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Fortune smiles favourably
on some Guinness drinkers.

Who would think that a
simple Saturday afternoon

scuffle with a lawn-mower
could lead to you becoming |
~an ambidextrous
Guinness pourer ? Now
whether you pour

with your right or your
left hand makes no great
difference to the Guinness.
But think of the difference
the Guinness is going to
make to you. Guinness says
SO much so well. Like hello.
_ Orglad to see you.
¥ Isn’t that right ?

Theres more than goodness n Gumness |
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HOLIDAYS 1970

NCE again Joe Walsh Tours have produced
their usual top class holiday brochure to
entice us abroad for 1970. They have on offer
a variety of enjoyable holidays to more des-
tinations than ever before. As in past years
they are operating to Italy, Spain, Majorca as
well as numerous pilgrimages to Lourdes
from 37 guineas, and Lourdes combined with
San Sebastian and Rome from 49 and 69
guineas respectively. Not only are they offer-
ing more holiday resorts in each of the afore-
mentioned countries but they are also includ-
ing some exciting new holidays for the first
time.

First of all they offer Oberammergau,
famous for its Passion Play, and every depar-
ture offers a guaranteed seat to attend the
wondrous play. These departures are com-
bined with a holiday in the beautiful Austrian

C_)j

Going
with

Joe Walsh

Tours

Tyrol. This year they also include special 8
and 15 day holidays to Paris, Amsterdam and
Brussels at prices unheard of up to now.
Alternatively you can combine all these excit-
ing capital cities in a special tour by luxury
coach from 37 guineas. Lastly they offer holi-
days by direct flight from Belfast to Spain
departing every Sunday so you can see that in
Joe Walsh Tours, holidays to suit everybody
are available in resorts and hotels personally
chosen and inspected by them with your needs
in mind.

Joe Walsh’s staff in their offices at 16,
Nassau Street, Dublin 2. Telephone 65918;
34, Grafton Street, Dublin 2 and 31 Castle
Street, Belfast. Telephone 43251 look forward
to answering your enquiries. They will be glad
to send you, free of charge, their 28 page
brochure mentioned above. A special item of
interest for those taking early holidays this
year is a special 3 guineas reduction offer for
holidays in Italy, Spain or Majorca throughout
the period of May and June.

49 s

FOR 2 WEEKS IN

SPAIN or MAJORCA

FROM
ONLY

o DI o
ITALY
A )

FOR 1 OR 2 WEEKS IN

PARIS,
BRUSSELS,
or AMSTERDAM

AND MANY OTHER EXCITING
DESTINATIONS

% ALL ABOVE HOLIDAYS BY
AER LINGUS

JOE WALSH TOURS, 16 NASSAU
STREET, DUBLIN 2. Phone 65918
and 31 CASTLE STREET, BELFAST
1. Phone 43251.

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
RSFERENCE DEPT.
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LOURDES

FOR EASTER

Ex-Dublin March 26th

Arrive back Dublin am. March 30th
Ex-Dublin March 29th

Arrive back Dublin a.m. April 2nd

Fly there and back by Aer Lingus BAC 1-11 Jet. Full 40 GNS.
accommodation at the Hotel Stella Matutina in Lourdes. INCLUSIVE

LOURDES SERIES
DEPARTURES 25th June-5th October

4/5/6/7 days in Lourdes. Fly there and back by
Aer Lingus BAC 1-11 Jet. Full accommodation at 37
the Hotel Stella Matutina. FROM GNS

OBERAMMERGAU
DEPARTURES 25th June-10th September

Fly to and from Munich by Aer Lingus BAC 1-11 Jet; coach transporta-
tion on arrival. 2 nights in Oberammergau plus First -
Class ticket to the Passion Play. 6 nights in Ruhpoldinl. 89

GNS.
and sightseeing tours. INCLUSIVE

1 night in Munich. Price includes full board throughout

SHANNON Airborne

Shannon Travel Limited : Airborne Travel

138 Lower Baggot St., Dublin 2. Tel. 63971. Agency Ltd.,
13 Westmoreland St., Dublin 2. Tel. 63971. 37 College Green Dublin 2.
31 O’Connell St., Limerick. Tel. 45011. Tel. 717161.

A MEMBER OF THE HIBERNIAN TRANSPORT GROUP




HOLIDAYS 1970

F you are still dreaming about last year’s
holiday make it your New Year resolution
that this year’s will be even better. You really
have no excuse for not enjoying your holiday
more this year and for the same amount or
less in some cases. Now is the time to start
thinking about your dream holiday for 1970.

Because we are not blessed with the con-
tinuous sunshine that is such a feature of
much of Continental Europe in the Summer
we were always slightly envious of those who
could afford to spend their annual vacation
sunning themselves on the Costa Brava or
the Costa del Sol. This whole idea of only the
wealthy few being able to afford such a holi-
day is happily now a thing of the past. It is
important to say this and if you read on we
will do what is even more important, prove
it |

How about your own private apartment for
15 days on Calamayor from 53 guineas. Well
this is one example of the type of holiday
offered by Shannon and Airborne travel
agencies. Both these agencies are now mem-
bers of the Hibernian Transport Group and
are offering a joint holiday programme for
1970.

In their range of Majorca charter flights
by Aer Lingus BAC 1-11 Jet, Shannon-
Airborne have devised a programme for dis-
cerning holiday makers and have concen-
trated on a small selection of good class hotels,
at which substantial accommodation has
already been booked.

In Palma for example, you can enjoy that
millionnaire feeling for as little as 85 guineas
for 15 days at the Hotel Bellner. It commands
a fine view of the Yacht Club and Bay of
Palma, all rooms have bathroom and air con-
ditioning and the hotel boasts two restaurants,
fwo bars, a heated swimming pool, a cinema,
hairdressing salon and a boutique. A few miles
eastward along the coast you can stay at the
Orient, a handsome new hotel due for com-

@ One of the very pleasant features of holidaying

abroad is the extraordinary courtesy of Aer Lingus

hostesses—it even makes coming home a pleasure,
And they’re pretty too!

pletion early in 1970. Here you can bask on
your own private terrace—every room has
one. Holidays using this hotel start at 66
guineas.

If you like to feel you have an island home
of your own, you may stay at the Pullman
Apartments in Calamoyor. These are the
apartments referred to at the beginning of the
article and each one has personal maid ser-
vice daily. There is a night club and swimming
pool and meals can be taken in the restaurant
or cooked in the kitchen. Holidays with apart-
ments only, cost from 53 guineas. Full board
costs another £ 15-10-0.

Shannon-Airborne also offer a wide range
of holidays on scheduled Aer Lingus services
to resorts in Spain, Italy, Austria, Switzer-
land, Belgium and Holland. These holidays,
all using good class hotels, are attractively
priced from 65 guineas for two weeks.
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COVER PHOTO

UR front cover this month features three very prominent G.A.A.
sports personalities. Qur young camogie star is Ann Carroll
and her male colleagues need little introduction—Mick O'Dwyer

(Kerry) and Denis Murphy (Cork). O'Dwyer and Murphy are
GAELIC SPORT'S Top Ten Stars for 1969 (see page 7). Ann
Carroll’s career to-date is spotlighted on page 42.

COMMENT

Time for a new deal

ILL the ’Seventies bring a
“new deal” for the ordin-

ary club players not up to
inter-county standard, who form

the overwhelming majority of

_ the playing membership of our

Association. The very keen
interest aroused by the pre-
Christmas Ulster club football
championship, and the decision
by Westmeath Convention to
press for the introduction by
Leinster of a club football test
could bring a refreshing wind of
change.

Proposals for All-Ireland club
championships are such hardy
annuals that they have become
something of a joke—but not to
those non-inter county men
who, under the present set-up,
are deprived of the chance they
deserve of winning a national
medal.

It's time to knock the old
argument that the programme
is too heavy to permit the intro-
duction of All-Ireland club
tests, no matter how desirable
thev may be.

Some inter-county tests could
be scrapped to the improve-
ment of the programme. Last
yvear Kerry also showed that,
despite a most demanding inter-
county bill. it is still possible to
complete the county champion-
ships In the same year.

With careful planning, 1t
would be possible to stage the
cInb ch2mpionships from early
Febru~ry to late April—featur-
ing the previous year’s winners

5

—on the same lines as the inter-
county tests. Club football
games could be played on dates
devoted to Hurling League ties,
and the hurling club matches on
the same days as the Football
League.

This plan would mean inter-
county players would be free to
play with their clubs in the All-
Ireland series, and with their
county teams in the League—
and wouldn’t disrupt the yearly
programme.

Too severe a strain on
players? Utter rot! No player
worth his salt would complain
about having to play four razor-
keen matches in a month on
successive Sundays. Many are
doing this each summer, any-
way.

Another point: Nowadays
there is a tendency for clubs to
seek postponements on the
flimsiest of grounds—and more
often than not these are success-
ful—with the results that the
county championships drag on
and on needlessly in many
counties.

We may talk about ambitious
schemes, revival drives, and
more social activities, but the
basic point is that if our games
are to progress as they should,
we must provide the majority of
the players with as many attrac-
tive and regular games 4ds
possible. Other sports are doing
this, and it’'s past time the
G.A.A. faced up squarely to the

challenge.
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Jim could run like a bat out of h . . .
And kick most amazingly well,

But the ref took his name

Ere the end of the game

For powering his footwear with Shell.

GOOD MILEAGE —
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MICK O’BWYER

MICK O'DWYER (Kerry) and
Denis Murphy (Cork) have
emerged as Gaelic Sport’s top
footballer and hurler, respec-
tively, for 1969,

In football Mick O’Dwyer’s
consistent performances through-
out the season kept him in a
handy position in the points
table but it was his superlative
display against Offaly in the
Grounds Tournament replay that
finally clinched the title for him.
[t enabled him. to finish with a
two points margin over his club-
mate, Din Joe Crowley. With
Offaly featuring in most of the
major games last season it’s
natural that there should be a
fair sprinkling of the Leinster
Champions in the Top Ten table
and Willie Bryan’s total of 30
points captures for him third
spot in the rankings.

One can never be sure when
talking of what might have been
but surely but for Mick O'Con-
nell’s untimely exit from the
football scene the Gentle Giant
would most likely have ousted
his team-mate and close friend
Mick O’Dwyer from the number
one spot, as it was, at the time
of his departure Micko had com-
piled the handsome total of 28
points, just 6 points off the
leader.

In hurling it may come as a
surprise to find that the top spot
is not £lled by a Kilkenny man
but as readers of this column are

' STARS

aware these rating are assessed
on week-to-week performances
and it was not until the com-
mencement of the Leinster Cham-
pionships that the Kilkennymen
started to make thelr presence
felt, whereas the Cork Seniors
were on active duty practically
throughout the season. It is most
pleasing to find Cork’s Denis
Murphy occupying the leading
position, this scrupulously fair
and immaculate hurler is well
worthy of the honour. Pat Nolan,
Wexford’s keeper made a very
forward showing, being pipped
by only 3 points for the top spot
and he in turn had just 1 point
to spare over that artist of the
hurling field, Eddie Keher.

The following are the final
placings in the Top Ten table in
both hurling and fnﬂtball for
1969,

FOOTBALL

1—(34) Mick O’'Dwyer (Kerry)
92— (32) D. J. Crowley (Kerry)

3—(30) Willie Bryan (Oftaly)
4—(28) M. O’Connell ...(Kerry)
5—(26) N. Clavin ... (Offaly)
6—(25) H. Newman ... (Cavan)

,, M, O’Shea ...... (Kerry)
8 (24) P. McCormack (Offaly)

,» A. McTague ... (Oftaly)

10—(23) T. Prendergast (Kerry)

HURLING

1—(41) Denis Murphy ... (Cork
9__(38) Pat Nolan (Wezxford)

7

DENIS MURPHY

3—(37) E. Keher ... (Kilkenny)
4—(31) Willie Walsh ... (Cork)
5—(28) J. Doyle ... (Tipperary)
6—(25) Paddy Barry ... (Cork)

,, Jim Tracey (Kilkenny)
8—(23) Pat Henderson
(Kilkenny)
,, Charlie Cullinane
(Cork)
., Damien Martin (Offaly)

The following were the rank-
ings of players in matches played
from the 23rd of November to
the 14th of December inclusive.

FOOTBALL

(10) Mick O'Dwyer........ (Kerry)
(7) Joe Corcoran ...... (Mayo)
(V) D, J. Crowley ...... (Kerry)
(7) Willie Bryan ...... (Offaly)
(7) Seamus Murphy ... (Kerry)
(7) John Morley ........ . (Mayo)
(6) Sean Cooney ...... (Offaly)

(6) Pat Monaghan ...... (Offaly)
(6) Ray Prendergast ...
(5) Michael Gleeson ...

