


PLAY THE GAME OF YOUR LIFE

WITH THE PALLOTTINE FATHERS

L

________

......

WHO ARE THEY?

A modern Society of priests who are engaged in a very active and varied apostolate.
The word *““ Pallottine ” comes from the name of the founder, St. Vincent Pallotti.
who was canonised by the late Holy Father, Pope John XXIIL

WHAT DO THEY DO’

They spread the Gospel in missionary countries. Direct schools and colleges, serve
in parishes, give missions and retreats. Also serve as Chaplains to hospitals.
universities, army, air-force and other institutions,

WHERE DO THEY WORK?

The Irish Pallottines work in Tanzania, the Argentine, the United States (Texas
Michigan, Nevada, Virginia, Dallas, New York), Rome, England and Treland.

If you are doing Leaving Cert., Matriculation or G.C.E. this year write
for FREE coloured brochure which gives full information to:

REV. FATHER MANNION, REV. FATHER A. HARRIS,
Pallottine College, or Pallottine Fathers,
Thur]es, Co. Tipperary_ 5, Amwell Street Lﬂﬂdﬂﬂ, E.C1




they'll be working for you

Right now there are almost 1.000 E.S.B. personnel undergoing
special training—to make certain that the E.S.B. can meet your needs
to-morrow—and in the years ahead. It’s part of the E.S.B.’s policy to
ensure that all have the opportunity to develop with this vital industry
and to progress in their chosen professions.

As your use of electricity becomes greater, the E.S.B. must plan

ahead to have the men and the machines geared to meet your needs.
This is just one aspect of the ‘forward look’ which the E.S.B. must

maintain as its contribution to the community to which it belongs
and serves.

POWER FOR PROGRESS — PROSPERITY FOR PEOPLE

-

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
FSCERENCE DEPT.




FERTILISERS?

USE ALBATROS
ULTRA-UNIT
NOS.1 2 or 3
AND FORGET
ABOUT

SUBSTITUTES

Albatros Ultra-Unit Nos. 1, 2 or 3 will
stand their ground against the attacks
of any poor soil conditions. Because
they're such powerful fertilisers. And
there’s one for your needs. Use No. 1
for cereals, grass, hay, potatoes and
most other crops. No. 2 for malting
barley and oats. And No. 3 for general
grassland use.

So, whatever your fertiliser need is—be
sure you use Albatros Fertilisers.

ALBATROS
FERTILISERS ?

NEW ROSS - COUNTY WEXFORD

THIS SUMMER
O C.LE.

GONE are the days when C.I.LE. meant just

buses and trains. Today more and more
people are turning to our national transport
authority for holidays which provide outstand-
ing value second to none at prices to suit every
pocket. This year C.I.E. has concentrated its
promotion on Great Britain and produced all-

in holidays at prices to suit all.
First of all there are Golden Holidays.

These are based on a holiday centre which
provides all the facilities necessary for the
family to enjoy its vacation. Top class accom-
modation is provided and local sight-seeing
tours can be availed of at no extra charge.

Another type of holiday available is the
low-cost motor coach explorer tours. These as
the name implies bring you in an air con-
ditioned coach, with panoramic roof, through-
out Ireland. Between them the various tours
penetrate to every corner of our island. In
addition to these tours there are, of course,
the regular motor coach tours ranging 1n
length from four to fourteen days. These trips
take in all the top holiday resorts, Glengarrift,
Killarney, Salthill, Portrush, Tramore, etc.
and provide for the visitor an unrivalled view
of Ireland.

You’d never guess it but C.I.LE. hire self-
drive cars as well. Tours are arranged to suit
your requirements, all-in prices including
hotel accommodation, are quoted and you're
away as free as the air to enjoy Ireland’s
beauty. If driving yourself is too strenuous
you can avail of a chauffeur driven private
limousine and relax and listen to your chauf-
feur’s informed and witty commentary on Ire-
land—ancient and modern.

These are just some of the really fabulous
tours offered to visitors to Ireland and indeed
to Irish people themselves also. If you haven’t
already done so why not drop C.I.E. a line and
ask them to send you their brochure for 1969,
Youll be both surprised and pleased to dis-

cover the range of tours that C.I.E. can offer
you.




How you can buy

Killarney etc...

Once you’re in Ireland, all the famous and fabled spots you’ve
longed to see are easily within your reach. For the price of a CIE train
or coach ticket, you can buy Killarney or Glendalough or
Connemara and travel in style, too. Qur radio train trips across
country are a great favourite, We whisk you from Dublin to
Killarney’s blue lakes, Connemara’s rugged splendour, or to Limerick
for a Shannon cruise. Some people like our trains so much they
buy a Rambler Ticket for a full 15 days’ unlimited travel on our
services. A bargain at £9. Another £2 will provide unlimited travel on
provincial bus routes. If you want to see some scenic splendour
without stirring too far from Dublin, we have the answer, t00.

Our day trips by coach to Glendalough, Doonaree, the Boyne Valley,

Powerscourt Demesne or the Blessington Lakes. _
Or you can choose a CIE Golden Holiday for a relaxed holiday

of a week or two at any of our famous resorts. Could ‘\

be the holiday of a lifetime. For full glorious .
details, contact Tours Manager, CIE, 59 Upper

O’Connell Street, Dublin 1. ‘

Q'.

, — _ _— B C— T L -



“ome over to Cor:

he quality cigarette
that shou Id L’_*-U'ﬁt

CWVOPCNCE MOTC
but doesn't

CRE/10E




Vol. 12. No. 2. FEBRUARY, 1969.

Offices :
114 Upper Leeson Streel,
Dublin 4.
Telephone : 60500.

