


MISSIONARIES OF THE SACRED HEART

Qmw

: mﬁh""-—l.-—ﬂ-'-l-l-lnﬁ 1_‘! : “-."?H ; u___ ¥ - “-\.

L
_ i T
- - . R (i o - . -
e o T T R ,
L s e i B -l ¥ s 3 " F
e g '. . i . ey o
i i: % Mg %
§

"'Ii‘_‘ﬁ:_ iy , 5

%

. i
New Guinean priest gives Holy Communion
to his own people.

T e

New Guinean mother weeping for dead child.

Do you know that 2,000 million people in the world have never heard of Christ ?

Do you know that the same number are illiterate, disease-ridden, hungry ?

The Missionaries of the Sacred Heart are bringing the benefits of Christianity,
health and education to these people all over the world. We need priests,
brothers, nuns, lay people to help us to help them. We need YOU.

Help these people to help themselves. Contact :

The Director of Vocations, Sacred Heart College,

Western Road, Merrion Avenue, Princethorpe Abbey, Moyne Park,

Cork Blackrock, near Rugby Tuam,
Co. Dublin Warwicks, England Co. Galway




“Ive jomned the
Bonus Scheme m

the office . . . It’s --
a real easy way 4
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This 1s a real money-maker for me.
I'm saving the maximum instalment
of £20 a month for one vear. [ll
leave my savings of £240 lie for
two more years when I'll have my
savings plus a TAX-FREE Bonus at
5/=1n the £ making a total of £300.
That profit of £60 is the easiest I'l|
ever make! | hope to continue saving
at £20 a month and get an annual
additional income of £60 a year.
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National Instalment-Saving

SO

Being in my firm’s Group Savings
Scheme makes Instalment-Saving
easier still. You should write now
for a brochure on Group Savings
with National Instalment-Saving to :

National Savings Committee,
72-76 St. Stephen’s Green,
Dublin 2.

Phone 66305




Some people still
haven’t heard ...

it takes as little as 25/ = Oilis the cheapest fully automatic fuel available.

With the Esso Home Heat plan you can budget your fuel
bills over a twelve month period and not worry about

a week to run an Esso "t e
Oll ﬁred central Using skilled contractors the installation of
heating system.

oil-fired central heating is simple.

Easy terms can be made available when you install
oil-fired central heating under the Esso home heat plan.
Easy terms can mean up to 10 years to pay,

free life assurance against the loan and

Income Tax relief where applicable.
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Maintenance.
The Esso Home Heat Plan will provide a

periodic servicing, at a nominal charge, to keep
your system running efficiently and economically.
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There are lots more simple unvarnished facts . . .

in the Esso Guide to central heating. Isn’t it ttme
‘you read up on them? Even if you know all
about oil-fired central heatng, there must
be someone you know who’d like to read

it. So get the Guide anyway.

Cut out the coupon below.

Esso Petroleum Co. (Ireland) Ltd.,
Home Heat Dept.,
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin.

Please send me “The Esso Guide to Central Heating”

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE
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GOVER PHOTO

UR cover picture this month features a flash-back to last All-
Ireland Day when An tUachtaran, Pat Fanning, presented the
Liam McCarthy trophy to winning Cork Captain, Paddy Barry. Sur-
rounded by his equally jubilant team-mates Paddy, is one proud

man as he holds the trophy aloft.

The gentleman on the right of our cover hardly needs any
introduction. Both as a hurler and footballer he too shared in similar
joyous scenes on All-lreland Day, on six occasions to be exact.

1t is our pleasure to feature in this issue on pages 5, 7 and 9 an
exclusive interview between An Taoiseach, Jack Lynch and his
former colleague on the sportsfield, Commdt. Eamonn Younag.

HAT else is there to be said
about the recent breach be-
tween the Central Council and
the New York Board? Not much,
for that sad event and the dram-
atic series of incidents leading up
to it have been discussed and dis-
sected, almost ad nauseam over
the past few weeks.

One thing which does bear
repetition — which, in fact, de-
mands it—is the condemnation
of the savage assault on referee
Clem Foley at the end of the
second leg of the National Hurl-
ing League final between Cork
and New York, at Gaelic Park,
on September 20th. :

Every fair-minded member of
the G.A.A. in New York con-
demned that assault as strongly
as it has been condemned 1n
Ireland. -

The incident, grievous though
it was, must not be allowed, how-
ever, to warp judgment or to ob-
scure reality. And the reality of
the situation is that tours, official
and unofficial, have been a feature
of the Association’s activities for
more than forty years, and have
been a matter of enormous im-
portance over the past decade.

Tours concern players — on
both sides of the Atlantic—and
let 1t be remembered in this con-
text that the players in New
York are our own kith and kin.
Many of them were famous and
respected hurlers and footballers
before they left Ireland. Have
they grown horns since they
settled in New York ?
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WHO SUFKFERNS?

The current dispute is between
officials, and the playvers, unfor-
tunately, have no choice but to
take the consequences.

New York officialdom must
shoulder a great deal of the
blame for the present situation.
Their actions on many occasions
have been high-handed and pro-
vocative; they have indulged in
unnecessary brinkmanship. But
the faults have not been confined
to one side. The Central Coun-
cil, too, must take its share of
responsibility for the erosion of
good relations over the years.

Recriminati‘nns will serve no
purpose at this point. The break
between the two bodies now
seems complete; but, with no
more room to go backward, is
there not a very good reason to
bury the hatchet and move for-
ward again ?

Is it not possible to call a full-
scale conference between the of-
ficers of the New York Board and
the Executive Committee of the
Central Council, and there to re-
establish goodwill and hammer
out a new agreement ? The main
clause of that agreement should
be that New York would get a
fair deal and that they, in return,
would acknowledge and be sub-
ject to the absolute authority of
the Central Council.

This could be done, so very
easily, if the one paramount
aspect of the matter were given
due consideration. Namely, that
the interest of the players takes
precedence over everything.
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TAOISEACH
TALKS TO

A FORMER
TEAM-MATE

@.—Looking back on your
G.A.A. career is there any par-
ticular incident that stands out ?

A.—One remembers, of course,
the successes and the moments of
glory, but there are incidents
which stick in the mind when one
might wish, perhaps, to forget
them. Like, for instance, a 21-
yard free I missed in a great
Munster Final against Limerick
in 1940. I think it cost us the
match and probably an All-
Ireland title. I could have kicked
myself at the time.

Q.—Who were your boyhood
idols on the hurling or football
field ?

A—As a boy I had many
heroes on the hurling and foot-
ball fields—too many to name
here. Each had some facets and
characteristics in their play and
their demeanour on the field that
I wanted to absorb and have
myself. I tried to learn something
from all of them.

Q.—Which of your All-Ireland
winning games gave Yyou most
satisfaction ?

A.—I think the 1946 All-Ireland
Hurling final was the most out-
standing. It was one of the best

(R e

HE Taoiseach, Mr.

Lynch, was one of the
really great exponents of
in which he won
five All-lreland medals with
1944 and
But his eminence
premier
game has often obscured the
that he was also a
the highest
an All-

hurling,

Cork (1941 to
1946).
in the

fact
footballer of

class,

and won
Ireland medal in the code with Cork in 1945. Playing

Jack

national

with hif on that team was Eamonn Young, who con-

team-mate.

ducted the following exclusive interview with his former
The Taoiseach—whose courtesy and in-
terest is gratefully acknowledged by "'Gaelic Sport"” —

covered a wide range of ground in frank replies to a
series of questions concerning his own playing career
and Gaelic games in general.

games of hurling I played in and
I never had the privilege of play-
ing with a better team than Cork
was on that day and all during
that year.

@ —How would you rate
present day hurling standards
with your own playing days ?

A.—I think they are every bit
as high in the top class counties.
It is a pity, though, that the num-
ber of these counties has re-
duced somewhat and I hope that
the G.A.A’s efforts to remedy
this will be successful.

Q.—In your opinion, what 18
the most significant step that
could be taken to offset the pre-
sent decline in hurling ?

A.—To involve the younger
people not only in the game but
in the provision of attractive club
facilities and in the administra-
tion of their clubs.

Q.—How do you feel about the
extension to eighty minutes for
All-Ireland Finals ?

A.—I think it adds to the chal-
lenge of the game and to the
demands in fitness and training it
makes on the players. In this way
it should help to raise the level
of the premier games.
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Q.—If you were playing now
would you wear a head-guard ?

A.—I1 would, yes. It would take
getting used to but it is a wise
precaution in a game involving
the wielding of a caman.

Q.—Could you name some of
the men who caused yYou most
concern on the hurling field ?

A.—It is hard to be selective
about this. Certainly, players of
the calibre of Mick Mackey,
Timmy Ryan, Paddy Phelan,
John Keane and Christy Moylan
were hard men to mark and
almost impossible to hold score-
less in play. The unorthodox
style of the late Vin Baston
always worried me.

Q.—As a player, what was
your first love, hurling or foot-
ball, and why ?

A.—I played hurling from a
very early age, and it was my first
love. The first football game I
played was soccer—not organised
of course, Gaelic football was not
as popular in my neighbourhood
and I did not take it up until my
early 'teens.

Q.—Would you favour a reduc-
tion to 13-a-side teams ?

® TO PAGE 7
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50,000 farmers
prove it pays.

* Over 50,000 farmers spread 0.10.20. last Autumn. * Ideally balanced to
suit a wide range of soils. * Phosphates of Potash are immediately absorbed
and stored until Spring growth begins. * Numerous trials prove that there 1s
no loss of Phosphates and Potash. * Autumn spreading is often easier and
more convenient. * Goulding Hi-Unit

0.10.20 is clean and easy to handle —

dust-free. Early delivery allowance

for November SAVE
22/- per ton on 0.10.20
29/- per ton on CCF’s

Goulding
Hi-Unit 0-10-20

I To Goulding Chemicals and Fertilisers Ltd,, Fitzwiltonh House:;
I Wi toh Place, Dublin 2,

I lease send me leaflet on Autumn Spreading and Hi- I
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A.—It could have the advan-
tage of making it easier for
some clubs to field a team. It
might also help to reduce crowd-
ing around the goals. By and
large, however, I don’t think
there are strong enough argu-
ments to warrant changing the
traditional team pattern. I don't
think there is any great demand
for such a change.

Q. —Could you mame some of
the men you most admire among
current hurlers?

A —Mick Roche, Dan Quigley,
Gerald McCarthy, and for his
great resilience in spite of many
disappointments, Jerry O’Sulli-
van. If Jimmy Doyle could be
regarded as ‘“‘current” I would
include him for rhythmic style
and sportsmanship.

@.—Do you think that the
G.A.A’s current development of
social amenities in the clubs is
sufficient to offset whatever
decline there wmay be in both
hurling and football ?

A.—T1 think this development is
on the right lines. It may need
to be accelerated. The days of
togging out on the side of a ditch
are long gone, of course, and
hurling and football clubs must
be as socially attractive as other
forms of sport if they are to con-
tinue to retain their playing
members and followers.

Q.—Do you foresee a day when
hurling and football may become
professional or semi-professional?

A—I can’t see that happening,
really. I do not think there is any
demand for it and it would
achieve nothing for either game.

Q. —Would you favour such a
development or do you adhere
strictly to the principle of ama-
teurism ?

A—I have no objection to pro-

fessionalism as such, but I would
not favour i1t in Gaelic games.
@.—Do you think that the voice
of youth is gwen 1its rightful
place tn the admanistration of the
G.A.A. and wn plans to improve

' the Association and particularly

the games ? :
A.—As I have said earlier I
think this is one area where
voung people should be given
greater encouragement to partici-

Three current
hurlers who are &
highly rated by &
Myr. Lynch.
They are, from
top :

Mick Roche
(Tipperary)
Gerald
McCarthy
(Cork) and
Dan Quigley
(Wexford).

.*.

pate. The youth of today have
better educational opportunities
and they have a greater aware-
ness of the problems around
them. Their energy and their
capacity for effecting change for
the better should be harnessed
as fully as possible in the sphere
of G.A.A. activities. I think this
could not but rebound to the
benefit of the games and the or-

ganisation.
@.—Do you think that a real

7

international outlet could be
created for Gaelic football ?

A.—I doubt it. Where the game
is played outside Ireland, it 1s
played by Irish emigrants and,
perhaps, by their descendants—
in the United States and in Bri-
tain. Although I would like to see
it, I am not hopeful that it can
be reconciled with the type of
football played in Australia. It
is not endemic to those countries
and I could not see it becoming
international in the way that
rughy and soccer are.

@.—In this context what are
the future of Gaelic Games in the
E.E.C. 1Is there any possitbility
that the E.E.C. countries may
“take up” Gaelic Football at
least ?

A—I would hope that an in-
terest in our mnational games
would grow from our E.E.C. par-
ticipation. I would hardly see
them “taking up” the games in
the fullest sense. There may be
some mobility of labour between
Ireland and the Continent when
we join the European Communi-
ties; certainly there will be more
opportunity and need for us to
travel on the Continent. We
brought Christianity to Europe
several hundred years ago. Per-
haps in the coming decades we
can sow the seeds of another dis-
cipline in Europe—that of our
games. However, I think that our
concern should primarily be that
the games would flourish among
Irishmen and it 1s not necessary
for this that they should develop
an international character.

Q.—Apart from the question of
13-a-side, if you were given the
authority to make one fundamen-
tal change in the playing rules of
hurling what would it be ?

A.—Some means of avoiding a
crowded scramble in the square

® TO PAGE 9
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Jack Lynch Talks

@® FROM PAGE 7

would probably be an improve-
ment and since I am asked to be
specific and mention one change,
I would eliminate hitting the ball
with the hand. Handballers are
not permitted to bring a stick
with them into the alley.

Q.—What change or changes
if any would you make given the
same authority in Gaelic foot-
ball ?

A.—A change I suggested on a
previous occasion is the rule re-
lating to tackling. A better and
more clear-cut means of tackling
should if possible be devised. It
would help too perhaps if there
were a heavier penalty for foul-
ing a player who is in a scoring
position—say inside the 21-yard
line; the resultant free could, for
example, be advanced to the 14-
yvard line and a foul anywhere
inside the 14-vard line could be
penalised by allowing the free
kick on the 14-yard line right in
front of the goal. These are only
suggestions, but something on
these lines would help to remedy
the present position where a
premium is put on fouling and
good play at a high point in the
game 1s thereby disrupted.

Q.—If you were asked to name
one specific way in which the
G.A.A. could make most progress
in the ’seventies, what would it

be ?

A.—At this point in its develop-
ment and in the development of
the community in general, I think
the G.A.A. could take the step of
joining hands in friendship with
the other sports in Ireland,
abolishing the ban on what are
described as “foreign’” games and
accepting that these other games,
whatever their historical evolu-
tion, are played and followed by
many, many Irishmen 1in this
island and outside it.

Is Micko
worth

one
hundred

pounds?

