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Still working on his life’s ambition to find still more
ways of cramming more of the choicest, juiciest
Peaches, Pears, Apricots and Fruit Salad into the
S.P.C. can, Mr. McKenzie is also making darn sure
that millions of women know what he’s up to.

With a hefty (the only word he knows) poster and
T.V. campaign he’s persuading housewives to make
up their minds about canned fruit, and so buy S.P.C.
—the cans that are always solidly filled with really

good, carefully chosen fruit.
High time you did a ‘McKenzie’ with S.P.C. cans

on your shelves.
Peaches, Pears, Apricots,
Fruit Cocktail, Fruit Salad

and Two Fruits.
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The flavourstarts

in the sunshine and showers
of a North Carolina summer.
Golden ripe tobacco

slowly matured
~and caretullyselected
jﬁ:rx:: for Numberl.
\% Good tobacco does taste
W so much better.

———

e taste of good tobacco
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COVER PHOTO

UR cover photo this month features an action shot from the
Galway v. Down National Football League Semi-Final game at

Croke Park on the 28th April,

1968.

Jim Milligan (Down) is

shown in the foreground being pressed for possession by Galway's
Colin McDonagh. The Down man in the extreme background is

Peter Rooney.

CONGRESS ON CIRCUIT

ONGRESS goes on circuit this
year. For the first time 1n
more than half a century, the
annual assembly of the G.A.A.’s
legislators will move out of
Dublin. Galway is the venue for
the event at Easter—which falls
at the end of this month—and it
is expected that it will rotate
around the provinces after that.

Any move, whether by Govern-
ment or other bodies, to ‘‘decen-
tralise” is to be welcomed. The
capital city 1s top-heavy: provin-
cial cities and towns have been
by-passed for too long by the big
conference organisers, who seem
to think that the facilities they
require, in accommodation and
communications, are available
only in Dublin.

Political parties have set an un-
fortunate example by holding
their Ard-Fheiseanna in the capi-
tal every year. As a result of a
Galway proposal at last year’s
Congress, the G.A.A. have now
set a lead.

They have broken with estab-
lished tradition. There 1s no
reason why they should regret it.
For one thing, Congress dele-
gates will enjoy a change of
scene. The spotlight of publicity
and the influx of people will bene.-
fit the various centres.

Only one group of people may
suffer from the change: the news-
paper reporters who cover Con-
gress and their colleagues in the
head offices of the papers In
Dublin and elsewhere, whose pro-
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duction deadlines may Dbe
seriously upset by delays in trans-
mission of “copy”.

Those delays can be avoided if
the G.A.A. makes sure that
adequate facilities are made
available for the pressmen, at
Galway this month and wherever
future Congresses may be held.
The Western Regional Tourism
Organisation are helping the
Assoclation to organise Congress
1970. The onus of facilitating the
press now rests as much upon
them as it does on the officers of
the Central Counecil.

Outside of Croke Park and a
few other grounds, the G.A.A. 1s
not noted for its interest in the
conditions under which pressmen
report games. Seating and shel-
ter for reporters are not provided
at many big venues. That i1s a
shameful state of affairs. ‘

The coverage of Congress 1s a
very exacting task for the press
corps, not only in the matter
of accurate reporting which
applies to any run-of-the-mill
game or board meeting—but also
in the volume of the material
they produce.

Facilities to set up adequate
communications with their offices
will be paramount at the forth-
coming assembly in Galway. If
the organisers fall down in this
instance, the amount of page
space allotted to Congresses of
the future (except when held in
Dublin) may be of necessity cur-
tailed in the morning papers.
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LEINSTER SELECTORS MADE A BIG MISTAKE ......
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EN I read the Leinster foot-

ball selection to represent
the province in the Railway Cup
semi-final against Connacht my
first reactlon was one of amaze-
ment and utter disgust. How
could the selectors be so blind as
to omit the best left half back in
the country? I am of course,
referring to Meath’s Pat Reynolds
who was awarded the number
seven spot on my ‘“team of the
year” in the December issue of
GAELIC SPORT.

The fact that the Royal County-
man failed to gain recognition
from the Leinster officials does
not alter his rating in my form
books.

Since Pat Reynolds was sprung
from the substitute’s bench to
make his senior inter-county
debut against Louth in the 1964
Leinster semi-final, he has not
looked back and his consistent
brilliance has been a feature of
Meath’s many successes over the
last few seasons.

The Walterstown defender has
not lost his place since that sum-
mer day nearly six years ago. He
was only eighteen years old then
and this debut presented a make
or break test for the immature
youngster. Being thrown into the
big-time at such tender years has
often proved the undoing of pro-
mising newcomers and many of
them tend to fade from the lime-
light because they gain inter-
county honours at too early an
age.

But not so with Reynolds, and
from a promising eighteen year
old 1n 1964 Pat has developed
iInto a positively brilliant and
fully mature twenty-four year old
in this, the first year of the
seventies. Of course, with for-
wards it is easier for spectators
to look back and single out the

outstanding  performances 1n
thelr careers by recalling scores
taken or made. Perhaps a bril-
liant save or a neat clearance will
not stick in the mind as long.

‘But in the case of Pat Reynolds
it is a trifle difficult to select his
foremost display for his ceunty,
as consistent brilliance has been
a hallmark of his play since first
wearing the green and gold jer-
sey. When Meath bridged a
thirteen year gap by taking the
All-Ireland senior football title in
1967 their left half back gave a
performance in stepping with
such a momentous occasion.

On the other hand when the
holders lost their crown, losing
to Longford in the following
year’s provincial semi-final, Rey-
nolds was one of the few mem-
bers of the team to recapture the
form of the previous autumn,
proving that he does not need to
be on a winning side to display
his unlimited footballing talents.

These are just two games which
immediately come to mind. There
are many others which would
come back 1f pressure was
exerted on the brain. While Pat
has been wearing the green and
gold jersey with great distinction,
he has also turned 1In many
inspiring hours in the black of
his club, Walterstown. This club
has progressed from junior ranks
to the intermediate grade and are
now one of the leading senior
teams in the county. Their inter-
county hero has played more than
his part in such progress.

Reynolds usually lines out at
midfield in club matches and was
tried in this position against Kil-
dare in last year’s first round
championship game. Perhaps he
was unlucky enough to come up
against Jack Donnelly at his bril-
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Says NOEL COOGAN

liant best to show his real worth
in that vital area. But the defen-
sive role seems to suit Pat better
and the county selectors quickly
switched him back.

Although the great Walters-
towman may be listed as a
defender he is undoubtedly one
who firmly believes that attack-
ing movements can be started
from defence. Many of his slick
upfield passes or quick sallies
have resulted in scores at the
other end. Another delightful
feature of Pat Reynolds’s play is
his tireless energy and unceasing
work rate.

A few weeks ago I saw him
playing in a county trial at Pairc
Tailteann, An Uaimh. The pairing
was the Meath 1967 title winning
team versus a Rest of Meath
selection and the object was ob-
viously to try and form some
kind of an idea as to what shape
the county side would take in the
coming months. Many men had a
chance #to prove themselves
before the selectors in this mateh.
But Reynolds had no need to do
so. His current form was well and
truly proven and while some of
his title-winning team-mates had
sadly fallen from their high
standards of a couple of years
ago he had progressed strongly
in the opposite direction. Bearing
this in mind one could not have
blamed Pat for strolling through
the trial in a casual manner.

But the great Meathman was
not content to do just what is
asked of him and in his usual un-
tiring fashion he was clearing his
line one moment, setting up an
attack the next and shooting for
scores another. Just another ex-
ample of the attributes which
goes towards sorting out the dif-
ference between a good player
and a great one.
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Jim could run like a bat out of h . . .
And kick most amazingly well,

But the ref took his name

Ere the end of the game

For powering his footwear with Shell.

GOOD MILEAGE —



JAY DRENNAN discusses the big, big
question in GAA circles this month

WHO'S NEXT

FOR THAI

HOT SEAT?

THE Presidency of the Associ-

atton has now, at length,
come to be recognised as the all-
important position it is, and the
result is the amount of interest
which has been paid to the
nomination and consideration of
candidates this year. I cannot
remember a time when there was
such a fever of excitement sur-
rounding the election. Indeed, 1
remember a year when the
business of the election of a new
President was rather inclined to
be considered as just one of
those things by many of the
delegates at Congress. There
were times when they were not
particularly pushed about who
got the job.

No doubt that was a virtuous
situation in itself, since it prob-
ably meant that the delegates
were quite satisfied with the
candidates—that all were worthy
fellows and none of them would
be unworthy of the job. Did I
say job ? It was considered for
a long time as an honour, first
and foremost, and as a rather
burdensome honour with quite a
lot of time involved, only in the

second place. All men of stature
who had spent the greater part
of a lifetime in the service of
the Assoclation were considered
eligible, and, of those, the one
of most eminence was usually
elected. ’

Not any more. Every county is
conscious of the fact that the
best man must get the jJob,
nowadays, and they have shown
this by their selection and back-
ing of candidates at their Con-
ventions or County Committees.
Even when they had no interest
in the ©position themselves,
directly, with no candidate of
their own, nor even a friend of
long-standing from a nearby
county, there has been intense
interest shown in the merits of
those who are gn offer.

To this extent, it is possible,
in some manner, to estimate
which of the candidates will do
well when the election comes up
for decision. There will be some,

of course, who will play their

cards near their chests, and
there will be a few surprises,
where apparent promises will
not be honoured, but, in general

7

SEAMUS O RIAIN . . . who will
succeed him as President ?

the methods of the contest for
President might be Ilikened to
that for the Presidency of the
U.S., where the primaries give a
solid and, wusually, dependable
indication of the result of the
General Election.

A great deal of interest, of
course, has surrounded the can-
didacy of John “Kerry” O’Don-
nell, and, it may be that the fact
that his name has been in the
field since early on has stimu-
lated some of the serlous con-
sideration which has been given
to this year’s election at local
level.

O’Donnell, too, has been quite
strongly supported, and there
seems to be a strong ground-
swell of opinion which says that
it is fed up with the slow, steady
progress through affairs which
has been traditional. They ap-
pear to be declaring for a new
dea] when they have declared for
O’Donnell, and, in my mind,
there 1s little doubt that the
same opinion would have backed
any candidate who promised the
same dynamism as O’Donnell.

® TO PAGE 8
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O’Donnell himself has said
nothing about his plans in pub-
lic, but I have it from a reliable
source that he will not stand for
the Presidency. If he does not,
the whole picture will have to
be re-painted again, and, of
course, the votes which are tied
up for him will have a tremen-
dous bearing on the final deci-
sion depending on whom they
will go to.

As this is not at all clear,
since we do not know what the
second cholce of the majority of
those who nominated O’Donnell
would have been, it is a matter,
merely, for surmise that they
would go to the candidate next
in order of progressiveness in
the changing current of to-day’s
world; the one whose record of
getting things done would be
comparable to O’Donnell’s.

Two old favourites are back in
the field again: Tom Woulfe and
Padraig O Fainin, In Woulfe’s
case, certainly, and in O Fainin’s
to a certain extent, attitudes to
these men tend to become
polarised round the Ban rules.
Woulfe has been a long time in
tavour of deleting the Ban rules;
O Fainin has been equally coura-
geous 1n opting for retention. It
1s certainly to be hoped that the
undoubted ability and capacity
for work of both men will not
be lost sight of because of other
things.

There 1s a whole bunch of
candidates in the field, in faect.
Feeney from the North will com-
mand his own strong backing
and must seem likely to put up
a strong fight. Woulfe can go
nearer than ever before. O’Don-
nell, if he ran, would be in at
the kill. All this is easy to
ascertain from a glance at the
amounts of support already
openly committed to these men.

O Fainin stands a slight
favourite, I suppose, this year,
though not so hot a tip as he

@® TO PAGE 56
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THE EDITOR MADE ME

WIGGLE MY TOES!

HAT a prophet is not without honour #
except in his (or should it be her?) own CAMOGIE
country was never conveyed to me more forc-
ibly than was the case the other day when I by
got a letter from the Editor asking me to com-
ment ‘as forcibly as I wished’ on a report in a Agnes
paper that volley-ball, basket-ball and inter- Hourigan

national games of that kind are pushing cam-

ogie out of the convent schools.

And the reason that his letter
made me really wriggle my toes
was quite simply this. Less than
two years ago, 1n these very
pages of this magazine, I laid
down or thought I laid down the
law in my views on these very
matters.

I pointed out that In some
schools the trend was away from
outdoor games towards those that
could be played indoors, or at
least on covered courts 1n all
weathers, and I said I thought
this, while commendable in bad
weather, could be a sad mistake
by depriving children of outdoor
exercise.

