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SEAN O FOGHLU TELLS US

The Financial Report of the Central Council for 1969
showed a marked improvement over previous years’
reports. Thanks are due to the Executive Council, and it's
General Secretary, in particular, for such a satisfactory
state of affairs. :

A depth analysis into the Accounts, grouping the Pro-
vincial Councils’ Accounts with the Central Council's re-
veals an excellent picture of the present financial struc-
ture of the Association.

Before proceeding, however, to analyse the Accounts,
one should be pardoned for suggesting that the Central
Council, now that a Management Accountant is to be
appointed, should consider publishing a consolidated set
of Accounts in future in a more condensed and readable
format for members of the Association. Data should be
given also relative to the financial position of County
Boards under a number of headings.

The Consolidated Accounts for 1969 can be considered
over four heads, namely: (1) Gross Income. (2) Profits.
(3) Investments in Grounds, etc. (4) Bank and Cash Flow.

GROSS INCOME

The Gross Income of the Central Council and the Pro-
vincial Councils can be stated thus: Central Council —
All-Ireland Championship, etc. £169,482; Leinster Coun-
cil £39,923; Ulster Council £23,270; Connacht Council
£17,051; Munster Council £39,546,

Total Income exclusive of Income earned by County
Boards, Clubs, etc. £289,272.

A conservative Income for County Boards and Clubs,
ete., would be around £120,000 for 1969.

It can be seen, therefore, that the G.A.A. has an in-
come of £289,272 at Central Council and Provincial
Councils level, and an estimated overall income of
£400,000 for 1969. Surely this is an indication of the
support given to the Association by it’s members and it
is indeed a wonderful tribute to the drawing power of
Gaelic games.

PROFITS

The net profits for 1969 can be set down as follows:

Central Council £50,932: Leinster Council £414; Ulster
Council £1,143; Connacht Council £5,798; Munster Coun-
eil £4,093. Total £62,380,

Total Net Profit after providing for the payments of
Capital and Revenue Grants amounting to the stagger-
ing total of £70,048.

Where All That Money Goes

As grants, in most cases, are an appropriation of
profits, in effect the real net profit earned is £132,428
arrived at thus :

Central Council £81,537; Leinster Council £18,217;
Ulster Council £6,963; Connacht Council £8,645; Munster
Council £15,066. Total £132,428.

An analysis of the Grants payments shows that £37,472
was paid out for Ground acquisition, improvements, etc,,
and the balance of £32,576 was paid out by way of sub-
vention to subsidiary bodies, such as, the College Coun-
cils, Handball Association, Athletics and Camogie. In
addition large sums were paid out to organisations out-
side the Association, by way of subscriptions to deser-
ving causes.

INVESTMENT IN GROUNDS

Croke Park £540,141; Central Council investments in
G.A.A. grounds throughout the organisation £273,153;
Leinster Council £247,360; Ulster Council £80,350; Con-
nacht Council £30,800; Munster Council £176,444; Other
Areas £36,250. Total £1,384,500.

The Investment of £1,384,500 represents part only of
the capital cost of grounds, etc. An examination of the
Accounts of County Boards discloses that another
£747,000 has been spent by the Boards themselves giving
a total capital investment of £2,111,500. _

Adding cash to a total of, approximately, £900,000
secured by Clubs and County Boards from their own
resources, one gets the huge sum of just over £3,000,000
invested in grounds and buildings.

In the whole of Ireland there are some 700 odd Gaelic
grounds. There are 1,159 Ecclesiastical Parishes in the
country, indicating that there is still a long way to go to
achieve the idea of one playing pitch in every parish.

At the apex of this structure is Croke Park, capable of
holding an attendance of 80,000 with a total of 23,000 in
seats under cover. Next in rank are 12 Provincial
Grounds capable of accommodating the more important
inter-county games. Third in the grade are 60 county
grounds considered more than adequate for county cham-
pionships.

By far the largest number of playing fields are the
modest club grounds around the country, 260 of which
are vested in Trustees for the G.A A, and 367 other non-
vested playing fields. The total area of the 700 grounds
represents some 5,000 acres.

The entire available surplus income of the Association
has been ploughed back into the purchase and improve-

L

ment of grounds. Hence the present lack of working
capital for any further grounds development or other
Club projects. Precisely this is the reason why the Cen-
tral Council decided some time ago to embark on an
unique fund raising scheme through the introduction of
the Credit Scheme.

BANK AND CASH FIOW

Central Council in cash and investments £5,617; Leinster
Council in cash and investments £13,322; Ulster Council in
cash and investments £17,000; Connacht Council in cash
and investments £7,900; Munster Council (investments
only) £2,130; G.A.A. Limited £7,817. Total £53,786. Less
Munster Council overdraft £26,741. Net (Cash and In-
vestments position £27,045,

An analysis of £27,045 is repressnted by cash £8,788
and investments £18,257,

It is clear, ti‘erefore, that a programme of Club de-
velopment involving the provision of Club premises and
social centres to et the present need, must be finunced

on a new basis. t£2:50,000 is urgently needed = 1 in all
£1,000,000 is requited 10 carry out the Develcr.ine. pro-
jects envisaged over Lhe next 3 to 5 yez:s. Pr jects

planned in Dublin alone will cost £250,000 (nside tr.
tWo years.

Neither the present liquid asset position of t+ : Associa-
tion or future annual profits will be suffi_iently high
enough to undertake tius wosx, Accor.ngly, intense
efforts must be made to abtain investm: ats from Clubs,
individuals, groups, compames and <thers to provice
loans at low interest rates [or Clu' 5 and other bod .-
which are affiliated to the Associ.aon,

An Association which can show ir .5 Audited Ac-
counts :

next

(1) An annual income of some £400,000
(2) A net overall profit in 1969 of + 132,000
(3) Capital Assets valued at £3,500,000
(4) Cash and Investments of L5 000

can confidently look to the future, seek £1,000,001 @y
its Credit Scheme, and assure investors that their inw-..
ments will be secure.

You reader can help in the great National work ot '
G.A.A. by subscribing as generously as possible, Ti
Association, which in its wider role, collected £47,000
for the Northern Relief Fund deserves to be fully sup-
ported in its appeal to the Nation for £1,000,000.

The Success Of The

Talent Contest

OT in their wildest dreams
could Tony Williamson
{Down) and Derry Gowan
{Cork) have envisaged the out-
standing success that the Win-
ter Social Activities would be
in their first vear of operation.
Williamson and Gowan, who
masterminded the whole idea,

first off with their organisation
and Armagh, Antrim, Derry,
Tyrone, Donegal and Monaghan
joined in the fun at later dates.
Only Cavan failed to participate
in Ulster. In both the Mourne
and Erne counties all clubs took
part, but unfortunately this was
not the case elsewhere. How-

and intends to teach after
leaving school. Her mother 1s
a music teacher in Lurgan and
Patricia — a member of the
Clan na Gael club — has also
appeared in opera.

Charlie McNally is well
known in the west as a comed-
ian and also for his monologues.

compaosition of the quiz teams in
the provincial semi-finals and
final. Some people maintained
that it must be the winning club
from the county that carried its
county banner, whilst others
maintained that the rules al-
lowed the best three individuals
from the county to be that

By TONY McGEE

this. It would be a great pity if

. Down and Fermanagh and, to a
the ordinary club member was

lesser extent, Tyrone, sent out

discouraged from entering, be- advance information on the
cause the standard was too heats in their counties. In Ul-
high. ster, we never saw a line any-

At the Ulster finals, I did where about how the competi-

notice some discouragement —
unintentional I'm sure — by

some of the adjudicators. In

tions were doing in other pro-
vinces, although 1 believe the

are to be thanked by each and
every G.A.A. member (and
others beside) for their fore-
sight of thought. Many's a long
winter evening in rural Ireland
was brightened by these talent
contests.

Up north, the wvarious semi-
finals and finals *‘took the pro-
vince by storm'", as a witty
Dan McAreavey, Fear a Ti at
the Ulster finals said. Proof of
this was the packed houses at
finals such as those in Down
where 700 people crowded in-
to the I.LN.F. Hall, Hilltown and
-in Fermanagh, where over 1,000
paid admission to the Regal
Cinema, Enniskillen. The Ulster
finals in the magnificent St.
Malachy's Hall, Edendork, att-
racted 750 people, who enjoy-
-ed four hours of excellent en-
tertainment.

Down and Fermanagh were

ever, a better response is ex-
pected next winter.

In the provincial semi-finals,
Fermanagh and Armagh did best
and both had a representative

in every section of the Ulster
finals.

Right from the beginning both
Patricia  McLaughlin  (ballad
singing) and Charlie MecNally
(recitation) were tipped as
potential All-Ireland winners.
Both vindicated their favourit-
ism and carried off the highest
award, The Kilkeel quiz team
made it a treble for the north.

Patricia is an eighteen-year-
old convent schoolgirl from Lur-
gan and is a daughter of Eddie
McLaughlin, who was a corner
back on the first Ulster team
to win a Railway Cup in 1942,
Patricia, who will do her “A"
levels this term holds four Ul-
ster colleges camogie medals

He is a 35-year-old fruit sales-
man and a former Fermanagh
junior footballer. He is a mem-
ber of the Maguiresbridge club
and he has broadcast on radio
and appeared on T.V.

Gerry Sheehan, Frank Mec-
Knight and Colm Murnion made
up the Kilkeel team. Gerry and
Colm are teachers, whilst Mec-
Knight is a drapery manager.
Gerry Sheehan is a Corkman
and the present chairman of the
Down hurling board. He is also

a member of Croke Park's Coiste
Iomana.

Even though this was the in-
itial year of the competitions,
there was little fault anvone
could find with the format.
However, I'm sure we can ex-
pect a few changes before next
yvear's events begin.

One thing that caused some
confusion in Ulster was the

county's representatives.
Something that 1 feel would
be a help in the Quiz Section is
the inclusion of a round in
which the members of a team

would be allowed to confer be-
fore answering.

I understand that it has al-
ready been decided that next
winter the Irish dancing section
will be changed from individual
to group dancing. Whilst this
may be more spectacular, it cer-
tainly will set clubs a problem.
It is much easier to secure one
Irish dancer in most clubs, than
to organise a troupe. '

It has been a problem to dif-
ferentiate between the profes-
sional and the amateur. This
is something that will always be
with us I suppose, because it is
extremely difficult to say ex-
actly what constitutes profes-
sionalism in talent such as

summing up the recitation sec-
tion, the adjudicator deplored
the use of a microphone and
said that it should never be
used. But surely the size of the
hall dictates this and if one's
voice is not strong enough, a
microphone has to be used so
that everyone can hear. Further-
more, to the amateur, even the
company of a "mike"” on stage
can be consoling.

The judges were very pro-
fessional in their approach but
they should have realized that
this was a new effort and also
allowed for the fact that they
were dealing with untrained ar-

tistes, who, in most cases,
were making their debut as
competitors.

One gripe [ have is that the
organizers in most counties
failed to seek the publicity that
the activities deserved, Only

local press in some areas did a
fine job.

At the presentation of prizes
after the provincial finals, Ul-
ster chairman, Michael Feeney,
presented Tony Williamson with
a plague in recognition of the
work he put into organising the
various events. At the All-
Ireland finals in Liberty Hall,
Dublin, Tony and Derry Gowan
also received plagues from the
then president, Seamus O Riain,
as a tribute for their greal work,

Both Tony and Derry were

well deserving of these awards
and I hope they will forgive mé

if 1 be so bold as to make a

suggestion — why not rename
the competitions “The GAA
Talent Contests”? In my Opin
fon, the present title — "Win__l:;& J
Social Activities"” — does not
spell out plain enough what it's
all about. LH
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Eugene McGee reports on a G.A.A. breakthrough

St. Joseph’s T.C. Arrive

HILE the 300 wise men

of the G.AA, were
shutting the doors on ex-
perimentation in Galway
on Easter Sunday, a new
football force was arriving
on the scene in Belfast's
Casement Park.

In the final of the Uni-
versities League, St.
Joseph’s Training College
from Trench House, Belfast
— popularly known as ‘The
Ranch’ — defeated the
many times champions,
U.C.D., to win their first
trophy for competitive sen-
ior football.

It is a strange fact that
while Erin's Hope, the
team from St. Patrick’s
Training College, Drum-
condra, is well known
throughout the length and
breadth of the country very
few people even Kknow
about the existence of
Trench House. Perhaps
this is because almost all
of the students there are

-

Colm McAlarney who missed St. Joseph's triumph.

from the Six Counties and
pgraduates from St. Joseph’s
rarely travel south in
search of a teaching job
later on.

In recent years, however,
St. Joseph'’s have been
taking part in competitions
organised by the Universi-
ties Council, and, indeed,
none of the institutes of
higher education has bene-
fited more from the de-
velopment work of the
Council than the Belfast
college. Prior to the initia-

tion of the new university
competitions a couple of
years ago, Trench House
had no competitive outlet
for their teams, and per-
haps, this is why they were
unheard of for so long.

Then in 1969 they won
the Eoin McKenna Cup, the
competition for first year
students, and also reached
the final of the universities
senior league, only to lose
in a replay to St. Patrick’s
College, Maynooth.

This season, St. Joseph's
were playing with St. Pat-
rick’'s TC and several cleri-
cal colleges in the non-
university section of the
league, from which they
emerged winners, and, with
St. Patrick’s they qualified
for the semi-finals proper,
along with Maynooth and
U.C.D. from the university
section.

In the semi-final, 5t.
Joseph's got their revenge

over Maynooth and so they
faced U.C.D. in the final at
Casement Park on Easter
Sunday. At half-time, the
locals had an eight point
lead and looked to be home
and dried. But a spirited
second-half rally by U.C.D.
plus the retiral, with a knee
injury, of their centre for-
ward Sean McElhatton (Ty-
rone) made the going diffi-
cult for St. Joseph’s and
with four minutes left to
play, their lead was cut to
three points.

However,

the Belfast

n The Big Time

team weathered the storm
and two late points from
Down’s Peter Rooney saw
them safely through to
their first senior title, It
was a rousing second half
which brought a standing
ovation from the big crowd
for both teams at the final
whistle.

Among the outstanding
individual displays from
5t. Josephs team were
those from Tom Quinn and
Matt Trolan (Derry); Ray
McConville (Down); Pat
King (Tyrone} and Peter
Rooney, who scored a bril-
liant first half goal.

The brains behind the
fine teamwork and com-
bined movements of the
Trench House team was,
of course, Jim McKeever,
their trainer and coach,
who is also the lecturer in
Physical Education at the
college.

Hard Iluck story of

St. Joseph's successful year
concerned Colm McAlarn-
ey, who had captained the
side all year until breaking
his ankle in the Railway
Cup semi-final. It was only
fitting that acting captain

Sean McElhatton should
stand down in favour of
Colm for the presentation
of the Ryan Cup after the
game. This magnificent
cup, incidentally, was
originally presented in 1950
for the then highly popular
game between Ireland and

Peter Rooney . . . scored a great goal in the Universities League final.

omortas Peile

Na Ghaeltachta

4 Coiste Peile na Gaeltachta
ag rachtdil Comdrtas Péile
idir Ghaeltachta mar a bhi an-
uraidh. Béidh an babhta deiridh
den Chomortas i nGaothdobhar,
Co. Dhin Na nGall le linn deire
seachtaine na Cincise 290 Beal-
taine la  Meitheamh, I
mbliana comh maith t4 an
Coiste ag rachtdil tri Chomor-
tas breise, sé¢ sini- 1. Comdrtas
“Cabaret." 2. Comortas '‘Trath
na gCeist.”! 3. Comdortas “An
Cailin Gaelach."