HURLING

(10) Pa Dillon ...... (Kilkenny)
(9) Richie Bennis ...(Limerick)
(1) Eddie Keher ... (Kilkenny)
()Jimmy Doyle ... (Tipperary)
(¢) Mick Roche ... (Tipperary)

(6)Francis L{mghnane
(Tipperary)
(6) Pat Henderson (Kilkenny)
(6) Frank Cummins (Kilkenny)
(6) Tommy Ring (Westmeath)
(5) Ollie Walsh ... (Kilkenny)
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At this time of year a lot of
people are left standing

Winter motoring is tough on your battery. Esso batteries have a unique “no quibble”
Windscreen wipers, heater, lights and all the other ~ guarantee."Which means what it says. If your
accessories that need vital battery power are in battery gives out inside two years, it will

regular use. If your battery isn’t up to scratch be replaced, free of charge, by your Esso dealer.
then you could be left standing. So don’t take ~~We can give a guarantee like this because
chances. Get your present battery checked at your ~ we know you'll never need it. But it’s nice for you
nearest Esso dealer. If it needs renewing then to know it’s there . . . just in case.

make sure you get an Esso Premium battery.

If it’s Esso it must be good




By
PATRICK DAVID

OU must be joking 1if you
think I'm going to travel
down to Portlaoise to see them.”
«“Take it easy’—he answered—
«“This Clare team might have got
a raw deal against Galway and
remember they knocked the day-
lights out of Cork. If they beat
Laois, the very least they will be
in is a group play-off with either
Cork or Galway.

“But Clare” — I told him —
“Who ever heard of them as a
football team? Have you ever
even seen them play football?”

“No”’—at least he was decent

enough to admit it—"But that's
no reason why we shouldn’t go
to see them. You never Kknow,
they might be as good as they're
cracked up to be. And look at it,
we haven’t been out of Dublin
on a Sunday since the Munster
final—and that was last July.”

Now the reason was out, It

wasn’t the Clare football team

that prompted the idea of a trip
to Portlaoise in November. No,
no, it was the chance to get out
for a day. A few jars, meeting
some old friends, some conversa-

tion and no household
worries,
“Alright we’ll go” — I said

orudgingly—“but so help me if
this Clare team don’t do some-
thing, I’ll drive back to Dublin
before the end of the first half.”

I was still in the same frame
of mind when he picked me up
at Liberty Hall that morning.
There was an edge on the wind
that sliced through my coat and
the frost was thick on the wall
heside the Liffey. To make things
worse it was only 11.30 and there
was still an hour to go before
“they” opened.

Off we went and the humour
was frigid on all sides. We could
have gone any place else but
Portlaoise. The prospect of
watching a Clare team 'was
enough to blight any man’s day.

We eventually got there and
the humour didn’t improve when
we couldn’t find the Press gate

into the ground. By the time that

was staightened out, I was fit
to be tied and dumped in the
local river.

Clare were out first . . . and,
<0 help me, they even looked like
a football team, There was a very
pronounced professional look
about them when they raced on
to the pitch and went through a
few warming up exercises.

I was particularly taken by
their full-back—the towering P.
J. Kennedy. “The last of the big
full-backs”—I heard someone Ié-
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mark a little unkindly behind
me.

I recognised a few other faces
—Sean Downes, Paddy McMahon,
young Michael Hough—he used
to be a runner, I think — Joe
Lillis, Michael Moloney and
Maurice Dillon.

By now I was frozen solid, or
so it seemed. I couldn’t even
licht a cigarette. My two frozen
mitts were stuffed up the sleeves
of my coat.

Then they started—and to say
the least of it, it was a revela-
tion. This Clare team looked the
part. They swarmed into attack,
lovely hand-passing, fine fielding,
good kicking and a sturdy deter-
mination that anyone who tried
to pass would feel the full brunt
of a Clare shoulder.

It was wonderful stuff, one of
the best matches I have seen this
year. And Clare thoroughly de-
served to win. They looked a
great football team and they are.

Cork used to be the big danger
to Kerry in the South but on the
evidence of this game, I'm pre-
pared to lay bets now that the
biggest threat to the all-Ireland
champions next summer in the
South will come from Clare,

“Well’—said he to me—"“What
do you think now? Won’t you
agree that we did right in coming
to see Clare?”

At this stage I had the cup
that cheers in my hand, and the
old half-dollar cigar was pouring
fumes through the lounge of the
very attractive motel just outside
Portlaoise.

“One of the best football teams
I have seen this year”’—I told
him—“A most satisfactory day
all round. The only pity is that
they must face Kerry in the
South. If Kerry weren’t there, I'd
be prepared to lay generous odds
that we might see a Clare foot-
hall team in Croke Park next
year.”

And, Kerry and all,
still happen yet . . .

it could

a — 3 % = : - .



to the rescue.

Now she's completely free of

Nilverm stops hoose tor sure!
hoose. Not a trace of cough.

" Nilverm ’ sweeps away hoose worms

and allows animals to make a quick recovery.

A dose of * Nilverm ’ will also rid your cattle of bowel
worms and stomach worms.

" Nilverm ’ is in your chemists now.

Stop hoose for sure with

Nilver

Formula: Tetramisole 3% W/V:
Sodium Metabisulphite B.P. 0.1%
W/V, Sodium Edetate B.P. 0.13%

W/V. Propyl Hydroxybenzoate
B.P. 0.02%; Colour 0.5% W/V:
Citric Acid B.P. 2.0% W/V:
Water to 100%.

TRADE MARK
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OF ’69

HE Editor has asked me to

name my Hurler of the Year

and Footballer of the Year and

I find the task far more difficult

than was the case at this time
last year.

You see then I was able fto
plump unhesitatingly for Mick
Roche (Tipperary) and Sean
O’Neill (Down), for not alone
had each starred in his respec-
tive All-Ireland Final but had

given consistently outstanding
performances on the road to
Croke Park.

To me the criterion 1s not
solely on how a man performs on
the great day itself, when the
eves of 65,000 spectators or more
are on him and you have the full
spotlight of television and Press
coverage and all the glamour and
spectacle of the day. No, I take
as much account of a man’s in-
fluence of his side as a whole, his
record and what he did perhaps
back in the earlier rounds of the
championship.

For if a team does not get to
Croke Park, how can there be a
performance by any member of
the side that will go 1nto the
annals of the game ?

Mick O’Connell did not have a
very good game in the All-Ireland
Football Final but they all agree
that he played some of the finest
football of his career in bringing
Kerry out of Munster and in win-
ning them the League crown.

And his very presence on the

Kerry team on Final day had a
wonderful inspirational efiect on
the side as a whole — who can
forget the way the stands and
terraces rose to him as one man
as he made his appearance on the
pitch from under the Cusack

Stand ?

But the hard fact must be
faced at the same time that in the
choice of the Hurler of the Year
and the Footballer of the Year,
the performance on the day itself
cannot be discounted.

I remember Michael Keating
sayving to me after the 1968 Mun-
ster Final (you will recall that
he gave one of the most brilliant
performances of his career on the
wing against Cork that day) that
the odds were against him repeat-
ing the performance in the Final.
Michael had learned enough to
realise that when you hit a peak
day like that, it’s odds-on that
yvou will be a marked man in the
decider and then it’s not always
possible to keep at top fitness
right through to Final day. Un-
luckily for him he got injured in
a club game and it came against
him near the close of the first
half in the Final. Unluckily for
Mick Roche too that his side was
beaten after the brilliance of his
individual display. For the Hur-
ler of the Year and the Footballer
of the Year, excepting on very
rare occasions, are picked from
the winning All-Ireland teams
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By RAYMOND SMITH

(Jim McKeever in 1958 was one
of the rare exceptions),

I could plump for Mick O’Con-
nell then as the Footballer of the
Year, taking his performances
through the season up to the All-
Ireland Final as the criterion and
on the Final Day itself I could
go for D. J. Crowley, who made
some of the finest individual runs
I have seen from the midfield
position (in one toe-to-hand run
he must have carried the ball
fully sixty vards into Offaly terri-
tory).

But after cold reflection and
leaving all sentiment aside I
plump for Johnny Culloty and if
ever a man deserved the honour
of the Footballer of the Year
award, it is this modest player
from Killarney.

Already he goes into the annals
as the man who led the Kingdom
to the 21st but he should now
go in as the Footballer of 1969
and if T had a vote in the selec-
tion, he would get mine without
any question or doubt whatso-
ever.

Before I talk about his talent,
let me put on record his sports-
manship. Have you ever heard
of Johnny Culloty being “in the
wars’ or have you seen him
ouilty of those exasperating little
tricks of gamesmanship that may
make the crowd laugh momen-
tarily but which the really great
ones of the game (men Ilike

® OVERLEAF
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AUROFAC 20

Profit killer ! That's white Scour. Aurofac* 20 s
your best protection against this scourge, and Aurofac*®
20 has been proven effective as a preventative and
treatment of white scour under Irish conditions, by
Veterinary Officers of the Department of Agriculture.
This modern, effective way of treating and preventing
white scour is an essential investment for today’s farmer.
The powerful antibiotic, Aureomycin® in Aurofac® 20
gives vyou faster results—for less cost! Of special
importance are bought-in calves. These should be kept
in isolation and treated promptly with Aurofac® 20 to
prevent your herd coming in contact with white scour.
And Aurofac® 20 is simple to use. [t mixes easily with
milk. Protect your calves against White Scour.

*Regd. Trademark.

75 CYANANI D =

Product of Cyanamid International

good animal health starts with

\Wihalehamn m

Available from WHELEHANS who help the
farmer make a profitable business
from farming.
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@ FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Bobby Rackard or Jimmy Finn,
for example) did not stoop to
when the chips were down.

A great sportsman — and a
great captain. A great captain
in the sense that his approach is
the quiet, masterly one—not the
flashy or flamboyant one. From
his position in goal, he surveys
the field and he sees the weak
spots and he 1s able to get his
point of view across in a quiet
but very effective manner.

As a goalie, he is one of the
soundest I know. Only one lapse
and that because he was too
sure. When I met him at the
reception after the All-Ireland
Final, I walked over to him sit-
ting at a quiet table down the
hall (he doesn’t like the lime-
light of the top table) and I said:
“That great save just after half-
time made up for 1960, Johnny.”

He smiled and said self-effac-
ingly : “That’s the luck of the
game.”

Yes, the luck of the game. In
1960 Jim McCartan kicked one
in from 40 yards—a speculative
shot. Johnny was so sure of
taking it that he was picking the
man to whom he would send out
his clearance—the ball, however,
glanced off his up-stretched
fingers and into the net. The
turning point.

No real mistake since then—
and just after half-time against
Offaly, a shot that had “goal”
written all over it. No team
needed a goal more than Offaly
then—and a goal could have
transformed the game, in their
favour, as Mick Morris admitted
afterwards. But Johnny Culloty
with that wonderful positional
sense that comes with long ex-
perience was in the right spot at
the right moment—and the ball
was saved.

I jotted down in my notebook:
“That save has won the 21st for
Kerry.”

All that happened subsequently
was 1ncidental. The big climax
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of the drama had come and
passed and all we saw ifrom then
on merely impressed upon us the
superior skill of Kerry’s football
and Offaly’s lack of real punch
up front.

But a goal just after the inter-
val would have uplifted Offaly’s
game—to the extent that they
would have attained new heights.
A team challenging for the
highest honours, challenging
especially against Kerry of the
proud tradition needs the uplift
of a goal in an All-Ireland Final
to get anywhere. Points alone
do not suffice.

Back in 1955 when Dublin
threw down the gauntlet to Kerry
in a memorable Football Final,
Johnny Culloty was a member of

@ EDDIE KEHER proudly hol
over Cork in the 1969 All-Ireland hurling final.
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the Kingdom side — at corner
forward.

He has seen the great moments
and the lean seasons—he has not
lost his head in the flush of vic-
tory or become a nasty player
in moments when the opposition
may have flaunted their talent in
the elation of bringing down
“mighty Kerry”.

Most will remember him as a
footballer only, as a goalie of
fine talent, but those of us who
know and love hurling will think
of Johnny the hurler. Like Niall
Sheehy he has a particular love
for the game and 1 have seen
these two men on wet days battle
hard for the Kingdom in tough,
uncompromising Division II hurl-
ing matches. Going out maybe to
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ds aloft the Liam McCarthy Cup followi
“Keher inspired the Kilkennymen to new heights

by his leadership”’, says Raymond Smith.
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ng Kilkenny's thrilling win

play hurling the Sunday after
Kerry had won some big football
match and if they were only
interested in headlines, they
might not bother.

So I hail Johnny Culloty the
all-rounder—and that is another
reason he is my choice for 1969.

In hurling I could go for
Martin Coogan (Kilkenny) or
Pat Henderson (Kilkenny) oOr
Ted Carroll (Kilkenny) and In
either of these three instances
I would be making a good choice.
All three have given brilliant ser-
vice to Kilkenny and all three
starred in the All-Ireland Final
and were consistency itselt
through the season.

But I must in the final analysis

® TO PAGE 48




They found their evidence
in adeserted Croke Park...

Evidence on Asbestos Cement sheeting—and all
it can take. If they had suspected it already, they
had now seen for themselves how Asbestos Cement
requires virtually no maintenance and just cannot
rust. Is weather-proof and non-combustible. Lasts

indefinitely. s unaffected by steam. |

Asbestos Cement has yet another advantage. It
brings ease and speed of construction; and these
are factors which keep costs way down. A new
pavilion, shower-room or even grandstand can be
a reality for your Branch or Club if you specify
Asbestos Cement, the Irish building material. Ideal
for all Irish weather conditions.

