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were in 500 places at once!

Our branches in Cork, Belfast, Dublin and Shannon may be
the best known—but the Bank of Ireland Group is represented
in almost five-hundred places throughout the country (the largest
banking group in Ireland!). And any of our branches brings you
both the usual services and the Group’s specialised services.
These include : Finance for Industry, Instalment Credit, Income
Tax, Executor and Trustee, Foreign Exchange.
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You’d be
surprise

. . . how easy it is to open a savings account with
AIB, and at how much you will accumulate with a little
effort and regular deposits . . . Which after all is the secret
of successful saving.

With an AIB Savings Book you can actually see your
account growing. (You will in fact be paid 429, interest on
your savings). '

To open an account is a very simple matter ; just
drop into any one of the 420 AIB branches throughout
Ireland ; AIB staff are friendly people who will give you all
the information and encouragement you need.

Don’t forget if you become a friend of AIB now :
they’ll be your friend, when you need them.

Allied Irish Banks

The Munster & Leinster, the Provincial and the Royal Banks

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
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Player-Wills, famous throughout the country for
their support of sporting and cultural projects, have

nother winner
long been closely associated with the G.A.A.
Over the years they have sponsored the Gael-Linn
films “Peil” and “Christy Ring’’, Jack Mahon's “Three b the same
in a Row’ and Raymond Smith’s history of hurling,

to make possible the publication of Raymond Smith’s
new, definitive work, “The Football Immortals™.

“Decades of Glory”. As well as a great many other
activities. Now Player-Wills are proud to have helped
R o e
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Play on—for fun

WE are living in an era of pro-
‘ fessional sport. An era of
big money-bags and highly-paid
performers. Soccer is no longer
a sport in the old meaning of
that word, but an intensively

- organised, deeply-specialised

form of public entertainment.

The money-bags govern golf.
The professional circuit in that
sport Increases every year and
the ftop amateur, unless he is
well heeled in business, inevitably
turns his eyes, and his ears, to
the crackle of the sponsor’s
cheque-book.

There is no longer such a thing
as amateur tennis at inter-

“national level; even in athleties,

the ancient barriers are being
breached.

In this frightening money-
market called big-time sport, is
there any place left for the
amateur game and the amateur
sportsman ? Where does the
G.A.A. stand in the whirligig of
paid public entertainers ?

The questions are being asked
(quietly now, but they will be-
come louder and more Insistent):
Is professional Gaelic games a
feasible proposition ? Would the
games Improve as public enter-
tainment and would they, there-
fore, win back the departing
crowds, if the players were paid
for their services ?

It is an alarming thought. The
Assoclation has always prided
itself on its amateur status—‘“the

greatest amateur sports organisa-
tion 1n the world” was a
tavoumte phnrase. ls it possible,
in thirty or #nfty years’ time,
that that boast will no longer be
true ?

The G.A.A. must never allow
this to happen. But the day will
surely come when it will have to
fight tooth and nail to preserve
the 1deal of amateurism.

What 1s forgotten too often
these days is that a hurler or
footballer, whether he is a mere
club scrubber or an All-Ireland
star, 1s primarily playing the
game for his own enjoyment.
t'he fact that the Association
builds enclosed grounds and
takes money from the public at
the turnstiles is not, essentially,
the concern of the man who
kicks or pucks a ball around the
the field inside. No doubt he is
affected by it in a number of
ways, but he can, if he wants
to, remain aloof, and ignore the
role of public performer into
which the circumstances tend to
cast him. He can still be his own
boss, playing the game just for
the fun of it. ;

Professional sport, especially
professional team sport, is often
a sordid, even a corrupt business.
The public is shown the attrac-
tive wrapping and can only
guess at the ugliness which is fre-
quently hidden within.

The G.A.A. must jealously
guard 1its heritage, of which
amateurism is a basic principle.

SPONSORSHIP

TI—LE article above deals with professionalism in sport. This should
not be confused with the sponsorship of amateur sports events

by business firms.

Perhaps the borderline is finely drawn, but the

two fields are categorically separated.

_ A correspondent in this issue writes about commercial sponsor-
ship and the G.A.A. And he says: “I find it hard to imagine how
sponsorship could affect the amateur status of the G.A.A. as long
as there was no question of actual payments to players for playing”.

It is probable that the Association would benefit from large-
scale sponsorship of certain events, such as the Australian tours,
which, at the moment seem to have receded info the pipe-dream
realm bcause of the magnitude of cost. As our correspondent
declares, it is a loaded and complicated question. But it deserves

close and objective study.
3
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EAN O’NEILL of Down, with
59 points, and Mick Roche of
Tipperary, with 27 points, have
emerged as Gaelic Sport's foot-
baller and hurler of 1968.

O’Neill had a massive victory
over all rivals. In fact his record
points total is almost double that
of his fellow-Down player, Tom
O’Hare, who came second with
34 points. Yet, O’Hare’s score 1s
exceptionally high and would
have placed him at the head of
Gaelic Sport's annual football
rankings in 1963, 64, ’65, ’66 and
’67. Only Jack Quinn’s 39 last
yvear (the higgest total until
Sean O’'Neill’s) tops O’Hare’s
score.

It is worth noting that the
Down full forward led our
monthly rankings on three occa-
sions during the year. He filled
second place twice and took
third, fourth and fifth position
in the rankings at other times.
All of which means that the
great O’Neill figured among the
Top Ten footballers in Ireland
in seven out of the twelve
months of 1968. That is a re-
markable example of consistency
at the very top level of perfor-
mance,

Mick Roche had a close call
from Wexford's 1968 All-Ireland
captain, Dan Quigley, who took
second place with 26 points,
only one point behind the
winner. T+ will be recalled that

Gaelic Sports-Stars of 1963

O'NEILL AND ROCHE

TAKE

the Tipperary player was man
of the match in the All-Ireland
final, when he gave a magnifi-
cent display at centre half back.
That earned him top ranking in
Gaelic Sport’s list in the following
month and, as events turned out,
assured him of the final acco-
lade when the points over the
year were totalled.

But, like his football counter-
part, Roche was consistent, too.
He headed the monthly rankings
on one other occasion, and took
second and third places in our
monthly call-over in between.

For the benefit of new readers,
the system of rankings should
be explained at this point. In
each issue over the year, the top
ten players in hurling and foot-
ball are listed from one to 10.
The ratings are based on inter-
county performances in matches
played in Ireland over the pre-
vious month. Ten points are
awarded to the player in the
number one position, nine to the
second and so on down to one
point to the player in tenth
position. The Stars of the Year
then emerge by the simple and,
we believe, very fair method of
totting up the points that each
player scored over the previous
twelve months.

A measure of Down’s promin-
ence on inter-county fields over
the past year is that they fill the
first four places on the football
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TOP PLACES

list, Colm McAlarney and Paddy
Doherty coming third and fourth
behind O’Neill and O’Hare with
26 and 25 points respectively.
Another member of the All-
Ireland champions, Joe Lennon,
fills sixth place with 16 points,
but this mark 1is shared by
Mickey Kearins of Sligo and
Sean Cleary of Galway.

That is a marvellous record
for Down. Six other members of
the champion team figured in
the rankings over the year, but
they were not in the running
for places among the annual Top
Ten. They are Mickey Cole, John
Purdy, Danny Kelly, John
Murphy, Jim Milligan and Peter
Rooney.

The following is the full foot-
ball list. (Note that, while the
number of places on the list is
confined to ten, a few Dpositions
are shared by two or three
players, who tied on the same
points mark.)

Pts. Name Team
1—(59) S. O’Neill ...... (Down)
2—(34) T. O’Hare ...... (Down)

3—(26) C. McAlarney (Down)

4—(25) P. Doherty ... (Down)
5—(17) J. Culloty ... (Kerry)
6—(16) J. Lennon ...... (Down)
M. Kearins ... (Sligo)
? 8, Cleary ... (Galway)
7—(15) M. O’Connell (Kerry)
»  W. Morgan ... (Cork)
M., Kerrigan (Meath)




Mick Roche

8—(14) M. Hopkins (Longford)
9—(12) P. Griffin ...... (Kerry)
» P, Mangan (Kildare)
”» P, Reynolds ... (Meath)
10— (11) R. Carolan ... (Cavan)
»  J. Duggan ... (Galway)
» J, Hanniffy (Longford)

The only other footballers who
reached double figures are Joe

Corcoran (Mayo) and Martin
Furlong (Offaly). Both ccored
ten points.

In hurling, Mick Roche’s lead
over Dan Quigley is so small
(the minimum, in fact), that
Wexford supporters may well
feel inclined to call for a re-
count ! But figures are incontro-
vertible—and the system is fool-
proof. The Tipperary man well
deserves the honour.

Wexford have compensation,
however, for a run down the list
shows that the All-Ireland
champions have won seven
places—and most of them very
near the top.

Following is the full hurling
list :

Pts. Name Team
1—(27) M. Roche (Tipperary)

2—(26) D, Quigley (Wexford)
3—(23) P. Nolan ... (Wexford)
»  J. Quigley (Wexford)

4—(22) P. Lynch ... (Wexford)

5—(21) P. O’Brien (Clare)
6—(20) A. Doran (Wexford)
»  J, Berry ... (Wexford)

Sean O'Neill in action.

7—(18) J. Cullinan ... (Clare)
8—(17) P. Wilson (Wexford)

” J., O’'Donoghue (Tipp.)
9—(15) P. J. Ryan (Tipperary)
10—(14) P. Moran (Kilkenny)

Other hurlers who scored
double figures were: J. Treacy
(Kilkenny), 13; W. Murphy
(Wexford), J. McCarthy (Cork),
J. Connolly (Galway), 0. Walsh
(Kilkenny), C. McCarthy (Cork),
12; S. Barry (Cork), 11; M. Foley
(Waterford), D. Foley (Dublin),
10.

The following were the rank-
ings of players in matches
played from November 24th to
December 15, inclusive :

HURLING
1—P. Wilson ......... (Wexford)
2—M. Jacob ......... (Wexford)
33— LYHEN .come (Wexford)
4—J, BEEry ..o (Wexford)
5—A. Doran ........ . (Wexford)
b—E. BArtyY coveisenssie (Cork)
5

7—P. Moran ......... (Kilkenny)
8—D. Quigley ...... (Wexford)
9—J. Connolly ......... (Galway)
10—P. Dillon ...... (Kilkenny)
FOOTBALL
1—M. Furlong ......... (Offaly)
2 b THHIOEY cvvervesivey (Kerry)
3—W. Morgan ......... (Cork)
4—J, Judge ............ (Louth)
5—M. Whelan ......... (Dublin)
6—J. CONWAY cxsvonoenan (Laoils)
7—M. Kerrigan ......... (Meath)
8—L. Leech ............ (Louth)
9—M. Carley ...... (Westmeath)

10—J. Donnelly ...... (Kildare)
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NEW FEATURE

Readers will find a new
and novel feature in page
49 of this issue. It is a quiz
with a difference; it will
test your Eknowledge of
Gaelic games—under pres-
sure! And it is designed

for young and old. §
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SEAN
O’NEILIL

Footballer
of 1968

By Jay Drennan

MONG footballers, nobody
caught the imagination like
Sean O’Neill, in the past year.
There can have been no other
player, since awards were intro-
duced for outstanding individuals,
who has so dominated and led
the way from beginning to end
of the season. A count at any
stage of 1968 must have shown
O’Neill firmly fixed in the lead,
and the further the year went on
the more he increased his lead.
Many men have had great
vears, and many have achieved
prodigies, but seldom has a man
set such a complex of problems
that no one has looked like
solving them even on one occa-
sion. The list of vitally-timed and
brilliantly produced scores which
he got throughout the year
helped merely to emphasise that

here was a man with the power
to swing any game his team’s
way.

Concentration, alertness, skill
of the highest order, and the de-
sire to carry Down to success
against any odds seem the essen-
tial elements that coalesce to
make this ice-cold man such an
unique forward. Concentration to
him means the placing of one’s
whole mind inflexibly on the

surge and current of the game:

even unlikely skirmishings at the
other end of the field engage his
complete attention. So, when his
team does gain possession he is
always a move ahead, knows
whether his best bet is to fall
back and make an extra link in
the build-up process, or 1o
manoeuvre for a close in finishing
position from which to launch
those split-second interventions.

Off the ball, Sean O’Neill is the

.best forward player in the game;

on the ball, his speed and
economy of thought, his infinite
variety of incisive attacking
moves, and his cold precision of
finish, puts him in a class apart
from all attackers of 1968.

Apart from all the thrills which
O’Neill has given to Down sup-
porters and to neutrals, he has
brought a whole new dimension
to full-forward play. We have
been used to players of something
less than the very highest class
on the edge of the square. You
can have the heavyweight or the
staunch-type who is a deadly man
when he gets possession facing
goal and must be fouled to be
stopped. He will, perhaps, be a
drilled distributor, also, to make
up for his lack of mobility. And
you can have the roving Kind,
who knows his limitations at the
heavy-going near the posts, and
prefers to come out and set up
chances from further out.

But, Sean O’Neill has shown
that full-forward is the ideal
position for a truly highly-skilled

7

thoughtful one.
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all-rounder. If he is good enough
then No. 14 is the position from
which he can have the greatest
influence on things. But, O’Neill
has also shown that such a player
must be a singularly good one,
and, most of all, a singularly

For a slight man with no
weight advantage, Sean O’Neill
18 tremendously dangerous
around the square. He uses the
fist and the deflection with extra-
ordinary cunning — with an
apparent sixth sense knowledge
of the position of the posts and
defenders behind him. His speed
from a standing position takes
him on the scene so suddenly
that chinks appear in surprised
defences. And his ice-cold appre-
ciation of the rebound or the
mishandling error gives him
plenty of scores because he re-
acts like lightning, and before the
backs can recover. Nobody who
saw the speed which enabled him
to turn a rebound past Culloty
for the vital early All-Ireland
goal when any of the obvious
ploys might have meant the
chance was gone, will under-
estimate the lethal qualities of
speed and decisiveness.

Outside, O’Neill was long well-
known as a splendid winger. He
retains all the characteristics of
the good outfield player; moves
well with the ball, goes in de-
cisively for possession, distributes
it sagaciously. But, you do not
see O'Neill falling back willy-
nilly every time; that kind of
full-forward play only hampers
the other forwards when they
are in their correct positions. It is
when the half-line has lost ifs
position falling back under pres-
sure that O’Neill races to inter-
vene near midfield, turning what
would have been a comfortable
clearance into a quick-switching
deadly attack with the backs
spread out over uncomfortably
large spaces.
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Seldom misses an important match—however far away.
Likes to be where the excitement is—and to follow it
with a remarkably sharp eye for detail. Always marfages
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things the other fellow wouldn’t notice. S X
Likes to talk to players, trainers and other ™o —

spectators. In fact, enters wholeheartedly into the spirit of
it all—much to the enjoyment of thousands of other keen
spectators who can’t be there.

By far the greatest proportion of RTE Sports
Programmes are devoted to Gaelic Games.

For details of forthcoming presentations see the
RTE Guide — out every Friday. Price 6d.

Radio Telefis
Eireann

’e

oA




scales

TRULY wonderful record-

making year for Mickey
Kearins! Such was the 24-year-
old Sligo interprovincial foot-
baller’s dynamic sharpshooting
during 1968 that, scorewise, he
well and truly scaled dramatic
new heights for a footballer.

In 24 engagements during the
past year Kearins scored a
majestic total of 2-135 (141 pts.)
—2a brilliant new peak for foot-
ball. This betters by a quite
impressive five points the prev-
ious high point in the code ot
13-97 (136 pts.) scored in exactly
the same number of games by
Paddy Doherty (Down) when he
led the way in both football and
hurling in 1960.

In addition, this score also
earns for Kearins, ranking as the
first Connacht man to take the
No. 1 spot in All-Ireland in both
games since Sean Purcell filled
9 similar role with the Galway

MICKEY KEARINS

Kearins

new peak

county record of 11-74 (107
pts.) in 22 games back 1n 1958.
The Sligo ace is also the first
from his province to top the All-
Ireland football table over two
separate years since I introduced
these tables in 1955. He was the
game’s most prolific scorer In
1966 when he hit 3-90 (99 pts.)
in 17 games, but he ran a mode-
rate second to Eddie Keher (Kil-
kenny), who recorded 10-85 (115
pts.), also in 17 outings.
Ironically, a year earlier
Kearins found the target as no
Connacht man had done until

" his own achievements in 1968.