Béidh an chead da Chomdrtas
a rachtiil ar an gecaoi cheadhna
leis an Phéil, sé sin na babhtai
tosaigh idir na foirne ta glac-
adh pdirt sa phéil agus na
buaitdiri ag dul go Gaothdobhar
freisin i gedir an bhabhta deir-
idh a bhéas i Amharclann
Ghaothdobhar le linn an deire
seachtaine céadhna. Béifear ag
siil le cailin nd nios mé sa
Chabaret, (ach gan iad bheith
nios lionmhara nd na buachailli
ann), a mhaireas tuairim is fiche
ndimeat.

1 dtaobh Comortas a tri béidh
babhtai tosaigh sna Condaeithe
céadhna leis an phéil, Trath na
gCeist, agus Cabaret, sé sin
Midhe, Port Lairge, Corcaigh,
Ciarraidhe, Gaillimh, Muigheo
agus Din Na nGall.

Is & Aidhm an Choiste leis
na Comdrtaisi seo go léir no
teangmhdil a chur ar fail idir
Gaeilgéiri ins na Gaeltachtai go
léir, seans a thabhairt d&ibH
aithne a chur ar a chéile agus
foghluim & na chéile chun an
Ghaeilge agus an Ghealtacht a
nearta. Anuraidh d'éirigh go
hiontach leis an gComoértas péil
agus nil aon amhras orainn noé
gur mar an gcéadhna a bhéas
na Comartaisi breise atid da
rachtdil i mbliana.

Cuireann na Comdrtaisi seo
crioch le Féile Gaelach Ghaoth-
dobhar a bheas da rachtiil on
Domhnach 230 Bealtaine go dti
300 Bealtaine. Ta an Féile seo
da rachtail faoci Choiste speis-
ialda, Coiste Féile Ghaoth-
dobhar, Runai Midiire Bean Nic
Miallais, Na Doire Beaga agus
clidaionn sé seachtain iomlin
de imearhtai Gaelach mar

dramai, Céilidhthe, Cuirm Cedil
agus rudai eile.

Michael O Sé . .

T4 Bord Failte ag Clé6 broc-
éir speisialda i gcoir na Féile
sen, Ba mhaith an rud mar sin
dd dtioca libh bhur gecairde a
mhealladh le seachtain saora
a chaitheamh sa Ghaeltacht i
nGaothdobhar agus sult is pleis-
iir a bhaint as na himeachtai
seo go léir, 4it a mhéadh teanga

ir dtire le cloisint acu da labh-
airt ag Gaeilgdiri & gach dird
de Eirinn.

. ag imirt ar fuireann Baile an Fhirtheartaigh.

the Combined Lniversiics. e e s Somm s e ey
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Credit Scheme Investments

TWELVE COUNTIES
NINETY PER CENT

OFF TARGET

THE figures per county issued recently in connection
with the Club Development Scheme make very
interesting reading. The leading counties, on the basis
of total units invested at the closing date for the first
draw (£500 prize, monthly), are, as you might expect, the
large centres of population — Dublin (292 units), Tip-
perary (104), Galway (62) — but a different picture is
presented when counties are considered on the basis of
the amount of their quota reached.

Each county in Ireland has been set a “target” or
“‘quota” of two units per affiliated club (1969 affiliations)
and in the race to reach this quota, the Top Ten counties,
in order are :—

TIPPERARY
TYRONE
MAYO
ARMAGH
ROSCOMMON
DUBLIN
LOUTH
DOWN
DERRY

10. KILKENNY

These counties range from Kilkenny's 20 per cent of
target to a top 51 per cent by Tipperary.

+

#

i b ER O Sl

The. second group of counties are : —

11. OFFALY
12. LEITRIM
13. GALWAY
14, CARLOW
15. MEATH

and just managing to slip into this section are such
prominent counties as Cork and Waterford.

All 32 couties have some investments in the scheme
but twelve counties have not yet exceeded 10 per cent
of their tarpget and a ‘push’ is indicated in these. It Is
surprising to find such as Antrim, Kerry, Limerick and
Wexford in this third section.

Dan

Invest
£,500

MR. Brendan Considine,

chairman of the Agri-
cultural Credit Corporation
recently presented a cheque
for £500 to General Secre-
tary Sean O Siochain as an
investment by his comapny
in the GAA. Credit
Scheme.

Mr. Considine said that
since practically all of the
Corporation’s clients were
members of the farming
community and supporters
of the G.A A. the board of
the A.C.C. felt it approp-
riate that the Corporation
lend support to the Club
Development Scheme
which has as its objective
the improvement of social
amenities, particularly in
the countryside.

e e 1

e .

Joe Corcoran

Down Go Hunting

IF Down supporters are

fond of attaching any
significance to coincidence
then they must be already
thinking of another league
and championship double
in 1970,

For in 1960 and again In

1968 the Ulstermen pre-
faced their All-Ireland
championship victories

over Kerry with wins ear-
lier in the year in the final
of the National Football
League. Now they are
again in the league final
and must be strong favour-
ites to win.

Down’'s path to the lea-
gue finals of 1960, 68 and
*70 has been almost along
identical lines. In all
three years they had lost
heavily in the previous
year’s championship. In
1959 it was against Galway
in the All-Ireland semi-
final; in 1967 against Cavan
in the Ulster Final and in
1969 it was again against
Cavan at the same stage of

—

Another
Double

the championship.

Three men have shared
in all these ups and downs
in the fortunes of the
Mournemen — Dan McCar-
tan, Joe Lennon and Sean
O'Neill. Coach to the
Down teams during all that
time was Gerry Browne
and surely this is no co-
incidence. Many people
associated with the emer-
gence of Down as a foot-
ball force have been idol-
ised at different times but
it is doubtful if ever due
credit has been accorded Lo
Gerry Brown for his care-
ful planning and his ability
to get his players to carry
out his thinking on the
field.

When it comes to win-
ning League titles Down
are only in the halfpenny
place (if there is such a
place nowadays) in com-
parison to Mayo. And yet
for all their titles it 1s am-
azing that Mayo have not
appeared in a final since

1954 when they flew home
Dr. Padraigh Carney from
America for the game
against Carlow. In those
days this was almost a
sensation.

In the West they honest-
ly will not believe you if
you try to make a case for
Down in this year’s final.
After all they say, haven't
Mayo beaten All-Ireland
champions Kerry twice in
this year’s competition and
runners-up Offaly twice
also so what more could
you ask than that.

And for good measure
they whacked the whiz
kids from Derry in the
semi-final even if it was
only by a point in the end.

The trouble for Mayo is
that Down will hardly
leave it until the last five
minutes to win their game
as Derry tried to do, so it
looks like the first leg of
the double for Tom O’Hare
and his men.

How they got there

DOWN lost to Antrim 0-12 to 1-7; beat Meath 2-8 to i'-?;. beat Louth 3-5 to 0-8; beat Louth
2.3 to 0-8° drew with Westmeath, 2-7 each; beat Westmeath 1-13 to 1-7; beat Louth 0-9 to

0-7: beat Kildare, 1-11 to 2-3.

MAYO beat Tipperary, 2-13 to 0-8; beat Kerry 1-11 to 0-12; beat Offaly 1-9 to 0-9; beat Offaly
2.17 to 0-8: beat Tipperary 3-3 to 0-4; lost to Kerry, 0-12 to 0-4; beat Clare 3-11 to O-5; beat
Kerry 0-10 to 1-5; beat Derry 1-11 to 2-7.



John O'Grady Takes A Look At

PORTSWRITING is a pretty antique trade, For as

long as people have been running, fighting, jumping

and generally playing competitive games, there have

been pen-wielding observers to report their deeds to the

absentees, to do a little quiet boasting about their correct

forecasts or some lame explaining-away of ones that
went astray.

The first sportswriter was smarter. He just stuck to
the bare facts of the contest and never obtruded his per-
sonal impressions. That was the unknown sacred writer
who reported on the David - Goliath affair in the Book
of Kings. The result was a good one for the bookmakers
and made sensational reading in the morning papers of
the day.

The tradition of anonymity has been more or less
abandoned. When 1 was younger, the great names in
Gaelic sports journalism were people like “Carbery”,
“Green Flag”, “Moltoir” and the like. Now it’s plain
John D., Mick, Paddy and Val. Of course, the players,
officials and the insiders generally knew very well who
was hiding under the pen names — Mehigan, Coughlan
and the rest. But to the general public, the man was
obscured by the pen-name.

The loss of anonymity is a pity, in one sense. The
reader nowadays is very conscious that he is getting only
the fallible personal views of a known individual. In
the older days the reports had an air of impersonal
authority and objective wisdom about them. Lack of the
agreeable personal writer-to-reader touch was compen-
sated for by the feeling of oracular correctness. This has
gone by the board nowadays, when the first person pro-
noun appears all over the place.

The job is not all glamour, as any of its practitioners
can tell you. The endless quest for information, the mul-
titude of ’phone-calls here, there and everywhere; the
need to keep a delicate balance between diplomacy and
candour in one’s writings, the weekly chore of travelling
to venues far or near — all these, and others, soon take
the gloss off seeing one’s stuff in print or one’s by-line
at the head of it.

A reporter can seldom enjoy a match in the same way
as the fellow on the terrace. He is doing too much
analysing and mental phrase-making at the time to be
able to relax and take it in as an entertainment. He is
also jotting down notes that would be indecipherable to
anyone else.

And it's usually as he bends to make a note that some-
thing dramatic happens in the way of a move, a score or
It is a help that his colleagues are

just a plain row.

generally alongside him and so he can exchange snippets
of information, clean up the matter of “who got that
one” or spot a positional switch,

There are those who feel that we would get more
interesting reports if the writers were all stationed well
apart from one another. Being close together can lead to
a sort of “common denominator” sort of agreed impres-
sion, whereas wide -separation should produce more
healthy variation of opinion.

Press-boxes, or the general lack of them; is an old
grouse among the writers. Croke Park’s new stand has
a very fine one, but elsewhere they are more or less non-
existent. Sitting behind a side-line table, the writers are
at the haphazard mercy of the weather and the move-

. ments of the crowd, who often hide the arena from view
as they make an early departure along the line.

G.A.A. Writers

In

The Press Box at Croke Park

One of the biggest hazards they face is the touchiness
of counties and players. A breach of relations with
these could be awkward and lead to a drought in infor-
mation. That lamentable Tipperary Board v Press row
of two years ago is a good illustration. There have
been other cases of bad feeling between particular coun-
ties and individual writers. But time heals them all
pretty thoroughly.

Most of the trouble arises out of rough play and in-
cidents. A writer who ventures to criticise one side
more than the other is not going to be popular for a
while, however correct he may be, Accusations of bias
are a natural outcome., To be fair to the writers, they
never claim to be giving more than their own opinions as
individuals or that they know more about the game than
anyone else.

It is not generally realised what a comprehensive
service our national papers give in their games reports.
No English paper gives, or could give, a report on every
single major soccer game. They select the ones that are
of most regional interest in the area served by the parti-
cular edition. But in Ireland we expect the dailies to
report every intercounty game and this they do, insofar
as space permits.

1 have referred already to the things that mar a
writer's enjoyment of the game. Be he can’t enjoy the
immediate aftermath, the inquests and debates that rage
after the last whistle. If he’s from the national papers,
he's got to do his stuff more or less at once and get it
away to head office.

So he writes under severe pressure of time. In these
exacting circumstances, the standard of reporting is very
high. The provincial people can relax and reflect, being
under no such pressure.

As they are constantly giving judgments on players’
performances I think the national writers could for once,

submit to a little assessment of their own work, So here

goes. .
John D. Hickey can, at times, be little florid in style

but he has the cardinal virtue of communicating enfhass

iasm to the reader. As well as that, he is easily the most
courageous in voicing a view that could draw both ire
and fire. :

Paddy Downey's style is the most urbane of the “big
four” . .. in keeping with the tone and tradition of his
paper, which is in the uppercrust Fleet St. vein,

Mick Dunne I find harder to categorise and, candidly,
lacking in personal flavour. Which is not to doubt the
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soundness of his judgment of man or match.

Val Dorgan is easily the best of them from a hurler’s
point of view, since he is more apt to relate his com-
ments to styles and tactics as seen in the particular
pame. This, of course, traces back to his Glen Rovers
days and gives extra weight to his work.

Between daily and Sunday G.A.A. material, there is a
vast gulf, in my opinion, and one more to the credit of
the dailies. The Sunday’s have gone miles too far in
aping the more sensational, ink-splashing cross-channel
variety. This is a development of the past Decade.

Up to then, you could find sensible previews of the

D. Carroll

J. D. Hickey

day’s big games, Now you are bombarded with head-
lines black enough to announce a World War, at least.
I've seen headlines that took up more space than the
“story” below. Instead of sane and solid material on the
games of the day we tend to get a load of froth.

Just take a hard peep at any of the Irish “Sundays™
nowadays and see the miserable proportion of the G.A.A.
space devoted to the actual games, by comparison with
the amount given to some “topic of the moment.” You've
got to search to find out what's on.

One practice they. have more or less dropped — and no
harm — is the article allegedly written by some “name”
player; filled with prédictable cliches about their “‘respect
for-the opposition” and their confidence in victory “by
a few points”.
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Dubtex
designs

Dubtex leads the way into the exciting new decade with up-to-the-minute
styles to suit the most discerning men. Subtlely shaped topcoats take top
honours in the 70 Collection — the Man-About-Town Coat, the DB Townie
Coat (illustrated) and the SB Coachman Coat. These are just a few of the
outstanding models from the Topcoat range designed by Mr. Chaudhry of
the Tailor and Cutter, London. Two handsome attractions in the Dubtex car
coat range are the Single-Breasied and the Double-Breasted Car Coats. A
full range of boy’'s and youth's coats and suits and men’s slacks complete
the Dubtex ‘70 Collection.

DUBTEX

CLOTHING LIMITED
22, Wellington Quay,
Dublin. Phone 778908

Menswear

UNTIL recently, menswear must have been one of

Ireland’s most frustrating industries ! The manu-
facturers were inhibited onh all sides by consumer atti-
tudes — traditionally conservative — and a general lack
of dress consciousness which kept style standards well
behind those of other European markets. Indeed, when
it came to Irishmen and fashion, it seemed that never

the twain would meet !

However, the Irish Mens-
wear Council set up in 1967
by the textile and manu-
facturing industries, chan-
ged all that in an incred-
ibly short time, for today
at least 60 per cent of our
menfolk are openly fashion
conscious and the other 40
per cent are becoming in-
creasingly so.

P —— e ——— e

BY PETER DALY
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The Council which col-
lects and evaluates data on
colour, fabric and style
trends, brings to Ireland
the wvery best features of
current international mens-
wear fashions. Conse-
quently, our manufacturers
are producing styled gar-
ments comparable to any
other country in the world.
This was proved recently
when the twenty-five Irish
menswear manufacturers,
who attended the Inter-
national Men’s and Boys’
Wear Exhibition (under the
sponsorship of C.T.T.) re-
turned home from London,
with firm orders in the re-
gion of £250,000, with fol-
low up orders in excess of
£800,000. When I say that
the Exhibition attracted
buvers from all over the
world, you will see what I
mean.