I said that while I had no ob-
jection to gymnasium or hard-
court games as such, I felt that
field games and such open-alr
exercises must be encouraged as
well.

Furthermore, I pointed out
that while international com-
petition was a great Incentive, it
must also be remembered that as
far as I know, the teams con-
cerned had to put up their own
expenses for many of these inter-
national trips, and that was an
aspect that had to be taken into
consideration.

I did point out that as an
answer to International com-

petition at Colleges level, the
Camogie Assoclation must at
least provide national com-
petition. And at least some
people must have read what I
said, Dbecause within twelve
months we had the first All-
Ireland Colleges camogie cham-
pionship, and the success of that
venture has been the most out-
standing feature of camogie In
the past couple of years.

Now, unless I read the news-
paper article in question en-
tirely out of context, the refer-
ence to basket-ball and volley-ball
driving out camogie was In the
context of one Munster county.
But it would be very unfair to
the Convent schools of dthat
county to suggest that they had
abandoned camogie in favour of
those games.

I have been in close touch with
Colleges camogie since Colleges
games began to be properly or-
ganised on a wide scale within
the past decade and never in that
period had we until this year,
Convent schools affiliated from
that particular county.

This year as a result, a direct
result in my opinion of the
establishment of the All-Ireland
Colleges championship four
teams, representing two Convent

9

schools played from that county
in the Munster championship.

That 1s at least a beginning
where we had nothing before and
judging by the amazing expan-
sion of the Munster Colleges
championship this year, I have
no doubts at all that, just as soon
as schools realise that there are
properly organised competitions
in which pupils are welcome
to take part, the number of
schools participating will grow
even larger.

Let us take Leinster, a pro-
vince with which I have been
pretty closely connected as far
as the development of the game
in the schools 1s concerned.

Leinster has better facilities
for the playing of basket-ball,
volley-ball and such games than
any other province. Yet,
year after year, the number of
schools participating in the pro-
vincial camogie competitions has
increased. Beginning with six
less than ten years ago, there are
now 22 schools affiliated, and
between senilor and junior com-
petition this season there are
nearly thirty teams in the field—
a record.

What is more, in the process
of helping to organise these com-
petitions I have never met any-
thing but enthusiasm and co-
operation from the Convent
Schools and their superiors. In
my experience, through all these
years, there was only one instance
of a group of schools—three of
them—abandoning camogle {for
any other game, and these schools
had never taken part in the
Leinster camogie competitions,
but had conducted a confined
competition between themselves.

Schools from eight of the
twelve Leinster counties are at
present playing in the provincial
camogie championships. How
many counties are represented in
the Leinster Schools basket-ball
championships, or the Leinster

® TO PAGE 10
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schools netball championships, if
such competitions exist?

One snag that does arise is this.
That many schools and convents
complain that they find it hard to
get camogle coaches.

Well, that matter, please God,
will not be a problem much
longer. The fact that a team from
Sion Hill is taking part in the
newly formed post-primary col-
leges competition in Dublin
means that the physical educ-
ation teachers from that insti-
tution will have a ground-work in
camogie In future. In addition,
the Leinster Colleges Camogie

Council are holding a coaching
course at the Presentation Con-
vent, Mountmellick, during the
Easter holidays which will be
open not alone to members of
their affiliated teams but to all
P E. teachers and Games Mis-
tresses within the province who
care to attend.

Personally, I see no reason at
all to believe that any other
games are pushing camogie out
of the convent schools. You can-
not push out what, in most
instances, was never there. Only
in the last few years has organ-
ised competitive camogie been
available to the Convent Schools
of Leinster. I have found in

almost every case where schools
have been approached and the
case for camogie put to them,
that the response has been most
enthusiastic at every level from
Reverend Mother down. Before
we criticise any school for not
playing camogie, let us be sure
of two things: (1) that there is a
suitable competition in which
that school can play and (2) that
a direct and personal approach is
made by the organisers of those
competitions.

If these two conditions are
fulfilled I have never found the
results to be anything but en-
couraging, net-ball or no net-ball,
basket-ball or no basket-ball.

*
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In an interview
with
JACK MAHON
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IT is wunusual for a former
player to interview a well-
known Gaelic games reporler.

The boot is usually on the other
foot. MICK DUNNE of the
Irish Press is as well known
throughout Ireland as any of the
football or hurling stars he has
helped largely to cregte. In
twenty years of sports journalism
with the same paper, Mick has
come to know all the great
players of that time. As a col-
lege games reporter, he saw the
future stars parade, saw some of
these flower to full potential later.

Mick, and indeed the other top
G.A.A. reporters, is more deeply
involved in the G.A.A. perhaps
than anyone else in Ireland. The
G.A.A. is his bread and butter.
He wmust be constantly on the
alert, quick to become aware of
any change to the Association, its
officials, its players. Together
with John D. Hickey (Irish Indep-
endent), Paddy Downey (The
Irish Times) and to a lesser extent,
Val Dorgan, Sedn Og O Ceallach-
din, Donal Carroll and the Belfast
daily G.A.A. men, he has formul-
ated objective G.A.A. opinion in
the ’'Sixties.

The first three writers particu-

A WRITER'S FORUM

Pe——

at peak G.AA. time (high-
summer) in almost every G.A.A.
gathering. It is a great tribute to
them that they contribute so much
to public opinion and conversa-

tion. 1 wonder do they realise
how much of a responsibility
they carry.

All three men are friends of
mine. But then, they are friends
of every G.A.A. county player of
the past twenty years. But per-
haps I know them better than
most. Each has his own distinc-
tive style. Mick Dunne is the
superb  statistician. Foolproof
filing system, I would imagine.
Seldom wrong factually. Always
nattily dressed, favours American
cigarettes. John D. Hickey, of the
colourful phrases, obviously a
very loyal Tipperaryman, more
dogmatic than the others and
more given to expressing personal
views. Gives the truest, overall
picture of a game. Paddy Dow-
ney, the best mixer and racon-
teur of all three. Has the best
sense of narrative and in pre-All-
Ireland training camp stories is
easily the most readable.

Perhaps it is because I grew to
know Mick first that I have
selected him here. Maybe it is
because, of all writers, he seemed

ATV ATV YTV VIV ALYV AN

larly are household names in to remain more loval to Galway

every G.A.A. home. Their names  than anybody else. Or maybe

are mentioned hourly especially because . . . let’s leave it at that.
AV

Boot now on the other foot!

Mahon—When did vou join the
Irish Press?

Dunne—1I joined the firm in May,
1949, as a junior librarian and
transferred to the Sports Depart-
ment in September, 1950.

Mahon—How did you apply for
the job? Did it just happen or was
it something vou always wanted?

Dunne—It was something I al-
ways dreamt about as a youth., The
journalistic idol of my youth was
“Green Flag” of the Irish Press.
However, I answered an advertise-
ment for a post in the Irish Press
Library and, after some time, there
was an opening in the sports de-
partment for a junior journalist.

13

During my Library days I had been
doing two-three paragraph reports
of Dublin club gamegs at week-ends.
Somebody thought well enough of
these to have me transferred to the
sports roomi.

Mahon—Where are you from? I
ask this question genuinely for it is

® TO NEXT PAGE
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a tribute to your unbiased writing
that it doesn’t come through to the
public as much as with P. Downey

Th and ]J. D. Hickey.
e Dunne—Judging by letters I have
had from readers over the vears I
. am from—Galway, Down, Kerry—
or as one person I was introduced
hallmar k Of to lately said: “Really, I always
| thought you were from Kilkenny,

you write so much about them.”
In fact, I am from Clonaslee (did

] ] &
dlStl“Ctlve you say, where?) in County Laois,

Mahon—Had you your G.A.A.
heroes in your youth? Who were
@y o they?

wrltlng paper Dunne—Growing up in Laois,
naturally, they were Tommy
Murphy and Bill Delaney. They
were the idols, and because of those
great Laois-Kerry clashes in the
Thirties, Paddy Kennedy was the
ogre . .. but that meant I regarded
him with a mixture of awe and fear.
The hurlers I specially admired
were Jimmy Langton and Harry
Grey and, of course, we all had a
special attachment to Harry even
though he was playing with Dublin,
for he was Laois-born. One of the
great pleasures my job has given
me is the fact that, in latter years,
I have come to know all of these

men well.

Mahon—You started off as a col-
leges’ G.A,A. reporter. Was this a
difficult chore? Perhaps, you could
tell me in brief how you made the
grade to become the paper’s top
é G.A.A, man?

m ad e ln I rela nd Dunne—Far from being a chore,
reporting the colleges’ games, as I

did from 1951-'57, was sheer joy

because of the exceptional high

f s e standard of play at that time. From
or lscer nlng peop e the few colleges’ games I have seen
lately I think the standard has fal-

len off among schoolboys since that

time. As well as covering colleges’

games midweek — and they were

m played mostly on week-days in

e those years — I reported a county

game every Sunday. Therefore re-

porting two, three, sometimes four
games each week gave me valuable
experience quickly. Then in re-

14




organisation in the Sports depart-
e 1957 I was appointed

ment in lat .
Senior G.A.A. reporter and six

years ago I was given the title,
G.A.A, editor.

Mahon—Was it always G.A.A.2
If so was this the way you wanted
it?

Dunne—Unlike most other junior
journalists who cover sport in
general for some years and later
specialise in one Or two sports, I
was designated to Gaelic games
from my entry into the Sports
Department. This was the way I
always wanted it Occasionally
since then I have helped out in an
emergency; in fact I was lucky
enough to have had this happen in
August, 1958, and I reported the
famous Herb Elliott 4-minute mile
at Santry. However, having been
born in a G.A.A. county, reared in
a Gaelic atmosphere and educated
at a Gaelic games playing college,
my real attachment in sport has
first and foremost been to Gaelic
gﬂ[ﬂES.

Mahon—As a sports journalist
who most of all influenced your
style? 1 remember admiring
W.P.M. and A. P. McWeeney in the
Independent about ten or fifteen
years ago. Today Henry Long-
hurst, Michael Parkinson and Brian
Glanville impress me. How about
you?

Dunne—That’s obviously because
you buy the wrong papers! Ser-
iously, I can’t remember being in-
fluenced by one particular style...
one learns from all the best writers,
each writer develops his own in-
dividual style which evolves over
the years. I am an avid reader of
newspapers, but I have wasted all
those years if I have not learned
something from the best journalists
without setting out to copy any-
one’s style, One thing 1 can say:
the writers who impressed me most
ten-fifteen vears ago would not to-
day.

Mahon—But then all these I've
mentioned got or get plenty of
space in their respective papers as
vou do now. Is it difficult for the
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MICK DUNNE, and his wife Lily, pictured with their children (from left):
Eileen (12), Moira (7), and Una (10).

junior reporter to make the break-
through?

Dunne—There is no break-
through in the way it happens in
the theatre: a famous producer des-
cending on an amateur performance
and overnight you are a star! It
may be a case of being in the right
place at the right time, say, if some-
one leaves your newspaper, Or
moves to another department, and
the sports editor or editor believes
you are capable of stepping into the
vacancy. It may be a case of ap-
plying for a job on a paper and get-
ting it—or one paper asking you to
leave your own and join them to
fill a vacancy. I suppose the Irish
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Press management were satisfied
with the work of my earlier years
to put me in charge of the G.A.A.
when the opportunity arose. Cer-
tainly, my experience gained at col-
leges’ games helped.

Nowadays there is a formal train-
ing course in journalism (Rath-
mines College of Commerce); in my
early days you mostly learned on
the job with the help and advice of
your older colleagues. 1 was ex-
actly two weeks in the I1.P. sports
room when I was sent to London
for an All-Ireland junior football
final—and I had never even been
in London beforel Needless to say

® TO PAGE 17
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[ was scared stiff, but it worked out
411 right—at least I was not sacked
when 1 got back.

Mahon—Do you feel that journa-
lists in general are able to meet the
challenge of the television age?

Dunne—Is there a challenge?
Even when the All-Ireland finals
.re televised live, and therefore
secen by millions of people rather
than just thousands as pre-1962,
the sales of the newspapers increase
on the following morning. On the
Monday after the finals the aver-
age daily sales of the Dublin mor-
ning papers increase by 3349% 1in
the two competing counties, 25%
in the remaining very ‘‘strong”
hurling or football counties (say
Tipperary, Wexford, Limerick last
year in hurling; Mayo, Galway,
Down, Meath, Cavan etc. in foot-
ball) and about 10% in almost all
the other counties. So the fact
that people have seen the game the
day before does not mean that they
still do not want to read about it.

Apart from the live telecasts,
television only skims the surface
of the current news: because of the
limitations of the medium it cannot
cover the news in depth with all the
details, comment and statistics
found in a newspaper.

Mahon—I'm sure you’'ve some
experience of television. How does
it compare?