#—#

INDEX

Page

The Non-tour by The Editor
Who Are Our Enemies? asks
Eamonn Young
13-a-side—I go along with
Young says Dominick
Davin i e pmes g
Railway Cup by Owen
McCann e e 550
“Atlantic Alliance” by
Moondharrig e
Clonflict : Club or County ?
by Jim Bennett
A Nasty Question
by Eamonn Young
Quiz-Time
What Might Have Been
by Dan McAreavy
Three Bright Stars from Derry
by Owen McCann
Cathal Cawley : A Profile
by Sean Rice
The Big Talk is Over
by Seamus O’ Ceallaigh
Three  Cheers for  Neilli
Mulcahy by Agnes Houri-

The

The

oan
The Games in the Banks
Time Ripe for Club Tests
by Jack Mahon
Crossword :
The Two-Timers
by Seamus O Braondin ...
Ag Tosnu Aris, Liam O Tuama
a Scri
Christy O’Brien of Laois

by Sean Murphy
Top Ten ... ... oo wes ae
Handball by Alleyman
Letters

6

7

10

13

15

17
18

19

21

23

24

26

35

38
40

41
42
44
45

46
47

COVER PHOTO

Our front cover this month pays tribute to
the winners of the Texaco awards in hurling and Gaelic football,

Dan Quigley (Wexford)

and Sean O'Neill

(Down) respectively.

We, of Gaelic Sport, would like to add our congratulations to both
men, worthy recipients of these very popular awards.

LAST month’s County Conven-

tions heard a lot about the
importance of the club in the
Association’s  structure. They
heard how and why many clubs
are declining, allegedly because
of excessive emphasis on inter-
county competitions. And they
heard talk of remedies, of plans
to strengthen or, as the case may
be. to re-vitalise the clubs and to

encourage them to engage in the

social life of their communities.

But talk is worth nothing
without action. Unfortunately,
there has been precious little of
that since the movement to
socialise was mooted three or
four years ago.

It doesn’t help in any way to
say now that the current eftorts
to reshape the Association should
have been undertaken twenty
years ago. It only underscores
the lamentable fact that so much
ground has been lost through
lack of foresight and imagination,
through the mistaken idea that
a match every week (or, more
likely, every month) was enough
to keep the club throbbing with
life and to maintain the flow of
membership from town and
parish.

Why has there not been more
action, more progress, since the
problem was recognised? A maior
obstacle is lack of money {for
development, another is the pro-

UPHILL AGAIN

liferation of small clubs, many ot
which must amalgamate before
anything worthwhile can be
achieved.

And, of course, there is still an
alarming lack of 1deas, initiative
and energy.

Many clubs now think that
they fulfil their social obligations
by holding an annual dinner.
Others will go as far as building
2 small pavilion, in which they
will install a dart board. All this
will be a crippling waste of time
and money.

A small number of clubs have
shown the way. Clubs like Clann
Fireann in Lurgan, Glen Rovers
in Cork, Kilmacud, Na Fianna
and St. Vincent’s in Dublin; May-
nooth in Kildare.

These are the showpieces, and
not every club will have the re-
sources — not to mention the
quality of leadership—to follow
their example. Yet, they can be
used as headlines. The Central
Council should organise a scheme
of conducted tours of those pro-
gressive centres, The grassroots
officials around the country
should see them and learn how
they were organised and con-
structed.

First-hand information and
personal observation is better
than all the printed plans in the
world.

Search for peace

A NEW tours agreement will soon be drawn up between the Central
Council and the New York Board. Whatever form it takes—and

it is unlikely that the exiles wi

Leagues—let us hope that. at 1

goodwill will ensue.
In the past, the

11 meekly drop out of the National
east, an era of peace and mutual

New York G.A.A. men have made major

srievances out of flea-bite irritations; they have seen insults where
none existed, or where none was intended. For our part, let us treat
the exiles fairly and generously. They are not strangers; they are our

own people.
reclprocate.
follow.

Let us treat them as
Thus.will the bickering stop and peace and friendship

brothers. New York must




OUR VIEW

By THE EDITOR

CEEE N R e e e

The

T is suggested in a letter pub-
lished in this issue that Down
acted “the dog in the manger”
in regard to the invitation which
Kerry received to visit Australia
next month. In other words,
that, having had to furn down
an invitation themselves because
of financial obstacles, they didn’t
want Kerry to go either.

This is a most unfair allega-
tion. It goes without saying that
Down would not have allowed
their principles, their actions and
their customary sense of fair-
play to be overruled by envy or
any other mean motive.

Their County Board officials
have said in public several times
that, while they would like to
send the team to Australia, their
main concern was that these
tours should be conducted offici-
ally by the Central Council and
placed on a proper financial
footing.

Indeed, Kerry must admit that
Down had propounded this
policy long before the Kingdom
received their invitation from
Harry Beitzel, through John
Kerry O’Donnell.

However, one can see how
difficult it is for Kerrymen to
look at it that way. The Kerry
team and officials were deeply
disappointed when the Central
Council turned down their appli-
cation to travel and reason
seldom functions in minds where
strong emotions are aroused.

non=tour

They noted that it was the
Down delegate who proposed the
rejection of the Kerry applica-
tion at the Council] meeting on
January 17 and that, in doing
so, he referred to the Kerry iIn-
vitation as a “horse deal”, thus
appearing to impute some sort
of dishonest practice to the
Kerry officials.

It was understandable, then,
that they overlooked the com-
ments of the President, Seamus
O Riain, who told the delegates
that they should not sanction an
unofficial county tour because
they had already accepted recom-
mendations to set up full inter-
national competition with Aus-
tralia.

It seems to me now—with the
wisdom of hindsight—of course!
—that Down made a tactical
error in pressing so strongly for
the rejection of Kerry’s applica-
tion. While no one doubted their
motives, which had been stated
at the December Council meet-
ing, it did seem as though they
were envious of Kerry's good
fortune and said, in effect (as
our reader alleges) — “if we
can’t have it you won’t have 1it”.

In fact, it was surprising that
they did not take care to present
a diplomatic front on the occa-
sion, since it should have been
obvious that their motives could
easily be misunderstood — and
as they have been by many
aggrieved Kerrymen.,

6

Some days before the meet-
ing, Paddy O’Donoghue, Chair-
man of the Down County Board,
was quoted in a daily newspaper
as saying that his county had no
feud with Kerry, and did not
wish to have one. He foresaw the
dangers of misunderstanding.

