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TOM MANNION

TRAVEL
LP.T.A. and LA.T.A.

* Air Tickets on the spot
* Sunshine Holidays
* Car Rentals (Selfdrive and
Chauffeur Driven
* School of Motoring (with
Dual Control)
special arrangements for
G.A.A. teams
Write, call or phone
ENNIS 21985 (2 lines)

RIORDAN’S

SUPERMARKET

FOR VALUE AND COURTESY

@
FOR DRINKS IN GAELIC COMFORT

RIORDAN’S

BAR AND LOUNGE

120 Main Sireet 53

Telephone: 21159

Malliow

“THE GREEN GOOSE"
Calderwood Road,

Sion Hill Road,

Drumcondra
Telephone : 375242

ALL GAELS MOST HEARTILY WELCOME
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STEEPLE GARAGE
AUTHORISED FORD DEALER

Muilgrave Road 3 Cork

Telephone 530461

ANY MAKE OF NEW OR SECONDHAND
VEHICLE SUPPLIED

GET YOUR ARROW PETROL FROM US
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HARBOUR VIEW HOTEL

Rosslare Harbour, Co. Wexford
Telephone 10

Overlooking Rosslare Car Ferry; Relaxing Homely at-
mosphere; Family House Hotel; Ballad Sessions; Miles
of Uncrowded Silvery Sands; Safe Bathing; Golfing
Boating; Pony Stables Close By: Excellent Cuisine

Werite for brochure
Personal Supervision: M. & J. GRIFFIN
Best wishes Wexford

Congratulations to the Kilkenny Camogie Team
from

KILKENNY HOSIERY COMPANY LTD.

Manufacturers of
LINGERIE, SPORTS WEAR, BABIES FROCKS, Etc.
Look for the word “Felicitie”

KILKENNY
Telephone 21161

Rent a New Car from . ..

SOUTH EAST CAR RENTALS
NEW ROSS, CO. WEXFORD
Telephone 21550

We meet you at any point of entry — Airport or
Dock — at no extra charge

Write today for our brochure
Also at 49 THE QUAY, WATERFORD. Telephone 5224

Best wishes to the Wexford team in the final

EVERY GOOD WISH WEXFORD
from

GEORGE STAFFORD
LIMITED

SOFT DRINKS MANUFACTURERS

John Street, Wexford
Telephone: Wexford 45

Tonz McGee Introduces a

New Series :

Recalling The

Great Ones

“Helln everybody and welcome to Croke Park.” Those

words, which have been the greeting from Michael
O’Heihir for so many years have thrilled many a G.A.A,
fan as a broadeast of a big game came on the air.

Just short of a couple of decades ago, as a schoolboy
in a rural part of West Ulster, those were the words
that I and a couple of dozen more in the district
waited to hear many and many a Sunday.

Any reader who has lived in a rural part of Ireland in
the pre-television days will 'm sure have experienced
the same excitement and anticipation that swelled up
inside a schoolboy as he awaited the broadcast of a big
game from Croke Park — a place far distant that seem-
ed almost in another world.

Before an All-Ireland semi-final or final or a Railway
Cup game there was always the last minute checking
to be done that the radio was in good working order
and that the batteries were strong enough. If something
was wrong there was a frantic rush to put things right
in case one’s hero would make a move on the field that
would be missed.

Many’s a Sunday a crowd of us would gather round
the “wireless set” that was positioned on a shelf over
the kitchen table in our house. If for some unknown
reason the set happened to fade out during a game
everyone was out of the house like a rocket and there
was a mad rush down the road to a neighbour’s with
everyone jockeying for a good position.

All sat around the set with bated breath, afraid of
making a noise in case something would be missed.
We all had our particular hero of that time and I often
now wonder do present day schoolboys and indeed girls,
enjoy games like their counterparts of the past. Do the
glamour games of today mean as much nowadays as they
did to the youngsters of the past? Somehow I don’t
think so.

Heroes, indeed were many in those days. From a
northern point of view there was Peter Donoghue, Tony
Tighe, the Carolans and Bill Doonan of Cavan; Antrim
stars Paddy O’Hara, Harry O’Neill, Ray Beirne; Jack
Bratten, Bill McCorry and earlier still Jim MecCullough
(Armagh); Hugh McKearney (Monaghan); Derry’s
Frankie Niblock, ete. The list is endless.

Many of these names have now faded completely from
the G.A.A. scene and some are still hard workers for
the association but keep very much in the background.
In the next months I hope to seek out some of these
stars of the past and tell you “where they are now.”
Their present day life, their memories of yesteryear and
their hope for the future should be interesting.

If any reader would like his or her particular favourite
spotlighted then drop me a line and let me know. I’ll do
my best to include them or at least some information
about them.

So to start the ball rolling our first subject, in next
months issue, will be Antrim’s star of the forties and
early fifties, Harry O’Neill.

A Players-Only Club

In Armagh

GR!‘LHGE St. Colmcille’s is a feeling that a club was a neces-
club with a difference. It sity,” U.C.D. economics student,
rose right from the ground three Eamon Cullen told me. Then
years ago and this season for who started the club I queried?

early stage, their league record
was quite good, and they won
more games than they lost. One
thing the Grange players are

Last month St. Colmeilles ran
their own tournament. Like
most rural clubs, they are short

the first time fielded a team in
adult competitions. This club
was originally started as a juv-
enile one and the players came
up through minor to reach their
present status.

But first where is Grange?
For a start you won't find it on
an ordinary map, because it isn't
even a village, It is a rural area
seven miles west of Armagh
City in the Blackwatertown dir-
ection. The only things that
mark the spot are a chapel, an
AOH. hall, a small Gaelic field
and a primary school.

Then why is there a club here
at all? "“There was a lot of vouth
in the distriet and there was a

“It was the young boys around
16 and 17 years of age that got
it off the ground but a few of
the elder people in the district
also helped,” 19-vear-old Cullen
said.

Success came early for 5St.
Colmecille’s. In their first year
of existence — 1967 — they
won the juvenile league but had
hard luck in the championship.
In 1968 they moved up to minor
ranks and staved there for two
seasons. At the beginning of
1970 the same team was enter-
ed in Div. 1V of the Armagh all-
county leagues.

Although they went out of
the junior championship at an

Nobody Beats OUR Prices

TYRES AND BATTERIES

Whatever your Tyre or Battery requirements we have it.

NEW & REMOULD, DUNLOP & MICHELIN ZX and
BANDAGE RE-THREAD

Truck and Tractor Owners — 20 PER CENT OFF
New Dunlop rear tractor and truck tyres
Open every day — 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. — Phone for quotation
Try Us the Next Time — You won't Do Better

NEW ROSS SERVICE STATION

(Proprietor: W J. REDMOND)
WATERFORD ROAD, NEW ROSS
Telephone 21616

Every succes to the Wexford hurlers

Every Success to the Wexford team
in the All-lreland Final

from

(CALBOT HOTEL

WEXFORD

proud of is the fact that they
won the Blackwaterstown tour-
nament last month.

According to Eamon Cullen,
who plays at midfield, the club
is the youngest in the county —
pPlayerwise as well as every
other way. “Only three plavers
are over twenty. The emphasis
has always been on youth in the
club,” he said.

The club has no worries ahout
the future either as far as
members are concerned. At pre-
sent, they have only about 35
players plus half a dozen “dir-
ectors”, but there is still plenty
of youngsters in the district and
with no opposition sport about,
these boys automatically join.
They can now field a juvenile
and minor side as well as the
junior one.

The headmaster of the prim-
ary school is John Vallely, well-
known in the athletics world,
and he instills a love for Gaelic
games into his pupils.

of cash and this was one of
their efforts to raise some. ‘"Qur
present pitch is very small and
unsuitable and we have vague
plans for purchasing one,' Cul-
len said.

Many of the Grange players
learned their football at the
Christian Brothers’ school in
Armagh. This year the club had
its first county representative
— Joe Murphy, who playved in
the Armagh minor team. Others
who could be in the reckoning
for an “orange” jersey in the
near future are full back, Austin
Tohill (also a well-known ‘bul-
lets’ player in the area), the
Mallon brothers, and, of course,
Eamon Cullen.

Adrian Mallon is the club's
secretary and his brother Sean
the treasurer. But who is the
chairman? "“The plavers them-
selves run everything with help
from Joe Hughes, Eugene Mone
and Tom Donnelly and 1 just
don't know who the chairman
is,”” I was told.

— Tony McGee.
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Cork More Apt To Reach Heights

"rl-lls All-Ireland starts off with the advantage of a good,

if limited, pedigree. Cork and Wexford, as anyone
could tell you, have met twice in finals, both times in
these "furiuus Fifties” when hurling was still undispu-
tedly king over a wide area of the country and hadn’t to
contend with the many influences giving it stiff competi-

tion today.

One Christy Ring was
still menacingly operative.
He had still with him the
bulk of the Cork sjuad
which took th= three lLitles
of 1952-°54 when they met
Wexford for the secoad
time in ’56, Capable fellows
by any standard: Creedon,
Lyons, O'Riordan, O’Shau-
ghnessy, Twomey, Barry,
Hartnett. Arranged against
them most of the men large
in build and gallant in put-
look who took Wexford
from the second division
right up to the front of the
select few. Foley, ODon-
nell, English, the three
Rackards, a pair of Morris-
seys, Wheeler, Kehoe,

Flood.

That '56 final has always
seemed to me about second
to the '47 one among the
modern classics: for atmos-
phere in front of a great
crowd, for pace and open-
ness mixed with the right
degree of closeness without
which hurling is a slack
and lifeless thing — and
for the touches of generous
chivalry as Ring shook
Foley's hand and was him-
self carried off by the
Wexford men at the close
of play.

Heartwarming even now
to think back upon, that
finishing scene, Two years
earlier, before the biggest

attendance ever to see a
hurling game, Cork had put
the third All-Ireland to
their previous pair on a

‘dramatic day famed still

for Bobby Rackard’s inspir-
ed feats as an emergency
full back for Nick O’Don-
nell. The game was even-
tually won by the goal
Johnny Clifford whipped in
while in process of switch-
ing corners with Paddy
Barry,

If these two counties
could produce such great
finals when the game was
at a peak of public favour,
we certainly need another
from them now to refurbish
the game’s image in a per-
iod short of memorable
events on the hurling field.
I am confident they can
rise to the task and the re-
sponsibility.

So much for background:
the winners must be iden-

When you're shi ﬁtl wrapped up in the few
small pleasures that the wor d allows, unwind w1th al Gumn

For Guinness says so much so WEH
And in just the way that adds a ]ltlfe :
ﬁnﬁSﬁ to any occasion,

Guinness transmitson 4
two main systems: hottled and A
draught. Whichever you choose, / |
the message is the same: there’s %
more than goodnesse in Guinnesse?

Gh&00AR

There’s more than goodness in Guinness

tified in any self-respecting
preview; or at least the
runners-up. First of all as a
Tippman, I ought to declare
my interest — none, apart
from hoping for a credit-
able game and a fitting
climax to the year. This
won't entirely mollify the
partisans. If I say some-
thing favourable to Cork
there will be muttering
somewhere about Munster
people sticking together.
On the other hand leanings
towards a Wexford success
will have the others hinting
at Tipp ill-will towards
their conquerors. These
slight risks will have to be
taken, or else utter silence
preserved,

As we came out of Lim-
erick’s grounds on July 26
you could certainly hear
“Wexford will beat ’em
anyway”’ going on gquite
freely. Closer investigation
would generally reveal a
blue-and-gold favour at-
tached to the speaker.
Some quota of that rather
grudging ill-will was pre-
sent in many cases, you
may be sure, for a fellow
just has to ﬂing some sort
of retort to noisy Corkmen
in the vicinity. A lot of it
was serious judgment, how-
ever, and not solely design-
ed to be uncomplimentary
to the Munster champions.

Probably the main basis
of such distrust of Cork’s
chances lay in the fifteen
versus fourteen state of
manpower after King was
sent off and the rather lab-
orious way Cork went
about winning. They ought
to have swept home if they
were any good — such was
the verdict on several lips.
Now I wonder if this talk is
entirely just. A Tippman
might reasonably be asked
to remember the League
game against Wexford at
Thurles early in '69, What
happened when a Wexford

forward got dismissed
early in the second half?
Why ? What but a

Wexford win? Tipp got al-
together too hasty about
pressing home their appar-
ent advantage, Roche, play-
ing at centre back, began
to advance downfield. Re-
sult — confused crowding
in centrefield with too
many players fighting for
the ball and baulking each
other, and Wexford strik-
ing back through the wide-
open spaces in the Tipper-
ary rear.

Something not greatly
different happened Cork at
Limerick, The parallel
would have been complete
if Flanagan's late snap shot
had been six inches to the
left of its line of flight.
Clifford did a Roche act
and Tipp forwards began to
look more threatening than
before because the space to
work in became available.
Far wiser to have Kkept
their entire back division
where it was and let play
take its natural course, in-
stead of forcing the issue.
Cork did not make any-
thing like full use of King’'s
departure, In addition, let’s
remember that Tipp sub
goalie O’Sullivan Kept out
at least two shots that
would normally raise green
flags.

A third and major point

in reconsidering Cork's
merit is the wvirtual write-
off of Gerald McCarthy
from a very early stage.
They got almost nothing of
value from one who is ac-
acepted as perhaps their
best hurler of the moment.
If a fit McCarthy walks
onto Croke Park Wexford
can certainly not rely on
his abilities being absent
again. Gerald strained an
ankle at Limerick and was
left on a long time after
he was clearly “gone.” He
could run fairly well on a
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Jonh Horgan

straight course, but guick
turning was another mat-
ter.

If Cork have discernible
problems the most obvious
one is at right half-back,
where Pat Hegarity got re-
placed not too effectively,
by wveteran Gerry O’Sulli-
van. The way young Simon
Murphy is coming along
with the under-21 team he
could be a lively challenger
for a senior place in that
particular department.
There were some observers
who thought Paddy Barry
not gquite as sharp as be-
fore in goal, but Paddy,
with the extra bonus of
captaincy, is hardly one to
fall below the frightening
needs of his position on the
biggest day.

The severe pulling of the
Tipperary defence gave
Cork’s attack a trying time
and consequently their
goals were opportunist rat-
her than built-up. Slender
Seanie Barry was not
deemed the physical type
for the rigours of the day,
but he may be used in Sep-
tember, especially if strong
Willie Murphy is absent
from Wexford's team.

My general judgment on
Cork is that they have at
least a level chance. Down-
grading of their Munster
win may serve as a valu-
able psychological boost,
by contrast with last year’s
fatal confidence. It’s a use-
ful state of mind to take
out along the Croke Park
tunnel, Their worth should
really be assessed on the
full record of recent years.
They won the League well
in May.

If there are grounds for
debate over the Munster
final, something similar ap-
plies to its Leinster coun-
terpart. This is nothing
new of late years. It ap-
pears that either Wexford
or Kilkenny nearly always
go in there with large

handicaps in alternate
years. One year you had
Ollie Walsh under suspen-
sion; another year Wexford
were short half a back divi-
sion; this year Kilkenny
were without the retired
Paddy Moran, had Lawlor
and Ollie knocked out in
course of play and had
Keher only for half the
trip.

Wexford, let it be said,
lost Willie Murphy for the
finishing spell of Kilkenny
revival. All the same, the
balance of weakness and
bad forune lay with the ex-
champions. So if Cork’s
win deserved more kudos
than it got, Wexford’s per-
haps got a little more than
it really was entitled to.
Pat Nolan’s brilliant late
saves, too, have to be rec-
koned with, though he's
just as likely to do the
same in the All-Ireland.

The trouble with all
these impressions and de-
ductions from past games
is that very often they have
little to do with what hap-
pens on another day. An
All-Ireland final has unigue
strains. Form is harder to
find there than on another
occasion. Desperation and
inspiration play their parts
in the frantic rush for
fame.