BOUT 15 years ago, in the
course of work, I was sent
to interview a very famous, one-
time All-Ireland hurler. I found
him after quite an amount of
trouble, living alone, not in the
best of health, in a tiny, slightly
tumbled down cottage in one of
Dublin’s suburbs.

He was glad to see me and I
got the distinct impression that
visitors were few and far
between. But he had no com-
plaints, was quite happy in his
own way and we talked for
several hours.

But one remark he made
stayed very much with me after
I had left. I had asked him how
he felt now that his great sport-
ing days were over and he had
answered me:

“T don’t know. I don’t really
know. All I have left now are a
few All-Ireland medals and I
don’t even know where they are
—and the write-ups. Sometimes I
think a few bob might have been
better”.

The medals and the write-ups !
Come to think of it, I daresay
that’s all that most All-Ireland

By
PHILIP
RODERICK

medal winners have after they
pack up the game. This man’s
write-ups were in an old ledger
book, slightly mildewed, a little
yellow with the passage of years
and all too obviously unread for
many years.

I found it just a bit sad. How-
ever, if you think I'm going to
tell vou a long sad story, let me
assure you that the same man
recovered his health, emigrated,
found himself a new life and
indeed, when I met him a few
years ago—he was back on a
holiday—he had all the rich trap-
pings of a very happy and pros-
perous exile.

No indeed ! In my own tin-pot,
roundabout way I am f{rying to
get this article around to the pos-
sibility of say a mild profession-
alism in Gaelic games, 1n the
hope that I may provoke a little
discussion on the matter.

Let’s put the case as I see 1it.

Like my old all-Ireland friend,
the majority of G.A.A. sportsmen
take nothing more into retire-
ment with them than the medals

and the write-ups.
® TO PAGE 49
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Factories, trucks, cars, ships, planes — we at Irish
Shell and BP have a hand in running them all. But
we can't take all the credit. Shell/BP scientists from
Zanzibar to Antarctica carrying out field research

and product testing are every day contributing to the

vast store of Shell/BP knowledge and expertise.

How does this affect you? We pass this information
on to you in the form of improved products and top
class advisory service. Here in Ireland Shell/BP
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If it moves, well show you how to lubricate and fuel it.

lubricant and fuel engineers co-operate with indus-
trial engineers at every stage of plant development
from planning to actual operation. Indeed we look
forward to playing an even greater role in the con-
tinued development and expansion of Irish industry

in the 1970’s.

Remember if you have something to get moving, get
the Shell/BP experts working for you!

“' g IRISH SHELL AND BP LIMITED, Shell-BP House, Lower Haich Street, Dublin 2
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STILL FAR IN

FRONT

OF THE PACK

THE second twenty-one has been begun; the

wheel has come full circle from the years
of the old Laune Rangers and the analytical
brain of the great Dick Fitzgerald. The writ-
ings of Fitzgerald marked him clearly as a man
ahead of his time and it was little wonder
that the talk and thought which made him
put down his observations on football in such
advanced form indicated that Kerry was away

ahead of the pack.

Decades later Eamonn Naomh
Micheal O Suilleabhain in his
“Art and Science of Gaelic Foot-
ball” set down the condensed
essence of his genius in making
Kerry teams into All-Ireland
champion teams. Again it indic-
ated the extent to which Kerry
had been in the lead in thinking
out the techniques and skills and
in coaching and training teams.

In the lean years of the ’Six-
ties (Kerry only won two titles in
the sixties !) it became popular to
consider Kerry style and Kerry
attitude to football as antiquated
and out of touch with the new
thinking on the game. So much
the more interesting that in the
first year of the 40-minutes-a-side
matches Kerry has produced a
style and quality of play which
has challenged in some respects,
at least, any that we have ever

seen.
The 40-minute periods have

created a difficulty in estimating
teams: some of the criteria of the
shorter time are either invalid or
do not apply to the same extent.
One point is consistency over the
hour and twenty minutes: a team
which failed to last the hour, or
faded for periods during the
hour were in dire danger of
defeat; but, a team which tries to
exercise consistent dominance
throughout the 80 minutes stands
in danger of burning itself out
and being caught on the post.

Kerry, however. seem to have
come to terms ideally with the
new dispensation, timing their
bursts to give them sufficient ad-
vantage to be able to withdraw a
little on to defence to take the
pressure from their attack so
that it can shake loose again from
the tight positioning which long
periods of attack impose on for-
wards.

For that reason, it was some-
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By JAY DRENNAN

thing of an embarrassment for
Kerry to be given the slight wind
advantage in the first-half of the
All-Ireland final, giving them the
possibility of a plentiful share of
territorial advantage, thus con-
fining the area of operation of
the attack—apart altogether from
the fact that fresh, fanatically
eager defenders would make the
area for manoeuvre still more
restricted.

It was not entirely without
significance that Kerry were
reasonably satisfied with their
holding action in the first half,
draining the energies of the
Meath backs being as important
a part of the operation as setting
up scores. And it was clearly
obvious that they felt they had
the best chance of pressing home
their advantage when Meath had
been allowed to take up initial
advance stations at the beginning
of the second-half.

It is hard to say that one has
seen a better forward line than
the present Kerry one. The speed
with which they co-ordinate their
plans of campaign and the de-
cision with which they finish
them makes them stand out. We
certainly have seen other for-
ward lines who were as well
together in understanding and
manoeuvering colleagues into
good positions and defenders
into uncomfortable ones. And we
have had, perhaps, some attacks
as sharp to snatch chances when
they became available. But, I
cannot safely say that I have seen
a line so expert in construction,
yvet so incisive in finish.

I suppose it is the blend. There
is one like Mick O’Dwyer who
thinks of scores, single-mindedly
like the clergyman in Dylan
Thomas’s Under Milk Wood who
dreamt of Eisteddfods. Every
ball he clutches is earmarked for

® TO PAGE 13
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No go for Vince

Vincent Duffy. Just turned thirty-one.
And already running his own small-holding.

Once he would have emigrated. To America. Or Canada.
Where faraway farms looked greener.

Because there was no future for him here in Ireland.

But times are changing now. Thanks to the

country’s economic growth. And companies like Hibernian.
Hibernian 1s the country’s largest

general insurance company. For years it has invested
funds in Ireland’s future. And continues to do so today.

Helping strengthen the economy. Helping establish men.
like Vincent Duffy where they belong.

That’s something worth remembering when you

decide to invest in something just as sound, just

as important. Peace of mind with a Hibernian policy.

P HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

in association with Commercial Union Assurance Group.

Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Tel. 772911.
And thirty-three local offices throughout the countr
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point or goal, as far as he knows.
Only reluctantly and with the
hope of a return will he part
under the heaviest pressure.

There is Pat Griffin who sees a
goal in every move, and who will
suffer any buffeting to drive deep
into the danger area. Like

O’Dwyer he 1s only reluctantly |

persuaded that no goal chance
exists—for him, at least. At which
point he passes the ball on to
someone else who might just be
able to get a sight of the netting
from his position. On occasions
he can neither get through for
goal nor place a colleague satis-
factorily, so he turns aside and
hooks the ball disgustedly for a
point—a poor second best. You
will often see his point shots
drop short under the bar, as
though to emphasise how little
his heart is in this acquisition of
points, and how reluctantly he
ceases to dream of the goal that
might have been.

Higgins 1s a most underestim-
ated full-forward: he ranks well
up in the lists of strong and de-
cisive Kerry full forwards, and
no full-back has been able to
quite subdue him. He can gather
and find space by strength to
hammer in the surprise shot or
hook over a point, but he can
skip aside the quick one that
opens the way for the inrushing
colleague. Gleeson 1s often about
to co-operate, and this man 1s a
very complete player who can
raise the pressure by falling back,
work the ball through from back
downfield or harrass the backs
and goalie as the situation
demands.

On the wings the messenger
boys of the line serve with an en-
thusiasm that befits them: racing
back to collect and relieve hard-
pressed halves or centre-fields,
chasing passes with gaiety down
the wings, probing for openings
and switching the ball on, and
sometimes cutfting in towards the

middle before launching a loft at
goal. Lynch i1s always on the
sprint through in support of any-
one who has the ball and might
wish to part with it, and his give
and take in lightning passing
moves often carries him through
at speed into the heart of the
defence and near enough to have
a sizzling goal effect.

And what of those two extra
forwards — O’Connell and Crow-
lev ? O'Connell always Jat best on

the attack, priming and prising
the opposing defence with the
maximum advantage to his col-
leagues, or steering a stylish one
between the posts from 40 or 50
yards. While the man for big oc-
casions, D. J. Crowley, toeing and
warming to his iob as he sways
and dances out of a melee or
breaks suddenly away on one of
his sallies into the depths of op-
posing territory — a great man
for the big day.

protects your stock

Magnesium deficiency in grazing leads to Grass
Tetany. Protect your livestock against this killer with
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By Jim Bennett
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THE
OBVIOUS
BENEFITS
OF THE
NEW
LEAGUE
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HERE never has been such an
opportunity for a county
which is thinking seriously about
improving its football standards
to set about the task on a crash
course. The new Football League
structure gives them a ready-
made opportunity of getting a
bit of cohesion into the team-
work, planning and implementing
a plan of campaign that will
bring the best out of their
players, and a prolonged com-

petition with regular games to
enable them to measure pro-
gress and coach for further
progress.

To that extent the new League
structure is an eminently sound
idea and one which will surely
inspire counties to make use of
it to achieve their potential. And
the incentive which the improved
structure affords will surely bring
the best out of far more coun-
ties. The results may not be seen
in the championships yet awhile,
but, in the long run, it will be
disappointing if there 1s no alter-

“ation in the strongly-entrenched

patterns of power which have
been too long established in foot-

ball.

Eight teams in each of four
sections: two sections in each
division. The best side ought to
win through in each section, of
course, but 1t will be a better
and more searching test of their
superiority than the previous
kind of semi-sudden death group-
ings. The more important thing is
that, in a few years, it would be
hoped that some counties which
will be beaten this year by some
of the ‘“hot-shots” will be able to
work themselves upwards, and
—who knows—ito the top.

Naturally, the promotion for
the best and the regulation which
will cause the worst in the two
first class sections to step down
into the second class division
must act as an incentive. It is
not unreasonable to imagine that
a county which uses the League
conscientiously and with con-
tinued attention over a number
of years might expect to better its
position in the lower division
from next to bottom or even bot-
tom position to a mid-table posi-
tion; then to a position near the
top.

This is the time when the real
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work has been done, for there
will then be an enthusiasm which
will carry the effort to win the
section along on a tide. That
achievement, 1n turn, leading to
promotion into the company of
the elite will beget a great rush
of enthusiasm and, no doubt, a
considerable amount of success.
The second or third year in this
division would be critical, as en-
thusiasm begins to pall and the
danger of settling into a near
bottom of the table position
creeps In.

This 1s the time for the
second drive for improved skill
and tactical approach, coaching
and training and bolstering team
spirit. The movement through
the top division may be a more
painful effort, longer and more
demanding in terms of morale
and endurance. But constancy
will bear results; a championship
boost or two from a couple of
good performances or progress to
a provincial final or even semi-
final could give a further boost.
The logical process suggests that
the county should end up even-
tually firmly fixed in the com-
pany of the best, and with a
good chance of provincial hon-
ours in everybody’s book, and,
perhaps, a prospect for the All-
Ireland championship.

That is the theoretical pattern
of 1deally developing a county
teamm through the League ladder
system to the top rungs. It can
be done obviously: it has been
done even without the help of
this new League set-up. But, will
it happen—that is the question ?

First, where will the time be
found to play all these League
games without detriment to the
games within the county. And it
would have to be remembered
that the game within the county

@ TO PAGE 41
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KIRBY IS A WORTHY
WORLD CHAMPION

By ALLEYMAN

AT KIRBY, the Tuamgraney-
born County Clareman i1s the
New World Singles Champion. In
the singlet of the U.S.A. and with
as devastating an exhibition of
handball as 1t has been my
pleasure to witness he dethroned
the reigning World and present
Irish champion—Joey Maher.

It was no wonder that on the
night of October 10th the hills of
Clare reverberated to the fanfare
of drums and glowed with the
light of bonfires. Perhaps Kirby
had won a title for America, but
his kinsmen were more interested
in the fact that a son from the
native heath was a World Cham-
pion.

All the tributes were timely,
for in my time looking at the
cream of handball players, I have
never seen a more worthy cham-
pion.

Kirby is the epitome of the
handball perfectionist.

Throughout World Champion-
ship week he and Maher had
captured the imaginations of
many thousands of spectators
who had thronged along to see
them 1n action.

Their vital clash on the Satur-
day night was to decide the issue.
Self-appointed experts predicted
that it would be a close thing.

In retrospect Kirby was cool
calculating and delivering his

every shot with method. Maher
was nervous, a little lethargic and

-unsure in his strokes.

The first game was close and
Kirby won it by a couple of aces,
but thereafter the issue was never
in doubt as Kirby with butts “on
the lob” or “on the hop” back-
hand strokes and clever position-
ing won as easily as he pleased.

He is a truly great champion.

The winning of titles 1is, of
course, an 1mportant factor, but
for me, there were many other
aspects that deserve special men-
tion.

Sportsmanship, for 1nstance,
was the keynote of the competi-
tions. Both on and off the court,
the different representatives car-
ried themselves with exemplary
decorum, in the process proving
themselves as excellent ambassa-
dors of their respective countries.

It was obvious that their main
mission was to promote the image
of handball, and in this regard,
they were highly successful.
Charlie O’Connell, a man in his
eighties travelled from the U.S.A.
in a dual capacity as manager of
his own team and President of
the World Handball Association.

Charlie, both by his writing and
hard work has done more than
his share for the promotion of
handball throughout the world.

It was hardly surprising that a
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tinge of sentiment pervaded the
audience on the opening night
when Charlie made the announce-
ment that he was retiring from
his position as President.

“I1 am glad,” he said, “to be
able to make this announcement
in the finest court in the world.”

President De Valera who per-
formed the opening ceremony
was equally enthusiastic and re-
traced the history of the game in
Ireland from the days of the mud
floor to the present time. He was
confident that handball had
undertaken a new vista.

We all acelaim the veracity of
that statement. To use a cliche
it will never be the same again.

The new Croke Park Ballcourt
with its all-glass side and back
wall facade is something to be

proud of.

Now, something in the region
of 1,600 people can view a game
in comparative comfort, but more
important is the fact that each of
them can see every single shot.

This is a far cry from the
image our game depicted not so
iong ago, when only a meagre
handful of about 20 spectators
hugging the back wall could see
the entire play. Time and time
again during the last few weeks
the driving initiative of Hand-
ball President, An Br. B. C.

@® TO PAGE 18
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O Murchi; Secretary, Joe Lynch,
and their hard-working commit-
tee has been lauded.

Padraig O Fainin and Sean
O Siochain, President and Sec-
retary of the G.A.A. respectively
were first to sing their praises,
but, in truth it must also be
stated that the G.A.A. executive
itself must be given full marks.

Without the help and financial
guidance of the Central Execu-
tive the project would just not
have been possible.