He scored 4-104 (116 pts.) In 17
matches, but he was still passed
out by both Charlie Gallagher
(Cavan) and Keher.

Gallagher scored 7-102 (123
pts.) in 19 games, and the Kil-
kenny hurler had a personal best
of 16-79 (127 pts.) from 20 hours.

That 1968 score points-wise by
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By OWEN McCANN

Kearins, as distinct from goals
and points combined, also earns
him another record! The pre-
vious best was 107 points by Gal-
lagher in 1964. He also scored
six goals in 20 games that year
to top both charts with the Cavan
record of 125 points in all.

After all these notable scoring
distinetions, I feel Kearing’
record for 1968 is worthy of a
complete run-down. He scored:

2.6 v. Mayo in a challenge at
Sligo on February 18;

0-11 v. Civil Service (Dublin),
Croke Park, April 6; v. Leitrim,
League, Sligo, October 6;

0-10 v. Fermanagh, League, Ir-
vinestown, October 20;

0-8 v. Longford, tournament,
Longford, May 19; v. Leitrim,
championship, Sligo, June 2; v.
Kerry, challenge, Tralee, June 9;
0-7 v. Derry, League, Irvines-
League, Croke Park, April 21; v.
Kildare, League replay, May 5;

0-6 v. Donegal, League, Irvines-

town, March 10; v. Kildare,
League, Carrick - on - Shannon,
March 31;

0-5 v. Mayo, championship,

Castlebar, June 23; v. Kildare,
tournament, Sligo, June 30; V.
Antrim, August 25; v. Armagh,
September 8; v. Antrim, Septem-
ber 29, all in Belfast tournament.

0-4 v. Dublin, Belfast tourna-
ment, August 11; v. Mayo, Gael-
Linn Cup, Sligo, September 15; v
Donegal, League, Ballyshannon,
November 10,

0-3 Connacht trial,
town, February 11.

The Sligo sharpshooter failed
to score in three of his outings—
a February 4 challenge with
Mayo at Charlestown, against
Ulster at Cavan on March 3, and
a March 17 challenge with Gal-
way at Sligo.

His matech average works out
at an impressive 5.87 points. This
is still only good enough, how-

@ TO0 PAGE 10
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ever, to share top place in the
land with Mayo’s Joe Corcoran.
The record match average in
football is 7.18 points achieved
by Paddy Doherty in each of his
11 games on the way to second
place in football in 1958 with
11-36 (79 pts.).

The top scoring achievement in
one match in football in 1968 was
put up by Jack Berry (Wexford),
who shot the best score in the
code since 1960 at 3-9 in an
O’Byrne Cup tie with Kilkenny at
Gorey on April 21.

Penalty kicks were numerous
enough during 1968. In all, 26
were awarded, and 15 resulted
in goals. Two more were
pointed. Of the remaining nine,
four were saved by goalkeepers
and five kicked wide.

In hurling, Eddie Keher be-
comes the first to top the chart
outright in three separate
seasons. He led the way in 1965
and 1966, and shared the No. 1
ranking with Tipperary’s Jimmy
Doyle in 1963. Doyle was out-
right leader in 1960 and 1964 and
joint first with Christy Ring in
1962.

The Kilkenny hurler also now
goes into the record book as the
first player in either game to
better a century of points four
years in succession, and also the
first man to reach three figures
over five separate seasons.

He scored 103 points (9-76) in
17 games in 1963; had that per-
sonal best in 1965, and headed
both charts again in 1966 with
10-85 (115 points) in 17 games.

In 1967, although an injury
that forced him to retire during
the All-Ireland final sidelined
Keher also for the rest of the
year, he was still only pipped
for first place by a mere point
by Pat Cronin (Clare). The Kil-
kenny man chalked up 13-64
(103 pts.) in 14 games.

In his 1968 campaign, Keher
averaged 5.72 points per game,
but Jimmy Doyle still gained a

Qansomes
MOW THE WORLD'S
FOOTBALL PITCHES

with these
PRECISION-ENGINEERED MACHINES

MULTIMOWER

Popular with football clubs, local authorities, etc., with large grass-
cutting programmes on limited budgets. Tackles grass up to 24” high,
yet gives a good finish on a sports ground—a

task usually requiring a variety of machines. The

Multimower solves this problem by using a power
unit mounted on pneumatic tyres and two
casily fitting cutting heads. It can
be a 27° Rotary
cutter or a 307 o
Reel cutter which el §
can cut to the | iR
edge of the verge. e

[ndispensable for
the successful up-
keep of playing
fields, they soon
justify their cost.
There are power
gang mowers and
tractor gang
mowers from 357
cut to 20° 6”7 cut.

Write for particulars to the Main Distributors :

LENEHANS i
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clear lead here over all 1in
hurling and football with 7.11
points per hour. The peak is 10.10
by Christy Ring for 22-35 (101
pts.) from 10 matches in 1959.

If football produced a new
record, the Everest-like high in
hurling of 35-50 (155 pts.) in 19
games in 1956 by Wexford’s
Nick Rackard, was not even
‘“shaken” last year. Incidentally,
the goals total that year is tops
for both games.

The goals record in football is
13, and 1s held jointly by Paddy

Doherty, with that 1960 score
and Johnny Joyce (Dublin), who
shot 13-16 (55 pts.) in fourteen
matches in 1962,

Sean O’Neill (Down) looked
poised for a new goals record
after the All-Ireland final win
in September. He had five en-
gagements after that Blue Riband
win, but failed to bag a single

.goal to add to green flag No. 12

that he raised in the win over
Kerry. However, O’Neill did
reach a new personal best during
1968 with 101 points.

The points scoring record in
hurling is 87. Jimmy Doyle
reached that tally, and also
scored 10 goals in his 17
engagements in 1964.

To wind up, Tommy Walsh
blazed an impressive trail when
he got 3-5 for Waterford in their
National League win over Kil-
kenny at Waterford on October
13. Another Kilkenny-Waterford
matech in 1968, a July tourna-
ment at Waterford, produced
another fine individual feat —
3-4 by Claus Dunne.

T HE CHARTTS aommmmmmmmmmmn

CONNACHT
Pts. Score Games Avg.
141 M., Kearins (Sligo) ......... 2-135* 24 587
94 J. Corcoran (Mayo) ...... 9-67 16 5.87
74 J. Keenan (Galway) ...... 5-59 18 4.11
62 C. Dunne (Galway) ...... 3-53 19 3.26
35 J. Henry (Sligo) ............ 7-14 13 2.69

* New Provincial and All-Ireland record.

ULSTER

Pts. Score Games Avg.
101 S. O’Neill (Down) ......... 12-65 23 4.39
84 P, Doherty (Down) ...... 6-66 19 442
15 C. Gallagher (Cavan) 4-63 16 4.68
43 S. Woods (Monaghan) 2-37 12 3.58
41 J. Murphy (Down) ......... 5-26 21 195

Provincial record—13-97 (136 pts.) in 24 games :
P. Doherty (Down), 1960.

LEINSTER
Pts. Score Games Avg,
75 A. Brennan (Meath) ...... 6-57* 19 3.94
12 J. Donnelly (Kildare) ... 363 16 4.5
58 J. Hanniffy (Longford) ... 4-46 23 2.52
97 A, McTeague (Offaly) 2-51 1} " 518
55 P. Delaney (Dublin) ...... 1-52 17 3.23

* Includes scores during Australian tour.
Provincial record—7-99 (120 pts.) in 24 games:
H. Donnelly (Offaly), 1961.
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MUNSTER
Pts. Score Games Avg.
58 M. O'Dwyer (Kerry) ...... 4-46 12 4.83
30 M. O’Connell (Kerry) 1-27 11 272
29 C. O’Sullivan (Cork) ...... 2-23 9 BR22
P. Griffin (Kerry) ......... 1-26 10 2.90
27 M. Tynan (Limerick) 0-27 8 337
B. Lynch (Kerry) ......... 2-21 9 3.00

Provincial record—9-52 (79 pts.) 1n 17 games:
B. O’Callaghan (Kerry), 1863.

HURLING

LEINSTER

Pts, Score Games Avg.
103 E. Keher (Kilkenny) ...... 9-76 18 bH.72
66 A. Doran (Wexford) ...... 17-15 17 3.88
65 J. Berry (Wexford) ...... 18-11 18 3.61
61 P. Lynch (Wexford) ...... 5-46 15 4.06
4% C. Dunne (Kilkenny) ...... 8-23 12 18.9]

Provineial record—35-50 (155 pts.) in 19 games :
N. Rackard (Wexford), 1956.

MUNSTER
Pts. Score Games Avg.
64 J, Doyle (Tipperary) ...... 3-55 N i 1)
54 C. McCarthy (Cork) ...... 10-24 11 490
46 P. Cronin (Clare) ......... 7-25 11 4.18
35 D. Nealon (Tipperary) 6-17 12 291
30 N. Pyne (Clare) ........c...s 5-15 12 2.50

Provincial record—10-87 (117 pts.) in 17 games :
J. Doyle (Tipperary), 1964.

GALWAY’S TOP SCORER : J. Connolly, 1-22 (25
pts.) in 8 games; average 3.12 points.

ULSTER’S TOP SCORER : M. Stafford (Donegal),
3-13 (22 pts.) in 4 games; average 5.50 points.



MICK ROCHE

T has been a year of mixed
fortunes for Tipperary:
T.eague champions after a tri-
umphant, if disorganised, Ameri-
can tour, sad losers of the All-
Ireland when all their years told
against them at the crucial time,
and, then, that pointless joust
with newspapermen at the year’s
end. In all of this up and down
fortune there has been one com-
mon denominator, at least, in the
masterful form of Mick Roche.

For years there has been weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth on the
Waterford side of the Suir, but
this year more than ever. For
Roche used to play as a minor
for St. Molleran’s in the Water-
ford championships, was even
given a minor county trial for
the Decies, and, sad to tell, did
not make the grade. So, while he
has gone from strength to
strength with Tipperary and the
Carrick Davins, Waterford people
have been wondering whether
they should boast of Roche or
envy Tipperary. They have con-
cluded that they should, in fair-
ness, do both,

This dark, thick-haired, re-
laxed young man has become the
complete hurler. It is impossible
to contest his right to the title of
Hurler of 1968. Even as Wexford,
spectacularly, raised their game
to capture the All-Ireland, it was

By |IM BENNETT

Roche’s play which struck into
the memory. Tony Doran’s heroic
achievements in the second-half
were stirring, indeed, but what
q novice Doran looked in the first
half marking the supreme Roche.

While playing centre-back
there was a shade of contempt
about Roche’s play which placed
him on a godlike eminence. In
the final, he went into a clash
with a Wexford player for a
dropping overhead ball; half-way
through the pull, he changed his
mind, took his left hand away
from his hurley and casually
pouched in it the flying ball.
Another time, he was covering
off behind two players when the
fast-travelling ball hit one of
them on the side of the head and
rebounded away at an unimagin-
able angle. Yet, there was Roche’s
hand ensuring it a soft landing.
You got the unavoidable impres-
sion that form and fitness and
training and superb skill had so
quickened the man’s reactions
and smoothed out the rough ways
of hurling, that everything that
happened in the match seemed to
be reduced, through his eyes,
almost to slow motion.

That final showing has been
compared to some of the vintage
Bobby Rackard or his brother
Billy. I can remember only one
performance so dominating. That
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Hurler of 1968

was on an auspicious day 1In
Thurles, in 1954, I think, when
a poor Waterford side faced a
very good Cork one, and Johnny
O’Connor stood alone and heroic
against a one way tide of sophis-
ticated Cork ©pressure. The
heavier the pressure became, the
more majestic was Johnny's
counter thrust; time after time,
since there was little assistance
outside, he carried the ball out
of his own defensive quarters,
through forests of attackers up
to midfield before hurling it de-
fiantly down to his ailing attack.
And seconds later, he should have
to do it all over again.

The circumstances may have
been different, but the test of
character, of pure natural ability,
and of sophisticated hurling skill
was the same. Roche, also, has all
these things. But, while O’Connor
was a combative, urgent, instinc-
tive type of hero, Roche is de-
liberate, introspective and calcu-
lating. His great natural gifts are
purity of sweet style, and an eye
and reactions of extraordinary
speed. His instinctive tendency
is never to hurry, always to com-
plete. and garnish each move
And acquired skill and the built
up lessons of experience now
enable him to indulge his in-
stincts to the full.

The contrast with O’Connor is
fascinating. Johnny was so urgent




At centre half

he presents

a spectacle

too rarely

seen on our

hurling fields

in all he did, dashing in with no
thought of safety; Roche is built
quite differently, with an easy-
going roll as his natural move-
ment, and a sang froid and re-
laxation which would make Bing
Crosby envious. Yet, he has a
judgement of distance and timing
which places him under the
drop of the ball with almost un-
broken regularity.

In striking, skill and body co-
ordination makes the ball travel
fluently. In fact, the same natural
co-operation of hip and hand and
eye, makes him a colossal hitter
of a golf ball also.

We will not always see the
most majestic of Roche’s hurling,
for Tipperary cannot afford to
field without him at centre field.
Here, of course, his sleight of
hand, his reading of the game,
his control of the solo into the
heart of enemy territory, and his
accuracy of stroke, make him a
noteworthy figure — at his best
among the best centre field men
the game has produced. But, he is
not always at his best at No. 8
or No. 9. Some disenchantment
with mid-field play seems to de-
press him now and again. It 1S
to be hoped that whenever this
happens he will be given his
head again at centre-back, for in
that position he presents a spec-
tacle too rarely seen on our
hurling fields.

Hveryone
fits into.the

picture at ...

HOLIDAY CAMP
MOSNEY

At Butlins there's something for everyone.
While youngsters play parents have their own
well edrned holiday!

Apply now for a colour brochure to the

Oamp at Mosney, or 4/56 Trinity 8t., Dublin 2,
or, in fact, any Travel Agerit.

2l
.....

13

o




lock outworms
& liver fluke! 161,

Nilzan destroys
them all-for bo

B
o EE !

1 o
i et
=i

L e

e i =

T

B

sl o
bl o

e e
T
e

New Nilzan is the first ever triple-power drench!
It's the only drench powerful enough to -
destroy all kinds of worms and liver fluke

at the same time.

Nilzan can’t miss ! It gets them all at the same
time, at the same dose level. You never need
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Nilzan is safe for all cattle and sheep whatever
their condition, right through the year.
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A LOOK AT THE TOP-BRACKET TEAMS WHO
FAILED TO MAKE THE BIG BREAKTHROUGH

THE BEST

OF THE

ALSO-RANS

O the victors the spoils, and rightly so. But
what of the “also-rans” of 1968, of such as
Longford, Kildare, Sligo and Derry, in particular,
who did not get on the winners list nationally in
the premier grade last year, but still each made a
deep imprint in the football scene ?
Year hold for thes
counties ? Will it at long last prove for one the
year of the great break-through ? Or for all four
just another season of hope, effort and the final
disappointment in that testing quest for a place on

What does the New

the top rung of the ladder ?

Interesting questions these, as
we bid farewell to 1968 and look
hopefully to the year just dawn-
ing. So, let’s take a look back on
performances in the past year to
see if we cannot grasp any worth-
while pointers that might help to
throw some light on the likely
prospects in the campaign ahead
for these four particular coun-
ties.

LONGFORD: I thought that
they—Ilike, indeed, Kerry—were
generally over-rated after their
gallant failure in the All-Ireland
semi-final. Admittedly, that
match provided fast, fluent foot-
ball, but I felt, at the time, that
there was too much emphasis on
the football provided, and not
enough on the teams.

It did not seem to me then
that Longford had what it takes

LT T TR

to make the big break-through. I
thought they displayed weak
links both in defence and attack.
Nothing has happened since to
improve Longford’s ranking in
my own book. Indeed, I feel they
will have their work cut out to

retain their Leinster title in
1969.
KILDARE : Since their All-

Ireland under-21 title win 1in
1965, they have been dogged by
defeats at senior level in the
games that really mattered. I
believe that had they beaten
Down in the League final last
May it would have given their
young players a much-needed
morale booster at just the right
time, and could thus have proven
the springboard for brighter days
for the county.