Cork by temperament
seem to me the more vola-
tile, the more api to reach
the heights or the depths
before their demonstrative
following, Wexford appear
the likelier to hit average
form. Come on now, says
the impatient reader, quit
the roundabout manoeuvo-
ring and let’s have a firm

opinion. Fair enough: Cork
it is.
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Because they handle nothing
else—they are TV Specialists

MARY ST. (Near Penneys)
GRAFTON ST. (Corner of The
Green)
GEORGES  ST.

Winstons)
RATHMINES (By The Stella)
FAIRVIEW (Edge's Corner)
DUN LAOGHAIRE (By Gas

Co.)

CAMDEN ST. (Opp. De Luxe)
FINGLAS (Opp. Penneys)
THOMAS &T. (Opp. John's

Lane Church)

TALBOT ST. (Inside New-

(Opposite

berry's Furniture Store)
CORK (Prince's Street, opp.
Thompsons)
From 7/6 for a magnificent
Bush/Murphy T.V.
Phone 40000/776405

The aniy large TV Rental Com-
pany not controlled from out-
side Ireland
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Securing success
\in every field ...

When you open an
account with the Bank of
Ireland Group you know
that you'’ve got the

best team in banking
working for you. Working
through general services
like chegque book accounts
and deposit accounts.

And through the Group’s
special schemes providing
finance for house and

farm improvement,
motor purchase, and
higher education. Our
Travelling Bank visits
rural areas daily,
providing the same
comprehensive range of
services, Get in touch
soon and see how our
complete range of
Banking Services can be
put to work for you.

You're Safe in the Bank of Ireland Group

Bank of Ireland / National Bank of Ireland / Hibernian Bank

Your tobacconist P 3
isn't the only place XY

where you see this symbol.

You may see it at a fishing competition or a film festival . ..

a feis cheoil or'a gaelic football match. It could catch your eye at a
show jumping event—or at your local Tops of the Town Competition.
Or at any one of a dozen different kinds of sporting and
cultural activities, from motor sports to music festivals,
hurling to horse racing. And it's hardly surprising really because
it's the symbol of Player-Wills, who, today, are playing an increasingly
important part in the support of so many of the sporting and
other community activities which are bringing pleasure and benefit

to people in every part of Ireland. r Wi“s
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Wexford

“lf Wexford had a bit

more iron in their souls,
they might have won half
a dozen more All-Irelands
in the ’fifties and the
'sixties,”” he said, and you
could see he was thinking
of the killer-instinct as
they call it in boxing.
Tipperary, of course, have
it in a large measure; Cork
have been notable expon-
ents of the quality; and
Kilkenny, in spite of all
their reputation for pre-
cision and stickwork and
aesthetic touches, have an
underlying steel to their
make-up that allows them
to tot up an impressive list
of victories in all the big
games.

But, Wexford, by com-
parison have been the
“gentlemen” of hurling: the
kind of men who felt sorry
for a team who were doing
badly against them, and in-
stead of walloping in ten
goals and making the game
safe, would just at likely
let their soft-heartedness
give a score or two to the
opposition. And one thing
might beg another, until
the opposition had such a
grip on things that you
could no Ilonger check
them, and Wexford went
home licking their wounds,
and wondering what went
wrong.

The thing about Wex-
ford is that they could win
a famous victory and en-
dure a famous defeat, do-
ing credit to both winners
and vanquished, but they
could scarcely ever win a
game with a mile to spare.
It gave them no pleasure,
somehow, And, above all
else, I sense in the make-
up of Wexford hurlers, the
overriding need to enjoy
the game.

Crushing an inferior
opposition is nothing to
them: it gives them nothing
but pain for the opponents.
They really like to meet
foemen worthy of their
steel, as the phrase goes,
and then they will match
them heroics for heroics,
and devil take the hind-
most.

The record of the Wex-
ford hurlers since their
emergence as a national
force in the end of the
'forties has been strangely
similar in this respect: you
would have imagined that,
perhaps, it was the char-
acteristic of a generation
only of hurlers, and that the
next generation would
grow out of it. Again, it
would not have surprised
one in such big men — in
physique and in tempera-
ment and in soul — as the
Rackards, Jim Morrissey,
Ned Wheeler, Nick O'Don-
nell, Padge and Paddy
Kehoe, and all those giants
of the early champion side.
It suited them to be mag-
nanimous.

It was no surprise that
they produced one of their
most famous displays of
power-hurling just when
they looked as though they
were dead ducks, in the
second half of that memor-
able National League final
of 1956. Fifteen points

down at half-time, and
they hit Tipperary with a
hurricane in the second-
half.

Mind you, it was an issue
of some importance in an-
other respect: it could be
said of that Wexford team
if they had allowed the sit-
uation to take its course
that day, that they had
never beaten Tipperary for

Phil Wilson

anything worth  while;
their first All-Ireland in
1955 was won from Gal-
way after they had endur-
ed that memorable failure
in 1954 against Cork and
in 1951 against Tipperary.

The second success was
in 1956, winning from Cork
in the final, and, on top of
that, there was the 1952
League final when they

BEST WISHES WEXFORD

from

CO. WEXFORD CO-OP. FARMERS
MART LTD.

Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford

SALES

SHEEP — EVERY MONDAY;
CATTLE — EVERY TUESDAY
PIGS — EVERY WEDNESDAY at ENNISCORTHY
CATTLE — EVERY THURSDAY at TAGHMON
CATTLE EVERY FRIDAY and PIGS EVERY SECOND
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WHEN IN DUBLIN

call to

HERBERT SERVICE GARAGE

FOR EXPERT REPAIRS, SERVICE, SALES, SPARES,
PETROLS and OILS

Mount St. Crescent, Dublin

Telephone : 61006

FINALLY

THE BEST PLACE FOR CYCLES, MOTORCYCLES

AND TELEVISION 1S THE STORE OF

McHUGH Himself

AT THE BRIDGE

Talbot Street, Dublin



charged Tipperary from be-

hind with tremendous
verve, but just failed to
win. Was it going to be

said of that Wexford side
that they were good and
all that, but, if they had
met Tipperary instead of
such opposition as Galway
and Cork, they would
never have won anything?

Now or never, then. And,
in that 30 minutes, the big
Wexford men strode all
over the Tipperary team as
though they were pygmies,
forced them into terrified
mistakes, rained balls on
their backs, with such con-
stancy that the full-line —
one of the most famous in
the game — had its reput-
ation shredded, and Tony
Reddan, one of the game'’s
greatest keepers, had his
career terminated in a rush
of goals.

That kind of heroism
has been Wexford's spec-
ial charism, and its special
contribution to the hurling
picture in two decades. It
is reasonable to ask that
were it not for the emer-
gence of Wexford when
they did — a not very
likely happening in the
light of the lack of new
great powers in hurling —
where would hurling be
now? Would the constant
diet of Cork and Tipp, and
Kilkenny have palled and
would we be lamenting a
worse condition in the
game than even the pre-
sent one?

The All-Ireland final of
1968 was another occasion
paralleled by the 1956
League final — the set up
was the same, the contest-
ants were the same, and
the atmosphere of fatalism
in the crowd was the same,
And here came Wexford —
devil take appearances —
and stretched Tipperary on
a wrack of torture so cruel
that even Tipperary must
have been happy to hear
the last whistle — the end
of the ordeal must have
meant more than victory
or defeat at that stage,

In other words, when the
notion took the Rackards,
the Morrisseys, Wheeler,
Phil Wilson, Tony Doran,

The Team

Dan Quigley, and all those
of the past and the pre-
sent, they could and can
hurl so overwhelmingly
that nothing in the game
that I have seen can stand
against them. They have
seemed to wade through
hurleys and men as though
they were merely purpose-
fully stepping in for a swim
at Courtown; they shot up
capacious hands in places
where another would have
feared to put his hurley and
emerged, disregarding hits
or bruises, with the ball to
hammer it miles away.

Tony Doran found the
Nick Rackard spirit des-
cending upon him last in
September, 1968, as he
raced away for goals on
solos, regardless of what
lay in his path. Had a
stone wall been suddenly
placed across the 21 yards
line since the lase ball
came upfield, Doran or
Rackard would not have
noticed — they would have
gone straight through and
banged the ball in the net.

And, yvet Wexford play
poorly at times; sometimes
you despair that they will
ever give the amount that
their talents promise. It is
hard to tell how they will
fare in most matches. But,
when it comes to the big
games, whatever the out-
come and the style of their
previous games, they are
the safest bet in the game
to give value for the cus-
tomers money.

Essentially, then, they
are men for the big occas-
ion. The big crowd holds
no terrors for them; rather,
it seems, to warm them
like summer sunshine on
their backs in the hay-
fields. The class opposit-
ion communicates electri-
cally with them, loosening
muscles at the challenge,
and stimulating their hearts
to beat faster.

Nobody can ignore pre-
cedent in this final: Cork
and Wexford played a
couple of spell-binding
matches for the title in
1954 and 1956, when Ring
was the magnet of attract-
ion for all eyes. There is
reason to suspect that this
year’s match might com-
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plete a memorable three-
SOINne.

The fact that Cork have
been the form team; the
fact that they have done

Heroics

everything except win the
All-Ireland in the last two
vears; the fact that they
have an impressive League
final win over Wexford to
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their credit in that time —
these are all circumstantial
pieces of evidence, and if
you choose to conclude
from them that it will be a

Cork win, you ignore the
unpredictable but inevit-
able reaction of the Wex-
ford men to the big occas-
ion and the big challenge.
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Dan McAreavy Describes

Ulster’s Attitude To A Hurling Final

necarnating as it does the

identity of the Irish nat-
ion in a manner unrivalled
by any other occasion and
involving millions in its
pagentry - and drama the
All-Ireland Hurling Final is
the nearest approach we
have to a truly national
festival. It 1s an intense
and unique expression of
our individuality as a
people. As time passes
All-Irelands may not move
us to the very core of our
being as they did in our
early years but still each
final touches a cord in our
heartstrings.

That was how Father
Columba Mansfield, O.P.
‘recollected’” in his inimit-
able style — last year's
final between Kilkenny and
Cork.

Later the writer wonder-
ed if, in some way, this
game of countrymen was
an irrelevance in its met-
ropolitan setting.

However, the lines of
the Monaghan poet, the
late Patrick Kavanagh,
came to his mind bringing
with them consolation;

“I inclined to lose my

faith in Ballyrush and
Gortin

Mary's Abbey,
Shankill, Cork,
Limerick,
Galway, Tralee,
Sligo,
Letterkenny,
Athlone,
Dundalk,
Ballina,
Enniscorthy,
Belfast,
Coleraine.

Till Homer's ghost came
whispering to my mind

He said: I made the Illiad
from such

A local row. Gods make
their own importance.”

There is no doubt here
about the place which
“hurling final” Sunday has
etched out in the hearts
and minds of the Irish
people. Father Columba
is clearly speaking for the
country as a whole and as
such his point ought to be
taken,

However for the purpose
of this article my belief
was a much narrower one
and in accepting it the
main regret is that I must
write — not as I would
wish — but according to
the facts as I see them. I
would prefer it were other-
wise but perhaps I am
wrong. I hasten to add too
that the views expressed
are personal ones without
any ‘“official’ prompting
one way or the other,

“How relevant is the
hurling final, the hurling
revival and such things to
the ordinary G.A.A. man in
the Six Counties?” was

what the Editor wanted to
know.
Well,

when Cork and

Head Office: DUBLIN ROAD, KILKENNY.

Wexford take the field in
this year's decider there is
no doubt that the "“"Wee
Six" will be well represent-
ed in the 60,000-0dd crowd
which can be expected.
But will these Northern
followers be present out
of a sense of duty to the

Association, a sense of
having to support the
“four green fields” unity

which the G.A.A. has al-
ways espoused? Will they
make the journey to Croke
Park out of loyalty to the
oldest and greatest nat-
ional game ? Or will they
be there — divorced of all
other considerations
simply to see a good game?
These are — and will re-
main — the great impon-
derables of the occasion.
Unguestionably there is
a minority of G.A.A. people
in the North who are sin-
cere dyed-in-the-wool hurl-
ing men; men whose all-
egiance to the caman and
everything which the game
means and stands for is
as deep-rooted as anything
to be found in the most
storied Southern strong-
held. It is sadly a dwindl-
ing minority; sadder still
to note the increasing age
of those entitled — without
question to that All-
Ireland hurling ticket,

These are the men who
passionately believe in
hurling. Their faith will
remain unshaken but Iis
their dream of the great re-
vival to be realised?

Then there will be that
group — admittedly much
larger than the first but
still pathetically small with
only fourteen years to go
to the Association’s cen-
tenary celebrations — who
will travel to savour the
spectacle and enjoy the
game as a game,

They will return imbued
with a new missionary zeal
to do what they can to
help with the revival but
how long will their ferv-
pur last?

The stands and terracing
too will have a fair sprink-
ling of the young players
now in the wvanguard of
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keeping the game alive in
the NMNorth. The boys of
Antrim, Down, Fermanagh,
Derry and Tyrone will be
there with all the idealism
of youth, But can they be
counted on, in this most
challenging age, to build a
tradition which except in
a few areas has not really
taken root?

In all truth hurling re-
mains the poor relation
when compared with foot-
ball not only in the six
counties in question but
throughout the entire Ul-
ster province.

Qur footballers have
captured the imagination
— how differently I would
write of the fourth Sunday
of September — and as a
consequence those plough-
ing the lonely furrow of
the hurling revival are
facing a tough, uphill and
in Imany Trespects unre-
warding struggle.

There are those — and I
must count myself among
them — who INTENDED
to do all they could for
hurling, Shamefacedly
many of us have now to
admit that the odds proved
too much. G.AA. mem-
bers generally and football
clubs in particular realise
that they have a duty to
the game but those con-
sciences can be salved by
the efforts to keep the foot-
ball going.

Reports of the progress
in the North are I candidly
believe exaggerated. Croke
Park releases in the past
have I am afraid been writ-
ten through rose coloured
spectacles. The temptat-
ion is great.

Certainly, the under-age
players of Down merit the
highest praise; the Glens-
men continue to carry the
flag proudly and Armagh
did qualify for an All-Ire-
land junior final not so
long ago. What of the
rest of the picture?

Nor is the social re-
volution in our midst help-
ing. 1 do not refer to the
political upheavals but
rather to the urbanisation
and motorisation which, as
I wunderstand it, even
threaten well established
areas in the South. Did
someone once say that
prosperity would kill the
G.A.A.? The speaker ob-
viously did not mean his
words to be taken literally
but they point to a real
danger unless new and
more with-it policies are
adopted. Certainly soc-
ial changes tend to make
the birth — or re-birth —
of hurling a laboured task.

Too few clubs are able to
field exclusive hurling
sides and progress in the
schools which have done so
much for football has been
virtually negligible.

Nor are the expert coach-
es present without whom it
is well nigh impossible to
proceed. Incomparably skil-
ful, hurling sets its would-
be students an exacting
curriculum, That tradition
born of hurls in the hands
from the cradle stage is

hard to build.

Nothing succeeds like
success especially in the
eyes of the younger people.
Football has succeeded and
hurling has not. This goes
much of the way to ex-
plaining the difference in
attitude of the vital youth
group to the hurling and
football finals,

And the publicity which
hurling has won for itself
15 virtually nil compared
with football. Down have
brought home the Sam
Maguire Cup; National
League titles are nothing
new; the Railway Cup has
recently taken almost a
season ticket to Ulster; and
our colleges have captured
football’s highest honours.
There have been, too, the
successes of our minors,
under-21, junior and voca-
tional schools sides.

What has hurling to
show? I said I would regret
having to write some of
these things. Perhaps you
now know why.

It is significant too that
many football clubs are
willing to play matches on
the day of the All-Ireland
hurling final whereas there
is an uproar if a fixture is
suggested for the football
semi-final dates.