Magee's of Donegal are
one of the firms who have
been directly responsible
for persuading Irishmen to
adopt  more colourful
clothes. Their fabulous
tweeds cover a wide range
of autumnal colouring, as
well as the new range of
shades and designs in those
lighter greys and fawn
beiges so popular even in
late autumn. Magee's have
indeed put our native Irish
tweeds on the international
market and their wool/
cashmere and mohair light-
weight yarn combines firm-
ness and durability with
the lightweight character
now demanded by the mod-
ern Irishman as well as by
the international traveller.

Dubtex (clothing) Ltd.
are another Irish firm who
are also well-known out-
side Ireland. They have
become known as the lead-
ing trouser makers in Ire-
land — in fact “Dubtex” is
a household word here.
They concentrate, above all
on good cutting, without
which, of course, a garment
will never look elegant or
keep its shape. As well as
suits, sports jackets and
overcoats for adults, Dub-
tex are also responsible for

Taleraft — comfortable,
practical, imaginative and
smart wear for boys — age
6-12 years.

It is interesting to note
that the Menswear Indus-
try in Ireland is comprised
of 60 outerwear — over-
coats, jackets, suits and
slack manufacturers, back-
ed up by 8 lining manufact-
urers and 13 mills. 1 spoke
to Mr. S. M. O'Sullivan,
Director, Seafield Fabrics
Ltd., who make linings for
most of the mens trade in
this country—and some for
export. "In order to Keep
abreast of the fashion,” he
said, we must manufac-
ture fabric which is inter-
nationally acceptable, and
believe it or not the men’s
trade is also subject to the
dictates of fashion.”

He went on to say that
over the last twenty years
there has been a very ap-
preciable change in the
type and construction of
men’s linings, and as well
as the fabric, colour is of
the wutmost importance.
“Indeed,” he continued
“the fact that we export
linings is evidence that we
are up to date and our
plant — we warp, weave,
dye and finish our own fab-
ric — is the most modern
in the British Isles.”

SHOPPING GUIDE

First of all, it is well to
keep in mind that men’s
clothes this year have a
long, lean relaxed look . . .
clothes which can be worn

Style

anywhere and which will
look “right” in Geneva,
New York or Dublin. Con-
sequently, suits have a
longer and straighter line,
very  slightly  waisted.
Shoulders are narrower
and sleeves slimmer, lapels
larger and slightly curved.

Sports jackets are again
slim-cut — 2 buttoned —
with wide rolling lapels.
Pockets are set high with
deep flaps to give jacket
a “long” effect. This is
an ideal style for the big
checks — high fashion at
present — and is also suit-
able for a single breasted
blazer with patch pockets.

The double breasted
blazer is cut longer which
allows a wider opening to
show plenty of shirt and
tie.

Trousers this vear are
more flaired — the flair
starting just above the
knee. Instead of belt loops
the *“in” look is a back
strap and buckle set below
the waist band. Turn-ups
are optional, and, it is in-
teresting to note, are not
too popular with any of
the Irishmen whose opinion
1 have asked ! Incidentally,
choose a wide toed shoe to
suit this style.

The overcoat may be
worn in different forms. (i)
The trenchcoat is revived
by cutting it as a fitted
coat — making it neat and
elegant. It should have a
long cavalry vent at the
back, a wide belt and
stitching along the edge.
(ii) The fitted coat is ideal
for all twilled cloths. Worn
with an open and low-set
Prussian collar with long
points.  Prussion collars
are really fashionable. The
coat should be close fitting
over the chest, slightly
waisted and slightly flaired

CLOTHES to please you .

JOHN

DALY

ENNIS
ALL LEADING BRANDS STOCKED

12 PARNELL STREET.

Tel. 21939

P. McELHINNY

DRAPER
*
Main Stockists of all DUBTEX range in Athy

Tel.: TRIM 32112 - 046

BE CORRECTLY DRESSED
FROM HEAD TO TOE . . .

KELLY’S MALLOW

COMPLETE LADIES’, GENTS’, CHILDREN'S
OUTFITTERS

Telephone : Mallow 21227/21425
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at the bottom. (iii) The
raglan coat so beloved of
men has been updated, by
slimming down the shoul-
ders and sleeves. (iv) The
car coat is another current
lancer style. The latter is
No. 1 on the fashion list.

The evening suit — al-
ways romantic—has chan-
ged a lot in the last de-
cade. This year style gives
it long, pointed lapels with
thin silk braiding along the
edges. This style is ideal
for black mohair or black
velvet. Because it is so
simple and underplayed, an
elaborate shirt in lace,
voile, crepe or linen can be
worn with it.

The above are a few fas-
hion pointers to keep in
mind when next you go
shopping. (And if you need
moral support bring the
“woman” in your life with
you — she will know all
the answers).

Of course, to most men
buying a new suit is a big
occasion and here are a
few questions to ask your-
self before you make the
big decision.

“Will the new suit be
suitable for a wide variety
of occasions ?" “Will the
colour blend with most of
my shirts, ties and shoes ?”
“Does it fit properly ?”
(Most suits are much too
big).

The most serviceable suit
and one which best an-
swers some of these gques-
tions for most individuals
is a mid-grey suit with a
textured interest . . .2
hopsack or a flannel. For

better buy than a pattern-
ed one. NOTE: Never buy
a suit unless the trousers
fit properly — no matter
how nicely the jacket sits.

ACCESSORIES

Mo matter how good your
basic wardrobe is, a careful
choice of accessories is
necessary to show it off to
the best advantage. The
style conscious man must
build up a wide selection of
shirts and ties to highlight
his suit, sports jacket,
blazer and trousers. Even
the man with the limited
wardrobe can stretch it
very far by the careful use
of accessories.

As a general rule, buy

dark coloured shirts and
bright coloured ties. The
main “fashion” idea Iis,

however, to find a shirt
and tie with the same basic
colour; as long as both of
these have the same colour
theme you can wear them
with almost any coloured
suit or sports outfit. In
fact, some manufacturers
are producing shirts with a
matching tie in the same
fabric. Blue shirts are of-
ten the most serviceable —
a plain navy tie, a cream
tie or a black tie can be
worn with them.

And the last bit of ad-
vice is — find a style or
colour which really suits
you and wear it all the
time. It is better not to
experiment, just stick to
the same look and buy new
versions of it, instead of

the man on a limited bud- following every Ilatest
get a plain suit should be a “gimmick”.
G. O'TOOLE
ARKLOW
Main Stockists of all Dubtex and Talcraft Ranges
Tel.: Arklow 2468 - 0402 Prop.: Mr. O'Toole
For DUBTEX

AND OTHER LEADING BRANDS

PATSY DOYLE

BRIDGE STREET, COOTEHILL

Co. Cavan

FOR ALL LEADING BRANDS

OF

MENSWEAR

PATRICK DURKIN

MAIN STREET,
GRANARD

Tel.

6552
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This sand-coloured single-breasted suit is from the
1970 range of Crimplene for men. It has a nice heavy-
ribbed texture and good style points.

C. COLLINS & SONS

9 NORTH EARL STREET

Also

4 CAPEL STREET
Telephone : 43320

Seafield Fabrics
Limited

the leading suppliers to

the trade of modern and fashionable
linings for menswear fashions in

Ireland and abroad

A
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HAWLEY’S HOUSE
FOR MEN

6 DUBLIN STREET,
CARLOW

THE COMPLETE MEN’'S OUTFITTERS

Tel.. CARLOW 41113

ALWAYS CALL FOR A REAMSWEAR
OVERALL or JEANS

Stuckist.in all leading Towns in Ireland

REAMS MANUFACTURERS
2 Haymarket, Dublin
Telephone 775057

BE SUITED . . .
' TO YOUR TASTE

DAN NEYLON

17 MARKET STREET, ENNIS

Telephone 21437

DRESS N STYLEZo e,
SHOP AT

SEAN BURKE

11a EARL STREET, DUNDALK

Personal Supervision Tel. 4089
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Magee play it cool in woel! They bring their
magtr:rgl t.':?ir' masculine colour to hghr._er
weight as well as normal weight business
and casual suits, jackets and slacks. Magee
handle wool with a skill few can match, in
styling just as in the use of colour.

Magee two and three-piece suits,
sports jackets and slacks are superbly
tailored in a choice of cloths.

They're in good men’s shops now.

All Magee trousers are durably creased.
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I wasn't at Congress. When

I heard beforehand that
duty would be calling me
elsewhere on Easter Sun-
day, 1 was quite disappoin-
ted. Because this, to me,
was going to be the big one,
the watershed for the
G.A.A.,, when thinking
would finally be based on
the future and not ex-
clusively on the past. In
years to come, 1 felt, we'd
reminisce and say “The
real change for the better
came in Galway back in
1970.” God help my inno-
cence !

The worst episode must
have been that extraordin-
ary decision about the vot-
ing of delegates at Con-
gress.  Surely, by the very
definition of the word, a
delegate is one who is dele-
gated to represent the
views and opinions of the
county that sent him to
Congress in the first place.
These views and opinions
should be 'made known
very clearly to the dele-
gates before they set off; a
special meeting of the
County Board is the way to
do this, with each motion

for Congress being voted
on and a decision reached.
It would be interesting to
know how many county
boards instructed their de-
legates on how to vote at
Galway . . . I doubt if there
were many.

But this is missing the
most alarming aspect of
the affair. By the vote at
Congress, it appears that a
delegate may vote any way
he likes ! Presumably this
means that a man may
vote against a motion pro-
posed even by his own
county. I know there is a
precedent for this, but I
don’t feel it’s a good idea.

With this type of think-
ing, Jack Lynch could tell
his constituents in Cork
that he intended doing one
thing if returned to the
Dail, and then go off and
do the exact opposite.
Neither Jack Lynch nor the
Dail would have much res-
pect after this, and the
same might happen to the
G.A.A. freelance delegate
and Congress.

You might as well an-
nounce out straight that
the Easter weekend will, in

future, be devoted to a trip
for the lucky {mefs_ to an
interesting and often en-
tertaining debate, W}th the
final voting depending on
each individual’s reaction
to the colour of the pro-
poser’s hair, or his taste In
ties, or even his accent.

The whole thing is gross-
ly unfair to those county
delegations who go 1o ‘the
trouble of voting according
to the wishes of their
countymen. Maybe I'm
making too much of the
issue, but it seems another
example of the slobbery
way of doing things that is
the curse of the Associa-
tion, and it's hard to justify
it as democratic.

My heart really goes out
to the members of the Ru-
les Revision Committee.

Here they were, a bunch of
football

knowledgeable

Paddy Ryan and John Dowling . .

men, invited (invited, mark
you) to see if they could
offer any suggestions about
improving the game. They
came from every part of
the country, and they
worked hard at the job.
Some of their ideas may
have been hard to agree
with, but they must have
been made with good rea-
son , . . imagine saying that
Sean O'Neill or John Dowl-
ing or Weeshie Murphy,
just to mention three of
them, don’t know anything
about football.

But the whole set of re-
commendations was shot
down in flames. All right,
I'd say, if we were going
to have to live with them
for five long wyears, but
a trial period of one year
was allowable. Yet the
changes didn’t get even the
courtesy of a trial! If the
members of that ill-treated

mmmmm

. their suggestions were

rejected.

Democracy ... To Be Taken
‘With. A Grain Of Salt!

“Weeshie” Murphy

committee never accepted
another invitation again 1
wouldn’t blame them
would you?

The funniest comment I
heard was in an interview
with a delegate who had
voted against the larger
square, or parallelogram or
rectangle or whatever it is;
he was against it because
it would be impossible for
referees to administer the
rule. In the name of heaven,
why?

The acceptance of an
eighty-minute game for the
bigger occasions means
nothing at all, since it is
hardly a playing rule. No,
I think the suggested chan-

ges were worth a fair trial,
and now we really are
stuck with the present
trend towards negative
football for at least five
more long years, during
which time two World Cup
soccer series will be on our
screens — in colour!

Finally, how can you jus-
tify wvoting against the
handpass? Don’t say It is
an innovation: after all,
Kerry won sixteen of their
All-Ireland titles while the
handpass was legal. Could
it be that we're getting
afraid to change anything
at all? Pat Fanning has a
tough job ahead of him
right enough,

OUR LADY OF LOURDES HOSPITAL, DROGHEDA. This up-to-

date hospital is run by the Medical Missionaries of Mary and has
special teaching facilities for the treatment of tropical diseases. It is one
of the many hospitals to benefit from the fund to which Irish Hospitals’

Sweepstakes "have curq::ibuted over eighty six million pounds. You, too,
might benefit from a ticket in the Sweep.

Irish Sweeps Derby
Sweepstake

'NUMEROUS FIRST PRIZES OF [ #4510 X0 L0 10)

IRISH HOSPITALS' SWEEPSTAKES, BALLSBRIDGE, DUBI.’.'IH. 4

Braxcit SWEEP OFFICES: CoORE, S1160, GALWAY AND 9-11 Grarron St., Dusnin 2

TICKETS (1 EACH

CLOSING DATE JUNE 2

Caps

‘For God’s sake Joe, keep the ball a bit lower the next time!’
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Dublin And Longford Go On 'Irial

THE meeting of Longford and Dublin in the first round
of the Leinster senior football championship at Mul-
lingar on May 17 is of more than ordinary interest to the

keen student of football.

Both teams are very debatable

quantities at the present time, but for very different

reasons.
team.

Dublin have to all intents and purposes a new
Of the old guard of the 'sixties, only Mick Kel-
leher, Jimmy Keaveney and Shay O’Connor are left.

The

remainder have been recruited from the under-age ranks
of Dublin club football, an area of football where it is
very easy for a young player to get lost in the wilderness.

It is an unusual Dublin
team in that its sternest
critics are its own suppor-
ters. Despite a promising
run in the league, the or-
dinary Dublin man still has
no time for this outfit.

Maybe it is because there
is no Heffernan, Freaney or
Whelan on the team, or
maybe because the once
mighty St. Vincents, who
once had fourteen players
on the Dublin team in 4

league final, are now re-
presented only by Jimmy
Keaveney.

Whatever the reason,
this present Dublin side
has a long way to go be-
fore proving itself. And
yet, on closer analysis,
there is evidence unmistak-
ably, of great potential
among the present panel of
players. When they com-
menced training for the
first time as a group last
Qctober, under Kevin Hef-
fernan, they started at the
very bottom of the scale.

Then gradually, they be-

When people get togetherovera ... §
Guinness, notice how hellos become g
warmer, mtmdu ctions become frlenc]]ler,
smiles become curvier.

That’s the togetherness
in Guinness. Notice it over your next
Guinness. Guinness says so much
sowell. And so {astefuujr.

Theres more than goodness n Guumess

gan to move up Wwith
three successive league vic-
tories over Monaghan, Ar-
magh and Westmeath, none
of whom admittedly took a
great deal of beating.
Nevertheless these wins
gave the wyoung - Dublin
players the impetus to put
more effort into their
homework, with such good
effect that they should
have beaten Louth in their

divisional semi-final, in-
stead of drawing with
them.

In the replay they
failed, as they had in the
drawn game, through in-
experience,

That was on March 24,
and since then the home-
work has been continued
without a break. Since last
October  these - Dublin
players have been attend-
ing training on Tuesday and
Thursday nights, as well as
on Saturday afternoons.
That's an awrul lot of train-
ing in any man’s reckoning
and must bear fruit in
teamwork and combination,
A longtime Dublin problem
of too much club activity
cutting across the training
of the county players has
been largely solved by the
players this year' agreeing
to give preference to their
county preparations.