Dunne—Different, mighty diffe-
rent, but very interesting. From
the occasional appearances I have
made I find it a pleasant experience
and because of the difference to
newspaper journalism I find it an
intriguing challenge.

Mahon—Do you like being re-
cognised or have you got used to
this now?

Dunne—Are any of us so blessed
with the virtue of true humility
that our pride is not stirred by
praise or recognition? There is
some pleasure in being recognised
by vour readers, but it is not always
a blessing . . . !

Mahon—Have you ever thought
of writing a book such as “Twenty
Years of G.A.A. Journalism?” You

have every chance you know. Your-
self and John D. Hickey edited an
“Our Games Annual” on one occa-
sion but as far as I remember it
was much too statistical for the
ordinary reader.

Dunne—A book . . . yes, I have
thought about it and thought about
it: in fact, I am exceptional at
thinking about it, but have never
gone further. Too lazy, I suppose.
The “Our Games” you mention was

"at a time when a regular format for

the annual had not been fully de-
veloped or decided upor. Look
at the first two or three editions
and not one bears any resemblance
to its predecessor or successor. In
the 1962 edition, John Hickey and
I brought the statistics of the

............

The great Tommy Murphy of Laois
—one of Mick Dunne’'s youthful
idols.

G.A.A. up to date for the first time
since 1957. Together, the hurling
and football records have not been
brought up to date since ’62.

Mahon—Have you your favourite
colleges, venues, clubs, counties
players and officials?

Dunne—As [ said earlier, at
some time or other I have been
accused of a thousand prejudices.
But no professional sportswriter, if
he values his job and his reputa-
tion, can afford to have favourites
or prejudices which sway his writ-
ing. After a year’s hurling and
football you write hundreds of
thousands of words about many
teams, but most about the All-
Ireland champions and by the end
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of that year you are bound to have
someone tell you: *“Oh, you can
only see one team.” Recently, my
wife was introduced to a lady who
said: “Your husband writes the
G.A.A. He’s a great Kerryman
isn’'t he?” Last year it was Kerry,
a few years ago Galway and before
that Down.
Mahon—Do you find the G.A.A.
much too sensitive to criticism?
Dunne—Aren’t we all! Certainly
all sports organisations are; if you
don't believe me then spend a
month in the sports department of
a newspaper and read the letters
or listen to the phone calls. The
G.A.A. is no exception.
Mahon—Have G.A.A. games de-
teriorated? If so how much and
how in your opinion can the de-
terioration be curbed?
Dunne—Football has. Hurling
has constricted to the traditional
hurling areas, but the standard has
not fallen off a great deal. The
speed-up of football and the greater
emphasis on team-work have been
blessings in disguise because de-
fenders have more and more to
resort to ““tactical” fouling, pulling
and dragging, to stop forwards, es-
pecially the cute, nippy forwards.
Mahon—Will we ever get the
Unionists in the North to play our
games? Putting it another way
will we ever make it possible for
them to play Gaelic games with us?
Dunne—We may make 1t pos-
sible for them—and don’t forget
we would have to change from
Sunday sport—but it is a pipe-
dream to expect (or hope?) that
they would play Gaelic games. We
must be realists and admit that
people born and reared (indoctri-
nated?) in a Unionist atmosphere
would not touch anything Gaelic.
To them, Gaelic games are “for-
eign” games. Neither would many
people in the south play them, not
even many of the schools which
now play other games. The Ban
has nothing to do with this; it is
merely used as an excuse. It's
really an attitude of mind, the re-
sult of upbringing in a certain en
® TO PAGE 18
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vironment. It’s much the same in
England; certainly rugby people
and rugby schools wouldn't
“touch” soccer with a 40-foot pole.

Mahon—Will the Ban be gone
before the year is out?

Dunne—N ot possible before
Congress 1971 at the earliest and
even then it will not go. Of course,
it’s going, slowly—ever so slowly,
but when? 1 used to think ‘not in
my lifetime’, but now I believe it
could happen before this new
decade ends.

Mahon—Name the greatest
players, greatest scores and the
greatest games you’ve seen (five in
each case and not in order).

Dunne—OQh, dear ... there have
been so many great players I have
been privileged to see—and so
many I didn’t have the privilege of
reporting on. Let’s stick to the
ones I have written about as 2
sportswriter and that cuts out the
immortals I have seen such as
Tommy Murphy, Paddy Kennedy,
the late Dan O’Keeffe, and Mick
Mackey. The greats I have repor-
ted regularly: Sean Purcell, Mick
O'Connell, Sean Flanagan, Sean
O’Neill, Kevin Heffernan. In hur-
ling: Jimmy Langton, Christy Ring,
Tony Wall, Seanie Duggan and
Ollie Walsh.

Great scores: Oliver McGrath’s
cheeky goal in the 1960 senior hur-
ling final for Wexford, a miracle
goal by Patsy O'Hagan for Down
from the left corner flag of Wem-
bley Stadium in ’59, the Purcell-
Stockwell goal in the 1957 National
Football League final against
Kerry, Mick O’Dwyer’s first goal in
the replay of last year’s Grounds’
Tournament final and most of
Ringey’s goals for Cork were worth
remembering.

Memorable games I have covered
were the °’58 Wexford-Limerick
N.H.L. final, the ’59 drawn All-
Ireland hurling final (Waterford v.
Kilkenny), the 1960 Wexford-Tip-
perary final, the 1959 Kerry-Dublin
football semi-final, but the one that
was sheer delight was the Kildare-
Cork 1965 under-21 football final.



Mahon—Do yourself and, if I
may call them, your rival reporters
paddy Downey and John Hickey
always cover the same game and do
you travel together to games in the
country?

punne—Not always the same
game, there are Sundays when we
are at different venues. Occasion-
ally we travel together but hardly
more than three or four times a
year.

Mahon—Isn’t there a danger that
travelling together to games would
tend to present a collective rather
than an individual viewpoint in
your reports. How do you com-
bat this?

Dunne—Travelling TO games
presents no problem. By the time
we start to travel back (on the few
occasions we are together) we have
already written our reports and
phoned them to our papers. So
there’s no problem there really.
Every sportswriter I know has a
sense of urgency to get down to
writing his report immediately
after a match and have it trans-
mitted to his paper (by phone, or
teleprinter in some cases) as soon
as possible — chat, food and/or
drink comes later, often much
later. As anyone who has seen us
G.A.A. writers operating in, say,
Limerick, at a Munster final knows
we usually spread out along the
press bench—or move to separate
positions on the stand—and get to
work with pen or typewriter within
minutes of the final whistle. I can
honestly say that in 20 years of
sportswriting I have never known
a case of a collective viewpoint hav-
ing been presented. If three people
—or ten—see a game the same way
that doesn’t mean they have held a
conference about presenting a col-
lective view of the game.

Mahon—Remember the Tippe-
rary and Derry assertions of a
“gang-up” on your part a few years
ago. I thought they were both very
childish at the time but they had a
point, however small it was.

Dunne—You could hardly agree
they had a point if you believe it
childish. In the unfortunate after-
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were reported for the “Irish Press” by Mick Dunne.

math of the 68 League final there
was an accusation of a “gang-up”
but I don’t think that even the
Tipperary people who were most
angry with us really believed it. As
it happened at that game, Paddy
Downey, John Hickey and I were
well spread out on the Croke Park
press box that day, and not sitting
side-by-side, and we travelled back
to our offices separately in our own
cars. I assure you, at no time did
we discuss a “gang-up”. Just think
about it for a minute: what would
we have to gain by “ganging-up” on
any team or teams? On the con-
trary we would have a lot to lose—
our credibility and respect among
our readers, but mostly our jobs, If
any reporters were irresponsible
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enough to decide among themselves
that they would *slam’ a particular
team they could expect to be
sacked by their newspapers—and
deservedly so.

Mahon—Are you inclined to
overdramatise the sporting occa-
sion? What are you inclined to
seek in a story?

Dunne—OQverdramatise . . . Ccer-
tainly not, consciously or delibera-
tely. An All-Ireland final or any
other “big” match is filled with
drama and atmosphere and as a
lover of hurling and football I be-
come immersed in the atmosphere
of the occasion. I try to reflect
this atmosphere and the enjoyment

of a game, but I never set out to
@ TO PAGE 39
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HE old adage that a change is
as good as a rest is applic-
able to football as much as any
other part of our life. Rather
than lay off for a period because
of the strain of competition we
should change our routine for a
while. The change in itself is
often the cure for flagging
interest.

There is little need to convince
anyone any more that interest in
the Railway Cup competition 1S
flagging and sagging badly. That
it should do so was almost in-
evitable — for the competition
was basically an exhibition com-
petition from the start—just a
G.AA. show-piece for St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations. In
itg early days and indeed up to
the last five years or so, it was
quite successful—as a celebra-
tion of St. Patrick’s Day, What
it has never been, I think, and
what it should always have been
—was the top class competition
it could have been.

If one is prepared to overlook
the gross inequalities of provin-
cial playing strength, I suppose
the idea of an inter-provincial
competition was a winner. Other
sports organise them and revel
in them, so way not the G.AA.

It was a pity that this competi-
tion was selected to honour St.
Patrick, for its fallure now may
reflect on our attitude to our
National Saint.

The fundamental error made
was in the playing of the com-
petition at the beginning of the
season rather than at the end of

it. The standard of performance
in the preliminary rounds has
deteriorated pathetically and
with it the spectator attendance
or, one could argue, spectators
found more interesting things to
do at this time of the year than
watch half-fit or unfit players
Aounder about on a cold Sunday
afternoon in February. They
would wait for the final and if it
were a good day, they'd go up to
the Park or if not, they’d sit at
home and with their shamrock
neatly pinned to their coat lapels,
sit down in the comfort of their
own home to watch the game on
T.V. Who could blame them ?

I believe that the Railway Cup
competition could be a glamour
event. I think it could fulfil many
useful ends like producing a very
high standard of play, promotion
tor the better county players,
develop better relations between

counties within the province and

it would be a fitting climax to
the year’s events.

As it stands, it is badly
organised and administered, it is
practically ignored by Munster,
and it serves little useful pur-
pose. It has become an embar-
rassment almost to the G.A.A.

If we must do something big
in the G.A.A. to honour St.
Patrick and to put the Associa-
tion in the forefront of National
Organisations which do some-
thing big on March 17, I think
we should declare St. Patrick’s
Day as the opening day of the
season, fix as many matches as
we could for that day and thus
ensure that all over the country
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G.A.A. people would be playing
or watching local games. In this
way, a great tribute would be
paid by the G.A.A, and this tri-
hute would involve thousands of
players and tens of thousands of
spectators.

I don’t believe that a provin-
cial team ever represents the
best team that could be produced
because of the methods of selec-
tion. Selectors from various
counties fight for “their” man
and once he’s on they're satis-
fied. This method of selection is
responsible for less than full-
strength county teams also. If
there were a provincial team
manager appointed each year at
the beginning of the season he
could tour the province and
select a panel. Then he could
have a couple of week-end trials
and finally select the team he
thought would win the competi-
tion for the province.

This method would encourage
players throughout the season
and the team would be selected
when performances were fresh to
mind—not months and months
after the events, Provincial
panels should be picked soon
after the provincial finals and
the Railway Cup should be
played soon after the All-Ireland
final.

The present Grounds Tourna-
ment is an anti-climax—poor
man’s All-Ireland so to speak.

But the Railway Cup would

round off the season on a high
note.

® OVERLEAF
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The Munster team this year
without the Kerry plavers will
have less chance than usual,
Munster’s record in Railway Cup
football is indicative of their
attitude to the competition —
they've lost interest in it. The
suggestion that an all-Kerry
feam represent Munster in the
first round and then depart for

Australia shows that they had
relegated the competition to the
realms of a practice match. Pity.

Ulster has a very good record
in Railway Cup competitions, but
over the past ten years I've often
wondered how things fare in
other provinces. I remember ar-
riving in the dressing room in
Casement Park one day and meet-
ing some Donegal plavers there.

Neither they nor I had been noti-
fied that we had been selected,
that the game was on, where to
meet or anything !

Perhaps with International
Tours coming up each Spring,
the Railway Cup will be retimed
for October. If this hapepns,
there is a great future for it. If
not, it will continue to fade into
eventual oblivion,
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FAMONN
YOUNG
RECALLS
THE
HALCYON
DAYS

OF

THE
RAILWAY
P
GAMES

I STOOD in the foyer of the

Central Hotel in Exchequer
Street, Dublin, and waited. The
small nineteen-year-old (that was
me) was wearing a light water-
proof coat, for it was February.
Underneath was a pair of white
knicks and a jersey. The jersey
was blue with three crowns on
it and Jack MacCarthy, of
Tralee, had given it to me. His

job was to turn out a Munster
football team, and 1 was one of
the players.