“You must play hurling
because it is your national
game” is not a sufficient
reason for the youth of to-
day. They will seek better
credentials than this,

I have attended 44 out of

the last 50 All-Ireland
finals in Croke Park. But
why is it that I can recall
— as if they were happen-
ing now — so many of the
football clashes whereas
my recollections of the best
hurling deciders are but
poor telerecordings of the
events with, as often as
not, the “picture” going
completely dead.

Why is it that given the
choice I would plump for
the football every time? Is
this the problem confront-
ing the average follower?
Is it that word “tradition”
on which we have been
reared?

But this is no obituary of
Ulster hurling. Rather is
the piece meant to indicate
some of the difficulties
facing the revivalists and
why the interest — of the
ordinary G.A.A. man — in
the hurling final is on a
lower key than that assoc-
1ated with its football coun-
terpart.

As one official put it:
“Rank and file supporters
are whelmingly but not
overwhelmingly interested
in the Cork- Wexford
clash.”

Rest assured however
that the North will hold on;
that the work of bringing
back the caman, one of the
main planks in the Associa-
tion’s charter, will continue
despite the long haul in-
volved.

Give us a cheer on Sep-
tember 6!
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N 1954, when Cork and Wex-

senlor hurling final, the game
attracted an all-time attendance
record for a hurling decider of
84,856 and two years later when  (ry.
the same two counties met once
again in the All-Ireland final a
crowd of just over 83,000 wit-

This vear's final should be no
exception and while Croke Park
can no longer accommodate (-7,
such large crowds since the in-
stallation of the seating accom-
modation under the Cusack 1953, it appeared as if they did
the decline in hurling not possess the necessary clasa
and determination to make the
grade in the hurling world. This

final crowds which has been evi-
dent in the last few years should
certainly be arrested at this time is was old rivals Kilkenny
vear's decider. The fact that who did the damage . . . win-
Cork had a rather comfortable
win over Wexford in last year's
National League decider will be
completely irrelevant when the
sides line out on September 6.

The year 1951 saw Wexford
make their first All-Ireland final
appearance since 1918 when vyards free in the closing minu-
they were hammered by Limer-
ick by 9-5 to 1-3. Their only
previous All-Ireland final vic- at the expense of a 70° just
tory had been in 1910. In the afterwards.

Meanwhile this year's oppon-
ents Cork were once again pro-
ving their supremacy in Mun-
experience of the Tipperary ster and they duly went on to
who won their third win their second All-Ireland title
in succession, by defeating Gal-
way in the decider by 3-3 to 0-8.

In 1954, Wexford proved that
they were not finished when
they avenged their defeat by
in the 1952 provincial
decider, by hammering the Met-
ropolitans by 8-5
they qualified once again for the

However, Wexford's perfor- All-Ireland final by annihilating
mance in that match indicated luckless Antrim by 12-7 to 2-3.

themselves well, but eventually
had to give best to the greater

players,
All-Ireland title on the trot by
7-7 10 3-9.

Wexford had a dream start in
that game when Nick Rackard
found the back of the Tipperary
net after only four minutes, but Dublin
the Munster champions refused
to be ruffled even by such a set-

Looking Back On Past Meetings Paddy Hickey Says:

CORK v WEXFORD: A CLASH THAT
HAS NEVER FAILED

T0 THRILL

final Wexford acquited

that a much-needed new hurling
ford met in the All-Ireland force was emerging on the scene
and gave the players themselves
a confidence in their own ability
to match the best in the coun-

The south Leinster men fail-
ed to win out in Leinster the
following year, when they were
nessed the pame. These two  surprisingly beaten by Dublin by
finals were the only occasions 7-2 to 3-5
that 80,000-plus attendance have
been recorded at hurling finals
and are in themselves an indi- but over-confidence
cation of the popularity and at-
traction that Cork-Wexford hur-
ling finals hold for the hurling doing.

Cork went on to win the All-
Ireland that year by hammering
Dublin in the final by 2-14 to

in the provincial
final. Wexford had led by 2-5 to
2-1 at the interval in this game,

with the retiral of Art Foley in
the second half proved their un-

When Wexford were defeated
in the Leinster final again in

ning a thrilling game by two
points (1-13 to 3-5).

The absence through illness
of Bobby Rackard was a bitter
blow in this match but even still
they might have won had not
Mick Rackard failed from a 21

tes and had not a scorching
drive by Tim Flood been saved

to 1-4 and

This will be remembered as the
game in which Nick Rackard
recorded his magnificent tally
of 7-T.

In the other semi-final, Cork
experienced little difficulty in
disposing of Galway by 4-13 to
2-1 and so the stage was set
for an All-Ireland final meeting
between Cork and Wexford.

In this game Wexford seemed
set to record their first senior
All-Ireland hurling victory since
1910 when they led the Mun-
ster champions by two points
with only four minutes left.
Then disaster struck. The ball
broke loose from a ruck of play-
ers and Cork corner forward
Johnny Clifford chased after it.

Wexford goalkeeper Art Foley
hesitated before deciding to ad-
vance while Clifford pulled first-
time on the sliotar and the ball
ended up in the back of the net.
Cork, naturally, were inspired
by this goal and they proceded
to add two further points to
the total to leave them winners
by 1-9 to 1-6.

S0 Cork had won their third
All-Treland title in succession
and once again Wexford had to

- be content with second place.

However, the story might have
had a different ending had not
Wexford’s full back Nick O'Don-
nell been forced to retire with a
broken collar-bone just a few
minutes after half-time.

Centre half-back Bobby Rack-
ard was switched to the full-
back position and proceeded to
give one of the best defensive
displays of hurling ever seen in
Croke Park, but nevertheless the
loss of O'Donnell was a grave
one. At the time of his removel
to the Mater Hospital, O'Donnell
was pretty confident that Wex-
ford would win, so he was bit-
terly disappointed when he
heard the result in his hospital
bed.

However, O'Donnell and his
gallant team-mates were back
the following year to make up

for all the disappointments of
the previous few years. Cork's
three year reign as Munster
champions had ended and so
Limerick met the Slaneysiders
in the All-Ireland semi-final.
They defeated the Munster
champions by 2-12 to 2-3 and
so qualified to meet Galway in
the final.

This game saw Galway lead
by two points at the interval
but a goal by Tim Flood eigh-
teen minutes after the interval
gave Wexford the inspiration
they needed and they went on
to win by 3-13 to 2-8.

In 1956, Cork and Wexford
again proved best in their re-
spective provinces, defeating
Limerick and Kilkenny in the
provincial deciders. Wexford had
Just a point to spare over Kil-
kenny, while Cork defeated Lim-
erick by two goals, after look-
mg a beaten team for most of
the game.

The All-Ireland final received
a tremendous build-up and the
game itself certainly lived up to
all its expectations. It is mainly
rememebered for the fact that
Wexford lost a seven points
lead and then fought back to
eventually win by six points and
for Art Foley's memorable save
from a bullet-like shot from
Christy Ring.

Foley’s save from Ring's
scorching shot must have left
an indelible impression on the
majority of the 83,000 attend-
ance present at the game. It
came at a time when Wexford
had gone into a two points lead
with just three minutes to go.

Ring collected a clearance from
the Cork back-line and from
about 25 yards out let fly a
tremendous shot. The ball seem-
ed destined for the back of the
net but Foley surprised every-

body by making a fantastic
save.

Nobody was more surprised
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than Ring and as soon as Foley
had made a lengthy clearance
up the field, the Cloyne wizard
went in and shook the Wex-
ford poalkeeper’s hand. At the
end of the game a few of the
Wexford players returned the
compliment to Ring by chairing
the Cork star off the pitch.

In the 1956 final, Wexford
got off to a fine start and were
four points up inside three
minutes through a goal by
Padge Kehoe and Tim Flood.
However, Cork kept within
striking distance of the Leinster
champions and at half-time
trailed by only four points (1-6
to 0-5).

In the third quarter Wexford
assumed control and victory
seemed assured when they went
six points up. Then Cork and
Christy Ring struck. The Mun-
ster champions were awarded a
21l-yards free after 13 minutes
of the second half and it was
entrusted to Ring. Ring belted
the ball to the back of the net
and the score was now 1-9 to
1-5 in Wexford's favour.

Ring added a point and, after
Padge Kehoe had pointed,
Paddy Barry countered with a
Cork point. Paddy Barry then
scored a great equalising goal

and then Ring palmed the ball
over the bar for the lead.

However, it was then that the
Wexford team showed their true
mettle. Within a minute of Ring's
point Nicky Rackard had level-
led matters and then Rackard
added two points from frees to
leave the Slaneysiders in front
by two points. Then followed
Art Foley's dramatic save and,
as if inspired by this, Nick
Rackard smashed home a great
goal and Tom Dixon scored a
point to leave Wexford winners
by six points (2-14 to 2-B).

20 Wexford climaxed a won-
derful year by their magnificent
victory. Earlier in the year they
had given evidence of their
fighting spirit when they came
from sixteen points down in the
League final against Tipperary
o win by four points, and few
teams would have staged a
comeback at so late a point in
an All-Ireland final.

The 1954 and 1956 All-Ire-
land finals will mean little to
the Cork and Wexford players
this month, but if this wvear's
final possesses nearly as much
intensity of excitement and
drama as either of those games,
thgn few fans will be disappoin-
ted.
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Drama tri mhir, le Chrios-
toir O Floinn, a bhaineann le
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leis an gcoimhlint idir an
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siGn. Tordin, tragdid, greann
agus gra fite fuaite ina
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tach le cur ar staitse. 6/ -
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Beatha, bas agus cllra an
Athar Miguel Aguistin Pro,
C.l, an sagart uasal umhal a
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1927. Cur sios soiléir suimidil
ag Breandan O Faircheallaigh.
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sOisialta Chonamara sul a
ndeachaidh  an reabhldid
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FTER a few games, it's now

possible to make some

judgement on the extended play-
ing time; not a definitive wver-
dict ag yet, but perhaps a mar-
shalling of some thoughts on the
subject.

For a start, it's only fair to
say that I'm in favour of the
eighty instead of sixty minutes,
and what I've seen of it so far
confirms my opinion. There have
been some fine examples of
how the extra time can add to
enjoyment; both the Leinster
finals were worth watching all
through, with the football clash

of Meath and Offaly an out-
standing afternoon’s entertain-
ment. The totals they put up
were near-records, if not defini-
tely records.

Scores are what the custo-
mers want, and when there's
only a point between the teams
at the end the interest never
flags. (An interesting thing
about that particular game: At
half-time 1 was grabbing a
quick cup of tea, and I over-
heard a man offering twenty to
one against Meath, who were
ten points down at that stage
— as far as I could see, no-
body took him up on it).

- &
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Good and Bad In Clones

To look more closely at the
Meath-Offaly match, I notice
that, at the end of thirty minu-
tes in the first half, Offaly were
actually behind by a point! It
was Meath 0-8, Offaly 1-4. In
the ten minutes that followed,
Offaly scored 3-3 against a sin-
gle point for Meath. In the sec-
and half, the opening thirty
minutes gave Meath 2-11 and
Offaly five points. Seo, if you
imagine the game being a sixty-
minute affair, the final score
would have been Meath 2-19,
Offaly 1-9 . . . and that would
surely have been an even great-
er sensation than we finished
with.

If you examine the scoring in
the extra ten minutes in each
half, it went: Offaly 4-3, Meath
0-3! You could go on half the
day working out the might-have-
beeng and all the other intrigu-
ing possibilities, but when all is
said and done the Meath-Offaly
game will stand as a great piece
of evidence when the case of the
eighty-minute game is being put
forward.

There is, of course, another

side to the story, like every
story. My own personal example
of the extra time being a poor
enough idea is the Ulster final
at Clones. Sixty minutes of a
bad match is bad, but eighty
minutes is just drastic.  This
Derry-Antrim game Wwas one
long yawn, and it seemed to go
on for hours; such is the effect
of non-entertainment.

It was a pity that it turned
out that way, but you can't leg-
islate against negative play. The
real power is with the afore-
mentioned  customers; they
know well that teams like Derry
and Antrim can do far better
than this, so by staying away
from a few encounters they can
put their money where their
mouths are, and instead of com-
plaining start campaigning.

On balance, though, I like the
extra time, and look forward to
seeing it being introduced to all
county games.

To go back to the Ulster final
for a minute, I thought things
were done very well at Clones.
The idea of bringing the two
teams down the steps from the

dressingrooms  together and
right in behind the band for the
parade is one that could well be
copied elsewhere. It would do
away with the untidy straggle
that we see so often, even on
the big occasions.

Another thing I liked was the
way the spectators arriving at
the ground were kept informed
about the best spaces and places
available, etc. The man in charge
of the loudspeaker was position-
ed so that he could see both in-
side and outside the ground . .
a simple enough thing, but I
haven't seen it done often be-
fore. It's this sort of organisa-
tion that puts the finishing
touch to the presentation of
games. But all the time we must
insist on the games themselves
being up to the mark!

Still on the Ulster final, the
programme produced by the Uls-
ter Council for the big event
wasg a mine of information (with
the exception of the numbering
for the minor teams), but it was
almost impossible to get it out-
gside the ground. This left the
market wide open for purveyors

of pirate programmes, which
weren't a patch on the real
thing . . . a pity, since s0 many
people were “had."

And one more thing about
Clones: some of the hoteliers
there were apparently unaware
that a football game was sche-
duled for the place at all; not
alone was the first so-called
hotel I visited unable to handle
the crowd, but they were ver-
ging on the rude to people, and
these people were not looking
for anything for nothing — they
were in possession of good
money.

The second hotel to which I
called had a crowd problem, too,
but were anxious to please, and
a cheerful smile, as the bible
tells us, can turn away wrath.
So despite the hurried nature of
the lunch, my thanks to the
people in the Creighton Hotel,
whio are aware that the custo-
mer is the most important per-
son in the place.

But 1 do feel that the Ulster
Council could well give some
tips on efficiency to some of the
othr caterers in Clones.

FIRST CAMOGIE TITLE

FOR ROSCOMMON

SD many records have been
set up already in the cur-
rent camogle season that it is
hard to keep track of them all.
Antrim, for instance, have won
the Ulster title for the sixteenth
consecutive year, while Roscom-
mon and Dublin have won jun-
ior provincial titles for the first
time. For Roscommon, the oc-
casion was particularly memor-
able, as this was the first time
the county had ever won a cam-

ogie title of any kind.

Indeed the enthusiasm foster-
ed by this victory should pro-
vide a really tremendous boost
for the game in the county, but
I feel that the enthusiasm was
there before the victory, for the
Roscommon girls who turned up
for the National Coaching
Course at Gormanston were full
of dedication to the game al-
ready.

Anyway this Connacht title
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was a fitting reward for the
hard work of County Secretary
Mary Travers through the lean
VEars.

In the All-Ireland semi-final,
Roscommon met Dublin who,
oddly enough, had never before
won a Leinster title in the jun-
ior grade. A remarkable thing,
too, about this Dublin side was
that it included nearly half the
U.C.D. side that won the Ash-
bourne Cup earlier in the sea-
50N,

They were Ann Marie O'Lough-

lin, Pat Morrissey, WVeronica
Fingleton, and Marion Coogan
all of whom play with the
U.C.D. ¢lub, and Vera Sullivan
who plays her club camogie
with Austin Stacks. Another
U.C.D. player, Muireann Hayes,
who was not eligible for the
Ashbourne, was also on the
Dublin line-out that won this
first Leinster junior final.

For good measure, two more
members of the Ashbourne Cup
side, Ann Carroll and Jo Golden,
were on the Kilkenny team that
won the Leinster senior champ-
ionship. So it will be seen that
the U.C.D. club have plenty of
medals on hand this season for
they won Dublin senior and jun-
ior leagues as well.