Never again can the G.A.A.
Executive at Headquarters be in-
dicted for their lack of co-opera-
tion to the Handball cause.

On the games themselves, I
was rather disappointed with the
standard.

Certainly, in the Doubles, our
own partnership of Richie Lyng
and Séamus Buggy were in a
class of their own.

The Australian partnership of
Terry Camplice and Fred Italiano
were shown up in a favourable
light.

They play a brand of Hand-
ball similar to our own, the
reason being that the Australian
Courts are big even though they
do not have back walls. There
was little to choose between the
American partnership of Simie
Fein and Ray Neveau and
Canada’s Mel Brown and Bob
Wilson.

Mexico had Victor Yanar and
Guillermo Correas in action and
their good humoured acceptance
of inevitable defeat was to be
admired.

Barry Leech represented Can-
ada In Singles while Vie Di
Luzio was the Australian Singles
representative.

But, it was really Pat Kirby of
the U.S.A. and Ireland’s Joey
Maher, who stole the limelight.

In every game the standard of
play they presented was a delight.

In all it has been a highly suc-
cessful campaign and handball
has benefitted considerably.



Brennan
s
scoring

Tony Brennan

NY Brennan’s total of five

points in the All-Ireland
final edged him home on the post
over long-time leader Tony
McTague (Offaly) for ranking as
top scorer in the 1970 Football
~and Hurling championships. The
Meath man gained two further
distinctions—his score of 0-33 1s
a new county record, and he 1s
also the first Royal County native
to earn the coveted No. 1 spot.

Brennan, whose 0-10 against
Offaly in the Leinster final was
his best match total of the cam-
paign, has a two points lead over
McTague, and is seven points
ahead of the hurling pace-setter,
Charlie McCarthy (Cork). He
averaged 6.60 points a game, the
third best in football.

McTague was top scorer in foot-
ball last vear with 1-34 in siX
games. He has a better average
this season at 7.75 points, as
against 6.16 points in 1969.

Leading the way in the aver-
ages chart with a new record is
Denis Coughlan, who shot 11.50
points in each of his two games
with Cork. Previous to this the
record was shared at 10.50 points
by Brendan Hayden (Carlow) in
1962, and Mick Tynan (Limerick)
in 1967.

Coughlan helped himself to
1-10, six points from frees, against
Tipperary at Clonmel in a Mun-
ster semi-final, the outstanding
score by any footballer. In that
game, Mick Keating bagged three
goals and a point for Tipperary.

Yet another record-maker 1s
Andy McCallin, joint fourth, and
Ulster’s leading marksman. This
is the first time since I intro-
duced these records in 1955 that
an Antrim player has earned a
place in the top placings.

But despite Kerry’s high scor-
ing achievements, the Munster
record will remain for another
season at least. Mick O’'Dwyer got

19

By OWEN McCANN

to within two points of the peak
with a personal best score of
0-26 for third place. This achieve-
ment is worthy of note, for 1t is
the top score by a Munster foot-
baller since Dan McAuliffe
equalled the provincial record in
1959.

Nine penalty kicks were
awarded in the championship.
Three resulted in goals, and the
remainder yielded only a single
point. Derry are in a unigue posi-
tion as the only county awarded
two spot kicks in one game—the
All-Ireland semi-final.

It was a moderate enough year
on the hurling front, Charlie Mec-
Carthy’s 1-23 earning a ranking
five places from the bottom in
the annual list from 1955 to 1970
inclusive. Last year the St. Fin-
barr’s hurler shared the premier
role in both codes with Paddy
Molloy (Offaly) with his tally of
7-18 (39 points} in five games —
the high point for a Cork man.

Previous best for a Leesider
was 3-23 (32 points) that earned
Seanie Barry the lead role in
both codes in 1966 from five
games. He is the only Cork man
to top both charts outright. Mec-
Carthy now puts Cork in front in
hurling for only the second sea-
son.

The St. Finbarr’s chance-snap-
per had his most successful hour
score-wise in the All-Ireland final,
in which he shot 1-9. His match-
score of 6.50 points for third
place in this regard 1s over a
goal down on his 1969 figure.

Tom Ryan, the former Tip-
perary and Clare hurler, now
with Galway, carves out a new
niche in the averages table with
his score of 3-5 against Wexford
in the All-Ireland semi-final at
Athlone—his only championship
game of the year.

Last vear Paddy Molloy broke

@ TO PAGE 21
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a 12-year record in this regard
when he reached 13 points an
hour. While giving due credit to
Tom Ryan for his 14 points
against Wexford, the Offaly man’s
average, even though a point
down, is probably the more meri-
torious of the two 1n that it was
maintained over a run of three
matches, and thus a fairer test

of consistent markmanship.

In 1956 when establishing the
record score for both hurling
and football at a mammoth 12-15
(51 points) in four games, Nick
Rackard (Wexford) put up 12.75
points per game.

Finally, the outstanding in-
dividual score of the campaign
was that 3-5 by Tom Ryan for
Galway.

— THE SCORING CHARTS —

FOOTBALL

Points

33 A. Brennan (Meath) ..........

31 A. McTague (Offaly)
26 M. O’Dwyer (Kerry)
23 D, Coughlan (Cork)

23 A. McCallin (Antrim) ....
21 J. Hanniffy (Longford) ....

21 S, 0’Connell (Derry)
20 M, Fay (Meath)

19 B. Lynch (Kerry)
17 J. Keenan (Galway)

lllllll

iiiiii

iiiiiiiiiiiii

Score Games  Average
........ 0-33 5 6.60
........ 1-28 4 7.75
......... 0-26 4 4.50
........ 3-14 2 11.50
........ 3-14 4 5.75
........ 1-18 4 5.25
......... 2-15 4 5.25
........ 2-14 5 4.00
......... 0-19 4 475
........ 0-17 3 5.66

PROVINCIAL RECORDS
38 points—ULSTER : 3-29 in five games by C. Gallagher (Cavan) in

1965.

37 points—LEINSTER : 1-34 in six games by A. McTague (Offaly)

in 1969.

28 points—CONNACHT : 0-28 in four games by C. Dunne (Galway)

in 1964.

28 points—MUNSTER : 1-25 in five games by T. Lyne (Kerry) in
1955, and 4-16 in four games by D. McAuliffe (Kerry) in 1959.

HURLING
Points Score Games Average
26 C. McCarthy (Cork) ..oivvrivernnn. 1-23 4 6.50
22 A, Doran (Wexford) .............. 7-1 4 5.50
19 E. O'Brien (Cork) ......ovovviiienvnnns 6-1 4 4.75
18 E. Buggy (Wexford) .....ooonnnn.n. 1-15 2 9.00
16 W. Walsh (Cork) .....ovvvveivviennen. 44 3 5.33
158 T Byvag (CorR) .occvevivoesmesis 1-12 3 5.00
14 T. Ryan (Galway) ..covevirininrenn. 3-5 1 14.00
14 E, Keher (Kilkenny) ............... 1-11 2 7.00
12 P. Cronin (Clare) ....ccovvvvinnenn. 1-9 2 6.00
12 M. Butler (Wexford) .......covovnen 0-12 2 6.00

PROVINCIAL RECORDS
51 points—LEINSTER : 12-15 in four games by N. Rackard (Wex-

ford) in 1956.

36 points—MUNSTER : 6-18 in four games by J. Doyle (Tipperary)
in 1960, and 4-24 in four games by J. Doyle in 1962.
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. WHO STOLE
' OUR BALL?

:
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> By NOEL COOGAN
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> A well known columnist in
a Dublin Sunday newspaper
awards an “oscar” and a
“boo” in his column each
c week. If GAELIC SPORT
gawarded an “oscar” and a
g“hnu” every month I would
§ suggest to the editor to give
< this month’s “boo” to who-
> ever was responsible for
gstﬂaling the ball in this
:

year’s football final. While
the keeping of balls that go
out of play is a common
occurrence 1n hurling, I can-
not recall a similar incident
§in a major foothall match.

§ Popular RTE commenta-
2 tor, Michael O’'Hehir, re-
< marked that whoever had
the ball hardly had it in his
pocket, Certainly, whoever
had it must have been
2noticed by somebody.
Michael F’Hehir, referring
to the continuous loss of
balls behind the canal goal,
said : “I can see a big net
being erected behind that
goal, and it won’t neces-
sarily be a goal when the
ball goes into the net.”

This appears to be the
only answer to this annoy-
< ing problem. During this
year’s hurling final twenty-
= two balls were stolen, Only
gﬁve balls remained of the
g supply in the ground. What
gwnuld have happened if
S

MATLLVIAAAAAAAL AL AL

those five had gone into the
crowd and weren’t returned?
A good question !
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By DAN McAREAVY

HE winter social activities

programme has come to

stay as a permanent feature of
the G.A.A. calendar.

Last year the outstanding suc-
cess attending the initial official
venture in inter-club question
time, talent and motion speaking
completely vindicated the highest
hopes of the pioneers in this
field, with the series of All-
Ireland deciders (undreamt of a
year earlier) in Dublin on March
22 setting the seal on this new
branch of the Association’s
activities.

And I like the timetable of
“deadlines” set for this year’s
Scor Seachto:

Stage One—Internal Club Com-
petitions, October 1 to November
30: Stage Two—Divisional or
District Board Stage, December
1 to January 10; Stage Three—
County Final Stage, January 11
to January 31; Stage Four—Pro-
vincial Championship, February 1
to February 28; Stage Five—All-
Ireland Finals, March 17.

The following competitions
make up the programme: 1.
Step Dancing; 2. Recitations; 3.
Solo Song or Ballad Singing; 4.
Set Dancing; 5. Question Time; 6.
Instrumental Music; 7. Motion
Speaking; 8. Ballad Group.

Obviously, there will Dbe
judicious revisions compared
with last year but these are
fringe considerations which will
in no way impinge on the bril-
liant concept of the basic format.

One development, however,
seems vital: all eclubs must be
urged to have their own internal
competitions—involving as many
members as possible—to find

PLEA FOR THE DRAMA

their representatives for the later
stages. d

In some counties these proved
a financial windfall for many a
hard-pressed treasurer last year,
but I did get the impression that
far too few availed of the oppor-
tunity. Perhaps the novelty of

the event had an off-putting effect

but it was a pity that so much
talent went by default.

And has the Association suffic-
1iently appreciated the foresight
of Down’s Tony Williamson and
Cork’s Derry Gowan who con-
ceived a scheme giving such a
major break-through in the social
life of the Association?

Remember it was only at the
1969 Congress that a Cork motion
—inspired by Gowan—sought
“something along the lines of an
inter-club talent contest” while
Down—through Williamson—felt

there were possibilities In an
inter-club quiz. The result: a
most fruitful marriage from

which the best is yet to be.

As T say, the competition 1s
here to stay and I would cer-
tainly regret any alteration in
what 1s clearly a winning for-
mula.

However, it is essential that
the present Croke Park com-
mittee which includes (as well as
the two “ploneers”) ex-president
Seamus Ryan, Leinster Secretary
Ciaran O’Neill and Gerry Davy
should get full support from up
and down the country and also
full backing from headguarters
bv wav of disseminating inform-
ation to clvbs.

But could not an important
new dimension be added? I have
in mind the drama—an art for
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which the Irish people have
always held top-ranking in the
world league.

Would it not be possible for
many of our clubs to produce a
one-act play with county, provin-
clal and all-Ireland drama tests
running simultaneously with the
present “talent” programme?

Such a move—it is strongly
backed by Ulster Council chair-
man Mr. Michael Feeney—would
have the effect of involving more
people in the life of the club,
admitted on all sides as a crying
need at the present time. It
would also give a well-deserved
break to the ladies so often the
poor relations and ‘“widows” of
the organisation.

Already I can hear groans
about the difficulties of “travel-
ling” productions to various
centres. One-night stands can be
awkward but would they be
really necessary in such a com-
petition?

Could not an adjudicator travel
from club to club to assess a pro-
duction on its home ‘“pitch”.
Following the declaration of the
county winners three or {four
productions would qualify for the
Provincial final.

I have no doubt such a festival
of county champions would create
a great deal of interest, If, how-
ever, travelling remained a bogey
the adiudicator could nominate
the team to represent the Pro-
vince in the All-Ireland final.

However loosely framed the
rules the main obiective, as I see
it. must be to get the competition
off the ground.

Mr. Feeney told me: “I am all

® TO PAGE 24
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In favour of our clubs becoming
involved in drama and if a play
competition can be started I will
certainly give it all the support
possible”.

And remaining on the drama—
I became an addict early in life
with the occasional “trip” still
giving me untold satisfaction—it
never ceases to disappoint me
that the Irish theatre is so barren
of plays dealing with any aspect
of the G.A.A.

Off-hand I can think only of J.
B. Keane’s “The Man from Clare”
as touching on the activities of an
organisation commanding such
support throughout the country.
Perhaps there are other scripts
but I have not come in contact
with them.

Would County Boards, Provin-
cial Councils and Central Council
not consider putting up a sub-
stantial prize to attract a play
about the G.A.A.? Surely there is
an important social document
somewhere In those 86 years his-
tory. What better way to present
it than in the legitimate theatre?

Is there not high drama, too, in
the story of some of those epic
matches which dot the G.A.A.
tale?

And unquestionably for the
comedy writer there must be a
bottomless supply.

O’Casey 1mmortalised Joxer
Daly. For those who have “lived”
the Association there are a shoal
of characters who merit similar
treatment.

P.S. My apologies to Kerry and
Meath for having the slighest
doubt that this year’s final might
prove a disappointment.

The fare served up on Septem-
ber 27 provided me with my most
enjoyable visit ever to Croke
Park.

This was a most satisfying con-
test by any standard while the
sportsmanship of all 32 players
who participated was quite im-
peccable. Sincerest congratul-
ations all round.




By Noel Coogan
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ATTACKS ON REFEREES
ARE NOT CONFINED
TO GAELIC PARK

THE recent savage attack on

Clem Foley which resulted
in the Dublin referee receiving a
fractured jaw, among other 1in-
juries, after the Cork-New York
National Hurling League final at
Gaelic Park, made sad reading.
More than anything it made me
even more aware of the thank-
less and dangerous job of a
referee. Certainly, the disappoint-
ing happening across the Atlan-
tic should have had a similar
effect on all Gaels.