Paddy Bawn Brosnan and Gega
O’Connor passed out. They took
an odd look at me and I saw they
were dressed in clothes. They had
their cases and were rather ob-
viously bound for a game the
same as I was. But they were
dressed. It was then I found out
there were no cars, those being
times of petrol shortage, and the
end result was that I travelled to
Croke Park on the top floor of a
bus in togs on a very cold day.
I felt a bit foolish.

But they were great days, for
people took an interest in the
Railway Cups, an interest stimul-
ated by the preparation put in on
the football field by Kevin Arm-
strong, John Joe Reilly, Alf Mur-
ray, Jim McCullagh and others of
the north. Others, in other pro-
vinces worked for the thing also
but to Ulster in those days we
must hand it.

They didn’t always win but
they raised the blood pressure on
the side-line and that’s half the
battle.

In hurling at the time you had
Paddy Clohessy whipping them
out from centre-back, Jack
Lynch striding freely on the half-
way line and that thunderous,
black-headed wedge of muscle
and guile they called Mackey at
centre-forward.

John Quirke of Cork, and
Jacky Power, now 1n Tralee, two
of the great all-time versatile
players, delighted the crowds and
altogether the hurling was out of
this world.

Paddy Kennedy, big Joe Keo-
hane, and later Noel Crowley, of
Clare; Packey Brennan, of Tip-
perary; Willie Geraghty, Willie
Goodison, Gerry O’Malley, Tom
Langan, Sean Flanagan, Padraic

Carney, Mick Higgins, Weesh
Murphy, Tadgo Crowley, Sean
Purcell, Neally Duggan, Con

McGrath of Clifden, these were
men that made the Railway Cups
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a day of great play and delighted
enthusiasm, for what the people
wanted was standard not so much
result, though God knows, the
players worked hard enough fto
win.,

They often wonder what hap-
pened the Railway Cups. Surely
the answer 1is simple enough.
They have dropped in status
because of greater overall enter-
tainment.

One of the reasons the G.A.A.
hasn’t the same attraction for the
people of Ireland just now is
because there are so many more
forms of entertainment outside
as a result of travel and that
figment of imagination called the
affluent society. The same num-
ber of people are entertained by

a more diverse number of
recreations.
In addition, the people of

to-day (many of whom were
born fifty years ago) are not so
tolerant of restrictive practises,
whether or not they are aimed at
a desirable maintenance of
national standards.

S0 we have
interested.

Another reason why the St.
Patrick’s Day games are not the
highlight they were is because
the G.A.A. now provides more big
days than there were.

The  representative  games
between All-Ireland champions
and the Rest, the tussels with the
Combined Universities and the
selection of this misnomer they
called the Ireland teams, have
taken away from the inter-
provineial series also.

Once there were two or per-
haps three high-lights. There was
the All-Ireland, which still holds
its own and we would want to
make sure that it stays that way:
there were the Railway Cups and
the interesting National League
finals.

Players who hadn’t a great
chance of an All-Ireland, like
myself, were very interested in

® TO PAGE 25

fewer people




There are only three ways to join our group

And it's quite a group to join — three great Banks, 438 offices, all
giving you the same high quality services in the same friendly, efficient
way. And how do you join? It's easy, just walk into any branch of
the Munster & Leinster, Provincial or Royal Banks, open an account
and you're in, you've joined Ireland’s most progressive Banking
Group — AIB. |
Allied Irish Banks is the result of the teaming together of three of
Ireland’s most popular banks, adding their resources, knowledge and
expertise, and resulting in an increase in efficiency and quality of

service. So if you are thinking of a Bank Account think of joining the
“in’’ group. Ours.

.ALLIED IRISH BANKS

Munster & Leinster Bank, Provincial Bank, Royal Bank



@ FROM PAGE 23

the Railway Cup. We regarded it
as an honour to be selected, and
we trained hard to prove we
were worth it (not always with
success).

To-day, I think, the players
generally are just as interested
for while there are chaps who
don’t train, it was the same in my
day. As against that, there are
young men to-day who work very
hard for the games and often I
think it’s the public and not the
players who are responsible for
the drop in interest. The man on
the terraces has a lot of rival
entertainment now that he didn’t
have twenty years ago, not the
least of which is television, which
generally speaking is desirable.

The way to bring back the
Railway Cups some way along the
popularity road (for they’ll never
recapture their former glory) is
to make them more highly com-
petitive. Let the Railway Cup be
a stepping-stone to something
else. Say the selection of a real
Ireland team to play America,
Australia or Britain, or a quali-
fication for a tour of some sort
to Awustralia or the Cardinal
Cushing games.

Imagine how hard the man
from Fermanagh, Monaghan or
Clare will work for a Railway
Cup game if he feels that, in ad-
dition to the medal and the hour
in the sun, there’s also the pros-
pect of another reward which,
because of an accident of birth, is
completely outside his sphere.

One doesn’t play for rewards.
The game, the thrill of playing
and meeting men on and off the
field is the real reward, but who
objects if a slice of the legitimate
good things of life is thrown in?
Carpe Diem,.

For many on their way in to
the games to-day there will be
memories of fine players like
Jimmy Smyth, John Doyle, Job-
ber MecGrath, Jimmy Langton.
Paddy Grace, Lory Meagher,

JOHN
O'DONOGHUE
(Tipperary and Munster)
and below
OLLIE
WALSH
(Kilkenny and Leinster)
have both
represented their
respective
provinces in
Railway Cup finals.

o

Charlie MacMahon, Des Foley,
Sean Kenny and a hundred more.
No doubt, there will be a thous-
and who will sigh for the superb
skill, strength and goal-madness
that was Christy Ring. But those
days are gone. It’s the present,
not the past, and not the future,
that matters. So if we can fill the
unforgiving minute with sixty
seconds worth of distance run
each St. Patrick’s Day we are
doing ourselves and, in conse-
quence, the world a favour.
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The structure of the Railway
Cups has not changed. It's the
times and the people have
changed. The way to help the
competition reach towards its
old status is to increase the
rewards. If the principle 1is
agreed the mechanics of the
things are easy to work out.

Meanwhile, the old formula
won’t fail those of us who still
see fun in manly competition,
whether it’s in Croke Park or the
junior game in Ballysodare.







THE
PACE
SETTERS

By OWEN McCANN

NOW that that formidable two-
some from Ulster with the
smooth finishing technique,
Paddy Doherty and Charlie Gal-
lagher, are in inter-county retire-
ment, Cyril Dunne 1s proving the
pace-setter in football in the
scoring stakes. The Galway
sharpshooter, however, 1s trail-
ing well behind the crack-shots
of hurling, Jimmy Doyle and
Eddie Keher, who have both
passed out the 1,000 points mark.

It’s going to be a long time
before any footballer achieves
this tremendous feat, for Dunne
and Mickey Kearins are the only
raiders in this code in the 600
points bracket. The Galway for-
ward’s score is 39 goals and 513
points, which gives him an 18
points lead over the Sligo ace.
Kearins, however, 18 the out-
standing harvester of points, as
distinet from goals and points
combined, in football, and he
also has the No. 1 match average
at an impresive 5.32 points.

“Mr. Goals” is Sean O’Neill,
the only man to better the half
century at 57. The Down star has
also been the busiest player In
both football and hurling with
186 engagements. Sharing second
place in the goals chart in foot-
ball are Sean O'Connell and John
Keenan with 45 each. Connacht
now take over from Ulster as
the leading province in the chart
with four places. The remaining
two spots in the top six go to
Ulster.

Eddie Keher 1s the goals-
getter supreme in hurling with
115. He has played two games

@ SEAN O'NEILL (Down) the only man to top the half-century in goals.

fewer than Jimmy Doyle, and his
lead over the Thurles man 1s
four goals. A see-saw struggle,
then, in progress in this regard
between these probably greatest
score-grabbers of all time.

The accompanying charts are
based on scores recorded in all
inter-county games (League,
Championship, tournament and
challenge), Railway Cup and
representative ties,

SCORING CHART »wwwwnan

HURLING
Pts. Gls. Pts. Games Average
1,071 J. Doyle (Tipperary) ........ R i 2 | 738 170 6.30
1,003 E. Keher (Kilkenny) ......... 115 658 168 5.97
373 P. Molloy {(Offaly) ...oieeesnss 58 199 60 6.21
272 P. Cronin (Clare) ............ 35 167 64 4.25
270 M. Keating (Tipperary) ...... 49 123 71 3.89
242 C. McCarthy (Cork) ............ 40 122 59 410
FOOTBALL
Pts. Gls. Pts. Games Average
630 C. Dunne (Galway) ............ 39 513 165 3.81
612 M. Kearins (Sligo) .......coovenes 16 564 115 5.32
53 S, OPNelll (HOWNY wanssvnceiins 57 402 186 3.08
545 S, O’Connell (Derry) ............ 45 410 139 3.92
518 J. Keenan (Galway) ......... 45 383 161 3.21
449 J. Corcoran (Mayo) ............ 27 368 107 4.19
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DON’T

skip over
this—your
life may
depend on it!

It concerns the i
JESUITS i

Who are they? Soldiers of Christ,
What do they do?  Fight His battles in to-day’s world.

What do they need? RECRUITS.
Would you care to join them; They need you .. . NOW !
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Are you a young man with strength of character and health of body?

Would you like to live a most Rewarding Life as a Jesuit priest or brother?

This is a challenge and if you want to know more about it talk to :—

FATHER VAL McLAUGHLIN, S.].
Phone him at 46519 or write to him at
St. Francis Xavier Church, Gardiner Street, Dublin 1
he will be delighted to hear from you.

WHAT HAVE YOU TO LOSE? PERHAPS THE CHANCE OF A LIFETIME.
B




THE EXCLUSION RULES

HETHER those of us in the
all-too-often somnolent
South like it or not, the trend of
events across the Border in the
Six Counties must have a pro-
found effect on the whole future
approach of the G.A.A. to a num-
ber of problems that have, in any
case, always been subjects of
controversy.

The position has, perhaps, been
aggravated by the efforts of Mr.
Brian McRobenrts to make use of
the Association’s Exclusion Rules
for his own political purposes,
but Mr. McRoberts, in actual fact
has not, and should not have, any
relevance to these problems at
all. He is merely, if I may coin a
phrase, a gadfly in the ointment.

In the first place, even outside
the Six-County context, the pre-
sent Exclusion Rules are being
queried by an ever-increasing
number of the Association’s mem-
bers, and they are the people
whose views count, not the pos-
turings of aspiring politicians.

Rule 29, the ‘foreign dance’
rule was altered by last year’s
Congress to the point of absurdity
when old-time waltzes were per-
mitted at official functions. If an
old-time waltz is not a foreign
dance, what is? Better scrap the
rule altogether, as may well be
done at the forthcoming Con-
gress, than retain it in its present
ridiculous form.

The principle behind that rule
originally was the excellent one
of encouraging ceili dancing. Why
do we not do something positive
to foster Irish dancing, instead of
adopting a purely negative ap-
proach?

By MOONDHARRIG

Surely, every G.A.A. club that
holds a social function should be
willing to set up an instructional
class at which native dancing
could be thought? Or is that too
much like hard, constructive
work?

Rule 27, the ban on foreign
games, is now, let us face facts
for once, more honoured in the
breach than in the observance.

Where it is applied at all it is
only applied to two of the pro-
hibited games, rugby and soccer.
I am tired of the silence that
ensues every time I ask the
simple question that I have been
asking for years: When was a
member of the G.A.A. last sus-
pended for attending either a
hockey match or a ericket match?

Or by the same token, how
many players have been sus-
pended of late for attending
rughy or soccer matches?

Now, if the feeling against the
Ban Rule is so mixed down here,
the situation becomes even more
confused across the Border,
where the emphasis on ecumen-
ism has been so much stressed in
recent times, and where, In some
rather diverse ways, quite a num-
ber of different shades of opinion

are trying to follow Wolfe
Tone’s advice of discarding
“the names of Catholic, Pro-

testant and Dissenter and substi-
tuting the common name of
Irishman™.

Now for reasons over which
none of us have had any control,
the G.A.A., despite the rule
which says it must be both non-
political and non-sectarian, Iis
almost entirely a Catholic organ-
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. . . are they too exclusive?

isation. That, if you like, is due
to an accident of history, but it
is a faet just the same.

Now, it is easy to maintain that
non-Catholies are not interested
in the G.A.A. anyway, and that
statement is largely but not com-
pletely true. On the other hand,
can we Catholies in the Associ-
ation point to any attempt that we
have ever made to attract non-
Catholics into our ranks? Have
we made a single attempt to make
our non-Catholic brethren iIn-
terested? My sad answer must
be: none that I know of.