® Cork All-Ireland star Liz
Garven certainly has had a busy
summer, as she won three sout-
hern tennis titles, and reached
the final of the Irish girls

championship. And the girl who
defeated her, Maeve Glenn, is
the daughter of a former Dublin
All-Ireland hurler, Gerry.

® The National Coaching
Course at Gormanston proved a
tremendous success, and its
long term effect on the spread
of camogie is bound to be most
heneficial. Particularly gratify-
ing was the big attendance of
nuns, representing quite a var-
iety of religious orders.

® Clare may not be wvery
much in the camogie forefront
at the moment, but there seems
to be no lack of talent in the
Banner county, when one con-
siders the fact that four Clare
girls played in the recent Lein-
ster junior final. They were Pat
Morrissey, Ann Marie O'Lough-
lin and Claire Harrington with
Dublin and Anne Harrington
with Louth.

And just to keep the custo-
mers on their toes, Claire and
Anne Harrington, though playing
for different counties, are sis-
ters.

Add on the fact that Kitty
Murphy, a member of the Dublin
senior team, is also from Clare,
and one wonders why the Ban-
ner county is not much more to
the fore on the camogie fields
of the South.

® The All-Ireland senior and
junior camogie finals will be
played at Croke Park on Sun-
day, September 20.
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T is nothing short of extraordinary that Cork have

shown, in the last two years, just about all the charac-
teristics which a champion team could desire, a great
number of the skills, and all the qualities of physique,
and yet be suspect in their ability to really nail down the
title because of some fear, It is also uncharacteristic of
Cork, If there is one thing which Cork have been noted
for, it is their ability to make the best of themselves,
even at times when they were thin enough in talent. They
have been the champions of the superiority complex —
they felt they were good enough, almost solely because
they were Cork.

Of course, they have had plenty of reason for that:
Cork have so often been good, so often even magnificent.
It has been an inherited feeling that Cork’s team will of
necessity be a good one, and the youngster who gains

admittance through the golden door where the red
jerseys are stored, will assume, if he did not already
know, that he must be good enough to take on any man
in Ireland, except a few in his own county, and they will
be playing with him,

The sad break-down must have its seeds somewhere in
the long term of trial in the fifties and sixties in which
team after team from the Rebel county was humiliated
at the hands of Tipperary, in particular, but even at the
hands of Waterford and Clare and other Munster coun-
ties. Their championship record became so fallible that
there was doubt, in some minds, that they could come
back for a long time. Yet, there was the tremendous
enthusiasm year after year when they reached the Mun-
ster final or the day when Tipperary were to be challen-
ged again. You would swear that every Corkman there

for the

ick MCQuaid Ready Rubbed
ife of ease

Cork Have No Barry

would stake his life that his team was going to win this
time. No more messing, Cork must take its rightful place
back on the top of the pile. And, still they failed.

Was all this confidence, then, just bravado? Did Cork
people endure such a series of deflations of their egos
that they were possessed deep down by a fear that was
only covered over with a veneer of aggressive self-confi-
dence. Has that fear of failure, or fear of the remoteness
of success, maybe, communicated itself to the rising
generation who are the seniors of today. Did the fathers
of Cork, when they had retreated into their houses and
closed their doors, drawn the blinds and made sure no
window was open even a crack, finally lay aside the
burden of maintaining the outward cockiness, and con-
fide to their wives and their children that they feared in
their hearts that Cork were ‘done’ as a hurling power.

Did they grow sceptical in the privacy of their own
hearths of ever gaining success? Did they, in those
moments of private and intimate grief, place a burden
on the psyches of their youngsters, so that they now
cannot clinch the title of All-Ireland champions even
though they are the best hurlers in the game? Do these
boys not know that to be allowed to wear the blood and
bandage you must be gopd.

The funny thing about it all is that only four years ago
a Cork team which by any standards was moderate, and
which had been carried through the championship by the
clevereness and accuracy of Seanie Barry, suddenly came
into their kingdom when they set foot on Croke Park.
They all hurled with such an urgency, an almost suicidal
abandon, that the outcome could only have been victory

for the reds.

How did they do it? How could not the 1969 hot fav-
ourites do it? No one ever heard of favouritism bother-
ing Cork before. Others have cited over-confidence as
their killer; Cork never.

Or, whisper . . .! Could it be that there is no longer a
Jim Barry there? No longer the visible, physical symbol
of Cork’s tradition, Cork’s unbeatableness. How could
you be training for weeks under the jaw of the master
who had trained in this way, and on this same field, all
the masters of the past that you can recall from your
reading and from listening to the men, and not sense that
you were in the same mainstream, and that you were
just one of another team destined before you were born
to carry on the way all the other teams Jim had sent

out went,

And, then, of course, there is the more obvious factor
about Barry, Corkmen — those sufficiently sacrilegious
to give the thought utterance — would say that Jim had
nothing special to offer that any other trainer could not
have done, maybe even better, That was in the later
years when methods which were new when Jim was
young, had now become common property all over the
country.

It could be true; it probably is. But, those who have
watched the late, great Tough operate know that these
things were of little importance in his way of doing
things. The fitness end of it was all right, but what is the
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point of talking about fitness when you are training an
All-Ireland team—they are fit enough, God knows. What
you want is to get their minds ticking over in such
a way that they can produce the physical results of their
fitness. And if they are all wrong psychologically, they
will appear over-trained, or under-trained, or something.

With Tough at the helm, there were yarns and anecdo-
tes — constant streams of talk about the men in whose
shoes you were following, And the yarns were ones
which always showed the little nuances of these men's
characters and their little foibles. You knew, after Tough,
that the God-names of your youth were just like yourself
in many ways, who liked a jar, or had a way with
a tall-story, or were short-sighted in the left eye, or could
not tell a square-root from a potato root. “But, he was
some hurler, all the same . ., )"

You recognised in some of the Tough's tales, little hur-
ling skills of the masters that you knew vou possessed
yourself, little failings they had in their greatness that
you recognised and until then feared in your own game.
All the stream of tradition being flowed on your head,
subtly, as the Tough alone could do it. And, when the
tension arose, and the flow of tradition’s waters would
no longer do anything but make you want to scream, the
Tough could tell of a thousand fights, a thousand operas,
a thousand songs sung in a thousand out of the way
places, in the company of a thousand out of this world
characters, You name it, Tough had a story about it.

“Sing us an ould song, Tough.” He had you then. And
he could make the rafter ring magnificently, so he kept
his hold, and you never missed the miles, or knew the
worries until you were back home after training, or had
arrived in the field for the match.

One final thing, and a corrollary of this. How many of
the 1966 side won that All-Ireland for Tough? How many
of them, tears in their eyes, bestowed the victory upon
him as he made as dignified a way as might be through
the surging thousands, bow tie, immaculate shirt, elegant
suit and all? And that get up of his — you have no idea
how that shattered the followers of other less successful
counties in Munster championship games. Jim Barry
would appear striding along the touch-line, sartorially
superb in an age of some austerity, You couldn’t but
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Jim Barry pictured on one of his last public appearances
at a game in Mullingar with (on right) Tommy Moore in
June 1968,

acknowledge that here was the Greatest.

Down the line, perhaps, or out on to the field he would
g0 with measured step; a wave of the arm here, a jutt of
the imperious jaw there and half a dozen fellows seemed
to tumble over one another to bring the hurleys or the
oranges . . . or something. You could not but be in awe
of the Great Man.

Just before the teams lined up, he would be seen in
intense and secretive conversation — no, monologue —
with Christy Ring, or some other Cork plaver .
“Christ, what’s Barry up to now.”

It was a great act, really and, all told, the right thing
for trainers; but, it can never be copied. And, most of all,
how many of the string of All-Irelands Cork have won
and the cart-load of medals were won for Tough, He
knew, you see that abstract and even inner drives are
sometimes fallible, He personalised in himself the object
of the victory drive. So, it wasn’t for Mary, or Jane, or
Dad or Mum only that the individuals were playing, or
even for selfish self alone. And it wasn't for Cork be-
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cause, what is Cork? It was a safer, more corporate,
drive which Tough gave them — he inspired them to
play for him!

WHO WILL THIS CORK TEAM BE PLAYING FOR —
OR DO THEY KNOW?
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FERMANAGH Under-21 team which won the county’'s first
in Ulster, BACK (left to right): A. Campbell, M. Fox, P. Sh
S. Sheridan, H. Kelly, M. McGarrity, D. Campbell, P. Reilly, J
(left to right): A. Maguire, D, McKenna, E. Treacy, T. Boyl
M. Cassidy, P. Maguire, L. Carbery, C. Campbe
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e W il B  Meet The Stars—No
Seanie Barry |

@ SEANIE BARRY plays with the Imokilly club in @& ANTON CARRO

Cork and is a clerical student at St. Patricks College,
Kiltegan, Co., Wicklow.

& OLLIE SHANLEY is a Garda and now plays with
the Trim club in Meath. Now a half-back, he was in the
Meath forward line for years.

@ OLLIE CRINNIGAN, regular goalkeeper for Kildare
for the past four years, is a member of the powerful
Carbury club and also plays hurling.

@ JOE EARLEY, Mayo’s right half-back, is a former
St. Jarlaths College, Tuam star. He is an agricultural
science student at U.C.D.

@ JIMMY STAFFORD, now back on the Cavan team
after an absence of a few years plays for the Kilinkere

native Irish speaker fr¢
in Abbeyfeale, Co. Lin

& NOEL O'DWYE!
team towards the end
his versatility in defen
He is a member of the

@ JACKIE DEVINI
Mary's in London, Lor
York Longford team ir
New York,

@ BERTIE CUNNIN
Meath’s dismissal fro1
has discovered a new

full-back line, Bertie
Ballivor club.

MICK MELLET
Dublin and plays his ¢
will be hoping to win
on September 27,

@ JOE CORCORAN
to their first National |
last May. He is a me:
also a fine golfer,

club and is also an agricultural science student at U.C.D.

@ MICK MORRIS who made the headlines lately
because of a dispute with the Kerry County Board, plays &
with John Mitchels, Tralee. He recently qualified as an
engineer from U.C.C. and was married on August 22,

@ JIMMY SMYTH, the former Clare and Munster
hurler, is now an Executive Officer on the G.A.A. office
staff at Croke Park, while JOHN DOYLE, the holder of
eight All-Ireland medals, is a farmer in Holycross, Co.
Tipperary and a Senator in Dail Eireann,
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Gallagher, S. Reilly,
v, D. Owens. FRONT
artland, S. Flanagan,
Finnitty.

Donegal footballer is a
dore. He is now a teacher

ame on to the Tipperary
and since then has proved
ittack on many occasions.
igh club,
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retired two years ago after
einster championship but
'~ life since moving to the
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d All-Ireland senior medal

a big part in helping Mayo
‘Home" victory since 1954
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(Gaelic Park
Report

HA.\JI]'-EG passed the mid point of the playing season,

New York Gaelic sports fans can look back on a
half season lof rousing competition, sparked by many fine
individual and team performances. This realization de-
fies the theorists who submit that our national games are
on the wane not alone in the Empire State but also on
the home-front. The standard of play in botn codes from
the opening games in April has often been brilliant and
while occasionally the Sunday fare has been tainted with
mediocrity the loyal sports follower will retain many a
thrill from his outings to date at Gaelic Park in the
Bronx. Indeed his hopes must be strong that the remain-
ing months of the season will augment his store of
heroic memories, as 1970 has been a pleasantly surpris-
ing year of competition in New York, surpassing the ex-
pectations of even the most optimistic of our games’
proponents.

Even the oppressive heat of July and early August has
not deterred these eager fans from paying their weekly
trips to the park, as each Sunday is sure to produce an-
other revelation!

These days it is possible to arrive at Gaelic Park for a
noon junior football curtain-raiser and be thrilled by the
thundering forays of Down’s Dan McCartan playing at
full back for Carlow or a little later by the rampaging
of Mick Lawlor of Kilkenny abetting the cause of Leix
in a hurling engagement. For those who wish to capture
the excitement of the afternoon and twilight football
games, there is always the promise of an array of inter-
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VISITORS BRING BACK

county and provincial stars with a blending of student
youth, often unknown to most of the viewers by name.
Soon the class of these stars will begin to reveal itself
and gradually names like, Carolan, McAlarney, Purdy,
Milligan, Quinn and Morris will be mentioned frequently
and glowingly as the games progress.

The latitude granted in travel by the Central Council
and indeed the desire of the players themselves to travel
together with the student movement have changed the
structural organization of teams on the New York scene,
significantly,

Few will argue that these visiting inter-county and
student players have contributed enormously to the im-
provement of the quality of the games and while the
average effects of this liberal importing will not be fully
appraisable immediately, the spot analysis suggests
nothing but satisfaction on the part of the admission
payer.

Many promoters feel that while the rigid immigration
laws continue, it is absolutely essential to bring players
from Ireland to maintain championship teams. Here or-
ganization and financial resources are the supreme fac-

Mickey Niblock . . . a star with Monaghan in New

York.

tors. The big, well-established clubs can raise funds for
such undertakings, although all are now finding the cash-
hunt an elusive one.

On the other hand there is the argument that weaker
clubs will become weaker still and may decide to fold in
the wake of this trafficking. What the ultimate outcome
of this week-ending will be, is only conjectural at this
time,

Teams like, Cavan, Leitrim and Galway in football
have followed the lead of Monaghan and Kerry, in im-
porting players from Ireland for key games and it is
likely that others will do likewise provided their trea-
suries permit, In hurling Clare, Tipperary, Galway and
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more recently Limerick and Wexford have all “gone to
the clouds” for reinforcement. Even junior clubs have
taken advantage of the freedom of travel of players from
Ireland and as long as these players are willing to make
the trip and local funds remain available the trend will
no doubt continue, Hopefully, the ill effects will not be
grave!

Some of these visiting stars who have performed to
date at Gaelic Park with N.Y. teams have fully vindicated
the confidence of their promoters. With the possible ex-
ception of all-time great Mick O’Connell, no one player
has delineated play-making ability to greater advantage
than Mickey Niblock the Derry star. Time and again,
playing centrehalf forward he has been the catalyst which
has accelerated the Monaghan scoring machine.

Though less spectacular, Jack Quinn has played several
fine games at midfield for the New York champions, with
his effective control and passing often setting up the
play for the more glamorous Niblock, Colm McAlarney
of Down has also shown real class around the midfield
sector in his outings with local Cavan team. Ray Carolan
the Ulster star gave a gigantic display of football earlier
this year in a losing cause for his native county. Others
who have done well on the New York scene are John
Purdy, Peter Rooney and John Murphy of Down, Donie
0’Sullivan and J, J. Barrett of Kerry.

In hurling many stars have also made the 1970 New
York scene. Most have added to their reputations here
but few have reached the brilliance of Jim O’Donnell
who played at centre half back with Limerick against
Clare in a recent league event., After a rather quiet start
Jim, brought appreciation from the crowd with as fluent
and quality display of first class hurling as has been wit-
nessed here in some time. His travelling companion, P.
J. Keane also hit top gear on occasion.

John Connolly now a regular on the Galway team,
must be regarded as the finest midfielder in the game to-
day. This tall strapping athlete kas all of the confidence,
craft and style of a super-star.

Others who have shown to advantage in the hurling
code are “Babs” Keating and Sean O’'Meara of Tipperary,
Jim Cullinane, Jack O’Gorman and Liam Danagher of
Clare and Joe Foley and Jack Russell of Wexford.

Jimmy Doyle, always a favourite despite partisan in-
terest, caused many a brow to furrow when he announ-
ced his retirement during his trip here for the Cardinal
Cushing games. Jimmy who thrilled the New York audi-
ence on several occasions will be missed as much in the
Empire State as in his native Tipperary. It is always sad
to see such a glorious chapter in the history of our Nat-
ional game finally closed!