But, of course, attacks on
referees are mnot confined to
Gaelic Park, New York. Officials
are being subjected to such
violence with an annoying regu-
larity at venues up and down the
country here at home. How many
good referees do we see hanging
up their whistles over the years ?
Take the last few seasons, for
example. During that time we lost
fine honest “men in the middle”
like Eamonn Moules (Wicklow),
Peter Hughes (Louth) and most
recently Fermanagh's Tommy
Johnston. Why did these men
retire at a time when they had

much more to offer to the future
progress of the G.A.A.? Well
your guess is as good as mine !
The truth of the matter is that
there are far too many ‘“toughs”
in the Association. Quite a few
of them are players, an odd
official here and there fits into
this category, but the worst of-
fenders of all are usually unruly
spectators. Most annoying of all
in this respect is the fellow who
thinks he knows the rules inside
out, but on the other hand has
never seen the inside of the
official guide. He will compliment
the referee on every “favour”
granted to the side he 1is sup-
porting but will condemn every
free awarded to the opposition.
A well-known referee once
voiced his opinion to me, stating
that the referee’s work is never
appreciated enough. I agree. How
often do we hear a man on the
terraces remark ‘“that’s a good
referee ” ? Of course there are
some bad referees but most of
them are quite competent and
after all, most important of all,
every one of them is only human

29

like ourselves. And if a “man In
the middle” happens to make a
few strange decisions during a
game, maybe he is only having
an “off day”, like even the great-
est of players can have from time
to time.

I held nothing but admiration
for the Meath referees when they
went on strike last year. It takes
a special type of man to take up
refereeing and people should
realise that without these men we
would have no games. More pride
must be taken in the men who
take charge of the whistle and
most important, steps must be
taken to protect them. Not an
easy job by any means, but not
impossible.

First of all there must be stiffer
penalties for players too fond of
using their fists. Any player
found guilty of striking a referee
should be banned from the As-
sociation for LIFE. Similarly, 1s
a twelve months’ suspension
severe enough for any hurler who
strikes an opponent with a hur-
ley ?

But how can we get rid of the
rowdy spectators (I refrain from
calling them supporters) ? Per-
haps the vigilantes who waste so
much time in ftrying to spot
people who contravene the
‘“foreign games” rule would be
much better employed if they
went around to various Gaelic
grounds in search of would be
trouble makers among the crowd.

Offenders could be reported to
the appropriate County boards
and if the need be so they could
also be banned from attending
matches. Certainly there are
many people attending games
nowadays whom we could do
without. Referees would feel
safer without them, too. Referees
are an essential part of our
games. We must do all in our
power to protect them.
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CROWD

Crowds state their opinions very clearly
indeed. Sometimes it’s approval. Sometimes
it’s anguish. Some of the most anguished
yells come from people crowded into too-
small work-places, or from people looking for
somewhere to eat, somewhere to play, some-
where to study.

Do you have a too-many-people problem ?
Don’t shoot them. Call in Carrolls. They build
beautiful, fully-serviced, {fully equipped
system buildings for almost any purpose;
factories, workshops, offices, canteens, halls,
schools.
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The Carroll System can cut normal build-
ing costs by 50%. Can put you up—not a
stop-gap but a modern, solid structure that
is visually an asset, and materially a god-
send. A flexible building, that can grow or

change its shape, its room sizes or numbers.

Fast. Really fast. A building with a
thousand square feet floor area inside 8
hours. That’s moving. All you do is move the

crowd 1n.

And listen to them cheer.

INCHICORE. Tel. 507406 (3 lines)




DONIE A VICTIM

OF FICKLE FATE

ANY way Donie O’Sullivan examines luck,

it must appear to him to be a four-letter
word. He must really have despaired of get-
ting the kind of break his consistent and cour-
ageous performances for Kerry has more than
reasonably earned him. But, every time it
seems that things are changing for the better,

the cup

is dashed from his eager lips and the

joy of drinking full satisfaction is denied him.

It certainly looked as though
the Lady had turned her most
dazzling smile on him this year:
seemed ready to bestow on him
her most intimate favours. Yet,
again she frustrated him at the
moment of fulfilment, running
away to giggle at her coquettish
success.

The story for Donie goes back
a long way. What it amounts to,
rather cruelly, is that he was af-
forded a full and overflowing part
in all of Kerry’s disappointments
over the last decade, almost, and
denied by most ill-fortune of
more than partial enjoyment of
their delights. The years 1962,
1969 and 1970 have been the red-
letter occasions for the Kingdom
in the last decade. Every ftime
O’Sullivan should — with decent
luck—have been in the very thick
of the harvesting of the fruits of
football’s success. Every time he

was cheated of the climax ot

achievement.

When Kerry reached the final
in 1962, to face Roscommon
whom they defeated in comfort-

able style, O’Sullivan was a
bright new star. He was firmly
established, nonetheless, and

would have been in the final side
but for his return to Maynooth,
which came less than a fortnight
before the game.

Those were the days of stricter
seminarial discipline, when no
excuse was sufficient to break the
cloistered regimen. No exceptions
were made to the rules, not even
for All-Ireland finals, and, of
course, O’Sullivan was not the
only sufferer. It was a problem
every year, and supporters and
pressmen had to get busy an-
alysing the content of every
team which made progress to the
later stages of the football cham-
pionships so as to be au fait with

27

By JIM BENNETT

the amount of damage teams
would endure when the ecclesias-
tical colleges opened in the first
three weeks of September.

It can, however, have Dbeen
but small consolation to Donie
O’Sullivan that he was following
in the footsteps of many others,
some of them Kerrymen, and
among them the noted Arch-
bishop Prenderville. A couple of
years later and no problem would

have arisen. Just O’Sullivan’s
luck.
The subsequent years, 1963,

1964, 1965, when Kerry endured
three successive defeats at the
hands of Galway at semi-final and
final stages were galling Yyears.
Now, O’Sullivan was there to
play his full and unrelieved role
in Kerry’s unhappiness. So, too,
in 1966 and 1967 when the Mun-
ster crown was carried by Cork,
and in 1968 when the eagerly
awaited Kerry revival was prom-
ised all the way but smothered
brilliantly by Down.

There was still a long way to
go, obviously, and, at this stage
Donie played one of his most
valuable Troles ever, plugging
leakages all over an insecure de-
fence, and settling in with con-
fidence-breeding authority at
right-back. Then, on a grey and
cheerless evening in Limerick he
got a severe knock on an ankle
in the closing stages of a League
game against Mayo.

The old faithful Seamus
Murphy had been working up a
rare sweat in training to get back
to match fitness; he was ready to
step into right back. And when
Seamus Fitzgerald was placed in
the other corner he was as quick

@® TO PAGE 28
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One of these daysm

you could be SUR-PRIZED!

Sweeps Hurdie
Sweepstake

£200000

Tickets £1 each.

lrish Hospitals' Sweepstakes,
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

Branch Sweep Offices at
Cork, Sligo, Galway and

at 9-11 Grafton St., Dublin 2.

CLOSING DATE NOV. 27.

To mark their 40th Anniversary the
Irish Hospitals’ Sweepstakes are in-
troducing the New SUPER PRIZE
of £200,000 on this and. subsequent
Sweepstakes. The Super Prize will
be payable to the Subscriber whose
counterfoil is drawn first from the
Drum and will be in additlon to
the many £50,000, £20,000 and
£10,000 Prizes which are won by
lucky people all over the world,
every year.

NUMEROUS FIRST PRIZES OF £50,000

Caps
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as a wink in proving himself the
best corner back in the counftry.
No room at the inn'!

By Munster championship time,
O’Sullivan was well in line for a
half-back position, on the wing.
But, he was troubled by his in-
jury before the Munster final,
and Tom Prendergast was drafted
in to fill the gap. Surely, no one
expected that this move would be
more than a stop-gap ? But, Pren-
dergast was so ebullient and so
inspiring, a little rubber-ball as
inspiring to his own men as de-
moralising to the opposition,
that he had to stay.

But, in that very Munster final,
Mick Morris was hurt and the
gate opened again — visions of
God never closing one but he
opened another. And O’Sullivan
was memorably sound against
Meath. But, Morris was again fit
by final time, and he was the
specialist, so he was back in the
centre. Now, no one could move
O’Shea or Prendergast, while
Fitzgerald and Murphy had
created an hermetic seal about
Paud O’Donoughue and Culloty.
His only hope now lay at midfield,
where the Master Footballer had
filtered news from his island fast-
ness that his leg muscles were
giving him lots of trouble.

But, O'Connell did come and
lined out on the day. And O’Sulli-
van sat it out on the substitutes’
bench. Afterwards, the Master
Footballer retired again to his
contemplations, and through the
autumn and winter and the Kerry
tour of the League, Donie was
the main place-holder at midfield.

But, O’'Connell advertised those
boots and thus gave warning of
his imminent return to mainland
football fields. Again O’Sullivan
1s evicted.

Again the closing of one door
produced the opening of another,
for Seamus Fitzgerald had to
have a knee operation, and in
went Donie at corner back once

® TO PAGE 32
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A mhaith liom an tam a bheith
agam chuige chun taighde a
dhéanamh ar an méid colaisti
ata sa tir seo nach gcuireann 1is-
teach ar chomortais An Chum-
ainn Luithchleas Gael. Tas agam
go bhfuil Colaisti ann a gcuireann
“Ajseanna” an fail do na chluichi
Ghaelacha ach tiocfaidh mé ar ais
chuige seo nios déanai.

Om’ eolas féin orthu ta cupla
Colaisti mér-lera nach gcuireann
Adiseanna imeartha, gan tracht ar
mhutineadh né comortais, ar fail
do na cluichi naisitnta. Aris om’
eolas pearsanta chuaigh macléinn
6 theach fior-Ghaelach (tar éis
bhais thimpisteach da athair ag
filleadh 6 chluiche peile) chuig
ceann de na Coléisti sin; bé an
taon mhac sa chlann é agus bhi
leath dosaen drifiar aige; bhi sé
ag an aois gur chinn an mhathair
gur feairrde é bheith faol smacht
na sagart go ceann cupla bliain.
Caith an malrach seacht mbliain
sa Cholaiste sin agus ni hé nar
imir sé cluiche Gaelach ariamh
ach nil suim da laghad aige
ionntu. 'Si an mhathair agus na
cailini amhain a fheictear 1
bPairec an Crocaigh, fiu nuair a
bhionn Contae duchais an athar
san iomaiocht.

Ceapaim gur néaireach an rud
é go bhfuil na Colaisti seo ag
déanamh aithrise ar a gcombh-
ionann sa Bhreatain agus ag tog-
aint na micléinn mar Iar-Bhreat-
anaigh ina noésmhaireachtai, ina
geanuint agus ina ndearcadh.
(Tagann sé rite liom a dhéanamh
amach conus is féidir leo, Eirean-
naigh, blas an tSasanaigh a
thogant leo chomh liofa sin agus

NIOR DHEIN ’DH'A EAGOIR CEART
AMHAIN ARIAMH

Le SEAN O DUNAGAIN

nach dtiocfadh leo ariamh abairt
as Gaeilge a ra le blas Chona-
mara, Chiarrai nad Thir Chonaill
uirthe). MA cuirtear ceist ar
udarais na gColaisti — agus
cuireadh—faoi na cluichi Ghael-
acha t4 an pras-fhreagra acu gurb
6 An Cumann Luithchleas Gael
is cionntsiocair leis, “iad féin
agus a geuid rialacha” (Tuigtear
gur riail 27 amhain ata i gceist).
Mas éogoir, ina dtuairimi, riail
27 nach éagéir, atd 4 imirt ag na
muinteoiri seo ar an micléinn
fapi’n a gceannas agus, mar
adeirim, nior dhein dh& éagoir
aon rud a chur ina ceart ariamh,

Dearfaidh udarais na gColaisti
liom nach gcuireann siad aon
bhac in aghaidh an mhicléinn
gur mian leis cluichi Ghaelacha
a chleachtadh. Ach abrod leis
nach aon mhaith € sin nualr nach
bhfuil An Colaiste istigh ar chom-
ortais na geluichi Gaelacha. Taim
beagnach dearfa cé nach bhfuil
aon teagasc sna cluichi tugtha
do6ibh ach oiread agus ni folair na
go mbionn “meon ghetto” sar 1
bhfad ar an micléinn a théann ag
cleachtadh na gecluichi naisiunta.

Déarfar liom nach bhfuil ach
mionlach i geeist in aon Chol-
diste diobh. An amhlaidh go
bhfuil na “Gaeil” dibirthe as na
Colaisti sin de dheasca an phol-
asai ? Fid mas, mionlach iad,
agus b’fhéidir ar an fath sin ach
go hairithe, shilfed go ndéanfai
freastal criostaioch orthu.

Ach an amhlaidh go mbain-
enn an Riail seo, 27, leis an
scéal ar chor ar bith ? Ni déigh
liom go mbaineann ach amhain
sa mhéid go ndeirtear gur riail
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Colaiste

aindaonlathach i agus, mar sin,
do—ghlachta ag muinteoiri agus
ag micléinn. Biodh; ach nach
féidir troid a dhéanamh ar an
bhféd seo aiteacha eile. Cén cal
ata ag udarais Cholaisti a ré4 lom
direach le haon mhacléinn nach
ceadofar do imirt i gcomortais
na gecluichi Gaelacha.

Deirim nach mbaineann Riail
97 le miecléinn suas go dti aols
18 bliana agus gur féidir leis an
bheith istigh ar na
Comértais rugbai, sacalr agus
naisiuinta leis an bhfoireann
chéanna mas ga. Cén fath nach
mbaineann sagart noé brathair
(nilim ag déanamh dearmad ar
na Siuireacha, laethanta seo na
gcomhcheart, len a gcuid madai
acai in ionaid caméain) éigin
triail as féachaint an bhfuil sé
dleathach ? An bhfuil sé de mhis-
neach acu amhail is gur ga mis-
neach sa chas airithe seo ?

Feicfear. Muna ndeintear ba
mhaith liom go mbainfeadh mic-
léinn  Cholaiste éigin diobh
triail as a gceartanna a lorg —
ceartanna chun teagalsc ’sna
chluichi naisiunta fhail, ceart-
anna chun cur isteach ar peé
comoOrtas a oirfeadh agus ceart-
anna imeartha gach aon tsort
cluichi ar fhoirne an Cholaiste
mé taid maith go leor chuige.

Is cumhin liom go mbiodh
Colaiste Cnocan Naoimh Iosef,
Roscré, san iomaiocht san “Harty
Cup” chomh maith leis na comor-
tais Rugbai. Ni fhéadar cén fath
ar éirigh siad as ? Bhéadh se
spéisitil stair an scéil sin fhail
¢ mhacléinn éigin a bhi ann,
mar adéarfa, san eadar-regnum.
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GREEN’S RANGER

BEST IN THE BEST FOR YOUR
FIELD PLAYING
SINCE FIELD IN
1885 1970-71

Yes, Green’s Rangers ARE the best in sports fields, golf courses or elsewhere
| and we can supply a machine to suit any field or garden or farm—no matter
how big or small.

! WHAT EVER THE JOB THERE IS A FIRST CLASS TESTED SHERRARD MACHINE TO DO IT.

SHERRARD

; CORK DUBLIN WEXFORD FETHARD

TOM MANNION
TRAVEL (LAT.A)

AIR TICKETS *

ALL YEAR ROUND
SUNSHINE HOLIDAYS *

CREATIVE STORE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Grange Road,

Douglas, Cork.

CAR RENTALS *

Telephone 32881/6 (Self Drive and Chauffeur Driven)

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
(Dual Control Cars)

Extensions to Glen Rovers Club

House were designed and

constructed by us.