Has a feud been born now ?
I hope not. Because while a
feud in the council rooms is
merely a war of words, it be-
comes a very different kettle of
fish when translated to the play-
ing field. I think Kerry and
Down are big enough, and wise
enough, not to allow grievances,
real or imaginary to fester when
they meet again in a football
match.

A few final words about those
invitations to Down and Kerry.
Down, as All-Ireland champions,
were, of course, the team most
entitled to travel. But they were
faced with insurmountable
financial obstacles. They couldn’t
raise the money themselves and
the Central Council, naturally,
was not prepared to foot the
bill. This was bad luck, but they
should have accepted it as they
would accept a defeat on the
field of play.

Kerry, on the other hand, had
2 benefactor—one of their own—
in America in the person of
John O’Donnell. This was fabu-
lous good luck. And I believe
that they should have been
allowed to enjoy it.

A Kerry trip to Australia in
March would not have upset any
plans for full internationals be-
tween the countries. Moreover,
as those internationals are not
likely to get under way for
eighteen months, at the very
least a county tour would have
maintained essential contact
with Australia in the meantime.

It 1is regrettable that the
chance was lost.




THE enemies of the Association were people

I used to hear about a lot when 1 was
younger. The phrase amused me then, for
I regarded the G.A.A. as the country and, con-
sequently, the enemies, if they existed, simply

didn’t matter.

Since then, a change has come
over my rather naive thinking
and over that of many more
also for we don’t hear so much
to-day about the enemies of the
Association. Is it because they
don’t exist or because there are
so many G.A.A. speakers more
concerned with the dissentient
people within the Association ?

My feeling is that in '69 we
have less enemies than we had
forty years ago, but we also
have less friends. Time will tell,
but it seems to me we are losing
the affection of a lot of people
whose good will would be of
paramount importance to the
continued success of the G.A.A.

We fight too much among
ourselves, perhaps, and in
making the suggestion I am
quite aware of my own contri-
bution to controversy. Verbal
battle isn’t wrong by any means
and as we all know can do a
oreat deal of good. Restrictions
imposed by strong-minded men
stimulate other strong-minded
men to react rather violently,

By
EAMONN YOUNG

whether the reaction is unjust or
not.

These verbal jousts, however,
probably make the Association
less attractive to the outsider
and I remember a mature rugby
friend admitting that the real
reason he favoured the ban was
to keep out the fiercer G.AA.
man who, as he put it, would
chew men like him up and spit
them out at any meeting. The
fact that this isn’t true does not
prove that the feeling doesn’t
exist.

We fight with the press
occasionally and I certainly will
not say this is wrong without
examining each individual case.
It is doubtful, however, if taking
on the press as a body is a wise
move. We very often castigate
the press for it’s alleged failure

7]

to give what we regard as ade-
quate coverage to G.A.A. activi-
ties. In doing so, we forget that
the average sports-writer is one
who sees all games (and reports
on them) and is, as a result, not
4 believer in our foreign games
rule. In fact, the hard words
which are still said about foreign
games and the attitude which 1is
supposed to support them are
hound to antagonise many of
these sports-writers who even-
tually become (if they are not
<o already) hostile to the G.A.A.
though they won’t ever say it.

It is, indeed, the foreign
games rule which bedevils much
of our thinking. It has created
q division in our population, a
division of which people are far
more tolerant to-day than they
were thirty years ago. We all
know that it was necessary at
one time, and I'm not even sure
if removal thirty years ago
would have been too soon. Nowa-
days, however, it is most unfor-
tunate and one can only hope
that it’s inevitable death will
not be long more delayed.

What a division it has caused.
It's only a year since I was
having a drink in a Cork pub,
and I saw Tom Kiernan, the
rugby player, come in. It was
with a start I realised that the
reason I recognised him at all
was because of newspaper
photos. I had never seen him
play. I found out soon that he

® TO PAGE 48
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pummnnnnninsimmmnnmm THE QUESTION OF 13-A-SIDE smstntsnsnnnninnnn st

I GO ALONG WITH YOUNG

IKE Eamonn Young I am
very anxious to see 13-aside
football and hurling given a fair
and prolonged trial at all levels.
“Youngey”, always something of
an optimist by nature, painted
a very, very rosey picture in
last month’s issue of the magni-
ficent football we will see in
the 13-aside game. Incidentally,
he does not seem to advert to
the hurling aspect at all, but
that is by the way.

Now 1 thoroughly agree with
Eamonn that we could see bril-
liant football under the new dis-
pensation and even that we
should see plenty of fast and
open play, but it is because I
would like to be sure of this,
that I feel the system should be
tried extensively in all grades
and at all levels before any
decision about it is taken.

Now it is obvious that if you
are going to have 26 men
instead of 30 on the field you
are going to have far more open
play, since not alone have you
four few players in action but
each of the remainder will have
more space to play in, and a
correspondingly greater amount
of ground for each man to
cover. The result will be that
the emphasis in 13-aside will
probably be not so much on
sheer speed as on the best pos-
sible combination of mobility
combined with stamina. And,
believe me, stamina will be a
mighty important factor when
12 men have to cover the same
amount of ground as 14 deal
with at the moment. Eamonn
Young feels the goalkeeper will

Says DOMINICK DAVIN

take a far greater part in the
play as a result.

That may well be, but for this
you must have a goalkeeper
who is almost as good an out-
field footballer as he is a goal-
minder, But not every team has
a Johnny Geraghty or a Billie
Morgan to guard the gap. So

~what are the teams who want to

guard their goalkeeper as much
as possible going to do?

They are obviously going to
try and cut down the open space
in front of the goal as much as
possible. And there are a variety
of ways in which they can do so.
Despite the popular belief to
the contrary, there is nothing in
the 13-aside rules which forces
any team to play without a
full-forward or a full-back. And
any team which rely too much
on its goalman is obviously
going to make its own defen-
sive arrangements to meet its
own requirements.