A truly historic event took place at Gaelic Park in
July. The Kerrymen’s P & B Association on its annual
field day honoured the well-known and popular football-
ing family, the Foleys from Hartford, Connecticut. The
brothers, — all eight — from Keel Castlemaine, Co.
Kerry were presented with a plaque suitably inscribed in
recognition of their great service and loyalty to our nat-
ional games and culture. The Foleys have stayed together
and played football together for local home clubs, native
county and adopted county., The eight brothers, Pat,
Jerry, John, Tom, Timmy, Danny, Jim and Mick have
won sixty New York championship medals and dozens of
individual trophies, National Football League medals and
other awards. Since 1960 no New York football team
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NEW YORK REPORT
BY
AMBROSE O'CONNELL

has been without at least one Foley. Jim and Mick are
still members of the New York selection and playing as
well as ever.

That they were so honoured by their County Associa-
tion, is a fitting tribute for such a unique contribution to
the football scene for so long,

~ Some of the new rules handed down at the 1970 con-
vention of the G.A.A. of New York have already been put
to the test and will be further tested before the season
ends. One of these which applies to visiting teams had
been abused somewhat in previous years and has been
changed as follows:

Such players will not be able to take part in New York
League or Knock-Out competition during the tour and
until one month after the departure of the visiting team
unless a player has a permanent visa for residence in the
U.5. Players who travel with visiting teams may play
with local N.Y. teams in regular competition provided
that such players have already participated previously
with and are considered registered members of these
clubs.

By 1970 convention ruling another change is that
players must have participated in a previous game in a
competition in order to play in a semi-final or final of
said competition, This changes the previous standing rule
which required that a player must have played in a
previous game in order to be eligible to play in a final
of that competition. The amendment in adding the semi-
final was designed to curb the “loading” of teams with
imported stars for a final, thereby making it difficult for
developing teams to win a championship.

Some abuse of these rules is bound to re-occur, but
their design is accepted generally as a practical measure
to equate the balance of power where semi-finals and
finals are concerned.

Another step designed to help senior hurling clubs bol-
ster their compliment of playing members is the change
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Colm McAlarney

in the rule of drafting of players introduced for 1970
games, This amendment increased the number of junior
players that could be drafted by senior teams to eight
— four from junior teams not having a senior team and
four from their own junior teams. Senior teams not hav-
ing junior teams may draft all eight junior players from
clubs not having a senior team.

In hurling New York competition divides into senior
and junior grades. The senior division is comprised of S
teams, Clare, Tipperary, Cork, Limerick, Kerry, Galway,
Kilkenny, Offaly and Wexford. The competition is played
on a knock-out and league basis with the winners of
each series meeting in the overall final.

Presently the top senior teams are Tipperary, Clare
and Galway, with the remaining teams fairly eveniy
matched, somewhat below the par of the top three.

In junior grade there are fourteen teams engaged in a
straight knock-out competition. The current junior cham-

FIVE COUNTIES HOTEL

New Ross
THE HAPPY OCCASION DEMANDS A PICTURESQUE SETTING

The Five Counties Hotel, New Ross, is . .
Magnificently Laid Out; Standing in its Own Grounds;
Gardens and Lawns with Panoramic View for Photographs
® Excellent Cuisine
® Friendly Atmosphere and Service
® Spacious Ballroom

Write or ‘phone for menus and brochures
Telephone: New Ross 21272

GOOD LUCK WEXFORD

PATRICK NAGLE

SHEET METAL ENGINEERING
WORKS

@
CAR BODY REPAIRS, PANEL BEATING,
WELDING — BRAZING
@

UPPER JOHN STREET, CORK
Telephone: 52496

pions are Leix who gained the crown via an objection,
after being narrowly defeated by Cork in the delayed
1969 final, Leix, helped by county stars Mick Lawlor of
Kilkenny and Sam Stanley of Galway have thus won their
first New York hurling championship.

The football is segmented three ways: Senior, Inter-
mediate and Junior. The senior division teams involved
are: Monaghan, Cavaﬁ, Tyrone, Leitrim, Mayo, Galway;
Sligo, Kerry, Cork, Offaly, Longford and Louth.

Monaghan defending cﬁam;rims and having recently

. defeated Kerry in the 1969 League final, are still un-

beaten and are thus the ranking team in the top grade.
Kerry, Sligo and Galway follow and all are capable of
making it to the top, given the right moment.

The newly formed Intermediate Division is comprised
of five teams, Donegal, Roscommon, Clare, Westmeath
and Connemara Gaels. This competition is i:eing played
on a league basis and is a trial programme of two year
duration. Donegal and Connemara Gaels are the favouri-
tes in this division both having been 1968 junior finalists.

In the Junior Football division there are approximately
thirty teams affiliated. @ The current champions are
Donegal. However the 1969 final has been overly delayed.
It is scheduled for Aupgust 30th with Connemara Gaels
and Clare vying for the honours. At this point “The
Gaels” appear firm favourites but Clare has played good
ball in all recent outings.

@ Their opponents have been a powerful force in
New York football for the past five or six years and
though now advanced to Intermediate grade will continue
to stay at the top of the Junior Division, by virtue of visi-
tors and recent acqguisitions. The Connemara Gaels have
been denied admission to the senior grade, (though they
have appealed strongly each year) by reason of their not
having a county name, a rule which was introduced at a
recent annual convention,

@ Two Galway and New York stars Ken Croke and
Paddy Egan have returned to Ireland recently to take up
permanent residence. They are wished well by their
many friends in New York and hopefully will continue
to remain active on the home playing field.

@ Back in May the New York hurlers, were ready
and primed for their confrontation with Cork in the
MNational League Final. Circumstances caused a postpone-
ment. Now the dates are set for September 13 and 20.
The New York players are back in training again, but
whether they can recapture the form of June when they
vanquished the wvisiting Munster Railway Cup selection
remains to be seen. However, with stalwarts like Sean
Custy, Paddy Dowling, John Connolly, Brendan Kelleher,
and Pat Kirby keen on victory the New Yorkers will be
a formidable barrier even for Cork to breach! '

Choose from
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF OPEL

at

ROCHE'S GARAGE
Killinick
Phone Wexford 309

Every good wish to the boys of Wexford

TRAVEL GOODS LTD.

Suitcase Manufacturers

PORTARLINGTON

Phone Portlacise 23120

EXCEL CONFECTIONERY CO.
@® WEDDING CAKE SPECIALISTS

@ CAKES SUPPLIED FOR CLUB SOCIALS
® TRADE INQUIRIES INVITED

4b Fr. Mathew Street, Cork
Telephone 26530
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CORK CO-OPERATIVE MARTS LTD.

One of Europe’'s largest producer-owned livestock and
Meat Marketing Organisations

Backed by more than 28,000 producer members, Cork
Marts offer unrivalled marketing facilities on both home
and overseas markets

Head Office: 3

36, PATRICK'S QUAY, CORK

Tel. 51391/8 Telex 6110
Livestock Enquiries to :
Marts Phone No's. Marts Phone No's.
Bandon 41151 Dungarvan 243
Fermoy 99 Macroom 86
Midleton 63329 Mitchelstown 285
Skibbereen 109 Cahir 307
Millstreet 58  Mallow 21294

Fatstock and Meat Enquiries to :

INTERNATIONAL MEAT PACKERS LTD,

at
GRAND CANAL ST., DUBLIN 4
Tel. 683521 Telex 5135
or

BARNHALL, LEIXLIP, CO. KILDARE
Telex 5136

Tel. 280771

YOU
CAN
REACH
THE
HEIGHTS
TOO!

The Hire-Purchase Company
of Ireland Limited

Carlow - 135 Tulfow St. Tal 47248 “PI

Cark - 2 South NMall, Tel. 25371
Droghada - 5 Pater 5t. Tel. 8788

Dublin - 36/37 Lr. Baggot St. Tel. 64671,
Galway - 5 Eyre Square, Tel. 2048
Limerick - 92 O°Connell St. Tel. 46217
Longford - 34 Main St. Tel. 6553
Waterford - 13 The Quay. Tel, 5433

Fifth Successive
Final For Cork

IE Cork minor hurlers

return to Croke Park
this month for their fifth
consecutive  All - Ireland
final, and once again Wex-
ford provide the opposi-
tion, It's four years now
since the counties met for
the first time in an All-Ire-
land minor decider, and
since that original 1966
final Cork and Wexford
have clashed in all but last
vear's game.

When the counties cros-
sed camans in the '66 final
Cork lined out with John
Horgan and Ray Cummins
in the half-back line, Donal
Clifford and Willie Walsh
at midfield and Simon Mur-
phy at left corner forward.
These players have gradua-
ted to the senior selection
and will be seen in Croke
Park again this year,

Wexford had some cur-
rent seniors in their minor
team of 1966 also. John
Quigley was right full-
back, Ned Buggy lined out
in the halfback division

and Paddy Bernie was
there at left-corner for-
ward.

The original 1966 game
ended in a draw, but the
replay saw victory going to
Wexford by a two-point
margin, Both games provi-
ded thrills a-plenty, and set
a very high standard for
minor finals. The fact that
plavers from both sides
have since mastered the
transition to senior ranks
indicates just how good
these minors were, But the
outstanding youngster in
1966 was, undoubtedly,
John Quigley, who
showed tremendous prom-
i1se an the Wexford team,

When the teams met
again in the 1967 final,
Quigley was still on the
Wexford side and John
Horgan lined out at centre-
back for Cork, Another ac-
tion-packed thriller was
seen at Croke Park, but
this time Cork emerged vic-
torious by three points.
Senior footballer Jimmy
Barrett was one of the

Cork heroes on this occas-
10N,

The third consecutive
showdown took place in
1968, The  distinctive

blonde - haired defender,
John Horgan was seen
again in the Cork colours,
with Seamus Looney join-
ing him in defence, while
Martin Quigley had emerg-
ed as Wexford's top for-
ward. The match was an-
other exciting one, but it
was marred by the rough
tactics of certain players
from both sides. However,

after a pulsating (finish,
Wexford won by three
points.

Cork qualified for their
fourth successive All-Ire-
land final last wyear, but
Wexford were beaten in
Leinster, and Kilkenny
came forward instead. The
match proved to be a dull
anti-climax with Cork win-
ning easily in the end, And
so, most observers will
welcome the return of the
Wexford boys to Croke
Park for this wyear's tilt
with Cork.

Cork can call on eight
members of last year's
team for this year's final.
These include the strong
centre-back Martin Doher-
ty, who already holds two
All-Ireland minor football
medals and will be seeking
his second hurling award
this season. If Cork beat
Wexford on September 6,
the Colaiste Chriost Ri lad
will set up a new record
for a minor player.

Pat Kavanagh, the Cork
captain, will be appearing
in his third All-Ireland final
when he lines out against
Wexford. He was introdu-
ced as a substitute in the
1968 game and was a key
figure on last year’s team.
The Blackrock midfielder
hopes to become the fourth
member of that famous
club to captain a victorious
Cork minor team.

Noel Crowley (Bandon),
Seamus O'Farrell (Midle-

ton), Timmy  Crowley
(Newcestown), Tommy
Sheehan (Mallow), Gerry
Hanley (Shamrocks) and
ace - marksman Sean
O’Leary (Youghal) are the
other Cork players seeking
their second All-Ireland
medals this year. Brian
Murphy (Nemo Rangers)
and John Buckley (New-
townshandrum) were sub-
stitutes on the 1969 panel
and are prominent mem-
bers of the present team.
Making their first appear-
ance in Croke Park will
be the other Cork players
— Dave O’Brien (Blarney),
Pat Roche (Blackrock),
Vincie Twomey (Ma Piar-
saig), nephew of the fam-
ous senior defender of the
'fifties, Dan Relihan (Cas-
tletownroche), and Paddy
Buckley (Mallow).

Apart from appearing in
the past four All-Ireland
finals, and winning two of
them, Cork teams have
been to the forefront in
college competitions also.
In 1968 5t Peter's, Wex-
ford beat Colaiste Chriost
Ri in the hurling final and
Wexford went on to win
the All-Ireland.

In 1969, St. Finbarr's,
Farranferris won the col-
leges championship and
Cork took the All-Ireland.
This year the North Mon-
astery kept the colleges’
title in Cork., Can the
county minors do likewise
with the All-Ireland?

Greenhall Motor
Works

CASTLECOR, MALLOW
Main Opel Dealers

Complete Range of Spares and

Accessories
[

in Stock

After-Sales Service A Speciality

Telephone: MALLOW 28137

BE CORRECTLY DRESSED

FROM HEADTOTOE. ..

KELLY'S

@
COMPLETE LADIES";

by

MALLOW
GENTS' CHILDREN'S

OUTFITTERS

®
Telephone: Mallow 21227,/21425
Good luck to Cork on Sunday !




Gaelic News, September, 1970. Page 17

DOHERTY CHASING HIS FOURTH
ALL-IRELAND MEDAL

THE Cork minor hurlers will be bidding for their tenth

All-Ireland title when they play Wexford in the final
at Croke Park. Eight of the players who helped Cork to
win their ninth title last year will be in action again and
Martin Doherty will be seeking a record of four All-

Ireland medals.

The team has been trained by the selectors, Fr. Bernie
Troy, Frank Murphy, Fr. Michael O'Brien and Paddy
O’'Mahony and the following is a complete list of the

Cork players.

Dave O'Brien (Blarney).
The energetic goalkeeper
from Blarney created a big
impression with the North
Monastery this vear, when

he helped his college to
win the All-Ireland champ-
ionship. He will be appear-
ing with the Cork minors
at Croke Park for the first

Donal Clifford . . . Cork minor in 1966 All-lIreland final.

T. CAHALANE

Motor Body Repairs — Panel Beating
and Welding

29 Watercourse Road ze

Telephone : 53048

“DRIPSEY”

THE NAME THAT DENOTES QUALITY IN

RUGS
TWEEDS
BLANKETS
CURTAINING
AND
UPHOLSTERY FABRICS
REPRESENTATIVES
:‘h‘?UNSTEH = DUBLIN :

P. O'KELLY & SON,
15 Princes Street. Cork.
Tel.: 22368

= Saaem=Staaaas Snia g il bSie—Ne —= feo- cmio)

Cork

M. S. CORCORAN,

31 Marlborough Street,

Tel.: 48198

time this year.

Paddy Roche (Blackrock).
Right full back on the
team, Paddy is one of
many Blackrock players
who have represented the
county in Croke Park dur-
ing the past few years. He
plays hurling with Colaiste
Ignaid Ris (Sullivan’s
Quay) and has established
himself as a very reliable
defender.

Liam Kelly (Bandon).
One of the two representa-
tives of St. Brogan’s of
Bandon on the team, Liam
is a product of St. Finbarr’s
College, Farranferris, He
occupies the full-back posi-
tion and will be playing in
his first All-Ireland final
this year,

Brian Murphy (Nemo
Rangers). A substitute on
last year’s panel, Brian is
also a prominent footballer
with his club. He won an
All-Ireland colleges’ foot-
ball medal with Colaiste
Chriost Ri this year and
plays senior football with
Billy Morgan, Frank Cogan
and Jimmy Barrett on the
Nemo Rangers team,

Martin Doherty (Glen
Rovers), The big centre-
back won All-Ireland minor
football medals with Cork
in 1968 and 1969 and an
All-Ireland hurling medal
last year. He has also won
national awards with Col-
aiste Chriost Ri, His bro-
ther, Pat, originally played
with Limerick but captain-
ed the Cork senior football
team this year. Martin will
be bidding for his fourth

All-Ireland minor medal
this year,

John Buckley (Newtown-
shandrum). One of the

most impressive defenders
on the team, John was a
reserve on last year’s side.
A product of Charleville
C.B.S,, he plays intermed-
iate hurling with his North
Cork club,

Vincie Twomey (Na Piar-
saig). Nephew of the well-
known Cork defender, Vin-
cie Twomey who played in
the mid-'fifties, Vincie is
another promising half-
back. He is a past pupil of
the North Monastery,

Mick Lynch (Blackrock).
Reserve full-back on the
selection Mick was also a
substitute on the Cork
minor football panel, but
took part in the Munster
final against Kerry. A pro-
duct of Colaiste Ignaid Ris,
Sullivan's Quay.