Thelr form since has not been
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By
OWEN
McCANN

impressive. In their favour, how-
ever, is the fact that there should
be no shortage of promising
talent—they were also runners-up
for the 1966 All-Ireland under-21
title, and won a third Leinster
crown at this grade in 1967 —
but at this stage I think it will
still take Kildare some time to
find again a blend capable of
putting the county back again to
the ranking enjoyed even last
spring.

SLIGO : Mickey Kearins is a
tremendous asset and he 1s
backed up by some talented per-
formers in all departments.
Nevertheless, Sligo were some-
what too inconsistent for my
liking in 1968. After those two
grand games with Kildaree in
the League semi-final, they lost
a number of matches I felt they
should have won.

That’s one reason why I now
put an outsize question-mark
after Sligo’s name. Another 1s
that, while they have some
efficient forwards besides
Kearins, he still remains their
only real SCORE-GETTER. So, I
would also like to see greater all-
round punch up front before
supporting Sligo as a team likely
to go places in the coming year.

DERRY : Although, unlike the

® TO PAGE 17
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Our Lady of the Angels School, Cabinteely.

Phone or write for folder showing range of designs available to—

CEDARLAN Ltd.

7 OLD VICTORIA ROAD, CORK. Telephone 23858

THE ERBEST SYSTEM

. of walling single and multi-storey buildings with factory
manufactured precast concrete panels, was used in the

construction of the . . .

New school extension to Ursuline Convent, Cabinteely
Simple and quick to erect, the ERBEST system allows for complete

flexibility of design and incorporates a variety of finishes.

VWA RN NSRS

122 Lr. Baggot Street, Dublin. Tel. 634?9.
See our stand at the Building Centre
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The Kildare team which contested the National Football League Home Final with Down last year.
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other three counties under
review, they did not contest a
major senior game at Croke
Park, it still seems to me that
Derry have the best credentials
of all for the coming season.

There is much to support this
view. What I rate the most
brilliant group of starlets I have
ever seen won Derry’s only All-
Ireland minor title in 1965. Eight
of those minors are now first-
team regulars. What's more,
these 1965 minor medallists were
also in the team that brought the
All-Ireland under-21 crown to
Derry—and to Ulster for the first
time—Ilast September. Two more
of that under-21 title winning
side have also been playing
regularly with Derry’s senior
outfit for some time.

Derry, then, have had the per-
fect build-up, or development,
for a team with designs on
getting to the top. Then, there is
Sean O’Connell. They don’t come

much better than this Ballerin
artist. Although now in the
veteran stage, he can still leave
his stamp on any game and
inspire his younger and less ex-
perienced colleagues. Only last
month, for instance, he took
ninth place in our rankings.

However, first-class talent 1s
not the only key necessary to
open up the door successfully to
the always-testing challenge to
greatness. Talent must be welded
into a smart-moving, co-ordinated
unit, with maturity, Iindustry,
power, class and purpose in all
departments.

I submit that, as far as this
guide-line 1is concerned, Derry,
on their form in 1968, are also
measuring up really well. They
gave Down a great run in the
championship and are currently
on top of their League section
with five points from games with
Tyrone, Cavan and Longford. All
of which inclines me to the view
that Derry will be the team to
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emerge from this League section
__Cavan, Sligo and Donegal are
the others in the hunt—for a
League semi-final place.

If they get that far, Derry will
really take Dbeating. A good
League run, bringing with it fur-
ther self-confidence, could also
prove the prelude to a specta-
cular championship march.

Yes, the more I look at Derry’s
outfit, and measure progress
made, the more I feel that here
is the side that could well ex-
change the mantle of *““also-ran™
of 1968 for a place among the
elite of 1969.

Alas for hurling, the position
remains static. Could Limerick’s
League win over Clare in
October be an indication of
bright days for the Shannon-
siders ? Possibly, but having
been disappointed so often by the
failure of counties outside the
top-bracket to live up to expecta-
tions, I prefer to wait . . . and
hope !

p—



Should the G.A.A. seek
commercial sponsors?

A loaded question

says MOONDHARRIG

IN this, our day, when sponsorship, to a greater

or less extent, 1S available not alone for a
remarkable variety of sporting events, big and
small, but also for almost any kind of festival,
frolic or fiesta, would the G.A.A. be justified in
seeking or accepting such sponsorship ? And, if
sponsorship 18 accepted, how would such a move
affect the Association’s amateur status ?

This is a loaded and com-
plicated question which, to be
quite candid, I would much pre-
fer to sidestep, but since, in this
case, 1t was posed for me directly
by the editor, what can I do but
express my honest opinion ?

In the first place, of course,
there is the fundamental ques-
tion of the whole amateur status
of the G.A.A. when the Associa-
tion was founded it was, very
deliberately, not confined to
amateurs.

In its earliest years the Gaelic
Athletic Association was exactly
what its name implied, an Athle-
tic association as far as competi-
tive events were concerned. From
the very start, in direct contrast to
the rival body, the Irish Amateur
Athletic Association, the G.A.A.
allowed all athletes, both
amateur and professional, to
compete at its meetings. They
did not compete against one
another, however, but took part
in strictly separate events on the
same programme, in order to
sateguard the international

e

position of the amateurs, who
were liable to suspension if they
competed against professionals.

Now the original rules of the
G.A.A. made no mention what-
ever of either amateur or pro-
fessional nor is there any direct
rule defining what i1s or is not
amateur status in the G.A.A’s
Official Guide to this day.

As far as I am aware, no rule
was ever made debarring pro-
fessional athletes from member-
ship of the G.A.A. and, indeed,
there are only two rules in the
Official Guide which make any
reference at all to the matter of
amateurism.

Rule 5 states “Full-time train-
ing is inconsistent with the
amateur status of members of
the Gaelic Athletic Association”,
but leaves us no whit the wiser
as to what exactly “amateur
status of members” 1s meant to
define. Rule 115, which deals with
“prizes or awards”’ to players
who take part in a competition,
decrees that prizes “shall con-
sist only of trophies or playing
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equipment, cash prizes being
altogether forbidden”.

Therefore, by deduction from
what 1s i1mplied in these rules,
G.A.A. players cannot accept
money for playing in or tralning
for any matches under the juris-
diction of the Association.

But that is the limit of the

G.A.A’s “amateur status” restric-

tions. Players who are pro-
fessionals in other sports—
jockeys, boxers and, at the

moment, a couple of rather well-
known professional golfers—are
or have been regular partici-

pants in competitive G.A.A.
games, and nobody has ever
thought of querying their

amateur credentials.

So I find it hard to imagine
how sponsorship could affect the
amateur status of the G.A.A. as
long as there was no question of
actual payments to players for
playing. On the other hand, I
can see no objection to players
being recompensed out of spon-
sored funds, if, for example, they
are official coaches at a spon-
sored coaching course.

Nor would there be anything
new in accepting cups and
trophies and prizes from com-
mercial firms, as long as each
individual prize does not infringe
Rule 115.

The Railway Cups, the All-
Ireland minor hurling Cup and



several other well-known
trophies were all presented
by business firms, and no one
ever objected to this as spon-
sorship.

Some years ago, we had
advertisements on the Railway
Wall at Croke Park, and on the
stands at several other G.A.A.
grounds. One or two may linger
yet, but, generally speaking, they
have been outlawed. Although,
personally, I cannot for the life
of me see where the ethical dis-
tinction is between an advertise-
ment on the wall of an official
G.A.A. ground and an advertise-
ment in an official G.A.A. pro-
gramme.

Indeed, if you care to look at
it from that angle, it 1s the spon-
sorship provided by the adver-
tisers that enables the G.A.A. 1o
provide such fine official pro-
grammes at All-Ireland semi-
finals and finals.

How much would the “Our
Games Annual” in its present
pleasing format cost to produce
if there were no advertisements
included ? And surely, in this
case, too, it can be argued that
the advertisers are, therefore, to
a greater or less extent, sponsor-
ing the Association’s official
annual ?

I see no reason at all why the
G.A.A. should turn its back on
sponsorship. In fact, the diffi-
culty may well be at the other
end of the ledger, to find scope
for sponsorship in the G.A.A.

A “JUNIOR” FOR JOHN

The Mayo centre-half back,
John Morley, won his first Mayo
junior championship medal
recently when Ballaghaderreen
defeated Kilmeena by five points.
Morley played at centre-half
back and the former Galway star,
Mick Reynolds, played at centre-
field.

The former Mayo full back,
Jim Fleming, was captain of the
feam.

Certainly I see no need for
such sponsorship In competitive
events, so I would suggest that
future sponsors should extend
their benevolence first to coach-
ing courses, which are the As-
soclations greatest need,
especially at minor, schools and
colleges level.

A well-known firm has already

~&:pu{::nr1s¢:-1we:f;1 educational films on

both hurling and footbhall. There
is scope for many more films of
similar nature, not to mention
the fact that handball and
camogie have been, thus far,
almost entirely neglected.

There igs another sphere in

which sponsorship is needed.
Raymond Smith’s excellent books
on hurling and football and Joe
Lennon’s book on footbhall coach-
ing were both generously en-
dowed by commercial firms. Is
there no one willing to sponsor
similar books giving similar
hints and history for camogie
and handball ?

I see no good reason why the
G.A.A. should not accept the aid
of sponsorship in such matters
as I have mentioned, and I am
sure that every one of my
readers will have ideas of his or
her own of how sponsorship can
be availed of within the Rules of
the Association.

LIME NOW and avoid
SPRING RUSH

BALLYELLEN

magnesium limestone flour

3 to 4 day
Deliveries

® You will receive delivery of your Ballyellen
Limestone Flour within three to four days of

placing your order.
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prime land needs regular liming

BALLYELLEN LIMESTONE WORKS, GORESBRIDGE, CO. KILKENMY
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“A LAND DENUDED
OF TS PEOPLE
WILL BE BARREN
SOIL ON WHICH TO
PRESERVE OUR
GAMES AND OUR
CULTURE™

THAT
LAND
IS

OUR
LAND

Raymond Smith

reports

VERY time I pass through
places like Tubberadora and
Tullaroan I marvel at the fact that
immortal teams in G.A.A. history
came from apparently open town-

lands.
You look over the green fields

and you think of names like Big
Mikey Maher and Sim Walton and
you cannot but ponder the close
link there has always been between
the land and the development of
our games.

And in turn the love of the land
and the love of the games—so
distinctive of the soil and spirit of
Ireland—resulted in members of
the G.A.A. playing a prominent and
indeed a vital role in the winning
of our freedom.

Before the advent of radio,
cinema and television and before
the car became as it is to-day, the
boys and young men in rural parts
went to the village field to play
hurling and football in the long
summer evenings. This was their
recreation. Sometimes when a big
match did not intervene in the
afternoons, they would play all day
long on Sunday—maybe into dark-
ness and under the light of a full
moon! They had that kind of en-
thusiasm.

I remember Sim Walton telling
me that he often saw sixty in the
field of a summer’s evening in
Tullaroan and the man he came up
against in practice games was Pat
(Fox) Maher, a legend in his life-
time.

“Fox” had been the man of the
match in the 1897 Final, being
awarded a silver-mounted hurley
for his magnificent performance.
It speaks volumes for Walton’s
skill that he won his place on the
Tullaroan team when he was only
17 and once he made the Kilkenny
side he never lost his place until
the day he retired.

In the early nineteenth century,
the playing rules as we know them
to-day had not yet evolved. Neither
had recognised playing areas.

Inter-parish matches in hurling
and football were then the popular
vogue. The teams met at a half-
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way mark on a Sunday or Holyday
afternoon. The match could go on
until sundown.

Almost every able-bodied man
in each parish entered the fray;
there was no limit on the size of
competing teams. The players
usually played in their bare feet
and as the play became more hectic
discarded coats and even vesis.
The team bringing the ball “home”
to the rival village was adjudged
the winner. But sometimes the
ball (not as hard as the ball used
to-day) became just a sodden mass
as it ended up in a ditch or trench.

Later the game progressed to the
stage where it was played in some
big field. The game was played
from fence to fence and a goal was
registered when the judges decided
that one team had reached the
fence. The next advance was the
erection of a “bow” or arch of
branches at each end of the field.
The ball had to pass through this
arch or bow before a score was
registered. It was called “the gap
in the goal”—and that is how the
goalie is still even to this day called
at times ‘““the man in the gap”.

Before the first All-Ireland
championships proper were staged
in 1887, wunofficial inter-county
championship games had already
been played and in February, 1886
North Tipperary met South Galway
at the Phoenix Park in a historic
game—Tipperary emerging victor-
ious and claiming the title *“cham-
pions” of Ireland.

Big men who tilled the soil in
the day and playved hurling or foot
ball in the evenings dominated the
county teams in the early years of
the G.A.A. Small men had to be
exceptional to hold their places.
And the outstanding rural teams
were able to challenge the town
and city teams for supremacy and,
indeed, as I have said already some
of the greatest sides were formed
of farmers or farm labourers.

Tom Semple and his immortal
Thurles Blues were one day hum-
bled by Glengoole in the Tipperary
championship “in Dinny Kiely’s
field down the bog road” to quote



Pat Fitzgerald, the Glengoole cap-
tain who played with the Blues in
the inter-county championship (and
can still to-day recall memories of
those golden days).

John Joe O’Reilly, the famous
Cavan captain always maintained
that it was when the cinema began
to catch on in the mid-thirties that
a turning point was reached in foot-
ball history. It was significant too
that this was a high point also in
hurling history—Mick Mackey and
his great team touching their zenith
in 1936.

The War years, with few if any
private cars on the road, were still
glorious years for our games. We
had the dramatic Limerick-Cork
tussels at Thurles and the memor-
able Roscommon-Kerry duels in
football. The games were a safety
valve for a nation living under the
threat of becoming involved in
War.

[ believe that it was when the
affluent society came upon us in
the sixties, seeing more and more
cars on the road (with young people
especialy in the position to get
their own vehicle) that a revolution
happened in rural parts. This was
accentuated by the advent of tele-
vision. Big ballrooms had begun
to mushroom up at strategically-
placed points—and now dancing to
the top showbands became the
attraction for the young. Yes, they
would still go to the fields—if they
loved the games sufficiently.

But there was not the same wide-
spread dedication. The drift from
the land added to the problem.
The young, seeing prospects of
better pay and conditions and
better opportunities for leisure and
recreation and more regular hours,
either left for the big towns and
cities or emigrated to England.

And so great rural teams fell on
evil days. Boherlahan (successors
to famed Tubberadora) found
themselves languishing in junior
ranks!

with 10,000 a year leaving the
land, we must now fear for the
very future of our national games
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In 1962, PETER KILLIAN of Hazeldene, Drum,
Athlone, bought his first FIAT AD7 Angledozer.
n 1968, Mr. Killian, who is a prominent Land
Reclamation Contractor, bought his fourth AD7
He says FIAT are the best machines on the
market. Ask any FIAT owner—he’ll tell you the
same story of reliability and economy

of satisfaction.

FIAT SALES & SERVICE
FIAT Genuine SPARE PARTS

FIAT—Europe’s Largest Crawler
Tractor Manufacturer

McCairns Motors Ltd.

(INDUSTRIAL DIVISION)
Swords Rd.,Santry. Tel: 379933
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because, let’s be frank, if the games
do not flourish in rural areas,
they cannot make any real head-
way—and will indeed have diffi-
culty in holding their place.

Foreign games offer an increas-
ing challenge, not alone in the cities
but even in traditional strongholds
like Kerry and Tipperary.

Youngsters ‘“‘taken” by the World
Cup soccer games on television
want to emulate Bobby Charlton,
Georgie Best, Pele and Eusebio.

Government agencies and the
economic farming organisations are
vitally concerned with halting the
drift from the land by improving
the conditions of the people. Rural
organisations, like Macra na
Feirme, Macra na Tuaithe, Muintir
na Tire and the I.C.A. have a vital
role to play in brightening country
life.

The G.A.A. itself is increasingly
concerned with the social chal-
lenge.

The days of teams ‘“‘togging out
by the side of a ditch’ are gone
forever. So too the days when
star players cycled to venues to
play important club games.

The spectators of the future will
want proper canteens at the lead-
ing grounds. And eventually too
no progressive club will be without
a modern Clubhouse or Pavilion,
incorporating a room for socials
and maybe a lounge bar plus all the
amenities for indoor training and
recreation.