IASBESTOS
ICEMENT LIMITED

19 Lower Pembroke Street, Dublin 2
Telephone 65851
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OUR Editor has asked me to
write on what rules I would
like to see changed in the playing
rules of football and hurling. No
mean problem, but a vital one,
indeed. Let us have a look at
some of the thoughts that have
been abroad within recent times.
They have concerned football
mostly, for it is in football that
almost all the dissatisfaction has
occurred. There is a general feel-
ing about, I sense, that hurling
is a fantastic game within even
the present rules, and that what
we are short of is players of the
required extreme skill who can
interpret it for us to the full

There is a feeling about foot-
ball that we have an abundance
of skilled practitioners, willing to
play the game with delightfully
skilful concepts, but that they
are being hampered, in some
degree, by the ruleg of the game
as they stand at present. With a
bhit more licence here or there,
they seem to think, they could

really make this game into a
a showpiece. What 1is found
wrong ?

The foot pick: I would never
allow it to be legislated out of

Says SEAMUS O BRAONAIN

the game. Under no clrcum-
stances can I see anything good
coming from its elimination.
Apart from the fact emphasised
very well by an tAth Leon O
Morachain that it is an integral
skill of the game, and that the
reduction of the skills of any
game can do nothing but Im-
poverish it, there are plenty of
pragmatic reasons.

I was interested to see that
Dermot Earley confirmed my re-
peated insistence that the
straight pick would lead to
worse evils when he was Iinter-
viewed for a profile which ap-
peared in last month’s issue. As
he put it, you would have
players diving in and scrabbling
for the ball on the ground, if the
straight pick became legal
Players say there is a great deal
of lunging in by opponents as
they collect the ball from the
ground; is it not obvious that the
fact that they can pick it direct
will encourage more lunging
with the boot, since the oppo-
nent’s only chance of competing
is by preventing the picker pos-
sessing himself of the ball ?

Enlarged parallelogram: From
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one point of view, there 1s some-
thing in this—it would clean up
play in the goal area, since a
penalty would be the result of
fouls in that area. But, you would
then be clearing an area in front
of goal much larger than the
present, and a hundred different
attacking gambits would be
foiled because the attacker,
naturally, must be excluded from
the new parallelogram as from
the old, before the ball, if one is
to be fair to backs. Otherwise,
it is merely diserimination
against defenders, who are al-
ready by far the underprivileged
classes of the football field.

Double-free for fouls in the
14 yard zome: This copy firom
basketball of the double-iree,
might, on certain occaslons,
prove a just and adequate solu-
tion. But, how many times would
it be a present of two points, or,
at least, one. The attacking side
may have worked a clear open-

ing, a forward 1s through 1n

tront of goal and is pulled down
frantically by outmanoeuvred
defenders. In such a cas€ the
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double-free would seem equit
able. When else ? When can you
say that the forward is a sure
goal-scorer? Or even point.
scorer ? Certainly not when there
are defenders still in his path
and within range to tackle.

Your back will, of course, ask
—and rightly so—why he should
be chosen for special punishment
when his colleagues and the
opposition get away with, per-
haps, far worse and more ill
intentioned fouls further out
field, and suffer only half as
much punishment.

It is too easy to hold posses
sion indefinitely; there are too
many possible ways of disposing
of possession, and too few lawful
methods of combating the man in
possession. To this extent, those
who suggested that the Rugby
tackle, or the Australian rules
tackle, be introduced were think-
Ing along the right lines, but, I
submit, in the wrong direction.

They felt that the tacklers
should be given greater freedom
in combating the possessors. All
very well, but the way of doing
that which is suggested would, 1
feel, so alter the concept of the
game of football as to ruin a
large part of its individuality.
Allow that kind of tackle and
you will have reduced the game
to many of the ills of Rugby.
gone against the thinking pre-
valent in the whole Association
that what is required is greater
and easier flow of the play.

No, I am certain that any ex-
tension of the latitude of the
tackler would be a step in the
wrong direction. I would go the
opposite direction on the same
line, and bring about fair play
for all by restricting the licence
of the possessor.

First, I would reduce the num-
ber of steps which may be
travelled in possession from four
to three, to bring the rules of

@ TO PAGE 48
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FULL-TIME
TRAINING
MUST BE
RESTORED!

Says
SEAN RICE

NOTHER year has dawned,
and another decade. And the
struggle for Gaelic football sur-
vival gets tougher and tougher.
So many things threaten
this game of ours to-day that
one wonders what the ’seventies
hold in store, particularly for the
game in Connacht.
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Its health in the province at
the moment belies the battle that
rages in most of the counties. for
in the present National League
Sligo, Roscommon, Mayo and
Galway are all faring exception-
ally well.

But the squeeze 1s greater now
than it has ever been. As more
and more young people leave the
West, and more of those who
stay take little interest, the pres-
sure on clubs never eases so that
now it seems that the founders’
dream of a club in every parish
cannot be the success once hoped
for.

It is the small rural clubs that
are mostly affected. Winning, to
many of them, 1is almost un-
known. And if winning 1s not
supposed to be the most 1mpor-
tant thing in sport, to my mind
it is certainly the essential Incen-
tive for progress; and perhaps
the only path to carry the club’s
most promising players to selec-
tion on county senior teams.

This of course throws an extra
burden on County Board officials,
for their pool of talent is nearly
always drawn from winning
teams, which don’t vary so often,
and consequently within the
county the pool becomes smaller.
So they are forced to rely on
players who have left their native
county, and who have done well
with other clubs.

Mayo, Roscommon, Sligo and
Leitrim are worst hit in this res-
pect. At one stage Leitrim had
only two players of their senior
football team residing within the
county. They have tried to
rectify that. County Board secre-
tary Tommy Riordan told me
they were concentrating more on
youth in the hope that the econ-
omic blight that has drained the
blood of the county might soon
pass, and he might be Ileft
enough players on which to pin
new hopes of success.
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Mayo are not a lot better off.
Nine of their present senior
squad reside outside the county.
Roscommon and Sligo are simil-
arly hit. It is all so frustrating
and expensive for Boards, par-
ticularly when a team has a good
chance of doing well in either
league or championship.

It means that if a team such
as Mayo want to show up well
in the league they must get
together at least once a week and
when it comes to a vital match
it can be three or four times a
week. One can imagine then
what expense 1s incurred in
the other Connacht counties.

Of course players could be left
to train on their own. But no
matter how good the player’s in-
tentions—and it takes a lot of
interest and guts for a player to
get out and train on his own—
it is not the same thing as being
urged on by a trainer. He will
do all the things he thinks he
should, but he will not do that
extra bit which 1s the vital differ-
ence.

Galway, are the best off in this
respect. When they hit their
great three-year-run in the cham-
pionship, fourteen of their
players lived in the county. They
could come together as often as
they wished and it was the spirit
spawned from this togetherness
that brought them victory and
made them such an outstanding
team.

That is the proof. When the
Central Council decided to stop
collective training they immedia-
tely erected an impregnable bar-
rier between victory and less
well-off counties in Connacht. It
is time they did something to
alleviate this awful burden on
weak counties, not alone in Con-
nacht but in the whole of the
West of Ireland.

That is my hope for the com-
ing year.
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but only the match
need finish

Instead of being a ‘spoilsport’, the
final whistle can signal the start of
a pleasant evening for both the
home team and visitors alike —

when you have a modern Terrapin

pavilion where they can meet in a
friendly social atmosphere after
the match.

A Terrapin pavilion — ‘tailored’

to your needs at surprisingly low
cost — could be the ideal solution
to the problem of providing a
comfortable and stimulating Club
environment for your members,
visitors and friends. For details of
errapin Pavilion Plans write to:

ERRAPIN BUILDINGS,

errapin of Ireland Ltd.,

e Murrough, Wicklow,
0. Wicklow. Tel. Wicklow 2462.



dynamic
fund
raising
campaign
planned
by the
Barrs

could

set
pattern
for

all
clubs

By
EAMONN YOUNG

GROUNDS DEVELOPMENT

CORK CLUB TO SPEND £100,000

| A LOT of money has been spent

on stadia in recent years
and many of our most sincere
people have been asking if the
money was a dreadful waste.
They tell us that the days of the
big crowds are gone either to
the television screen or other
attractions, that the cost of up-

.keep for these grounds is out of

proportion to their value and that
we would have been far wiser to
have invested the money in many
smaller grounds with better and
more comfortable seating ac-
commodation.

While there is some sense in
the argument the matter reminds
me a little of the question by the
girl-student of the university who
asked Bishop Lucey of Cork why
were the five new churches built
in the city when the money could
have been spent much more
wisely elsewhere.

Just like the churches the
stadia were needed for the
people, to ensure that about fifty
thousand people could see a pro-
vincial final, while Croke Park
1s necessary both as a showpiece
and as a venue for the All-
Ireland finals.

If these places were not avail-
able thousands will stay away
and fail to be impressed by the
electric atmosphere of the big
day and in addition we will fail
to attract what I will call the
passing trade of spectators.

The employment these stadia
give and are giving, the money
that was ploughed back into the
community and the value of the
investment are other arguments
which should help to assuage any
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misgivings we may have about
the value of the stadia.

The next step is to develop
these venues not to hold further
crowds but to increase comforts
for both players and spectators.
The awareness of the necessity
for covered accommeodation is, I
think, desirable and necessary
while comfortable dressing
rooms, showers, quiet entry
places, refreshments and first-aid
facilities are musts for players.

A most vital stage in the fur-
ther development of the stadium,
large or small, is the creation of
a community centre and here the
latest notable example is the
plan made by the ninety-year-old
club, St. Finbarr’s of Cork.

The club proposes to spend
about one hundred thousand
pounds iIn the next twelve
months, They will lay out three
fields and have a wall built
around the lot. Some of us don’t
like this restriction created by
walls, for sometimes the result
1s that players as well as in-
truders are locked out. How-
ever this i1s one of the inevitables
of modern society.

The pavilion will include
clubrooms, several meeting
rooms, a bar, a hall, pitch and
putt club, squash and handball
courts, and Jim Goulding the
chairman of the hurling club tells
me he and his committee have
enrolled the enthusiasm and
energy of John Herrick who as
chairman of the central commit-
tee will, under the umbrella of
the hurling and football eclubs
organise a small army (John says

® TO PAGE 21




THE

FASTEST
WAY YOU
..... CAN
PRODUCE
A
FIRST RATE
PLAYING
FIELD
GREENS RANGER
CORK DUBLIN WEXFORD FETHARD

g e

MOUNT SACKVILLE CONVENT, CHAPELIZOD.

Phone or write for folder showing range of desiens available 10—

7 OLD VICTORIA ROAD, CORK. Telephone 23858

CEDARLAN Ltd.
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Kilkenny are not just showpieces but are essential to the well-being of the G .A.A.", writes Eamonn Young.

® FROM PAGE 19.
that sounds more impressive than
the simple word “army”’) of
helpers who will be calling on
the thirty thousand or so who
may subscribe to this great enter-
prise.

The first step is to drop bro-
chures into everybody’s door in a
particular disfrict and then a few
days later have it followed up by
two collectors calling to persuade
the householder to assist. The
collectors will in some cases be
men who have learned the fech-
nique the hard way in the very
many charitable organisations
which do good for the poorer
class of society. Others will be
young men whose ability to col-
lect has been confined strictly to
the round ball. But it's the

enthusiasm that matters. Be-
tween the battle-scarred and the
innocent the money will surely
roll in from parents who wish
their children to play and other
children who long ago knew the
joy and the value of organised
and disciplined competition.

The Barrs have an advantage
in that they do not have to build
from the ground up. Already
there is a virile and popular club
which retains the affection of
thousands by its good hurling
and football. What 1s now
needed is to enrol the great un-
committed population which has
occupied in recent years the big
new housing estates. They will
be encouraged to affiliate, to join
the pitch and putt club, to hold
socials, to come and watch the
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boys and girls practising and
generallly to become involved in
this great sports centre.

A vital part of the motive
power was supplied by Connie
Noonan who had already con-
tributed substantially to the pitch
the club called after him. Connie,
who has a War of Independence
record, made a success of his life
in New York where he is a very
prominent member of the Irish
community. Frequently in Ire-
land and always in touch with his
club his forthright thinking and
undiminished energy are more
valuable even than his cash con-
tributions.

It does seem that the day of
the big empty stadium is ever
coming to a close. No doubt they

@ TO PAGE 22
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will be filled only once or twice
a year in the case of the provin-
cial finals but they will be half-
filled at other times and more
important still, very often there
will be a few hundred people
there playing, watching, arguing,
drinking, dancing, and mingling
generally In an atmosphere of
uninhibited decorum that can

only bring further good to the
community.

“Our object”, says Jim Gould-
Ing, ‘“1s to provide a centre where
the ’Barrs club can live and work
and play, where the community
which supports us can feel at
home and enjoy itself. We are

the leading sports club in an area
which recently has spread far be-
yond 1it’s previous limits. We

hope to have most of these
people Interested in us and all
will benefit.”

