest reporters of
Gaelic games in the country.

N.C—Have vyou ever felt an-
noved about anything that was writ-
ten about vou?

J.Q0.—No, I haven’t.

N.C—What are vour views on
the general standard of refereeing ?

J.O.—The general standard 1is
not good. We have some very
good referees but there are too
many interpretations of the rules.
What’s a foul one Sunday may
not be a foul the following Sun-
day. T would like to see coaching
sessions for referees being intro-
duced. In soccer referees have to
pass an examination on the rules
of the game and it would hardly
be a bad idea if a similar system
wes adopted in the G.A.A.

N.C.—Are there any remaining
ambitions which you would like to
fulfil before vour career ends?

J.O.—I would like to win a
National League medal, but most

of all I would like to captain
Meath to an All-Ireland title,
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N.C—How do you foresee this
vear's  All-Ireland championship
going !’

J.O.—Kerry will take a lot of
beating again. Still, I expect
Meath to be there or thereabouts
at the finish. Every team in Lein-
ster 1s a danger but Offaly and
Dublin may present most prob-
lems. Derry or Down should
come out of Ulster while Mayo
look best in the West.

N.C.—Would vou favour the idea
of an open draw for the champion-
ship ?

J.0.—Yes, very much so. The
new National League with Iits
evenly matched groups has
proved a great success. If an
open draw was introduced it
would give the championship a
bit of variety which it lacks at
present. Teams wouldn’t have to
be meeting the same counties
every year. Some counties have
too easy a passage to the closing
stages and with the open draw all
counties would have to play the
same number of games to reach
the final.

N.C—In conclusion, Jack would
vou like to pass on a few words of
advice to the many young boys up
and down the country whose ambi-
tion it is to play football for their
county one day ?

J.O.—Constant practice and
playing the game is very import-
ant. They must be willing to
train hard and take advice from
more experienced players. They
must also be willing to be told
their mistakes. But constant prac-
tice of the skills of the game is
the most important thing. Skills
like catching, kicking, the solo
run and learning the proper
method of passing the ball.
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Congress
was a
triumph
for

O Fainin

T was, indeed, a momentous

occasion in Belfast: unique in

its situation, unique in its organ-

isation, unique in its running, and
unique in 1ts content.

It was certainly a triumph for
those who felt the Annual Meet-
ing should go to the North, even
at this troubled time, and it was
no less a triumph for those 1n
charge that everything went with
seemly propriety over the week-
end. Of course, there are those
who will suggest that it is an in-
dex of the relevance of the G.A.A.
of to-day to the situation as it
exists in the north that so few
people thought it worth interest-
ing themselves either by approval
or disapproval of the doings of
the Association’s annual get-
together.

Never has a Congress been so
well organised and so well run
both within and without. The
comfort and convenience of dele-
gates was given every considera-
tion, and in this the Antrim
County Board which was 1n
charge of arrangements must get
an unreserved congratulation.
Within the actual proceedings,
never has there been such busl-
ness-like dispatch of affairs. None
of the dragging boredom which
sometimes has gripped portions
of previous Congresses; the edge
of interest maintained at all
times, so that this was seen to be
a worthy summit operation of the
Association. For this, unreserved
congratulations to Padraig
O Fainin, a President of the finest
quality and a Chairman of sen-
sitivity, dynamism and control.

In this regard, I think I have
never seen—and I doubt if any-
one else has—a President who
seems to have won the admira-
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tion, respect and collaboration ot
members in such a wide degree as
O Fainin. He has been through
a rough vear in his first taste of
control. but he has displayed in
everything he has done a touch
of inspiration — he can do no
wrong. The Association which
showed such a reluctance to elect
him has realised that they were
being over-sensitive to dangers
which they thought they saw In
his make-up. It was quite aston-
ishing to see the extent to which
O Fainin’s bona fides is accep-
ted on all sides.

And the Ban business has done
nothing but strengthen his grip:
those in favour of retention
realise how severe a blow it is to
him to have to preside over 1ts
obsequies; those who favoured
deletion must, in all justice, have
been lost in wonder at the man-
ner in which he accepted the
judgment of the majority, carried
the tricky situation through with
complete dignity and with not the
shadow of ill-feeling.

More than anything else, Con-
gress was a triumph for O Fainin.
But, of course, it will be remem-
bered for the passing of the Ban.
Rules 27, 28 and 29 have gone.
Rule 26 has remained—a signal
comment on the lack of consider-
ation given it by some of those
who proposed its deletion was the
manner in which it was offered
as a little sacrifice to ‘ould
dacencies.”

So, now, the Association stands
Banless. What does this mean ?
I would hazard that 1t can mean
only one thing in the context of
the Belfast meeting—that the
rods are lying in pickle for the

® TO PAGE 39
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special Congress, an occasion
when O Fainin’s charism will be

tested once again.
There 1is now—officially—no

attitude whatever to things of
national, extra-athletic nature in
the Association. Shoring up will
be painful, and it will not be quite
so easy as the President’s assur-
ance to avoid any effort at rein-
troducing the Ban rules in an-
other guise would make it seem.

Where to draw the line—that is
where the trouble starts, and that
is exactly where the situation
will be fought out—at the Special
Congress, unless one is very much
mistaken.

It is also worth considering
that the Ban’s demise is one thing
for the rarified atmosphere of
Congress where all the hierarchy
of the higher orders are gathered
together. To them, of course, it
matters no great amount: some
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find it little more than an exer-
cise in logic or metaphysics:
others see the practical side of it,
but for them it is, as the Presi-
dent said, of little real signific-
ance in action, implying only the
restatement and positive charac-
terisation of the spirit of the
G.A.A.’s national commitment.

But, to the man on the road,
and the man in the street, and the
lads in the fields, it is not re-
ceived nor it is understandeble
in that rarified atmosphere cf
summit consideration. To them
it is a modest, but significant mat-
ter of being able, now, to try out
a little Soccer at practice; to con-
sider whether they might not like
to have a go at a few friendly
Soccer (or Rugby) games to see
how the thing feels, and to see
whether it might not be worth
their while entering a team 1n
some local league to set the mat-
ter up in a more permanent man-
ner.

Straightaway, it will mean that
they can now indulge that curi-
osity to watch the nearest League
of Ireland team in action. No bad
thing, indeed, that such a frustra-
tion should have been relieved.
But, in general, it will place a
further area of choice open to
those who are already less than
committed to football or hurling.
The results are, to say the least,
open to considerable doubt. Even
if there is no falling off in appar-
ent participation in football and
hurling, there can hardly be an
increase in the standards of play.
Real dedication is required for
that. In hurling, in particular.
Can hurling survive, even, In such
a common market of sport ?

We shall not have too long to
await the answers to some of
these questions—trends will be
obvious almost immediately. But,
it must be remembered that noth-
ing can be done to reverse the
process if the decision 1s found
to be a bad one. Cagey Cork
wanted a period of trial, but they
did not get it.
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circumstances there was nothing
more to be said. The matter had
already been debated, at length,
the decision had already been
taken, and he proposed that the
removal of Rule 27 be formally
adopted, and then he had a pro-
posal of his own for safeguarding
the principles and property of
the Association which he would
like to put before Congress,

He asked that somebody pro-
pose the deletion of Rule 27.