I am firmly convinced that the
G.A.A., which played such a vital
role in the winning of our freedom
and preserving the love of land and
country down the years, can now
play an equally important role in
preserving the rural structures and
traditions as we have come to
cherish them. They will not be
easily preserved. The pressures
grow on every side. The G.A.A.
must move with the times and must
even be ahead of the times if the
effort is to be crowned with success.

A land denuded of its people will
be barren soil on which to preserve
our games and our culture,



ITH the convention season
once again upon us it had
been my intention on this oc-
casion to list a few of the points
which I hoped to see discussed
over the coming weeks; although
1969 is not a playing rules’ year
—or a “ban” one for that matter
—there is much In the Official
Guide which I believe merits
close examination.

However, I recently received a
letter which gave me a severe
jolt and, in quoting it fully, per-
haps it will have the same
salutary effect on GAELIC
SPORT readers.

If the contents represent the
position in the country generally
—and, as I say, it jogged my
“Armagh” conscience most un-
pleasantly—then it would appear
that the bulk of the time at our
forthcoming annual gatherings
might be most profitably spent
on fundamentals rather than on
the nicety of some way-out point
of order.

Written by Mr. Hugh O’Hare,
whose work for juveniles in the
Dundalk area of County Louth,
coupled with his activities on
behalf of Coiste na Banban needs
no commendation here, the letter
in my opinion, puts us face to
face with the major problem of
our time—not only the future of
our clubs but their very survival.
(Of course, if the club is to be
abandoned as the basic unit of

the Association, a different pic-
ture emerges. But surely that
day is not yet with us.).

I quote without further com-
ment except to say: Is this the
position in your county ? If it is,
what action do you propose ?

Carlingford.
1/12/1968.

A Chara,—Just a thought! I've
been speaking with Sean Murray,
County Louth’s chairman, on this
point and maybe you might like
to give it your consideration.

In recent times it has come to
my notice that certain clubs in
this county are in dire straits
money-wise. personnel-wise, ete.,
and may be 1n danger of
extinction.

Apparently, the County Board
is not fully aware of the
situation. Our County Board
officers—like most other County
officials—are a tireless group and
are already overworked.

The situation then is this—(a)
certain clubs need assistance
badly and (b) County Board
officials are not in a position to
give this help.

It simply amounts to a lack of
liaison between the County
Board and the clubs. I attach no
blame to the County Board—it is
overworked, as I have already
pointed out—but the result will
be detrimental to the Associa-
tion.
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THE HARD FACTS

By DAN McAREAVY

Now, the Central Council is
examining the possibility of
paid organisers. I would like to
propose the following :—

(a) That County Boards set
the ball rolling by appointing a
part-time organiser-adviser whose
job it would be to visit and ad-
vise clubs on matters of Associa-
tion policy — finance, rules,
attitude to language, purchase of
grounds, transport, club set-up,
etc. This man could be paid car
mileage for expenses.

(b) That Provincial Councils
appoint, on a trial basis (e.g. for
two years), an organiser-adviser
for the areas of high population
—Leinster: Dublin, Athlone
Munster: Cork, Shannon Airport,
Limerick; Ulster: Craigavon, Bel-
fast, Derry; Connacht: Castlebar,
Galway.

(¢) That the Central Council
appoint their own organisers,
whose function would be then
less comprehensive.

Professionalism in sport does
not really appeal to me, but I see
the harm that is being done In
cases where clubs are left with-
out advice. I come across many
cases of such disillusionment In
clubs throughout this county.

I have let Alf Murray know my
mind on this matter. Maybe you
could give it some thought.

Rath Dé ort.
AODH O HIR.



HANDBALL

THE STARS OF 1968

IT is never a really difficult task

to enumerate the outstanding
half dozen stars in a sport for
any particular year, but the real
crux arises when one attempts
to put them in their correct
order,

This is the exercise I am set-
ting myself with regard to the
handball scene for 1968.

The premier spot, without a
shadow of doubt, goes to Joe
Maher, our World champion, who
came home from Toronto at the
beginning of the season and went
about re-establishing himself as
the top player in this country.

How well he succeeded is
indicated by his performance Iin
regaining both the singles titles.

This was no easy task, even for
a World champion, for it must
be realised that he was faced
with the task of re-adjusting
his play entirely to co-ordinate
with the larger playing expanse
of our courts.

There is little that can be
added to the many tributes
already paid to Maher, except to
re-emphasise the disappointment
of handballers that he was not
chosen for a Texaco award.

Micky Walsh, the forty-four-

By ALLEYMAN

year old veteran from Mayo,
would be my second choice. This
is based on his fantastic perform-
ance in the early season when he
swept all opposition aside to win
the Gael-Linn trophy.

Certainly, even the most opti-
mistic of his supporters could
not have envisaged an outright
win for him.

The Gael-Linn competition,
which is based on time and thus
does not allow for the pacing of
a game that is in the make-up
of the rubber system, is more
suited to the younger player,
hence when Walsh went to Bally-

INQUIRIES INVITED

FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
PLAYING PITCHES

We are geared to carry out earth works with our own
machines and can supply designs and prices for our system
built Dressing rooms which are fabricated in our shops
and erected in a matter of days on your pitch, we also
manufacture and erect pre-stressed concrete seating.

J. J. O'LEARY & SONS

(Contractors) LITD.

FERMOY, CO. CORK

Telephone : 119

THE CAPUCHIN
ANNUAL 1968
30/- : by post 33/-
Ireland’s Most Distinguished
Journal

Over 500 pages of articles,
stories, pictures, some in
colour.

SPECIAL FEATURES :
Our Early Irish Culture,
beautifully illustrated. His-

toric Events of 1919.
Definitive article on
Czechoslovakia.

A Gift for the Discerning.

ON SALE THIS MONTH

of all booksellers or direct
from :

CAPUCHIN PUBLICATIONS,
Church Street, Dublin 7.




macelligot last April he was,
perhaps, the least fancied of the
eight who were fighting it out
that day.

He really turned traitor on the
experts and made their efiorts
at forecasting look novice-like.
Handball is not normally re-
garded as a team game, but my
third merit placing goes to the
Wexford team of four that won
the National League. It was com-
posed of Richie Lyng, Jim King,
Séamus Buggy and Joe Howlin.

This team had also won the
title in 1967 and some of them
also played a leading part in
bringing victory to Wexford in
1965.

In effect, they have been in-
strumental in helping to establish
a league-winning tradition in
Wexford that has seen the county
win three out of the four finals
already played.

Ray Doherty, the Roscommon
player, is fourth amongst my
stars. This season he climaxed a
chequered career with victory in
the fina]l of the Junior Softball

Doubles where his partner was
Pat Clarke.

For Doherty, whose last vic-
tories at All-Ireland Jevel were
in 1951 and 1952 when he won
minor titles, this was the season
when his true potential was
really revealed.

He excelled himself in every

outing during the season but was
"at his very best on final night

when the opposition was pro-
vided by the Kirby brothers from
Clare. Doherty’s refined ball-play,
clever positioning and accurate
killing were chiefly responsible
for the Roscommon victory. It 1is
also appropriate to mention that
Doherty was the star of the

county team that went to the

League final.
There are only two further

nominations to be made and the
list of candidates appears to be
growing!

However, I feel compelled to
include Murt McEllistrim one of
the famed brothers from Bally-
macelligot, who also had a very
good season. He gave Joe Maher

his closest run.

That was in the final of the
Senior Softball Singles at Bally-
mote, when he beat the Louth
ace in the first set and seemed
assured of victory when he led
decisively in the second.

Only the experience of the
World champion retrieved the
situation. McEllistrim made
ample amends when he partnered
brother Tom to success in the
Senior Doubles.

The final place goes to the
young, ice-cool Wexford minor,
John Quigley, who, though he
has two further years in the
orade, was good enough to take
two All-Ireland titles.

It is interesting to note that
his father, John senior, also won
a trophy in the over-40 Tailteann.

Here, in order, are my six out-
standing performers for 1968:

(1)—Joe Maher (Louth); (2)—
Micky Walsh (Mayo); (3)—Wex-
ford National League Team; (4)
—Ray Doherty (Roscommon); 9
—Murt McEllistrim (Kerry); 6—
John Quigley (Wexford).

The Divine Word Missionaries

a modern Society of Religious Priests and

Brothers, have

missionfields 1in

South

America, China (temporarily closed), For-

mosa, Japan, The Philippines,

Indonesia,

New Guinea, Africa and India.

Boys and young men thinking of serving
Christ in the Missions and those who are as
yet merely interested, are cordially invited

to write to

FR. BRENDAN CASEY, S.V.D.,
DONAMON CASTLE,

ROSCOMMON.
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all grades of the game.

Last month, the Colleges Council was
granted permission by the Central Council
to experiment with thirteen d-side teams in
foothall. In this article, the former Cork
player and trainer, Eamonn Young, makes
a case for the adoption of the system in

HIRTEEN-A-SIDE {football is
nothing new. Colonel Jock
Caseley of Monaghan described
his experiences to me, twenty-
five years ago, of the game they
had in Ulster Colleges before the
war. I often think we would have
had thirteen-a-side on a greater
scale had we, in the last thirty
years, authorised a trial period
or a trial tournament in which
the merits (or demerits) would
be obvious.

On the face of it thirteen-a-side
could be very attractive, provided
the players would give a moment
of thought to the change in tac-
tics and functional play that
would evolve,

I think the goalie will play a
really attractive part. It’s a role
that never in the weakest
moments appealed to me and I
have nothing but admiration for
the chaps who play there. But in
thirteen-a-side I see a cul baire,
fast on his feet, clever and a good
footballer taking the ball out-
field, delivering it to a comrade,
and thereby starting an attack.

I see his comrades passing the
ball back to him regularly for he
will be a loose man in a big
space. The area for each pair in
fifteen-a-side is roughly forty
yards by twenty seven on a full-
size pitch, while in thirteen-a-side
1t will be about forty by thirty-
one, which is a far bigger differ-

ence than one may think, for
remember it is allowed to each
of the thirteen.

The two full backs will prob-
ably play right and left, more
or less in their present roles. The
goalie would probably take the
kick out and the corner backs
would concentrate on harrassing
the two forwards, who would be
strikers. On robbing the forwards,
the full backs would not part
with the same urgency now de-
manded, for they would probably
not face a second opponent im-
mediately and would have time to
direct the clearance cleverly. I
could see them swing the ball
over to the wing half back on the
opposite side or by carrying it a
little, to the loose midfielder or
wing forward. It goes without
saying that the man who doesn’t
have the bpresence of mind to
deliver the ball properly wouldn’t
be long in the game and it is
feared that some of our buck-
rooters, dear though they may be
to the hearts of the populace,
would fade {from the scene,
grumbling that the thing had now
become an old woman’s game.

Certainly, there will be less
black-eyes and cut noses and less
reason too for the spectators to
get mixed up in the fun.

There- would be more solo
running. I often wonder that this
should be limited to two taps on
the toe. The wing half backs will
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be of the same type as we have
today, fast agile men, good ball-
players and always ready to turn
defence into attack by speedy use
of their mental and physical
ability. Their first duty will be
to mark their men, however, for,
with the extra open space the
chances of the other backs stop-
ing the flying wing forward who
has got away are less, and I could
see goals made and scored
directly by the wingers, a task
which is not now part of their

play.
So, it will be little consolation

for the wing half back to remem-
ber the scoring move he started,
if his man has cut through for a
few of his own.

Even in fifteen-aside football
the wing half back is sometimes
inclined to think his main job
1s to get his name on the score-
board. It's a fault that has ruined
many a good player. The defender
is mentally suited to harrassing,
robbing, blocking and clearing.
That’s why he is a defender.

The most important man on
the field will, I think, be the
centre-back. There’s a suggestion
that he may fall back to fill the
space vacated by the centre full

thirtec

By EAMON
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back in fifteen-aside. I don’t
think so. The goalie will prob-
~ably fill in here. The centre back
' will firstly watch the centre
forward who will again be a fine
footballer. There will be less
‘ close play and less physical
punishment, lawful and other-
wise, so this will be a real duel
in anticipation, ball-control in the
air and on the ground and, of
course, a battle of trickery, a
capacity for which is the hall-
mark of the real player.
When the centre back gets
possession he will probably be

\N YOUNG

able to burst past his man and
will be relatively unhindered in
delivery. Again, with the greater
likelihood of players in open
spaces he will be expected to
deliver a long or short ball with
! foot or fist to a comrade, thus

keeping possession.
At the moment, we are happy
i just to see him clear his lines.
The centre back who will do this
‘alone in thirteen-aside won’t be
long in good competition. He may
carry the ball a little drawing an
opposing centre field before part-
ing to an unmarked man, or he
may drop a long kick down prob-
ably to the side of the opposing

goal but not into it, to a grateful
unmarked goalie.

The centre back, as I see it,
will be more of an attacking
player than he now is, and In
fact as this can be said of all
backs and goalie, the emphasis
of the game will be on attack,
not on defence. If this is so, it
follows that the game, when
properly played, will be less
negative, less irritating and far
more attractive to the spectator
and player.

Centre-fielders will continue to
need the stamina, fetching ability,
long, straight kick and fighting
heart of the present good halfway
line men. They will make the
ball do more of the travelling
and they will have to be more
accurate in delivery, for empha-
sis will be on keeping possession,
having gained 1t, so there’s not
much value in fetching a glorious
one out of the skies and then
rooting the thing sixty yards into
an unmarked defender’s hands.

The fifty is not now really a
centre-fielder’s kick, but iIn
thirteen-aside I could see wing
half backs a little wary of going
too far downfield to take them
when the opposing winger is fast
and clever; so we may have the
centre fielder taking more of the
long frees.

Playing with the wind the for-
wards will, as now, need to be
geeurate and the long, curling
shot for a point will be as useful
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as ever, though goals will come
more often in the absence of the
packed and muddy squares.

Against the breeze, however,
what will matter will be speed,
smart clever delivery, ball con-
trol and ability to strike from
close in. The fast, clever forward
line which will swing the ball
around will be very dangerous,
even against the breeze when the
backs will be inclined to come
downfield and the chance is there
for the sudden breakaway.

The centre-forward will be a
fine player with brains and skill.
I can see him going into the
square to draw in the centre
back (who won’t be drawn if he
has confidence in himself and his
gpalie). A moment later, the
centre forward will be roving
around midfield picking up loose
balls and transferring them to
a forward who has moved in to
the open space before running
smartly in himself to make the
extra man, and perhaps take the
return pass.

There will be great fun in this
thirteen-a-side if ever we get
really interested, and surely the
thing to do is to have an experi-
mental tournament so that we
can make up our minds whether
or not not it should replace the
traditional type.

The game started with half the
male (and some of the female,
perhaps) population of the

@ To page 39




THE PRESS AND

GAELIC GAMES

T this time every year it 1is
usual to look back on the pre-
vious twelve months and describe
for one’s friends the things that
amused us about Gaelic games dur-
ing the year., It is not uncommon
for us to have had our disappoint-
ments as well.

I have a feeling, though, that
most people’s disappointments
would slightly outweigh their hap-
pier moments during the year and
I think that attendance figures
were an indication of this.

However, 1 don't feel that the
drop in crowds was because people
were disappointed with the stan-
dard served up by Gaelic teams
during 1968, but I would say that

G.A.A. followers in general are not
as enthusiastic as they used to be.

It is strange, but it is a fact, that
quite a few people will not go to
a match if the day is slightly damp,
or a shower of rain is falling, or if
that game is on the radio.

Now, don’t get me wrong for
Michael O’'Hehir has, over the
years, inspired hundreds of thous-
ands of young men, through his
commentaries on radio, to become
interested in Gaelic games in the
first instance. We listened to our
radio and we read our newspapers,
the sports columns that is, and it
all helped to work up our enthus-
iasm for Sunday’s game. Mind you
it wasn’t a very important game

HEADACHE
POWDERS

ALSO AVAILABLE
IN TABLET FORM

for COLDS. FL
RHEUMATISM

8 ALL NERVE PAINS
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By
SEAN
O’DONNELL

either. But the papers said it would
be a game that shouldn’t be missed,
were we to disagree ? Those were

the days!

Yes, siree, those were the days
when the newspapers did our
Gaelic games proud and made you
feel you wanted to be there, de-
spite weather or anything else that
was likely to deter yvou from going.