“The job 1s a big one,” John
Herrick says, “but our small
army 1s equipped to do it. The
results will I hope make every-
one proud that he had a hand
s S

columns and Beams.

STRUCTURAPID + LYNCRETE

THE FASTEST AND MOST ECONOMICAL BUILDING
SYSTEM OF ITS KIND IN IRELAND

Years of Testing and Usage Prove its Reliability

Structurapid 1s, simply an extremely reliable load-bearing Structure — consisting of prefabricated

Developed in Italy, the Structurapid system has been used in the construction of many important
buildings throughout Europe.

Fast and Convenient Availability in Ireland

Just over 18 months ago the Structurapid system was introduced to Ireland and manufacturing
of the system is carried out at Dublin and Cork.
Cladding panels, Lyncrete Floors and just recently Lyncrete Burkle Stair Units and Landings in
order to provide their clients with a complete Structural Framework Service. Although only
recently introduced to Ireland by the Company Lyncrete-Burkle Stair Units and Landings are
already proving to be much faster in erection and much more economical than the traditional

method In use at the present time.

Instant Success

Since itsiintruductiun to Ireland the Structurapid system has been used on over 20 residential,
commercial and industrial building contracts.

In some 200 contracts.
and more economical.

STRUCTURAPID
(DUBLIN) LTD.
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In addition the Manufacturers produce

Lyncrete floors have been used independently

If you're in building you're interested in a system that’s faster, reliable
Structurapid is the system that’ll interest you.

Call one of the companies below for full details on products and services.

AN PRECAST LTD.
CARRIGROHANE ROAD,

CORK 43816
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HATE?

O.NLY that I had been raised
by a kind, sweet, gentle and
well-mannered mother, I would
have screeched my head off at
him in Croke Pirk. At the time
I doubt whether anyone could
ever have hated Marcus Wilson
as much as I did.

There he was, in a National
Football League game—I think
it was a home final—and no one
in a red jersey could beat him.
Now remember, I didn’t know
Marcus at the time; I had never
spoken even a word to him. But,
so help me, if T had been asked
to give an opinion of him, the
words would have burned holes
in ashestos.

He was tough. There was no
question about that. But the way
he dealt with the Cork forwards
was scandalous, He couldn’t pos-
sibly have been doing it by fair
means. There he was, horsing
Corkmen all over the place—and
the referee as blind as a bat!

How could anyone possibly like
Marcus Wilson ? As far as I was
concerned, he was an enemy, to
be disliked, even hated.

And mark you, this was at a
time when the same Marcus was
building up into a magnificent
hurler and footballer. The
trouble, of course, was that he
was playing with Dublin—and I
had no time, good, bad nor in-
different for Dublin. And as I
saw it, everything that was

Asks PHILIP RODERICK

detestable about Dublin was
centred in Marcus Wilson. Worse
: ~ he seemed to be getting
better with every game.

Time passed . . . and in one of
those strange ways, I discovered
a slight sneaking regard for
Marcus Wilson. Which may have
been helped by the fact that Cork
and Kerry had slipped just a
little to the left of the football
picture at the time.

Now take yourselves to the
1958 football final. No one in the
world wanted an all-Ireland foot-
ball medal more for the same
Marcus Wilson than I did. I was
getting a bit worried at the time
that he might wind up his career
without one.

I was now a Dublin supporter.
Derry were my new hate. Jim
McKeever and the Gribbins were
my new enemies, I had no time
now for Derry, who, by the
greatest fluke in the history of
football had removed my lovely
Kerry from the scene in the semi-
final. How dared they ?

I wanted to see Derry get a
good hammering in the final and
who better to do it than Dublin
—and my new hero, Marcus
Wilson, the darling man ?

One word against him and I
would have stretched his ac-
cuser on the spot.

Nowadays Marcus and I are
the best of friends and I couldn’t
recommend better company. He
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is a kind, charitable man, witty,
humorous—despite a penchant
for telling old jokes—and there
is an extraordinary gentleness in
him.

I have often mentioned my
one-time “hatred” to him. He
accepts it, of course, and as he

has often retaliated — ‘“There
were a lot of Corkmen I hated,
too.”

But Marcus was not my only
“enemy’”’ over the years. There
were thousands of them. Take
Nick Rackard, for instance.

There were times in the 1856
hurling final at Croke Park when
I felt like going out on to the
pitch to take him on myself.
Happily, perhaps for me, 1 was
well wired in. But there were
moments in that game when I
was screaming my head off, in a
vain plea to every Corkman on
the pitch to stop the rampaging
Rackard by any ploy in the book
or outside it. Stop him, stop
him . . . at any cost.

And that went for every Wex-
ford man—Ned Wheeler, Jim
English, Paudge Kehoe, the lot.
The impertinence of them in
being in an all-Ireland hurling
final against Cork, the traditional
heroes of the game—and beating
them, which made it even worse.

But only a few short years
later, when Tipperary had won
the Munster title again and Cork

® TO PAGE 25
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It might not seem as exciting as waiching
an All-lreland, but to Erin Foods Lid.
and thousands of farmers in all parts of Ireland,
this is where the real scores are made.
Scores that are the result of technical
training, teamwork and modern research.
So the next time you see an Erin Foods
harvesting operation, give a cheer —
we're the home side.
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were out in the wilderness, who
was Wexford’'s staunchest sup-
porter in the 1960 all-Ireland
final ?

Me, of course . . , with every
kind word of extravagant praise
for those wonderful Wexford
men. Any team that beat Tip-
perary that year was a friend of
mine.

And as for Nick Rackard, re-
tired by then . . . now there is a
good friend and a gentleman of
the game. We have often broken
bread since — and perhaps
knocked the top off the wodd
bottle or two—and I will never
have a word against him—from
anyone !

And what about the Tipperary
men ? Did you ever see a finer
team, a better bunch of lads, a
more sporting side, than when
they knocked the stuffing out of
Dublin and Kilkenny? Not a man
to be seen in the class of Jimmy
Doyle, John Doyle and Donie
Nealon. Heroes every last
one of them.

I hated Down when they beat
Kerry, loved them when they
beat Offaly .. . but then I was a
rabid Offaly man when they beat
Kildare this year.

Galway have had their ups and
downs with me. Who hated
Frank Stockwell and Sean Pur-
cell more when Galway beat

Cork . but who loved them
more when they whipped
Meath ?

Now we are marching into the
1970s and while all of you are
working on your New Year
resolutions, pardon me while I
try to work out, my pet hatreds
for this coming season.

At the moment, Tipperary
hurlers must be high on the list.
After all Cork will have to beat
them to retain the Munster title
and that’s going to be some job.
I'm sorry about this, Jimmy
Doyle, Mick Keating and Co. . . .
but I'm afraid I will not be able
to talk coherently about you until

the Munster championship 1is
over.

But don’t be too worried. If
by some sorry chance, you beat
Cork I could be your
staunchest supporter and best
friend for the all-Ireland final—
particularly if Kilkenny happen
to be in it.

Now there is going to be my
No. 1 hatred for 1970—Kilkenny.
I can sense it already.

How can I possibly like Eddie
Keher, Pa Dillon, Pat Hender-
son, Martin Coogan and above
all, Ollie Walsh and Paddy
Delaney, after what they did to
my beloved Cork in the 1969 all-
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Ireland final and again in the
Qireachtas final? The wounds are
still healing !

So Eddie Keher . . . even 1if I
talk to you during 1970 and
nothing is surer than that we
will—the same Eddie will know
what I am talking about—pay no
attention to any outward signs
of {friendship and liking. Up
there in the stand while you play,
I will be the 16th enemy. How-
ever, I might reconsider the situ-
ation if Kilkenny are beaten —
preferably by Cork.

Am I mad ? . .. or does every-
one feel like this ?

Tell me, for instance,
good a supporter are you?

how
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MOONDHARRIG’S DIARY

| am firmly convinced
that, if we put our
trust in the youngsters,
they will not let us

down. The alternative is :

CATASTROPHIC
CONSEQUENCES

IN all my years playing, and following and

writing about the G.A.A. I never felt any
real anxiety about the future of the games or
of the Association, until, a couple of weeks
before Christmas, I happened to be present at
a meeting where a few young men in their
early twenties, all of them players, and some
of them inter-county stars, aired their views.

One naturally expects such
young men, especially if, as
these were, keen, articulate,
educated and progressive to
be generally in disagreement
with what we used to call The
Powers That Be, but are more
popularly known nowadays as the
Establishment.

Most young men of spirit dis-
agree with their elders almost by
instinet, and it is a good thing
that they should do so. Other-

wise we could make very little
progress anywhere. This attitude
I expected.

But what frightened me was
that these young Gaels were not

alone in revolt against what they
considered the Establishment;
according to themselves they had
lost faith in the whole Associa-
tion.

Their grounds for such an
attitude were plainly stated.
They felt that administration, at
all levels, was out of touch with
the players and completely out
of touch with the younger
players. They felt, according to
the most vocal of them, that,
“Our only function is to do the
training, and win the matches,
and keep our mouths shut.” An-
other made the complaint. “We
are never asked. We are always
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told. We are treated as children
to be shushed into silence any-
time we raise our voices. If we,
the young players, stopped play-
ing to-morrow the whole Associa-
tion would fold up . . . and yet
we are told our opinions don’t
matter . . . No wonder so many
young people are either dropping
out or moving over to other
forms of sport in which the great
grand-dads are not in full con-
trol.”

But it was the reaction of many
of them to the Association’s
National 1idealism that really
shattered me. “Lip-service to
ideals, that is not idealism,” I was
told, the same speaker adding,
“Why attack the South Africans
for banning coloured people from
their games when we ban our
own people from playing our own
games 7 Or why ban people who
jolin the British Army or Navy
or Police, and not ban people
who take a similar oath or make
a similar declaration to become
a teacher or a Civil Servant or
work in the Post Office under the
British ?”

As for the Ban on certain
games. It was “stupid”, they
sald, it was “irrevelant.” One of
them wanted to know when had
anyone been suspended for play-
ing In or attending a cricket
match; another claimed that in
his part of the country our games
were losing out, not to those two
“big bogies” soccer and rughy,
but to golf, basket-ball and pitch-
and-putt.

And what was most dishearten-
ing of all, they had no solution
to offer, so that, by the time they
had finished there was precious
little wind left in my sails. In
any case, how could I, a member
of the older generation, reply
without branding myself as just



another reactionary who had
failed to march with the times.
The only answer that I could
make was to point out that they
themselves were as much part of
the Association as the people
they criticised and that, instead
of just grousing and muttering
and complaining among them-
selves, they should face up to the
fact, and force everyone else to
face up to the same fact, that the
Association belongs to all its
members, old, young and middle-
aged. If they, the young people,
I said, did not agree with the way
things were being done, surely
their obvious answer should be
to organise themselves and see to
it that their viewpoint was heard
and represented at all levels.

That answer of mine they said
was out, because nobody wanted
to listen to them. If they organ-
ised they would be denounced as
hot-heads and trouble-makers and
irresponsibles, they had no hope,
they felt, of being elected to any-
thing, and several of them said
they saw no future for themselves
in the G.A.A. at all.

But, because I see no future
for the G.A.A. without these
young people, I have spent the
past couple of weeks wondering,
not so much about where we of
the older generation have slipped
up (because such an exercise is,
in all the circumstances, a waste
of time) but what we can now do
to bridge the gap that seems to
be widening so rapidly between
the rising generation and our-
selves.

It was all too painfully obvious
to me that I and these young
men were on two completely dif-
ferent wave-lengths. Fundamen-
tally they, as I, had the same
cause at heart, the original
G.A.A. purpose, the preservation
and popularisation of the native
pastimes and all those pastimes
stand for, but their ideas as to
how that should be done are so
absolutely different from the con-
victions of my generation that,

on the surface, reconciliation of
the two viewpoints seems a
mighty task.

But the fundamental fact re-
mains that, if we lose the youth
we lose everything, and it
appears to me that the only way
to win back the youth is to give
them the opportunity of letting
their voices be heard at every
level within the Association and
giving them their proper share
of responsibility in the running
of affairs. }

How this can be worked out I
hesitate even to suggest, for 1
fear I am too old in my thinking
and too set In my ways to gauge
properly the aspirations of youth.
Yet one thing is certain.

If we are to win back the
voung generation we must invite
and even implore their partici-
pation to a far greater extent
than hitherto in every aspect of
G.A.A. activities. We must give
them responsibility. We must,
and don’t laugh at me, even give
them power.

I am firmly convinced that if
we put our trust in the young-
sters, they will not let us down.
On the other hand, if we do not

listen to them, and as far as is
feasible, give them their head, it
18 we who are letting them down.
and, if we do, we must be ready
to take the catastrophic conse-
guences.

A
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Father Dan Joe O’Mahony,
Capuchin Friary,

Holy Trinity, Cork.
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THE OTHER MICKO

e e Ll L

HO ranks as the greatest

footballer Kerry has pro-
duced ? This i1s an almost impos-
sible question to answer to the
complete satisfaction of all, but
right up there in the highest
ranks must be Mick O'Dwyer.
Defender or forward, take your
pick, and the long-serving Water-
ville man can parade the most
iImpressive credentials.