The man who rose to do so was
Con Shortt, a school-teacher from
Crossmaglen in the County Ar-
magh, a man whose dedication to
the G.A.A, goes back, too, across
the long years, Tom Woulfe
seconded. There was a moment of
utter and complete silence. Then
Pat Fanning declared the motion
carried . . . and the Ban was gone.

While the rest of us sat a little
dazed, astounded that, after all
the years of acrimony and dissen-
tion, the end should come like
this, in complete silence, without
a single hand-clap or a murmur
of dissent. Antrim Chairman Jack
Rooney appeared on the rostrum,
briefly recorded that his home
county had declared for the Ban,
but assuring the delegates, the
Association and the President of
their full loyalty. The applause
that greeted his statement ob-
viously relieved the feelings of
every delegate in the Hall.

There was only one other
speaker. That great veteran, Lar
Brady from Laois, objected to
the procedure, but Lar was under
a misapprehension, for which he
subsequently and handsomely and
publicly apologised to Pat Fan-
ning. As pressure of space in the
newspapers was, presumably, the
reason why that apology did not
get the publicity it deserved, I am
glad of the opportunity of record-
ing that apology now. And full
credit to Lar Brady for it,

The President’s proposals for a
Committee to draw up a New
Charter for a Special Congress
were speedily approved, and we

moved on to what was thereafter
the routine work of the day.

It was of particular significance
that this, the most important Con-
gress the G.A.A. has ever held in
my lifetime, finished earlier than
any I can remember, This meant
that the Ban may have gone, but
the Association still goes march-
ing on,

The Belfast Congress is now
part of G.A.A. history, but, as
well as being remembered for

being the Congress at which the
Ban died, it will be recalled for
two other very good reasons as
well: the personal triumph in the
chair of President Pat Fanning,
and the magnificent arrangements
in every respect by the Antrim
Committee which, as well as
looking after the Congress pre-
parations to the last detail pro-
vided three memorable social
occasions for all who wished to
participate.
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PADDY MULLIGAN

WANTS 10

PLAY FOR GALWAY

OW that the Ban has gone,

Paddy Mulligan, Chelsea’s
Republic of Ireland fullback, tells
me that he would love to play
Gaelic football again.

And, perhaps surprisingly, for a
young man who was reared on the
north side of Dublin, the county
he would like to play for is Gal-
way, for which, incidentally, he
is gqualified.

But the chances of his appear-
ing for Galway this season must
be slim—for varilous reasons.

“The most important one 1is
that I am under contract to Chel-
sea’” — he told me — “and I
couldn’t very well run the risk of
injury during the close season.
Even if I did get permission from
Chelsea and I intend to look for
it, I imagine they would insist on
a very high insurance on me.”

Then there is the very obvious
fact that the vital stages of the
championship season here in Ire-
land clash with the start of the
soccer season in England.

“I don’t think it would be very
fair to turn out for a county In

the early games of the champion-
ship and perhaps deprive some
player of his place and then dis-
appear off at the most important
stage of the championships’—he
says— ‘And you have got to re-
member that the beginning of the
English soccer season 1s now at
the beginning of August.”

But even if he does not get the
chance to play inter-county foot-
ball this year, he hopes to turn
out regularly for Jimmy Magee’s
All-Stars in their Monday night
games.

“l have played in a few of
them and I enjoyed them thor-
oughly”’—he told me—“I think
Gaelic is a great game and I'm
quite at home when I play it.”

One of the most knowledge-
able of men on G.A.A. affairs—
he rings from London every Sun-
day night for the day’s results—
Mulligan believes that soccer
players could give a lot to Gaelic
football and perhaps help to turn
it into an even greater spectacle.

“Far too often in Gaelic foot-
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ball, even in All-Ireland finals,
possession is thrown away by an
aimless kick ahead or a kick into
touch.”

“Over the vears, teams like
Dublin, Down, Galway and Kerry
have shown what can be done 1n
Gaelic football and they are work-
ing on the right lines. But there
is still room for vast improve-
ment and I believe Gaelic could
learn a lot from soccer.”

Paddy hopes that Galway will
come out of Connacht this year.

“If they can beat Mayo, I'd tip
them to win the All-Ireland final.
From what I have seen of them,
Galway are improving all the
time and with a few changes, they
might just become the top team
of 1971.”

And his other teams for this
year’s All-Ireland semi-finals ?

“Kerry will have no trouble 1n
Munster and I fancy Derry to win
in Ulster’—he says—‘“and if they
continue to show their League
form, I have the feeling that
Dublin will win out in Leinster.”

------
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CAMOGIE

By AGNES HOURIGAN

NELL McCARTHY

The New President

ISS NELL McCARTHY, the
new President of the
Camogie Association, will find
nothing new in being chalirman
of a Camogie Council, as she was
until twelve months ago, the long-
serving chairman of the Dublin
Board.

Indeed, in an official capacity
she has served the game in Dub-
lin for many years, as she was the
first Secretary of Dublin’s Junior
Board, and then continued for a
further sizeable term as Chair-
man of the Senior Board.

But Nell McCarthy has been
all her life in the main-stream
of our native games in general
and of camogie in particular. She
is a native of Carrigtwohill,
where, naturally she first held a
camogie stick in her hand, and
was educated first at the local
National School in Carrigtwohill
and then at South Presentation,
Cork, now one of the great nur-
series of the game, but where,
peculiarly enough camogie was
not then played. While still a
voung girl she came to Dublin
to enter the Civil Service.

Her first venture into competi-
tive camogie was, aptly enough,
through the Gaelic League club,
Craobh an Cheitinnigh, and she
subsequently moved to Cuchul-
ainns before joining Celtic, a
club with which she played in
every grade, and has been asso-
ciated ever since, having down
the years held every office in that
great club at one time or another.

But when her playling days
were ended, Nell McCarthy was

not content to bid farewell to the
playing fields.

She kept actively coaching the
plavers who succeeded her, and
played no small part in making
Celtic one of the leading teams
not alone in Dublin but in Ire-
land. She also did sterling work
among the schools sides being
particularly closely assoclated at
one stage or another with Holy
Faith, Glesnevin, and the Irish
Sisters of Charity team from
George’s Hill.

It was but natural that she
moved up to coaching the Dublin
teams and the sides that Nell
MecCarthy turned out in the Dub-
lin tunies in the ’Fifties and ’Six-
ties had only one fault as far as
the rest of the country was con-
cerned, they were too successful.
The teams she trained won the
All-Ireland title year, after year,
after year.

Naturally, this unbroken run
of Dublin success led to a certain
loss of interest, but the sequel
was that Miss McCarthy’s coach-
ing talents were eventually recog-
nised by the other counties. She
was invited to take charge of the
first really open coaching course
organised by Ulster Council in
Orangefield in Belfast in the mid-
'Sixties and it 1s perhaps very
significant that it was when other
counties began to adopt the Mec-
Carthy coaching and training
methods that Dublin’s long sup-
remacy came fto an end at least
temporarily.

In recent years she has been
giving coaching courses further
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afield, notably in Kilkenny, where
again the result of her teachings
was quickly seen, and more re-
cently among the schools and
Colleges of the West, and of
course she is still in charge of the
Easter Coaching course run an-
nually by the Dublin Board at
Gormanston College.