Most of us need encouragement,
at the best of times, to perform
our normal duties in every-day life.
We need those little reminders.
This can also apply to Gaelic
games. If we don't hear about
them, or read about them, well we
just won't go to watch them. To
make doubly clear what I am talk-
ing about I will auote from the
Editorial in the November issue of
Gaelic Sport which went as fol-
lows, “Are the national newspapers
about to relegate Gaelic games to
a secondary position in their cover-
age of sport™?

I agree with the Editor of this
magazine that Gaelic games are not
getting the coverage they deserve
from our national daily press and,
as a result, I believe that atten-
dances are dropping.

We have listened to many argu-
ments regarding the drop-off in
crowds at Gaelic matches recently
and if it wasn’t television that got
the blame, it was suggested that the
venue was not a suitable one and
so on. The interesting point about
all this is that it was, more often
than not, the newspapers who ex-
pressed these remarks, and quite
naturally they made us think. We
obviously did not realise it was so
far, or that we were likely to be
at a discomfort at a particular
ground because of its lack of facili-
ties. It all adds up, you know,
and our minds are made up in



accordance with what we hear and
read.

What we read will always in-
fluence us more so than what we
have verbally described to us. The
printed word is that much stronger
and it will stay in our memory lon-
ger, but remarks such as these can
make all the difference as 1o
whether we will go to the game or
not,

Take, for instance, film critics,
very diplomatic gentlemen, if you
know what 1 mean. Now, have
you ever heard them describe the
type of cinema that a film is being
shown in and it's suitability to
patrons? Well, of course not. You
go to a film not knowing the kind
of cinema in which you are viewing
it, or you can wait until a parti-
cular film comes to vour local,
which will have cheaper rates.
However, as for Gaelic games, you
can see them only once, with less
chance of a repeat showing of that
thriller you saw last Sunday.

But why are the national papers,
as the Editor pointed out, devoting
less space to Gaelic games. Do
international sporting events have
all that much to do with it? Per-
haps, but the sad fact is that Gaelic
games seem to loose their appeal
to newspapers as soon as a team
moves outside Ireland to compete
in what most people would con-
sider an important event—certainly
important enough to merit the
sending of staff reporters from the
national newspapers.

The same papers are likely to
point out that it 1s financially 1m-
possible, or that there is not suffi-
cient interest. 1 think there will
be less interest unless there is more
publicity. Soccer and rugby have
got widespread publicity at inter-
national level, but Gaelic teams
have not got the same publicity
when playing outside Ireland.

Now, I am mnot campaigning
against soccer, rugby, golf or box-
ing. All of them deserve their
share of publicity. But they get
it, and Gaelic games do not. Gaelic

games seem to attract special
attention where rough play is con-
cerned, or when someone is sus-
pended and what led up to it. And,
of course, special features can be
devoted to what so-and-so said
about the Ban, or if our national
press considers there is sufficient
interest, a poll can be taken con-
cerning that rule, making it a nat-
ional issue and, no doubt, interest
will develop concerning it.

I feel certain that the same in-
terest would develop in Gaelic
games if only the national press
considered it worth their while to
give them the publicity they de-
cerve. It is a fact that our games
receive more space after they are
played than they are afforded be-
forehand.

Like most things, football and
hurling need to be advertised and,
as they say in advertising, if the
product is good it deserves special
consideration. N o w, newspapers
don’t sell because people want to
look at the advertisements. Every

LOWEST RATES:

CAR VAN TRACTOR

INSURANCE

6 0% No Claims Discount on Cars
40% on Light Commercial Vehicles
2 5 ; on Tractors

O

EXAMPLE: Ford Anglia, Hillman Imp and other 8 h.p. cars.
third party from £6.8.0, comprehensive from £14.0.0.
Volkswagen 1200 c.c. and other 10 h.p. cars, third party

I from £8.0.0, comprehensive from £15.12.0.
Many other benefits not available elsewhere

in Ireland can be had from the only special-
ist motor insurance company in the State.

For full details and proposal form,
ewrite or call:

P.M.P.A. Insurance Co. Lid.
13 Herbert Place, Dublin 2. Telephone 60641.

man and woman has his or her own
reason for buying a paper. It could
be that you buy your paper for a
particular feature you always read,
or for the cartoons, or, like most
men, for the sports page. And, if
what you specialise in is not where
you expect to find it, you will
hardly buy that newspaper cOn-
sistently.

So, if you have not got the
opportunity to read about Gaelic
games how can you be interested
enough to attend them. The nat-
ional daily newspapers have wide
public appeal and so have Gaelic
football and hurling. If, say, 90,000
Croke Park patrons buy their daily
paper, just like they buy their
GAELIC SPORT, it should boost
the popularity of that papert, and
the games likewise.

The next time the national press
run a poll, they should first of all
consider if those thousands of
sports followers care more about
the poll, or about knowing where
their games are being played.




ocked-in shine’ doesn’t mean
AP a thing to baby Ann.
4 But it
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Ann’s Mum knew what she was about when she chose
Marley’s Consort floorcovering. She knew it would
take the toughest treatment only a family could dish
out. Mum’s Marley Consort is constantly under the
tramplings of half a dozen pairs of heels, one bicycle
(usually upside down for repairs on rainy days), a
trike, toys galore and the biggest spotted dog you
ever did see. And who cares ?

Certainly not Mum’s Marley Consort. It comes shining
through it all with the merest wipe of a damp cloth.
No rub ! No scrub ! No polish !

Marley Consort is available in 3 ft., 4 ft. and 6 ft. wide
sheets and 9” x 9” tiles in an extensive range of ex-
citing shades and patterns. The new 1969 designs are
in the shops now.

Avold di tisfact: b ki t th

I e iy ke mee you gl ey, MARLEY
CONSORT
“LOCKED-IN SHINE’ MEANS CAREFREE FLOORS
AND cARerFree FLOORS MEAN MARLEY

CONCRETE PRODUCTS OF IRELAND LIMITED, LUCAN, Telephone 364122.




MAINLY FOR WOMEN

ITH Spring just around the corner it IS
appropriate that this month Linda

Collins turns the focus on a very important,
but too often neglected aspect of the home—

floor coverings. When Linda wants to get
the facts she goes to the top people in the

industry and in the following article many of
our female readers will be amazed at the

tremendous strides that have been made in
recent years in all varieties of floor coverings.

GOING down on your knees to
scrub and polish is out of date.
You might have to mop an OcCCas-
ional grease spill from beside the
cooker: or if the baby throws his
dinner plate at daddy—well, you'll
have to go down on your knees to
deal with that. But the old chore of
washing the floor a square foot at
a time, rinsing it, letting it dry,
then attacking it with polishing
cloths and rubbing, rubbing, rub-
bing—that’s all over. Most of to-
day’s ‘“hard” floors have a built in
shine: some of them have a high
gloss, others are semi-gloss while
still others are designed to look
good with only a dull sheen.

If it’s a carpet you're after, cun-
ning designers have fixed things so
that you can choose a pattern
which, if the worst happens and 1t
gets badly stained, can be cleaned
back to good-as-new in a matter of
minutes. Naturally you won't be
frying chops or feeding a fractious
baby on carpet.

With all these heavenly qualities
of hard wear and saving of labour,
plus attractive appearance, now
taken for granted, your only prob-
lem is one of choice. Did some-
body mention money? Here again
the news is good. Millionaires can
spread themselves on super-de-luxe
vinyl floorings or hand-knotted
carpets but the rest of us, watching
the vanishing quidlets, can take
comfort in the thought that a re-
latively modest expenditure will
ensure floorings for us which may
last several lifetimes.

When you must watch every
penny, obviously it’s sensible to

lay sheet or tile flooring yourself.
There are several categories of each
type to choose from; all specifi-
cally designed for the home handy-
man. So don’t go outside these
categories when buying. When the

‘manufacturers recommend that a

floor should be professionally laid
you take a risk by ignoring their
advice.

In fact it’s sound sense to do
exactly as the manufacturers re-
commend when choosing or laying
any type of flooring. They are a
progressive and enthusiastic bunch
of people and if you approach their
offices direct for advice you won't
be turned away., Instructional and
informational leaflets — admirably
clearly written—are at your dis-
posal in any case.

We can’t hope to tell you every-
thing about every product here, so
our comments should be taken as
guidelines, whether you're a house-
wife on the lookout for a new look
in sitting room or kitchen, or a
school manager faced with the
problem of picking a flooring for
the new assembly hall.

The most confusing thing about
carpets is the variety of qualities
available but basically it boils
down to the fact that there are
some sorts which are suitable for
areas of light wear (bedrooms or
breakfast rooms perhaps) while
others are heavier to take corres-
pondingly heavier traffic, in living
rooms, halls, or in places like
offices or pubs. You need to think
this out carefully. A light quality

- bedroom carpet is fine for a room

used by one or two adults. It won’t
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stand up to the belting it'll get
from three teenage sons who keep
their table-tennis equipment and
their record player in the bedroom,
and often entertain their pals there
too. And a little-used sitting room
might be carpeted just as well with
a lighter-grade version of what you
lay in the much-used hall. For
spots where there is consistent
heavy traffic—say a social centre
attached to a sports club—heaviest
contract quality will stand up best
to the wear. And remember no
carpet is better than its underfelt.
The best of them will get baldy
in no time unless you have a good
thick felt underneath.

Youghal Carpets are associated
in our minds with a slim, glamor-
ous blonde who couldn’t resist the
soft, deep pile but others find them
fairly irresistible too — including
those who aren’t blonde, slim,
glamorous or even female. The
Youghal range is made entirely
from wool, so whether you buy
Emerald or Gold quality (for areas
of lightish wear) or Diamond,
Super Diamond or Extra Super
Diamond (for heavy, very heavy
and ultra-heavy traffic) you’ll get
an all-wool carpet with all its
built-in advantages. The headache
comes when trying to choose a
design from the plethora available.
And here’s where a visit to one of
their carpet showrooms comes in
handy. People within travelling
distance of Dublin, Cork, Limerick,
Galway or Waterford, should make
the effort to get in and see for
themselves what’s available. You'

@® To page 33



Youghal wool carpets are designed for ...

nature lovers new home makers
growing families
penny savers big spenders
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All Wool, Youghal Wool—Nature's Youghal Wool Carpets last longer,
own way to carpet beauty. clean easier—mean more value for

Bea_uty that Youghal Colours and money. These are the facts that make
designs bring home to you. And Youghal your best choice in carpets.

Make @

Youghal
WOOL CARPETS

Youghal wool carpets

your partner
FOR THE GOOD LIFE!
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can’t buy anything at the show-
rooms but you can get good advice
and see the full range. If you're
in the contract context, Youghal
can arrange for their travelling
consultant to call and see you. Un-
fortunately it’s not practicable to
extend this service to housewives
since they necessarily buy in com-
paratively small quantities. If your
order totals a couple of hundred
yards, they’ll provide a special ex-
clusive design to your own specifi-
cations. Which would be a nice
piece of one-up-manship for some-
body bent on making a fortune in
the tourist business.

At the showrooms of Kincora
Carpets in Nassau Street, Dublin,
we admired all eleven patterns in
the “Corvette’” range—the one
that’s been such a runaway success
since its introduction. This 1s a
mixture of 4219% Evlan, 427%
Nylon and 15% Wool. It is graded
for heavy domestic use and having
absorbed that important point the
price—though we won’t quote it
here—may come as a pleasant sur-
prise. Seven of the designs are
available in Broadloom, meaning
you buy a solid piece of carpeting
to fit up to twelve feet across
without seaming. This can work
out very economically, depending
on the shape of the area to be
covered. Those who love the
thought of plain unpatterned car-
pet, but shrink from the idea of
attendant problems like footmarks
and “shading’”, should look at
Kincora Kintwist. It has a slightly
curly pile which minimises these
difficulties to the point of extinc-
tion. Patrick Scott, the young Irish
artist whose work has become
internationally known in a short
space of years, is responsible for
designing Kincora’s contract range.
And he has succeeded in producing
patterns which are pleasing and
yet practical.

Turning to “The Hard Stuft”, 1
quote my 87-year-old grand-aunt
who went to buy something new
for the floor recently. She came
back from the shops with her head

spinning from all the new items
that had been presented to her.
“God be with the days,” said she,
“when yvou went in and asked for
a bit of oilcloth.” Nevertheless she
ended up with a felt-backed
modern product which was a great
improvement on what had been
down before. To-day, the versions
of linoleum, vinyl sheet, vinyl
tiles, vinyl asbestos tiles, must
total hundreds. Each one, though,
is different and somewhere among

the hundreds there’s something
just right for you in every way. So
persevere till you find it, rather
than taking the lazy way out. Again,
you've got to consider all the
special circumstances before mak-
ing a final choice. Say you’ve got
a hall opening directly off the
street, meaning mud gets tracked
in a lot on rainy days. One item
which might suit could be Relief
Excelon “parquet” in vinyl asbes-

@® To page 35
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Come and see what houseproud American housewives are
raving over—Armstrong’s fabulous Vinyl Corlon floorings!
Unique designs and patterns in colourings ranging from the
bright and gay to the quiet and unobtrusive. Vinyl Corlon is
beautifully smooth, extremely toughand resistant to mostthings
thatgetspilledarounda home. The special patterning of Tessera
and Patrician Vinyl Corlon camouflages stiletto heel marks.
Come and see (and handle) this most exciting flooring material

—ARMSTRONG VINYL CORLON.

(K)'mstrong flooring

ARMSTRONG CORK (IRELAND) LTD.,
24 FITZWILLIAM PLACE,
DUBLIN.

" Telephone 61907/8

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
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A Dunlop Vynolay floor
makes a room years younger.

Jane Tierney takes exercise to feel
young, not tor doing needless chores.
she believes that keeping young isn’t
only how you look. It's how you think.
And it shows. Especially in one’s home.
Jane keeps her hall modern with a
Dunlop Vynolay floor. “1 can always
take a glance in the mirror before
‘answering ‘the door,” says Jane, “ but
I can’t polish the floor every time I
hear the bell ring!” A Dunlop Vynolay

floor keeps its new look. It’s super- -

tough modern vinyl, so it simply wipes
clean.

If vou're awake to new 1deas, the easiest
way to modernise your home 1s a
Dunlop Vynolay floor. Choose one of
the 32 exciting patterns, roll out the
Dunlop Vynolay and trim it with
scissors to fit the room. Dunlop Vynolay
1s available in rolls 48" and 72" wide.
For most modern halls and kitchens,
1t costs less than £5. So don’t wear
yourself out with polishing chores.
Take exercise only when you want to!

>/ DUNLOP VYNOLAY

b e e (el IEmp) S fees usuer™y e
For full details
POST THIS COUPON—NOW

to
The Irish Dunlop Company Ltd.,
Group Sales Division,
Adelaide Road,
Dublin 2,

I'm interested in what you say
about Vynolay Flooring, Please
send me your free illustrated

I brochure, sample, details of prices

and my nearest stockists.
DATEe: s

Address

S e M )

___-___-__J
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tos by the Armstrong Cork Co.
When laid it looks exactly like
real parquet only you can slosh it
out with a mop and bucket when-
ever it's muddy and you don’t need
the polishing pads to shine it up
—_the shine is always there. For a
nice “French country Kitchen”
effect their Tuftone gives a bright
homely look, again with mini-care
qualities built in. It’s cleverly tex-
tured and can look like carpet
when down, so it’s a good choice
for, say, a busy dining room.
Where quietness is of paramount
importance the thing to choose is
a felt-backed vinyl—it mutes the
loudest football from the heaviest
boots. And the harassed head-
master or club secretary hovering
between a choice of “soft” and
“hard” floor might investigate the
possibilities of the newer than to-
morrow all-nylon carpets, non-
woven, now making their appear-
ance on the Irish market. The
Armstrong one is called “Accolux”
and comes in attractive colours.

Marley are the people who make
Marley Consort—the sheet vinyl
flooring which overnight, almost,
converted thousands of people to
its advantages. We may yet see the
day when they’ll lay a green ver-
sion of it in Croke Park to re-
place all that unpractical grass.
“Our Man from Marley” told us
to emphasise to readers that a
flooring can only be as good as the
subfloor its laid on. So before you
roll out that precious piece of
colourful vinyl, knock in all those
nailheads, fill cracks in a timber
floor with filler, and sand every-
thing down nicely. With “Marley-
tred” which has a felt-backing, you
can get away with slight variations
of level, but it’s best to aim at
the ideal. If tiles appeal more to
you, you can get Consort in tile
form too, with very clear and
concise instructions on how to put
it down.