Of course, all this pre--

paration will be useless if
the talent is not there, but,
in Dublin, they have few
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Mick Hopkins

worries in this respect.
There is an abundance of
young talent in the city
and only a small share of
it 1s in training under
Kevin Heffernan. Of the
newcomers, perhaps the
four players on the panel
from the progressive north-
side club Raheny are the
best example of the new-

| look Dublin team.

For pure football skills,
you couldn’t ask for better
than David Hickey or Pat

Leahy, while Pat Gogarty,

the former Belcamp star,
and Kevin Hegarty have
that other wital attribute
for championship football—
physical toughness. The
same -can be said for wing
half-back Pat O'Neill, who
has improved out.of all.ras
cognition during the past
twelve months.

On the other side of the
scale, there iz Longford.
Even their most ardent
supporter would not claim
that youth is on their side
this year. Two years ago,

Jimmy Keaveney . .

when they won their only
Leinster championship, se-
veral players were gener-
ally believed to be on their
last chance, but it is a safe
bet that many of these will
apain wear the royal blue
against Dublin on May 17.

It is a strange fact about
Longford that they never
achieved anything note-
worthy since that Leinster
success of 1968, despite
the fact that they have
practically the same panel
of players available. This
year they departed from
the League at an early
stage and remained idle for
over two months.

However, they have been
training since the middle of
April, with former player
Mickey Kelly, Whether they
left it too late in starting or
not, only May 18 will tell.

Mick Higgins has the dis-
tinction of having coached
a team to Croke Park for
an All-Ireland semi-final
for the past three years —
Cavan in 1967 and ’69 and
Longford in '68. Since he
is no longer in charge of
Cavan or Longford his
chance of a four-timer has
gone.

On the score of experi-
ence, Longford have the
edge over any other Lein-
ster county. Larry Gillen,
Brendan and Pat Barden,
Mick Hopkins, Jimmy
Flynn, Tom Mulvihill and
Sean Donnelly should be
clever enough now to get

. one of Dublin’s old brigade.

themselves' out of many
awkward situations in a
tough Leinster champion-
ship game and Longford
will be banking heavily on
this for their meeting with
the younger and definitely
faster Dublin players.

It is an unusually inter-
esting first round game,
with both teams going on
trial but for different rea-
sons. For Dublin, it is a
test of their inexperience;
for Longford it is a test of
their experience. The fact
that the game is fixed for
Mullingar is a major boost
for Longford, since this
venue is practically home
ground for them, while, at
the same time, it 15 not a
lucky venue for Dublin.

Yes, May 17 in Cusack
Park, Mullingar, should be
a very interesting @ after-
noon, indeed.

Ireland’s Premier
woman’'s magazine

IRISHWOMAN'S
JOURNAL

On Sale Monthly
at your local
newsagent

Price 2/-

Dee-Hill

shirts for men
with more taste
than money
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Danny Kelly

e

Meet the Stars No. "o ouR

Danny Kelly is a 25-year-old tailor from Downpatrick
and his ready wit has often been a great help to the
Down team. He won an All-Ireland medal in 1968 and

. hopes for another one this year.

John Quigley is the third member of the Quigley fam-
ily from Rathnure to star for Wexford hurlers and is
easily distinguished by his flaming red hair. He also plays
football for Wexford. Martin is an employee of the Agri-
cultural Credit Corporation in Harcourt Street, Dublin.

John Murphy is 22 and plays with the Newry Sham-
rocks club. He works in the Town Hall, Newry and is a
nephew of the Down secretary T. P. Murphy.

Pat Henderson is 27 and a employee of Kilkenny De-
sign Workshop. A county minor in 1960, he came on to
the senior team in 1964 and played at centre half-back
in Kilkenny’s senior All-Ireland victories of 1967 and last

ear.
4 John Horgan . .. a 19-year-old member of the Black-
rock club, who played in the All-Ireland minor hurling
finals of 1966, '67 and ’68 and seems set for a lengthy stay
on the Cork senior side.

Jimmy Duggan from the Corofin club will be one of
Galway’s main hopes when Connacht championship time
comes around. Jimmy works in the National Bank in Gal-
way. Here he is seen receiving treatment for an injury.

Aidan Richardson was captain and midfielder on the
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Pat Henderson

John Horgan

uhn Quigley

YOUNGER READERS

Sligo minor team beaten narrowly in the 1968 All-Irelant
final. A player of fine physique, he is now securing hi
place on Sligo’s senior side.

Pictured here having a chat are Donie O'Sullivai
(Kerry) and Mick Hopkins (Longford), both of whor
are teachers in Dublin and also former classmates in 5
Patrick’s College, Maynooth. Hopkins plays with Clor
guish and O’'Sullivan with East Kerry and The Spa.

Kerry defenders Mick Morris and Paud O'Donoghut
Morris will next month be sitting for his final engineerin
examinations at U.C.C. O’Donoghue, a B.Comm. graduat
of U.C.D. is a vocational teacher and is also a keen fo
lower of horse and dog racing.

Justin McCarthy, from Passage, broke his leg a wee
hefore last year’s hurling final and has not played sinc
However, he is now back in training and hopes to b
hurling again before very long.

Joey Mabher, is one of the few Irishmen ever to becom
world champion in any sport. He won the World Hant
ball title in New York in 1967 and will be Ireland’s mai
hope of a world title when the championships are hel
in Croke Park next October.

Tom Colleary, who plays alongside his brother Jim ¢
the Sligo team, is a student of St. Patrick’s College, Ma;
nooth, while Jim is a student in All-Hallows College.
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Rent a New Car from . ..

SOUTH EAST CAR RENTALS
NEW ROSS, CO. WEXFORD

Telephone 21550

WE MEET YOU AT ANY POINT OF ENTRY — AIRPORT OR
DOCK — AT NO EXTRA CHARGE

Write today for our brochure
Also at 49 THE QUAY, WATERFORD. Telephone 5224

SLATTERY’S CAR HIRE

SELF DRIVE CARS

FERMOY

NEW CARS — LOW RATES

PEARSE SQUARE. Fermoy 38

OPEL MAIN DEALERS =
EDENDERRY MOTOR WORKS

(Tommy Cullen)

" Large Selection of Used Cars always in stock

EDENDERRY, CO. OFFALY

:TeL: Edenderry 147

Mc Cahills Garage

LARGE STOCK OF
NEW AND REMOULD TYRES

ALL MAKES AVAILABLE
FREE FITTING

KEENEST PRICES

Toombeola Roundstone Bailinafad

~Tel.: Ballinafad (Galway) 11

Unlike the “ Victim' a wise man would go to a reputable
Car Dealer who would, of course, insist on Powerpak.

' POWERPAK

LIMITED

Car Battery Manufacturers, Auto-Electrical
.. Engineers and General Motor Factors

1 05 Cluﬁskeagh i
" "Road

713A Percy Place
Dublin 4.

Telephone : 694766 Telephone : 67805

',-_'NEW and REMOULD TYRES
MOREMILES TYRE
~ 'SERVICE

MORGAN. STREET, WATERFORD
Sl - Telephone 5367

Branches at: BLACKPOOL, BALLINCOLLIG, and

- MITCHELSTOWN
P'.!I Depots Open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Saturday

Eatteries, all sizes, at vastly reduced prices

USED CARS:

How To Find

Befare you set off on the

long, weary trail to
purchase a used car, there

are a number of points to ' &

bear in mind, especially if
you are a novice at the bus-
iness. Firstly, it would be
wise to dispel the idea from
mind that all the glitering
automobiles that you in-
spect are bargains. The
simple fact is that not all
used cars are such.

Granted you will now and
then come across a real bar-
gain but this will probably
be after you have viewed
quite a few. The majority
of sensible people do not
part with their cars while
they are running well, ex-
cept for some exceptional
reasons. But then, as well,
there is the minority who
do. They trade-in because
they simply require a
change or wish to const-

antly have a current model.

Another piece of walu-
able advice is that unless
you are an expert at detec-

One of the more reliable used car bargains .

ting hidden faults and
blemishes in a car, take
somebody along with you
who is. He will ensure that

You get a Flying START with

a Lucas Battery

X.L. Battery &
Electrical

Service
Ltd.

JOHN'S GREEN, KILKENNY

Telephone : 21247
LUCAS and C.A.V. AGENTS

M. Lanigan, Proprietor

Lucas Lights Your Way to Safety

MULGRAVE

SERVICE

STATION

Prop.: Seamus Donnellan

LIMERIEK
Telephone : 47438

TYRES

New — All Popular Makes and Sizes
LESS 331%

REMOULDS — Less 409,

FREE FITTING
It will Pay You to gove us a call

A Bargain

you will not be easy prey to
some smooth-talking sales-
man who convinces you
that he 'is doing you a fav-
our,

Before you set off to pur-
chase the care of your
dreams, know to within a
few pounds how much you
are prepared to pay. If you
fancy something in the
“banger” class then don’t
fork out something like
£200. Young enthusiasts
buying their first car often
start off with something in
the £40 - £60 bracket and
this is probably the best
way of learning the prob-
lems of motoring.

However, if your figure
is less than £200 then keep
an extra £50 in reserve. At
that level you're probably
going to need it, maybe not
in the first six months, but
fairly soon afterwards. Ap-
art from the price, have a
clear idea of what size, h.p.
rating and even which
model you want. If you
have made up your mind
before entering the sales-
room don’t allow anybody
to talk you into another
model.

Top of the grades is the
twelve-month to two-years
old car which are to.be
found in established gar-

ages and are usually trade-,

ins by the garage’s regular
customers who buy new
cars at roughly 2-year in-
tervals. There is a big
significance in the one-ow-

ner car. In nine cases out -
of ten you can be sure that

it has heen carefully driv-
en, and it is probably more
important that it has been
handled carefully on the
road, than that it has been
serviced carefully — even

. . a8 Mercedes.

in the best garage. As well
as that people who change
their cars regularly nor-
mally keep them at their
best.

The one-owner model re-
presents a big difference
from anything else in the
used-car line and naturally
it commands the highest
price. It is usual to pay ab-
out 75 per cent to 80 per
cent of the new-car price
for a model like this and
usually such cars are good
value at that. That is ass-
uming that it is not more
than two years old, In its
third year it will drop an-
other 10 to 15 per cent.

Books, some large ones,
have been written on this
subject without exhausting
all the possibilities, so a
page leaves somewhat less
scope. 1 might suggest
some reasonably good buys,
like 100 E Anglias or Pre-
fects (cheap), 105E Ang-
lias (between ‘60 and ’64),
B.M.C. Minis (after '63),
Minors, Fiats 600’s (after
'62). There are a few rare
ones too, like the Fiat 1800
(’62 and ’63), the old Mk,
2 Consul (a great car),
Rovers of nearly any age,
Mercedes and Citroens.

However, before you
commit yourself always
ask to see the car’s tax
book and decide as nearly
as possible how much you
intend to spend. If you are
considering a particular
model, which is recom-
mendable, get as many ow-
ners' experiences as pos-
+sible of it before you make
. up your mind and don’t buy

something that you did not

intend to purchase. Your
job should be less hazard-
ous if you follow these
arules.’ R T e

S
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A Man Who Has Worked With Him For Many Years Describes:

The Heart and Soul of Pat Fannin

T gave me considerable personal satisfaction to

know that Padraig O Fainin had been elected to
the Association's highest office. But, it also
gave me satisfaction of a less selfish nature be-
cause I am convinced that the best man has been
chosen, the man who can and will, if permitted,
do most for the Association in the next three
yvears. I knew O Fainin, by reputation, even before
I ever got to directly confront his impressive
personality, and still longer before 1 came to work
with him in some of his varied fields of activity
for the Association.

What manner of man is he? Eleciric. Bring
him along anywhere something has to be done
for the G.A.A. and .plug -him in — he whirls into
instant action, Keeps on at top speed, and never
switches off or breaks down unless some extrinsic
apency switches him off or causes the current to
fail. If you were to forget to switch him off before
vou went to bed at night, there is no doubt that
he would be there, fresh as paint and glowing,
still on top voltage, in the moming.

Like most things electric, he creates ¢ local
heat that can be felt by all those close enouzh; it
is a-great consolation in cold and hard tirnes, stit-
.ring the bload in those wlio are chilled; it seems
superfluous and a little annoying to those already
PEFSPITINE.

There are conductors and non--nnductors. To
the conductors, he passes a poweriul and constant
charge, expecting that it be passed on through
other conductors. In the non-conductors, he set:
up a resistance, generates an amount ol heat anc
sometimes fire. But, none can really be uncon-
scious. of his presence or without regard for his
activities and influences.

Fanning has a long term of allegiance behind
him; his pr:rs{;:-nal $im:EriL3.r and conviction is
without question. He is absclutely convinced that
the G.A.A. is the vehicle in which he must make
his contribution to his country's welfare; and he is
absolutely convinced, likewise, of the necessity to
give such service and dedication to his country.
to uphold its integrity, to forward its sense oi
purpose, to maintain its identity.

He is, therefore, in the perfect mental position
for his job — there will never be a doubt aiou
the wvalidity of the Association’s work and it
importance in Fanning's mind. He is an ally t:
be sought and an opponent to be feared, because
of this certainty.

The greater part of his life has been tied up
with the G.A.A. He would admit that almost all
his leisure time has been devoted to it as the
vears went by, and that a stage of things has now
arrived when he takes on a job which is of greater
significance for the welfare of the country as a
whole, in a part-time unpaid capacity, while con-
tinuing in his local government position for the
salary which keeps himself and his family in
reasonable comfiort.

He lives in one of the front rows of houses on
the huge housing development in Waterford city;
the area is named the Cork road, and it is not
without some ribbing from his colleagues that
Fanning — the dyed in the wool Waterford man —
has had to confess to such an address.

It is a neat and comfortable house, immacul-
ately kept by his wife, a woman of extraordinary
charm, and a living lie to the modern thesis of
total emancipation., Her joy in her husband’s
success on the way to the top has been her reward;
if it were not so, Fanning could not be where he
is today.

On the days of the Congress and thﬂqe im-
mediately after, the Fanning house was inundated
with wisitors. Clubmates from Mount Sion —
men who can take it as hard as it is going —
wept openly. It was not just something else in the
run-of-the-mill to these fellows: it was the fulfil-
ment of the destiny of a club which has set itself
standards of dedication and drive and leadership
seldom equalled.

There is a family atmosphere, a set of loyalties
forged in neighbourhood friendship and school
camaraderie, and given substance in adulthood
among the members of that club. That Fanning —
one of them — had reached the top, was not just
something else.

In his hurling days, Padraig was a sound enough
performer, and certainly would be classed more in
the role of hard-worker and tight-puller than in
the role of brilliant open hurling, which he played
no small part in fostering among the Waterford
stars of the ’fifties and earlier 'sixties.

There are stories of the pep-talks he gave those
teams before and at half-time in crucial matches,
which would make your hair stand on end. There
was little doubt, even at the time, that while the
hurlers had the spirit and the skill and the ability
to carry any obstacles, that Fanning travelled with
them as a kind of bottled injection of extra life
and extra realisation of their obligations to their
people — an elixir to be drawn on when things

were toughest.

Most people who know Padrang (O Fainin (he
prefers his name to be used in Irish, though most
people seem to think of him as Pat Fanning} have
the impression that they scarcely recognise the
man of today in the memory of the man of twenty
years, Oor even a dozen Yyears ago.