It is not easy to get a tangible
yardstick with which to single
out one great back from another.
Sufficient here to say that in a
brilliant career as a defender,
highlighted by the winning of
All-Ireland senior medals in 1959
and 1962, O’'Dwyer displayed a
consistency in high-quality play
that has few equals in the game’s
history.

But when it comes to forward
play we are on much more solid
ground. Scores win games, and
the man who can consistently
pop the ball into the net, or over
the bar, is a forward with that
“something extra”. And if the
score-getter is also an artist in
opening up the way to goal for
his colleagues, so much the
better.

In the past year, especially,
Mick O'Dwyer emerged as a 22-
carat performer in all these
facets of forward play at its most
successful. In fact, he carved out
an 1mpressive record that must
now make him a powerful con-
tender for ranking, if not the
greatest Kerry footballer of all
time, certainly their most suc-
cessful marksman.

For some fourteen years prior
to O’'Dwyer’s vintage campaign
of 1969, the South, not alone
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Kerry’s scoring machine

By OWEN McCANN

Kerry, had not produced a truly

dynamic sharpshooter. Since
1955 at least three players in
each of the other provinces
bettered 100 points for an annual
campaign of inter-county games,
and Railway Cup ties.

Yet, between 1955 and 1968,
the best score put up by a
Munster player was a moderate
enough 9-52 (79 points) in 17
games In 1963 by Bernie 0’Cal-
laghan. Amazingly, that score
was still good enough to leave
the Kerry man top scorer with a
lead of six points for all-Ireland
in foothall that year: the lowest
figure of any chart-topper and
the distinction also for O’Cal-
laghan of bheing the only Mun-
ster player to gain this role.

O’Dwyer has completely
altered the picture. In the
Grounds’ Tournament final draw
he passed out by four points the
Munster peak by bringing his
score for the year up-to-then to
4-71. He had plaved two games
more than O’Callaghan during
the Kerry pace-setter’s record-
making run, but there was still
little to choose between the
respective match averages: Q0’Cal-
laghan 4.64 points; O’Dwyer 4.36.

Then came that spectacular
scoring barrage against Offaly in
the Grounds’ final replay. His
total of 2-8, a personal best in
one game, earned for O'Dwyer
the ranking as Munster’s first
representative in the Club Elite
—that small band of footballers

who have scored 100 points or

more in a full season’s campaign.

He made it by three points 6-85

(103 points) in 21 outings.
The doubleround in
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some

Nafional League groups, with
games up to mid-December,
coupled with the Christmas holi-
day arrangements, means that
our annual review of the year’s
top scorers has to be held over
unti] next month’s issue., But I'm
betting that when all the scores
are added up, we will find Mick
O’Dwyer out in front nationally
for the big ball game.

In the golden hour against
Offaly, as good a display as we
have seen from any sharpshooter,
O'Dwyer just failed by a point
to bring his score as a senior to
350 points.

That was his 73rd game in an
attacking role, and brought his
score to 22-261 (327 points). This
works out at the very creditable
per-game-score of 4.47 points. He
also scored 0-22 as a defender.

Now that Mick O’'Connell has
dropped out of inter-county foot-
ball, the Waterville ace leads the
way in the South in the scoring
returns as regards footballers
currently in action. The Valentia
Island stylist shot two points in
the All-Ireland final to bring his
record in the premier grade to
13-313 (352 points) in 134 en-
gagements, at the rate of 2-62
points a match.

Mick O’Dwyer has provided
some of the best all-round scor-
ing performances of my time,
apart from that never-to-be-for-
gotten exhibition against Offaly
at the end of November. There
was, for 1instance, the day at Car-
low in October 1962, in his early
days as a forward, when he
featured a National League meet-
ing with the home county by



landing six points from play, and
q further five from {frees. In
addition, he had a hand in
Kerry's only goal that day.

Then there was the 1965 All-
Ireland semi-final with Dublin,
in which O'Dwyer only went in
as a substitute after the interval,
and almost demolished Dublin
on his own. Kerry were 1n
arrears 0-4 to 1-3 on the re-start.
O’Dwyer, in cool, competent
style, set up his team’s first goal
by Derry O’Shea, and followed
on by helping himself to two
well-taken goals. At the end,
Kerry were triumphant by 4-8 to
2-6.

More recently, great goals
against Offaly in the League
“Home” final in May, and against
Kildare in a Croke Park chal-
lenge in August, rank with that
brace against Offaly some weeks
back as but other classic ex
amples of the way this former
star defender has expertly mas-
tered the art of outsmarting

goalkeepers.

It is a tremendous tribute to
Mick O’Dwyer’s ability, dedica-
tion and non-stop effort that it
was at the age of 32 that he put
this golden flourish to this latest
brilliant chapter in his great
career by pushing dramatically
to new scoring honours for a
Munster man.

This striking success under-
lines, too, in the best possible
way his tremendous qualities as
an attacker . .. qualities that few
forwards in the famed Green and
Gold down the years (and there
have been some good ones)
marshalled and put to anything
like the same telling efiect.

So, defender or forward, Mick
O’Dwyer is one of the truly great
ones. Indeed, when we weigh in
the fact that he has also already
served Kerry well in another
role, that of county selector, his
place in the annals of football in
the county must now be well

nigh unique !

A Pavilion Problem?

- Barna have the answer!

i

More and more G.A.A. clubs throughout the
country are turning to Barna Buildings Ltd.
Enniscorthy, the all-Irish Company, to supply them
with pavilions and sports halls.

The latest clubs to use Barna Buildings are
the Enniscorthy Shamrock, the Abbeyside Dun-
sarvan and the Galtee Rovers, Bansha.

Why not send for a FREE BROCHURE giving
you full details. Better still, ring Enniscorthy 2291
and ask for advice — ALSO FREE.

BARNA BUILDINGS LIMITED
DUBLIN ROAD, ENNISCORTHY
Telephone 054-2291
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Crafisman for whom only

the best can

be truly satisfying

A QUIKET, dignified man . . .

softly spoken

with the rich, lilting overtones of the
Kingdom dancing in his voice. The wry dart
of mischief in the eyes and the hint of good
humour bubbling over at all times. In him,
too, one always senses the proud heritage of

Kerry.

And out on the football field,
where most of us only know him,
there 1s the absolute perfect-
ionist, the master craftsman for
whom only the best can be truly
satisfying.

That’s how I see Mick O’Dwyer.
And, In any analysis of Kerry’s
triumphs through 1969—the year
that brought them an unprece-
dented slam of all the major titles
in Ireland—the man from Water-
ville must be right up there at
the top.

He, of course, would prefer to
think that other men on the team
did more than he did. Perhaps
in particular games they did. But
for overall consistency, for gen-
uine wholehearted effort at all
times, for his resolute belief that
Kerry would not be defeated,
who on the 1969 Kerry team
could stand upsides with Mick
O’'Dwyer ?

The enigmatic Mick O’Connell
had his towering hours during
1969 but he disappeared after the
all-Ireland final. D. J. Crowley
had the game of a lifetime in the
All-Ireland final but for almost
two months after was only a flick-
ering shadow of the man who

partnered O’Connell against
Offaly.

All the others too—Pat Griffin,
Brendan Lynch, Tom Prender-
gast, Mick O’Shea, Seamus Fitz-
gerald and Liam Higgins—had
their hours of glory.

But all the time O’Dwyer was
there, always sound, always scor-
ing, always opening up, devising
and prompting the moves that
kept Kerry out in front.

An then, to wind up his year,
he came through with the per-
formance of a lifetime, a glitter-
ing display of football magic that
really crowned 1969 for Mick
O’Dwyer.

His display in the Grounds
Tournament final replay was out
of this world. And one knew it
was going to be his day right
from the start when he kicked
his first point through the Offaly
posts.

At the end of it all, he wound
up with a personal tally of two
goals and eight points, a record
for a Kerry footballer in Croke
Park, certainly a record for any
corner-forward in a major foot-
ball final at headquarters.

Every score he got that Novem.
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ber Sunday had his personality
stamped on it. But the two that
really captured the imagination
were the goals that wrapped this
match up for Kerry and added
the Grounds Trophy to their
National League, All-Ireland and
World Cup victories.

Halftime was almost on us,
when the ball was kicked out
from the Kerry goalmouth and in
a flash the ball had been whipped
out to O'Dwyer far out on the
the left corner.

He drew his man with ease and
tapped a pin-point pass to Pat
Griffin, who in turn slipped it
perfectly to Liam Higgins just
outside the square.

Higgins, hemmed in, turned

. and there was O’'Dwyer, who
had raced in from the wing and
back on the spot to collect the
pass.

And the Waterville man picked
his spot carefully. In full stride,
he cracked the ball well away
from Offaly goalkeeper Martin
Furlong into the corner of the
net.

O’Dwyer’s second goal was a
second gem and the scoring was
executed iIn almost similar
fashion. He was back, dead on
the spot to collect the ball from
a bout of beautiful Kerry pass-
ing and with the same urgency
and accuracy, he slammed the
ball well out of Furlong’s reach.
Even Furlong, in his acceptance
of the inevitable that afternoon,
paid tribute to O’Dwyer.



ANOTHER LOOK AT
THE OTHER MICKO

By
PHILIP
RODERICK

And what few in the crowd at
Croke Park that afternoon
realised was that only a week
earlier O’Dwyer had played In
the Kerry semi-final for Water-
ville against Mid-Kerry and that
local people at Tralee, all dis-
cerning judges of vintagz foot-
ball, had voted his performance
as one of the finest ever seen in
a championship game.

Or that earlier 1n the year
when penalties had been awarded
against his local team, O’Dwyer
had gone back into goal to save
them?

There are many facets to Mick
O’'Dwyer and perhaps we may
never know them all. Those we
know we can talk about and write
about—and they, of course, show
to us that few footballers in the
past decade or more have given
such magnificent, rewarding ser-
vice, loyalty and strength to the
Kingdom.

For the last year or two, Mick
O’Dwyer has given the occasional
hint that he might retire from
foothall to make way for some of
Kerry’s up-and-coming young-
sters.

Let’s hope that he is not too
serious about it.

On his displays during 1969
and particularly on that tour de
force of the Grounds Tournament
final at Croke Park in November,
there must be a few other All-
Ireland medals in him. And at 32
he is still young enough to col-
lect them.
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CUT CLUB GROUNDS TO
CHAMPIONSHIP STANDARDS

with these
PRECISION-ENGINEERED MACHINES

MULTIMOWER

Popular with football clubs, local authorities, etc., with large grass-
cutting programmes on limited budgets. Tackles grass up to 24 high,
vet gives a good finish on a sports ground—a

task usually requiring a variety of machines. The
Multimower solves this problem by using a power
unit mounted on pneumatic tyres and two
easily fitting cutting heads. It can
be a 277 Rotary
cutter or a 307
Reel cutter which
can cut to the
edge of the verge.
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[ndispensable for
the successful up-
keep of playing
fields, they soon
justify their cost,
There are power
gang mowers and
tractor gang
mowers from 35"
cut to 20° 6” cut.

Write to the Main Distributors for Sale or Hire Terms.

als

OF CAPEL STREET, DUBLIN 1. Tel. 45841
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Still working on his life’s ambition to find still more
ways of cramming more of the choicest, juiciest
Peaches, Pears, Apricots and Fruit Salad into the
S.P.C. can, Mr. McKenzie is also making darn sure
that millions of women know what he’s up to.

With a hefty (the only word he knows) poster and
I.V. campaign he’s persuading housewives to make
up their minds about canned fruit, and so buy S.P.C.
—the cans that are always solidly filled with really
good, carefully chosen fruit.

High time you did a ‘McKenzie’ with S.P.C. cans
on your shelves.

Peaches, Pears, Apricots,
Fruit Cocktail, Fruit Salad
and Two Fruits.

more In if it kills me.”
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NOW IS THE TIME FOR NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS—WELL THEN . . .

ARE YOU FIT
FOR 1970?

O start on a serious note, think
of the improvement in the
quality of Irish life which would
occur if every one of us made
just one resolution for the New
Year and was able to stick to it:
a resolution to be a better person
in the year ahead. Maybe you
gave up making that sort of
resolve when you were ten or
twelve—but why not celebrate
the start of a new decade by
reviving it? Even the tiniest im-
provement in the quality of what
one might call one’s spiritual life
can make a difference not only
to one’s own character but to the
response evoked from other
people. I think we should all give
it a whirl. And if at first you don’t
succeed . . .

And now for some practical
propositions as to how you can
look better, feel better and be
healthier in 1970.

Victor Craigie of Premier
Dairies is a very health-conscious
distributor. As well as subscrib-
ing wholeheartedly to the theory
that yoghourt is a first-class food,
he asked me to remind sports-
men that the basic rule of drinka

By FRANK FLYNN

pinta milk a day will pay divid-
ends in better health and more
energy. Children being what they
are, ice cream will always find
favour with them. Did yvou know
that if there’s a birthday coming
up in your family you can order
an ice cream cake from Premier
Dairies which will come complete
with decoration of fresh cream
and coloured icing, on 1fs own
silver salver? A twelve and six-
penny cake will make up into
fifteen liberal servings—with no
risk of tummy upsets later ! Pre-
mier ice cream cakes should be
ordered from your milkman or
the local Premier stockist and
given a few days’ notice they’ll
supply to any part of the country.