People with old, uneven floors—
say quarry tiles—don’t have the
backbreaking task of hacking them
all up before they lay down some-

" new Selfstik

thing new. You can now get
“Smoothtex”’ from Marley which
you mix to a paste, slap on over
the old floor and even out to a new
surface. It’s almost like magic but
you can't of course, use it on
timber floors,

Dunlop are ready and willing to
serve you with everything from the
tiles which you'll
actually be able to buy in packets
at the supermarket when you go
in to get the weekly groceries, to
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See the Kincora carpet range
at your Local Showrooms

needlefelt Nylon Carpeting known
as Semlon which apparently comes
up smiling even after it's been
tramped on by a horde of enraged
elephants. The Selfstik tiles are
the answer to prayer for ham-fisted
handymen, because you don’t even
need to mix the adhesive when
sticking them down., It’s already
applied to the back of the tile,
protected by a sheet of paper. Peel
off the paper, stick the tile in

@ To page 36
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For those who appreciate fine
living, the extra comfort and
distinguished
Kincora carpets make them a
must in the home or office.
Rich, hard-wearing, magnifi-
cent, Kincora carpets boast a
tradition for superb quality
. that's second to none In

elegance of

Ireland.

' KINCORA

CARPETS

KINCORA CARPETS LTD., KINSALE ROAD, CORK.
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place on the floor, and that's it.
The colours are particularly ex-
citing. I Iliked the red-brown
Madeira tan and the gay Citrine
Yellow, but there are lots and lots
more.

Working out patterns in tiles
fulfills the creative instinct in
most of us. The classic two-
colour combinations are great, but
it’'s more fun to work with three
and the tiles themselves suggest
ideas on how to combine them.
Dunlop sav they have a new solu-
tion to the sound problem with
their foam-backed Semflex. It was
specially recommended for high-
rise flats, so the noise of the
neighbours walking round above
and below wouldn’t send people
insane, but has also possibilities,
we think, for the earth-bound
parents with sensitive ears and a
clutch of noisy children. Dunlop
also do a new and exciting nylon
carpet in which, they say, “crush
marks and stiletto indentations
rapidly disappear” when it’s sub-
jected to heaviest traffic condi-
tions. Their laboratory testers
must have great fun with it.

Onto the “Semlon”—the name
of the new carpet—they poured
red and blue ink, black shoe
polish, acriflavine (whatever that
is) and permanganate of potash.
They were then detailed to clean
them all off again, and proved
that it could be done leaving
hardly a trace of damage. I wish
I'd been there for the fun. The
new Dunlop Vynolay pattern of an
old Spanish tile which was such
a huge success in England is now
available here. It’ll be interesting
to see how it goes. Their new
Woodgrain tiles have a very com-
prehensive range of shades, includ-
ing a couple of unusual ones like
Limed Oak and Sapele.

We haven’t said half enough to
do justice to all the many and
varied floorings now available all
over Ireland—we’ve merely shown
the tip of a very large iceberg.
There are all sorts of products

there wasn’t space for, all of them
backed by the wonderful reputa-
tions of the firms mentioned. So
as we said at the beginning, vou
must look around instead of
tamely buying what somebody else
bought. And if you follow correct

TRAVEL GOODS LTD.

PORTARLINGTON, LEIX

SUIT AND ATTACHE CASE
MANUFACTURERS

TRADE ONLY

TRAVEL WELL WITH TRAVEL GOODS

laying and maintenance instruc-
tions—and all the firms are ready
and willing to tell you about these
—you’'ll have the sort of attrac-
tive, trouble free flooring we all
ought to take as our just due in
this day and age.

LUCAN SPA HOTEL

(15 minutes from Dublin City centre)
NINE-HOLE GOLF COURSE FREE TO RESIDENTS

Fully Licensed
Excellent Cuisine

Central Heating throughout

Terms moderate

331% reduction for children under 10
Telephone : 280494

Under the same Management

WEST COUNTY HOTEL,

CHAPELIZOD
Telephone : 364647

Ideally situated on the outskirts of the City (Lucan Road)
Excellent car parking facilities.

Non-Residents catered for.

Brochure on request.

Fully Licensed.
Terms moderate.

3319 reduction for children under 10.

Both hotels most popular for Wedding Receptions and
Social Functions
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HAPPY HOLIDAY

[F you are still dreaming about
and telling of the many exper-
iences on your last holiday, let me
give you a reminder; it 1s NOW
time to start thinking about your
1969 dream holiday.

Because we are not blessed with
continuous good weather in this
isle of ours we are inclined to envy
those whose weather permits them
to lie on golden sands and soak up
the heat of the sun for over siX
months of the yvear., Having man-
aged, I hope to interest you in
sampling the warmth of the Medit-
terranean or Adriatic waters, I will
now continue, without further de-
lay, and give you some pertinent
details of holidaying in two of
Europe’s sun-spots: Italy and Spain.

It no longer surprises the travel-

ling Irish public to be told they

can have two weeks with full-
board accommodation in Italy for
less than 60 guineas or in Spain for
less than 50 guineas. In Italy there
is a host of resorts strewn along
its Adriatic coast, the better known
ones of which are Rimini and
Cattolica and lesser known places,
such as, Gabbice Mare, Riccione
and many others. All of them,
however, have many things in com-
mon, sun, sand, sea, to mention
but a few of the more important
items on your list of priorities.
Spain, while it, too, can lay claim
to having a wealth of sandy beaches
and all the sun-seeker could de-
sire, can boast further in that it
provides for the winter sun-wor-
shipper as well. During the months
of May, June, July, August and the

early part of September the resorts

JOE WALSH TOURS LTD : 16 NASSAU STREET, DUBLIN2 . PHONE 659/8
AND ; _

3/ CASTLE STREET BELFAST 1. PHONE 4325/
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most popular with us Irish are
Sitges, Lloret de Mar and Tossa
de Mar, all within easy reach of
Barcelona. Here everybody does
as the Spaniards do—join in the
thrills and excitement of the bull-
fight, drink the local wines in gay,
lively night-clubs or just take a
siesta.

Majorca, the largest of the Bal-
earic Islands, is all too much part
of Spain and its holiday complex
to ignore it entirely in this short
article. Once favoured by the
wealthy as an annual retreat island,
Majorca is now within most people’s
holiday budget, eleven days being
available for 49 guineas or so. With-
out dipping too deeply into one’s
financial resources one can avail
of a holiday for two weeks on
Spain’s Costa del Sol, which knows
no Winter, for less than 80 guineas.
Have I set the seed of thought?
If so, now is the time to go along
to your travel agent with your de-
posit and avoid being disappointed
as those after you will be. I'll see
you on the Continent.

ITALY

ony 99 GNS.

LOURDES

FROM
ony 37 GNS.

SPAIN
FROM 49

ONLY

MAJORCA

FROM
ony 49  GNs.

GNS.




JEAN FARRELL
The girl with

the

man-sized job

By JACK MAHON

MOST accommodating girl is
Jean Farrell of Lanesboro,
who recently made the headlines,
when she was elected assistant
secretary of the U.C. Galway
Gaelic football club. She rang me
once she heard I was anxious to
get In touch with her. When I
told her about GAELIC SPORT’S
proposed interview, she was over-
come. When told further of the
cover picture on GAELIC SPORT
her first remark was: “Why all
the fuss. Since I'm only the
assistant secretary and it’s only
by chance I was elected. I just
don’t understand.”

I then explained that she was
the first or one of the first girlg
in Ireland to join the administra-
tive side of the G.A.A., that she
was news, that as far as I could
remember, only Cathy Harrop,
the girl singer from New Zealand,
who sang “The Rose of Tralee”
so well at the All-Ireland football
final, and a Galway girl in Lon-
den, who acted in a similar capa-
city for Bros. Pearse Hurling
Club, had preceded her.

She consented to the interview
once I convinced her it was
genuine. So we arranged a date
at my house, What an interesting
life an interviewer has!

Well, Jean came on the

appointed night. Though slightly
shy at first in her green and white
frock and still somewhat amazed
at all the fuss, she told me just
how she came to be in this posi-
tion. It seems Peadar O’Toole,
the U.C.G. secretary told Jean
that there was a good chance that
a girl student would be elected
assistant seeretary and asked her
would she be interested. She was.
So to the appointment.

Jean is a fourth year Higher
Diploma in Education student at
U.C.G., having graduated as a
B.A. this year. Next year, she
hopes to take up a teaching
appointment somewhere in
Ireland (clubs please note!)

Sister of Fintan Farrell, (the
Longford footballer, who made
his senior inter-county debut in
the Grounds’ Tournament this
yvear, although a mere minor as
yet) Jean is not fanatically inter-
ested in the G.A.A. No, she is
not one of those girls who go out
of their way to prove to men’s
company that they know all about
it. Jean, whose home club is
Rathcline, pays great tribute to
her primary school teacher, Mr.
Cahill, from Fermayle, who in-
stilled a love of Gaelic games
in his pupils, boys and girls.

The idea of electing Jean
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Jean Farrell

assistant secretary was meant to
encourage more ladies to become
active members of the U.C.G.
G.A.A. club, as well as to set a
headline for other G.A.A. clubs
in Ireland. So far, no other girl
student has joined the club. So
Jean is all on her own at meet-
ings.

This doesn’t bother her though,
because she knows most of the
lads very well. So far, too, Jean
loves her work, recording the
minutes of meetings, making
hotel reservations, arranging chal-
lenge games, etc. When I asked
her if she’d mind running on to
the field with the lists of
players for the referee, she re-
plied “not at all.”

She doesn’t like the publicity
attaching to her appointment and
would like to get on with the
work, but she realises that this
publicity glare is acecidental to
her and that it will soon be over.
She knows she is a first-timer and
being so she has her responsi-
bilities. As one would expect,
Jean is all for greater women
participation in the G.A.A. But
this will depend on the clubs
themselves. Girls will have to be
invited to become members, will
have to feel wanted. They will
not volunteer themselves. She is



not in favour of a club electing
a separate ladies’ committee;
feels it should be a mixed com-

mittee.

The G.A.A. club only caters for
its players and should embrace
all sections of the community,
youngsters, the players, the past
players and everybody literally.
The introduction of women as
club members would help. Games
should be the major interest but
a G.A.A. club could and should
provide other amenities like a
golf club does, more or less. The
women would certainly improve
the social side of things, catering,
providing entertainment, etc.

Next year, Jean, as I've said,
will be out teaching and hopes to
help promote games in the school
she will be teaching in, boys and
girls, if needs be. Her favourite
footballers are John Purdy,
Brendan Barden and Liam
Sammon., When I asked her had
her appointment meant more
whistles and yahoos as she passed
the U.C.G. Archway, she replied
“No.”

Finally, Jean gave her best
reason for joining the ranks of
G.A.A. officialdom:

“Women to date have been
completely isolated from G.A.A.
games. They should be brought
more into the sporting lives of
men, especially the sporting lives
of their husbands or future hus-
bands. Before this men either
went out to play a match or watch
one on a Sunday, every Sunday
and left their wives or girl
friends at home, just stuck there.
Whereas if these wives or girl
friends were active G.A.A, com-
mittee members, well there would
be a place for women if not at
the games, then certainly at the
social functions that should
follow.

“This would end the days of
the G.A.A. widow and that would
be a big blessing.” Amen to that,
say we,

@ From page 27

parish playing the other. Eventu-
ally, they cut it down to twenty-
one and I talked with some tough
men who loved it that way. My
father spent most of his time
playing seventeen-a-side and then
in 1913 came the present-size
team, Affer fifty-six years or so,
the ecry 1s still for more open
play, speed, accuracy and skill.
Will thirteen-aside give all these?
It seems to be worth a {ry.

Perhaps the way to do it is for
Congress to authorise the rule
change, allowing a tournament to
be played in each county, and one
inter-county tournament, before
taking a firm decision (which 1is
not fina] in that it lasts for only

five years) on the change in the
following Congress.

I suggested this many years
ago when discussing a change to
the thirteen-a-side game and
indeed, we could with profit apply
this trial period to many of the
rule changes suggested. It would
certainly reduce the likelihood
Or error.

The advocates of the palmed
pass still bemoan the fact that
the fisted pass was never properly
considered before it was brought
into the game. It was certainly
the abuse of the old, rather than
the merits of the new, which
caused the change.

Anyway, what about a real test
of the thirteen-a-side?

Low cost rotary mowing Gl

Low-priced rotary which deals with {7 aSugee
long, coarse grass on slopes or g
level ground with equal sucress. =

% Powerful F—strnkc engine.
< Height o

cut adjustable to §in.,
14 in., 2 in., or 2§ 1n,

< Inset wheels allow cutting to within

¢ in. of walls or fences.

4 Pressed steel deck plate with extra

deep flange for extra safety.

Now the established favourite, the general purpose, utility

18 inch Typhoon Major is ruthless in keeping coarse grass

under control in small paddocks or neglected parts of the
garden, as well as keeping lawns in fine order.

MAIN IMPORTERS, SALES and SERVICE
DISTRIBUTORS FOR
HAND, MOTOR AND GANG MOWERS

Authorised Repair Agents

McKENZIES, CORK

Telephone 52301-2-3-4-5
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TI.V. or not T.V. . .

Phoenix Park Races

FIXTURES 1969

Sat., March 22nd
Sat., April 5th
Sat., May 3rd
Wed., May 7th*
Sat., June 7th
Wed., June 18th*

Sat., [uly 5th
Fri., July 25th*
Sat., July 26th
Wed.  Aug. 6th*
Sat., Aug. 9th
Sat., Sept. 6th
Sat., Oct. 4th

* DENOTES EVENING MEETING

LEOPARDSTOWN CLUB

“Where the Racing is always enjoyable”

COURSE SIX MILES FROM DUBLIN

FIXTURES 1969

SAT., JANUARY 11th
SAT., FEBRUARY 1st
SAT., FEBRUARY 22nd
WED., MARCH 26th
SAT., MAY 10th

MON., MAY 12th (E)
WED., MAY 28th (E)
SAT., JUNE 14th

SAT., JULY 12th
SAT., AUGUST 2nd
MON., AUGUST 4th
SAT., SEPTEMBER 20th
SAT., OCTOBER 25th
SAT., NOVEMBER 15th
FRI., DECEMBER 26th
SAT., DECEMBER 27th

Special return bus service from Busarus, Store Street, Dublin, and

from Dun Laoghaire Railway Station direct to the racecourse.

For any further particulars apply to :

FREDERICK CLARKE, Secretary, Leopardstown Club,

Foxrock, Co. Dublin.

Telephone: Dublin 893074
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HETHER we like it or not,
T.V. i1s here to stay. It has
meant a radical change in the
living habits of the community
and many people both in busi-
ness and in sporting organisa-
tions have both profited and lost
by its advent. T.V. has been
largely responsible for the great
upsurge of interest in golf and
the enthusiasm generated by the
1966 World Cup soccer competi-
tion led directly to large scale
investment in the game in the
U.S. With so many channels to
choose from, living and recrea-
tional habits must be affected in
some way, and they are. The
attendances at rugby and soccer
Internationals have been drasti-
cally curtailed due to T.V. and
no fee can compensate for a half
empty stadium. The G.A.A. recog-
nised this fact of life but in doing
so 1t also, at RTE’s inception
seven years ago, decided to aid
the establishment of the new
service by allowing coverage of
its big matches for a nominal fee.
This didn’t work out. Not only
did the gates suffer alarmingly
at the semi-final stage but club
matches in counties not having
any connection whatever with the
semi-finalists found their gates
affected.

This was the beginning of the
Present uneasy relationship which
exists between the G.A.A. and
RTE. But the potential of T.V.
1s so great that it would be a

@® RACING FIXTURES

The racing fixtures which
appear on this page cover
some of the most important
events due to be contested
du_ring 1969 and to our race-
going readers, we suggest
you hold on to these notices
for reference during the
current season.
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That is the question?

BARRY KEEGAN
comes up with some

interesting answers.

sreat pity if the G.A.A. did not
grasp the nettle, so to speak, and
meet RTE on its own ferms.