WRITE, CALL OR PHONE
ENNIS 21985

ALL INQUIRIES TO MANAGING DIRECTOR
Special arrangements for G.A.A. teams.
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Ulster hurling

NOT for years have I, as an

Ulster man, been so excited
about the future of hurling in the
North as at present, A win in any
game, but especially at national
final level, can paper over many
5 fault, but I submit that if we
look closely at the performance
of Ulster hurlers over the past
year, it will become obvious that

a great opportunity has now pre-
sented itself—an opportunity that
could herald a new era for the
old game in Ulster, if officials are
1mag1nat1ve enough to grasp it.

I’'m not going to argue one way
or the other as to how this
Antrim team, on performances in

winning the National League
Division II title, and the All-
Ireland intermediate crown,

measures up to the top sides in
the premier grade. That’s not so
important at this stage.

What is important is the stan-
dard of hurling displayed by the
Northerners. It was obvious in
the Railway Cup ties with Con-
nacht and Munster in the spring
that the Ulster hurlers’ grasp of
the basics of the game was im-
proving. And, that was brought
home even more strongly in
Antrim’s march to the League
and intermediate titles double.

Typical of what I mean was
the fourth Antrim goal in the
final with Warwickshire. Eddie
Donnelly, from his left side, first-
timed the sliothar from about 30
yards straight and crisply to goal.
It was the type of match-winning
stroke that I thought we would
never see from an Ulster hurler.
Generally, the striking of that
standard was matched by the
other hurlers throughout the cam-

New era dawns

paign. Then, the signs were that
Antrim’s hurlers were now get-
ting more distance with  every
stroke than in the past, and the
manner in which they picked off
the points was also impressive.

No doubt much of the improve-
ment has been due to the fact
that the Antrim men have been
gaining greater confidence in
their own ability. A new flood of
enthusiasm and confidence 1s

certain to flow from the feat in

preaking the Championship bar-
rier at long last, and Antrim are
likely to be all the better for that.
The outfit is also fortunate in
having a good quota of the type
of colourful personalities that
every team with designs on get-
ting to the top needs . . . players
like free-scoring and -elusive
Andy McCallin, Eddie Donnelly,
Sean Burns and Sean Collins.

These are the reasons why I
say that Ulster could be at the
dawn of a new era, Another is
that Antrim demonstrated them-
selves the type of imaginative
thinking that is needed to further
the game’s development by
securing the services of Justin
McCarthy as coach.

There is an important lesson
here for the Central Council. A
great step forward has been
taken by the introduction of the
“Adoption Plan” of pairing weak
and strong counties in a move to
promote the game in the under-
developed areas, but I would still
like to see more coaching
sessions by star players.

Now that the five-day week is
so fashionable it should be pos-
sible to promote a number of
week-end coaching sessions each
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year at leading centres of popul-
ation in the under-developed
areas. These could be attended by
hurlers, but more importantly, 1
feel, by officials in charge of
juvenile teams, many of whom
are doing their best to promote
the game among the youth
although handicapped by the fact
that their own knowledge of the
skills is strictly limited.

Such courses would not bring
about a dramatic improvement,
but would still help to equip
juvenile mentors that bit better
for their efforts to further the
game, This in time, would lead
to higher all-round standards.

Young boys learn more irom
watching the experts at work than
by listening or reading about it.
Therefore, another step in the
right direction would be for each
County Board to arrange regular
visits for schoolboys under their
jurisdiction to the big matches of
the vear. I would see nothing
wrong in under-writing the cost
through sponsorship.

Finally, how long must we
endure the expensive luxury of
the present championship set-up?
Make no mistake about it, it is an
expensive luxury, for the game
has steadily declined under the
system. Today, talk about the
importance of the Munster and
Leinster finals no longer cuts any
ice with me.

The open-draw is a very old
“ohestnut’”’. Perhaps the move
would not bring about the im-
provements so many of Us
believe, but in the light of past
experience, it’s most unlikely

@® TO PAGE 32
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that any ground would be lost if
the system was given a trial over
a couple of years.

Why not an All-Ireland test on
the open-draw principle from
May to July? Then, we could
have the Munster and Leinster
championships from August to
October, together with a special
competition or group for Anftrim,
Galway, London, the Rest of
Connacht, Kildare, Westmeath,
Meath and Warwickshire.

This set-up would provide some
of the games with the bite and
appeal in the premier grade, and
in conditions most likely fto
favour top-class play that hurling
1s “crying out” for at present.
The question 1s are we progres-
sive enough to take it even on a
trial basis?

FICKLE FATE

@ FROM PAGE 28

more—Ileft this time. So well did
he play that neither a Redstone
rocket nor the return to fitness
of the best corner back in the
country by the previous year’s
reckoning could remove him.
Through Munster and against
Derry he further polished his
reputation, while his captaincy of
the team in inspiring manner
added to the security of his
tenure. No changes for the final.
This time people were sympathis-
ing with Seamus Fitzgerald.

A brilliant opening burst in
the final suggested that this was,
at last, to be Donie’s day. But,
then he was almost immobilised
with muscle trouble. Off he had to
go before the pattern of the game
had settled or the earliest indica-
tions of Kerry’s eventual victory
had been observed. Small wonder
that there was a slight air of
deflation about the captain when
he went up to collect the Sam
Maguire and say a few formal
words of acceptance.




A TICKET?

HIS, so help me, is a true

story. And, with all the
kindness that is inherent in my
gentle nature, I sincerely hope
that what happened to me will
never happen to Yyou. Particu-
larly just a few days before an
All-Ireland football final.

I+ all began on the Tuesday
pefore the final. I dropped into
the office, not with any great
relish I might add, for it’s a
place I try to avoid as much as
possible. This morning, how-
ever, it was necessary, I was
looking for a letter—a vital let-
ter.

And there, like a white 04s1s
on a brown desert, it lay on the
desk. A familiar-type letter,

neatly typed and with a satisfy-
ing squareness that suggested
tickets.

Tickets they were — 1wWo0
lovely, gorgeous tickets for the
press box. Of course, I knew
they were coming all the time,
I never had any doubts, but
still, there’s nothing like being
sure. One for me, one for, Tom
in the daily paper . . . 1O prob-
lems any more,

At the risk of being sus
pended for lite, or being

banished forever from the pages

of Gaelic Sport, 1 must confess
at this stage that my work as a
journalist also takes me to
other sports, to places like Daly-
mount Park and Lansdowne
Road.

And the following night, 1 was
due to go to Dalymount for the
international match  between
Ireland and Poland,

On the Wednesday afternoon,
with time to burn, a few old
friends to chat up and a fair
thirst to satisfy, I spent more
than an hour or two in the local
hostelry. Finally, well fortified,
I set off for Dalymount Park in
good company.

At half seven I duly presented
myself at the Press entrance,
took out my press ticket, passed
it to the checker at the door and
he, just as duly, tore off the end
as he had a few words of greet-
ing with me. 1 restored the other
half to my inside pocket and
proceeded to the Press box, via
the bar.

Now we come to the following
day. I dropped into Tom in the
daily paper to present him with
his All-Ireland ticket.

I put my hand into my pocket,
drew out the tickets . .. and dis-
covered that I had a ticket and
2 half. One half of my E 68 tic-
ket was missing. 1 searched and
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searched . . . and searched, But
the important half, the half that
carries you through the stiles
was missing from E 68.

Then, suddenly, sadly, horri-
fied, I noticed thalt my Press
ticket for Dalymount Park was
on the desk in front of me,

Intact! Both halves were still
neatly together. The penny,
heavy and depressing, began to
drop, not just slowly but with
a distressing thud that could
be felt all through the office.

You never saw anyone Imove
<o fast in all your life. I was out
the door of that office like a
two-legged Nijinsky, into the
lift, out the front entrance, into
the car and Stirling Moss would
have been proud of me 1n my
searing run up the North Cir-
cular Road.

They couldn’t have been more
helpful at Dalymount Park. All
the ticket stubs had been
thrown out, all the litter had
been swept up in massive heaps
__there must have been a few
tons of it there.

But they sifted through it
poking here and there for a blue
stub. Everyone got in on the
act but I regret to say that most
of them found the whole situa-
tion amusing. I had to endure
some very ribald comments —
and that’s putting it mildly.

Eventually, I gave up and re-
turned to the office—a lonely,
almost frightened man. What
was I to do? I could hardly
hang on to one ticket and tell
Tom that his was the half I had
lost. There had to be fair play
somewhere. He couldn’'t suffer
for my lapse.

I took my problem to Paddy
Downey of The Irish Times, to
almost everyone Yyou could
think of—and God forgive them,
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LUCAN SPA HOTEL

(15 minutes from Dublin City centre)

NINE-HOLE GOLF COURSE FREE TO RESIDENTS
Fully Licensed Central Heating throughout
Excellent Cuisine i Terms moderate
334% reduction for children under 10
Telephone : 280494

Under the same Management

WEST COUNTY HOTEL,
CHAPELIZOD

Telephone : 364647
[deally situated on the outskirts of the City (Lucan Road)
Excellent car parking facilities.
Non-Residents catered for. Fully Licensed.

Brochure on request. Terms moderate.
333% reduction for children under 10.

Both hotels most popular for Wedding Receptions and
Social Functions

IRISH PHOTO ENGRAVING CO. LTD.

CUFFE LANE (OFF CUFFE STREET),
Near St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel. 756121
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they only laughed at me In the
end I gave them up; there was
only one thing to be done. A full
confession to Sean O Siochain.

As luck would have it, the
following night there was a press
reception in Barry’s Hotel for
the launching of Peter McDer-
mott’s hook—"“Gaels in the Sun”
and I knew Sedn would be there.

And by the way, although I
am sure that someone will be
reviewing Peter’s book in this
issue or perhaps in the next one,
let me tell you that “Gaels in
the Sun” is a cracker of a book
and worth every halfpenny it
costs. Go out and buy a copy of
1t,

Eventually, however, I got
Sedn on his own—and then came
the confession. Bless him, he had
all the understanding in the
world. “Come up to Croke Park
to-morrow and we’ll sort out all
your problems.”—he told me.

And he did.

But even he must have been
just a little surprised on the
Sunday when he saw me walk
out of the Hogan Stand—especi-
ally when the ticket that caused
all the trouble was for the
Cusack Stand.

You see, I wound up with
tickets to burn on the Sunday.

One friend of mine, who has
two 10-year tickets, decided this
year to give his wife—she had
never seen a final—a really out-
standing treat. He would take
her to the final and then early
the following morning, he would
fly out with her to Spain for a
tortnight’s holiday.

He duly made all the book-
ings. Everything was perfect but
for one thing. Somehow or
other he got it into his head that
the football final was on Sunday
September 22—and he made all
his plane reservations and hotel
bookings for Monday, September
23.

How wonderful—for me!



CAMOGIE

ONGRATULATIONS to Cork
on winning the All-Ireland
title so convincingly, after a
lapse of 29 years. And congratul-
ations are in order, too, to a
Dublin team, who at the start
were the only people who had
full confidence in themselves and
who yet overcame a whole suc-
cession of talented opponents to
eventually take the county’s
first junior title.

Cork were a very impressive
side, both in their semi-final vic-
tory over Antrim and in the final
itself, and I was particularly
glad to see Anna Crotty come in
just in time to win the All-Ire-
land medal that eluded her so
often before.

It was a fittting tribute to the
devotion of the great Glen
Rovers player from Cobh who
had carried the Cork banner so
magnificently through the lean
vears, and who had been pre-
vented by illness of taking her
place on the team since the
Munster final.

Cork, I think, will be a big
force in camogie for years to
come, especially when we re-
member the quality of their
junior teams who have been
very unlucky through the past
three seasons.

Dublin’s junior victory was a
triumph for team-work and
training, for on their way to vic-
tory they met and beat teams
like Kilkenny, Louth and Ros-
common and Armagh all of
whom contained brighter in-
dividual stars than any Dublin
possessed, But the Dublin girls
swung that ball from player to
player, substituted admirably
blended team-work for individual

OVERDUE REWARD FOR ANNA

By AGNES HOURIGAN

effort and emerged deserving
winners at the end of all.

Their success was a triumph
for the tactics and theory of
Miss Nell McCarthy, the origina-
tor of the entire present system
of camogie coaching. The theories
she and Maeve Gilroy first pro-
pounded and put into practice at
the Ulster Counecil course at
Orangefield in Belfast some

years ago have now been adopted

at National level, and the need
to spread those ideas at all
levels of camogie were, perhaps,
emphasised by the All-Ireland
finals themselves.

At the subsequent dinner to
the teams, the President of the
Association, Mrs. Rosina Mec-
Manus was blunt in her criticism
that there seemed a danger that
the style was tending away from
camogie, and towards the bodily
contact of hurling.

That hurling coaches can do a
great deal in imparting the
basic skills of stick-work and
ball-play was never better
proved than at the National
Coaching course in Gormanston
when the advice and instruction
of Des Ferguson and Christy
Hayes proved really invaluable.

But, when it comes to training
a team for an actual game, while
hurling experts must obviously
have a great part still to play in
sharpening up the basic skills, it
is just as obvious that the ser-
vices of an experienced camogile
coach are essential as well, be-
cause, as I have pointed out
here so often before, camogie,
at a competitive level, is not
merely a ‘“softened” variety of
hurling, it is, and the fact can-
not be stressed too often and too
seriously, an entirely different
game.
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So coaching in accordance
with the camogie rules is also
essential. A year or two ago,
this would have presented a big
problem, but thanks to the work
of such as Nell McCarthy,
Maeve Gilroy, Moya Forde and
their helpers, certified camogie
coaches are now to be found in
most counties and there will be
more and more of them soon.

The attendacne at the All-
Ireland final is slowly climbing,
but it is not yet the “day out”
for all camogie fans that it
should be. I believe it was hoped
to make a start this year at
organising parties from the vari-
ous schools that play in the pro-
vincial competitions, but this
was completely knocked on the
head as far as three provinces
were concerned because, owling
to a change of educational
schedules, the school reopening
date was put back until after the
final. However, there will always
be another year.

With so many schools now In-
terested, it would be a great
start to the new season each
year to bring the potential
school side to Croke Park for
the final, and let them see the
stars of the game in action.
Meanwhile the new Colleges’
season is already beginning and
again there is an increase both
in the numbers and in the 1n-
terest,

In this respect 1t 1s also
pleasant to record a new ad-
vance this year with the forma-
tion in the South of a Vocational
Schools championship in which
half a dozen counties have al-
ready agreed to participate. Such
a step has been long awaited and
will be widely welcomed.
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Marley Consort really does shine like new again,
with only a quick wipe with a damp cloth!
(That’s because it’s protected by a tough, thick
vinyl shield, my dealer tells me). Besides
nine-inch tiles, it comes in three, four and
six-foot widths. And the patterns are simply
super. But be sure you ask for Marley Consort
by name. Now, how about another coffee?”
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MAINLY FOR WOMEN

By LINDA COLLINS

THOUGHTS OF HOME

MNTHER races refurbish their

houses in Springtime but
the Irish seem to get the impulse
to do the place up in the months
preceding Christmas. Possibly
this dates from the days when as
a poor peasant nation holidays
were unknown and the only event
which brightened the calendar
for us was the Christmas feast.
Times and habits and conditions
have changed — but still you’ll
usually find the man or woman
of the house in a spending mood
in the Autumn.