He made a few fiery speeches in those days
which got him a national image of a supreme
reactionary — if you would equate the idea of re-
action with strong pro-Ban views and a firm con-
viction of the essential requirement of the national
commitment as basic to the G.AA. This image
pursues him to the present day. Ask a hundred
ordinary GA.A. men what the predominating
characteristic of Padraig O Fainin's thinking is and
vou will get an answer: “A fanatic on the Ban", as
a facile summary from 90 of them.

Does it do him justice? 1 think not. I think
that his career gives him a right to a deeper think-
ing of his make-up. He thinks so himsell. 1
asked him and he said that it was curious that
men like himself were branded as reactionaries
because they held firmly to what seemed to then:

he was inclined to find himself in situations he
would well have wished himself well rid of. Not
any more, though.

I watched him under searching television inter-
view recently, as | have watched him performinz
under pressure in many areas of the Association's
work over the last few wvears, and noted the quite
remarkable difference of approach. Men who
were known to like throwing him a fetching ques-
tion or to make a slightly aggravating remark just
to draw the red-head into action, have long been
finding it a waste of time.

He has been able to squeeze out a smile and
toss the ball gently back to them with a dis-
arming : “Well, that is a leading question; bur
all the same; I take your point and will answer i
as best ]l ean ......"
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Pat Fanning (right) after Waterford's All-lreland minor victory in 1948.

L

the clear essence of the Association's being, even
though they were among the acknowledged leaders
in progressive thinking on how to modernise and
re-orientate G.A.A. approaches today to a changing
world.

I can see his point: he feels a little aggrieved
that to one wing of the Association, he is branded
a fanatic and a reactionary, while to another he
IS an over-progressive.

Some have said : "“"He'll be another Murray," and
left it at that, presumably making that sufficient
condemnation. Murray. was strong on the Ban, on
the national commitment, on the image of the
G.A A, as a leader in cultural preservation at all
levels — not just games alone; he was sure that
the Association called on most of its energies from
those who saw commitment to it as a service to
the whole nation rather than to the games only.

Fanning will hold that view exactly, I should
gay. If you feel it is wrong, you can have your
viewpoint; but, vou cannot avoid the fact that
Fanning's point is as valid as yours, and that it

‘has the greater weight of tradition behind it.

But Murray was also a man of new ideas —
most of the better new ideas in the Association
can be traced back to his instigation. In that, he
placed a great emphasis on hurling and on the
planning of policy.. Rest assured that Fanning will
be the same: hurling is his first love,'and policy
has been his deepest concern for some six years
past. If there were aspects of the Murray image
which caused some members of the Association to
rebel against it, there will be many of the same
aspects in Fanning's image.

Not, indeed, that 1 consider him a carbon copy
of Murray. He admires him, and he may have
patterned, unconsciously, some of his own de-
velopments on Murray, but, he has his own view of
things, and there is no doubt that his backing of
his view can be firm, if not overbearing, when he
sees the need for it.

The weakness of Fanning to some of those who
knew and worked with him over a long number
of years was his quick and sometimes over-vigorous
reaction to criticism of himself or his adopted
view; he can still be quick in jumping to the de-
fence of club or his county.

But, not any longer in the manner of the earlier
years, in which he was in deep with both feet be-
fore he gave himself time to cool off; in those days,

What does the Ban mean, in Fanning's view of
the G.A.A. Quite frankly, as far as 1 know, very
little in practical terms. He is a man who seldom
stops to consider it, in practice, for he is always
too busy working to broaden the wider horizons ol
the Association’s work.

His concern is with the future and the positive
mood and positive method, with which the future
must be approached. He has, 1 think, a whole-
some suspicion of those who seem to approach
every crisis and every difficulty which the G.AA.
faces with only one attitude: *“*Why not get ric
of the Ban and then everything will be alright.”

In a nutshell, I would incline to put it like this :
Fanning is not obsessed, or even over-preoccupied
with the retention of the Ban at any cost, hali
80 much as some seem to be obsessed with its
abolition at any cost. What he has said to me once
on this subject seems valid: “Why cannot all of us
who have a thousand things in common and only
one point of difference, get together with total
determination to work on those thousand things
for their improvement, rather than have to harp
on the one point of difference.”

I believe also that he is a bit put out at the fact
that evervone is so concerned, of a sudden, about
his aftitude to the Ban: he cannot see why, as
President, his views should be so heavily weighted
on an issue of basic principle and General Rule —
a matter which is for the Association as a whole
to consider at the appropriate times and decide to
retain or to abolish.

Where are Fanning's strengths ? 1 think one of
the things he has going for him is that he iz the
man who has broken, at last, the long sequence of
teachers in the Presidency. Dr. Stuart apart, the
line stretches back almost ad infinitum. The
teaching profession, perhaps as no other, engenders
the conservative and the caréful :ﬂfltude to things.

It is only natural, after all, that ‘most teachers
must be sound and steady men, middle of the road
in most of the things of life, neither given to ex-
cess in sticking with the past nor in reaching
imaginatively towards the future. They are, by the
exigencies of their calling bound rather tightly to
the poetic description :

“Be not the first on whom the new is tried,

MNor yet the last to lay the old aside.”

Fanning has the chance of showing more

imagination and daring than the teachers might

have felt temperamentally able to do. It is well
within- his capacity to do so0, for he has always
been a man of firm convictions once he has studied
a situation and taken his stand. No half measures.

Will he rush into dangerous waters because of
this enthusiasm of his for progress? 1 cannot see
that happening any President to a serious degree
within ' thr present structure of things in the
Association, in any case. But, neither would I fear
that Fanning would rush in where he should not,
even if he were in dictatorial command,

He has been too long at the top, too long on the
Policy Committee not to be able to distinguish
what is possible from what is impossible, too long
thinking and worrying about the Association's path
into the future. Last of all, he is too intelligent to
make major blunders.

His brilliantly flashing mind is at once his most
striking feature and his most double-edged asset.
Mo problem is too complex no train of thought
too difficult: he can tune in, in an instant, on the
wavelength of any discussion he joins.

But, because he often gets ahead of the spoken
word, he will sometimes leap across steps in an
argument, leaving lacunae unfleshed; people some-
times misunderstand that as arrogance or pre-
judice or an overbearing attitude, or they simply
say he talks too much. But, I would rather have
Fanning with his openness and his frankness than
the canny listener who may be assimilating it
all, or who may have nothing behind an intelligent
facade.

The strong point of the new President, in my
opinion, is as it should be in that office, based in
the larger view — on Association policy and the
direction of its movement forward — rather than
in the minutiae of petty administration. He was
always a man who held the spirit as even more
important than the rule, vital though the rule was.

But, I have seen him scratching over a rule or its
application, though I have never seen him in
doubt about a general attitude of the Association
or about his own view on broad issues of prin-
ciple. 1 would say, in fact, that he has the breadth
of vision and the depth of understanding which is
the real quality of the top leadership.

Most people know that Padraig O Fainin is a
prodigious worker. He has a dynamic physical
drive, a great unending store of fresh vigour which
makes it impossible for him to rest easy when
something is happening around him. It is no
secret that he has hardly given his health a fair
chance (his doctor must have the “screaming ab-
dabs’ from his intransigent view of doctor's orders)
but he seems to thrive on it. His bouncy gait and
compact build could mean he only retired from
play a year or two ago.

But, with all that work, he is not the type who
has everything neatly compartmentalised. He is
a copious note-taker — as would befit one who
has been for many years a contribuior at some
length to the Waterford News and Star — but, I

don’t think he can always find the notes when he
needs them.

He does not have the mind or the view of things
which the good secretary possesses; for his maxi-
mum efficiency he would always need to work in
close alliance with a good secretary, But Fanning
will be as good as any one who ever held the posi-
tion in projecting the Association’s image and ideal.

He is a fluent talker, and, though there were
those who feared he would make a too heated
performer for television at one time, he is now a
cool and self-possessed man before the cameras. He
is a great believer in the improvement of the press
relations and the public relations of the Association
and has said that he will do his best to bring the

necessary professional expertise 'to bear on their
improvement — if he can.

In the list of things which Fanning has discussed
with wvarious interviewers as his priorities for his
term of office, he has laid emphasis on the neces-
sity of giving the organisational structure of the
Association a professional touch.

He shows a deep appreciation of the fact that
everything must be tip-top in execution in present
day circumstances, But, his Association’s base will
be, he says, always the amateur. The dedicated
individual is the one on which the club and the
superstructure will have to be built and main-
tained. In this, he sees no anomaly: he savs:
“That's how it will be in any form of human en-

deavour; and the last to complain is the dedicated
individual himself."

That 'is wvery much how Fanning sees himself.
probably; and, it is the kind of attitude which
caused him, down the years, to drive himself
beyond reasonable or acceptable limits, and o
expect almost as much from others about him,
Most of his enemies, if enemies they can he
called, are those who were unwilling to keep up
the pace Fanning set.

In such a position, vou have only two things vou
can do: you ecan admit your own inadeqguacy in
the light of the other’s demands; or, vou [c°n
detract and backbite, in the hope 'of self-justifica-
tion. Some will, inevitably choose the Intter
course. While Fanning is President there will he
many tried in. the fire of his insatiable appetite

for work.
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Congratulations to St. Johns

from

Milltown Upholstery Ltd.
546 FALLS ROAD

Telephone 613932

Congratulations to St. Johns G.A.A. Club
from

STAR TAXIS

95 CRUMLIN ROAD

Telephone 747222

BOURKE-ROCHES MANS SHOP

Srockists of DUBTEX., MAGEE, CRESCENT Men's
Wear.

Clubman Shirts

Special Rates to G.A.A. Clubs for Jerseys, Shorts, Stockings,
etc.

PATRICK BOURKE & CO., 9 CASTLE ST. ENNISCORTHY

Tel. 2129

EAT THE BEST

KENNEDY’S BREAD

BEECHMOUNT AVENUE

BELFAST

Congratulations to St. Johns

from

THE HILLSIDERS

(CEILI and COUNTRY AND WESTERN)

Manager : JIM CARTY

Telephone : BELFAST 615078

Congratulations to St. Johns G.A.A. Club

TOMMY BEST

NORTH HOWARD STREET,
BELFAST

(T. Best Upholstery—Wholesale only)

FOR BEST

G.A.A. SPORTS COVERAGE

READ

THE SUNDAY NEWS

Tony McGee Reports From Belfast;

St. John’s Club

ThEre have been many milestones in the life of the St

John’s club, Belfast, but by far the greatest, in the
eyes of the present committee, has yet to come. But come
it will and in the very near future, too. Within the next
few weeks a new social centre will be opened within the
confines of Corrigan Park on the Whiterock Road, which
has been the headquarters of the “Jonnies” since the mid-
fifties.

The men behind this club — which was formed in 1929
— are facing the seventies with a realistic approach.
They realise that the future of the club depends entirely
on keeping the members together . . . this applies espec-
ially in the case of the younger generation of members.

The social centre, which is now ready for its first big
night, is built with pre-cast concrete and covers an area
of 3,000 sq. ft. It has a well-appointed entrance hall, a
TV. room, a main hall, kitchen and various other rooms
available for meetings etc. The main hall will be used for
social functions, table tennis, basketball, squash, talent
contests etc.

It is also hoped to have a small bar — again for the
use of club members only.

“Our main aim is to provide a greater variety of in-
terests for our members. We are aiming at an Irish cul-
ture centre generally, in which we can have everything
from Irish social nights to Irish plays,” said post office
official John Gough, who has been secretary for the past
five years,

An elaborate banquet has been arranged for the open-
ing night. Two chefs have been booked and a dinner —
complete with silver service — will be provided. Cabaret
and dancing will also be part of what looks to be a "night
of nights.”

The cost of this new venture has been in the region of
£8,000 but this is only Phase 1 of the plans that the 5t.
John's committee have drawn up. Next year, Corrigan
Pk. will be closed completely and a new pitch laid. This
will be completed with the help of the Antrim County
Board and will cost approximately £6,000 and will take
nearly 18 months to finish.

A stand in the park, which has been a target for van-
dals down the years, will also be re-roofed and the
dressing rooms underneath will be modernised. This will
take another £3,000.

“There are a lot of things that we would like to do,

Sean Burns . . . captain of St. Johns championship
winning football and hurling team, pictured here with
his wife.

but they are not just possible at present,” chairman Andy
McCallin told me. “On the success of the social club will
depend a lot of our plans for the future. We would like
to have a centre similar to that belonging to the Kil-
macud club and I would love to see a handball alley in

Corrigan,” he said.

Experiments can continue

QUITE a lot of people did
quite a lot of cribbing after-
wards about all the things that
the delegates to the Galway
Congress didn't do, and the
principal criticism was directed
at the failure to anything con-
crete about the supgestions put
up by the Rules Revision Com-
mittee,

vision Committee being entirely
wasted, and the whole football
scene being left bogged down
through the next five vears,
Now that is ridiculous non-
sense. No matter how bad or
how good we may think the
rules are, or are not, we all
accepted them until now, and
we were all pretty well con-
tent with the foothall they pro-

vided through the past 25
By OLD-TIMER vears.
In the second place, what pre-
Now, in my humble opinion, wvents those who favour a
it was unfair to the same Rules change in the football rules

Revision Committee to have from going ahead with the ex-

their findings put before this periments? 1 could be wrong,
1970 Congress in such a take-it- but I believe that, if a club
or-leave-it way. In all the cir- wants to really draw the

cumstances it would surely
ave been much wiser to have
asked the Galway Congress to
approve of experimenting, at

crowds, it has only to organise
a football tournament incorpor-
ating all the suggested rules-
changes — straight pick-up, re-

various levels, with all the sug- stricted solo run, bigger par-
gested Rule changes through allelogram, 13-aside, the lot,
the coming year, in every and a few such tournaments
county. would soon test whether the
Then, when everyone had amendments will make the
seen all the changes, and had - game more spectacular, and
made up their minds as to what more popular.
innovations they favoured, or And such ;:-rau:t!i:;;-a_].1 demon-
didn't favour, as the case might strations might even suggest
be, the whole matter of these amendments to the amend-
playing-rule changes could have ments, and lead to a really

been brought back to Congress
next year, and we could have
dealt with the whole matter
fairly and squarely.

But, although that opportun-
ity was missed, what really was
disheartening, was the chorus
that went up after Congress
about the work of the Rules Re-

practicable revision of the
playing rules next time round.

Two failures of Congress |
did find a bit disappointing,
however, One was the failure
to straighten out the whole bus-
iness concerning the automatic
suspension of a player sent off
the field.

As the Rule stands, a plaver
is automatically suspended for
a month, even if he is sent off
by mistake, and I have seen
more than one such case of
mistaken identity in my time.

Surely the organisation of the
whole Association is sufficiently
advanced by now to set up dis-
ciplinary committees at local
Board, County Board and Pro-
vincial Council level who could
meel once a week — when nec-
egsary — and deal with all
cases of players sent off on the
previous Sunday in all or any
games under their jurisdiction.

The other matter that should
have been cleared wup and
wasn't, was Rule 29 — the
“foreign dance”™ rule. Now, in
case everybody else has for-
gotten, the basic purpose of this
Rule is to encourage Irish
dancing. Last year, "“old time’
dances as well as ceili dances
were permitted at G.AA. fun-
ctions.