The Catholic Church has seen
the need to do this and with the
establishment of its Communica-
tions Centre in Booterstown Ave.,
have gone a long way to solving
it.

Sure enough the G.A.A. could
not afford a centre of its own but
I am sure that the Hierarchy
which has so many links with the
Association would agree fo a
sharing of facilities on a {fee
basis. I don’t think this has been
tried. Why not? And don’t tell
me you wouldn’t find anyone in
the G.A.A. capable of doing this.
There are plenty and it is our
duty to find them. With the
knowledge thus obtained the
opportunities are . limitless.
Coaching films could be prepared
both for showing in clubs in the
winter months and on T.V. itself.
This could be in effect, a kind of
extension to the Gormanston
courses which were so successful
earlier this year.

The hurling revival could be
enormously helped by instruc-
tional films which could be
obtainable at a nominal fee from
Headquarters. This is not all
Throughout the year a T.V. fit-
ness course could be organised
not only for active G.A.A. mem-
bers but also the many ex-players
who still like to keep in trim.

Television cannot be ignored
but it can be ill-used and the
present set-up of scrappy Ppro-
grammes devoted to G.A.A.
affairs does not do justice either
to RTE or the G.A.A. Let the
Association prepare its personnel
first and when thus prepared let
us sit down with RTE and ham-
mer out a system of programmes
which would be of benefit to all.

RENT AND RELAX
WITH REN TEL

ALL LEADING 19"
MAKES AVAILABLE

FROM AS LITTLE AS
7’II WEEKI-Y (REDUCING)

REMEMBER REN TEL
TERMS ARE UNBEATABLE

% Comprehensive TV  Free Parts Replacement
Licence Plan % Never-without-a-set

 Hand Picked Sets Service

% Efficient Service by Buy on the exclusive Ren Tel plan
expert TV Engineers Lowest H.P. interest rates in

% Free Insurance Ireland

AND THAT’S NOT ALL'
Ren Tel offer unbeatable savings in

G.E.C. Stereogram with  Washing Machines

VHF Unique no-tangle washing

Fidelity Automatic Mains action. Extra efficient

Record Reproducer speed spin dryer.

Standard De Luxe Inclusive of practical

Transistor Radio wood-grained table top.

With Full LW., MW, i
and S.W. coverage AT gods avalable on the f
Gala Filtermatic Savings Plan facilities available.

DUBLIN - CORK - LIMERICK - DROGHEDA
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s THE BURRISHOOLE "TWINS” o

HE Burrishoole twins they
call them. Both are mem-
bers of the same club, both are
red-heads, 21-years-old and six
footers. One plays at full-forward
for Mayo, the other at full back.
They are the products of Mayvo's
All-Ireland winning under-21
team of 1967, and on their young
shoulders lies the future of
Mayo’s senior footballers.

Willie McGee and Christy Lof-
tus are the names.

McGee, a Dublin based Garda,
1s probably the more notable. For
it was he who exploded into
notoriety at Ballinasloe two years
ago when he shattered Kerry by
scoring four goals in the replay
of the All-Ireland under-21 cham-
pionship.

Shortly afterwards he was pro-
moted to the senior team, but in
his first outing against Clare in
the National League last season
he dislocated his shoulder and
was out of the team for six
months.

Christy Loftus was also on that
under-21 team at left-full back.
And although he played senior in
a challenge game that same year,
it was not until the present
National League campaign

By SEAN RICE

started that he commanded a
regular place.

Both players grew up together
in their native Newport. They
had been playing there since
they were children; played for
the local national school and for
St. Mary’s secondary school.
They played minor football for
the local club, Burrishoole, with
whom Loftus won a West Mayo
junior medal at the age of 186.
Both he and McGee subsequently
won Connacht minor league
medals with Mayvo.

McGee is an opportunist who
rarely fails to score in any game.
He is quick-thinking with a long,
lazy stride that is as deceptive as
his method of fielding—a quick
dart of the hands and the ball is
suddenly tucked into his body.
His is a polished style.

Loftus, on the other hand, is
of the rugged style. No great
polish, but solid and uncompro-
mising. His aim is to stop a
player from scoring rather than
perform any spectacular feat.
There are no embellishments. He
has a job to do and does it as
simply and effectively as he
knows how.

Strangely, Loftus never plaved
full back for his club. In fact, it

was at centrefield he became pro-
minent and his first venture into
intercounty fare was at full for-
ward. However, before his style
became bent in that direction he
was tried in defence and in this
sector he gave his best perform-
ances.

Neither he nor McGee have
fully settled into senior football
for the county. But they are the
type of players on which Mayo
are at present concentrating.
And, so far, the selectors’ gamble
Is paying off. For Mayo have
entered the new year undefeated
in the National League—some-
thing that has not happened for
many years,

This could well be attributed
to the enthusiasm of players like
Willie McGee and Christy Loftus
and other young players on the
side, even though it may be a
while before they take Mayo to
the pinnacle of success. But they
are promising. They have youth
on their side and they also have
the taste of success in other
grades.

If the hunger for further
success gnaws deeply enough
they may well have brought into
the senior grade the prerequisites
for victory here too.

AR FENCI
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The ladies who stole

LAST month I listed briefly my
top camogie stars of 1968,
meaning to give the reasons why
this month—and then I find that
Sean O’Donnell has gone and
stolen a great deal of my thun-
der by going and interviewing
my camogie star of the year,
MARGARET O'LEARY.

Well, that still does not get
away from the fact that Margaret
was the outstanding performer
on the camogie fields of Ireland
last season.

She began on a high note
when she won a 1967 All-Ireland
club medal with her Dublin club
in the replay of the final which
took place in Ballinasloe in the
Spring.

Then she played a major part
in helping Eoghan Ruadh to
retain both the Dublin league
and championship. For the Lein-
ster senior championship final
against Kilkenny, Wexford
moved Margaret from her ’till
then customary centre-back post
to mid-field, and there she
played a major part in enabling
her county to win this title for
the first time. She had a great
game against champions Antrim
in the All-Ireland semi-final at
Glenariff, and, if closely marked
for three-quarters of the way In
the All-Ireland final against
Cork, she was a dominant figure
in the closing stages.

Margaret then went on to play
brilliantly against Ulster in the
final of the interprovincial series

the show in 68

at Croke Park where victory for
Leinster meant that she had won
all the top camogie awards In
the same year.

Though a troublesome finger-
injury deprived her of the chance
of playing in the Dublin
McCarthy Cup, she wound up her
camogie year typically by
refereeing the Wexford county
final.

PEGGY DORGAN of Cork was

CAMOGIE

By
Agnes
Hourigan

[ ANAN BUEND EAR0W BRNAR MHORE SRR MATE BUARE MAARG BARAN MUAY BAEAN HR4HD |

the outstanding forward of the
camogie year. It was her
accuracy, both from frees and
from play, that carried her
county out of Munster and into
the All-Ireland final, and it was
no fault of hers that the red
tunics failed to carry the day
against Wexford in the exciting
final. She also played brilliantly

® TO PAGE 44

IRISH PHOTO ENGRAVING CO. LTD.

CUFFE LANE (OFF CUFFE STREET),
Near St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel. 56121
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The Wexford camogie team, winners of the All-Ireland senior championship for the first time last year.

® FROM PAGE 43
in the Cork championships and
for the losing Munster side in
the Gael-Linn Cup semi-final
against Ulster.

BRIGID O'CONNOR (Wex-
ford) was another player who
had a great year. She played
very well in the Leinster final
and was the outstanding winger
on view in the All-Ireland semi-
final and final. In addition, she
helped her club, Adamstown, to
win both the junior and senior
championship of Wexford.

MEL CUMMINS (Cork). It
was the unbeatable goalkeeping
of Mel Cummins that saw Cork
through against Tipperary and
Waterford in the Munster cham-
pionship and she also gave a
brilliant display in the All-

Ireland final.
SUE CASHMAN (Antrim). It
was no fault of Sue Cashman that

Antrim failed to retain their All-
Ireland crown. A very deserving
winner of a Texaco award early
in the season, she was the star
of the Antrim side in the All-
Ireland semi-final and also
played well for Ulster. But she
had some consolation when her
club Deirdre won the Antrim
title once again after a thrilling
draw and replay with Ahogill.
CARMEL O’SHEA (Kilkenny).
The tall, fair-haired former Col-
leges star played magnificently
for Kilkenny when they sen-
sationally defeated Dublin in
the Leinster semi-final. She sub-
sequently starred for the Lein-
ster interprovincial side and for
the St. Paul’s team that won the
Kilkenny, Leinster and All-
Ireland club championships.
MARY SINNOTT (Wexford).
The great Wexford full-back had
a very successful year on the
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county side, and gave, perhaps,

her best performance in the
Leinster final.
EILEEN NAUGHTON (Gal-

way). This great goal-keeper was
the driving force behind Univer-
sity College Galway’s Ashbourne
Cup win and she also played
superbly for Galway and Con-
nacht later in the year.

ALICE HUSSEY (Dublin)
gave two glorious exhibitions for
Leinster in the interprovincial
final and semi-final and the Dub-
lin star is still probably the best
centre-back in the country.

BARBARA SANDS (Down).
This young Down girl, member
of a large and distinguished
camogie family, gave a great dis-
play for Down in the All-Ireland
junior final when her sweeping
deliveries from the left wing
were often reminiscent of the
great Kathleen Mills.



Limerick’s
newest club

HE most notable event 1n

Limerick City Gaeldom for

many a day was the launching of
Cumann na Piarsaigh.

Those not fully informed on
the matter will say it was only
another G.A.A. club In a city
already fairly well serviced in
this respect, but further study
will discover that Na Piarsaigh 1s
a club with a difference—one
designed for the exciting ’seven-
ties on lines that mark a com-
plete breakaway from the hide-
bound conventions that stifle the
work of too many of our present
institutions.

The founders of Na Piarsaigh
had the advantage of starting
from scratch on virgin soil as
it were, and consequently they
were able to do a lot of things
that might not be possible in
other circumstances.

They operate in an area only
recently developed and where all
the residents are virtual new-
comers with practically no estab-
lished ties there. It is a fast
growing residential area on the
northern outskirts of Limerick
City and adjacent to the busy
main road to Shannon Airport
and the West of Ireland
generally.

A complete new community is
being established there, and what
the club plans is a centre for this

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

NA PIARSAIGH

community, and which it is in-
tended will cater for all the
recreational needs of the area.
The committee have set their
sights high and are presently
negotiating for a substantial
parcel of land in the heart of the
estate on which it is intended to
provide adequate playing space
for Gaelic games. On the other
perimeter a first class pitch-and-
putt course will be laid out plus
a number of tennis courts. Also
on the agenda for immediate ful-
filment is the erection of a
pavilion and community centre,

planned on the most modern
lines and intended to cater for a
variety of indoor activities; the
hub on which the social life of
the parish will revolve.

This is a most ambitious pro-
jeet but the go ahead committee
representatives of this fast
developing district, have already
shown their ability to both think
and act big in their handing of
worthwhile undertakings.

In the early summer shortly
after their foundation, they or-
ganised a great hurling sym-
posium, which attracted nation-
wide interest because of the note-
worthy panel of speakers they
secured. Headed by the Taois-
each, Jack Lynch, the panel also
included Seamus Ryan, Presi-
dent of the G.A.A.; Michael
O’Hehir, Head of Sports, Radio
Telefis Eireann; Father Tommy
Maher of Kilkenny, Ireland’s
leading hurling coach, and
Brother L. P. O’Caithnia of Cork;
who recently compiled a history
of hurling.

® TO PAGE 47
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M.V. COACH TOURS

— for

Football Runs
and

Club Outings

also

WEDDINGS, SOCIAL FUNCTIONS, DANCE TRANSPORT,

Etc. OR JUST GETTING YOUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL
ON TIME AND DRY IN THEIR OWN COACH

WE at M.V. TOURS, Ireland’s biggest private coach
company, are at your service
contact :

M.V. TOURS, BALLYMAKENNY RD., DROGHEDA
Tel. 7089 (after hours 8393)

M.V. TOURS, DUBLIN RD., DUNDALK.

Tel. 5555
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INDUSTRIAL BANKERS

14 FITZWILLIAM SQUARE, DUBLIN 2., Telephone 67206
34 Grand Parade, Cork; Phone Cork 24429. Market Cross, Carlow;
Phone Carlow 576. Athlone Road, Roscommon; Phone 6277. John

Street, Kells; Phone Kelis 14.

We

pl‘int THERE IS NO BETTER FOOD THAN

this Pasteur Cream or
el

magazine. Pasteur Cream-Cheese

They contain the vitamins necessary for

FITNESS AND VITALITY
and are SUPREME BODYBUILDERS

<>

CITYVIE\W PRESS LTD. ¥ Your Local Grocer can supply you 1;
THE PASTEUR DAIRY

> Campbell's Row,

North Circular Road, Depot:
?uzbzf; E 19 PEMBROKE LANE, BALLSBRIDGE
clepnone 43941, DUBLIN Phone 680222
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All the Dublin national dailies
sent their top G.A.A. writers to
the Symposium and every County
Board in Munster had their
leading figures in attendance.
Held in Limerick’s largest ball-
room, the organisers set a head-
line for future G.A.A. social life
by the generous hospitality ex-
tended to all the visiting person-
alities in one of Limerick’s lead-
ing hotels both before and atter
the function. They set a high
standard and lived up to it—and
this has been the pattern for all
their activities, right from the
commencement.

Recently they organised a most
successful hurling coaching
course which was conducted by
the well known Tipperary hurler,
Donie Nealon, who is one of the
three instructors at the annual
national course in Gormanston
College. This was open fo all
hurling enthusiasts in Limerick
and its surrounding areas. It
proved exceedingly helpful, with
every aspect of the game ex-
plained very clearly, demon-
strated skilfully and illustrated
on film. It too was a most am-
bitious undertaking and ex-
tended over a full month, indica-
ting the forward thinking of the
club mentors.

A strong social life is already
firmly established and this 1s

maintained by regular weekly
functions in the nearby Inter-
continental Hotel, which are well
patronised by the members and
well wishers of the club.

The founders caused as little
disruption as possible to nearby
G.A.A. clubs by confining their
activities to players in the age
groups of fourteen, fifteen and
sixteen vears for the initial
season. They gathered, guided
and trained large groups of the
youth of the area whom they
soon imbued with their own in-
fectious enthusiasm with the
result that now they have a
dedicated body of boys who have
gained considerable experience
through participation in the
various championship and league
competitions and as a result of
the recent coaching course.

The aim of the club is to give
as many boys as are interested
the opportunity of playing as
many games as possible—and
this i1s the spirit that has been
instilled into each member.
Playing for the love of the game
and from the pleasure to be
derived from a sporting en-
counter is the main objective,
Victory when it comes is always
welcome—but only one of the
contestants can win a game, and
if the loser profits from the les-
sons of a defeat the long term
benefit can be of considerable
value.

Chairman and main driving
force behind the club is Noel
Drumgoole, the former Leinster
and Dublin hurling star, and he
has a magnificent team of co-
workers, who in less than a year
have added a powerful new
dimension to the G.A.A. in Lime-
rick.

The club have borrowed an
axiom of former G.A.A. Presi-
dent, Alf Murray, and incorpor-
ated it 1in their charter :

“The basic idea must be main-
tained that the club stands for
Ireland and for things Irish. That
need not be an aggressive atti-
tude nor should it be used to
antagonise people who may not
fully accept all that the G.A.A.
stands for. It should be part of
the atmosphere of the club that
there is a preference for things
Irish—in language, games, music,
goods and literature—in all the
small things where preference is
possible, but there should also be
an appreciation of the contri-
bution that can still be made to
community life by those who
have no wish to exercise the pre-
ference to the full. The club’s
duty is to help and assist all who
have some contribution to make
towards a better life for the
whole community and each in-
dividual has his or her own
special mite to add to the com-
munity well being.”

Hire a Self-Drive Car from

Ireland’s Drive Hire Ltd.

5, LOWER ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN 1.

and Ballina 13 & 202.

Phone : Dublin 44392 & 41257,

COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE INCLUDING PASSENGER LIABILITY COVER

AIRPORT DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION AT NO EXTRA
CHARGE
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Hospitaller Order of
St. John of God

. Boys are accepted into the Juniorate of the Order

on completion of the Primary Certificate Examin-

ation and from the age of about '3 upwards.