The most obvious move 1is
either to play your complete half-
back line, as at present, and play
your two full-backs, one at each
corner of the square, or else pull
back the centre half back to full-
back and play your two half-
backs on the 40 yard line, each
one-third of the way in from the
touch-line.

Either way a “cute” team
might thus be able to cut down
the open spaces to the absolute
minimum—and then there 1s, as
a last resort, the old defensive
“W?” formation with the cenfre-
back playing as a “stopper” In
the exact middle of a completely
defensive “box”’ in which two full
backs and the two half-backs
formed the corners of a square
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which had only one fundamental
purpose, to prevent the other
side from scoring. It was a
system that, at one stage, almost
succeeded in killing the spectator
appeal of soccer in England.

It would be a pity to see such
a defensive system introduced as
the answer to open attacking
play, but, let’s face another fact,
no team is going out there in a
championship game to play to the
opposition’s plan. They are go-
ing to play to whatever plan they
think will win the game for them.

And it 1s to make sure that
such defensive thinking would
not come to dominate (especially
in football, the pace of the ball
would tell against defensive tac-
tics in hurling) that I would like
to see the 13-aside game {fully
and very thoroughly tested, even
at some championship level, be-
fore it is adopted as a universal
rule either temporarily or per-
manently.

There is one other point that
worries me about the introduc-
tion of 13-aside and it has noth-
ing to do with the actual playing
of the game on the field.

And the factor that really wor-
ries me is that 13-aside would cut
down the number of young men
playing the games, and heaven
knows we have enough young
people falling out already. The
object of any Association which
has games as one of its chief
reasons for existence must be to
have as many as possible playing
its games.

On the credit side, however,
with thirteen-a-side it would be
easier to put a team on the field,
which could prove a boon, especi-
ally in thinly populated areas.




THE

RAILWAY
cupP

By
Owen McCann

LMOST twenty years have
now elapsed since the Blue
of Munster was triumphant in a
Railway Cup football final. The
date was March 20, 1949. On the
St. Patrick’s Day we had the last
drawn final in football: Munster
2-7, Leinster 2.-7.

The replay saw the South, with
such as P. A. Murphy (Cork),
Jackie Lyne and Batt Garvey
(Kerry) and Mick Cahill and
Packie Brennan (Tipperary) I1n
the line-out, triumph 49 to 14 to
record the province’s only run of
two titles in succession, and also
consolidate Munster’s ranking in
second place in the Roll of
Honour with six crowns.

Munster won the initial Rail-
way Cup final in 1927, when an
all-Kerry team beat Connacht,
the only instance in football of
one county supplying all players

in a title winning combination.
At the end of that 1949 com-
petition Leinster had ten titles,

.and Connacht and Ulster brought

up the rere with four and three
crowns respectively.

Munster, in fact, were the foot-
ball specialists of the 1940’s.
They won only one title in the
1930’s (1931), and four from 1941
to 1949 inclusive, the richest har-
vest reaped by any province In
that particular decade.

When one remembers the
many great Munster footballers
who have graced the scene since
1949, it is hard to credit that the
province has contested no fewer
than ten finals unsuccessfully
since that last title win! They
lost to Leinster in 1952, 1953,
1959 and 1961; to Connacht iIn
1951, 1957 and 1958; to Ulster 1n
1956, 1960 and 1966.

Leinster won three finals on
the trot, 1928-29-30, a doubly his-
toric run in that it gave the pro-
vince the first double, and also
the first hat-trick of titles in foot-
ball. That 1949 defeat was Leiln-
ster’s second final failure to Mun-
ster (the other was in 1946) after
winning their 10th crown at Con-
nacht’s expense in 1945. Lein-
ster made it title No. 11 in 1952
to start their greatest era.

In 1955 the East completed the
first four championships-in-
succession run in the history of
foothall, and in 1959 took a fifth
crown in that decade. That
equalled the record of five titles
in the one decade established by
the East in the 1930’s.

Connacht’s glory decades were
the 1930’s and the 1950’s. The
West took the Railway Cup for
the first time in 1934, and
equalled Leinster’s hat-trick of
championships in 1936-37-38. The
province won three more titles in
the ‘’Fifties: 1951-57-58, and
brought the total to ecight final
victories in all in 1967.

The ’Sixties, irrespective of the
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outcome of this concluding series
of games of the present decade,
belongs unquestionably to Ulster.
Not only had the North their
greatest number of wins ever, but
the footballers of Ulster also set
some Iimpressive new peaks to
booft.

Ulster had a mere five titles at
the start of the current decade.
Hard to realise now that it was
not until 1942 that the Railway
Cup went North for the first time.
The North retained the trophy in
1943, and in 1947, Kevin Arm-
strong (Antrim) had the distinc-
tion of being the first man to
bring the Railway Cup in triumph
over the Border, after he had led
the province to a final success
over Leinster. The fourth win
was in 1950, and No. 5 in 1956.

The decade now moving into
history dawned with a sunshine
Spring for Ulster with wins over
Leinster and Munster, and 1963
really set the pattern for some
hrilliant achievements.

Ulster beat Leinster in the
final that year, and made 1t a
first hat-trick of titles In 1965 at
the expense of Connacht. Then,
in 1966 with a final win over
Munster the North equalled the
Leinster record of four cham-
pionships on the trot, and also of
five final wins in all in the one
decade.

In 1967 in a semi-final at Bel-
fast’s Casement Park, Ulster beat
Leinster to pencil in a unique
distinction in the record-book—
the first run of nine consecutive
wins by any province. During
that record-making achievement,
Ulster beat Leinster four times,
Munster three times, and Con-
nacht twice.

Connacht deprived Ulster 1n
the 1967 final of a majestic new
double record, but the North
bounced back again last year
with wins over Connacht and
Leinster to make 1t a record
sixth title in the one decade.




That success also put Ulster
firmly in second place in the
chart with 11 titles to Leinster’s
17, Connacht’s eight, and Mun-
ster’s siX.