Remember, almost all our im-
portant matches are played on
Sundays, and that gives no op-
portunity to conscientious mem-
bers of various Protestant
Churches, who have qualms of
conscience about Sunday sport, of
ever participating in our games,
whether they wish to do so or
not.

By tradition, a bad tradition I
grant you, almost all non-
Catholic schools play rugby or
hockey.

As long as Rule 27 is rigidily
maintained these schoolboys will
never get the chance of even
testing their skill on a Gaelic
field.

It is easy to denounce a section
of our population as West Bri-
tons, but, before doing so, let us
ask ourselves quite honestly, what
endeavours have we made to
induce them into the ranks of
Gaeldom?

Oh yes, they can come 1n if
they abide by our Rules, but our
Rules were not made with these
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@ FROM PAGE 29
people in mind. Either we want
them to be Irishmen or we do

not.
If we do not, fair enough. We

all then know where we stand,
and we leave our earlier friend,
Mr. McRoberts, in the comfort-
able position of saying he was
right about the G.A.A. all the
time; they are only a collection of
bigots. If we do want them, we
will have to woo them. And the
first way of doing so is by frank

REFLECT
YOUR GOOD

TASTE IN
THE FAMOUS

Rael-Brook 707
BRI NYLON SHIRT

Kieran & Corcoran Ltd.

BROOKFIELD AVENUE,
BLACKROCK, CO. DUBLIN

reassessment of the Exclusion

Rules.
The principles of the Associ-

ation must stand undiminished,
as they have stood for almost
ninety years, but the application
of those principles must always

- be a more flexible matter. The

present Ban Rules were intro-
duced in the early 1900’s and
introduced in an Ireland where
such sports as golf, tennis, basket-
ball and table-tennis were un-
known, the latter two for the
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good reason that they had not yet
been invented, the first two
because an ordinary honest- to-
God Irishman then stood very
little hope of even being left past
the gate of either a golf club or a
tennis club.

That was why the game of golf,
which was then probably the gar-
rison game  par excellence,
escaped the ban that was, for
very good reasons, imposed on
the other garrison games of
rugby, soccer, cricket and hockey.

Nobody could then have
visualised a golf course in every
Irish town, or a pitch-and- -putt
course at every Irish cross roads,
any more than they could have
visualised a time when soccer
escaped from the British regi-
ments in the Phoenix Park to
become the delight of people like
the Spaniards and the Brazilians
and the Italians.

The Exclusion Rules were
brought in to help in the preserv-
ation and cultivation of our own
games and pastimes and tra-
ditions and they did a good job.
It 1s time we all had a good hard
look at the present situation and
made up our minds once and for
all whether exclusion rules are
the best way of fostering these
games and traditions in a changed
and still changing world. To a
rising generation that abhors
compulsion of any kind, 1
honestly believe the rules tend
to do our unchanging ideals and
common cause more harm than
good.

One further point, that Derry
motion about asking a non-
Catholic prelate to throw in the
ball at an All-Ireland final. I, as
a Catholic from Baptism, am all
for the principle, but it may be
hard enough to put into practice.
Might we, for a start, invite some
non-Catholic dignitary to become
a patron of the Association, as
Parnell was a patron, and Douglas
Hyde was a patron?

For the life of me, I cannot
see why not.




SEAN RICE TURNS THE SPOTLIGHT ON MAYO'S
JOE CORCORAN

OR some time Joe Corcoran
was so far ahead of anyone
else in the Mayo attack that it
was a one-man show. An oppos-
ing defence had only to concen-
trate on stopping Corcoran to
stop Mayo. It was as simple as
that.

He was something of a Mick
Kearins and a Packie McGarty;
less tough, but more stylish,
more feathery footed, more per-
ceptive. Yet, less forceful. The
others had strength to reinforce
their skills. Corcoran had only
skills. He tried to offset the dis-
advantages of toughness by a
pattern of weaving play. Kearins
and McGarty would contest every
ball and then burst their way
through a defence. Corcoran
didn’t bother so much to contest;
he depended more on the break
or a pass from a colleague and
on his speed to beat an oppo-
nent. That was all right when he
was vounger and had the speed.

But in the last year or two the
burst of speed off the mark de-
serted him and he took to criss-
cross action that kept him in
possession but did not bring him
any nearer goal. One had only to
shadow him to make his play in-

effective, and it landed him In
trouble more with his own fol-

lowers than with his opponents.

Few will disagree that the
Mayo left half forward 1& one of
the most stylish in the game to-
day. But too much was e€x-
pected of him, even by his col-
leagues in attack. They were con-
tent to fight for possession but to
leave the scoring to Corcoran.
This was not planned. It was

something that developed uncon-

sciously over the years and it
benefitted no one.

The emergence of Willie
McGee in the Mayo attack has in
recent times brought about a
change in Corcoran’s play. Both
have begun to hit a high level
of thought and understanding
between them, Intricate passing
movements have brought exhilar-
ating goals and Corcoran has
even taken to battling for pos-
session. It is as though, 1in
MecGee, Corcoran has found the
player he has been silently seek-
ing over the past ten years.

Mayo’s National League tie
with Kerry at Tralee last month
would seem to prove this point.
Corcoran was Mayo’s best for-
ward even though pitted against

WHEN YOU’RE THIRSTY FROM
CHEERING ON THE SIDE

no less a man than Tom Prender-
gast. He mixed 1t. He tackled
where once he would be content
to stand aside if he did not him-
self think he had more than a
fifty per cent chance of winning
the duel. And although for once
his shooting was off he did cause
concern among the Kerry de-
fenders. Ask Tom Prendergast.

It was the Mayoman's scoring
power that first attracted the
attention of the selectors. In the
1958 minor champilonship iIn
which Mayo were beaten by Dub-
lin in the final, Corcoran scored
a total of five goals and eighteen
points during the campaign. It
is considered a record for a
minor. For many years he has
continued to be the county’s top
scorer, but this came about
mostly because of his accuracy
with frees. He has lost little of
his ability to tap over points
from the most acute angles. And
indeed his long range shooting
with both feet has always been
delightful.

But somewhere along the line
his approach took a wrong turn.
Willie McGee’s emergence as a
powerful full forward has
straightened it out somewhat and
both look like being a formidable
partnership even if, at 29, Cor-
coran is approaching the autumn
of his career.

Refresh yourself with

R Casto Otarge

CORCORAN’S
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The times they are a-changin’. Fast. Even now, programmed learning is opening up
new dimensions in education. The push button classroom, with its computers,

its talking typewriters and light pencils, is it so far away? To-day’s dream,
to-morrow’s reality. A reality made possible by people to whom the future

Is ever present. People like Hibernian, largest General Insurance Company

in the country, who continue to invest their funds in an Ireland that is growing
excitingly fast. When you take out a Hibernian Policy, against fire or theft

or accident, you not only protect to-morrow; you help build it.

m HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

In association with Commercial Unjon Assurance Group,
Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Tel 772911, S



HOME

By PATRICK DAVID

F you think of 1f, there are a
thousand reasons why Kerry
are making a trip to Australia
and around the world after that.
There’s the pride in it. An
Irish team crossing the world to
play our traditional game of
Gaelic football on far-off foreign
fields.

There’'s the prestige, too.
Kerry have always been the
standard-bearers of Gaelic Foot-
ball—right from those old and
far-off days of Laune Rangers

and Killarney. What better team
to act as our ambassadors of
sport ?

Or there’s the reward. Through-
out 1969, Kerry were the team
of the year, sweeping all before
them and winding up with an

unprecedented grand slam of all
‘the major titles—the All-Ireland,
' §%the National League, the Grounds

lournament, the World Cup.
i They deserve the trip; more so

chisons, too. But, here, let me
| you about one that you may
not have thought of. One that
never entered into my head,
until I got a letter recently from
a distant relation of mine, who
lives 300 odd miles from Mel-
bourne.

He has been out in Australia
for twenty years, since just after
the last war—and he has never
been home since.

We correspond rarely. Only
when the mood strikes us, All I
really know about him is that he
married an Irish girl out there
and has four Australian children
. . . and that originally he came
from just outside Rockchapel. A
Kerryman by birth, an Aus-
tralian by necessity . . . but by
pride still a Kerryman after
twenty years of Australian suns.

I never knew that he had any
abiding interest in Gaelic foot-
ball. From the little I remember
of him here in Ireland, his
visits to Croke Park were few
and far between and I cannot
recall him as a deep or intense
supporter of either Kerry or
Gaelic football,

He could still be the same for
all T know. But from his recent
letter, he wants to see Kerry in
Australia.

For him it means a link with
Ireland for the first time in
recent years.

But here is part of what he
wrote to me.

“1 can’t tell you how de-
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lighted I was to read in the
Australian papers that Kerry
might be coming out here in
March. It’s the most wonderful
thing I have heard for years
and I sincerely hope that it
comes true.

“For years I have always told
the kids about where I came
from and in their way, they
know a fair amount about Ire-
land. As you probably know,
there are a few G.A.A. clubs here
in Australia, but quite honestly,
[ gave up attending any of their
meetings a few years ago. Most
people when they come out here
are very Irish at first, but

gradually, they become more and

more Australian and eventually
they drift away and one loses
touch with them.

“There is no hope now that I
will ever go home again, And
I'm reconciled to that for a long
time now. But if I can’t go home,
this visit of Kerry means that
home can come to me, I'm sure
there must be a few men on this
team who will know where 1
come from. Maybe some of them
might even know some of the
people I knew years ago.

“I can’t tell vou how excited
I am about the whole thing. It
will be like Christmas in March.
So if there is anything you can
do, make sure that they come.”

He cannot be the only Kerry-
man in Australia who wants to
see the All-Ireland champions.
And it's not really that they
want to see them play football.
More important 1s the oppor-
tunity to meet someone ifrom
home again, to hear again a
long-forgotten Kerry accent . . .
to talk again about places like
Tralee, Ballybunion, Listowel,
Castleisland, Glenbeigh . . . and
even Rockchapel.

For all of them, this visit of
Kerry to Australia canonly be...

Well, what else? _ . . as my
relation, John Curtin, wrote...

Christmas in March !
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‘not seem as exciting as watching
“an Ail-ireland, but to Erin Foods Ltd.
and thousands of farmers in all parts of Ireland,
this is where the real scores are made.
~ Scores that are the result of tec
training, teamwork and modern researct
So the next time you see an Erin Foods
harvesting operation ; give a cheer —
we're the home side.
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HANDBALL

By ALLEYMAN

Hooray for October!

T-HE green light has been given
for the erection of a super-
de-luxe ballcourt in the vicinity
of Croke Park for the World
Championships. Work, in fact has
started, and it is expected that

the project will be completed

and ready for use by the middle
of May.

This is tremendous news for
handballers, is so far as they will
have a base, with the most
modern amenities. And, certainly,
a real handball stadium is some-
thing that has been a great draw-
back to the game, since the
advent of the era, in which both
players and spectators have de-
manded specialised facilities,

This is not a castigation of the
many fine courts we have
throughout the country, but, in
point of fact, it has to be ad-
mitted that none of them can
accommodate the crowd that
would wish to see a World
Championship. Neither has any
of them, those little perks such
as a canteen, boardroom for
meetings or Press conferences,
or heating facilities which are so
necessary nowadays.

The new Court will be revolu-
tionary in so far as the side walls
and back wall will be made en-
tirely from glass.

The advantages from such an
innovation are so obvioug as to
hardly warrant mention. The
main advantage will be that of a
clear view for every spectator
who attends the games.

This is a big difference from

the present type of Court which
is traditionally constructed with

concrete side and back walls.
The only vantage point can be
from a gallery at the back wall.
However, under this system it 1s
only the handful of spectators
directly behind the back-wall
who can view a game in its
entirety.

The other spectators, by
reason of the angle of their
viewing, miss most of the actual
back-wall play, and, one does not
need to be a real student of the
game to realise that it can, and
usually is the most exciting.

The new Court, which will ac-
commodate something in the
region of 1,000 spectators, will
rectify this situation, so that in
the future, handball as a game
of expertise, skill and stamina is
going to be mirrored in its true
image.

Ag for the World Champion-
ships themselves, it had been
intended to hold them in May,
but this date has now been
changed to October. The actual
delay in the construction of the
Court was certainly a factor in
the alteration of dates, though,
it has been categorically pointed
out that, if required, it would be
fully completed for the May date.

In effect, there was intimation
from some of the competing
countries, that, since previous
World Championships had been
held in October, why not this
one. And, it has been confirmed
by all the competing countries
that they will be here In October.

Another major point is that it
will afford the Irish Handball
Council an opportunity of in-
creasing the Fund, specially de-
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signed to defray the expenses of
the new Court.