Noel Crowley (Bandon).
The fair-haired midfielder
won an All-Ireland colleges
medal with Farranferris
last year and was also a
member of the Cork team
which defeated Kilkenny in
the 1969 final. A stylish
performer, Noel is capable
of scoring valuable points
from long range,

Pat Kavanagh (Black-
rock). The captain of the
Cork team took part in the
1968 final against Wexford
and played at midfield in
last year’s game against
Kilkenny. He is one of the
outstanding players on the
Cork side and hopes to be-
come the fourth Blackrock

captain to lead a victorious
Cork team in an All-Ireland
final.

Seamus O'Farrell (Midle-
ton). The lively half-for-
ward from the club, which
has produced Gerald Mur-
phy and Paddy Fitzgerald,

made his name with St.

Colman’s College, Fermoy
last year. He won an All-
Ireland medal with the
Cork minors and occupies
the same position on this
year's team,

Tim Crowley (Newces-
town). The tall centre-for-
ward won an All-Ireland
colleges’ medal with Far-
ranferris last year and
later collected a similar
award with the county
minors. He is one of the
players who came from
West Cork, a region better
known for its footballers.

Tommy Sheehan (Mal-

~low). Top scorer on last

year's victorious team,
Tommy scored ten points
in the All-Ireland final. His
form this season has not
been consistent, but the
dark-haired Mallow player
is still one of the most dan-
gerous forwards on the
Cork team.

Gerry Hanley (Sham-

rocks). Hero of the North
Monastery's success in this
year’'s All-Ireland colleges
championship, Gerry is an-
other survivor of the 1969
county team, He plays with
one of the oldest hurling
clubs in the country and is
a key figure in the Cork
full-forward line.

Sean O’Leary (Youghal).
Chief architect of Cork's
victory over Tipperary in
the Munster final, Sean
scored 3-2 on that occasion.
He was also in the scoring
list after last wyear’s All-
Ireland final and he should
figure among the marks-
men again this year. A pro-
duct of St. Colman's Col-
lege, Fermoy, Sean plays
senior hurling with Youg-
hal.

Dan Relihan (Castletown-
roche), The only forward
who didn’t play with Cork
last year, Dan created a
big impression as a corner-
forward in the Munster
championship. He plays
intermediate hurling with
his club and will be eligible
for minor ranks again next
year.

Paddy Buckley (Mallow).

The 17-year-old forward
was introduced as a substi-

tute during the Munster
final against Tipperary. A
product of Patrician Col-
lege, Paddy is a dependable
reserve on the Cork selec-
tion.

Declan Ryan (St. Fin-
barrs). Reserve goalkeeper
on the team, Declan is the
only representative of the
famous 'Barrs club on this
year's selection, Past Cork
minor teams have included
such well-known ’Barrs
players as Gerald McCar-
thy, Con Roche, Charlie
McCarthy and Seamus Loo-
ney.

Mick  Corbett (Glen
Rovers), The strong reserve
midfielder captained the
North Monastery in this
year's All-Ireland champ-
ionship, Aged 17, he will be
eligible for the minor
grade again next season.

Tommy Canavan (Cloyne).
The only representative of
the Cloyne club, which has
given Cork such promising
minors as Donal Clifford,
Paddy Ring and Joe Aherne
in recent years and, of
course, the great Christy
Ring in the ‘thirties,
Tommy is a reserve on cur-
rent team, He is equally at
home in defence or attack.,

win.lose

or

draw

Everybody wants to win. .. no-
body wants to lose and a draw
means that you have only a fifty-
fifty chance of surviving next

time out.

Life is exactly like that; every-

body wants to win but remember
the old saying “it's tough at

the top.” The only sure way /5 .
of getting to the top for you i

and your family is by starting a
regular savings plan and stick-
Ing to it. So get into training now
. . . put something aside week by

week or month by month and no

matter how the team fares you'll
always be on the winning side.

 Isdian aniomai ochtan saol ach
Sden /S FEARRDE THU AN COIGILT

you are better off saving

An Coiste Coigiltis Naisitinta/National Savings Committee, 72-76 St. Stephen's Green, Dublin 2.
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'I'HE Munster final, apart
* from settling the year’s
balance of prestige be-
tween Cork and Tipperary,
left a trail of useful impres-
sions for winners, losers
and benevolent neutral. For
one thing, it had a welcome
aura of old-time conflict
about it in the second half.
One must admit the drab-
ness of the preceding play.
It was as if the players
were easing into gear,
aware of the extra-long
journey in front of them.
Such lethargy might have
been satisfying enough for
Cork. But Tipperary, let-

BY JOHN O’GRADY

ting the minutes pass and
their share of the breeze
along with it, could not
have been deliberately re-
straining themselves, A
swift and sudden exchange
of goals livened it near the
interval, but it was left to
the second half to involve
crowd and players in the
proper passion.

It was hard going. Too
hard, some might object.
While frowning as quick as
anyone on conscious and
calculated wrong tactics, I
still say that hurling is not
hurling without daring and
dash and the risks that go
with them, Refine it down
too much, as some have

urged in recent years, and

you're left with a pale sha-
dow. We got plenty of the
genuine full-blooded article
at Limerick, especially
from Tipp defenders and
Cork attackers.

Refereeing such a game
is hazardous for any man
and he need not expect un-
animous popularity after it.
Gerry Fitzgerald, being
widely experienced, prob-
ably knew all this in ad-
vance and was not surpri-
sed to be the object of viru-
lent criticism from the los-
ing side. A lot of the talk
was the sort that would see
you on the defending end
of a legal process, if you
were foolish enough to put
it in print.

Referees have a wvery
brief life expectancy — as
referees. Sooner or later
they fall foul of someone
or other who “won’t have
that fellow any more.”
Whether this is fair or un-
fair rests with the con-
science of the objectors,
who are always judging
from a partisan angle and
very often as dissatisfied
losers. One firm dictum I
would lay down about ref-
erees is that they would
need to be outright fools
to go on a field determined
to give less than fair play

all round. And very few are
fools, Their own good name
must certainly matter to
them.

It is an arguable point,
though, whether a man
should referee a game after
objections have been raised
from either side, whether
reasonably or not. For his
own sake, he would do as
well to leave it alone. When
it came to choosen a ref-
eree for the Munster final,
Cork did not much favour
Mick Slattery (Clare) or
Sean OConnor (Limerick),
while Tipperary had similar
views about Fitzgerald.

Ultimately all three
names were put into some-
one’s hat — a rather fool-
ish move since it was
bound to produce a referee
of controversial back-
ground, Far better to have
looked outside Munster al-
together, for Jimmy Hatton
(Wicklow) perhaps, and
spared the Munster candi-
dates a job that could eas-
ily turn sour,

The sending-off of Liam
King was the major crib.
Referees often tend to send
players off in pairs, if at all
possible, so as to save
themselves from the charge
of leaving the game lop-
sided. So we must grant the
courage of the man who
risked that reaction. Tipp
people argued that King's
foul on Tomas Ryan was a
quickly delivered stroke,
lacking cool calculation and
it was also contended that
King was paying for pre-
vious fouls by others on
the same player rather than
for his own misdeeds. One
of the disadvantages of
being a referee is that you
can’t come out and answer
such objections by giving
your own side of the story.
The temptation must often
be great.

A further item on the
crib list was the ignoring of
Willie Walsh’s open trip of
Tadhg O’Connor, as the
Roscrea man pursued Eddie
O’Brien up the wing, before
“Eddie O” tossed inside to
Cullinane for a wvital goal.
On the other hand, Tipper-
ary reaped rich reward out
of the two frees that led to
their shock goals on resum-
ing, goals that were not ex-
actly hard-earned in play.
Cork might reasonably call
the second free a soft one,
secured by full-forward
Roger Ryan’s inward push
against McDonnell under a
high centre,

The moral: you could be
all day arguing over var-
ious fouls and frees, and
still find nothing like
agreement about their vali-
dity. A referee's manual
could well be entitled, in

Sincere good wishes to all Gaels

from

THE PREMIER HALL

THURLES,
Co. Tipperary

Join Your Friends at.. ..

MATASSA CAFE

Portlaocise
WHERE YOU CAN ENJOY TASTY SNACKS SERVED

WITH EFFICIENCY AND COURTESY
Comprehensive Menu To Choose From

N hhE——

Dale Carnegie fashion,
“How To Lose Friends and
Infuriate People.”

Experience is said to be
a great teacher, especially
bitter experience, such as
losing a big game. Tipper-
ary got a number of lessons
out of Limerick. Various
people will interpret them
differently, and have al-
ready done so0.” No sense in
bringing back old fellows,’
says one school of thought,
alluding mainly to the re-
call of McKenna.

“We didn’t bring back
enough of them” is the
counter-blast from the
other camp, where it was
held that Jimmy Doyle,
Devaney and McLoughlin
are still so far ahead of the
younger players in craft
and skill that a deficiency
in stamina need not rule
them out.

Even the latter school of
thought agree that such
wholesale use of “remould”
players could only be a
short-term measure. But
they hold, and perhaps
rightly, that this year was
the time to stop Cork from
building up a settled sup-
eriority complex over Tipp.
“Sufficient unto the day”
was the outlook.

A lot of people tended to
argue that Doyle alone
would have made the dif-
ference. There’s no proof
of it. He didn’t retire with-
out knowing his own pre-
sent form, which had be-
come unreliable on the
frees he used to toss over
s0 consistently, and devel-
oped into poaching rather
than solid work in general
play.

There was a case for
Devaney, hurling well for
Borrisoleigh and also for
McLoughlin on account of
poverty of his full-forward
SuCCessors.

But Tipp may forget
about these respected
names now and scour the
county for earnest workers
like little Dinny Ryan of
Kilcommon. Keating, I fear,
is probably out for good.
No one ever doubted his
class or his superb hands,
but his work-rate has dwin-
dled to the point where
selectors’ patience finally
gave out. Maybe the dis-
missal will impel him to
“show ‘em.”

Who would have fore-
cast before the game that
it would end with John
O’Donoghue spectating, un-
injured and replaced? He
had a lot of sympathy on
account of his great record
of service and would have
had more if Peter O'Sulli-
van hadn’t performed so
brilliantly. The selectors
took an awful chance with
their own credit there, and
won the gamble,

Cork, as victors, had less
to learn because success,
like charity covers a multi-
tude. To win when below
your best may well be the
best way, since it leaves
pleasing hopes of reaching
a peak when needed later
on, Their game did not
flow with real authority.
There were signs of agita-
tion before they put their
head in front. The fire of
the Tipperary challenge
kept them unsettled and
error-prone, granting their
poor luck with Gerald Mec-
Carthy, in a zone where

Mick Roche was the strong-
est influence.

Winners of an All-Ireland
title before they were
really ready and losers of
another when we thought
they had “come”, Cork
seem to be on the threshold
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Hard pulling in the Muns
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Hard Going In The Munster Final

of a prolonged dynasty.
The 'seventies ought to be
characterised by a predom-
inance of sanguine red, No
county has the sort of rich
conveyor-belt of good-class
material that is moving up
for Cork out of a succes-

e

i N

sion of fine minor and col-
lege teams. Many of their
current senior side will be
under challenge very soon,
and so will Tipperary, Kil-
kenny, Wexford and any-
one else with pretensions
to All-Ireland honours,

ter Final as Liam King (Tipperary), Eddie O’Brien (Cork)
and John Kelly (Tipperary) tussle for the ball.

DEVELOPMENT OF PLAYING FIELDS

We are geared to carry out bulk excavation with our machines.
Design, fabricate and erect our “Prestige’ system built dressing

rooms.

Manufacture and erect our ““Spanlite” prestressed con-

crete seating. We invite you to see fields recently developed by
us for Rathluirc, Kanturk and Courcey Rovers Clubs.

J. J. O'LEARY
(Contractors) LIMITED

FERMOY

& SONS

ALL IRELAND CHAMPIONS 1970

IN THE FIELD OF CAR ELECTRONIC TUNING

ALL CHALLENGERS

WELCOME

VICTORY GUARANTEED

DENNEHY’S CROSS GARAGE

Phone 42846

LTD. CORK

MAIN AUSTIN DEALERS
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BANTILE
ARE
SPECIALISTS
IN
CATERING
FOR
G.A.A. CLUBS

We have erected the £20,000
Newry Shamrocks community centre.
It marks a milestone in G.A.A. club
development and we are very proud

of it.

We can provide your club with a
like structure — or, indeed, any type
of building which you have in mind
a hall or modern

dressing-rooms. Alternatively, how

— clubrooms,

about a dual-purpose building which
serves as dressing-rooms on match

day and as clubrooms on other days.

Why not discuss your proposed
developments with our experts. Their

services are free. Write or phone

Banagher Tiles Ltd., Banagher, Co.
Offaly. Banagher 17, 37 or 77.

REMEMBER
BANTILE IS
BEST

WE ARE THE
G.A.A.
SPECIALISTS

Bantile— The G.A.A.
Right Background

HE connection between Banagher Tiles Ltd. and the
G.A.A. is not confined to the Association availing
of the firm's products. It is much more intimate than
that. For example when the St. Rynagh’'s Club won its
first Offaly senior hurling title in 1965, nine members of
the team were employees of Banagher tiles. As well as
that, one of the heroes of the triumph was Kieran Kenny,
son of the Managing Director of the Company. Kieran
was also Club Secretary that memorable year.

Yes, Bantile is very much synonymous with Gaelic
games. The G.A.A. follower sits on its pre-cast concrete
seating at great venues such as Limerick, Mullingar or
MNowlan Park, Kilkenny; G.A.A. players are accommaodat-
ed in countless Bantile dressing rooms, while at the Ban-
tile headquarters, a unique spot at Banagher on the
banks of the Shannon, the three provinces of Leinster,
Connacht and Munster meet, and the principal after-
work interest is Gaelic games.

In 1968, 5t. Rynagh's collected their third Offaly senior
hurling title and so crowned a success story which began
in 1960 when the club won the county juvenile title.
From there on it was a story of success following suc-
cess: the minor titles in 1961 and '62; the junior title in

1963; beaten in the senior final in 1964: senior success in
1965, repeated in 1966 and achieved again in 1968,

Running parallel with the achievements of St. Ryn-
agh's have been the achievements of Banagher Tiles.
The Company came to the forefront with the Govern-
ment sponsored land drainage scheme; grew with the
E.S.B. development plan which involved the Company
in the erection of power stations at Lanesboro, Ferbane
and Shannonbridge.

Then in 1968 came a major Bantile development — the
manufacture of precast concrete units for system
building. Bantile pioneered this in Ireland and, with it,
have made a major contribution to Irish building. All
over the country one finds schools, churches and hos-
pitals erected by the Bantile system erection method.
Last year, the Company signed a contract for the
building of the £500,000 plus ultra-modern complex of
new school buildings for the King's Hospital, Dublin.

The buildings are being erected by the Bantile MS67
pre-cast concrete multi-storey system. Columns, supports,
floors and walls are pre-cast by Banagher Tiles and then
erected on the site, This system has been utilised because
of the speed of erection and great flexibility it affords.

BANTILE

Precast Goncrete Products
The ready answer to SPURTS. GROUND PR_D_BLEM_S___:,_.

TNER

4 | -

BANTILE PRE-CAST BENCH SEATING. in FHE—STHESE_ED CONCRETE has

already been supplied to many G.A.A. Sports Grounds, u'_u:lu:iing Mullingar,

Athlone, Ballinrobe, Roscrea, Westport, Castleblayney, Limerick, Cloughjordan,
Kilkenny, atc.