Meanwhile, just to prove she
has not lost her personal touch
she trained the Dublin junior
side that won last year’s junior
title,

At other administrative levels,
Nell McCarthy has never spared
her time or energy, having been
for long spells the Dublin repre-
sentative on Leinster Council.

And yet she has managed to do
all those things in her spare
time for she is a busy State Ser-
vant during working hours, being
in recent years a Department of
Education representative first in
the College of Art and more re-
cently in the National Gallery.

But then, as I said at the start,
devotion to the native games 1s
part of Nell McCarthy’s heritage.
Her mother belonged to that
famed hurling family, the Ken-
nedy’s of Carrigtwohill, and it
was Nell McCarthy’s uncle,
Jimmy (“Major”’) Kennedy who
captained Cork to victory over
Dublin in the All-Ireland final of
1919, the first ever Cork win in
the red jerseys. And the tradi-
tion has been kept up in a later
generation, for Miss McCarthy’s
brother, Dan, played for Cork,
and another brother, Mick, for
Carrigtwohill.




cheaper
o because

Walpamur | .
3 paints| 1L'S faster

Cabaret.

A stylish cooker for the modern
home packed with the features
you need in your kitchen.
Extra-large eye-level grill,
designed for easy handling.
Burners on the oven sides
ensure an even spread of heat.
(An exclusive ‘Sealtite’ door so
that the heat stays where it’s
wanted.) Four big burners,

set fast and super-fast. Storage
compartment for your pots and
pans. See the Cabaret for
yourself at your local Kosangas
Dealer. And find out what it’s
like to cook in style.

4 X [EL] ik ir
I Iy ! I: i | { | I
) HAL | |
l."-.‘ | | | | I I ] i i il 1 |

.....-.__l_ N | I.'u.; oo il I
St s g T |

MONSELL MITCHELL

163'4 Pearse Street Cash price £64.03. (Two gas fills, hire charge on
Dubli]fl 2 cylinders and regulator included). Fasy terms available.

THE WALPAMUR CO. (IRELAND) LTD. Kﬂsangas

Cardiff Lane, Dublin 2

at home in a fast~-moving world
R T R R

WILSON HARTNELL




LINDA COLLINS VISITS MONSELL MITCHELL'S

BRIGHTEN UP
YOUR HOME'

ACH year as the days begin
to lengthen and the welcome
sunshine spotlights the damp
spots and cracks that we had for-
gotten about during the Winter
months, our thoughts turn to-
wards putting our home in proper
shape for the summer. If you
are a woman, this comes natur-
ally, for having been looking at
the cracked paint and peeling
wallpaper all winter you don’t
need any urging to set about
rectifying matters. If you are
the man of the house, sunshine
can mean anything from the need
to refresh yourself with long cool
drinks, the chance of playing
more golf, or the doubtful thrill
of watching another favourite
coming in second at the races. A
little gentle persuasion may be
necessary to turn your thoughts
to redecorating your home. Yet
it’s all so easy. Getting started
is the hardest part!

At Monsell Mitchell’s store 1n
Dublin’s Pearse Street, there is a
wide range of products specific-
ally designed to suit to-day’s
handyman or woman, Their spac-
ious wallpaper department which
is ideally laid out for ease 1n
choosing the right paper 1s one
of the features of this modern
and well run store. The range of
wallpapers available is the most
extensive in Dublin; there 1is

something suitable for every
taste and pocket.
The greatest chore that I

always found in wallpapering a
room was not the so necessary
one of scraping the old paper oft
the wall but brushing the paste
onto the paper. There was elther
too much or too little, you either

left it too long or not long
enough. But now Crown Wall-
papers have solved this problem
with the introduction of a new
range of ready-pasted vinyl paper.
All you have to do is simply tear
off the strip on the back of the
paper and your paper is ready
to go on the wall. If you can’t
call to Monsell Mitchell's we are
happy to tell you that Crown
have their own pattern books
available at all leading wallpaper
stockists throughout Ireland.

If you want to make your home
look more attractive, out of all
proportion to the amount you
wish to spend, a good coat of
paint is the answer. However no
paint can give a finish that will
both look well and wear well, un-
less the surface is thoroughly
cleaned and all cracks filled in.
For cleaning, it is always best to
use a proprietary brand of
cleaner, specially designed {for
the job, such as Crown Cleaning
and Degreasing Liquid. Having
begun with such a well known
name, widely respected for its
quality as Crown 1s, we recom-
mend that you continue with a
brand that has proved itself both
for inside and outside work.
Crown and its allied brand
Duradio, both marketed in Ireland
by Walpamur are on sale at Mon-
sell Mitchell’s and all leading
paint and decorating shops
throughout Ireland. Crown Plus
Two, the polyurethane non-drip
gloss paint has been described as
the paint of the seventies. With
twenty colours to choose from,
the do-it-yourself enthusiast has
a sufficiently wide range for all
his needs vet is not overwhelmed
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by a multiplicity of shades.

Crown Plus Two has a super
soft gel structure, making it
simple to put on an even paint
film. You can use Crown Plus
Two with confidence, it gives
long lasting protection inside or
outside and a deep, bright gloss
finish that lasts for years.

In the kitchen, when you have
it painted, papered and tiled, the
old cooker in the corner will

probably stick out like a sore
® OVERLEAF

There are always
bargains at
“Ireland’s leading home

decoration store”

@ Wallpapers

@ Paints

@ Sink Units

@ Bathroom Suites
@ Floorcovering
@ Floor Tiles

@ Wall Tiles

@ Venetian or
Roller Blinds

Super Sale from the
26 April to 14 May

MONSELL

MITCHELL

163-4 Pearse St.
Dublin 2

50 yards from Westland Row
Railway Station
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thumb. You have in all likeli-
hood never even noticed the exis-
tence of the cooker and now wish
you never had. If you are con-
sidering buying a cooker, bottled
gas is worth thinking about. In
its installation no structural al-
terations are necessary. Indepen-
dence of supply is guaranteed by
those handy Kosangas cylinders,
large or small, to suit your own
requirements.

The cookers themselves grow
more attractive with each passing
year. Fast burners, eye level
grills, large ovens, thermaostatic
control and automatic 1gnition
are all on offer in the Kosangas
range. Prices range from £51.77
to £119, complete with two cylin-
ders of gas. For the top price
you can be the proud owner of a
New World Rangette which has
a full size time-controlled oven,
automatic ignition, full width
storage compartment, warming
chamber, grill and four radoflex
burners. Your local Kosangas
dealer will be pleased to give you
a demonstration of the cooker of
your choice.

Hot running water 1s now con-
sidered an essential feature of
the modern home and quite
rightly so. The E.S.B. does a
good package job on the installa-
tion of iImmersion heaters and
yvou have their guarantee that the
work of installation is properly
carried out.

”IF I were to devote all my spare time
for the rest of my life to the work of

the G.A.A., I still could not repay the
Association for what it has given to me.”

* * *

I ENJOYED my trip to the States,
certainly, and I was thrilled by the
hor.curs which have come my way In
refereeing nearly every big game the
Assoziation had to offer me. I enjoyed
also my short and quite undistinguished
playing career; and while sometimes it is
embarrassing to be so well-known in
so many places I must say it is nice when
ones efforts are acknowledged.
“But, really, you kriow that is the least of
it 1 have made the most wonderful
friendships through the GA.A. and that
is one of the most important things of all.