The trouble there, basically,
is a matter of definition. To me,
an old-time dance is essentially
anything such as the Viennese
Waltz, the Valetta, the Military
Two Step, that had been in
vogue before my time. But when
I came to discuss the matter
with members of the next gen-
eration, I found that, to them,
fox-trots, slow waltzes, Rhum-
bas and 'the like', which were
being denounced from the pul-
pits when my dancing days were
starting, were not only looked
upon as old-time — I think they

believed all such dances dated
back to Noah's Ark.

Now to my mind, a far more
practical approach to Rule 29
would be (a) to stipulate that
a certain proportion of dances
at every official G.A.A. function
should be ceili dances; (b) every
club running such a function
should be encouraged to set up
practice ceilis to teach our own
dances properly to their mem-
bers.

Now the camogie people, at
their Congress, dropped their
‘foreign dance’ rule altogether,
but this doesn't mean that they
have lost their idealism. Ten
days later, their Leinster Col-
leges Council held a coaching
course at Mountmellick, and
each evening, as a wind-up to
the day, the instructors led the
kids in a short ceili dancing
session.

There is a wvery big moral
there for us in the G.A.A. If we
want ceili dancing, it will have
to be taught by us! — and
don’t ask me to do it. 1 can’t
do the 16-hand reel too well on
the crutches!

FOOTNOTE . . . 1 know we'ré

_an amateur organisation and we

only play for the love of the
games, but who would ever be:
lieve it, reading about how wor-
ried all the counties concerned
were when it came to the mat:
ter of financial arrangements fo
the League semi-final and s¢
forth, Or is it now merely :
case of “it's money makes thi
mare go."




el New Social C

On the playing fields, St. John's are well known
throughout the country. They are presently Antrim dual
champions, having won both the hurling and football
titles last year. But this is nothing new to them. They
achieved this feat four times before and, in 1956, not
only did they win the senior hurling and football champ-
ionships, but alse the senior hurling and football leagues
as well as eleven other titles!

Formed in the Beechmount and Broadway areas of
Belfast in 1929, St. John’s first collected the hurling
championship in 1934 but had to wait until 1945 for their
initial football crown. O’'Donovan Rossa and themselves
were the big guns in the 'fifties but, from 1959 until
1965 (inclusive), St. John's held the senior football cup a
‘prisoner’ at Corrigan Park.

It was during this spell of greatness that the “Jonnies”
committee realised that at club level, there was some-
thing lacking. So they set about organising a Top Four
competition between the football champions of Antrim,
Down, Armagh and Derry. With the help of the St.
Molaise club, Irvinestown, they expanded this into the
unofficial Ulster club championship and secured the
Guinness Cup as a prize. From this excellent idea has
now grown the official All-Ireland club championship.

Another thing that the “Jonnies” felt was missing in
Antrim was an annual presentation of awards. And again
they took this task upon themselves and have carried it
out successfully for the past five years.

The cost of running a club of the magnitude of St
John's is high, Corrigan Park alone costs them £1,300 per
annum to run, and they have a special committee to raise
finance. They even have their own debt collectors to make
sure all members pay their annual subscription. Car
rallies, guest teas and other functions organised by the
ladies committee, and their annual outdoor week (it will
be held next month) — during which they still run the
Top Four competition — all help to raise funds.

Like all famous clubs, there are notable personalities in
the St. John's camp. Their vice-president is 75-year-old
Bob Foley, who joined the club, a matter of months after
its formation. A former “Hall of Fame” award winner,
Bob is famous amongst the older stock of the G.A.A. in
Antrim.

Andy McCallin has been chairman since 1954 with the
exception of one year. Andy, who is father of county will-

: Do LY A L .F'sf.‘:-"
Martin McGranaghan . . . Antrim’s left full-back in
last year's All-lreland under-21 final.

o'-wisp Andy Junior, is the driving force at Corrigan Pk,
A fortright man, he lives, sleeps and eats Gaelic games.
St. John's owe a lot to him for their present strong posit-
1on. .

County team manager, Tommy Hall, because of county
duty, hasn't much time these days to spend at Corrigan
Pk., but he still is an enthusiastic “Jonnies” member, and
has done a lot for youth in the club. Incidentally, Tommy
has a celebration of his own coming up next month.

St. John's players and county teams are synonymous,
I'd say at least 95 per cent of their adult players have
worn the county jersey at some time. Four of them —
Andy McCallin, Gerry McCann, Din Joe McGrogan and
Martin McGranaghan — won All-Ireland under-21 medals
last vear and their full back, Eamon Grieve was a res-
erve on the Ulster football team this geason.

At present, the club runs 10 teams and, on Saturday

Exciting Times Ahead
For Handball
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mornings, they organise games for the 11, 12 and 13-
year-olds of the district. Almost all the 5t. Johns players
graduate from the jevenile grade right up to the senior
teams and off-hand, I can think of only three who did not
begin their career with the “Jonnies.”

Secretary John Gough, holder of a Dr. McKenna Cup
medal, joined the club from St. Gall’'s. Hugh Murphy and
John Maguire, both Fermanagh men, went to Corrigan
Pk. when the Morans folded in 1965. Murphy threw in his
lot with Antrim then, but Maguire kept his connections
with the Erne County.

The club, which has a present membership of around
200, is growing every day. “We get lots of parents asking
us if their young sons can join, but unfortunately many
of these boys are in the 10-12 age group and there is no
official competition in Antrim for them,” said John
Gough.

Corrigan Pk. is situated on the Whiterock Rd., which
joins the Falls and Springfield Roads and circles the in-
famous Ballymurphy Estate. The recent troubles in this
area did not affect the club nor did the riots of last year.
Their wooden clubrooms were burned down last year, but
this was due to an electrical fault and not to arson.

Although St. John's had its grassroots in the Beech-
mount area, members are now spread out over greater
Belfast, with quite a few of them living in the Anders-
town and Stewartstown districts of the city. Down the
years, families have played a big part in the life of St.
John's and none more so than the Gallaghers. Seamus,
Herbie, Henry, Eugene, Mickey, Eamon and Pat are all
current playing members.

But no article on the “Jonnies” would be complete,
without a special mention of Seanie Burns. Thirty-year-
old Seanie, like so many St. John’s men, an Ulster Brew-
ery employee, carved a special niche for himself in the
annals of the Antrim G.A A. last season. He captained
both his club's hurling and football sides to victory in the
senior championship and became the first player ever to
achieve this wonderful feat.

As a sample of his prowess with a hurley stick, TI'll
quote a Tipperary man : “Sean Burns would walk on to
any hurling team in Ireland.”

I would like to pay a special tribute to Andy Mec-
Callin and John Gough . . . without whose willing help
this article would not have been possible.

JDE LYNCH is the absol-

ute idealist in so far as
we can apply the term to

handball. Joe is the reign-

By CLARACH MacEOIN

ing Secretary of the Irish
Handball Council, a posi-
tion he has graced with dis-
tinction for close on 20
years and he is likely to do
s0 for as many more if he
wishes. There is no doubt
but that his business acu-
men and drive to get things
done have contributed sub-
stantially to the advance-
ment of handball,

The Annual Report from
Joe Lynch on the progress
or otherwise of handball,
never fails to achieve

widespread aclaim and, this
yvear, despite his many com-
mitments in connection
with the World Cham-
pionship, was no exception,
Needless to say these same
championships are the
priority of his report.

He enthuses over the
fact that the games are
being played in this coun-
try and sees them as the
opening for widespread re-
vival of interest in the
game. In turn, Mr. Lynch
has called on handballers
everywhere to help in pro-
moting the games and the
construction of the new
court.

And, the clarion call has
gone out to the G.A.A.
clubs who failed miserably,

when a request for funds
was made a few months
ago. It was envisaged that
the response from each
club would be in the re-
gion of £5, but the actual
average figure was 1/4 per
club,

Leadership was another
theme that dominated the
Annual Report. Indeed, it
would appear that in the
near future the Handball
Council, either indepen-
dently, or through the
G.A.A. administration will
have to appoint one or two
full-time organisers. This
is based on the Secretary's
assertion that, in some
counties, the game is not
organised at all and, little
or no effort is being made
by G.A.A. committees to

rectify the position. A full

time organiser seems to be
the answer, who could also
be utilised in counties
where handball is depen-
dent on the efforts of a
single club.

As for handball in the
'sixties, Joe Lynch opines
that on a general basis
considerable progress was
made. He places particu-
lar emphasis on the intro-
duction of competition at
national level for players
under 14, 16 and 21 years
and, also for ﬁlayers over
40 years of age,

As a result of these de-
velopments, there is now a
full competition structure
at national level, which
eliminates the big age gap
that existed in former
years. The Willwood
Sports Foundation played a

big part in realising this
achievement. Likewise, the
(Gael-Linn organisation has
come in for particular
praise, for the generous
financial assistance given
for the annual Gael-Linn
competition.

When this event was in-
itiated in 1953-'54, a total

of 160 players took part,
whereas, the present entry
is in the region of 1,200.
Other factors contributed
to the success of the 'six-
ties, ndtahly the introduc-
tion of 40’ x 20’ courts, the
National League and inter-
club championships, grants
from the G.A.A. for capi-
tal investment and Ire-
land’'s participation in the
World Championships.

Well, work has com-
menced on the construction

of the new Court for the
World Championships and,
in less than four months
time, handball will have a
home to be proud of. What
a difference it will be from
the conventional court,
with its concrete back-wall,
where only the spectators
in the first row can see
every aspect of play,

In the new Court, the
back wall and side walls
will be composed of glass,
so that spectators will have
a clear view of every as-
pect of a game. This will
surely give handball a new
dimension, not to mention
the fact that it will then be
a ready subject for televi-
sion purposes.

There are certainly ex-
citing times ahead for

handball.
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The Importance Of

ORE than 65 per cent of Irish cars have one or more

damaged or dangerously worn tyres.

Nine out

of ten casings exchanged for remoulds are worn
completely through, far beyond the limit of safe road

adhesion.

These were the startling, and very dis-

quieting findings of a recent survey carried out in this
country into this vital aspact of road safety in particular

and driving in general.

It was the existence of such an

unfortunate state of affairs, so potentially dangerous
to life and limb, and undoubtedly one of the prime
causes of road accidents, that inspired the holding of

Tyre Safety Week.

Sponsors were . the
Irish Tyre Distributors As-
sociation and the tyre
manufacturers.

One of the objectives
of the Association Is to
consider and make re-

commendations to Gov-
ernment officials, tyre
manufacturers and other
interested persons “‘on
all matters which, in the
opinion of the Associa-
tion, are for the benefit

and the safety of the pub-
lic as tyre users.”

The Week was organ-
ised with the willing sup-
port and co-operation of
the motor trade, tyre
dealers, motoring organi-
sations, the Road Safety
Association, the Gardai
and the Department of
Local Government.

Motorists were encour-
aged to have a thorough
examination carried out of
their tyres. To make it as
easy as possible, garages
throughout the country
provided free tyre-checks.
Colourful display material

was also widely distribu-
ted to call the attention of
the motoring public to this
facility provided for their
convenience—and indeed
their welfare.

A free competition was
also held, the very accept-
able prize for which was a
year's supply of petrol.

Mational Tyre Safety
Week was the result of an
intensive and hard-hitting
national advertising cam-
paign carried out by by
Association. Keynote of
the initial phase of this
campaign drawing atten-
tion to the dangers of

Call me Groundhog

We've made a new car tyre.

A tyre that understands your needs so exactly,
it almost seems human.

It is firmer and steadier. Lasts quite a lot longer.

)

Holds the road better at speed. Swings less on the corners.
Because this new crossply tyre is made a special way to put down

more flat tread, more effective gripping surface on the road.

In short, it hogs more ground than other crossply tyres.
So you see how it got its name.
What else could we call it?

@ DUNLOP

Groundhog is our new D75 car tyre.

faulty tyres was the slog-
an: "“A Bald Tyre is a
Killer.”

The laudable objective
of the week-long cam-
paign was spelled out by
Mr. M. J. McNulty, Presi-
dent of the Association, at
the International Tyre
Safety symposium which
was held at the Intercon-
tinental Hotel in Dublin as
a preliminary to National
Tyre Safety Week.

i Sy TS e
M. McNulty said;
“National Tyre Safety

Week will attempt to high-
light the fact that worn
tyres can kill, whilst at the
same time encourage the
motoring public to remedy
the situation by availing of
the special tyre services
available throughout the
country during this parti-
cular time.”

OBLIGATION

He stressed that they
who are involved in the
tyre industry, “'selling a
product on which the lives
of our customers may ul-
timately depend,” had a
serious obligation at all
times to keep themselves
informed of the Ilatest
developments within the
industry, and to listen and
learn from those most
gualified, "in order that
our customers — the
motoring public—may ul-
timately benefit from our
advice."”

In fact, more than 600
people attending the sym-
posium, one of the largest
gatherings ever in the Irish
motor industry, heard
some of the leading fig-
ures in the world tyre
business  giving their
views and advice.

The views of these ex-
perts, who came to Ire-
land specially to lend their
support to the National
Tyre Safety Week, have a

great deal of relevance
for everyone who drives a
motor vehicle in Ireland
today.

For instance, Mr. Tom
French, senior tyre de-
signer with Dunlop U.K.
says: "We in tyres think
that as one of many en-
gineering components on
a car or truck, the tyre
plays an exceptional role
in making the vehicle safe
and comfortable. Apart
from its negative role —
of not failing or disintegra-
ting — the tyre makes
two major contributions

towards viable vehicle
operation — it provides
comfort, freedom from
fatigue and supresses
noise.”

RIGOROUS CHECKS

Nowadays the designer
of the primary mechan-
ism, the- vehicle, carries
out rigorous checks on
the safety aspects of the
secondary component, the
tyre.

The tyre industry is now
equipping  itself  with
sophisticated equipment
to simulate road surface
disturbances into the tyre
and to measure how ef-
fective are wvarious tyre
constructions in reducing
the bad effects.

Discussing the big im-
provements that have
taken place in important
aspects of tyre/road ad-
hesion over the past de-
cade, he sums up the wet
adhesion situation as fol-
lows: “0Our aim is to get
the word ‘skid’ out of the
language for all tyre types
— to get it into italics In
our dictionaries — as ob-
solete as some of the nine-
teenth century words re-
lating to mail coach opera-
tion.”

The effect of vibrations
and noise on driver fatigue

TYRES
ALL MAKES AND SIZES STOCKED

NEW, REMOULD, SECONDHAND.

FROM SCOOTER .TO

EARTHMOVER

FREE FITTING —

BIG DISCOUNTS

COOKS TYRE & RUBBER CO. LIMITED
47 FENIAN STREET

T

Dublin 62618




Good T'yres
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Worn tyres can kill : Badly worn tyres like the one shown here which was recently
photographed in a public car park can be found all over Ireland.

is being recognised as a
cause of many errors-of-
judgment type of acci-
dent.

Part of the problem is
concerned with reduction
of mechanical and aero-
dynamic noise, but dis-
turbances from the road,
transmitted through the
tyre, constitute at least 50
per cent of the total prob-
lem.

MOBILE EARTHQUAKES

The improvements tak-
ing place iIn passenger
cars only throw into sharp
relief the basically bad
position of trucks and
buses. These could gen-
erally be described as
“mobile earthquakes,’” and
the challenge is being acc-
epted by both the vehicle
and tyre engineers to do
something about it.