BANTILE PRE-CAST BUILDINGS can be easily and quickly erected for Pavilions,
changing rooms and similar structures.

BANTILE will be glad to help you with your sports ground problems, but in the
first instance write to:

BANTILK BuiLDING sYSTEMS

BANAGHER TILES LIMITED
Banagher, Co. Otfaly Te!. 17




Suilders With The

It is fitting that one of the most modern educational

centres in Ireland today

1s being built by a system

pioneered and developed by an All-Irish company in rural

Ireland.

And these still are the men who when work is done
in the evenings turn to their hurleys and keep not alone
Banagher - Cloghan, but also Offaly on the hurling fore-

front.

It is interesting, too, to recall that Kieran Kenny, the
son of the Managing Director of Banagher Tiles, captain-
ed Offaly in both minor hurling and football in 1962. The

football side reached the All-Ireland final but Kieran
missed that game due to a serious shoulder injury. A
few years later, he was back at Croke Park to help
Offaly win Division II of the National Hurling League,
Among the many prominent G.A.A. players currently
with Bantile are Offaly’s Padge Mulhern and Damien

Mclntyre.

And so a great manufacturing success story continues

— powered by G.A.A. men,

We can be justly proud of both Bantile and the men
who man its continuing story of success,
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Nowlan Park, Kilkenny, with a section of the ornate Bantile seating in the background.

Feachaint Siar Agus Ar Aghaidh

DEIR an sean-fhocal gur

fearr féachaint amhain
romhat na dha fhéachaint
in do dhiaidh, ach sul ma
fhéachfas mé romham ta
mé chun féachaint amhain
a thabhairt in mo dhiaidh.

Ba &€ an rud ba shun-
tasaigh faoi fhoireann peile
na Gaillimhe a d'imir in
aghaidh na Mi i gcluiche
leath-cheannais Chraobh na
hEireann nid go raibh triGgr
de’'n ainm céanna (O
Collarain) ag imirt sa line
lan-chiil acu. Bhi daoine
ag fiafrui ar tharla a leith-
éid cheana, go raibh beirt
dearthir agus col ceathrar
leo de'n ainm céanna ag
imirt ar fhoireann ag an
staid sin de chomortas
naisiinta.  Caithfidh sé
gur peil a bhi i gceist mar
caithfidh sé gur eol do
dhaoine faoi mhuintir Mhic
Riocdird as Loch Garman
tamall 6 shin, agus faoi na
Coigligh uilig ata acu sin
faoi lathair.

Ach ar ndéigh tharla a
leithéid i bpeil, agus ceann
nios . fearr nd sin. 1
gCluiche Ceannais na
hEireann sa pheil i 1936
bhi ceathrar dearthar —
Jack, Chris, Mick, agus Bill
Delaney ag imirt do Laois,

agus bhi a n-uncail Tom
mar lan-chil ar an fhoir-
eann, Bhi Tom Delaney
eile ag imirt mar chal-baire
ach ni raibh aon ghaol aige
leis an gcuid eile.

Ba mhoér an difriocht
idir Gaillimh 1970 agus
Gaillimh cdig bhliana 6
shin. Agus nach beag an
baol go mbéadh ar ghail-
limh an ama sin a dhul ag
sineadh fir go fealltach
agus an imirt 70 slat 6
bhaile.

Ach mis mar sin a bhi
na peileadéiri ni hamhlaidh
a bhi na hioméanaithe. Nach
iad a scanradh Loch Gar-
man !

Béidir gurab é an rud is
fearr a rinne siad ariamh
teach ar ais amach as
Cuige Mumhan. Nil dabht
ar bith ach gur mér an leas
a dhéanfas an taispeintas
a thug siad in - aghaidh
Loch Garman do’n chluiche
i nGaillimh. Apgus mar
bharr ar sin bhuaigh a
gecuid mionur cluiche leath-
cheannais na hEireann an
la céanna. Agus ta a gcuid
miondr peile ar bharr na
toinne freisin. Ba cheart
go mbéadh feabhas ar an
da chluiche sa chontae sar
i bhfad. Agus ni mér an

méid seo a ra, ta sé ag
teastdil san iarthar, mar
silim gur féidir a ra gurab
& an Cuige is isle caigh
dedin sna cluichi, & Con-
nacht faoi lathair.

Tugann sin muid go dti
Cluiche ceannais na hEir-
eann san Iomdint idir Cor-
caigh agus Loch Garman
(mar a dairt mé a bhéadh
nios luaithe sa bhliain mas
cuimhneach leat). Ni déigh
liom gur féidir braith ar an
mbealach ar imir Loch
Garman in aghaidh na
Gaillimhe mar threoir. M4
td mise beo déarfainn gur
beag oilidint a rinne siad
faoi choinne an chluiche
sin, agus an ceart ag a
gceuid fir  thaobh-line.
B’fhearr leo lan-iarracht a
dhéanamh faoi choinne an
chluiche ceannais, agus is
déigh liom gurab é an tsli
ar imir siad in aghaidh
Chill Chainnigh an treoir-
line is fearr. Bhi diocas
ioména ortha an 14 sin, ach
shilfedA mar sin féin nach
bhfuil an caighdean
cluiche ionnta a bhiodh.
Apgus mura mbéadh Pad-
raig O Nualliin sa chul
d'fhéadfaidis a  bheith
buailte siilim féin.

Ar an taobh eile dhe

caithfidh sé go bhfuil Cor-
caigh olailte go maith
anois mar fhoireann agus
dha bhliain caite acu ag an
mbarr. Creidim féin go
gecaithfidh foireann a
bheith in ann fanacht dé
né tri bhlianta ar barr sul
méa thagann lan-thoradh ar
a pcuid saothair. Sin mar
ata Corcaigh anois, agus
¢é gur obair mhér a rinne
siad de bhuachaint ar
Thiobrad Arann i gCluiche
Ceannais na Mumhan béidh
siad i bhfad nios fearr fdés
sa  Chluiche Ceannais.
Bhiodar ann cheana anur-
aidh agus is iomdha ceacht
a d'foghluim siad an uair
sin, agus ¢ shin.

M4 ta an chuma ar an
scéal go measaim go
mbuadhfaidh Corcaigh
d'fhéadfadh go bhfuil an
ceart agat! Ach aris ni
bheidh sé éascaidh an
lamh is fearr a fhail ar
Loch Garman ma bhionn a
gcuid fear uilig slan folain,
Is deacair breith a thabh-
airt ag an bpoinnte a
bhfuilim ag scriobh faoi
céard a tharlés, ach silim
ar chaoi éigin go mbéidir
gurab { seo bliain Chor-
caigh.
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“But tell me, when does a half-forward become a

whole one ?”

Glenmore ::

Complete landscaping service.

For...
RADIO, TV,

Le Padraig O Maealoid

TREES AND SHRUBS — Now is the time to avail of
our proper landscape plan. Lovely all year round
colouring — contact

MICHAEL HARNEY
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR

Co. Kilkenny

New lawns laid out at keenest

prices with most modern methods and machinery. Plans and
quotations without obligation — Phone GLENMORE 22

FURNITURE,

CARPETS — FITTED KITCHENS

Keen Cash or H.P. Terms

K. & N. LIMITED
14/97 North Main Street
CORK

Telephone 25931
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OLD-TIMER ASKS :

Will One Good Game

Be Enough ?

OBODY has any reason to
complain nowadays about
the All-Ireland hurling finals.
Look back across all the finals
of the past forty vyears, and,
barring half a dozen, they were
all worth going a long way to
gee, and there were at least a
dozen of them that I would tra-
vel from here to Philadelphia to
see all over again.

But the horrible fact is recen-
tly becoming hard to ignore that
the All-Ireland final is all too
often almost the only game in
the senior hurling championship
that measures up to what it
should be.

Take this year as an almost
classic instance. How many
matches to date have measured
up to old-time senior standards?
I doubt if any of them could be
classified as really in the top
flight.

In Leinster we had, to all in-
tents and purposes, three games.
It is scarcely fair to rate the
matches between Dublin and
Westmeath and Offaly and
Laois, for they were only pre-
liminary encounters and they
looked every bit of it.

Then we had the semi-finals.
The first of these, between
Wexford and Dublin at Kil-
kenny, was scarcely a contest

. in fact, at times, it looked
as boring to the players as it
did to many of the small crowd.

The second, between Kilkenny
and Offaly, was worth seeing,
but it was by no means up to
the standard of the epic clash
between the same two counties
in the Leinster final the year
before. That game, Offaly could,
and perhaps should, have won.
This one was, on the score-
board, close enough for much of

the way, but, sitting on the
stand, you always had the feel-
ing that Kilkenny had the situa-
tion well in hand almost from
start o stop.

The Leinster final was, 1 sup-
pose, the best match in the
championship to date, but main-
ly because of Kilkenny's great
fight-back against the odds and
because of the individual dis-
play of Willie Murphy for Wex-
ford. But, good though it was,
it did not rank with half a
dozen other Leinster deciders
between Wexford and Kilkenny
through the past twenty years.

The Munster campaign had
even less to offer. Limerick and
Clare played a draw at Thurles,
and that, anyone should imagine
should have put great ‘gizz’
into their replay at Limerick.
Yet that second game, which
Limerick won, aroused no great-
er enthusiasm than did the
drawn battle.

In the semi-final Limerick
looked, for twenty minutes, as
though they might at last fulfill
the promise they have so often
threatened, but the minute Cork
over-hauled them they lost
heart, and that was the end of
that.

In the other semi-final at
Cork between Waterford and
Tipperary yvou would have had
to remind yourself from time to
time that this actually was a
semi-final of the Munster senior
hurling championship, because
the requisite atmosphere was al-
most entirely lacking. Came the
Munster final, the old-firm clash
of Cork and Tipperary at Limer-
ick, and we had the atmosphere
all right, but that was all we
had until Tipperary really put it
up to the Corkmen early in the

second half.

From there to the end we
had the full-blooded Munster
hurling that anyone could wish
for. Indeed, some few episodes
were a little too full-blooded for
my taste, but good stuff for all
that. So that is what this senior
hurling championship has to
show up to the semi-final stage
— forty minutes of typical Mun-
ster hurling at Limerick, and
maybe a little more than forty
minutes of really enjoyable fare
in the Leinster final at Croke
Park.

To compensate for that, we
will need to have a really rip-
roaring final, but will even that
fully compensate? Not for the
round-the-year or through-the-
summer hurling fan it won't.

So what is the answer. My
answer is exactly the same as it
has been for more than a de-
cade . . . the open draw for the
senior hurling championship.
Nothing else is going to give us
back a real All-Ireland senior
hurling campaign.

Mobody can say that we are
getting wvalue for money from
the present set-up. We are not
even getting any real value in
the provincial series, because
one match, one real match per
championship in each of the two
southern provinces, is not a real
series,

Put all the counties who want
to compete in the senior champ-
ionship into a hat, and draw
them out in the normal fashion
and I'll wager we will give new
life to the championship. And if
Leinster and Munster want to
run senior provincial champion-
ships of their own, outside the
All-Ireland series, then, more
luck to them.

f Ireland, win the doubles

section in the World
Handball Championship in
a few weeks time, a mem-
ber of the Irish team will
have achieved such dis-
tinction without ever hav-
ing won an All-Ireland
championship. The player
in question is Seamus
Buggy from the Clonard
club in county Wexford.

Buggy, a brother of well-
known hurler Ned, clinch-
ed his place in the world
tests recently, when, in
partnership with Richie
Lyng, he triumphed in a
round-robin tournament
that included the best com-
binations in Irish handball.
And, despite the young
Clonard player's failure to
win at our own national
level, there can be no dis-
puting the contribution he
made to the Wexford pair’s
triumph.

On a couple of occasions
when Lyng appeared to
have expanded his Ilast
ounce of energy, Buggy
played magnificent hand-
ball and saved the game
for the Wexford pair. On
their way to the World
Championships, the Slaney-
siders were involved in
some epic duels, but none
more demanding than their
clashes with Kerry’'s Tom
and Murty McElistrim.

During the course of the
round-robin event the Mc-

HANDBALL

Ellistrims actually beat the
two Wexford players, but
in turn, they were beaten
by Dessie McGovern and
Paddy Lee, and so a play-
off was necessary. This
proved to be a spine-tingl-
ing game, an epic that
swayed in the balance with
each successive score and,
eventually saw Wexford
steal out in front for a
dramatic but well-deserved
win.

Thus, we have two men
going into the doubles ser-
ies of whom, we can be
justifiably proud.

Buggy, who is 25 always
plays in the right corner
and provides the ideal
partner for Lyng, who is a
year older, but, still retains
the turn of speed that won
him minor, junior and sen-

jor All-Ireland titles in
1961, 1963 and 1965 res-
pectively.

As for the singles com-
petition, none of us had
ever any doubt but that
Joe Maher, the reigning
world champion, would
gain the singles spot for
Ireland. He did it in such
facile fashion that his true
ability was never really
tested.

Now, he has the opport-
unity of defending the
crown he won so merit-
oriously in Toronto three
years ago and mnaturally
with the advantage of a

Dundalk Juveniles Well Organised

HEN the Dundalk juvenile

football competition known
as "“Cuman Peile na nOg" was
launched five years ago the
founders could scarcely have en-
visaged how popular the compe-
tition would become with the
vouth of the town in that short

space of time. This year appro-
ximately 400 boys took part in
the competition and teams were
entered in the under 11, 13 and
15 grades. Nine teams took part
in the under 11 and 13 compe-
titions and six in the under 15
competition.

THE SHAKESPEARE
93 Park Street, Dundalk

Central heating

Ballad sessions

Electric organ

Select accommodation

Spacious lounge bar — best drinks

Phone : 5302

McCANN'S MAKE VERY
FINE BREAD AND
CONFECTIONERY

H. F. & J. McCANN LTD.
CHURCH STREET, DUNDALK

PHONE 4633

Chairman Hugh O'Hare attri-
buted the work done by public
relations officer Frank Boland
as one of the prime reasons for
the success of Cumann Peile na
nOg. As Hugh O'Hare told me:
“Frank Boland's job is to fill as
much of the local ’papers as
possible each week with ac-
counts and photographs of the
various games. I'd say that on
many occasions we receive bet-
ter coverage than the local sen-
ior soccer club and we have at
least one photograph in the
‘Dundalk Democrat’ each week.

“Our committee meets each
week and Frank Boland is given
an account of each game which
he supplies to the local news-
paper. In this way the local
public is kept constantly aware
and informed on the progress of
the various competitions and, of
course, it also helps to attract
impressionable youngsters to
play Gaelic football."

The structure of “Cumann
Peile na nOg" is different from
most other competitions in that
teams represent areas in the
town and not clubs. “No clubs

affiliations are accepted,” Chair-
man O’Hare told me, “and we
find this a very satisfactory sys-
tem as we would have not
nearly as many teams if the
clubs formed the basic structure.
The area boundaries are deter-
mined each year by the commit-
tee by means of a survey which
is done through the schools.

“If a particular area is pretty
sparse in good footballers any
particular vear, then a few ex-
tra streets are allocated to it
and so each area has a reason-
able chance in the competition.
Registration is rigid and in
many cases birth certificates are
demanded to prove a boy's age.
Each team can register 30 play-
Brs.

As a further encouragement
to the youngsters of Dundalk,
the promoting body presents a
trophy each vear to each of the
nine areas to be awarded to the
“sportsman of the year" in each
particular area. So each of the
areas holds an annual dinner at
which an officer of Cumann
Peile na nOg presents the tro-
phy to the boy in question.

THOMAS

McARDLE

Wholesale (Dundalk) Lid.
Telephone 4773

Agents for Irish Manufactured Trophies Statuettes,

Cups, Medals, etc.