Since Munster’s 1949 success,
the North has been the most
successful province of all. Eight
times since then, the Railway
Cup has been won by the North,
as against Leinster’s seven cham-
pionships, and Connacht’s four.

Ulster has lost only one semi-
final in this decade—to Leinster
at Casement Park in 1961. The
1962 final with Leinster, and the
1967 final against Connacht rank
as the North’s only defeats in a
total of 17 games from February,
1960 to St. Patrick’s Day, 1968
inclusive,

This month’s semi-final marks
the 14th between Ulster and
Connacht since 1933, won by the
West. Ulster made the score 7-6
in their favour at Cavan last
March. These provinces have also
clashed in three finals, with Con-
nacht winning two. The overall
record in the story of their meet-
ings in the Railway Cup is eight
wins each. Connacht’s last semi-
final win over Ulster, incident-
ally, was at Sligo in 1957, when
they had two clear goals to spare
—2-8 to 0-8.

Last year Leinster and Mun-
ster were also in opposition for
the 13th time in a semi-final.
The East won that meeting at An
Uaimh to go one up (7-6). Lein-
ster has a comfortable 9-3 lead
over Munster in finals, for an
over-all record of 16 wins, as
against the South’s nine, with one
match drawn. The first Leinster-
Munster semi-final was at Cork in
1933, where Leinster won 24 to
1-2. Cork was also the venue for
Munster’s last semi-final win over
Leinster—in 1957 on the score
2-5 to 0-9.

Finally, neither Ulster or Con-
nacht has won the Railway Cup
in the concluding year of a
decade. Will 1969 see either lay
this bogey ?
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NEW IMPROVED

AUROFAC 20

NOW WITH NEOMYCIN

White scour is a deadly killer. Sometimes it strikes so
rapidly that no symptoms are visible till the calf lies
dying or is dead. And it doesn’t just kill calves—it Kills
your profits as well! The best protection against this
scourge is Aurofac 20. An essential investment for
to-day’s farmer
New improved Aurofac 20 now containing two powerful
antibiotics — Aureomycin and Neomycin — is most
effective in both preventing white scour or, if you're
unfortunate enough, in curing it It's a modern treatment
that gives results fast and at less cost. Bought in calves
are of special importance. They should be kept in isola-
tion and treated immediately with Aurofac 20. This will
prevent you coming into contact with white scour.

*Regd. Trademark.

c CYANANMIID

Product of Cyanamid International

good animal health starts with
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Available from WHELEHANS who help the
farmer make a profitable business
from farming.
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MOUNT SACKVILLE CONVENT, CHAPELIZOD.
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CEDARLAN Ltd.
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'THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE’

OR, I suppose, the past decade
and a half, the amount of
fuss and bother that has, from
time to time, arisen about
matches or series of matches,
between the Gaels of Ireland and
the Gaels of New York would fill
a pretty big book, and 1t looks as
though we may have a little while
to wait yet until we reach the last
chapter.

And the peculiar part of it all
is that, while I do not feel all
that ancient, vet, at the time
when I was dragged around to
matches first, (and I did not need
much dragging, except when my
small legs fell down on the job
of following closely behind the
footsteps of my father) no one
ever thought of such an inter-
national series, and only the real
old-timers remembered the visit
of a team of New York and Chi-
cago hurlers to Ireland away back
in 1911.

It was the first Tailteann
Games 1n 1924 that began to
make us conscious of the Gaels
beyond the Atlantic. A team of
hurlers came over, and though
they were well beaten by the
pick of Ireland, put up such a
good show that their display
roused quite a deal of enthusiasm
both here and back in the United
States. .

As a result the Tipperary
hurlers, 1925 All-Ireland cham-
pions, set out, in the early sum-
mer of 1926, on the most
strenuous trip ever undertaken
by a G.A.A. team until Meath
headed off to Australia in the
spring of 1968. Johnny Leahy’s
Boherlahan selection set off from
Cobh to New York by ocean
liner, which took them four or
five days, and then they travelled,

playing matches here and there

- along the way, from New York

to San Francisco and back again.

The Tipperary men covered
thousands wupon thousands of
miles, won every game they
played with superlative ease, and
were away from mid-May till late
July. No wonder Tom Kenny
from Portroe wrote a booklet
about it all, unaware that his son

‘Sean, now so internationally

famed, would make a dramatic
appearance on the New York
hurling fields when a Tipperary
team turned up there again 24
years later.

Up till 1927, whatever tours
had taken place had been con-
fined to hurlers, even the legend-
ary ‘Invasion’ of America in 1888
had been composed of athletes
and hurlers, and no American
footballers had appeared for the
Tailteann Games of 1924. Now
football stepped onto the inter-
national stage for the first time
when, in 1927, Kerry crossed the
Atlantic as All-Ireland cham-
plons.

Maybe we had been ‘con-
ditioned” by the sweeping
successes of Tipperary; maybe
we had been fooled by the
absence of New York footballers
from that 1924 Aonach Tailteann.

In any case, I well remember
reading with absolute astonish-
ment in small items in the daily
papers, usually a day or two late,
that the Kerrymen, Ireland’s
pride, had been beaten not once
but twice by the Exiles. That
incidentally was the first time I
had ever heard of the Polo
Grounds. Those victories lent
oreat interest to the first visit of
an American football side here
for the Tailteann Games of 1928.
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but though the Exiles put up a
good fight they failed to match
the pick of Ireland. What 1is
more, Kerry went back a year or
two later, and ‘cleared their
name’ by defeating all comers in
the States.

The Americans entertained
Tipperary hurlers again in 1931,
and again Tipp. swept In un-
beaten triumph from the Statue
of Liberty to the Golden Gate
and back again, though they did
not cover as much territory or
play as many matches as did
their pioneering side of 1926.

But from 1932, which saw the
last revival of Aonach Tailteann,
until the outbreak of World War
IT in 1939, trips and tours became
very common indeed. The
hurlers of Limerick and Kil-
kenny, the footballers of Kerry,
Mayo, Galway, Cavan and Laois
all headed off to America at one
time or another, while, if the
only official New York teams ap-
peared for the 1932 Tailteann
Games, at least one club side
came over later in the decade.