While the initial response was
quite slow, it is encouraging to
hear, that, in latter times, the
Public has become aware of the
significance of staging the World

Championship. The recognition

of handball for a Texaco award
has been a further boost in this
mammoth Fund-raising venture.

If the G.A.A. Clubs turn up
trumps the effort will have been
a major success. In theory, if
every club in the country con-
tributed a meagre five pounds
towards the Fund, it would bene-
fit to the extent of about £15,000.

Reality is an entirely different
matter.

On an internal level the delay
will mean that the Handball
Council will revise its thinking
on the system for choosing their
representatives for the games, It
now stands to reason that the
winner of this year's Singles
Championship will automatically
represent us, while the same
system may also apply in
Doubles.

It means that we are about to
witness the most exciting season
in Irish Handball. In a couple of
weeks time the Provincial Cham-
pionships will get under way, so,
we can expect every senlor game
to be fought with the tenacity of
an All-Ireland Final.

I am glad that the games have
been deferred to October. We
are at least sure that they are
on, that a new court is under
way, and that a hectic champion-
ship season lies ahead.

Hooray for October !
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with our fabulous
Rambler ticket

With a CIE Rambler Ticket, you’re armed
to go anywhere, anytime. For a full fifteen days,
your Rambler Ticket costs £9 and lets you travel
anywhere you like by train; for another £2,
all our provincial buses are at your service, too.

Or if you buy an all-Ireland Overlander Ticket
you can travel in the North, too, by Northern
Ireland Railways and Ulsterbus. All this for
only £15.

Here’s your chance to see Ireland in comfort.
Get a Rambler or Overlander ticket this time.
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By OWEN McCANN

HIGHLIGHTS OF

THE

RAILWAY CUPS

among the
the Railway
Cup tests. The interprovincials
have lost much of their glamour,
but I would still not support any
move to scrap these competitions.
Apart from the fact that they are
the only avenue for players in the
weaker counties to national medals
—and this, alone, is a vital point
in their favour — I would regret
their passing for purely selfish
reasons,

The Railway Cup selections in-
variably provide plenty of “meaty”
talking points just when fans need
them most, and the games have
also provided some of the most
memorable moments in football
and hurling. Besides, I have a
hunch that the clouds are begin-
ning to lift.

Admittedly, the crowd at last
year's finals of 9,166 was the lowest
in modern times, but it was still a
wonderful tribute to the games that
even 9,000-odd fans turned their
backs on the comfort of the fire-
side, and the live telecast to brave

count me

ON'T
“knockers” of

the heavy rain and bitter cold last
St, Patrick’s Day. Remember, too,
that, with all due respects to Con-
nacht, the hurling game was not a
great drawing card.

Then, last year’s finals provided
top-class fare. The players, who
could have been excused for an in-
different approach, went about
their work with refreshing enthu-
siasm and determination, and gave
the Railway Cups, as a result, a
great boost. Now, if we only get
a little good weather for a change
on March 17 next, the long hard
haul back to the old popularity
peak should be successfully laun-
ched.

The ’Seventies could thus be
studded with some golden memo-
ries on the Railway Cup scene .
memories like the majestic free-
kick exhibition from Paddy
Doherty and Cyril Dunne that was
the 1965 final,

Effortlessly, and with pin-point
precision, the Galway man pointed
no fewer than 10 frees, and
Doherty’s immaculate left foot was
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responsible for seven points from
placed balls. Not only that, neither
footballer failed in that super-show
to convert a single free. It will be
a memorable hour that will pro-
duce a better display of the art of
free-taking.

The Down star made the occas-
sion even more memorable by scor-
ing five points from play to achieve
at 0-12 the highest total by any
footballer in a final in the past 14
years.

To earn the distinction of being
the only man to win two Railway
Cup medals on the same afternoon
18 a proud achievement, but Des
Foley did more than merely put
his name into a unique place in
the record books when he com-
pleted this great double in 1962,

His performance at midfield in
hurling was as good a display as
any that has graced the Railway
Cup. Four different Munster hur-
lers “marked” Foley during the
hour, but he was unbeatable, and
the powerhouse of a win that
brought the title back to Leinster
after a six year interval.

Foley, understandably, did not
reach the same brilliant heights in
the football final, but he still made
an outstanding contribution at mid-
field in completing the Leinster
double at the expense of Ulster, the
East’s last football title, inciden-
tally.

And, talking of impressive show-
ings—there was Paddy Molloy's
debut in the hurling final of 1965.
He had the onerous task as left-
half of marking Jimmy Doyle, and
he came through with colours fly-
ing. Molloy was a vital cog in
Leinster’s success, and thus became
the first Offaly representative on
an actual final winning team.

That was the last year a new
name was added to the list of
counties represented in final win-
ning teams. In football, we have
to go back to 1963, when another
newcomer, P. T. Treacy, played

® TO PAGE 38




® FROM PAGE 37
himself into ‘“‘overnight stardom”.
He marked his first appearance in
a final with a cultured display of
football, and accurate shooting,
and finished the top scorer of the
game at 1-4. Ulster beat Leinster
that day to leave Treacy the first
Fermanagh man to win a medal.

In 1967, Ulster’s bid to become
the first province to win five foot-
ball titles in a row was spiked by
as good a goal as any seen at Croke
Park. About 90 seconds from the
interval, Enda Colleran, Joe Langan
and Seamus Leydon all shared in
working the ball through to Mickey
Kearins, and the Sligo man supplied
the final flourish in brilliant fashion
by cracking home a delightful goal.
That score put Connacht into a

TELEPHONE : 52301

four point lead, 1-7 to 0-6, and they
went on to beat the Northerners by
a point,

Almost 20 years earlier, Con.
nacht had their greatest hour yet in
hurling. In the final at Croke
Park—the game was played on
April 6, 1947 — they came up

" against a Munster team skippered

by “Mr. Railway Cup” himself,
Christy Ring, and held the Souther-
ners to an almost unbelievable
score of 1-1.

The Westerners banged home
2-5 themselves to lift the Railway
Cup for the only time so far.
Among the stalwarts of that team,
an all-Galway selection, and also
the only one county team in hurling
to take the title, were Sean Duggan,
a prince among goalkeepers, Josie

RANSOMES Gang Mowers have earned a world wide
reputation for being the ideal machines for mowing
operations on golf courses, parks and playing fields, etc.

Distributors for
HAND, MOTOR AND GANG MOWERS

Also Authorised Repair Agents

McKENZIES - CORK
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Gallagher, M. J. “Inky” Flaherty
and John Killeen.

Twelve vears later Ring was still
going strong. In the 1959 final
with Connacht, in fact, he had his
most celebrated hour, when he
helped himself in regal style to 4.5,
the highest score in any decider in
the past 14 years. The Cork man
won a record 18 medals in 44 ap-
pearances between the 1942 final,
and 1963,

The first finals were both played
on St. Patrick’s Day, 1927. The
hurling clash between Leinster and
Munster was a titanic game, with
the East emerging victorious by
two points. The football match
was doubly-historic., An All-Kerry
team beat a Connacht side that had
gone through special training at
Ballinasloe by 2-3 to 0-5, the only
year that a one-county selection
won this title. Hard to credit that
two decades have come and gone
since Munster last won out in foot-
ball.

Gerry O’Reilly, one of Wicklow's
most celebrated footballers, was a
brilliant star of a history-making
afternoon in 1954. Ag right half
back, he subdued three Connacht
players in turn in a win that saw
the province equal their 1928-30
run of three titles on the trot.
Leinster won the hurling title also
that day, and the crowd was 49,023,
which still stands as the attendance
record.

A year later, Paddy O’Brien
(Meath), Stephen White (Louth) in
defence, Jim Rogers (Wicklow) and
Paddy Casey (Offaly) at midfield,
and Ollie Freaney and Cathal
O’Leary (Dublin) were prominent
in a final win over Connacht that
left Leinster the first province to
win four titles in succession.

The Railway Cup winners’ chart
1s, starting this month’s finals:

FOOTBALL: 17 Leinster (1928 to
1962); 11 Ulster (1942 to 1968); 9
Connacht (1934 to 1969); 6 Mun-
ster (1927 to 1949).

HURLING: 31 Munster (1928 to
1969); 11 Leinster (1927 to 1967):
1 Connacht (1947).
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overdo it. If a game is an absolute
thriller, tense and exciting, 1 be-
lieve in saying so in my report; if
it’s not I also say so.

There is a modern trend in some
journalistic circles to get a “story”
at all costs to the extent that “The
Story”’ is the be all and end all.
This is a type of journalism I have
never practised, nor have my coun-
terparts, John Hickey and Paddy
Downey, nor have many of the
sportswriters on Irish papers. I see
my job as being engaged to present
a comprehensive service to my
paper of news and comment about
what is happening in Gaelic games.
If what is happening to personali-
ties connected with the games, to
counties or committees makes good
stories so much the better. But the
primary objective is to provide a
flow of news, comment, views and
interviews.

Mahon—Has the machinery of
editing and sub-editing which
means so little, if anything at all,
to the man in the street ever placed
you in an embarrassing position?

Dunne—This happens at some
time or other to every sportswriter,
but the embarrassment passes soO
quickly that one rarely remembers
it for long. I once had an error in
transmission or editing of a report
of a match in which a London
team scored 1-10, but the *0” was
dropped from the result. On Mon-
day morning I travelled back to
Dublin by train with the London
players and you can imagine the
“razzing” I got about “robbing”
them of nine points. Not long ago
I wrote about a forward sending an
unstoppable shot to the net, but it
appeared in my report as an ‘“un-
speakable” shot,

Mahon—It strikes me that well-
established players find it so easy
to make headlines and it takes a
relatively long time for a new star
to receive the blessing of the “big
three”. Am I being unfair? What
I mean is that you the three senior
G.A.A. editors have the power to

create a new star. So like the New
York theatre critics.

Dunne—The New York theatre
critics known as the “Butchers of
Broadway” KILL productions, so I'm
glad you think we have the power
to create. But I disagree, surely
a new ‘‘star” creates himself,
creates his own glory; we merely
record his achievement of it. Any-
way, county selectors are too
shrewd to be influenced by us if
their judgment of a young player’s
worth doesn’t coincide with ours.
The established players get more
headlines often because they are
the ones on whom the teams are
relying most, so what they do—
or don't do—has more significance.

Mahon—On the other hand there
are some people who feel you are

A
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Father Dan Joe
Capuchin Friary,

Holy Trinity, Cork.

responsible for making tin gods out
of some players, blowing them up
to stellar proportions for little
reason, Unfair again?

Dunne—There are some players
who have flair or personality or
are characters on the field and
naturally attract attention — the
spectators’ attention as well as the
sportswriters’. But the danger in
the sportswriters’ case is that if you
“blow-up” a player, rather than
present a balanced account of his
deeds, you may be let-down with
a bang the next occasion that player
takes the field.

Mahon—What do yvou dislike
most about journalism?

Dunne—Question and
interviews.

dNISWCET

O’Mahony,
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BUY
IRISH

.. . to be sure!

By TEDDY FLYNN

HAT’S in it for me if I buy
Irish ? Or is the entire con-
cept outdated ?

We asked that question last
month and pose it again here.
[s it a sentimental gesture nowa-
days to pick something with the
“Made in Ireland” label on 1t ?
We don’t think so. There was a
time in the early days of the
Gaelic League when we were
just beginning to rediscover our
national identity and Irish
people bought Irish goods for
purely patriotic motives — even
if the goods themselves were
more expensive than the foreign
alternatives. Then came the
Tariff walls and we had more or
less no choice but to buy Irish.

Nowadays we have an educated
social conscience and we know
that when we buy something
made at home we're helping to
keep fellow citizens in employ-
ment. At the same time, we all
have to cope with a rising cost
of living and we’ve become a
hardheaded crowd when 1t comes
to spending money. We demand
value. The point is, Irish goods
are usually value for money.
They have to be.

We talked to some of the
businessmen who are producing
Irish goods—some of them bril-
liantly successful on the export
market — and discovered that
shilling for shilling they offer us
value as good as any import. And

better in a lot of cases. Take
those Dubtex slacks, for instance
— surely every man 1n the
country now owns, has owned or
will own a pair of these in the
near future. When you buy
Dubtex you do so In company
with an awful lot of foreigners
spread around the globe who
have discovered that these
slacks are something special.
And they’re buying Irish from
no sentimental motives but be-

cause it offers them value. John

White, Sales Manager of the
firm which makes Dubtex cloth-
ing, studies his market at Inter-
national level. He’s dedicated to
producing a better menswear
product in less time and at a
more competitive price than
ever before. He'’s prepared to
study methods and techniques
in France, Italy and Scandinavia
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® GENTS OVERCOAT BY DUBTEX

to achieve this—and then to
train Irish workers in the new
methods.