* x *

“LET me tell you that when [ was a

small boy, and when visitors came
to this house I used to run away and hide.
I was that shy and hopeless with people.
And I assure you that it was by
involving myself with the games and the
people who organise and play them that
I was able to overcome that shyness and
able to develop myself somehow. I
could not have done it otherwise, 1
think.”

* % =

@ Extracts from Séamus O Braondin’s inter-

view with  well-known  referee  John
Moloney, which appeared in Our Games '71.

]
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Another Waterford
success

HE Munster Chipboard Co. |
Ltd., which was established |
as recently as 1962, on a forty
aere site at Tycor, on the out-
skirts of Waterford city, has been
a story of complete success from
the word go. In selecting their
location for their factory the
Company’s Directors were Very
strongly influenced by the neces-
sity of adequate supplies of raw
materials—hence their decision
to establish their factory in
Waterford, a county which en-
compasses one of the heaviest af-
forested areas in Ireland, other
influencing factors were the
proximity of a first class port
with frequent sailings to Britain
and the Continent and the avail-
ability of skilled workers.
A recent introduction by Mun-

e i r he m | .
Ezerncggigﬂ%{?vggatn epr.uilgggf ;11?3 @ At Lenehan’s recent “Field Day”, held at the Phoenix Park race-
thI‘E{: ngnﬂitlili'tile story has %EEH one course, the company displayed a comprehensive range of grass and
of 1mmedlate SUCCESS. ovopan . 3 A . .
boards are ide;I for use in I:;he turf maintenance equipment. Pictured during the demonstration were
bll_ill_dil’lg fiiﬂdllﬁtf&’ for Pﬂl‘titiﬁljﬂﬁa (left to right): Capt. D. D. O Connell, Secretary, Killarney Golf
ceilings, floors, doors, as well as , _ :

in theg furniture industry where Club; J. A. Lenehan, Managing Director Lenehan’s, and F. Lumley,
freedom from warp, and dimen- Lenehan's, Capel Street, Dublin.

sional stability are of paramount

importance.

truhourd

PBOARD
AT ALL LEVELS

Eruhnard (first chipboard to receive the BSI kitemark) is suitable for flooring, roofing,
oors and wall panels, partitions and built-in furniture. It is rigid, rot resistant
and free of grain pattern.

The fine truboard surface is pre-sanded to provide a true base for all paints and

finishes.

QUALITY CHIPBOARD

For full information and samples phone or write to.—

MUNSTER CHIPBOARD CO LTD
WATERFORD TEL: 5454/7
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® SEAN O’NEILL

. . . recently appointed to the
Special Committee which will
draft a new charter for Cum-
ann Lithchleas Gael. The
Down Star is also a member
of the Policy Committee.

FOILSEACHAIN NUA

LA DAR SAOQOL

SEAN 6 CRIOMHTHAINN
Caipeis shoisialta ina rian-

ditear meath agus tréigean

an Bhlascaoid agus an saol

nua ar an mintir ina dhiadh
sin. 523p

AN DRUMA MOR
SEOSAMH MAC GRIANNA

Leirit ar choimhlint idir
filitintacht agus saoltacht an
duine i Rosa Thir Chonaill
Banna ceoll ina shiombal
dtchais. 80p

MISE (eagran nua)
COLM 0 GAORA

Insint fhirinneach ar
chruatan an tsaoil agus ar an
ngreann a bhain leis an saol
sin ag muinteoir taistil do
Chonradh na Gaeilge a
rugadh 1 Ros Muc Chona-
mara i 1887, déag i 1954,
agus a dhein cion fir i
gCogadh na Saoirse.

623p
FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
AN STUARA,

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 1

'h.

look to
for the debonair look

0
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s all happelung

ECENTLY I had the pleasure

to attend a preview of the
Dubtex range of clothes which
will be selling to us en masse
in a few weeks’ time. The Dub-
tex range is most comprehensive
and sells as readily in London
and the capitals of Europe as it
does at home. Dubtex garments
are completely accepted by those
in the know as the cream of to-
day’s men’s fashions—and guess
what ? They’re keenly priced,
very wearable and In spite of
their international appeal there
is still an aura of Irishness about
them, which is not surprising
when you consider that they're
designed and completely manu-
factured at the two Irish-based
Dubtex plants—one in Dublin
and one at Ballymahon in Long-
ford where a super-modern fac-
tory came into operation last
year,

Maybe we shouldn’t be talking
of overcoats this time of year—
but since it was the overcoats
which made the most impression
during our look-in at Dubtex,
let’s mention them anyway. The
coats I liked were rather long—
about four inches below the knee
or maybe a little less—and fitted.
They were shaped to fit the
ficure, some closely, others just
semi-fitted. The fabrics ranged
from the sort of cloths we’re all
used to, right through to rather
novel tapestry tweeds. What's a
tapestry tweed you ask, and that’s
a good question. Tapestry tweed
is a cloth which looks quite like

By Johnny Culhain

woven tapestry—as embréidered
on your grandmother’s chair cus-
hions. You don’t see yourself
wearing that ? To which I reply,
give them a chance, boys. These
are coats which will surely raise
masculine interest.

" The secret is in the stylistic
formula—and Dubtex have neatly
caught that blend of conserva-
tism/plus/interest which in the
humble opinion of yours truly is
designed to hit to-day’s Irishman
in the solar plexus.

John White is the man whose
marketing technigques have made
Dubtex a familiar name in most
of the high-class stores of Britain
and Europe. He has a comfort-
ably reassuring approach: he
dresses rather quietly himselt
and one gains the impression that
he'd be a good man to take advice
from, on the subject of clothing.
Dubtex aren’t interested in twist-
ing people’s arms into buying
what they think they ought to
wear. They strive to give the
public what it wants and John
White can talk perceptively and
with humour about the different
aspects of the market. He feels
it’s a great thing that youngsters
have the money and the self-
confidence to demand the type of
clothing they now like to wear.
He feels it’s a healthy sign that
women are taking more interest
in how men dress—whether
they’'re middle-aged wives or
teenage girl friends. His motto
for the man who wants something
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man /!

a bit different but not too dif-
ferent from what he’s always
worn is, ‘Encourage him’.

Dubtex have to anticipate a
year in advance what we’re go-
ing to feel like wearing and here
John White assures us that we’ll
all be wanting more casuals, more
variety of colour and materials
in slacks and suits, wider variety
of styling, lots of blazer-type
jackets—and, of course, figured
overcoats.

A point of purely practical 1n-
terest is worth mentioning: the
new man-made fibres of which
many of our clothes are now
made have the definite advantage
of keeping their sharp tailored
outlines and not wrinkling easily
in wear. They can now press the
crease into Dubtex pants so that
it won’'t come out even if you
wade waist-high through the
river Shannon. Many lightweight
slacks can be rinsed out at home
as easily as one rinses out a
shirt. Which may explain why
those colours like pale blue,
cream and beige are now begin-
ning to appeal even to respon-
sible citizens of votiing age.

Personally I've got my eye on
a pair of slacks in a subtle mauve-
beige colour—tapue, they call it.
Topped off with a rich burgundy
blazer, I'll stroll, so casually,
along Tramore’s promenade and
believe you me—I won’t be walk-
ing alone, not for long anyway !
As the Granny used to say:
“Some fellas have it, etc., ete.”