And these days, the best-kept,
best-planned houses are likely to
bhe in the country. Time was when
it wasn’t so, when the average
country farmhouse was a less
pleasant place to live in than the
suburban semi-detached. But
gradually attitudes changed, the
farmhouse caught up, and now
you won’t be sticking your neck
out too far if you say that, other
things being equal, the country
is ahead of the city when it comes
to comfort-consciousness, not to
mention decorativeness.

Country people spend longer
periods in their homes and are
correspondingly more interested
in their surroundings. To add
that homely touch to your kitchen
consider the Cleopatra oil-fired

- cooker/central

-

. . . your home!

heating unit
which will give you full cooking
facilities, space heating for your
kitchen and hot water for your
household requirements. It 1s
a large two-oven cooker manu-
factured from cast 1ron and
finished in white vitreous enamel.
It comes complete with splash-
back, plate-rack and towel rail
and is the only cooker storage
heater manufactured in the
Republic of Ireland. The two
ovens are particularly good for
making casseroles. Finger-tip
control and low running costs are
features of this cooker.

The Jubilee also from Ham-
mond Lane is another sleek
white vitreous enamel cooker

capable of catering to the needs
of a large family. It will burn
any solid fuel at all, so 1s handy
if one particular fuel is cheap
and plentiful in your area. A
hidden bonus is that it will also
act as an incinerator and burn
household rubbish cleanly and
without smells. That’s a large
consideration if you find the
chore of burying the stuff a nuis-
ance and live far from the near-
est dump.

Yet another product from
Hammond Lane Foundry is the
“Maid” stainless steel sink, the
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only domestic stainless steel sink
made in Ireland. The “Maid” is
not alone attractive in appear-
ance but it is also very durable
and from my own experience 1s
frightfully easy to keep clean. A
good rub down with a cloth after
your dinner plates and cutlery
have been washed, dried and
stored away and your kitchen is
looking like a new pin. Inciden-
tally the “Maid” comes Iin var-
ious sizes so there is bound to be
one to suit your particular
kitchen.

A house will be cosy and warm
if you take proper steps to make
it so, but it won’t look cosy 1f the
accoutrements—wallpapers, cur-
tains, but particularly floorings—
aren‘t attractive. A new cooker in
the kitchen will often show up
a shabby kitchen floor, but for-
tunately it’s an easy matter to
put down a new one and not ex-
pensive 1if you go for a sheet
vinyl like “Consort” by Marley.
Marley have turned us all into a
nation of handymen, by proving
to us over the years that it really
is easy to lay this stuff. You just
have to remember to cut it
rather big in the beginning, then
leave it on the floor a few weeks
till it shrinks to its final size

@® TO PAGE 39



'*f'-:-;fg.'

<OPAT

(g

S S AR
SRR Y
R
R T

------
|||||||||

and provides hot water

Cleopatra is the only slave a modern home needs. She’ll cook a banquet for
the family at controlled temperatures with two roomy ovens and a large hotplate.
At the same time she’ll centrally heat a home with up to 8 radiators (120 sq.ft.
radiator surface) and provide all the domestic hot water you need. Who else but
Cleopatra would do all this economically? All she needs is low-cost oil to give you
a lifetime of dependable service. Don’t forget Cleopatra is
almost immortal since she’s beautifully made of enamelled

T — _57' Manufactured in
T 1 the Republic of Ireland by

HAMMOND LANE IRONFOUNDERS LTD.
Marketed by:

GROUP MARKETING DIVISION

HAMMOND LANE INDUSTRIES LTD.,

/ ” L G/ HAMMOND LANE IRONFOUNDERS LTD.

IRISH CONTAINERS LTD. ( Sink Div,)
P.O. BOX 156 111 PEARSE STREET DUBLIN 2
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before trimming. Marley tiles are
easy to lay once you get the knack
__it’s a question of having con-
fidence enough to start and a
couple of spare tiles 1n case you
make a mistake. “The floor with
the locked in shine’ really lives
up to its name and will shine for
you indefinitely if you just wipe
it every week with a mild deter-
gent (washing-up liquid, suitably
diluted, is very good) and then
rinse with clear water. A sponge
mop will take care of this job.
Don’t use powder cleaners or
steel wool on your Marley floor
because you’ll only scratch that
shine. And do, if you're buying
something new in this line, go
for the clear bright colours.
They're just as practical to keep
as the dull ones and will brighten
your spirits as well as the house
every time you look at them. The
trend now is to use patterns in
the kitchen which aren’t quite so
“kitcheny ” as formerly. For in-
stance, any one of the parquet
effect floors would look good, and
so would the pretty rush-matting
effect. And people have dis-
covered that sheet vinyl is mar-
vellous for panelling the walls of
a built-in bath—and it’s much
cheaper than ceramic tiling.

If the sitting-room or living
room is to be the focus of your
pre-Christmas refurbishing, then
maybe vou’ll be looking around
for a good carpet. In this line the
most exciting development of re-
cent seasons has been the new
long-pile carpet. Kincora are par-
ticularly proud of their version,
known as ‘“Sheppy” and made 1n
pure new wool. It will remind you
of the coat of your favourite
sheep-dog, but it won’t have the
same hair-shedding problems.

Though it looks so luxurious,
Sheppy is so practical that it will
fit very well into the family liv-
ing room or bedrooms for that
matter. It is available in beauti-
ful pastel shades but also 1n

lively colours like fuschia, wis-
teria, and coral. It costs no more
than equivalent short-pile car-
peting, so don’t forget to
ask to see the samples when
next you visit a carpet-shop. In-
cidentally, laying a carpet 1s one
job which should be left to the
expert. As a general rule it’s wise
to go to a good retail merchant,
order the carpet from him and
also let his workmen take care

of the fitting and laying. Once
Sheppy is on the floor it can be
easily maintained by regular
vacuuming, and by abiding by
the other rules of carpet-care.
For instance, spills should be
mopped up as soon as made, and
stains should be ‘“‘spotted” out as
soon as they’re noticed. If you
treat yourself to a Sheppy rug,
use a semi-stiff brush to revive
it from time to time.

SEEN IN THE

For those who appreciate fine
living, the extra comfort and
distinguished
Kincora carpets make them a
must in the home or office.
Rich, hard-wearing, magnifi-
cent, Kincora carpets boast a
tradition for superb quality
that’'s second to none in

See the Kincora carpet range

at your Local Showrooms

: ol
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.....

elegance of

Ireland.

KINCORA

CARPETS

KINCORA CARPETS LTD., KINSALE ROAD, CORK.
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12.

14.

16.

i

19.

20.

21.

22,

CLUES ACROSS:

Down half-forward who has been
known to fill a gap at midfield with
great success. (4, 6)

Sligo player who has also served
Connacht well. Initials. (1, 1)
Wing-forward on Louth All-Ireland
side of 1957. (10)

Essence almost of moments of mis-
behaviour on the field of play. (6)
Neat volcanic mountain sounds like a
camogie girl. (4)

Silence, please, for Mayo corner back.
1, 1)

Waterford footballer at wing-half
back on the Munster team. Initials.
(1, 1)

Cavan All-Irelander and outstanding
referee. Initials. (1, 1)

Long-serving Waterford hurling star.
(6)

Very promising Galway midfielder, in
hurling. (1, 8)

I am possessive about the beginnings
of Wexford and Leinster football
goalie who was later a prominent
referee. (2)

Kevin—a regular Kildare goal-getter.
().

Matt— a fine wing-half back for Tip-
perary. (7)

CLUES DOWN :

An International basketballer who won
two All-Irelands with Roscommon. (7)
Len Hay gets mixed up with sus-
pended County Board Chairman. (6)

(and 6 Down) Powerhouse of Antrim

No. 55
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camogie side over a number of years.
(7, 9)

Tears up his gear in a fit of temper.
(4)

Ulster goalkeeper who was displaced
in 1970. (5)

See 3 Down.

Note the atmosphere of the game. (4)
Former President of the G.A.A. who
had close connections with the im-
mediate Past President. Initials. (1, 1)
He is surly when asked for essential
hurling equipment. (7)

Mayo full-forward. (1, 5)

Land in the S.E. produces light com-
fortable shoe. (6)

Kick delivered with this part of the
foot cannot be always accurate. (3)
Kelly—a good Kerry full-forward. (4)

SOLUTION : PAGE 52

BECKERS TEA

the best drink

ALLIED TEA BLENDERS, GREENHILLS ROAD, DUBLIN 12,
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must prosper to feed the county
team. It is only when a county
team gets to the very top that
the euphoria engendered feeds
back into the club structure of
the county to produce material
from which future teams will be
made. Big wins cause an en-
thusiasm which makes youngsters
want to play football or hurling,
and give them a vision of the
sky to aim at.

But, will the further demands
at inter-county level cause greater
difficulties to County Boards in
fulfilling their already over-
loaded fixture lists ? Will the
club feel again that it is deprived
and unconsidered, left to pick up
the crumbs and play out 1its
games on barely suitable dates
and in hopeless competition for
attention with the county team ?

The G.A.A. is burdened by a
double structure of fixtures which
are almost incompatible. Cer-
tainly the interests of club and
county run contrary to an amaz-
ing degree though one might
think they would have common
interest. Clubs have a local and
close-knit community to serve;
the loss of a couple of players to
a county team on the occasion of
some game could be the cause of
defeat and the resultant dis-
illusionment which affects both
players and officials, not to men-
tion supporters.

Yet, of course, this point 1s
made with due deference to the
idea which the Central Council
had in mind: they obviously felt
that there is little progress being
made in the less powerful coun-
ties, and that the clubs them-
selves in such a depressed county
can do little in an atmosphere of
convinced second-class citizen-
ship. If the impetus could not be
expected from below, it had to be
tried, at least, from above. 1 am
full of interest and very hopeful
that it will bear fruit in abund-
ant measure.

But, let us not fool ourselves
that it is any more than a struc-
ture which may or may not be
used by those for whom it 18
primarily intended. It is, merely,
a machine geared to perform
with efficiency but which, with-
out a driver and the right fuel,
can do nothing. It is a splendid
mechanism but does not contain
within itself merely a confidence
trick to cover over the stark
reality that the same old require-

CORK

Head Office :

TELEPHONE 51391/8

Livestock enquiries to:
MARTS

Telephone 683521

Telephone 280771
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PHONE NO.s MARTS

Fatstock and meat enquiries to:

International Meat Packers Litd.,
at Grand Canal St., Dublin 4

ments still remain for progress—
grass roots expenditure of sweat
and toil in developing youth,
training and coaching, team
management and building of
morale . . . and, most of all, sheer

dedicated work.

That is the weakness now in
both hurling and football, and the
new League structures in both
can only hope indirectly to over-
come 1t.

CO-OPERATIVE
MARTS LTD.

One of Europe’s largest producer-owned livestock and Meat
Marketing Organisations

Backed by more than 28,000 producer members, Cork
Marts offers unrivalled marketing facilities on both home
and overseas markets.

36, ST. PATRICK’S QUAY, CORK

TELEX 6110

PHONE NO.’s

BANDON 41151 DUNGARVAN 243
FERMOY 99 MACROOM 86
MIDLETON 63329 MITCHELSTOWN 285
SKIBBEREEN 109 CAHIR 307
MILLSTREET 58 MALLOW 21294

Telex 5135

or Barnhall, Leixlip, Co. Kildare

Telex 5136
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you Ireland

with our fabulous
Rambler ticket

With a CIE Rambler Ticket, you’re armed
to go anywhere, anytime. For a full fifteen days,
your Rambler Ticket costs £9 and lets you travel
anywhere you like by train; for another £2,
all our provincial buses are at your service, too.

Or if you buy an all-Ireland Overlander Ticket
you can travel in the North, too, by Northern
Ireland Railways and Ulsterbus. All this for
only £15.

Here’s your chance to see Ireland in comfort.
Get a Rambler or Overlander ticket this time.
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Its your country-enjoy it! ‘ CIE ’
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CUT-0UTS

Aﬂﬁe Carroll

HOPE you enjoyed the All-
Ireland finals, whether you
were present in Croke Park or
watching them on T.V. at home.
The hurling finals were not con-
tests at all, Cork being far
superior to Wexford and Galway.
The senior hurling game wasn’t
all that sporting either. But the
senior football final was as sport-
ing as one would want to see. Un-
sporting play leaves a poor taste
with everybody.

It was great to see such large
attendances at the All-Ireland
finals, especially when we read on
all sides of a G.A.A. crisis,
dwindling attendances, etc.

The All-Irelands are still the
greatest occasions in Irish sport.
Long may they continue to be so.

Our two cut-outs this month
are Liz Garvan, Cork’s star of
their All-Ireland Camogie final
win over Kilkenny, and Anne
Carroll, the inspiration of Kil-
kenny. I had always regarded
Mairéad McAtamney of Antrim
as the greatest camogie player I
had seen until I saw Liz Garvan

JUNIOR DESK

A column for

the

young reader

DEVISED AND WRITTEN
By JACK MAHON

CHRISTMAS GIFT FROM MICK

A SPECIAL feature in the December issue of GAELIC
SPORT will be an exclusive interview between Jack

Mahon and Mick O’Connell.

Although Mick has agreed

to this as a special Christmas present for our Junior Desk
readers, we feel that all followers of our national games
will be interested in the distinguished Kerry player’s

comments.

in this vear’s final.

She is such a dainty little
player. A great tennis player too.
I have always held the highest
admiration for Anne Carroll.
Wherever she is camogie pros-
pers. Mercy Convent, Callan, Tip-
perary, Kilkenny, U.C.D., Lein-
ster, have all benefited from her
drive. But as a club player she
has excelled and has won All-
Ireland club medals with clubs in
two different counties.

Poser to “Junior Desk”
readers? Name the clubs that
Anne has helped to steer to All-
Ireland successes. Tip : They are
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in Kilkenny and Tipperary.

In U.C.D., Anne has been
equally inspiring and latest news
concerning her informs us that
she and her enthusiastic camogie
friends are planning the publica-
tion of a camogie magazine. We
wish them every success in their
efforts and will be talking about
the venture again.

Finally, on your behalf let me
extend a cead mile failte to our
first camogie cut-outs. We would
like to have a message for “Junior
Desk” from both Liz and Anne.
Don’t forget to accept the invita-

@ OVERLEAF
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JUNIOR DESK ::

@® FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

tion to write to us, unlike the
footballer and hurler cut-outs to
whom we issued a similar invita-
tion earlier. But they are so shy !
Or would you believe lazy!