In the dark months we all rely
on fruit a good deal to give us
plenty of vitamin C, among other
things. There’s also the psycholo-
gical factor that it looks bright
and appetising and that it tastes
well ! If you’ve picked up the
pleasant habit of drinking orange
or grapefruit juice before break-
fast you ought to try the new
Jaffa Queen juice. It comes in
large glass jars with screw tops—

s
T T S,

@ RON BARASSI, captain of the
Galahs’ touring team which fook
the country by storm in 1967.
There was no doubting the
Aussies enthusiasm, keeness and
footballing ability but what 1m-
pressed most onlookers was the
tremendous fitness of Ron and
his team mates.

these will fit any type of fridge
door incidentally — and you can
be sure it’s fresh because sup-
plies are delivered to Ireland on
a weekly basis and sent to the
shops every few days. It’s a par-
ticularly pleasant drink and un-
like some other juices 1s made
from the liaquid content of the

@ TO PAGE 35




Congratulations S35
to our old '
friend,
John
Dovyle,
proud
holder
of eight
All-Treland
hurling
medals, on
his election
to Seanad
Eireann.

Cumann Luith-Chleas Gael

COMHAIRLE
ULADH

wish all its supporters a Happy
and a Prosperous New Year

ULSTER SENIOR FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP, 1970 :

31st May—Donegal v. Antrim
at Ballybofey

7th June—Derry v. Tyrone
at Ballinascreen
(Draperstown)

7th June—Cavan v. Monaghan
at Cavan

14th June—Monaghan v.
Armagh
at Castleblayney

21st June—Down v. Donegal
or Antrim
If Down v. Donegal at Dun-
gannon;
If Down v. Antrim at Belfast,

JUNE 28th, SEMI-FINAL, A.
Cavan/Fermanagh v.
Derry/Tyrone

JULY 5th, SEMI-FINAL, B.
Antrim/Donegal/Down v.
Armagh/Monaghan.

JULY 26th, FINAL

WEIDER SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

HEALTH AND FITNESS EQUIPMENT
CO. INTERNATIONAL

College House, 44 Nassau Street, Dublin 2.
Tel. 7774%3.

We invite you to our newly opened display rooms at 44 Nassau

Street, Dublin 2 (2nd floor) where we have the most modern

equipment for Health and Fitness. Open Monday to Friday from

9 am. to 6 p.m.—Saturday 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Free illustrated
magazines and brochures.

Demonstrations of displayed equipment

J Distributors for Weider Sporting Equipment, London and
|| Canada; also Agents for the famous Scandanavian “Norse” Home
Gymnasium and Dr. Kern’s Ultra Violet and Infra-Red Lamps.

Quotations for sports and body building equipment for Health
Studios, Colleges, Schools, on request.
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fruit only: others contain the
pith, pips and skin pulped down.

You could expect to pay about
3/3 to 3/9 for a jar of Jaffa
Queen—the grapefruit juice Iis
cheaper because grapefruits grow
larger than oranges and it takes
less of them to fill a jar. The com-
pany distributing Jaffa Queen
also handle those SPC tinned
fruits which are so popular as an
after-dinner treat. The secret of
their tastiness is that they’re
packed In a solution of pure cane
sugar and water, making up a
very rich syrup. The whole apri-
cots with kernels left inside for
extra flavour are particularly
luscious—try them if you want a
change from fruit salad, peaches
and pears.

As a personal aid fo fitness and
general well-being, I find a glass
of sherry laced with a raw egg
and taken first thing in the morn-
ing a great way to start the day
and I am not alone In this as
quite a lot of the lads in my club
also start the day on sherry and
raw egg. Speaking of sherry I
must mention here  Nigel
Beamish, that most genial and
ever-friendly man. Nigel himself
has that lean athletic look, unlike
most big businessmen, and in his
capacity as Managing Director of
Edward Dillon and Co., the distri-
butors of Sandeman Sherry, 1
wouldn’t be at all surprised if he
too 1s a ‘“‘sherry and raw egg”
man.

Regarding mechanical aids to
fitness we suggest a visit to the
Health and Fitness Centre, at 44,
Nassau Street, ask for Mr. Mandl,
mention “Gaelic Sport” and you’ll
get extra special treatment. The
Centre stocks a complete range
of sports and body building equip-
ment and in their ultra modern
showrooms you may browse
round at your leisure.

Well there it is friends, some
alds to fitness for 1970 and may
we wish you a most Healthy New
Year.

EDWARD DILLON & COMPANY LIMITED
32)5 MOUNTJOY SQUARE, DUBLIN 1. TEL. 45954
K,
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NOEL COOGAN SELECTS HIS

TEAM OF THE SIXTIES

. . . and hopes somebody agrees with him

AST month I imagined myself
as the manager of an Irish 1n-
ternational Gaelic football team
and proceeded to select a side to
beat the world. Now, the Editor
has asked me to go one better
and pick my “team of the Sixties”
in which I would select the fif-
teen best footballers in their re-

RANSOMES [ out

LAWN MOWERS

spective positions for the past
decade.

Well, here we go anyway and
what better place to start than
at the beginning, which, in this
case, is the goalkeeping position.

It was a particularly good dec-
ade for netminders and several
spring to mind, including great

the average :

RANSOMES Gang Mowers have earned a world wide
reputation for being the ideal machines for mowing
operations on golf courses, parks and playing fields, etc.

MAIN IMPORTERS—SALES AND SERVICE

Distributors for
HAND, MOTOR AND GANG MOWERS

Also Authorised Repair Agents

McKENIZIES

- CORK

TELEPHONE : 52301
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Hughes. The

favourites like Johnny Culloty,
Johnny Geraghty, Billie Morgan,
Seamus Hoare, Danny Kelly,
Willie Nolan and Martin Furlong,
to mention a few. The more I try
to single out one man from this
group the more confused 1 be-
come, One thing that strikes me
about all of these custodians is
the fact that they all played on
teams which were regularly in
the limelight. To solve this prob-
lem position I gilve you a goal-
keeper who 1S an exception to
that rule and played regularly
behind beaten defences. Wick-
iow’s Andy Phillips saved his
county from many a heavier de-
feat and was a regular for his
province for a few years running.

After much deliberation within
my mind I arrived at a full-back
line of Enda ‘Colleran, Noel
Tierney and Tom '‘O'Hare. The
former had stiff opposition from
stalwarts like George Lavery,
Gabrie]l Kelly, Paddy McCormack
and Mick White, but the Galway-
man’s sterling defensive play
plus his staunch leadership earns
him the vote. He may not be per-
forming as brilliantly at present
as of yore but at the same time
it 1s difficult to overlook Col-
leran’s consistency throughout
the decade. At full back most
supporters would find it ex-
tremely difficult to separate Noel
Tierney, Jack Quinn and Greg
high fielding
Connachtman just shades it
although any one of this ftrio
would adequately fill the bill. For
the number four jersey Down-
man Tom O’Hare had to over-
come strong challenges {from



Peter Darby and John Bosco
McDermott. The Mourneman’s
attacking qualities plus his
deadly long distance free kicking
ability ensured him a place.

The Sixties were the greatest
ever era in the history of Gal-
way football and it is only
natural to anticipate a fair
sprinkling of Tribesmen finding
their way onto the “team of the
decade.” Two of them gained
places in the full back line and
a similar occurrence arises in tho
half back line with John Donnel-
lan and Martin Newell filling the
wing positions. It is difficult to
recall a sounder centre half-back
over the last few years than
Meath’s Bertie Cunningham. He
may not have been the spectacu-
Jar type who stood out in a
ogame, but on the other hand few
forwards who opposed him got
anything soft.

At midfield Mick O’Connell
must be an automatic choice and
there is hardly any need to give
reasons for his selection. Joe
Lennon, who gave Down such
great service in this area before
reverting to his present defen-
sive role, is chosen to partner the
Valentia maestro. It 1s not easy
imagining any midfield partner-
ship gaining the upper hand on
this great pair when at their best.
Other centre-field men who gave
cause to remember the Sixties
with a certain amount of satis-
faction include Des Foley, D. J.

Crowley, Jimmy Duggan, Ray
Carolan, Mick Burke and Colm
McAlarney.

There are numerous conten-
ders for the front line positions
and the fact that we must narrow
them down to six in the long run
means that several top class
attackers must be left on the
sideline. One man who can’t be
left out is the brilliant Newry-
man Sean O’Neill who, in the
decade just gone from us,
proved himself as one of the best
full-forwards the game has ever
known. He also had some memor-

able hours in the right half-
forward position, but the number
fourteen jersey seems to fit him
better. If you are having Sean
O’Neill on your team you must
also have Paddy Doherty. And
what a wonderful understanding
this magnificent pair developed
between them in the Sixties —
reminiscent of the great Galway
pair, Purcell and Stockwell, 1n
the previous decade. i
Doherty has now retired and
Gaelic football is poorer without
him. After much deliberation I
award the Ballykinlar man the
centre half-forward berth, but
not before strongly considering
the undeniable merits of three
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SEAN O’NEILL . . . their brilliant
football throughout the 'sixties
will seldom, if ever, be equalled.

prilliant forward leaders, Mattie
McDonagh, Jim McCartan and
Pat Griffin.

However, the real reason for
this decision is to allow ace Sligo
forward Mickey Kearins to
occupy the left wing position. This
player’s scoring feats was oOn€
of the highlights of the decade
and the best tribute 1 can Ppay
to Kearins is to say that if the
Yeats County had fifteen players
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like him they would probably
have won an All-Ireland title
over the last few years.

For the right wing my choice
is Sean O’Connell, the brilliant
Derry forward who has been con-
sistently starring for his county
for the past dozen years or so.
That leaves Jjust two corner
forward positions to be filled and
that is solved by placing John
Keenan on the right and Mick
O’Dwyer on the other side. These
two players have served their
respective counties 1In many
different areas and are more than
worthy of inclusion in the side.

Much as I would like to have
included other ace attackers like
Cyril Dunne, $Seamus Leydon,
Charlie Gallagher, John Murphy,
John Timmons and Willie McGee,
this is not possible as a football
team consists of only fifteen
players.

So my selection 1s:

A. Phillips (Wicklow); E. Col-
leran (Galway), N. Tierney
(Galway), T. O’Hare, (Down);
J. Donnellan (Galway), B. Cun-
ningham (Meath), M. Newell
(Galway); M. 0’Connell (Kerry),
J. Lennon (Down); S. 0’Connell
(Derry), P. Doherty (Down), M.
Kearing (Sligo); J. Keenan
(Galway), S. O’'Neill (Down), M.
O’Dwyer (Kerry).

Before anyone starts getting
ideas I would like to explain that
fine players like Gerry O’Malley,
Jim McKeever and Des Ferguson
were not considered as they were
ending their careers at the
beginning of the decade. I sup-
pose some of the readers are also
wondering why some players who
are still in the game are included
in the “team of the decade” and
vet were not selected on my
“toam of the year” in last
month’s GAELIC SPORT. I ex-
plain this by stating that the
“team of the year” was selected
on current form while the other
selection was based on form over
the past ten years. I hope some-
body agrees with me!
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Who are they? Soldiers of Christ,

What do they do? Fight His battles in to-day’s world.

What do they need? RECRUITS.

Would you care to join them; They need you ... NOW !

Are you a young man with strength of character and health of body?
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Have you a Leaving Certificate, Matric, or average intelligence?
Would you like to live @ most Rewarding Life as a Jesuit priest or brother?
Do you wish to get even with God?

T'his is a challenge and if you want to know more about it talk to :—

FATHER VAL McLAUGHLIN, S.|.

Phone him at 46519 or write to him at
St. Francis Xavier Church, Gardiner Street, Dublin 1
he will be delighted to hear from you.

WHAT HAVE YOU TO LOSE? PERHAPS THE CHANCE OF A LIFETIME.




“/ CONSIDER HIM THE GREATEST EVER”

JACK MAHON
TALKS TO
SEAN PURCELL

CONSIDER Sean Purcell the

greatest footballer 1 have
seen. Wonderful college player
in the forties, Purcell had a lean
early inter-county career until
the Galway team of 1954 arrived.
Last year many of the fickle
writers swung their allegiance to
Sean O’Neill of Down as their
numero uno. This year some of
the same fickle ones have gone
for Mick O’Connell. Next year,
it will be someone else.

But I can only think of the
first half of the All-Ireland final
of 1956, or a Polo Grounds dis-
play in 1957 to know I've never
seen better than Purcell. If I
should ever doubt, I think of the
countless days I watched Sean
play on the senlor team in St.
Jarlath’s College, Tuam. It was a
positive joy to wateh him per-
form everything so effortlessly
and so stylishly. He is still very
keen on the game, often mis-
understood and I've asked him
some thought-provoking ques-
tions.

JM.—How much has football
deteriorated in recent years ?