The firm is opening a new
factory at Ballymahon 1n Co.
Longford which will be one of
the most progressive in Europe
and its products will, quite
literally, travel round the world.

While it’s true that John
White is the reverse of the sentl-

mental old-style ‘“‘Buy Irish be-
cause it’s your duty to me”

businessman, he is a real en-

thusiast for the job of making
clothes—that’s why he’s so good
at producing and selling them.
It gives him satisfaction to feel
that it’s now within reach of
every Irishman to be well-dressed
and he feels it’s a healthier trend
that young men should be inter-
ested in spending their money on
® TO PAGE 43
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clothes, holidays and good food
for themselves and their families.

The newest slacks to look out
for from Dubtex are in polyester/
wool combinations, The addition
of the artificial fibre to the wool
means it can stand up better to
friction and therefore will wear
hetter. Some of them have in-
teresting patterns, some of them
are jacquard weaves, and DpOS-
sibly yow’ll pick a pair with semi-
flared bottoms to the {rousers.
These are tipped for great
popularity but you can also buy
the more orthodox slacks if you
insist on being conservative,

The sophisticated clothing In-
dustry catering for men in
Ireland means that everything is
on our side if we wish to dress
well and look up to date. Style
points are in step with world
trends and the lighter colours
and weights of fabric now being
introduced will cheer us up—not
to mention our wives ! When you
consider that Dubtex, for
instance, make for men, boys and
youths and that they run about
forty different sizes it sounds as
though it would be impossible
not to be well dressed.

There are other fields where
the Buy Irish message is not
quite so clear and hasn’t been
brought home to us yet. I was
crestfallen when 1 realised,
after my first introduction to T.
J. Reynolds and C. T. Farrell of
Powerpak, a firm founded by
them in 1961, that up to that
very moment I'd never been con-
scious that I had a choice be-
tween buying an Irish car
battery and a foreign one, when
I wanted a replacement put in
my car.

Powerpak make batteries for
trucks and for tractors also, so
that’s something to file away for
future reference. Powerpak sell
very well on a competitive mar-
ket and provide a product and a
service equal to any of the im-

ports. It was nice to hear that
batteries are one item which
haven’t gone up in price since
1960. In fact the price has
dropped a bit, due to production
methods having been improved.

You can even deliberately de-
cide to buy Irish when it comes
to threading laces 1nto your foot-
ball boots. El Jay laces are made
in Ennis and are good enough to
be exported in large quantities
both to England and the six
Northern counties. Colours can
can be red, blue or yellow as
well as conservative black and
there are two lengths, 60 inches
and 72 inches, to choose from.
Naturally the longer lace will
give a tighter, more secure boot
but the choice is yours. The El
Jay factory at Ennis probably
produced the cord which 1is
threaded through your anorak
this minute, and they make
elastic in Ennis too and have
just invested In very expensive
machinery so that they can seek
further perfection in their pro-
ducts.

Men’s underwear all looks the
same—white vests and pants—
but again, other things being
equal, why not buy the stuft
that’s Irish made ? By buying

vests and pants under the
National brand, for instance,
youw're doing yourself nmo harm.

A very good way of support-
ing the Buy Irish idea, of course,
is to spend your holiday at home!
However, nobody denies the
attraction of jetting off to
foreign parts as and when it can
be afforded and when you do—
choose right. You could fly by
Aer Lingus for one thing, and
yvou could book your holiday
through an Irish travel agency.
In fact the home-based “package
holidays” these days are great
value and will work out, prob-
ably, cheaper than flying to
London and joining a tour there.
Aer Lingus tell us they can now
offer holidays in Yugoslavia and
Greece for around eighty quid.
Formerly, travelling from Lon-
don, you'd hardly manage this
type of holiday for a hundred
and forty pounds.

Whether you holiday at home
or abroad this summer treat your
clothes with respect by packing
them in attache cases made by
Travel Goods Ltd. of Portarling-
ton, manufacturers of all types
of hand luggage for over 39
years.

TRAVEL
GOODS i

MANUFACTURERS OF
LUGGAGE, VANITY CASES

PORTARLING_TOl_\L

Established 1935

AND OFFICE FILES

Telephone :
Portlaocise 23120
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members—there must be that
many backs—who feel that the
dice is loaded against them un-
duly. The argument is made, for
instance, that the defender,
guilty only of a technical foul
while in the possession of the
ball and about to clear would
cost his side two points, while
the forward who commits the
most aggravating foul gets away
with only an ordinary free-out
against him.

I am led, also, to believe that,
if the recommendation were
passed, the penalty would still
stand in the manner of the
recent past, and because of that,
it would be possible that a
rough handling in the square
which resulted in a penalty and
was kicked over the bar would
result in a score of only one
point, while a technical foul by
a defender would mean {wo
points if it were an ordinary 14
yards free.

As I see it, the playing rules
will not take anything like such
a hammering as some people
think. One of the things which
seems to have considerable
backing is the permission to
pick the ball directly off the
ground. There has been a
sroundswell of opinion in its
favour ever since the Aus-
tralians came, though, of course,
one must remember that it was
not this alone that enabled them
to beat Meath and Down when
they came here on tfour,

I was rather set thinking by
a strong plea for keeping the
toe-pick, which suggested that
there will be far greater danger to
the players, now that no pick-up
is allowed. The tendency will be,
it wag held, for players to put
down their hands for the ball
all the time, forgetful for their
safety, and there will be boots
flying everywhere in view of the
fact that first time along the
ground will be the only way to
gain quick possession and the

of the Association

only way to counter the hand-
pick when the ball is low.

The President’s special Com-
mittee which is examining the
whole structure and organisation
is carrylng
out an onerous task, but one
would like to have some kind of
interim report from them and an
estimate of when they will be
able to release their full findings.

This Committee is doing the
really important work, and,
though the games are always
important and should always be
improved where necessary, the
room for such improvement 1s
rather scarce, where as the doubts
about the validity of the Associ-
ation’s organisational and ad-
ministrative structure for the

70s are harrying us always.
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MEMORIES OF BILLY MORTON

E was a small, strutting, ir-

repressible, arrogant man.
With a strident, cajoling, power-
ful Dublin accent that was twice
the size of the man.

The face, with its ever-chang-

By PATRICK DAVID

ing flashes of mood, never
looked Irish. The hooked nose,
the intense eyes, the long, sil-
very Byronesque hair, always
immaculately groomed gave him
the faint, elusive and yet very
definite look of a Frenchman, or

protects your stock
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perhaps a Pole or even an
Italian.

A showman, granted. He lived
in the full, unrelenting glare of
constant publicity, favourable or
otherwise—and revelled in it

The life he lived away from
his family—and they, too, had to
share in it—was centered on
only one thing — his beloved
santry Stadium.

And now, in one tragic moment
of accident, that same Santry
Stadium has become his memo-
rial—an abiding memorial to
Ireland’s richest sports person-
ality of the century.

The one, the only . . .
lamented Billy Morton.

Most of the great stories about
him have already been told By
his good friends in the Press,
who loved him, for himself and
for the unending stream of good
copy that streamed from every-
thing the same Billy essayed or
did.

But there is one that I ecan
tell. I was there with Morton to
enjoy every rich, enduring
moment of it.

It was just after the last war.
We were in England for an
athletics meeting, Not a very im-
portant one but Morton was
there in a bid to bring some
world-class athletes to a Dublin
that had been starved of inter-
national athletics for years.

The man with all the power
in England then was the late
Jack Crump, the great com-
manding force of the British
Amateur Athletic Association.

Morton approached him to ask
for athletes for Dublin—and was
almost brusquely cold-shouldered.

But Crump did not know his

man. A brush-off was Morton’s
call to battle—tota] battle.

and the




An he strode into war with the
most unusual weapon of all time.

“My. Crump’—said he—"How
long has it been since you've
saten a fresh egg ?”

Crump was halted as though
he had run into a brick wall.

“Some years’—he said, ob-
viously puzzled.

“Well’—said the bold Billy—
“It so happens that I have a
dozen of the sweetest, freshest
Irish eggs you ever gsaw oOr
tasted. And I'm looking for some-
one to take them.”

Crump was hooked. A dozen
fresh Irish eggs in those days of
an eggless Britain was a manna
from heaven that no one could
ignore.”

Morton had cast his line well.
The hook was imbedded. Now
came the gradual, gentle draw-
ing in of the line. The persuasive
play of the rod.

“Do you think there is any
possibility that we might get
Douglas Wilson to Dublin”—he
asked quietly.

Douglas Wilson was then the
pin-up boy of British miling. The
A.A.A. champion and the man
that everyone wanted to see.

“Well, I daresay there is a
possibility”’—Crump was now
being hauled ashore—‘“Let’s say
that I think I can arrange it.”

Billy gave another gentle tug
on his line. “Now Alan Paterson,
the A.A.A. high jump champion
. would there be a chance of
getting him to Dublin?”

Crump, one could see, was al-
most on his marks to hand out
a firm “No”. But Morton had not
finished.

“1 happen to have a second
dozen of those fresh, Irish eggs.
Might your good lady be inter-
ested in them ?

Crump, his British aplomb now
in total disarray, collapsed after
that.

What chance
against a Morton . .

had he then
. who had six

dozen of those fresh Irish eggs
with him ?

Morton got all the athletes he
wanted . . . and he was oftf and
running then on the great inter-
national campaign that in the
time to come was to bring Herb
Elliott, Peter Snell, Al Thomas,
John Thomas, Kip Keino—and
anyone else you care to mention
—to0 Dublin.

We all have our memories of

Billy Morton. In some way, he
touched us all in sport.

He has gone now, The great
light that illuminated Sanfry
Stadium, that gave us all hope
for better and brighter things in
Irish sport, has been quenched.

Long, unfortunately, before its
time.

From all of us, and for every
memory you gave us . . . thank
you Billy Morton.

GROWING

rates of

their

who
away £100 In
cash under a

loose floorboard ten
years ago would have
just the .same amount
today — if it hadn’t been
stolen, or burnt. A wise
person would have taken
the same amount and invested
it safely in an Ulster Bank
Savings Account.
interest
worth £155.3.9. after ten years.
Not everyone has £100 to invest
but if they add a small amount
to their Savings Account weekly
or monthly the Ulster Bank adds
interest to the sum. Eventually
they have a really worthwhile
nest egg to provide everything
that makes life easier for
their family. Little savers
make big profits with
Ulster
Savings Account!
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OVERSEAS TOURS COULD PROVIDE
THE NECESSARY STIMULUS T0

ATTRACT THE YOUTH TO OUR RANKS

HEN the Gaelic Athletic
Association was in its in-
fancy the Executive conceived
the idea of sending teams of
hurlers, footballers and athletes
to America, in an effort to enter
into competition with the athletes
of other counfries, and to give
exhibitions of our distinctively
native games.

As a result of the “Invasion”
as it was called, it was hoped for
2 threefold benefit (a) the estab-
lishment of G.A.A. clubs across
the American Continent; (b) the
inauguration of annual inter-
national competitions in hurling,
football and athletics, and (c) the
collection of badly needed fin-
ance.

Forty-eight players and ath-
letes made the ftrip and with
seven officials the full party
totalled fifty-five. The expenses
of the project was estimated at
£1,000—a big sum in those days.

The party left for America on
16th September, 1888, and were
accorded a great reception when
they arrived there.

From the athletic point of view
the ‘“Invasion” could be rated a
success in that the athletes dis-
played fine form and broke many
records whilst the games attirac-
ted much attention, and the
foundation of the G.A.A. in the
States was laid.

It was a disaster on two counts,
however. Seventeen members of
the team did not return when the
remainder sailed for home on
31st October, and a heavy finan-

Says SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

cial loss was incurred, ca}}sing a
debt that remained for many
years and seriously hampered the
progress of the Association 1n
Ireland.

The failure of the “Invasion”
financially, forced the abandon-
ment of the proposal to re-
establish the old Tailteann
Games, or something approaching
to the festival, which under this
name, was a national institution
in ancient Ireland centuries be-
fore the famed Grecian Olym-
piads.

Thirty-six years later—in 1924
__the G.A.A. spearheaded the
revival of the Tailteann Games,
which proved a glittering success,
attracting athletes of Irish blood
from every corner of the globe
and establishing international
competition in hurling, football
and handball which proved very
attractive and commended a
splendid entry.

Two further Tailteanns were
organised— in 1928 and 1932.
The latter was held in the shadow
of the big depression, following
the great American stock market
collapse and many former patrons
were unable to provide the ex-
pected support. The result was
a heavy financial loss.

Government assistance Wwas
sought in order to continue the
Games in 1936 and when this
was not forthcoming the organ-
isers were forced to abandon the
idea.