From that time they continue their Secondary

Education up to Leaving Certificate. Then, God

willing, they become Novices and are clothed in
the religious habit.

HAYE YOU A VOCATION?

The requirements are simple : Good health, good
will and sufficient intelligence.

Further particulars may be had from :

REV. BROTHER JOHN, O.H,,
“Granada”, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin

Cumann Luith-Chleas Gael

COMHAIRLE

ULADH

wish all its supporters a Happy and a

Prosperous New

Year

ULSTER SENIOR FOOTBALL

CHAMPIONSHIP,

1st June—Tyrone v. Derry

1969 :

at Dungannon
8th June—Antrim v. Donegal

at Belfast

15th June—Armagh v. Monaghan

at Armagh

Cavan v. Fermanagh
at Irvinestown
22nd June—Down v. Antrim or Donegal

If Down v. Antrim, at

Newry; if Down

v. Donegal, at Newry or a neutral venue.

JUNE 29, SEMI-FINAL
Cavan or Fermanagh v. Derry or Tyrone

JULY 6, SEMI-FINAL
Antrim or Donegal or Down v. Armagh
or Monaghan

FINAL — JULY 27th

LN.T.O.

BUY IRISH NOW

The Central Executive Committee of the
Irish National Teachers’ Organisation
appeals to the members of the Organisa-
ation to give their maximum support
to the campaign “BUY IRISH NOW?”,
initiated by the Minister for Industry
and Commerce, and urges them by talks
to their pupils, to bring the campaign
and its importance in the National

Economy to the notice of their parents.
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how

‘much less
everything
costs at

CLERYS

' Get your Sports

equipment at
CLERYS where
the famous Clery
Small Profit
Policy cuts prices
to the minimum—
assuring you at
the same time of
really good

| quality.
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QUIZ-TIME

A new and novel

feature compiled
by Permuter

SHOOTING FOR POINTS

YOU should be able to tap these
over, though if you are a
little rusty for want of practice
some of those from awkward
angles may “throw” you. Watch
the close frees, they are to be
taken in the time limit indicated.
As with all close frees, you only
get one chance.

1—Name the captain of the
team which won the 1968 All-
Ireland minor hurling cham-

pionship.
Time limit: 10 seconds.

9 _Name the captain of the
team which won the 1968
All-Ireland minor football
championship.

Time limit: 10 seconds.

3__For what county team does
Liz Garvan play camogie ?

4 Which county won the Lein-
ster Special under-21 hurling
championship in 1968 7

Time limit: 7 seconds.

5—In the Connacht football
semi-final Galway and Ros-
common drew on June 16th.
Can vyou remember the
score ?

6—Antrim played in the All-
All-Ireland senior foot-

ball series was 1946, losing
the semi-final to Kerry. Can
you say who was captain of
that Antrim team ?

7—What position was occupied
by the famous Paddy Ken-
nedy in the Polo Grounds
final of 19477

8—What club does Pat Cronin
(Clare) play for ?

g—Name the Waterford hurl-
ing champions 1868 ?

10—Can you name the Dublin
hurling selector who was
forced to line out in his
county’s team in the Lein-
ster championship ?

GO FOR A GOAL

And watch those time limits—
you have to be quick to avail of
a goal-scoring chance.

11— Who is the top scorer In a
major inter-county game Iin
hurling (as far as records
show) and what was that
score ?

12—Can you say who was the top
scorer in a football inter-
county game , during the
year 1968, and what was the
score ?
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13— Who is President of the
Camogie Association ?

14—Who is President of the
Handball Council ?

15—Can you name the young
handballer who won two
minor All-Irelands in 1968
and was runner-up 1n a

third ?
Time limit: 7 seconds.

16—Can you name the goal-
keeper who has been out-
standing for London for a

number of years?
Time limit: 7 seconds.

17—Can you name the well-
known long distance runner
who captured both the 2
miles and 10 miles cham-
pionship of N.A.C.A. 7

18—Can you name the Kerry
All-Ireland footballer who
represented Ireland at the
Olympic Games of 1932 ?

19—Who was the Down team-
manager during last year’s

successful run ?
Time limit: 6 seconds.

20—Can you give the score of
the Monaghan-Fermanagh
replay in the 1968 Ulster
championship ?
Time limit: 7 seconds.
® ANSWERS PAGE 52



TA blian amhain imthighthe
thart agus ta bliana nua eile
ag sineadh romhainn amach.
“Tempus fugit” adubhairt Bher-
gil vair amhain. ’'Seadh imionn
an aimsear thart. T& sé sin
cinnte, agus nil aon eald againn
as. Ta sé mar ndés ag moran
daoine run né dé a dhéanamh 1
dtosach na bliana, cinn gur fiu
iad a dhéanamh agus cinn go
mbeadh ar a gcumas a choélion-
adh i rith na bliana ata rompa
amach. ’Seadh is fiu go mor é,
run daingean a dhéanamh, ma
chuireann sé feabhas ar aon nidh
nar déanadh go ro shasiuil i rith
na bliana ata imthighthe thart.

Taim cinnte go bhfuil moéran
rudai ann, gur fit iad a dhéan-
amh againn-ne go léir, chun
feabhas a chur air seo is air siud.
An mheid againn go bhfuil baint
againn le cursai ar geluichi le
cupla scér bliain chimid gadh
leis. Togaimis deagh iompar ar
phairc na h-imtheartha cuir i
gcas, ceapaimid go raibh na
cluichi abfad Eireann nios fear-
iala, nios glaine, nios uaisle
leath-chéad blian 6 shoin, nd mar
atha siad i lathair na h-uaire.
Cuireann sé déistin ort go minic
nuair a chionn ti an droch-
lompar a tharlionn ar phéire-
eanna na h-imthearth ar fuaid na
tire.

TOSACH
BLIANA NUA

CIONNTACH THUAIDH
IS THEAS

Ni doigh liom go bhfuil aon
chonndae thuaid na theas gan a
roinnt féin den droch-iompar so.
Ni fheadar an bhfuil aon chonn-
dae in aon chor againn go bféad-
fadh Gaedhil an Chonndae sin a
dha lamha bhana d’ardu agus a
radh na tharlionn aon droch-
iompar ’'na gconndae féin, na
bhionn bun cleithe istigh né barr
cleithe amuigh ’'na gconndae
féin, pé nidh a tharlionn i gconn-
daethe eile. Ta ana chuid suair-
eachais ag teacht isteach ’nar
gcluichi, seadh suaireachas, agus
rud éigin nios measa fos, roinnt
mhaith salachair. Seo mar a
fhéachaim-se air, do réir mar
ataimid nios gallda mar naisian
ataimid ag éiri nios mi-uaisle ar
phairc na h-imtheartha. Ni gadh
dhuit dul abfad 6 bhaile chun an
droch-iompar SO adeirim-se
d’fheiscint. Ni gadh do mhéar
do chur ar an gelub so no ar an
gelub siud in aiteanna ata abfad,
abfad amach. Chifea droch-iom-
par 1 bPairc a’ Chrocaigh fiu
amhain 6 am go h-am, agus
bionn og 1s aosta cionntach. Nuair
a bhios ag éiri suas ni fheicfea
garsun ag éiri a laimhe riambh,
riamh, riamh. Pé leath-scéal a
bheadh ag duine 60g ni ceart dé
aon nidh mi-cheart a dhéanamh
ar an bpairc. Ba choir go mbeadh
smacht aige air féin. Maidir le

BECKERS TEA

the best drink

NIRRT

LIAM
O TUAMA
A SCRI

Pairc a’ Chroécaigh, agus is cuma,
cé bhionn ag imirt ann, agus
pribhiléid is ea €& a bheith ag
imirt in aon chor. Ta aithine
agam ag na ceadta, is mé féin
orra cho maith agus ni raibh sé
de phribhléid againn a bheith
pairteach 1 geluiche ann riamh in
aon chor, cé gur chailleamar ana-
chuid alluis idir 1mirt na
gcluichi agus 1arrachtai iad a
chur chun cinn annso is annsud
trid an dtir.

NA DEAGH-BEASA IS FEARR

'Seadh, bheadh coinne agat leis
na déagh-béasa is fearr in ait mar
Phairc an Chrocaigh. Bionn
daoine ann 6 thiorthaibh thar
lear, ach moér an naire, ta daoine
ann agus i1s cuma leé cé bhionn 1
lathair, sagairt, easbuig no6 ard-
easbuig. Ar an dtaobh eile, castar
na daoine is fearr sa domhan iom-
lan ort 1 measg Goadhal Eireann.
Is cuma pioca ag buadhchaint a
bhionn siad no6 ag ecaillitint go
h-olc a bhionn siad, déanann siad
an nidh uasal 1 gcomhnai riambh.
Ni thabhairfidis aon triobléid don
mholtoir. Pé nidh né pé 6rdu a
thugann an moltoir glactar leis,
agus sin sin. Imirthediri den
t-saghas san, agus imirtheoéiri den
t-sabhas amhain atd ag teastail
uainn. Sin ran amhain go bhféad-
fadh moéran dar n-imirthediri a
dhéanamh, aithris a dhéanamh ar
phlir na nGaodhal.
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The Longford team who, last year, won the Leinster senior football title for the first time.

HOW LONGFORD CAME BACK

T-HERE is tremendous satisfac-
tion in achieving something
that has mnever been done
before and when that achieve-
ment is the winning of the Lein-
ster senior football championship
the satisfaction is all the greater,
so it is no wonder that the bon-
fires blazed throughout County
Longford in mid-July when the
provincial championshlp  cup
came home for the first time.

It was an achievement the
possibility of which seemed to
have slipped away a few years
ago when Longford reached the
Leinster final only to lose to Dub-
lin on a rain-soaked sod in Croke
Park. Undaunted by that defeat,
and well tutored by Cavan’s Mick
Higgins, the Longford lads came
back to win the National League,
defeating All-Ireland champions
Galway in a thrilling home final,
and then, in the final proper,
overcoming the stern New York
challenge in a stormy two-leg
final at Longford and Croke

Park. ‘ _
But, in the meantime, just a

By TERENCE ROYNANE

fortnight after that home league
victory they crashed to Louth at
An Uaimh in the 1966 champion-
ship. Through the winter they
lost their league crown and
when, in 1967, they again crashed
in the championship, there was
something of a crisis in the
county.

The ranks were closed, how-
ever, and Longford came out in
the 1968 championship more
determined than ever. They gave
their supporters great early
heart, and considerable satisfac-
tion by defeating Dublin in the
opening round at Tullamore, the
first time Longford had ever
beaten the men from the Metro-
polis in senior championship.

They went on to beat the All-
Ireland champions, Meath, in the
semi-final, again at Tullamore,
and amply fulfilled the ambitions
of eighty years when they easily
accounted for Laois to gain that
long-coveted Leinster senior title.
It was the greatest moment so
far in the Gaelic history of the
west-midlanders, but though
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their bid for higher honours was,
for the moment, foiled by Kerry
in the semi-final, but failed only
very narrowly indeed after a
glorious second-half rally. But
the Leinstermen had another
hour of glory still to come.

In the semi-final of the
Grounds tournament they scored
a memorable victory, after a
thrilling game, over All-Ireland
champions Down, and thus
achieved the remarkable distinc-
tion of defeating two sets of All-
Ireland champions in the same
year.

So, although a much under-
strength team subsequently went
down to resurgent Galway in the
final, 1968 must still go into
Longford annals as possibly the
county’s most successful yet.

And when one realises, that
ever since early July, they had
been continually hard-hit by
injuries, and in their latest
games by suspensions, it is mno
wonder that all Longford is look-
ing forward to 1969 in a spirit
of considerable optimism.
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A Chara—I was very impressed
by the tone of Dan McAreavy’s
reply to Fr. Columba Mansfield
in your last issue. Knowing
McAreavy to be in favour of the
“Ban’’, I thought he dealt very
reasonably with Fr. Mansfield’s
suggestion that G.A.A. members
might be allowed to play rugby
and soccer during the G.A.A.
close season.

But I disagreed with him when
he said : “More games are not
what we want.” 1 am sure we
need fewer inter-county games—
especially 1n the below-senior
grades—but, surely, the only way
the G.A.A. can attract and then
satisfy boys and men is to pro-
vide them with regular club
games—and that means games
every Sunday.

He mentions the spread of
soccer to State schools and to
territories traditionally regarded
as [G.A.A.] strongholds.

And you know why ? Because

READER’S FORUM

‘the soccer people give their
players regular weekly games,
and the G.A.A. does not.

Of course, to foster the Gaelic
games, not only must officialdom
provide constant activity in all
club grades, but it must also
make sure that sportsmanship
takes a paramount place in the
games, otherwise the young fel-
lows will be attracted to sports

which are governed by strict dis-

cipline.

Gaelic games, at local level,
have not always been noted for
their sportsmanship. The wild
men must be weeded out if the
games are to attract the youth of
to-day in big numbers. That,
with punctuality, and certain
changes 1n the rules of Gaelic
football, 1s the only way to
“match the challenge” of soccer,
as Dan McAreavy puts it.

Is mise,

T. O Ceallaigh.
Luimneach.

GAELIC SPORT,

Dublin 4.

------

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

114 Upper Leeson Street,

PLEASE SEND ME A COPY OF GAELIC SPORT
FOR A PERIOD OF *ONE YEAR FOR WHICH
I ENCLOSE A POSTAL ORDER VALUE £1-7-6.

-----------------------------------
......................................

--------------------------------------------------------

Please use Block Capitals

* Gaelic Sport is published monthly and the subscription fee
covers postage.
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A Chara—I would like to say
thanks to you, and to the writer,
Eamonn Young, for the wonder-
ful tribute to the late Jim Barry,
which you published in the
December number of GAELIC
SPORT. It was beautifully
written by Eamonn Young and
was undoubtedly the best appre-
ciation of Jim Barry printed by
any newspaper or journal.

Corkonian.

QUIZ ANSWERS

POINTS

1—Tom Byrne (Wexford); 2—
Donal Ahearne (Cork); 3—Cork;
4—Westmeath; 5—Galway 2-10,
Roscommon 3-7; 6—George Wat-
terson; T—Left-corner forward;
8 — Newmarket-on-Fergus; 9 —
Ballygunner; 10—Christy Hayes.

GOALS

11-—Nick Rackard, 7-7 for Wex-
ford against Antrim in the All-
Ireland semi-final of 1956; 12—
Jack Berry, 3-9 for Wexford
against Kilkenny in an O’Byrne
Cup game at Gorey on April 21,
1968; 13—Mrs. Rosina McManus
(Ulster); 14—Rev. Bro. B. C.
Murphy (Meath); 15 — John
Quigley (Wexford), won the
M.H.S. and M.S.D., running-up in
the M.H.D.; 16 — Willie Barni-
ville; 17—Willie Webb (Rising
Sun); 18—Eamon Fitzgerald; 19
—Gerry Browne; 20—Monaghan
2-12, F'ermanagh 2-5.

Published by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd. 32 Portland Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.




Party Travel or Private hire...
there’s more to enjoy when you go CIE.

More comfort, more convenience,  special rates for 8 or more people.
Everything goes more smoothly
. when you talk it over first
x| with the top people in
~ the tour business. Full

lowest cost. They’ll take % details from: Tours

you where you please—or i Manager, 59 ‘.

suggest any amount of bright ideas  Upr. O’Connell Streetjg CIE ’
| in tour trips. You can hirea CIE ~ Dublin 1.
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coach—or travel by train at Holidays by
Coach

more places to sece—more easily.
CIE are experts on group st
travel organisation, take
care of every detail at
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supporters agree

that their best supporter is
The Hire-Purchase Company of Ireland Ltd.

IRISH FINANCED IRISH OWNED IRISH STAFFED

DUBLIN : 36/37 Lower Baggot Street.
Phones 64611 & 64621/5

CORK: 2 South Mall. Phone 25371/2
GALWAY: 5 Eyre Square. Phone 2048/9

LIMERICK: 92 O’Connell Street.
Phones 46211/2 & 46523

WATERFORD: 1 George's St. Phone
5439
LONGFORD : 34 Main Street. Phones
6553 & 6567

CARLOW : 135 Tullow St. Phone 41248

information can also be obtained from any branch of the Munster & Leinster Bank

Member of the Allied Irish Banks Group