After the War the great re-
awakening came when the 1947
football final between Kerry and
Cavan was staged at the Polo
Grounds. Oddly enough, nine
vears before, when the New York
Board had asked for the replay
of the drawn 1938 final between
Kerry and Galway, nobody over
here took the request seriously.

Then, in 1950, New York was,
for the first time, admitted to the
National Leagues, and since then
we have had St. Brendan Cups,
International Leagues, World
Cups—and New York back in the
National League again.

A visitor from another planet,

® TO PAGE 14
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and we may well have a few of
these knocking round any day
now, may well wonder what is
the cause of the recurring dis-
putes.

Well while these are two major
factors, the question of finance
and the question of control—and
these may be to an extent inter-
linked—there is, I think another
and a very human factor involved
to which we do not pay sufficient

attention on this side of the
Atlantic—but I will come to that
in a moment.

As for the finance and control

aspect, the vital facts, as I see
them are those. The games in

" New York are, all things else

being equal, invariably financial
successes; the games here at
home never seem to be able to
cover the expenses of the visiting
teams.

Therefore the New Yorkers,

HAVE YOU MET THE
POOR SISTERS OF

If you have not you have missed something in
your life. They are a challenge to you if you
wish to spend your life for others. Can you
Imagine yourself as one of them, lovingly caring
for children standing in need of that care—both
boys and girls from 0 to 15 years of age? Or
perhaps looking after the old folk in their

declining years?

Do you want to know more about their life?
Then address your enquiries to :—

REVEREND MOCTHER GENERAL
Nazareth House, Hammersmith, London W.6
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because the maintenance of the
International Fund depends on
their side of the Atlantic, pro-
bably feel they are fully entitled
to an equal voice in decisions
about future tour relationships
between Ireland and America,
and, to get down to basic facts,
are never too happy to accept
Central Council control over what
they feel are their own affairs.

On the other hand, as we have
always seen it here, the Central
Council is the supreme body of
the Gaelic Athletic Association
at home or overseas. Personally
I would like to see New York
represented not alone on Central
Council but also, possibly, on the
G.A.A. Executive. But I would
also like to see New York form-
ally affiliate or at least formally
Associate, At present their
relationship with the G.A.A. is
not really covered in the rule
book at all.

As for psychological trouble
this, I think is caused by the fact
that whereas visiting Irish teams
are feted in New York, we nowa-
days make no fuss at all over
here about visiting New York
sides, nor does the sporting pub-
lic turn up in any numbers to see
them play.

Why this should be so it is very
hard to pin-point, unless the
reason is that when we here at
home talk of ‘exiles’ nowadays we
are more usually referring to
Britain rather than to America.
But, whatever the reason, New
York players and officials alike
are hurt by our seeming indif-
ference to their best efforts and
their dedication to the game. It
may seem a small point, but it is
an important one.

What 1s the solution ? Well,
first we must regularise New
York’s position. Are they to be a
county or a province of the
G.A.A., or are they to be a co-
equal country, with as much
authority as Central Council ?
Until that is decided we will get
nowhere.
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ROM the current series of
conventions one of the
clearest indications has been of
concern about the conflicting
claims of club and county, of
major and minor competition. On
the one hand Louth have pressed
the germ of an idea for the con-
finement of inter-county games to
some defined portion of the year.
An effort to give the clubs in
their county (and every other)
room to breathe, flex their
muscles and develop some
strength.

It is certainly true that there
is a strong feeling among the
clubs that inter-county competi-
tion makes grim inroads on their
team spirit and their plans. Too
many players too often absent
from the club training sessions
and, sometimes, the club’s
matches; too much energy and
vitality spent in the service of
the county to give their best in
the service of the club.

It is a problem, of course. But
it is one which must be lived with
in view of the structure of club
competition and inter-county
competition, both of which have
been found indispensable in the
life of the Association. Total
solution of the problem would
demand the dropping of one or
the other. Impossible to keep the
inter-county without the club, of
course; and, to do away with the
inter-county and keep the inter-
club competitions would involve
a large-scale reshuffle of the
present set-up. Certainly it 18
neither impossible nor, even, un-
satisfactory, because it could
easily form a basis from which
oreater strength might be de-
developed.

But, it would mean a com-
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Conflict: Club or County?

By JIM BENNETT

pletely new concept of what the

“club must be. Any sort of com-
- petition on a

provincial or
national basis for eclubs would
mean drastic reduction in their
number. The weak shoots would
have to be lopped off, and only
strong, Central units with a play-
ing strength, financial potency,
and breadth of appeal of greatly
increased size could function.
There probably would not be

‘more than six or seven such
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major units in each of the
moderately-sized counties.

It would, perhaps, destroy some
of the sense of local loyalty and
identification with the club which
has always been its ideal. And,
of course, it would mean break-
ing with the deep-set traditions
of county championship and All-
Ireland championships. Is all this
price too high? It seems to be
so, though, if one considers the
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THE WHITE FATHERS OF AFRICA

BLACKLION, CO. CAVAN.

A Society of Secular Priests and Missionary Brothers

whose sole aim is the establishment of the Church in
Africa.

There are over 3,000 White Fathers at present working in Africa, but
more vocations are urgently needed.

APPROXIMATELY 150 MILLIONS ARE STILL NON-CHRISTIAN !

If you cannot be a Missionary perhaps you could help to put one in

the field.

All enquiries to :

FATHER DIRECTOR, WHITE FATHERS,

Blacklion, Co. Cavan

Shannon Travel is Ireland’s largest independent travel
Agency. This is the organisation with facilities to
help to:

FEEL @® Holidays in the sun.

SECURE

WHEN YOU |
TRAVEL @® All air, sea and land travel.

® Pilgrimages to Lourdes.

ABROAD @ Winter holidays.

It you are making travel arrangements on behalf of
yourself or a Club or Group be sure to contact us.