Nationally this was a disastrous
decision for the Tailteann Games
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O’Neill

(above) was in
charge of the whistle in the historic

Martin

1947 All-Ireland Final between
Cavan and Kerry played at the Polo
Grounds, New York.

could now be an outstanding

tourist attraction of international
standing; whilst for the G.A.A. 1t
lost an unique opportunity for

@® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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the development of international
competition.

Meanwhile, in 1926, a Tipper-
ary exlile in America conceived
the idea of organising a tour of
the United States for the Tip-
perary hurlers, who were then
All-Ireland hurling champions.

This was the first and greatest
of the American Tours—a coast-
to-coast trip that proved a trem-
endous success

Many more were to follow
until, in 1947, Cavan and Kerry
travelled to the Polo Grounds,
New York, to play a history-
making All-Ireland Senior Foot-
ball Final.

Regular competitions were
eventually established between
the National League winners at
home and New York teams but
it has not proved a completely
happy relationship and the future
of these competitions must still
be regarded as uncertain.

The visit of an Australian
Rules football team to this
country a few years ago; Meath’s
successful tour of Australia
shortly afterwards, and now
Kerry’s trip there, has added a
new dimension to this whole
question of overseas competition.

It must be admitted that Gaelic
games need international matches
in this highly competitive age
when many youths are so critical
of what any particular code has
to offer them.

We have to combat the lure of
soccer and the big publicity
associated with star world figures
and the huge transfer fees they
command—or the social status
that we are told goes with rugby,
and the chances of landing a good
job such contacts are said to
provide,

The national appeal of the
G.A.A. and its work in the Irish
Ireland sphere no longer pro-
vides the incentive for a great
number of Irish youth to join its
ranks, or remain therein. Some
other attraction is necessary, and
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international competition could
be the answer.

However, this is something we
obviously cannot rush into with-
out careful thought and deep
consideration of all the factors
involved.

The first matter to be exam-
ined must be the question of cost
and whether the Assoclation can
afford to gamble on a project
that could put a millstone of some
£20,000 per annum around their
necks.

If we have money of this kind
to spend we know how valuable
it would prove to many clubs
striving to provide playing field
and community centre amenities.

Secondly, if international com-
petition is to be established it
must be on the basis of all Ireland
selections, not county teams, and
I would even put a stipulation
that no county have more than
one representative in football,
permitting two per county for
hurling. Only by this method
will the full benefit to all the
counties be achieved.

A third and very important
factor is the question of a proper
governing authority. There is
no concrete evidence of this at
the moment.

Inlividuals, no matter how well
intentioned or sincere, cannot
provide a correct basis for a
departure of such vital import-
ance so it is imperative that no
rushed decision be taken—rather
that the whole question be ex-
amined in a cool and detached
way, and the general welfare of
the clubs and the Association at
home carefully weighed against
any advantages international
games might offer.

RON BARASSI, the
Galahs’ captain and
coach, making a
spectacular ““ catch”
during one of Meath’s

matches in Australia
in March of ’68.




The Choice of Champions . . .

Seafield Nylon Fabric

DRIP DRY — NON IRON

Tailored to Perfection in
ToR
Jay
shorts

J. T. RUSSELL & Co. Ltd., Paul St. Works, Cork

PHONE 22447
AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL SPORT OUTFITTER

Gioodgrip! Goodwear!
GOODS/YEAR!

Made in the

Republic of Ireland

Let us fit your car with GOODYEAR G800
Safety Radials or G8 Cross Ply tyres, plus
the full range of GOODYEAR Tyres for van,

truck or tractor. Come to the experts—
FIT of KILKENNY.

Main Distributor

FIT KILKENNY
Remould service

Depots: KILKENNY- DUBLIN- CORK - LIMERICK:- GALWAY-SLIGO
LETTERKENNY- ATHLONE - DUNDALK- TRALEE - BELFAST - BALLINA-ENNISCORTHY




'\.....:i..:

e o
T

TED CARROLL, voted the outstanding hurler

PROUD NIGHT FOR TED.

of 1969 by the sports editors of the Irish

daily newspapers, is shown here accepting his award from An Taoiseach, Jack Lynch,
at the recent Texaco banquet in the Gresham Hotel. Mick O’Dwyer, voted footballer

of 1969 can be seen in the background.
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TIME, GENTLEMEN, PLEASE

to get rid of the

‘solo’

By PATRICK DAVID

OUR man at the other end of

the bar was . . . well, to put

it kindly, he was nicely. Happily
nicely.

But then so was I. And in the
mood for conversation. All we
needed to break the ice was just
a word.

In our state, perhaps a little
philosophy ? Or maybe politics ?
The state of Ireland, Jack’s tour
de force at the Fianna Fail Ard-
Fheis . . . ? The field of conver-
sation was vast.

“Tell me”—says he—*“Do you
know anything about the rules

of the G.A.A.?

“A fair amount”—I told him—
“But I don’t think I'd qualify for
any G.A.A. Board.”

“Then”—says he—‘“You must
have been reading about the pro-
posed changes, Picking the ball
up off the ground and throwing
out the hand-to-toe solo run, The
best things that could ever hap-
pen to Gaelic foothall.”

“I wouldn’t go all the way with
you”’—one couldn’t give him all
his own way—“I’d agree about
picking up the ball. But I'm not

too keen on dropping the solo
run. After all it is a G

“Don’t say it”’—he was aggres-
sive all of a sudden—“I know
what’s coming. You’re as bad as
those fellows I heard on Gaelic
Report the other night. It’s a
skill. Isn’t that what you were
going to say ?”

“Skill, me Aunt Fanny”’—he
now had the look of a man who
was firmly entrenched for the
night.

“Will you tell me when it was
ever a skill ? Do you remember
Sean Lavan of Mayo ? Of course,
you don’t, you were too young to
remember him playing football.
He was one of the first to use
the hand-to-toe run. And as far
as I am concerned, it was the
greatest curse of a thing that
ever came into Gaelic football.
It slows up the game and when
it’s not done with a little ele-
gance, it looks the most stupid
thing in football.”

His voice now was rising,
“Have you ever seen any Gaelic
player use the hand-to-toe with
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elther ease, elegance or com-
fort ?”

I had to get a word in some-
where, “Well, there is Din Joe

Crowley of Kerry. He looks good

when he does it. He is never
awkward when he hops the ball
on his toe.”
“Go on, go on"—he was
® TO PAGE 56
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New Ireland
select officers

AT the 43rd Annual General
Meeting of the New Ireland
Assurance Company Hurling Club
the following Club Officials were
elected for the the 1970 Playing

Year :—

President of Club: Dr. M. W.
O’Reilly. Vice Presidents: Elec-
ted en bloc. Chairman of Club:
Padraig O Nuallain. Vice Chailr-
man : Padraig Thornton, Jim
Dwyer, Joe Phelan, Willie
Holmes. Hon-Secretary : Mick
Brennan: Asst. Hon-Secretary:
Paddy Troy. Hon-Treasurer :
Liam Byrne; Asst. Hon-Treasurer:
Ignatius Byrne. Senior Captain:
Christy Hayes; Senior Vice Cap-
tain : Liam Byrne. Intermediate
Captain: Pat Mitten; Inter. Vice
Captain: John Tobin. Junior “A”
Captain: Peter Farrell; Junior
“A” Vice Captain: Tom Carew.
Under 21 Captain: Tom Carew;
Under 21 Vice Captain: Peter
Farrell. Senior Board Delegate:
Christy Hayes. Junior Board Dele-

gate: Gerry Corcoran. Minor
Board Delegate: Paddy Troy.
Club Trainer: Christy Hayes.

Asst.-Trainer ; Willie Holmes, S.
Carew, Ignatius Byrne.

Committee: Messrs. Joe Phelan,
P. Farrell, G. Corcoran, J. Neville,
D. Ryan, W. Holmes, T. Carew,
Joe Ryan, S. O Laoire, P. Cleary,
C. Hayes, S. Carew, L. Byrne, S.
Rohan, M. Brennan, P. Mitten, P.
Troy, Ig. Byrne, Fr. Eoin Murphy.
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TOP
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T is pleasant to be able to in-

clude Ulster representatives in
any list of outstanding hurlers.
Two members of the Ulster side
which scored an unexpected but
merited victory over Connacht in
the Railway Cup preliminary
game receive due recognition in
our hurling rankings this month.
They are S. Branniff (Down) and
S. Burns (Antrim) whose mid-
field permormances were the
vital factors in their provinces
notable success in Galway on
February 8th.

The lists given below are com-

piled from games played between
Sunday, January 25th and Sun-
day, February 15th, inclusive.

HURLING

(9) M, Foley ......... (Waterford)
(9) P. Branniff ............ (Down)
(9) S. Burns ......cooo0veen (Down)
(8) C, Cullinane ......... (Cork)
(8) D, Clifford ............ (Cork)
(8) M, Quigley ...... (Wexford)
(8) F. Loughnane

(Tipperary)
(7) P. Byrne ......... (Tipperary)
(7) B Nolai ..oioves (Wexford)
(7) P, Dunny ............ (Kildare)

FOOTBALL

(9) M. O’Shea ............ (Kerry)
(9) D. J. Crowley ...... (Kerry)
(9) N. Clavin ............ (Offaly)
(9) W. Bryan ............ (Offaly)
(9) T. Prendergast ...... (Kerry)
(9) E O’Donoghue ...... (Kerry)
(8) D. Earley ... (Roscommon)
(7) E, Cusack ............ (Cavan)
(7) A. McTague ........ . (Offaly)
(7) S, 0’Connel] ......... (Derry)

courteous.
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PRESIDENCY

@ FROM PAGE 8

was three years ago when he was
pipped on the post by Seamus
O Riain.- Before that, he ran a
spirited and cloes thing with Alf
O Muiri. So, if perseverance
means anything, O Fainin has a
head start. Furthermore, a
strong support has been building
up for him—Cork leading the
way 1n recent weeks. His quite
amazing record of work and
dedication to the Association’s
furtherance, will also stand in
his favour. And, he might even
pick up some of O’'Donnell’s
votes, if that worthy candidate
does not run.

Canvassing disqualifies, or so
the spirit of the rules says, in
regard to any post in the Asso-
ciation. It is true that the can-
didates for the Presidency have
to be particularly careful in this
regard; but, nonetheless, there
are always friends of the candi-
dates — often unknown to the
candidates themselves—who do
sterling work in sounding the
ground on their man’s behalf. It
is likely that when the delegates
assemble in Galway, there will
be some experts among them
who will be able—within a half-
dozen or so—to say what the
voting will be.

I, however, have not such
close information to hand, and
must{ say that I would fancy a
close run three-cornered fight be-
tween O Fainin, Woulfe and
Feeney, and it might be any-
body’s race. The second count
might be a revelation, as it was
last time. In what could prove a
photo-finish I feel it will be
O Fainin for the hot seat.

® FROM PAGE 54

smiling now—"“1 knew you'd
bring up Crowley. But how many
more can you name who could
do it properly? Even Mick O’Con-
nell, and there’s no better player,

-never looks happy when he tries

hand-to-toe. Every time he does
it, he has to pause. He breaks
the rhythm of his running to do
it.”

“Well, there’s Pat Griffin”—I
had to make a stand—“He’s not
bad at it.”

“Wrong again”—he told me—
“Just think of Griffin. He rarely
uses the hand-to-toe as a solo
run, He uses it just to beat a
man. Can’t you see him now. He
hops the ball on his toe and then
slides around his man immedi-
ately. Griffin rarely wastes time.”

“There must be others”—and
goodness knows I was finding it
hard to think of them at this
stage—" "How about Red Collier
of Meath ?7”

He silenced me with a salvo of
indignation. “Don’t make me
laugh. Red was the most awk-
ward man 1n the world when he
tried hopping the ball on his
toe, Everything else he did was
magnificent. But hand-to-toe ?
Get away from me.”

“Kevin Heffernan maybe ? ¥—
I was getting cautious now—
“Brendan Lynch, Tony McTague

a9

“No”’—and he was as emphatic
as ever—"“Kevin used it at times,
but only like Griffin—to beat his
man. Heffernan didn’t need it.
He was far too intelligent a
player to waste time with a
move that would only slow up
his game.”

“And as for Lynch and Mec-
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Tague, I'l] grant you that they
had the ability to hop the ball
on their toes with some degree
of elegance. But just think of
how often they slowed up attack-
ing moves. And how often they
infuriated their own supporters.”

He was dead correct all the
way. Hopping the ball on the toe
on a solo run has never been a
skill. It has never been more
than a time-wasting, pointless
exercise, rarely providing any
worthwhile result.

And just think. How many
players can you remember who
performed it with a smooth,
streamlined elegance . . . ?

Precious few, I imagine,

So let’s get rid of it. As soon
as possible !
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mara 1 1887, déag i 1954,
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