S.P.—I suppose all ex-players
are inclined to hold the view,
privately at least, that the game
is not what it used to be! I feel
that there is far too much pull-
ing and dragging, obstruction
and playing the man rather than
the ball, in present-day football.
Open football is impossible 1n
important matches because it
pays to foul. Most scores come

from frees,.

J.M.—How do you feel it can
be improved again ?

S.P.—Stricter enforcement and
uniform interpretation of rules
by referees. A player who per-
sists in fouling should be sent
off for duration of game. Down-
Galway challenge game this year
an example of how Gaelic foot-
ball should be played. Minor
game on same day a disgrace.

J.M.—Would you consider be-
coming a referee ?

S.P.—No. Ex-players as ref-
erees not the solution. Young
men should be encouraged to
take up refereeing,

J.M.—You’re a Connacht Coun-
cil delegate now. Do you find
yourself able to contribute in this
capacity, Or have our meetings
deteriorated into wordy meet.-
ings about club objections with
little or no action ?

S.P.—Connacht Council meet-
ings are concerned mainly with
the running of competitions at
county level, dealing with injury
claims, objections, grants for
pitches, ete.

J.M.—Do you find yourself be-
coming less interested in things
G.A.A.? What I mean is, do you
go religiously to see a game
every Sunday or have you found
other inferests cutting across
what was a regular custom for
you ?

S.P.—I usually watch a game
on Sunday. I am deeply inter-
ested in G.A.A. matters and wish
to see our games being made
more attractive to young people.
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J.M.—I see you have a soccer
team in Tuam now. What if your
young son gets keen on soccer
and prefers it to Gaelic ?

S.P.—I have hopes that by the
time my son grows up, the Ban
will be long gone. I would also
hope that our games will have
become so attractive by then
that they will be his first choice,
apart from any sense of loyalty
to me.

JM.—How can the G.A.A.
create a new situation whereby
former players who want activity
can be enticed back into active
membership again? This is a
major problem, So many former
G.A.A. players are now much
more interested in golf.

S.P.—Golf offers an oppor-
tunity of active participation in
sport which former players
desire. The social side of things
has been sadly neglected by
G.A.A. It is good to see the de-
velopment of club rooms, etc., in
recent times.

JM.—As 1 see it, especially
with the disturbances in the
North and the headway made by
the Civil Rights Association
there, does it now seem that the
Ban has lost whatever relevance
it had ?

S.P.—The only possible de-
fence for the Ban now is that its
removal would damage the
G.A.A.; that we would lose all
our players to other codes. This
is a defeatist attitude. I hold the
opposite view and believe the
removal of the Ban would be a
great step forward in both our
national and sporting objectives.

J.M.—Who, in your opinion are
the top players of to-day?

S.P.—Watching Mick O'Con-
nell play against Mayo in Galway
last Spring I was once again re-
minded what a wonderful player
he is. Of the young players I
think our own Jimmy Duggan is
the greatest. Willie Bryan and

® TO PAGE 41
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BUY IRISH NOW

The Central Executive Committee of the |
Teachers’ Organisation |

- Irish National
appeals to the members of the Organisa-

" tion to give their maximum support to
' the campaign “BUY IRISH NOW?”,
. initiated by the Minister for Industry
and Commerce, and urges them by talks
to their pupils, to bring the campaign
and 1ts importance 1n the National
Economy to the notice of their parents.
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THERE IS NO BETTER F0OD THAN

Pasteur Cream or
Pasteur Cream-Cheese

They contain the vitamins necessary for

FITNESS AND VITALITY
and are SUPREME BODYBUILDERS

* Your Local Grocer can supply you *

THE PASTEUR DAIRY

Depot :

19 PEMBROKE LANE, BALLSBRIDGE:
DUBLIN Phone 680222
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ARMS
HOTEL

COCKTAIL BAR
RECEPTION ROOM
GARAGE FACILITIES
A.A. & R.LA.C.

TEL.: MONAGHAN 66

* NEW FUNCTIONS ROOM NOW OPEN %

Manageress : K. Campbell.

 Hospitaller Order of
St. John of God

Boys are accepted into the Juniorate of the Order

on completion of the Primary Certificate Examin-

ation and from the age of about '3 upwards.

From that time they continue their Secondary

Education up to Leaving Certificate. Then, God

willing, they become Novices and are clothed in
the religious habit.

} HAYE YOU A VOCATION?

The requirements are simple : Good health, good
will and sufficient intelligence.

Further particulars may be had from :

REV. BROTHER JOHN, O.H.,
“Granada”, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin




@® SEAN PURCELL, the former Galway star, with his wife and family, as they relax at their home in Tuam.
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Nicholas Clavin of Offaly have
also impressed me.

JM.—Do you think there is
too much fuss being made of
this Australian—New York rela-
tionship or are we making
enough of it at all?

S.P.—I disagree with the idea
of allowing any team from out-
side Ireland to compete In an
All-Ireland competition. How-
ever, I think that American and
Australian Tours are a wonderful
thing and feel that an All-Ire-
land team instead of a county
team making such a tour would
be a great success,

J.M.—Are we G.A.A. folks too
keen on winning 2 We have too
few friendlies and when we have
them they create no interest to
player or spectator. Why don’t
we place more emphasis on en-
joying the game ?

S.P.—Perhaps there are too
many competitions at all levels
and not enough friendlies with
more social contacts after
matches.

J.M.—Should we go profes-
sional or, at least, semi-profes-
sional ?

S.P.—Not in the {foreseeable
future. The question of payment

for referees is one that might be
considered.

JM.—De¢ you find that the
Iricsh mass media is tending to
play-down the G.A.A. games and
over publicise our attempts at
international combat in other
sports. Those rather pitiful
attempts do get far too much
publicity, don’t you think?

S.P. — I think that the mass
media try to be fair. No sports
organisation seems to be satis-
fied with the time or space
allocated to it which might not
be a bad sign of impartiality. It
is impossible to please every
sports fan.

J.M.—Do we make enough of
our native games in the tourist
market?

S.P.—Ireland is a very sports
loving country and our national
games and other sporting attrac-
tions should be publicised
abroad.

J.M.—Galway’s football stock
has gone down. Is it time for a
new team to take over the run-
ning of Galway’s football
fortunes?

S.P. — Galway football board
has remained basically the same
for almost 20 years. County teams
have enjoyed tremendous success
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during this period and the game
itself is in a healthy condition In
the county. Much of the credit
for this is due to the officers of
the Board and I say this even
though I don’t always agree with
them.

J.M.—As a footballer what was
your greatest thrill in memory?
It may be something that would
appear insignificant to others.

S.P.—Beating Mayo in the 1954
Connacht semi-final was my
greatest sporting memory. It
made up for many years of
frustrating defeats and opened
up the road to future success.

J.M.—I notice Clare footballers
are making the breakthrough.
Same with Limerick. Great credit
due to men like Mick Tynan and
Senan Downes. What advice
would you give Clare or Limerick
now?

S P—Not to be overawed by
reputations of individuals or

counties. Confidence is the
corner-stone of success.
JM.—Is the G.A.A. losing

ground? If it is, how can it be
given a boost?

S P.—In my opinion, the re-
moval of the ban would give the
G.A.A. the boost it needs going
into the Seventies.




CAMOGIE COLUMN

ANN CARROLL

NN CARROLL, the subject
of our cover picture this
month has many claims to
camogie fame, but in one facet
of the game she has possibly no
rival in Ireland — her almost
fanatical dedication to the pas-
time of the girl-Gaels.

She began her inter-county
career with Kilkenny, before she
was yet into her teens, but then
her family went to live in Ballin-
taggart, just over the Tipperary
border and she was soon playing
in the club colours of Glengoole-
Ballingarry and in the blue and
gold tunic of Tipperary.

While still a school girl she

OUR COVER GIRL

won two inter-provincial medals
with Munster, two Munster

medals with Tipperary and cap-

tained Tipperary against Dublin
in the All-Ireland final of 1965.

Indeed in that year she set up
a record never likely to be
equalled when she won a Lein-
ster medal with Callan in the Col-
leges and a Munster medal with
Tipperary.

In 1965 she also won her first
All-Ireland medal when Glen-
goole-Ballingarry won the All-
Ireland club championship. In
that same autumn she came to
U.C.D. as a student of Architec-
ture, and signalises her arrival
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by helping the Dublin students
win back the Ashbourne Cup in
the following February.

Later that year she helped her
Tipperary club retain the club
champlonship, and was on the
Tipperary and Munster sides
again that geason. But early in
1967 disaster struck, Her family
had moved back to live in Kil-
kenny City and, in a practice
outing she badly injured a knee,
an injury that was fated to keep
her out of camogie for more
than twelve months.

Indomitably, however, she
worked on that knee until, by
mid-summer, 1968, she was back
to full fitness again, and sig-
nalised her return by helping
her Kilkenny club, St. Paul’s,
win the All-Ireland eclub cham-
pionship of 1968. But in many
respects the season just past,
1969, was Ann Carroll’s greatest
year to date on the camogie
fields.

In the spring she was the
sheet anchor of the U.C.D. team
that won the Ashbourne Cup, she
was again a stalwart of the St
Paul’s team that retained the
Inter-club All-Ireland title, and
she played on the Leinster team
that won the Gael-Linn Cup and
inter-provincial title, thus be-
coming one of the very few
people ever to win Interprovin-
cial medals with two different
provinces.

In addition she is now captain
of U.C.D. and has set a new
headline there by introducing
coaching for young players, re-
vised training methods and in-
fused her colleagues with so

much of her own enthusiasm and

dedication that the students have
in the weeks before Christmas
achieved victories over every top
club in Dublin,

Her immediate sights are set

on winning the Ashbourne Cup

once again at Belfield next
month, and of course she still
had one great ambition, the win-
ning of a full All-Ireland medal,



DRIFT
OF
YOUTH
FROM
Is
CAUSE
OF
GRAVE

CONCERN

By
SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

ANUARY is the month for
resolutions we are told, but

whether they are good or bad
only time alone will tell.

In the G.A.A. world we regu-
larly hear of a lot of things
which want mending, and, I sup-
pose, we all have our own ideas
on such matters.

Community development 1is
something which has come very
much into the picture over recent
yvears. It is an Involved process
but one the G.A.A. must learn to
understand and come to grips
with.

The older Gaels will remember
a time when the G.A.A. was often
the only organisation in a parish.
This is no longer the case, and 1n
many instances now the G.A.A.
club has little interest or involve-
ment in parish affairs.

Welcome indications suggest a
bid by a few of our leading clubs
to re-establish themselves as Com-
munity leaders, and development
proposals In some Munster areas
are certainly steps in the right
direction.

The last twenty years or so has
witnessed a remarkable growth in
the number of clubs who have
developed playing fields, and
now most of our worthwhile
units have grounds of their own
at various stages of progress.

This should materially help
them to the next stage—the pro-
vision of club and dressing
rooms, and the aim should be to

build on a scale capable of de-
velopment as community centres.

The G.A.A. of its very nature
must be vitally interested in
vouth—if only to ensure its own
survival. It must take a far more
active part in youth organisation
and provide modern amenities in
order to hold and attract our
young people.

This it has neglected in the
past, and we see the result of

that negleet in the alarming
number of boys who desert
Gaelic Games in their early

teens, and turn to other codes.

This is a happening that was
once peculiar to the large centres
of population, but is of recent
times also almost as evident in
even quite small places.

A drain of this nature 1s un-
doubtedly a very serious com-
plaint—and it has been ignored
for too long.

To get at the root of the
matter is not easy but it is none-
theless imperative that this be

accomplished — and without

further delay. Only then will it
be possible to commence reme-
dial action, which has become a
matter of extreme urgency.

The youth must be saved for
the G.A.A.—and it may mean
doing some unpalatable things in
order to accomplish this.

Playing conditions are not al-
ways ideal and it has become

apparent over the years that
® TO PAGE 47
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FITNESS FOR FOOTBALL-4

JOE LENNON

WIT‘H another festive season

behind us and a new foot-
ball season in front, I wonder
how many have started prepar-
ing for the coming season. Time
was, of course, when neither
players nor teams thought much
about training till March or
April and some counties did not
call in their players til] May or
June.

Although this attitude to train-
Ing existed as recently as 1960
or even later, now at the begin-
ning of a new decade, it is worth
noting that a tremendous change
has taken place in this field. It
1s not unusual to find county
teams hard at training in Janu-
ary and indeed many club teams
as well.

Over the past few years, there
has been a big increase in the

number of clubs which have
organised winter training and
training under lights. I must
mention here Sean McDermotts,
of Three-Mile-House, Co. Mon-

aghan, as a great example of a

small county eclub which had
faith in the value of indoor and
outdoor training. After three
years hard work, they have
eventually won the Junior Cham-
pionship of the county and next

season, for the first time in the

club’s history, they will play as
a senlor club. They won the
Ward Cup for the past three
years and have collected severa]
other trophies—all through their
determination to get fit and stay
fit—training under lights to do so.

If a club wishes to keep its
players in reasonably good shape
over the winter months, it can

TRAVEL
GOODS ...