Prototype units exist
with the basic ride pro-
perties of current luxury
cars. The likely impact on
safety for long-distance
truck drivers is consider-

able. "Why should a man
spend his whole working
life in a rattling, noise-sat-
urated truck cab, when
good engineé ring can give
him a pleasant, fatigue-
free environment?’” asks
Mr. French. They could
expect the drivers to have
some say in this and they
in the tyre industry to
play a leading part.

And he added: “The
tyre was invented, in Irel-

and, to suppress bone-
shaking vibrations — let
us get on now, nearly 100
years later, with the job
and do it.”

Mr. Tj. Huese, from the
Metherlands, who is Vice-
President of the Internat-
ional Organisation of Nat-
ional Associations of Tyre-
Specialists, is convinced
that modern transportat-
ion can only accept "‘pre-
mium the first line new

ALL ROADS LEAD TO

TOBINS TYRES

WHERE ALL MAKES AND SIZES OF TYRES ARE
AV AILABLE

FREE FITTING — MOBILE FITTING UNIT

Head Office:

TOBINS ABBEY TYRE CENTRE

CONVENT ROAD, ABBEYFEALE, CO. LIMERICK
Telephone 36

Branches at:

BANOGUE; CROOM; CORK: TRALEE;: SHANNON BRIDGE;
Sexton Street, LIMERICK: Cork Street, DUBLIN: Palace Street,
DROGHEDA.

LOW, LOW PRICES

tyres and retreads.” He
believes that standards to
control tyre and remould
guality are necessary.

Minimum  tread-depth
regulations and tread-
wear-indicators must be
enforced, according to this
expert. And road authori-
ties must aim “‘at as uni-
form a coefficient-of-frict-
ion as possible throughout
their road-network and
take immediate steps in
case conditions deterio-
rate.”

Tyre safety standards
set up on a voluntary bas-
iIs may be needed in Eur-
ope as they were in the
1960°s in the United Sta-
tes, according to Mr. Win-
ston W. Marsh, Executive
Vice-President of the Nat-
ional Tyre Dealers and Re-
treaders’ Association, Wa-
shington, D.C., who also
came to Dublin for the
launching of National Tyre
Safety Week.

With the advent of the
higher speed automobile,
the more delicate suspen-
sion on the front end, and
the improved roads which
make higher speeds pos-
sible, “the safety of the
tyre or that particular com-
ponent part of the auto-
mobile became more and
more vital,” says Mr.
Marsh, speaking of his
own country. His remarks
have universal application.

The Irish Tyre Distribut-
ors’ Association, formed
in September, 1968, is
fully representative of the
Irish tyre distribution in-
dustry. It speaks on be-
halt of everyone in the £7
million Irish replacement
tyre distribution industry.
Officers are: President, M.
J. McNulty; hon. secre-
tary, J. R. Beatty; hon.
treasurer, P. Mackey;
Committee, P. J. Hender-
son and S. Roche.
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TYRES
% RETAIL
% TRUCK — CAR — TRACTOR
* NEW and REMOULD
% FREE FITTING

No Delay — Will Fit Today

ABBEY TYRE SERVICE

MAIL COACH ROAD, SLIGO
Tel.: SLIGO 3543

ROSCREA TYRE AND BATTERY
CENTRE LTD.

Castle Street
ALL SIZES OF TYRES & BATTERIES AVAILABLE

Remould Tyres from E2-10-0 — Batteries from E4-15-0
Call and inspect our Accessory Shop

SELF-DRIVE TRACTORS FOR HIRE — LATEST DAVID BROWN
MODELS WITH PLOUGH TRAILER;
FORAGE HARVESTERS, ETC.

Manager: KEN HENDERSON Phone 329

NEW and USED TYRES for CARS and TRUCKS,

TRACTORS and TRAILERS
Also

MINI BUSES and COACHES FOR HIRE

Contact :
DALLAS CHAMNEY
SALLINS : NAAS
Tel.: Naas 7830

NEW ROSS TYRE
SERVICE

NEW and REMOULD TYRES

FREE FITTING — FAST SERVICE

Specialists in

COMMERCIALS — TRACTORS — TRAILERS
1007 RUBBER — ALL MAKES

WATERFORD ROAD : NEW ROSS

Tel: NEW ROSS 21616

KARI MOTOR
ACCESSORIES

PARCEL SHELVES for all VOLKSWAGEN MODELS
and OPEL KADETT

PARTITION GRILLS FOR STATION WAGONS

BROOKFIELD AVENUE, BLACKROCK

Telephone 881969

Goodgrip! Goodwear!

GOODYEAR!

Main  Disrributer

Mode n 1he Republic ol Tralanad

Let us fit yvour car with GOODYEAR GEOO
Safety Radials or GB Cross Ply tyres, plus
the full range of GOODYEAR Tyres for van,
truck or tractor. Come to the experts—~

FIT of KILKENNY.

Depots: KILKENNY- DUBLIN- CORK: LIMERICK: GALWAY-5LIGO
LETTERKENNY-ATHLONE - DUNDALK- TRALEE - BELFAST - BALLINA-ENNISCORTHY)

FIT KILKENNY
Remould service
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Le PADRAIG O MEALOID

e —

Is docha gurab € port an
chuid is mo6 de na daoine
ar an aimsir seo na Codh-

4il bhliantail C.L.G, a
tiondladh 1 nGaillimh 1
mbliana. Ar nddigh is sar

smaoineamh é an Chodhail
chéanna a scaoileadh thart
ar fud na tire.

na mo chogdirdeachas a
chur in idl do’'n Uachtaran
nua, Padraig O Fainin as
Portldairge. T4 sean aithne
agam ar an bhfear, is
décha go bhfuil sé suas le
fiche bliain 6 shin 6 chas
mé leis i dtosach. Ta's
agam an diogras ata ann,
agus ma's fior an rud ata
cuid mhaith a r4 gurab é
an club bun agus ruta na
heagraiochta, annsin ni baol
da gcreideamh go ceann tri
bliana. Abair “Cnoc Sion™
agus smaoinedidh ta laith-
reach ar Phadraig O Fain-
in. Cé go bhfuil sé fior go
gereideann sé go diong-
bhalta i mbun-phrionsabail
na heagraiochta agus ins
na cluichi, ni hionann sin

agus a ra gur fear coimh-
eddach &, ni hea. Déar-
fainn go bhfeicfear bor-

tri bliana seo romhainn
amach.

Thug mé mo bhariil
cheana faoi na hathruithe
a bhi molta am imeartha,
ach measaim gur cheart é
a chur i bhfeidhm freisin
ar na cluichi faoi 21, agus
freisin ins na babhtai deir-
idh de’'n tSraith Naisianta,
Ach measti nar cheart € a
bheith in ngach cluiche ins
na graid sin i dteannta na
mbabhtai deiridh.

Ar shli t4 4thas orm nar
cuireadh deire leis an rith
aonair, agus munar léigh
ti an piosa ina raibh mé
ag cur sios ar seo cheana
luaim aris duit | eithéidi
Kevin Armstrong, Frank
Stockwell, Sedn Puirséil,
agus Jimmy Langton, Mick
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tdi cuid mhaith imre6iri
agus ba cheart do dhuine
éigin a ra leo éirghe as.

Ach ar an taobh eile dhe
ba ionann’s deire a chur
leis an solo agus & ra le
George Best (agus cé hé
nach bhfuil sé feicithe go
dleathach aige ar an TV)
f4il réidh leis an liathroid
chomh luath is a fhaigh-

eann sé i ! Ta cineal solo
de short éigin i ngach
cluiche pAairce feicthear

dhom. Béidir & bhfeicinn
cluiche gan é go mbeadh
athri aigne orm,

Mo dhiomba nar cuir-
eadh méid ar gceanntar
piondis, rud a raibh ga leis
mheas mé, no sin dha speac
éirice a thabhairt in agh-
aidh feall taobh istigh de'n
line ceithre slata déag. Ta

piocadh glan de'n talamh.
Chonaic mé  cluiche
dear6il o6 thaobh lucht
feachanna de i bPairc an
Chrocaigh Domhnach Cas-
ca. Ni moéran a bhi le
buachaint as, agus ba
ghrianna an rud é fear a
fheicedl a dhonnadh chomh
mdr sin, in aon turas
chomh fada agus ba léir
domsa, agus go raibh sé tri
1A san ospiddil a4 bharr.
Chuir sé fearg chomh mor
sin ar dhuine dha chomrad-
aithe agus gur thug sé faoi
fhear na coire le doirne
(rud nar cheart dé-san a
dhéanamh ach oiread) nuair
a fuair sé droim an réith-

edra leis. Ach seo é an 4it
a néirlonn an pointe
spéisiuil. Thug  duine

éigin scéala do'n réitedir

adh
de’n tsdért seo a thabhairt

iarracht comhachtai
do na maoir eile, a
bhionn ag na ciil agus ag
an taobh line, sa chaoi is
go bhféadfaidis dird an
mholtéra a dhirii ar each-
trai a tharlodh taobh thiar
4 chil, Ach nior tugadh
an comhacht seo doibh,
agus caithfidh a mbéal a
bheith binn ina thost. Ach
an féidir go bhfuil an comh-
acht seo cheana féin ag
deich bhfeara fichead eile
ar an bpairc, no an € sin an
fith nar tugadh an comh-
acht seo do na maoir ! !
Scéala an ghobadéin aris
apgus €& freisin ag dul ina
aghaidh féin. Well, ni tra
failli € 6 thaobh cuid de na
cuarsai seo. A mhaoir
seachain do bhrat, a mholt-

radh mor faoi'n  taobh
stGisialta de C.L.G. ins na

Sé an chéad rud a ba
mhaith liom a dhéanamh

Mackey agus Christy Ring
san iomaint, agus cuid
mhaith eile. Ach ar ndéigh

a leitheid i gcis pheil mar
shampla. Rud eile nach
bhfuil mé buaite air isea an

faoi agus siar leis go raibh dir na caill do fheaddg,
“Focal” aige le fear na agus a imre6ir seachain
ndéirne. thi féin. Ce'n chaoi a

Ni fada 6 shin 6 dearn-

gecicealann sé sin tha ?
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In An Interview With Sean Ryan Phil Wilson Says

Kilkenny and Tipp are the Dangers to Wexford

WE}{F{}RD hurler and footballer Phil Wilson has over

the last few seasons proved himself one of the best
dual performers on Gaglic fields. While he is probably
better known as a hurler, he is also one of the Slaney-
Wders HMost cunsistent"ﬁtackers in the big ball game.
The highlight of Phil's career to date came in September
1968 when he played a major part at midfield in heip!ng
his county to All-Ireland honours. I had the following
interview with Phil Wilson recently.

Q: Were vyou disappointed at Wexford's

early
elimination from the National Hurling League ?

A: No, I wasn't really disappointed. It showed us our
weak spots and should make us go harder for the cham-
pionship. At the same time we expected to do better
and to at least reach the semi-final stage.

Q: Has the team disimproved much since winning the
1968 All-Ireland title ?

A: Every team will go back some time after winning
an All-Ireland title. In our case some of our players are
getting old and replacements had to be found for them.

Q: How do you expect Wexford to fare in the coming
hurling championship campaign ?

A We should do well as there is not a lot between
the top few teams at the moment.

Q: Which counties do you consider the main dangers
to your title hopes?

A: I expect Kilkenny to be the big dangers in Leinster
and if we can get over them I expect to meet Tipperary,
who should win through in Munster this year.

Q: You also play football. Do you find it much of a
strain playing both games at top level ?

A: No. I don’t find it any strain at all. The fact that
I play both games only helps to keep me very fit.

Q: Wexford seem to be making good strides in the
football world, How do you rate their chances for the
championship this year ?

A: If we get the breaks we should do very well. We

775 ENDORATS'
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completely of rats and mice. Perfect because it's easy to ule,
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lost about five players through injury and emigraifiﬂn h_ut
the most of them should be back for the championship.

Q: Who do you rate the big dangers in Leinster ?
A: Kildare would be favourites in my book.
Q: Which do you prefer playing, hurling or football ?

A: 1 prefer football.

Q: How do the standards in hurling and football res-
pectively compare now with when you first started play-
ing inter county games ?

A: The standards in both games have gone down. A

Happy days for Phil Wilson after Wexford's All-Ireland yjctory
in 1968.

lot of young people, especially in country areas, seem
to have more interest in soccer and rugby than was the
case a few years ago. There is a great need for more
social activity in the G.A.A. so as to attract more youths
to our games.

Q: Are you satisfied that enough is being done to
make hurling more popular ?

A: This is hard to say. A lot of parents are reluctant
to let their young sons play hurling as they consider it a
dangerous game. But the new headgear should do much
to destroy such fears. Certainly I think it is a great

innovation and it could have saved me a few stitches, if
introduced a few years ago.

Q: In conclusion, are there any changes which you

would like to see being made by the G.A.A. in the near
future ?

A: I would like to see the Ban abolished and I would

also like to see more young people holding key positions

in the Association as the older members stick to the old-
fashioned ideas.

The Missions Need
You in

Africa
South America,

New Guinea,

Boys and young men up to 35 years, who
are interested in a Missionary Vocation
Priesthood or Brotherhood, are invited to
write for information and advice to :

The Director of Vocations,
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart,
Western Road,

Cork.
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OﬂE of the most remark-

able facts about cam-
ogie is the lack of know-
ledge about the history, the
strength, the organisation
and the position of the
game in the whole Gaelic
set-up, a lack of knowledge
that exists not
among the general public,
but among large sections
of the G.A.A. and even
within the Camogie Assoc-
iation itself,

There is a large body of
outside opinion which be-
lieves that the Camogie
Association 1is, In some
 way, part of the G.AA.
That is not and has never
been the case. Both Assoc-
iations have, in many res-
pects, the same ideals, and
there is a great deal of co-
operation at various levels,
although this co-operation
could often be improved.
But the Camogie Associat-
ion has always been a com-
pletely independent organ-
isation. It is not affiliated
to the G.A.A., and its ex-
istence is not acknowledg-
ed in the G.A.A's Official
Guide.

Nor is the Camogie Ass-
ociation heavily subsidised
out of G.A.A. funds as a
number of people, even in
both Associations, seem to
think. The G.A.A. at top
level, makes its pitches av-
ailable to the Central Coun-
cil of the Camogie Assoc-
iation for big games — the
most important concession
in this respect being the
permanent allocation of
Croke Park for the All-Irel-
and ecamogie finals each
vear on the third Sunday
Il D& ‘amber,

Croke rark and other
venucs are also aranted for
other camogie maiches,
when available, but there

is no pre-arrangement in
this regard.
As regards grants, the

Central Council of
Camogie Association
ceives nothing from
Central Council of the
G.A.A. Such a grant has
been suggested more than
once, but was turned down
by the annual Camogie
Congress each time, on the
grounds that it might inter-
fere with the Association’s
independence.

the
reg-
the

alone .

The provincial G.AA.
Councils of Ulster, Conn-
acht and Munster do give
small annual grants to the
Camogie Councils in those
provinces. Leinster does
not give an annual grant,
but did give a donation to-
wards organisation to the
Leinster Camogie Council
some years ago, and oddly
enough gave a grant rec-
ently to All-Ireland cam-
ogie champions Wexford.
In some isolated cases,
G.A.A. county boards give
small grants to their local
camogie boards.

That is the full extent
of the G.A.A’s financial
commitments towards the
Camogie  Association,
though it should be point-
ed out, in all fairness, that
the Camogie Association
has always chosen to stand
on its own feet as far as
possible, Generally speak-
ing, except for the most im-
portant matches, camogie
teams pay their own way.