Fancy Goods

LARGE DISPLAY OF WATCHES, RINGS
and JEWELLERY

Cumann Peile na nOg itself also
has a trophy which is awarded
each year to the person consi-
dered to be the most diligent
worker on the board each year,

The competition runs from ap-
proximately April to September
with a three week holiday break
when the facorties close in Dun-
dalk. The committee of Cumann
Peile na nOg would like to stage
hurling and camogie competi-
tions on a similar basis to the
football one, but unfortunately
too much time is involved in the
running of the football competi-
tion to permit this.

When asked if the competi-
tion had helped to counteract
the spread of soccer in Dundalk
Hugh O'Hare said that as far
as he was concerned that soccer
didn't pose a particularly big
threat to Gaelic football, as the
popularity of Gaelic foothall
can be gleaned from the fact
that matches are staged on most
nights of the week. Prior to the
setting up of Cumann Peile na
nOg, there was no juvenile
board in Dundalk, so there was
no provision made for young-
sters to play football. The minor

board was the only under age

board functioning in the town
up to 1965 but it only caters for
four clubs.

At present leagues and cham-
pionships are held in the under
13 and 15 grades and a champ-
ionship in the under 15 grade.
To attract attention to the com-
petition the trophies for the
various competition are display-
ed in shop windows in Dundalk.

The officers of this dedicated
and methodical board are —
Chairman: Hugh O'Hare; Vice-
Chairman: Proinnsias O Cuan-
aigh, B.A.; Secretary: Padraig
Aingleis; Assistant Secretary:
Kevin Mullen; Registrar: Br. O
Duibhin: Treasurer: Jack Me-
Geough; Public Relations Offi-
cer: Frank Boland.

home court he must have a
fine chance of outright vic-
tory.

However, he is unlikely
to have everything his own
way against the American
champion Pat Kirby, who
is a member of the well-
known Tuamgraney family
in county Clare.

Prior to emigrating he
had been to the forefront
in Irish competition while,
in the interim he has been
continually in the limelight
in American courts. Kirby
is 50 determined to win
the world crown that he
has decided to return home
at the beginning of this
month, to familiarise him-
self with the bigger court.

Even, at this stage, it is
mearly safe to suggest that
the laurels will eventually
rest between Maher and
Kirby.

Fund-raising for the
world championship is still
in progress and, units of the
Association who have not
yet contributed should do
so now to the Secretary of
the Irish Handball Council
— Joe Lynch, at 12 Goats-
town Rd., Dublin, 14.

A very welcome donat-
ion to the fund was that
from the President of the
World Handball Federat-
ion Charlie O’Connell, New
York, in the form of 1,200
dollars.

This month, I bhow out,
by sympathising with the
Lyng family from Bally-
anne, Co. Wexford, on the
death of Willie, a former
star handballer. He partner-
ed his brother Richie in
many a hectic game. Up to
the time of his death, he
retained an avid interest
in the game to which he
gave so much and from
which he will be sadly
missed.

Ar Dheis Lamh Dé, go
raibh a anam.,
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WHEN I was young, and I
know that was a long time
ago, I never even saw or heard
of a Wexford hurling team, and
I was born in the next county.
And, indeed, I had been knock-
ing around this Vale of Tears
for a very considerable number
of years before I ever heard of
a Wexford hurler,

When I did hear of one it was
in very peculiar circumstances.
I happened to be in the town of

“We have a big young lad cal-
led Nicky Rackard” he said,
from Killanne in the County
Wexford, and if he ever gets
the: full wse of himself, there
will be no stopping of him. And,
what is more, if they could
gather up a few more like him
down there, there won’t be any
stopping of Wexford either.”
Well, needless to say I kept a
close eye on the career of young
Mr. Rackard after that, and I

BY TERENCE ROYANNE

Tramore on a warm August
evening about a year before the
outbreak of World War II, and
I strayed into the company of
two well-known priests from the
Diocese of Ossory. They were
Canon James Staunton, later
Bishop of Ferns, and Father Pat,
later, Canon Dunphy. Canon
Staunton was then President of
St. Kieran’s College Kilkenny, a
post in which Father Dunphy
was to succeed him some years
afterwards.

Anyway, as an old Kieran’s
man myself, 1 asked them how
the hurling was going in the
College, and I can still remem-
ber the words of Fr. Dunphy,
who himself a member of the
famed Mooncoin hurling family.
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had opportunity to study him at
close guarters when a year or
two afterwards he came up to
study veterinary medicine in
Dublin. He played both hurling
and football for U.C.D., although
after a couple of years he swit-
ched his hurling allegiance to
Young Irelands. He usually play-
ed at midfield or centre-forward,
and was a fine hurler, but a
trifle slow on the turn.
Anyway, through knowing
Nicky Rackard, I began to fol-
low Wexford's hurling fortunes.
They won a Leinster junior title
somewhere at the start of his
inter-county career but did no
good in the All-Ireland final
against Cork. A few years after-
wards they caused a sensation
by defeating Kilkenny in the
Leinster senior semi-final, but
then they crashed heavily to

Dublin in the final, and then, to
tell you the truth I forgot about
them

True, they had a few good
men with Rackard then, Patsy
Boggan I particularly remember,
and Willie Stamp, and a fair-
haired young chemist from Cork
who was as sweet a forward as
:!.I'l:}ilil could wish to see, Tim Rus-
sell.

A I have said, I forgot about
Wexford and through the latter
half of the *forties Nicky Rack-
ard himself was better known as
a footballer than he was as a
hurler. So it was by pure chance
that I happened to be at Now-
lan Park in Kilkenny the day the
‘Wexford miracle’ began.

Laois were Leinster champ-
ions and they met Wexford at
Kilkenny in the semi-final. I
went down to Nowlan Park just
because it happened to be a
glorious day and I had nothing
better to do. With me came Ned
Daly the Waterford full-forward
of 1948, and we settled oursel-
ves down on the sideline to see
what we could see. What we did
see was Laois submerged under
an avalanche of hurling that left
us open-mouthed. I do not know
remember the exact total that
Wexford won by, but one thing
is certain, if they had any bit
of experience at all they must
have won by an all-time record
score. As far as I can now re-
call, the only man who kept
Laois in the hunt at all was
Paddy Lalor now a Government
Minister.

That day for the first time I
saw the power of two other
Rackard brothers, Bobby and
Billy, the jinking runs of Tim
Flood, backed up that day by
his brother Martin, the skill of
the two Kehoes, Padge and
Paddy and the tireless hurling
of Ned Wheeler and Jim Mor-
rissey, not to say the endless
endeavour of the inimitable
Wilkie Thorpe.

However, beating Laois was
one thing, facing Kilkenny in
the final was another thing al-
together. And yet, in the Lein-
ster decider played also at Now-
lan Park a couple of weeks
later, Wexford led Kilkenny
right into the closing minutes,
and were desperately unlucky to
lose. And as Kilkenny only lost
by a point to Tipperary in the
subsequent All-Ireland (final,
that ranked Wexford pretty high
in the hurling category.

In the following year they
were, everybody knew, the team
to beat, for they had knocked
Tipperary out of the league by
defeating the dual champions at
Thurles, and had, surprisingly
enough, lost the league final to
Galway.

However, they came thunder-
ing out of Leinster in 1951,
swept past Galway in the semi-
final, that was sweel revenge,
but went down heavily to Tip-
perary in the All-Ireland final.

In the Autumn of 1951 they
lost to Galway again, in the
(ireachtas Final, but again they
swept through the League only
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to fail very unluckily by a single
point to Tipperary.

True, they had some consola-
tion hereabouts by beating Kil-
kenny in an Oireachtas final,
but when they failed to Dublin
and Kilkenny in turn in the
Leinster finals of 1952 and °53,
a lot of people were inclined to
write off Wexford as a team
that would never really get any-
where.

And then the tide turned. It
began with victory over Clare
in the Oireachtas final of 1953,
was carrled on through Lein-
ster’s title-race in 1954 and was
halted by an unlucky defeat by
Cork in the hurling final of
1954, the day Bobby Rackard
gave an unforgettable display at
full-back after Nick O'Donnell
was carrled off with a8 broken
collar-bone,

Without the Rackard trio,
who were mourning their dead
father, they again failed nar-
rowlv to Tipperarv in the Lea-
gue final of 1955, but with Tip-
perary and Cork out of the
championship running they won
their All-Ireland at last, in 1955,
and won it easily.

But Wexford would not count
until they had conquered Cork
and Tipperary sald every Mun-
ster hurling follower, and in
18956 Wexford proceeded to do
just that. They met Tipperary
in the Leapgue final at pgale-
swept Croke Park, retired to
their half-time dressing room
fifteen points behind and came
back to win with five points to

spare.

Then, in a thrill-packed All-
Ireland, they foiled Christy Ring
of his ninth, and crowned a
wonderful year by defeating Kil-
kenny in the Qireachtas decider.

Then Nicky and Bobby Rack-
ard departed, and though the
remnants of that great team of
the '50's came again to win the
title in 1960, and were unlucky
once more when losing to Tip-
perary in the final of 1962, it
seemed that Wexford’s sun had
set indefinitely with the final
bow of Nick O'Donnell, Billie
Rackard, Tim Flood, Ned Whee-
ler and Padge Kehoe.

But it was then that the
greatest Wexford miracle really
began, as an entirely new gen-
eration of hurlers sprang from
the playing fields of the county.

The new era began with the
winning of the county’s first
ever All-Ireland minor title in
1963. They took the Interme-
diate title of 1964, the Under-21
title in 1965 and the minor title
of 1966, and the great resur-
gence reached its current climax
in 1968 when, by defeating
Cork in the minor and Tipperary
in the senior final, Wexford, for
the first time, brought off the
double on the first Sunday in
September.

So, in twenty years, Wexford
had come from being unheard of
to one of the greatest hurling
counties In the country. It is a
miracle on which all the other
non-hurling counties may well
ponder.

Galway
] L]

Minors Big

&
Bid

alway minor hurlers

have never won an
All-Ireland minor title but
if this year's side plays
with the same determinat-
ion and skill against Cork
in the final as they dis-
played against Wexford in
the semi-final, then the
Leesiders will be hard
pressed to retain their
title. Indeed, Galway's
win over Wexford at Ath-
lone was one of the big
surprises on the hurling
scene this vyear even
though it was over-
shadowed by the county
seniors fine performance
against the same county.

Galway could well re-
cord an All-Ireland minor

double now as the county
footballers are also in the

THE RAVE OF COUNTY
TIPPERARY
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EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY,
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MIGHTS
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entertainment
GOLDEN VALE is the ideal
place for Weddings and
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Prop.: AUSTIN CROWE

The Galway minor team which beat Wexford.

All-Ireland final following
their brilliant victory over
Dublin in the semi-final.

Few Galway hurling
fans gave the minors
much hope at half-time in
the game against Wex-
ford, as the Westerners
led by only 0-4 to 0-3,
after having had wind ad-

vantage in the first half.
However, even though
Wexford went into a one-
point lead after 23 min-
utes of the second half,
Galway refused to throw
in the towel and played
some fine hurling to finish
eventual winners by eight
points.
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Galway forward D, Campbell on his way to scoring a

point against Wexford.
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In The News - with Bacchus

The Pipe
of

Peace ?

NE of the umpires at the
All - Ireland minor
semi-final between Galway
and Dublin was none other
than Sean O'Hanlon well-
known New York G.A.A.
official.

Following Mr. O'Hanlon's
‘encounters’ with Central
Council and other officers
here during the past two
years such a gesture from
Croke Park was at least
the equivalent of the cease
fire in the Middle East
around the same timel

Sean O'Hanlon

Minor
Tourney

St. Patrick’s club,
Lisburn came up with a
novel idea last month. They
ran a 9-a-side football tour-
nament for minor teams
only. Is this the first time
a c¢lub has run a tourna-
ment solely for minor
teams with nothing or no-
one else sharing the spot-
light?
The event was a great
success and teams from
Antrim, Armagh and Derry

took part. The winners
were  Sarsfield's from
Derrytrasna, outside Lur-
gan and they received a set
of inscribed plagues,

Runners-up were St
James’, Aldergrove, who re-
ceived a set of inscribed
medals.

McKeever
Comes
Back !

August 9 when Bal-

N

O linascreen III’s lined-
out for the South Derry
junior championship semi-
final against Ballymagui-
gan the last man they ex-
pected to find in the oppos-
ite camp was Jim McKee-
ver. But there was county
team manager, Jim wearing
the No. 11 jersey and ac-
companied by brother
Dinny and Sean Young —
three wveterans of Derry
county teams,

Ballymaguigan won that
semi-final by 1-8 to 1-5 and
on two occasions Jim sent
over the bar. “Despite his
long lay-off he still looked
good county material,” ref-
eree John MeGlinchy told
me.

And Jim’s comments after
the match were: “I still feel
a bit sore but I enjoyed the
game. I'd much rather play
than watch because I'm a
bad spectator. It was only
because I was at home for
the weekend that I was
there at all and it was de-
spite my protests that the
selectors placed me at cen-
tre half forward.

“I wanted to play at cor-
ner forward but they insist-
ed that I play at centre
three quarters. Now that I
have got back into it I pro-
bably will play in the final
in South Derry and pos-
sibly if we win that one in
the county junior final as
well.””
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Dr. Mick Loftus pictured with a group of ‘students’ during a session at this year’s

highly successful coaching course in Gormanston. The small boy on the left of
the picture is a nephew of Dr. Loftus who came al]l the way from New York io

attend the course.

A Job For Big Tom

ERRY footballer Tom Quinn,

after qualifying at 5t. Jos-
eph's Training College, Belfast,
has been appointed as a P.T. In-
structor in Kilrea intermediate
school. He takes up duty when
the school re-opens after the
summer holidays on September

his county and club colleague,
Laurence Diamond because the
burly Laurence is already a P.T.
Instructor in Kilrea. Also on the
staff is Derry player Brian Kear-
ney and with the energetic Fr.
Deery the curate in the parish
we can expect quite a stream of

1 top class, fit, footballers com-
ing from this area in the future.

As a result, Tom now joins

An Awfully Longed
For Moment

FEUM many entires this was the one we chose as best

describing this incident from the Leinster champion-
ship game between Offaly and Longford.

So the three guineas prize goes to Rev, Gerard Fitzpat-
rick C.C., St, Senan’s, Killishin, Ennis, Co. Clare.

oy,
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Thanks
Lads...

CDRK hurling captain

Paddy Barry paid a
novel ‘tribute after this
year's Munster final when
he thanked the Cork fol-
lowers for the wonderful
support they had given the
county team in the past
and throughout this year’s
Munster championship
campaign,

They certainly deserved
it. They are probably the
most enthusiastic and loyal
band of G.A.A. followers in
the country and they must
have outnumbered Tipper-
ary fans by at least five to
one at this year’'s Munster
decider,

Some of the more exu-
berant Cork fans invaded
the pitch whenever their
heroes scored but against
that they showed their ap-
preciation at the end of the
minor game when they
gave a well-deserved ova-
tion to the gallant Tipper-
ary team.

Poor Show
In Connacht

OSE responsible for the

production of this year's
Connacht senior football final
programme could have learned
something from their counter-
parts in Munster. The Connacht
final programme was, to put it
mildly, a shabbily produced
document and the publishers
had a nerve to ask for a shil-
ling for it.

Besides the lineouts of the
senior and minor teams, it con-
tained only unnamed photo-
graphs of the 1962 and 1970
Galway and Roscommon sides
and brief articles on Galway-
Roscommon games in the past
and duels between Sean Purcell
and Gerry O’Malley and Jimmy
Duggan and Dermot Earley.

In addition, the players names
were given only in English,
their individual clubs were not
listed and the numbers for each
position were not given. The
last omission may be only a
minor point, but it is Invaluable
for quick and easy reference.

By contrast the Munster hur-
ling final programme, which
cost only sixpence, listed the
players’ names for each position
and also gave the number of
Munster hurling titles won by
each county in the various gra-
des, the scores in the individual
finals and a list of National
League and Oireachtas title
winners.
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