MANUFACTURERS OF
MERCURY LUGGCAGE

PORTARLINGTON, CO. LEIX
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do so at a very small cost, either
in the local hall or on their own
pitch. The main problem to over-
come 1s light. If a lighted hall is
available, a club can keep all its
players in very good shape by
providing two or three indoor
training sessions per week. Fail-
Ing a hall, a small area of a field
can be lit sufficiently well (for
a few pounds) to enable the team
to train outdoors through the
winter.

Assuming that a club is in-
terested in winter training, what
is the best type of winter train-
iIng for Gaelic footballers ?

Of course this will depend on
several factors. But in general,
the off-season training should
build up strength, stamina and
speed and the early season train-
ing should build up the other
two S’s, skill and reaction (stop
and start). Remember the five
S’s we mentioned before.

Those winter sessions should
be very demanding. For when
the players do not get the satis-
faction of playing with a ball,
they should get the satisfaction
of working themselves to 2
standstill in training for strength,
stamina and speed routines.

These three factors should high-
light the winter programmes for
as soon as the season starts, the
player who has done his winter
work can concentrate on skill
training and will be streets
ahead of the player who wants to
get fit by playing a few games.

As I said earlier, the strength
sessions should aim at overall
strength with particular empha-



sis on legs and arms. The
stamina work can be monotonous
hut if carefully planned it can
be challenging and exciting. | A
Moreover, improvement can be

telt and measured very easily, NEW YE AR

and this is important. The player

who knows or can feel that he is WISH TO YOU

getting stronger and fitter will

training.

keep coming back for more MICK O’CONNELL

The reaction work can be used | 5
as interludes in the strength and |
stamina routines, In fact these
three items J]lend themselves to
programming a very useful ses-
sion. One can alternate the
stamina work with the speed
work and use reaction drills to
liven up the session.

There are three points 1
would offer to those who are
planning winter programmes.
Firstly, ensure that improvement
can be measured by grading the
number of repetitions and reduc-
ing the rest interval. Secondly,
break up the session well and
include reaction and speed work
in the stamina part. Thirdly, |
offer a challenge or a competi- |
tion at every stage of the session.

There are two things to bear |
in mind always when training a
team—your players love competi- |
tion, love trying to beat an ‘
opponent and secondly, they love

combining to produce wins iIn I THAT YOU MAY

any type of competition from
2-a-side to 15-a-side., Always try
and satisfy these two desires
while ensuring that they all work
very hard in the process. For
details of sessions see Fitness for
Gaelic Football by Joe Lennon.

——

FIND THAT PEACE
THAT SHY MEN CRAVE
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JOHNNY CULLOTY
(Kerry)

HE past year may not have
provided vintage fare as
regards great games, but there
was still much to enthuse over
on the playing fields. This be-
comes very evident as we run the

OSCAR TIME

69

By OWEN McCANN

rule over the many classic
features that must be analysed
in the difficult task of awarding
the “Oscars” for 1969.

D. J. Crowley has many sup-
porters for the outstanding in-
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BILLY MORGAN
(Cork)

dividual performance for his
brilliant part in Kerry’s “coming
of age” football final win. But
ponder awhile. . . .

Jack Donnelly also displayed a
superb repertoire of midfield
skills in Kildare’s win over
Meath in the Leinster Champion-
ship at Croke Park in May: Denis
Coughlan was superb for Cork in
their Munster hurling final suc-
cess, and Seamus Killough gave
as good an exhibition of full-
back play as I have seen in
Antrim’s win over Roscommon
for the All-Ireland Under-21 foot-
ball title.

One remembers, too, the power
of Greg Hughes’ football in the
drawn Offaly-Cavan semi-final:
some majestic performances by
Mick O’Connell, and a splendid
showing by Sam Stanley for Con-
nacht in the drawn Railway Cup
hurling final with Munster.,

Strong contenders all for the
ranking, and a faet that also
underlines all the more the
quality of the display I rate tops
for 1969 when I say that I still
had no qualms whatever about
awarding the accolade to Ted
Carroll.

One man does not make a
team, but I doubt if Kilkenny
would have beaten Cork in the
hurling final but for Ted Carroll.
In that near disastrous first half
for the Noresiders, he kept their
hopes alive with his unquench-
able spirit, and utterly depend-
able play.

In that half-hour was defensive



hurling at its best—and more
importantly when it was wanted
most by his team—and but for
that solid bulwark put up by the
ILisdowney man, Kilkenny's cause
might have been a forlorn one
at the half-time whistle.

Carroll may not have been
quite as consistently in action in
the second half, but he displayed
also the master touch when duty
called. All round, a golden per-
formance, sealed in a greatness
that all others of the year lacked
because he accomplished so much
under severe pressure, and when
things were not going at all well
for his team.

Save of the year? Offaly’s
Martin Furlong and Damien
Martin, Billy Barnville (Tip-

perary) for London against Kil-
kenny, Billy Morgan and Paddy
Barry, of Cork, and Johnny Cul-
loty, all have many great saves
to their credit.

I plump for the one that may
have meant the essentlal differ-
ence between the winning and
losing of an All-Ireland final. It
came in the opening stages of the
second half of the football final,
when Sean Evans hit a splendid
shot that had ‘“goal” written all
over 1it.

However, Culloty, with that
vigilance, shrewd positioning and
alert reflexes that we know so
well, saved splendidly. Had
Offaly got the goal they so badly
needed at that stage, I have a
hunch they would have went on
to make history.

Of the many goals scored I re-
member with relish a gem of a
score by Mick O'Dwyer for
Kerry’s third in the League
“Home” final with Offaly, a bril-
liantly taken goal by Sean Kilroy
to put Offaly 3-11 to 0-3 ahead at
the interval in their Leinster
Championship clash with West-
meath in June at Croke Park.

No Cork man will forget the
goal Eddie O’Brien lashed home
two minutes from time to clinch
the Hurling League semi-final win

‘at Belfast.

over Tipperary at Thurles, and
one of the best features of the
minor grades was a great move-
ment climaxed by a brilliant goal
by Pat Lonergan for Cork early
in the second half of their foot-
ball semi-final win over Galway.

But none earned my applause
to anything like the same degree
as a goal by Paddy Doherty in
the first half of the Ulster final
The Down footballer,
with that dynamic expertise born
of experience and practice,
applied the final flourish to a
grand movement with a thunder-
ing left-footed drive from far-
out that gave the Cavan ’keeper
no chance. A goal of rare splen-
dour.

But 1969 had its irritating
features, too. “Wooden Oscars”
to the many officials up and down
the country who failed to keep
faith with supporters as regards
punctuality. Too many games
last year started late, and the ten
minute interval rule was un-
ashamedly widely abused.

The ridiculous National Foot-
ball League set-up for 1969-70
with some groups on the single
round system, and others over a
double round, is another award
winner in the poor image build-
ing stakes.

Brickbats, too, for those fans
who are ready at the drop of a
hat to barrack referees, and also
to those new “soldiers of the
toilet-roll brigade.”

GRAVE
CONCERN

& FROM PAGE 43

both hurling and football could
be considerably improved as a
spectacle, and provide greater
enjoyment for its active partici-
pants by the overhaul of some of
the provisions governing play.

We must take a hard and un-
attached look at many of the
existing rules, playing and other-
wise, and ask ourselveg if they
fit in with the requirements of
the present day.

The Catholic Church, to which
the vast majority of our members
belong, has found it imperative
to make sweeping changes, in
keeping with the times, and in
an effort to secure a greater in-
volvement of al] its members.

The G.A.A. must not shrink
from doing likewise, and it needs
men of bold ideas and broad
vision to prepare the blueprints
of 1ts future.

These may have to charter a
course far different from that
followed for so long. The old
ways appeal to many of us, but
we must not forget that the
G.A.A. was founded so that all the
youth of Ireland might play
native games,

We must keep this ideal al-
ways to the forefront as the
paramount aim of our organisa-
tion.

sOVY

Telephone : Dublin 775627 /8.

A GROWING BUSINESS

GRASS and CLOVER SEEDS
Alex Dickson & Sons, 47 Clarendon Street, Dublin 2.

Telegrams : Hawlmark.
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MY TOP TWO

® FROM PAGE 13

go for the captain, Eddie Keher.
Always I have maintained to my
friends that Keher to me is one
of the most deadly forwards in
modern hurling. Deadly in the
sense that he has the best eye
for an opening that I know; he
sees the smallest gap and he 1s
through and then he seldom fails
to finish.

He told me once that you get
about six real chances in the
hour and you will be doing well
perhaps if you get two goals or
one vital one off them. A star of
Keher’s calibre is going to be
that closely marked anyway.

Why do 1 pick Keher as my
Hurler of the Year, apart from
the achievements of his career,
going back to 1963, when he set
a record by scoring 14 points
against Waterford in the hour,
10 from frees.

After half-time against Cork,
Kilkenny were making their bid
and Paddy Delaney and Eddie
Keher were in the van of some
all-out attacks. Then Delaney
was knocked out and taken away
¢n a stretcher.

Kilkenny were upset, very
much so0. A key man had been
removed from the scene. Keher
went in centre-forward. Suddenly
Pat Henderson was hurling with
new brilliance at centre-back,
suddenly Ted Carroll, blood flow-
ing from a mouth injury, was in
complete command on the right
and Jim Tracy was making bril-
liant interceptions on the left.
Martin Coogan was playing a
real attacking game at half-back.
In a word, Kilkenny, instead of
losing their heads, decided to cut

down Cork with sheer hurling
talent.

Keher cut loose at centre-
forward, probing, swerving and
striking with masterly skill. This
to me was Kilkenny hurling at its
greatest and Cork, who had
started so well, wilted before it
and then crashed to defeat.

Corkmen said afterwards that
the injury to Pat Delaney
brought about their defeat. Kil-
kenny could still have won, I
think, if Delaney was there for
the hour. What happened was
that with his retirement, a new
bite, a new fierceness of con-
trolled intensity came into Kil-
kenny’s play—Keher leading the
final onslaught, exhorting his
men to keep their heads above
all cost and inspiring them to
new heights with his leadership.

Eddie Keher spoke very well
as he received the Cup and to
me a modern captain must be
articulate and must have the
ability to face Press and tele-
vision for he is the mouthpiece
of his team on many occasions—
and of his county too.

So there it is—the award in
hurling to Eddie Keher to set
the seal on a decade that put him
amongst the immortals. But, as
I have indicated, it’s not easy
for me to pass over Pat Hender-
son, Ted Carroll and Martin
Coogan, in that order, and if
Cork had won the names we
would have been parading would
have been Denis Murphy, a self-
effacing captain of real worth in
the Johnny Culloty mould, also
Gerald McCarthy, so outstanding
at wing-back in the Final, and
Denis Coughlan for his brilliant
mid-field display in the Munster
Final.
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both games—hurling and football
—1into line. I suppose that would
have a bye-product in that there
would be no confusion, in
future, between the two games.

Secondly, I would abolish or
restrict the solo-run., I consider
it the most ill-used gambit in the
game of Ifootball. There are only,
perhaps, a dozen of the top-class
players who can use the solo with
discretion and maximum effect.
For the rest, I have seen more
promising players ruined by their
selfish adherence to the solo
whether the circumstances war-
ranted it or not, than I care to
remember. How many, even of
the best players, can you absolve
from either stupidity or avarice
in the use of the solo-run. D. J.
Crowley, of course, is a wonder-
ful example—his judged uce of
the gambit has greatly helped to
make him one of the best players
in the game to-day. But, I do not
think that can be said of many
octhers.

Perhaps, then, I would not
eliminate the solo completely:
for a beginning I would again
bring football into line with
hurling, in that I would allow a
player to cateh only twice before
playing the ball away.

Those are the changes I would
make. I would expect them to
make the game more fluid and
exciting; faster and freer with
much improved passing and
movement 1into position, more
subtle 1n conception of moves
and counter-moves to create
openings; but much cleaner in
that defenders will not find
opponents carrying the ball
arcund them while they are
helpless to do anything but
resort to the humiliation of pull-
ing them down. Hurling? 1
would leave well enough alone,
thank you.
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you Ireland

with our fabulous
Rambler ticket

With a CIE Rambler Ticket, you're armed
to go anywhere, anytime. For a full fifteen days,
your Rambler Ticket costs £9 and lets you travel
anywhere you like by train; for another £2,
all our provincial buses are at your service, too.

Or if you buy an all-Ireland Overlander Ticket
you can travel in the North, too, by Northern
Ireland Railways and Ulsterbus. All this for
only £15.

Here’s your chance to see Ireland in comfort.
Get a Rambler or Overlander ticket this time.
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"Ml supporters agree
that their best supporter IS
fhe Hire-Purchase Gompany of Irgland Ltd.

IRISH FINANCED IRISH OWNED IRISH STAFFED
DUBLIN : 36/37 Lower Baggot Street. | WATERFORD: 1 George's St. Phone
Phones 64611 & 64621/5 5439
CORK: 2 South Mall. Phone 25371/2 _ :
GALWAY: 5 Eyre Square. Phone 2048/9 | -0 T OnD : 33 Main Street. Phones
LIMERICK : 92 O’'Connell Street.
Phones 46211/2 & 46523 CARLOW : 135 Tullow St. Phone 41248

information can also be obtained from any branch of the Munster & Leinster Bank

Member of the Allled Irish Banks Group