Meals for players are
provided only at All-Irel-
and finals and semi-finals
and interprovincial games
by Central Council. Travell-
ing expenses of teams and
other expenses have not
always been met in full, for
the simple reason that the
funds have not been there,
but county boards, teams
and even players have al-
ways been quite willing to
pay their way.

At the end of 1969,
there were just over 400
affiliated clubs registered
with the Camogie Associat-
ion, and it can be assumed
that there are, in the coun-
try, another dozen clubs or
s0 that are not properly aff-
iliated.

Allowing for the fact that
half those clubs would
have enough members to
form one team only, one
must also take cognisance
of the fact that the other
half can boast of two
teams, Or in some cases
three or four, so, at a mod-
est computation, the Cam-
oazie Association can boast
of over ten thousand, and

possibly up to twelve
thousand, affiliated mem-
bers.

Some counties are, of
course, far better organis-

GREHAN’S
HOUSEHOLD STORES

NAAS
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ed than others. In Leinster,
Dublin and Kildare are
very well catered for and
Wexford has made tremen-
dous headway in the past
couple of }.rears. Lnuth Kil-

e
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The Progress of Camog

kenny and Meath are reas-
onable, but the game is al-
most completely dead, in

Longford, Carlow, Offaly
and Westmeath and Laois
is onlv reawakening.

o o s
_________________

.......

One of the reasons why camogie is attractive!
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Tt:ap club teams from Dub-

lin, Cork, Kilkenny and
Limerick will take part this
month in a senior camogie
tournament which will be
run in conjunction with the
Kilkenny Beer Festival.
Connor Press, Jenkinstown,
Kilkenny have presented a
trophy and a set of medals
for the tournament and the
teams taking part are
Eoghan Ruadh (Dublin),
Ahane (Limerick), Imokilly
(Cork) and St. Pauls (Kil-
kenny). The two semi-fin-
als, in which Eoghan Ruadh
oppose Ahane and Imokilly
meet St. Pauls, will take
place at St. John's Park,
Kilkenny on Sunday, May
24 and the final at the same

venue on the following
Sunday.
Camogie has become

very popular in Kilkenny
over the past few years and
this tournament should
help to engender even more
interest in the game in the

county. Of course, the city
club, St. Pauls, have won
the All-Ireland senior club
championship for the past
two vyears and include
many county and interpro-
vincial players in their line-
out. Among them are Nuala
Duncan, Mary Conway,
Elizabeth  Neary  and
Carmel O’Shea. However,
they will be without the
services of goalkeeper Jo
Golden and sharpshooter
Ann Carroll for the tourna-
ment.

The other three teams in
the tournament are am-
ongst the finest clubs in
Ireland. Eoghan Ruadh
have many Dublin and in-
terprovincial players _op
their side, including Mar-
garet O'Leary, the Wexford
star, and Kay Lyons, the
ex-Dublin captain.

Ahane have reached the
All-Ireland club champion-
ship final for the past two
years and have fine players

L leading
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Cork is far and away the - T4p

best organised county in
Munster, followed by Lime-
rick, Tipperary and Water-
ford. Clare comes and goes,
and a few enthusiasts have
been keeping the game al-
ive in Kerry.

In the Waest, Galway
leads the way, and Mayo,
Sligo and Roscommon are
active to lesser extents, but
there is only one club in
Roscommon. i

Antrim has long been the
county in the
North, but Armagh is also
very well organised, with
Down and Derry and Mon-
aghan reasonably so. There
is some camogie in Tyrone
and Fermanagh, but little
in Cavan or Donegal.

The great hope for the
future of the games in the
weaker counties is, how-
ever, the development of
the schools competitions
and it is here that camogie
has made the most heart-
ening progress in the past
few years.

The inauguration last

* vear of the All-Ireland col-
;iEgEE

championship pro-
- vided a tremendous fillip to

WM the game in schools in all

“

o #

e -:*-::- R
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four provinces, and this
year there are 22 schools
affiliated in Connacht, a
similar number in Leinster,
2 in Munster and 2 second-
ary schools, plus 12 inter-

“mediate schools in Ulster.

Moreover, when the Le-

in Carrie Clancy, who has
gained intercounty and in-
terprovincial honours, and
Marjorie Doughan, of inter-
provincial and U.C.D. fame.

Although this is their
first year as a senior club,
the Imokilly side which is
picked from clubs in Glan-

".'ur C“nHeges Council
‘held a coaching course at
Mountmellick at Easter, it
attracted nuns and physical
education teachers and
pupils from schools that
are not even participating
at present in camogie.

And there is a further re-
cent development. In Dub-
lin, the Teachers Training
College at Carysfort, the
Domestic Economy College
at Cathal Brugha Street
and the Physical Training
College, at Sion Hill, are
all fielding teams in a spec-
ial Advanced Colleges
League.

This means that the tea-
chers of the future, at
every level, will have ex-
perience of, and an enthus-
iasm for, camogie that has
hitherto been all too often
lacking. So the future was
already bright, before ever
Mr. Molloy came along
with his grant of £1,000
which, in all the circum-
stances, could not have

come at a I'ﬂﬂll'E D[J[]'DI‘tUI‘!E
[lﬂTrE

Jsdhe t:me is for e
pansion, for m ntens
organisation more coach-
ing courses, referees’ cour-
ses, officer courses, and ab-
ove all, the subsidising of
camogie sticks, especially
for the schools.

One thing is certain. No
Association will use the
Government's grant to bet-
ter effect.

Camogie Attraction For
Kilkenny Festival

mire, Watergrasshill, Cloy-
ne and Churchtown, is fan-
cied to do very well in the

Cork championship. They
have county players in
Marie Costigan, Maisie
Murphy and Catherine
Ryan,

Ready for a good game !
not unless your boofs have

EL-JAY LACES

COTTON
in

natural and colours.

NYLON
in

White

THE BRAIDS LTD. GROUP

for
LACES, ELASTICS, TAPES, WEBS,

efc.

ZIP FASTENER MANUFACTURERS

ENNIS 21109.

DUBLIN 771186




Page 20.

Gaelic News, May, 1970.

In The News = wrth Bacchus

2¢ .. 28
-'29-I

ourT?
o 0% Ignatians 61, ar-

low 2-1.88
This was the result w en

these two teams mqm

friendly  football
played at Harlow Rugby
grounds in England re-

cently. The game drew a
large and appreciative at-
tendance and was refereed
by 71 years young Limer-
ick man Albert Garrard.
The Old Ignatians rugby
men have played several
games of Gaelic football re-
cently and are very anxious
to popularise the game
among other English rugby
clubs. Naturally there
were several Irishmen
playing for the English side
and they weren’t all full-
time rugby players either !
And after the match
there was a Ceili Mor in
the clubhouse of the Igna-
tians club ! With this kind
of carry-on in England and

those. Kerry fellows play-
ing with an oval (otherwise
known as a rugby) ball in
Australia, I don’t know
what the G.A.A. is coming
to at all.

Ah well, I'm sure our
new President will soon get
s all back on the straight
and narrow path signpost-
ed by rules 27, 28 and 29 !

All Aboard
For
Gaelic Park

I see where Congress ad-
" mitted defeat as regards

'.-f'weekend trips to New York

by players from this coun-
try. It's amazing how the
times change !

If the same idea had been
suggested a few years ago
there would have been,
and indeed there was, an
outcry with all kinds of
dubious motives being at-
tributed to our American
cousins. Now, of course,
things have changed, main-
ly because it is a case of
‘he who is without sin
casting the first stone’. For
although covering up for
misdemeanours is a speci-
ality among G.A.A. mem-
bers there was no hope of
cloaking all the transgres-
sions which occurred last
year and so the counties
gave in to making this lat-
est concession whereby
players from this country
may travel to New York,
as often as they can get
somebody to pay their way,
so long as they get permis-
sion from their home club
and county beforehand,

It should be a great sea-
son in Gaelic Park with the
big-money clubs such as
Kerry, Connemara Gaels,
Donegal, Louth, and of

course Monaghan vieing
with one another for the
cream of this country’s
football talent.

The only differential now
will be in the small matter
of ‘weekend expenses’ but
then the G.A.A. is an amat-
eur organisation so there
shouldn’t be any problem
there.

And our county players
will laugh all the way to
the bank when they re-
turn !

Meath
Player
Away

EMIGR&TIDH has proved

a big problem for
many a county over the
years. The loss of players
like Joe Foley (Wexford),
and Tom Lynch (Cavan)

proved stunning blows in
recent months.,

Last year Meath lost a
promising young player in
Tommy O'Dowd who went
to work in England. Now
another up and coming
youngster from the Royal
County, Ken Rennicks has
taken a similar course,
Meath supporters will be
hoping that Rennicks, who
was getting his name on

the score sheet regularly,
will return home before the
championship commences.

Another
Club

Magazine

NOTHER G.A A, club to
publish  their own
magazine is the Sarsfield’s
club from Belfast. Their
fine publication, ‘An Sair-
seil’ is a splendid example
of local effort being put to
good use rather than being
wasted in idle chatter as is
so often the case in the
G.AA.

There is plenty of excel-
lent reading in the first is-
sue of An Sairseil as can
be seen from the contents
list : Match Reports; The
G.AA. and the People;
Women in the G.A.A.; and
Club Development Scheme.

The headqguarters of the
Sarsfields club is 109 Divis
Street, Belfast 11, a fact
which speaks for itself, es-
pecially when it is remem-
bered that their clumrooms
were burned to the ground
during last year's August
riots.

O’Neill The
Organiser

The fifth annual dinner dance of the Down Association

of Gaelic Sportsmen (D.A.G.S)) took place recently in
the Ardmore Hotel, Newry and what a great night’s
entertainment it turned out to be. Sean O'Neill was this
year's organiser and, before going any further, I must
pay tribute to his ability in this field.

But O'Neill was not the only “star” of the night. In a
short but concise after-dinner speech, Chairman of the
Community Relations Committee in the North, Mr.
Maurice Hayes, who was accompanied by his wife, Fran-
ces — an ardent Down supporter — spoke of the part
sport could play in fostering good community relations
and urged all present to play their part in this sphere.

He also said that we in the G.A.A. should not throw a
cordon around ourselves in an effort to keep some sect-
ions of the community out.

The D.A.G.S. was formed in 1962, so that the members
of the various Down teams would not drift apart when
their playing days were over. It seems to have gone a
long way to achieving its aim. It is a great pity that
there are not more organisations like it.

In attendance at this latest function was P. J. McElroy
and Kevin O’Neill amongst players from the early part of
the last decade. Recently retired Paddy Doherty was also
there, plus, of course, many of the present Down line-
out including captain Tom O'Hare (no, I haven't for-
gotten my promise, Tom), John Murphy, Danny Kelly,
Dan McCartan, Joe Lennon, James McCartan etc,

But one of the nicest things of all was the number of
players from other countries that were present. Brian
McEniff made the long trip from Bundoran and, from
Magherafelt, came Mickey Niblock. Armagh’s Gene Lar-
kin and Tom McCreesh and Seamus Killough {Antrim)
were also present. Many other players from both north
and south of the Border also attended.

Representing Down and Ulster of the late 'forties was
ex-goalkeeper John O'Hare from Newry — now a fur-
niture salesman in Belfast. Also there was Gaelic News
contributor, Matt Fitzpatrick. '

It goes without saying, of course, that all the males [
have mentioned were accompanied by an attractive
partner — some of them wives, some of them girlfriends.
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Irish Must Learn Aussie Football

'THE only hope that I can see for international tours to

Australia is that an Irish team coached for two or
three months in Australian Football would travel out
there and take on the Aussies at their own game’.

This is the firm conviction of Kerry's Mick Gleeson
after taking part in this year’s Kerry tour down under
and he would also make it a pre-requisite for success that
an Australian team coming over to Ireland must play our
teams at Gaelic Football with very few modifications,

In this way both coun-
tries could put up a good
show and certainly good
enough to make the effort
a competitive  success
which it has got to be if
the Australian public are to
patronise matches in their
country sufficiently well to
make tours a financial suc-
cess,

And this most certainly
did not happen on the
Kerry tour according to
Mick Gleeson., The crowds
were small everywhere and
it was clear that the games
meant nothing to the Aus-
tralians. With one or two
exceptions all the publicity
had to be done by Kerry
themselves and this is
where this tour differed so
much to Meath's in 1968
when Harry Beitzel had
mounted a massive public-
ity campaign long before
the team even arrived in
the country.

This time Harry Beitzel's
role in the whole opera-
tion ended on the Thursday
before the tour when he
sent a cable to Dr. Jim

Brosnan advising the can-
cellation of the trip. This
in effect meant that Beitzel
was opting out of the
whole operation at the very
last moment and he never
appeared on the scene at
all in Melbourne, his home
town. As a result, the p -
match arrangements were
very haphazard. In Perth,
for example, on the morn-
ing that Kerry were due to
play there were no Gaelic
goalposts erected.

It became clear through-
out the tour that Harry
Beitzel is a very small man
indeed in the administra-
tion of Australian Football.
However, he did indicate
on one occasion that he in-
tended bringing another
Aussie team on tour to Ire-
land.

Talking to some Austra-
lian Rules players Mick
Gleeson found that they
share the same basic inter-
est in tours as do Gaelic
footballers — that of hav-
ing a good time, They all
spoke highly of their last
trip to this country and

would be anxious to make
a return visit. The only
man likely to provide them
with an opportunity to do
so is Harry Beitzel.

Of the matches played

Mick Gleeson

on the tour Mick Gleeson
would point to that played
in Melbourne as the tough-
est since several of the op-
position had played Gaelic
football before. These in-
cluded Ron Barassi, Alex
Jesulenko and Neill Ker-
ley. The only major con-
cession made in all the
games was the abolishing
of the pick-up.

Mick considers the half
hour played with the oval
ball in Adelaide to be of
some significance. The
Aussies were really trying
to win that day. Before
the game they heard a half
hour pep talk from Neill
Kerley and at half time the
scores were level’ ‘Their
biggest problem was the
tackle’.

Going back to his origin-
al point Gleeson points out
that when the Aussies
came to Ireland the public
went to watch them — be-
cause they were playing
Gaelic  Football, They
would not have come if an
Irish team was playing the
visitors at Australian Rules
— at least not after the
first game or two. The
same applies in Australia
so therefore it is stupid to
expect the public over
there to come and watch a
game they know nothing
about. Things would be
completely different, how-
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pects of Kerry's Australian trip with
Eugene McGee.

ever, if the natives were to
be challenged at their own
game,

It is interesting to recall
the most memorable mom-
ent of the trip as far as
Gleeson (who plays for
Kerry champions East
Kerry and for U.C.D.) was
concerned. It was the
words of an anonymous
well-wisher in New Zeal-
and who told him: "Your
teamn have been the best
ambassadors ever sent out
of Ireland, The ironic thing
is, as Mick points out, the
Kerry team was not sent
out at all. They went com-
pletely from their own re-

sources and as far as the
Irish government was con-
cerned the tour never ex-
isted. One wonders what
all the bright young men in
Bord Failte and Coras
Trachtala had against util-
ising the Kerry party for
the good of the country.
Like all the Kerry play-
ers the East Kerry man en-
joyed his round-the-world
trip immensely. In his
own words: ‘I would

readily swap an All-Ireland
medal for another tour like
that.’ Coming from a
Kerryman these are strong
words indeed.
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