J. J. Jennings

By ALLEYMAN

SPENT an absorbing afternoon
recently with two Sligomen,
who are unmistakenly imbued
with a refreshing commitment to
the G.A.A. and national idealism.

Their names, J. J. Jennings
and Liam Marren, are housesold
names 1In the phraseology of
handball, to which they have
given undivided loyalty over a
long span of years.

Both are happiest when making
their contribution in anonyvmous
fashion, but, as is Inevitable in
all such cases, they have been
baited to the echelon of top ad-
ministration.

Only recently, Jennings was
elected as President of the Irish
Handball Council and Chairman
of the new Croke Park Court
Committee, while Marren was
appointed as secretary of the
latter body.

It is to the credit of hand-
ballers that they had the per-
suasion to coax both into these
positions, for, I have not the
slightest doubt that, under their

SLIGOMEN
AT
THE HELM

stewardship the already steady
progress of this great handball
game will gather further momen-
tum. The Jennings-Marren part-
nership is on the move.

They are agreed that handball
will flourish if there is a renewed
effort to provide first-class play-
ing facilities, a deeper insight by
all and sundry into the benefits
of promoting the game amongst
youth and a recognition that the
promotion of the game amongst
ladies is a priority.

Jennings is adamant that, if
his three-year term of office
vielded nothing but a playing
court in every major park 1In
Ireland, he would be quite happy.

And unless my calculations are
completely askew, he will find no
obstacle too great in pursult of
that objective.

For the six-foot-six Dublin
builder believes in the maxim of
action first and talk afterwards.

I consider him a legend in his
own time and, indeed, it would
be tragic to let the opportunity
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pass without digging up a frac-
tion of his past history. An ac-
quaintance of mine can vividly
recollect his massive frame
careering goalwards, toe-to-hand,
jinking his way past successive
tackles on the playing fields of
Sligo some forty years ago.

As a hurler, he was equally
agile, recognised for his raking
clearances from the fringe of the
square. Then again, a handballing
blood has coursed his veins since
the earliest years.

He has played in many a
thriller and, indeed, even today,
despite the many calls on his
time, finds the opportunity to
engage in a spot of training every
week.

In 1938, he had the unique
distinction of playing in the all-
England Handball Championship
when he was narrowly beaten by
Joe Hassett.

This event has long since be-
come dormant, but do not be sur-
prised if, in the immediate
future, the new President will
attempt to have it revived.

Description fails me when 1
attempt to channel the sporting
exploits of Jennings in the 1930-
40 era.

I could easily settle for a pack-
age deal in describing him as an
all-rounder in most athletic
spheres.  Supreme in football,
hurling, handball, the list is
lengthened when, in passing, I
mention that he also won titles
at the highest levels in boxing,
swimming, diving, long and short
distance running and cyeling.

There was an historie day in
Birmingham in the summer of
1936 when Jennings came to an
athletic meeting and won the 220,
440 and 880 yards. He then tied
for first place in the 100 yards,
which was rerun, but again
falled to yield a winner and, for

® TO PAGE 52
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In the background is his team-mate, Donal Clifford,
The action is ;

@ Full back Pat McDonnell dashes out to clear for Cork.
also with helmet, and the Wexford players are : Tony Doran (left) and Martin Quigley (right).

from last year's All-Ireland Final. In this month’s Top Ien ratings Pat McDonnell comes in as joint-leader

in hurling.

wummwm\\ﬁ review — which was from Sun- 9—P.McDonnell ............ (Cork)
\ day, March 22 to Sunday, April  §_J. 0’Donnell ........ (Limerick)
% 18, inclusive. 8§—F. Larkin ............ {(Kilkenny) |
‘ \ But then, the football pro- g8_J. J. Healion ..... “H— (Offaly)
% \ gramme was relatively light since v M. Bermingham ...... (Dublin)
§ \ wlg-Matel. v—G. McCarthy ............. (Cork) |
ﬁ § The highlights on the hurling '
\ § fields were provided by Limerick, |
§ % C-_::rk, Tipperary and Offaly. It is FO OTB ALL
| | mectobedble o rocod iatihe o g Nnd o Ol
\ : . : 9—M. Kearins ......cc.ccce... (Sligo)
\ — if only temporarily. 8—J. Morley .............. .. (Mayo)
§ 8—D. Earley ........ (Roscommon)
M 8—P. Gallagher ............ (Louth)
i\\ \\\\\\\\ﬁ\\ HURLING 7—M. Niblock ..... A (Derry)
9—C. Campbell ........ (Limerick) 7—L.Toal ........ccoevvnvne, (Louth)
HERE was a good deal more 9—R.Cummins .............. (Cork) 7—P.Brennan ............ ... (Sligo)
quality in hurling than in  9—M. Roche ......... (Tipperary) 6—A.McCabe ............... (Cavan)
football during the period under 9—M. Keating ........ (Tipperary) 6—G.McCann ............ (Antrim)
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JUNIOR

DESK

A forum for

the

young reader

DEVISED AND WRITTEN

By JACK MAHON

OU wouldn’t believe 1t, but

Junior Desk is a year old
this month. It was born in May,
1970. We have had 24 cut-outs
since then. Wish we had four
every month instead of two. We
had four competitions during the
year, interviews with Mick O’Con-
nell and wee Charlie or Charlie
boy McCarthy and Junior Desk
made many friends. But better
days ahead.

Next month we present an-
other bumper competition. Full
details next month and plenty of
prizes. Now to our cut-outs. Wee
Andy McCallin of Antrim 1is In
the best tradition of Antrim’s
dual performers before him—the
modern Kevin Armstrong. It 1s
great to see Antrim football on
the way back. Greater still that,
in the adverse conditions that
prevail in Belfast and elsewhere
in our sundered six counties,
enthusiasm and inspiration will
out. On March 17 T was thrilled
with Andy McCallin’s display.

How he capitalised on Noel Col-
leran’s miskick. The pass to
Sean O’Neill, the taking of the
return pass and the goal so ex-
pertly taken. His jinking, swerv-
ing run past John Morley in the
second half of that game also
merits mention. A most excit-
ing newcomer to the Croke Park
scene.

Leinster’s greatest hurling star
that day was midfielder Frank
Cummins. His two left-handed
long-range points from play were
gems. So strong and fair. An-
other Paddy Moran. Wasn’t the
Railway Cup football final a won-
derful game ?

The following Sunday 1 travel-
led to Thurles to see Cork beat
Tipperary in the hurling league
—another fantastic game. It was
my pleasure to have a long chat
with Jimmy Doyle after the
game. Jimmy lives just beside
Thurles sportsfield, now named
Semple Stadium, after the great
Thurles man, Tom Semple. It
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Andy McCallin

was nice to see former stars
Tommy Doyle, Mickey Byrne and
Donie Nealon coach their own
under-21 teams in a Tipperary
club championship game before
the big one.

I met “The Singing Priest”,
Fr. Michael Cleary, at the game
also and he really enjoyed 1t. Fr.
Cleary played football for Dub-
lin when he was a clerical
student and is still pretty handy
when playing with Jimmy
Magee’s All-Star outfit for charit-
able purposes up and down the
country every summer.