I met one of them — Willie
McGee of Mayo — at the All-
Ireland football final. He had just
returned from the U.S. with the
Mayo football team after scoring

From the

Edmund O’Brien, 20 Lower
Sherrard St., Dublin 1—“I am a
G.A.A. supporter for the past 25
years and read GAELIC SPORT
every month. When did the
“G.A.A. Digest” finish ? Is there
any hope of getting back-copies of
1t anywhere ? ”

® The G.A.A. Digest finished
publication just before the mid-
fifties. If any reader has a copy of
onie of these to spare, please send
it on to Edmund (J.M.).

Patrick McLoughlin (Jun.),
Ballyverdagh, Ballycastle, Co.
Antrim—“T bought my first copy
of GAELIC SPORT at this year’s
Ulster final at Clones and I found
1t very interesting. Could I get
more information on Christy
Ring ?

@® Unfortunately no book has
been written about Christy. More
ts the pity. The editor may be
able to resurrect a good action
pvhoto of Christy (J.M.).

Nora Jones (14 years), Derry-
oran, Mountshannon, Co. Clare—
“I hope you have a good com-
petition ready for Christmas with
prizes of “Our Games Annual.” I
would like to see the following
cut-outs—John Keenan, Senan
Downes, Matt Kerrigan, Sean
McCormack, Mick Roche, Dan
Quigley, Sam Stanley and Pat
Hegarty. I hope “Junior Desk”
keeps going as good as it is now.”

® Yes, we will have a competi-
tion in the January issue which
should be on sale before Christ-
mas. Suppose we offered four
prizes of Our Games’ for the
prizewinners. O.K.? (J.M.).

JUNIOR DESK

-

a bag of goals in every game he
played. Willie sends on his best
wishes to “Junior Desk” readers
and reads us every month. He was
delighted to be honoured as one
of our cut-outs and like most
star footballers keeps a scrap-
book himself. He intends to send
us on a message later. We will
be expecting to hear from you
Willie—Liz and Anne too. Don’t
let our young readers down !

Mailbag

James Brophy, Lackaroe, Cad-
amstown, Birr, Co. Offaly—*“The
hurling final issue of GAELIC
SPORT was great with the col-
oured photographs of Cork and
Wexford on its cover. * Junior
Desk” is great., My favourite hur-
lers are Tony Doran, Charlie
McCarthy and Ollie Walsh.”

Maria Cronin, from
Aghadoe.

Maria Cronin, Aghadoe, Killar-
ney, Co, Kerry (2nd prizewinner
in All-Ireland football final com-
petition)—“I was delighted to
win the ticket for the football
final. 1 attend the Mercy Con-
vent, Killarney. My interest is
music and I have won a number
of medals at fleadh ceols. I enjoy
GAELIC SPORT every month.
My favourite footballer is Mick
O’Connell.”

@® Hope you enjoyed the final
and you must have been satisfied
with Mick O’Connell’s display —
his best final yet (J.M.).

Jerry Cahill, Station House,
<4

JUNIOR DESK

Dundrum, Co. Tipperary (aged
14)—“I attend Cappawhite Voca-
tional School and hope to play
for Tipperary. I was born in
Kerry. My favourite footballers
are Mick O’Connell, Liam Hig-
gins, Seamus Lagan, Mick Dwyer
and Joe Corcoran. My top hur-
lers are Charlie McCarthy, Jack
Berry, John Horgan and Ned
Colfer. I like “Junior Desk.”

@ Your choice of top players
1s very good. John Horgan seems
to be reaching his form as a
minor of a few short years ago.
I've seen many great minor hur-
lers, Jimmy Doyle, Tom Ryan
(both of them), John Quigley,
Eddie Keher, Billy Duffy, but it
1S hard to better the blond, Hor-
gan (J.M.).

Leo McGough, Browne’s Hill
Rd., Carlow (aged 10)—“I have
a pen-pal in Clare. His name is
James McInerney from Movasta.
He 1s 12 years old. “Junior
Desk” 1s the best column in
GAELIC SPORT. 1 saw Tom
Neville’s medals and Jim
McGrath’s handball trophies.
That’s all for now.”

@ Glad you got your pen-pal in
Clare through “Junior Desk?”,
Leo. You are one of our most
faithful correspondents (J.M.).

Peter Madigan, Killyballyowen.,
Cross, Ennis, Co. Clare—*“I think
Meath should have won the All-
Ireland, which I enioyed. Their
stars were Jack Quinn, Pat Rey-
nolds, Vincent Foley and Mick
Fay. Please give us cut-outs of
Patsy O’Hagan, Dan McAlinden
and Niall Sheehy. I look forward
to “Junior Desk” every month.”

® ! frust, Peter, wou mean
Patsy McAlinden, mot Dan the
boxer. Can’t agree with you about
Meath and the All-Ireland. Kerry
deserved their win. Meath could
have, mnot should have, won

(J.M.).

Sean O Cathil, Lisheen,
Ballyhooly, Co. Cork.—“I have
been buying GAELIC SPORT for
months and I got fed up of it.
But one day I went to town and
I got a brainwave to buy it again.
That night when I went reading
it I found to my surprise “Junior
Desk” had appeared. I think it’s
great. Please give us cut-outs of
Jack Lynch and Christy Ring. My
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stars in the minor game were
Kerry (Michael O’Sullivan, Timmy
Denihan, Sean Egan and Paud
Lynch); Galway (John Tobin,
Michael Rooney, Joe Lardner and
Joe Corcoran). In the senior
game the stars were Brendan
Lynch, D. J. Crowley, Mick
O’Connell, Mick O’Dwyer, Pat
Reynolds, Mick Fay, Sean McCor-
mack and Vincent Lynch”.

@ Thanks for the mice words,
Sean (J.M.).
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Doanie Hanrahan, from
the home of . . . (sorry,
no advertising)

Doanie Hanrahan, Corracunna,
Mitchelstown, Co. Cork — “I am
making a collection of GAELIC
SPORTS and want the following
issues : Dec. ’66, Sept. 66, Oct.
'66 and Jan. ’67.”

@® Could any reader help
Doanie ? (J.M.).

John Hogan, 21, Knockan-
pierce, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary

(Aged 12).—“I play both hurling
ond football for Eire Og, Nenagh,
and for the Nenagh C.B.S. Prim-
ary school teams, which won both
school titles this year. 1 played
corner forward in the hurling
final and scored 4-3. Our trainers
were Br. Kent and Br. Walsh.
“Junior Desk” is great. Give us
more old photos like ones of Jack
Lynch, Tom Semple, Jamesy
Kelleher, the Rackard brothers
and Jimmy Duggan. My favourite
stars are Mick O’Connell and
Mick Roche. The stars of the
football finals were: Minor: Sul-
livan, Long. Lynch and O’Connell
of Kerry; Rooney and Tobin of
Galway. Senior: Prendergast,
Griffin, Lynch snd O’Connell of
Kerry. and Mick Fay of Meath”.

® Not bad scoring, John. Per-

haps the editor would resurrect
an old photo of the Rackards

(J.M.).

Seamus Lombard, 6, Clogheen,
Clonakilty, Co. Cork (Aged 12).—
“I play with Clonakilty Under-12
football team and we have won

four matches for Clon. to reach

the Co. final. I watched both
finals on Sept. 27 and both minor
teams playved a wonderful game;

the stars being P. Lynch, B.
O’Shea and M. O’Sullivan.
And for Galway P. J. Burke

and Joe Corcoran. In the senior
game my favourites were Mick
O’Connell, D. J. Crowley, M.
O'Dwyer, S. Murphy and our
favourite Clon. Garda, Pat Griffin.
For Meath Jack Quinn, Pat Rey-
nolds, K. Rennicks and Tony
Brennan were the stars. If our
under-12 team can play as fast
and as clean a game as Kerry and
Meath did, we can be sure of the
Co. championship”.

® Yes, Seamus, I knew Pat
Griffin was stationed in Clonakailty
for some time. He is a great
footballer. You mever mentioned
vour own Clon Cork heroes., Tim
F. Haves and brother Flor. Tim F.
was one of the best minor players
've seen (J.M.).

Joseph Woods, Cloneyogan,
Lahinch, Co. Clare (First prize-
winner in football final com-
petition).—“I was delighted to
win the Hogan Stand ticket. I am
aged 13 and enjoy reading
“Junior Desk” every month. I
play football with the Milltown
under-14 team. My favourite
players are Mick Arthur, Jim
Cullinane, Vincent Loftus, Mick
Considine, Charlie McCarthy
(hurlers) and Senan Downes,
Pat McMahon, Michael Moloney,
P. J. Kennedy, Jimmy Duggan,
Pat Donnellan. Donie O’Sullivan,
Mick O’Connel]l and Jack Quinn.
I have 5 scrapbooks”.

® So you plau for Milltown.
Milltown-Malbay, I presume. They
put on a terrific show for the Co.
football final there this year. A
real festival. More power to them.
But then Milltown, indeed all
West Clare was always a great
football centre. Hope uou en-
joyed the football finals (J.M.)

Anne Brogan (Aged 12), Bally-
knock, Bofeenaun, Ballina, Co.
Mayo.—“My favourite footballers
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former Down

goalkeeper — resurrected from our

files specially to please Peter M adi-
gan of Co. Clare.

are Tom Fitzgerald, Willie McGee
and Mick O’Connell. Mary’s (my
sister) favourite is M. O’Connell,
too. She also admires Johnny
Carey and Pateen Donnellan. I
was very disappointed when

® TO PAGE 46
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Mayo lost to Roscommon and
with the help of God they will
win next year. I would be thrilled
with the idea of a commercial
company sponsoring a G.A.A.
scrapbook. I don’t think our
G.A.A. players are publicised at
all as well as soccer players in
England. It would make the
younger people more interested
In our national games and help to
sell the firms’ items”.

® Very well said, Anne. So
how about it all you commercial
firms like Halpin’s Tea, or Kel-
logg’s or Texaco or Calvita cheese
or Jacobs Fig rolls . . . or ... you
name t. You are selling your
goods in Ireland to the Irish. So
why not support something Irish.
Especially when it’s a calculated
risk. Just one of you big fellas.
Good girl, Anne (J.M.).

Michael Langtry, Drimbane,
Curry, Co. Sligo.—“I play with
my club Tubbercurry in hurling.
Joseph my brother and I were
substitutes on the Sligo Under-18
hurling team which lost to Derry
in the All-Ireland final this year
in Croke Park on the score 2-11
to 2-2. Jarlath McDonagh, who
trained the team, is largely res-
ponsible for the revival of hurl-
Ing in Sligo. He did great work
to bring a Sligo hurling team to
Croke Park for the first time. We

e

UNIOR DESK

-

will win it next year. D.V.
@ Hope you do (J.M.).

Gerard Murray, Main Street,
Charlestown, Co. Mayo (Aged
12).—“T enjoy ‘Junior Desk’. It
gives us a great chance to ex-
press our views on G.A.A. games.
Keep up the good work and
please publish my letter”.

® Request granted (J.M.).

Remember our prize of a
guinea for the best letter on the
stars of the finals. Well, the
winner of the guinea by a short
head 1s Sean O Cathil with special
praise going to John Hogan and
Seamus Lombard. Seidmus’ letter
was so frank and, of course, it
rubbed me up the right way. You
know this business of being fed
up with GAELIC SPORT until he
saw “Junior Desk”. Seriously,
Sean I enjoyed your letter.
Thanks to all who wrote in. We
will give a rest to the competitors
now until the January issue. but
if you wish to write to me about
anything—just anything—please
do to:

“Junior Desk”, GAELIC
SPORT., 80, Upper Drumcondra
Road, Dublin, 9.

See ye next month. Meantime
work hard at school and don’t
forget to tell your teachers and
vour school pals about “Junior
Desk”, It is past time the editor
gave a cover to us. Do you agree?

=
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TOP
TEN

=

THE following lists are com-

piled from games plaved be-
tween September 13th and Octo-
ber 18th, inclusive.

FOOTBALL
(10) T. Prendergast ... (Kerry)
() M. Pay i (Meath)
(9) B. Lynch ......... (Kerry)
(9) J. Quinn ............ (Meath)
(9) M, O’Connell ...... (Kerry)
(8) M. Gleeson ......... (Kerry)
(8) P. Reynolds ......... (Meath)
(8) M. Joyce ......... (Galway)
(7) C. McAlarney ...... (Down)
(7) T. Quinn ............ (Down)

HURLING
(9) J, Horgan ............ (Cork)
(9) P. Delaney ...... (Kilkenny)

(9) J. Moriarty ...... (Kilkenny)

(9) M. Jones ...... (Tipperary)
(8) P, Hegarty ............ (Cork)
(8) F. Cummins (Kilkenny)
(8) P. O’Sullivan ... (Tipperary)
(7) G. McCarthy ......... (Cork)
(7) R. Cummins ......... (Cork)
(7) P, Dillon ......... (Kilkenny)

DEVELOPMENT OF
PLAYING FIELDS

We are geared to carry out bulk excavation with our machines.

Design, fab-

ricate and erect our “Prestige” system built dressing rooms. Manufacture and erect
our “Spanlite” prestressed concrete seating. We invite you to see fields recently
developed by us for Rathluire, Kanturk and Courcey Rovers Clubs.

J. J. O'LEARY & SONS

(Contractors) LIMITED
FERMOY
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LETS CALL
THESE
PEOPLE
BY THEIR
PROPER

NAMEL

ALKING down Jones’s Road
after the hurling final, quite

an argument blew up between
three or four of us as to when
and where this far from praise-
worthy practice of pocketing the
sliothar when it sails into the
crowd at big hurling matches

first. came into vogue.

Those far distant days when
the hurling thousands hosted on
Dan Fraher’s Shandon Park in
Dungarvan could be remembered
only by myself, and certainly I
have no recollection of “lost ball”
incidents there, except some her-
culean drive sent the sliothar

sailing all the way into the seas !

A Limerickman in our com-
pany insisted that the snapping
up of the stray ball was a thing
he often saw happen in Thurles,
although a Tipperary veteran was
just as insistent that the practice
was not inaugurated 1in the
Sportsfield of the Cradle Town.
Indeed, this Thurlesman strenu-
ously maintained that ball-snatch-
ing only became a major problem
in the South after the Munster
Finals began to be played regu-
larly in Limerick.

But we were all agreed that
ball-pocketing had become all too
popular a pastime through the
past decade and we were also
agreed that it is high time a halt
was called to the ecarry-on. But,
even when we were 1n the car
and driving down town, there was
still some disagreement between
us on the basic rights and wrongs
of the matter.

One member of the party, I had
better not specify which one, was
not all that much against it. He
felt that a trip to Dublin to see
their county play in an All-
Ireland final was a real land-mark
in the lives of a number of hurl-
ing followers, and what more out-
standing souvenir of such a day
than a ball that had actually
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been in play in the match ? It
would be a token for years of a
particularly memorable victory if
kept on the mantle-piece, and it
would still arouse enthusiasm,
even if only used 1n a practice-
game.