TRAVEL SHANNON TRAVEL

138, Lr. Baggot St., Dublin 2. ’Phone 63977.
Offices at: Westmoreland St., Dublin 1;
Cecil St., Limerick; William St., Galway.




EAMONN YOUNG poses

A nasty question
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B L.E. or N.A.C.A.L ?

(And an answer)

That’s a nasty ques-

tion for the G.A.A. as an organisation

just now.

It has been for some time and

there’s many a G.A.A. man who regrets the
day the Association ever debated the contro-

versy.

I heard out a debate on the
subject at the Cork Convention
last year which rivalled the Ban
disputes at their most ferocious
and the heat of the argument was
equalled only by the sincerity of
the contenders. Let’s hope the
argument will soon be settled and
that Ireland can take its place
in the international athletic
arena without division among her
sons.

The G.A.A. has always been a
father-figure for the N.A.C.A. and
in the very early days the ath-
letics aspect was probably much
stronger vis-a-vis the games than
it is to-day. In those days Irish
athletes were prominent in the
world arena and in the weights
especially the national prestige
was tremendous long before that
doughty doctor from Kanturk,
named O’Callaghan, stood
squarely on the victor’s podium
in successive Olympics.

As the field games gained In
popularity they tended to attract
more of our organising ability

and it was only natural that by
comparison the athletic status
would decline in the Association
itself. Externally, there was a
very potent force which hit Irish
athletic prestige: the increased
attention given to athletics in so
many new countries. Standards
in both track and field events
improved until even by the early
'thirties only Bob Tisdall and Pat
O’Callaghan were in the gold
medal class.

Then came the disastrous sus-
pension of the N.A.C.A. and since
then we have been to a large ex-
tent put away in sadness to the
limbo of international athletics.
That blow, in itself, was enough
to depress our athletic standards
further and when we remember
the tremendous leap made both
by emergent and more sophis-
ticated nations since then, it's no
great wonder that the athletes
who did get to Mexico, bereft of
the  hair-trigger competition
enjoyed by the athletes of other
countries (not to mention the
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money spent on them) didn’t get
within a donkey’s screech of the
gold medal.

Right, you say, we know all
that. Just what are you getting
at ?

Well it’s this. The G.A.A. as
a body plays almost no part in
present day athletics. In fact,
the G.A.A. if it made its mind
known probably wants to keep
out of athletics because of the
possibility of serious difference
among its members over athletic
politics. Yet, the G.A.A. is very
conscious (or should be) of the
importance of sports to-day when
there are more built-up areas and
where the tendency i3 to gather
together and not return to the
isolated homesteads which have
been a feature of Celtic life 1n
Ireland since time immemorial.

The G.A.A. can help athletics
without entering the political
arena. It can do so by encourag-
ing athletics in its fields and by
that I don’t mean by handing
over its fields to anyone.

In the old days the boys spent
many a happy hour at the cross-
roads putting the big stone for
length and running races of all
sorts and distances. Con Flynn,
God rest him, told me the

® TO PAGE 18
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Dohenys down in West Cork used
train by running four miles to
the Club House and the last in
had to buy a gallon of porter.
Not much use saying it was only
a penny a pint when half a mile
from home your guts were gone,
your tongue hanging out and you
had no money anyway.

Leaping for breadth and height
was very popular and it all
helped both body and mind. The
delightful picture hasn’t quite
faded, for a friend of mine In
Athlone started with a playful
challenge at the cross-roads to
run a four-mile road-race ending
back at the start point.

Who outside of a recognised
athletic club has caught a discus
in his hand ? Or how many more
have thrown the javelin, or tried
a polevault. The equipment
costs a little money and the
average person won't spend that
money on himself.

This 1s where the G.A.A. club
can do wonderful work. Why not
let the athletics split heal as it
will in time, and encourage our
G.A.A. clubs, most of whom have
very good fields, to erect a small
hut where will be housed a
javelin, high-jump posts, a six-
teen pound shot, a half-
hundredweight, and half a dozen
hurdles. Two boards and a pit
away Iin the corner of the field
will be enough for the long and
triple jumpers.

If this is done, the boys who
have enough of the hurling and
foothall will have a spot of fun
at the athletics and from it will,
no doubt, come good performers.
LEt them compete where they
like.

For all we know it may be the
little extra in athletic enjoyment
that will lure our young men
(and perhaps a few young
women) away from their fav-
ourite present-day occupation of
feverish gyrations in tempo to an
appalling overdose of cacophony.
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NEW QUIZ-TIME
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SHOOTING FOR POINTS
YOU should be able to tap
these over, though if you are
a little rusty for want of practice
some of those from awkward
angles may ‘“throw’ you. Watch
the close frees, they are to be
taken in the time limit indicated.
As with all close frees, you only
get one chance.
1—Who are the current Inter-
mediate Hurling All-Ireland
title holders ?
Time limit : 5 seconds.
2—Which county captured the
first All-Ireland football
championship.
Time limit : 7 seconds.
3—For what county does Noel
Power hurl ?
4—Who are the current Ulster
club champions in football ?
5—Bill Carlos won All-Irelands
with Roscommon; can you
say what  position he
occupled ?
Time limit : 5 seconds.
6—In the famous Polo Grounds
final of 1947 who was the
Cavan goalkeeper ?
7—Can you say which county
was captained to an All-
Ireland victory by M. Buck-
ley ?
8—What club does Seamus Ley-
don (Galway) play for ?
9—Name the Dublin hurling
champions 1968 ?
Time limit: 5 seconds.
10—Can you give the final score
in the Wexford-Cork All-
Ireland camogie final ?

GO FOR A GOAL
And watch those time limits—
you have to be quick to avail of

a goal-scoring chance.
11—In the football
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champion-
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ship of 1945 what did Jack
Lynch, Derry Beckett and
Pat (Hitler) Healy have in
common ?