Fr. Cleary is a great character
and the amount of good work he
does is not realised by young or
old. How about having an inter-
view with Fr. Cleary for Junior
Desk ? Now isn’t that a swell
idea ?

On your behalf I'm accepting
birthday greetings on behalf of
Junior Desk. Our first birthday.
May we have many more.

® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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From the Maillbag
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Agnes Brogan, Ballyknock, Bo-
feenann, Ballina, Co. Mayo:
“Gaelic Sport has 1improved
greatly since Junior Desk ap-
peared. The young were being
neglected. Your section is one of
the most 1nteresting when
players like Willie McGee. Mick
O’Connell and Charlie McCarthy
read it. Did Willie send in the
message yet? John Morley,
Jimmy Duggan and Mickey
Kearins are great Connacht
players. I hope to see my picture
in Gaelic Sport in the mnear
future.”

® How could we leave out such
a nice photograph of Agnes. No,
Willie McGee has not sent in a mes-
sage vyet. But don't expect too
much, Agnes. Irish footballers are
naturally shy and don’t ever want to
appear as if they seek publicity. So
it is hardly fair to expect plavers

fo write into us off their own bat.

But don't be surprised that all the
stars read Junior Desk. Of course
they like ro be mentioned. How
could they ignore voung Irish
enthusiasts like yourself ? (J.M.)

Padhraig Mannion. Curra-
maelgh, Toomara. Ballinasloe,
Co. Galway: “My favourite foot-
ballers are Billy .Jovce, Jimmyv
Duggan and Sean O’Neill. I think
the colourful front page of Gaelic
Sport is very good. The interview
with Charlie McCarthy was great.
May we have more like them.
Please publish my name.”

® Sure. Padraic. So many
people (older people) dow't like
siening their names to letters that
if 15 nice to see voung lads like your-
self wantine to see your letter and
name published. T met Charlie
McCarthy in Thurles after the epic
league game in which thev heat Tip-
perary and he was deliehted with
the inferview himself. Tony Maher
and himself were strolline to their
hotel after the eome when I chanced
to meet them (I.M.).

Anthony Clancv, Knockroe.
Ennrstyn}un, Co. Clare: “This is
my hurling team of the ’Sixtjes.
Please print it: 0. Walsh (Kil-
kenny): John Doyle (Tipoperary),
P Dillon (Kilkennv), J. Treacy
(Kilkennv); S. Cleere (Kil-
kenny), T. Wall (Tipperarv), D.
Quigley (Wexford); J. McCarthy

{Cork), J. Connolly (Galway); E.
Keher (Kilkenny), Jimmy Doyle
(Tipperary), Pat Cronin (Clare);
C. McCarthy (Cork), L. Devanney
(Tipperary), P. Molloy (Offaly).

@ ! can’t say I agree with all your
choices, Anthony. Still it is a great
team and would be very hard to
beat. Glad vou included Pat Molloy
of Offaly (I.M.)

Timothy Fitzgibbon, Aisling,

Dromdiah, Killeagh, Co. Cork:
“I enjoy Junior Desk very much.
I was at Croke Park three times
—Iin 1966, 69 and ’70. I might
g0 agaln this year. My favourite
hurlers are Charlie and Gerald
McCarthy, Tomas Ryan and
Mick Roche. Mick O’Connell and
D. J. Crowley are my favourite
footballers. I wish you would
print my letter in Junior Desk.”

@ You'll be glad to know,
Timothy, that one of vour heroes,
D. J. Crowlev is, like vourself an
avid reader of ‘Junior Desk’. I met
himself and his charming bride from
Rathmore, while they were on their
honeymoon and Din Joe was anxi-
ous to know all anbout ‘Junior Desk’.
On behalf of all yvou ‘Junior Desk’
fans we wish D.J. and his wife
every happiness and good luck in
their married life. We hope they
had a grear time in San Francisco.
We will feature Din Joe in a future
issue—Mick Roche too (J.M.).

Mary Brogan, Bofeenann, Bal-
lina, would like to see a young-
ster’s G.A.A. magazine published
at Jeast once a year. Mary plays
camogie at school in Crossmolina
and would like to see cut-outs of
John Morley, Johnny Carey and
Tom Fitzgerald. Mary 1s a sister
of Anne and Agnes, has two other
sisters and two younger brothers,
all loyal Mayo fans.

Liam Jones, Derryoran. Mount-
shannon, Co. Clare. feels that I
should ask Junior Desk readers
to interview myself. He liked the
quiz in “Our Games” and the
Junior Desk interviews of Mick
O’Connell and Charlie McCarthy.
He suggests we interview Paddy
Barry. Ollie Walsh, Eddie Keher.
Dan Quigley, D. .JJ. Crowley and
Cyril Dunne. “Give us four cut-
outs instead eof two,” said Liam.
His Roailway Cup stars this vear
were Sean O’Neill, Dermot Ear-
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Agnes Brogan, aged 11 years, from

County Mayo, whose letter to Jack

Mahon opens this month's Mailbag.

And her picture is worth publishing
too !

ley, Frank Cummins and Mick
Roche.

Bernard Fitzpatrick, Tullassa,
Inch, Ennis, Co. Clare : “I enjoy
Junior Desk. My favourite teams
are Wexford (hurling) and
Kerry (football). My favourite
footballers are Sean O’Neill,
Mick O'Dwyer, Jimmy Duggan
and Pat Reynolds. My favourite
hurlers are Paschal O’Brien, Tom
Ryan, Dan Quigley and Pat Har-
tigan. I play with the Kilnamona
under-15 hurling team and I sug-
gest yvour next interview be with
John Quigley.”

@ ! share vour admiration for
John Quigley, though I noticed on
March 17 that he has put on a lot
of weight over the winter (J.M.).

Declan Molan, 57 Lower Cork
Street, Mitchelstown: “I am eight
years old and in third eclass. I
play football every Saturday in
the Park with about 10 other
boys. My Daddy referees the
match. I have been to two All-
Ireland football finals. Mick
O’Dwyer 1s my favourlte foot-
baller and is also my best friend.
I met Mick O’Connell and Mick
O’Dwyer when they were playing
in Kilkenny and was glad they
won. I like watching Kerry play-
ing but T must play for Cork be-
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cause I am a Corkman.”

@ Now Declan, that is the nicest
jetter I've received for months. But
don’'t be ashamed of Cork’s foot-
ballers. Some of the best players I
met in my own day were Corkmen
— _Neally Duggan, Toots Kelleher,
Eric Ryan, Niall Fitzgerald, Paddy
Driscoll, Dan Murray. By all
means, admire Kerry. But be proud
of Cork. Rebel Cork (I.M.).

Padraic Mac Donnchu, Cearn
Moér, Oranmér, Co. na Gaillimhe:
“Tgithnionn do choliin ‘Deasc
Shoisearach’ go maith liom.
Bhéinn broduil da bhfeicfinn pic-
tiir Phadraic O Fathaigh ann.
Imrionn PAadraic le folireann
Cearn Mo6r agus is deacair € a
shara.”

® Aontuim leat a Phddraic.
Togha imrear Pddraic O Fathaigh.
(S.0M.)

Kevin Gallen, Hazelwood,

Lough Gill, Slige : “Junior Desk
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The Lynch brothers

of Kerry f{)rbaH fame . .