He was promptly shot down on
all counts. He was asked why not
bring home a bit of the Croke
Park sod, or a piece of a stand-
seat instead ? And he was asked
why was it right to pocket the
ball at a big matech, and why
should it be wrong to pocket the
ball when it came over the side-
line at any junior match down the
country, when there might be
only a couple of dozen people
present.

The answer there 1s simple.
The man who pockets the ball in
a small game, with a small crowd,
will be immediately identified, and
quite rightly branded as a thief.
And speaking from long exper-
ience, I have never seen a hurl-
ing ball not returned when there
was only a couple of score people
scattered through the terraces at
the Canal end.

Another aspect that came up
was that the G.A.A. are well able
to afford the loss of a few hurl-
ing balls. So they are, and they
would also be well able to afford
the loss of the nets and the goal-
posts, but I have never yet seen
anyvone remove these objects as
“souvenirs’’.

Incidentally, just how many
hurling balls were swallowed up
in the crowd on final day? I have
heard one man say eight,
another twelve, another 18, while
another went as high as twenty-
two. I did not keep count myself,
but I did note that 1n the
second half the supply of balls at
the Canal end ran out, and Paddy
Barry had to start pucking some
down from the Railway end.

@ TO PAGE 48
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‘ Which raises another interest-
i ing point. Are the people who
I gather under the Railway score-
‘, board more honest than the folk
] at the other end of the field ?
|l Certainly they usually return the
| ball. I suppose I would be looked
1 upon as old-fashioned if I said
i that my chief objection to this
(i pocketing of hurling-balls is quite
simple. I regard it as stealing,
(i and despite all the religious re-

laxations of late, I have not yet
heard that Vatican II made any
ruling which said that stealing
hurling balls at Croke Park will
not constitute any breach of the
Seventh Commandment.

But what really convinced me
that the time has come to cry
halt was when someone knocked
off the ball in the middle of the
football final. Now, while you can
slip a sliothar into your pocket,
or stuff it up your jumper if you
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feel that way inclined, a match-
play football is a different pro-
position altogether.

Besides, while the G.A.A. can
supply umpires with plenty of
sliothars, new footballs are not
that easily come by. 1 ecannot
imagine that there would be
twenty-two of them available at
Croke Park, even on All-Ireland
final day.

Well we have been warned in
time, and here 1s my advice to
the Croke Park authorities from
this day forth. Issue a public
warning that  balls  which
go into the crowd at either hurl-
ing or football finals will no
longer be counted as “lost” unless
they go clear out of the ground,
and instruct referees not to re-
sume the game until the ball
comes back.

As one who was always critical
of letting New York into the final
of the National Leagues without
having taken part in the earlier
stages of the competition, I do
not feel I am entitled to com-
ment too severely on recent de-
velopments.

But the fact remains that Clem
Foley was brutally beaten over
there and quite obviously some-
thing drastic had to be done
about it. The image of hurling is
not in all that good repair that
we can afford to let such events
be passed over with no more than
pious resolutions about being
good boys in future.

In the present atmosphere it
might be just as well if all these
competitive clashes between New
York and home champions were
called off for a year or two, and,
if the New Yorkers care to call
out our teams on friendly tours,
let it rest at that for the time
being. We have had far too much
ill-feeling on the field in these
competitive matches in both
hurling and football in recent
years. What we need is friend-
ship, not ferocity.



IS MICKO WORTH

ONE HUNDRED POUNDS?
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Contrast that with the new
millionaires of sport, the pam-

pered — money-wise anyway —

heroes of present day soccer and
other top international sports.

Only recently we had George
Best here in Dublin for the sole
purpose of opening a super-
market. I don’t know what he got
for the job but it has been vari-
ously estimated from £300 to
£ 1,000.

I had a chat with him during
his visit and he revealed quite
openly that he had already done
25 to 30 “openings”’—all of which
had netted him a fair amount of
money.

Add that on to the huge
salary he gets for playing foot-
ball, plus all the fringe benefits
of being a footballer and the
various businesses he has been
able to set up with the money he
has already made in football. It
has been suggested, with prob-
ably good foundation, that George
Best is heading rapidly towards
becoming a millionaire.

The same goes for Bobby
Moore and for many others in
English soccer.

But how about our Mick O’Con-
nells, the Mick O’Dwyers, the
Jack Quinns, the Eddie Kehers,
the Gerald McCarthys, the
Christy Rings—and all the other
household names we have in this
country ?

True, they have their jobs, all
are living happily and well but
nothing is surer than that they
will wind up too with “the medals
and the write-ups”.

Mick O’Connell, for argument’s
sake, is surely as famous here in
Ireland as George Best. But tell

me, have you heard yet of Mick
being invited to open a super-
market ? Not that he would, I
daresay, but I imagine you get
the point I am trying to make.

Every year, we have hundreds
of young men, all” working
towards the one ambition of win-
ning the All-Ireland in either foot-
ball or hurling. As the race nar-
rows down, the publicity intensi-
fies and by the time we come to
the All-Ireland finals, the names
of the same young men become
almost daily words. They are
photographed, their careers are
dealt with in detail, they appear
on television, on radio and they
are quoted day after day.

But while in similar instances,
George Best and Bobby Moore
would be loading their cars for
the banks, our young men, the
heroes of the hour, are collect-
ing nothing.

And yet, when a final comes
around, they will battle just as
fiercely and as dedicated as Best
and Moore for glory.

But not for the same rewards.
While our young men get the
medals and the write-ups the
Bests and the Moores get the
medals, the write-ups, — and the
small fortunes that go with them.

Surely in these days, there can
now be a case for even a mild
professionalism in Gaelic games?

I’'m not going to suggest for a
moment that it should be wide-
spread. But I do feel that it could
begin for the teams that have
won their provincial finals and
who have moved into the all-
Ireland series.

For instance, it would not be
too much to suggest £50 for
every player in an All - Ireland
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semi-final and £100 for every
man in the All-Ireland final.

For a young man, that money
could be the price of an engage-
ment ring, or a start towards a
deposit for a house. . . or for a
thousand other things.

And it would be some extra
compensation for the long, dedi-
cated hours of training.

I put my case to three well-
known Meath footballers 1in
Navan one Sunday night 1In
August, just after they had spent
several hours in a long training
session.

Incidentally at that moment
they were drinking minerals. I
was drinking harder stuff and so
too were a few friends of mine.

And I pointed out that while
every round I bought could be
charged against expenses, every
round the players bought was
coming out of their own pockets.
Yet, they were helping us to do
our business; we were interview-
ing them for the newspapers.

I'm not going to give their
names but when I posed the
question of payment for the All-
Ireland semi-finals and final 1n
the terms of £50 and £ 100, two
of them agreed with me whole-
heartedly and the other, while he
liked the idea, said it might tend
to change the whole aspect of
Gaelic games.

Later that evening, in bigger
company, I tossed out the matter
again and noticeably, while two
GAA officials condemned the
idea, all the players in the com-
pany agreed that they would not
turn their backs on money.

Now, I am voicing the same
suggestion here.

Among the readers of this
magazine, there must be hun-
dreds of old All-Ireland players
who wound up with nothing more
than the medals and the write-
ups.

Tell me . . . would you have
said no to £50 or £100 with
those medals and write-ups ?

Well what do you think ?
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SHE was young, lovely, attractive—and in

#

my company. Better still she was listen-
ing. And, of course, I was exerting myself just
a little. After all, when a charming teen-ager By

seems to be enjoying the company of a middle- pPHJLJP
aged man, which I am, one does tend to exert

oneself. Needless to remark, I was exagger- RODERICK
ating, too.

“It must be wonderful to be a

sportswriter’—she sighed and I'd

swear there were stars in her
eyes at the time — “You go
everywhere, you see all the great

games and you meet all those
famous people”’,

You should have heard me
from there on. The Lies! They got
better every minute. By the time

A
SERIOUS
REFLECTION
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I was finished that adorable child
must have believed that I was a
cross between George Harrison,
Val Doonican, Ernest Heming-
way, Samuel Beckett, Christy
Ring, Mick O’Connell, Eamonn
Young and Nicky Rackard.

Which I am not—of course.

It i1s a wonderful life, being a
sportswriter. After all, wouldn’t
vou love to be one? And don’t
you believe quite seriously that
you could do the job much better
than most of us? Just imagine
getting paid for watching sport
. . . free tickets for all the big
games . . . Invitations to every
sports reception . . . it’s a great
life, isn’t it?

But it is not all the bed of roses
that you might think. Outside of
the obvious fact that eventually
you run foul of almost everyone
vou ever write about—and risk a
good belt in the face every now
and then for doing so—there are
a few other trials and tribul-
ations that most of you don’t
realise or suspect,

Here, let me tell you about just
one day—a day this summer
when your man—you know, the
fellow I travel with and who
works for one of TIreland’s
national newspapers—went off to
Limerick to work at the Munster
hurling final.

We met, as 1s our wont, at
Liberty Hall, Dublin at 9 o’clock
on the Sunday morning. I was
still half-starved—I had to make
my own breakfast and it wasn’t
the best—and he was flustered
and angry. He had set the clock
for 7 o’clock and, of course, it
didn’t go off. The result was a
hurried dash to Mass, a mixum-
getherum breakfast of soggy
crispies and underdone rashers
and sausages with a pallid egg,



and then an irritating, frustrating
drive down into the city to meet
me.

However, I promised him. we
would make up for it with a
really good lunch at Michael Gil-
martin’s in Nenagh.

So far so good. We drove along
nicely and gently towards Lime-
rick, ran into Mass traffic at Naas,
Newbridge, Monasterevan, Port-
laoise, Roscrea . . . you name the
town and we met every bit of
traffic you could imagine.

We were dead late getting into
Nenagh and, naturally, we had to
drop into the Gilmartin’s new
motel on the way into the town.
It was ideal for lunch. But the
way to the dining room had one
insurmountable barrier. The bar.

And, would you believe i,
there were men there, old
friends, all anxious to buy. And,
of course, we did not resist the
very obvious and welcome tempt-
ation.

Time was all gone to hell when
we finally sat down for lunch. An
excellent menu—but not the way
we treated it. Bring it all together
—soup, main course, sweet and
coffee!—that was our order and
it took us less than 10 minutes to
polish off the lot. What a dread-
ful way to treat good food.

On to Limerick, but by now the
traffic for the mateh was building
up. We were down to a snail’s
pace before we reached Anna-
cotty. On we crawled, inch by

chaos!

inch and eventually, upset,
sweaty and more than irritated
we got to the ground. The minor
match was then at halftime.

We fought our way Iin. Yes,
fought . . . and, indeed, if it had
not been for Seamus Power of
Waterford, we would never have
battled our way into the ground.

Up to the Press box. More
A nice, rotund priest,
flanked by a few more gentlemen
of the cloth were firmly rooted in
our seats. Immovable! Even-
tually—and by then I had lost
your man—I would up sitting on
the steps of the stand, a pillar in
my way and four young Tipper-
ary boys, yelling and roaring
their heads off right behind my
ears. Comfort?

When it was all over, one kind
policeman told us of a short cut
to Nenagh. Out the back road,
around by Ardnacrusha and
straight on to Nenagh. By the
time we found the right road, we
had gone at least 10 miles out of
our way—and time was dis-
appearing fast again.

Now vour man likes to take
time to write his reports—a few
hours or more—and that’s prob-
ably why he is one of the best
men at his job in Ireland. I'm
inclined to work fast, wrap 1t up
quickly and get on the phone.

I dashed off my report and
headed for the phone box. There
with his back to me, hunched
over the phone, and looking half-

asleep to me, was a young man.
There was no budge in him.

Five minutes later I banged on
the door. He woke up slightly but
seemed totally unconcerned with
the fact that I was waving my
copy at him.

Ten minutes later, reluctantly
and surly, he finally got out of
the box and I rang the exchange.
Another five minutes passed
before I got the operator. I was
put through to our office in Dub-
lin, to copy, only to be told that

the copytaker was busy and
would ring me back In five
minutes.

Twenty minutes later I rang
back again. Still no joy; he was
still busy and would call me.
Another quarter of an hour
passed and then—I knew it was
going to happen—one of the
residents wanted to use the phone
and she looked as though she
intended a long session.

I tried the public telephone 1n
the street. Our office in Dublin
was engaged. I walked back to
the hotel to discover that the
phone was available and that a
call had come through for me a
few minutes earlier.

I rang Dublin again to find one
angry copytaker. “Where the
bloody hell were you?’—he
asked. I didn’t bother to tell him
“Let’s get this bloody copy over”
—1I told him.

And he was a lulu of a copy-
® TO PAGE 52

STEEL STRUCTURES,GAT

ES & RAILINGS

ENQUIRIES SOLICITED

PHONE: 777661 - 7174849.
51

FISHAMBLE STREET. DUBLIN. _

- _— RN aF b



® FROM PAGE 51

taker. I knew I was in for trouble
when he asked me to spell Lough-
nane when I mentioned the Tip-
perary forward.

If you have never given copy
on a phone, let me assure you
that it can be a hazardous affair.
Just to give you an example let
me quote you the case of another
friend of mine, who was giving a
story to an Irish national paper
this summer.,

He was trying to put over the
name of Seamus Murphy, the
Kerry corner back. But the copy
taker couldn’t catch the word
Seamus. Eventually our friend
spelled it out for him, starting
with “S for Stanley”. And that
God love us, is how it appeared
in the paper the following day.
Stanley Murphy! That still has
not been forgotten down in
Kerry.

However, I got all my copy

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

@ FROM PAGE 40

through after half an hour and
then I waited for your man to
finish his story. As he was going
to the phone, I ordered a meal
for both of us.

An hour later, after I had
demolished a fine steak. there
was still no sign of him. He was

still in the box and the air with-

in yards of the box was blue with
some of the finest curses I have
heard for vears.

Some of the residents of the
hotel were intrigued. They were
seated within good hearing dis-
tance and they loved every
minute of it. Particularly when
he lost his temper which was
happening about every 10
seconds. Things I suspected were
not going too well with the copy-
taker.

He eventually sat down for his
meal at quarter past eleven, but
even then he was still anything
but calm. I had to endure all his
troubles, colourfully described in
some magnificently foul lan-
guage, for another hour.

And we were still faced with
a drive of almost 100 miles back
to Dublin!

It was well after 3 o’clock in
the morning when 1 finally
crawled into my bed in Dublin.
Swearing, as usual, that I would

ﬁJ O N M Uﬁ”R PIH]Y never do it again, but knowing
AR ANE AR OB (C| full well that I would have to.
dcluNIN[1|N]a|H]A M A You can multiply that little day
KN L BN R E R T cf incidents by at least a hundred

ClE|N|E|s N| A every year . . . and then you say
CE Y AB*HEE OB M| it's a wonderful life. Of course,

D vl INlA N 1t is, i:n_at they say rth_at a sp_unrts
M 1 & b c - Journalist of over 6(Q is a rarity.
I often say thag

JICloININOILIL 14 4 some other

GEN DN ERNNE u living.

El& LY K But then, Wio would,
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