JUNIOR DESK

is getting better. Give us four
cut-outs every month instead of
two. I would 1like you to inter-
view Colm McAlarney.”

@ /'d love to give four cut-outs
every month. You're the second
reader to ask for an increased num-
her of cut-outs this month. The
Editor tells me we will have to stick

with two for the time being (J.M.).

Brendan Corrigan, Gaigue, Bal-
linamuck, Co. Longford, -thinks
Jack Donnelly is the best foot-
baller in Ireland. Perhaps
readers would like to write and
select Ireland’s greatest mid-
fielder of the moment. Just think
of them all—Colm McAlarney,
Ray Carolan, Mick O’Connell,
Jimmy Duggan, Dermot Earley,
Jack Donnelly, Willie Bryan . . .
How about 1t ?

READER’ INTERVIEW

We received quite a number of

guestions from readers and the

. Brendan (left) and Pau, spe.ﬂfah’y phmﬂgmﬁhed for Junior Desk

in their U.C.C. jerseys.
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RGN G E BRI R BRI
popular choice for interview 1is
the Galway football midfielder,
Jimmy Duggan. This creates no
difficulty and in next month’s
issue (June) we will present
“Jimmy Duggan interviewed by
Junior Desk readers”.

There were some questions for
Colm McAlarney (weren’t those
two goals of his great on Rall-
way Cup final day ?) and for Ray
Cummins. The best questions
came from Dolores Houlihan,
Peter Long, Sean Piggott, Sean
McMahon, Joseph Woods, Padraic
Mannion and Kevin Gallen.

So get next month’s copy for
the Jimmy Duggan interview.

OTHER LETTERS

A very good letter from “Ciar-
rai”’, Fionn Radharc, Dublin,
suggests that “Gaelic Sport” 1n-
troduce a good G.A.A. Question
Box. He asks “Gaelic Sport” also
@ TO PAGE 48




"RSU0E TRANE RONEE AURMN DUURY TUAEN UERT ANREE Sudse ARQAR REARE AL T1 JETE SRERE INRY WUREY AUUSS RUURS SAUAS ERRAR ARRUE LARM CRLETE RNREY TRRAT RNARN AET4RNS NUTE NAASE AUASS SURSY SUUNS NUUGY ANENE SUNCE ANO RUNCY RRUEE RUSHW AUUEY NURIS BUNRE RUATYE PURAN NRURE RWCRY SO0

JUNIOR DESK : JUNIOR DESK

WET BTV BRNIN ANUER RGNS RENH NINSS RUTSS SUAGH SUUAS SRUPS AURAE AURAT NUAN RUNEY SUUPS SUEEN SUNAY-ARUDY NOUOR RUCNN NUDNY DONGE RRU0S QRUAR RY

| J UNIOR DESK ::

T T e TR TICIE TRCIT TUAES TTIIS TVTRG TTURE SRCCL CLIYC AT0E JURST YCACT UCHE RUIE RECSIUES SURS AT AASRL AU RRL AL

® FROM PAGE 47

to get a star player to write every
manth—a Mick O’Connell column
or a Sean O’Neill column. He
praised our interview with Mmk
O’Connell, calling it *“a gem’.

Other thmgs he suggests are a

“Where are they now series”’, a
coaching column and a referee’s
column.

Sean McMahon, Clonosey, Bel-
turbet, Co. Cavan, 1s delighted
with Junior Desk, loved the inter-
views with M. O’Connell and C.
McCarthy, aamires Sean O’Neill
and Ray Carolan greatly, thinks
G.A.A. players should always be
numbered properly according to
the programme, wants more com-
petitions and has a great ambi-
tion to become a sports commen-
tator.

Another anonymous reader
asked us to give a list of G.A.A.
publications including the Ros-
common and Mavo G.A.A. Year
Books. He wants the price and
postage of each book and where
it can be purchased. In the April
issue we gave a list of G.A.A.
publications still available, the
price and the name of the pub-
lisher in each case, Add on 10p
for postage.

This month we present the list
again with a few additions. If
there are any other G.A.A. pub-
lications available that I have
not mentioned please let me have
the details and I will 1nclude
them in the list. It strikes me
Tipperary brought out a G.A.A.
Yearbook recently but I haven’t
.1‘,’:_'3-%“ one. So here is the current
ist :

“1The Football Immortals”, by
Raymond Smith (8/6 or 4221} ).
(Publishers: Bruce Spicer Lid.,
50 Molesworth St., Dublm)
“I'werve Glorious Years by J.
Mahon (6/- or SU];J). ( Pub-
nsher: J. Mahon, 2y Oaklands,
saithill, Galway).

“Gaels in the sSun”, by Peter

McDermott (15/-or 75p). (Pub-
lisher: P. McDermott, G.A.A,,
Navan, Co. Meath).
Lﬂachmg Gaelic Football for
Champions”’, by Joe Lennon
(10/- or *:iUp}. (Publisher: J.
Lennon, Gormanstown, Co.
Meath).

“Our Games Annual, 19717 —
Official Year Book of the
G AA. (B87- or 30p). (Pub-
lisher: G.A.A., Péaire an Chro-
caigh, Baile Atha Cliath).

“Three-in-a-Row”’, by J. Mahon
(2/6 or 12ip). (Publisher: J.
Mahon, 29 OQaklands, Salthill,
Galway).

“Fitness for Gaelic Football”, by
Joe Lennon (8/6 or 42:3p).
(Publisher : Society of St. Paul
Athlone, Co. Westmeath).

“The Hurling Immortals”, by
Raymond Smith (8/6 or 423p).
( Publisher : Bruce Spicer Ltd.,
30 Molesworth St., Dublin).

“Roscommon G.A.A. Yearbook,
1970 (6/- or 30p). (Editor M.
O’Callaghan, Roscommon
Herald, Boyle, Co. Roscom-
mon).

“Mayvo G.A.A. Yearbook, 1970”
(6/- or 30p). (Brian McDonald,
G.A.A., Castlebar, Co. Mayo).

“Peil” (5/- or 25p post free from
An Runai, G.A.A., Pairc an
Chroceaigh, Ath Cliath 3).

),

A GROWING BUSINESS

sonS

GRASS and CLOVER SEEDS

Alex Dickson & Sons, 47 Clarendon Street, Dublin 2.
Telephnne : Dublin 781077, 781248.

Telegrams : Hawlmark.
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CLUB LIBRARIES
Every club library should have
coples of all available G.A.A.
publications. I say this even
chough two of the above publica-
tions are my own. One of them,
“Three-in-a-Row”, is practically

sold out.
CAMOGIE

It 1s not too late to say con-
gratulations to the giris respon-
sible tor proaucing tne magazine,
“Camogie”’. 1 wisn them every
success. Anybody Iinterested 1n
the game should make sure to
nave a copy.

“SCOR 170”

The “Scor 0 (G.A.A. Talent
Competition finals) in the R.D.S.
Auditorium, Ballsbridge, was a
wonderful occasion—a real lrish
night. there were many impres-
sive performances but the vie-
torious voung ballad group from
Mitchelstown, €Co. CoOrk were
positively the best entertainers
present. A great and lovely group
of schoolgirls.

At the “Scor 707, Junior Desk
received many plaudits. Séamus
O Riawn, our last G.A.A. Presi-
dent, called me aside to ofter
congratulations and to wish us
good luck.

Everybody 1s taking notice of -
us now. Still it is nice to get the
word of encouragement, to know
we are being read and that our
views are listened to . It 1s not
out of place to say ‘‘go raibh
maith agat” to fellow columnist
Sean O Dunagain, the first
columnist to pay us a tribute.

I'm sure yvou noticed we made
the cover last month—not the
full cover. Perhaps we will get
the whole cover to ourselves yet.
Still the editor is good to us. Next
month we introduce four cut-outs
for the first time. We will have
the Jimmy Duggan interview and
yes the competition with Bumper
prizes. If you have anything to
write about please do to:

JUNIOR DESK,
Gaelic Sport,
80, Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.
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This s Mayo's
Willie McGee {No.
14), seen in action
in last vear's
League final against
Down, and speci-
ally printed here
for Agnes Brogan
(see page 46).
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Cabhraigh le h-Athbheochan na Teangan tré chlaru sa Chlub Leabhar

6 LEABHAR
| AR £5.00

AN CLUB LEABHAR

1. GEARCHEIM IN EIRINN DICK WALSH

2. AN PIARSACH: DEARCADH EILE  FRANK O’'BRIEN

3. PONC AN tATH PADRAIG O FIANNACHTA
4. MUINTIR DIARMUID O SUILLEABHAIN

5. SWEENEY AGUS SCEALTA EILE DONALL MAC AMHLAIDH

6. AN MAIDINEACH LEON O BROIN

Smaoinigh “Tir gan Teanga Tir gan Anam’.

| Gach eolas 0:

AN CLUB LEABHAR

37 Sr. na bhFinini, Baile Atha Cliath 2. Foén 60241

MOUNT SACKVILLE CONVENT, CHAPELIZOD.

Phone or write for folder showing range of designs available to—

CEDARLAN Ltd.

MONAHAN ROAD, CORK. Telephone 25004
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10.
11,

12.
14.
16.
18.
20.
22.
23.
24.

27
28.

CLUES ACROSS:

Well-known Tipperary forward recently
somewhat out of favour (1, 7).

(And 27 Across.) Ann, indeed, would
make a dashing (occasional) defender In
football for Cork (3, 0).

Con on verge of sin to produce a drawn
result (4, 7). '

Taking away the first part of extra pay-
ment for excellence leaves only a burden
(4).

Midfielder (sometimes forward) for Cork
in the 1950s at football (1, 4).

Kerry centre-forward when winning the
1962 All-Ireland. Initials (1, 1).

Longford midfielder turns to find this

slippery customer (3).
The Darry Gribben who won a Railway

Cup medal in 1956.

A journey up a mountain might be good
for training (1, 5).

Leitrim forward and Connacht inter-
provincial (1, 9).

Norman—a Dublin stalwart, and later a
New York player (9).

Down full-back of the early sixties faces
the wrong way (3).

Process by which jerseys are coloured ?
(3).

Famous Dublin club named after the
city’s patron saint (7).

(See 6 Across).

The colour of the broad hoop on the
Derry jersey (3).

CLUES DOWN:

Kerry half-back star now in charge of
Trinity’s football club (o, 6).

Men stay freely pardoned as a result of
such a happening (7).

The narrowest of margins when a wide
is kicked (6).

No. 60 By PERMUTER
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i
5. Kerry All-Irelander, son of internation-
ally famous writer (5, 7).
6. Mayo-born centre-field for Louth in their
winning year of 1957 (3, 6).
8 Occasional Mayo forward of a few years
ago who szems to like Ban (7).
13. Half-back or midfielder in Mayo’s great
taam of the early fifties. Initials (1, 1).
15 A star who had lost his sparkle (6).
17. To untie players seems rather to bring
them together (95).
18. Kind of game you play signalled by
Morse (4).
19 On and on, but a rather early time fto
arrange a game (4).
91 To remove the pressure, thus, often al-
lows opponents to recover (4).
25 What Nozl is, at heart (2).
96. Full-back for Kerry in 19595. Initials
(1. 1)

SOLUTION : PAGE 52
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® FROM PAGE 42

good measure, he annexed the
two-mile cyeling event also.

There’s a twinkle in his eye
when he recalls some of the
clashes he had, both on the play-
ing field and in the administra-
tion room, with his Dublin busi-
ness colleague, Matt Gallagher,
who was an outstanding foot-
baller himself and, for many
years, was Chairman of the Eire

Og club in Birmingham.

Jennings, at that stage, was In
charge of the Innisfail side, but
when thz two teams clashed in
an important tie, a serious doubt
arose as to the eligibility of a
couple of players on the Innisfail
side. Matt duly raised an objec-
tion. but Jennings had it quashed
on a technicality.

However, J.J., as he is famil-
jarly referred to, freely admits
that the rule book saved him,
though Matt Gallagher accepted
the decision in the sporting
fashion that is his norm. Outside
of the sporting sphere, Jennings
also became famous as a singer,
and nowadays whiles away his
leisure hours by playing his
guitar.

He is a woodcarver of no mean
repute and, as an aside, it 1s no
harm to mention that he designs
the magnificent houses which
have made him one of the most
successful builders in the coun-
try. Jennings is one of a family
of twelve, and also has twelve
children himself.

The varied pursuits of this
famed President leave little space
for a few comments on Marren,
who has also been to the lime-
light in many spheres.

In the field of drama, his name
has appeared regularly in banner
headlines on the major stages of
ireland.

Indeed, those conversant with
the art are convinced that he
could have emerged as one of our
greatest actors had he so chose.

For good measure, he has
guarded the Sligo net for a num-
ber of vears and has also been
called upon for inter-provinecial
duty with Connacht.

Like Jennings, he is a member
of the successful Na Fianna Club
and is at present displaying his
football talents, either as a high
fielding full back or a sweeping
centre forward.

I met these two Knights of

Gaeldom in Jenning’s office at
Dundrum and, as I pulled away
from his site. which he calls
Knocknashee, the following
words of his most recent poetic
composition, which he calls “Ar
Teanga Binn”, exemplified to me
the real fibre of these men.

That we the children of a
mighty race

Allow our language to decay
for good,

The secret of our glorious past,

The flesh and blood of nation-

hood.

Ireland’s sons their blood have
shed,

Our wmartyred wmen are long
since dead.

They died that Ireland mnot
merely free might be—but

Gaelic too.
Then why do we stand idly by

And watch our language fade
and die.

0! Would that we in bondage
still were in

And crushed by Saxon tyranny.
Or sold by traitors from
within,
Than 1t should fade — Ar
Teanga Binn.
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Dublin 9.
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RTE Television’s outside broadcast cameras
put you where the action is. Bring the thrills and
spectacle of Ireland’s great games into exciting
close-up. Give you a sideline view from the comfort
of your armchair.

Regular RTE Television sports programmes
give up-to-the-minute reports on matches, cover
: events of interest in the world of Gaelic sport and keep
5; you in the picture with on-the-spot interviews with
| players and personalities.
| Today, the RTE Television camera is a part of
| the Irish sports scene — following the play with an eye
| far keener than any spectator’s to make sure that
1 Ireland’s hundreds of thousands of Gaelic sports
followers are never more.than 8 feet away from their favourite games.