12—Can you remember the score
when Down suffered their
only 1mportant defeat of
1968 at the hands of Long-
ford in the Grounds Tour-

nament ?
Time limit: 10 seconds.
13—What club does Margaret

O’Leary, the star of Wexford
camogile, assist ?
14—Which player was top-scorer
in Leinster during all inter-
county games of 1968 ?
Time limit: 10 seconds.
15—Who 1s Chairman of the
Policy Committee ?
Time limit : 7 seconds.
16—Can you name the director

who made the Gael-Linn
films ‘“Peil” and “Christy
Ring.”

17—Famous Tipperary football-
ing brothers, Tom and Mick
Cahill, each assisted another
county as well as their native
Tipperary. Can you say what
these counties were ?

18—Who was the Roscommon
handballer who won an All-
Ireland ftitle last year after
a lapse of sixteen vears ?

19—In the same year the num-
ber of players on a team was
reduced from 21 to 17 and
the number of points in a
goal reduced to five from an
unlimited number. When
was that ?

20—For what county did Brian
Seeley figure in an All-
Ireland final ?

Time limit: 5 seconds.

Answers : Page 22




HEN this appears in print I
will no longer hold the
portfolio of Armagh county
chairman; I will have returned,
whence I came, to the back-
benches with plenty of time to
cast a cold clinical eye over the
past five years since I was
handed the “hot seat” at the 1964
convention.

Nor is it in any spirit of hypo-
crisy or humbug that I describe
this examination of conscience as
the most salutary that I have ever
undertaken.

Gone now is that exciting
dream nurtured then, of the
absolutely perfeet Armagh —
invineible on the field, each club
a well-oiled cog 1n the most
streamlined administrative set-up
in the land, the grounds problem
solved, a fierce but healthy
rivalry in every clash, the sound
of the ash becoming louder and
louder, in short—the great proud
G.A.A. heart of the county would
(I had hoped) beat more proudly
than ever before.

But idealism and reality are
unhappy bedfellows. It’'s an ex-
pert’s job to blend the two and
in this I was found wanting.

Lest it be thought that there
has been a “sell-out” in Armagh
let me hasten to add that the
Association remains in an 1m-
pregnable position in the county.
There has been no hint—nor will
there be—of any devaluation of a
single principle for which the
G.A.A. always stood.

Certainly the position of the
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Assoclation 1In the county has
been held but surely this is not
sufficient in an era demanding a
new-look approach to everything.
Even 1n organisations where
fundamentals have remained un-
scathed the trappings have under-
gone a radical overhaul. So far
the G.A.A. has made but a token
gesture in this direction.

I am convinced that much of
the trouble—frustration is pro-
bably a more appropriate word—
facing our administrators lies in
adjusting the Assoclation to pre-
sent-day conditions and demands.
Conservatism has shackled posi-
tive imaginative thinking. The
sincerity held but ‘“not-an-inch”
mentality is a sickening approach
particularly at Congress.

Pride alone in the tradition of
the local club is no longer suffi-
cient to maintain the interest of
to-day’s members.

Counter  attractions have
developed at an enormous pace
and not least on the social scene.
Here other organisations would
appear to have jumped ahead of
us In providing much more than
the opportunity to play a game.

There is a surfeit of inter-
county fare, travel no longer
presents any difficulty and with
the grass-roots thus threatened
at club level radical new thinking
is clearly called for.

The problem of involving clubs
more actively in the social life of
their area is a major consider-
ation which must be tackled.
Many have not suitable premises
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What might have been!

By DAN MCcAREAVY

and a match on possibly two
Sundays in the month will simply
not do as we approach the seven-
ties.

Talk of international tours has
a disturbing ring when so much
remains undone at home.

In another context, I heard a
15-year-old schoolboy recently
exclaim 1n a debate: “Nero
fiddled while Rome burned; today
Apollo 8 reaches the moon while
Biafra and growing millions
throughout the world continue to
starve”.

The speaker’s language may
have been extravagant when
applied to this article but it
seems to me that the money ex-
pended on the Yanks and the

- Aussies might well be used to

give a welcome financial trans-
plant to our ‘“starving” clubs.
There are many areas in the over-
all administration where pruning
could take place. Or have we got
our values totally out of focus?

If clubs are to become once
again the focal point of their
parish or district they must be
given the conditions for so doing.
The Central Council has a grave
responsibility in this matter. It
will shirk it at its peril.

This is no defeatist submission
but rather a realistic assessment
of the position as it appears fo
me. It will always be a privilege
and pleasure to serve in such an
outstanding organisation as the
G.A.A. but disappointment can
have an eroding effect on spirit.




LEAVING SCHOOL ?
STARTING WORK ?
ANYTIME OF IMPORTANT
DECISIONS

Whatever your occupation in life may be, it will
have as profound an influence on your spiritual as

on your material well-being. In it, and through it,

yvou will have to save your soul.

Would you care to give yourself totally to the
work for which Christ entered the world ? His
business. The Salvation of souls. The Priesthood.

Religious Life.
Perhaps you feel inadequate. So did the Apostles.
A later vocation may have much to offer Christ.

Whatever your decision, you will make it
better after a

DAY OF RECOLLECTION

Write to :
The Superior, Canons Regular of the
Lateran,
24 Castie Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin 3.
Telephone : 333229

GIVE YOUR
PROFITS A LIFT
WITH AB ALO

Most loaders sold in Ireland
are Ab Alo Quicke. The
one loader will fit over 150
different tractors. Can be
fitted by one man without
tools in half a minute.
Radiator and engine guard

. standard equipment.

... One year guarantee.

farmhand ltd.

Shandon Crescent, Phibsboro, Dublin 7

Karly grass

IS on

R

iIt’s way...

Right now fleets of lorries are rushing NET Nitrogen
to merchants, co-ops and farmers throughout
Ireland. Last year alone over 100,000 tons of NET
Nitrate and NET Sulphate were -spread by
thousands of farmers. Why? Because NET Nitrogen
gives a dense growth of lush, leafy and nutritious
grass—when you really need it, in early Spring
when Winter feed supplies are at their lowest and
feeding costs are at their highest. So get those
cattle out on grass weeks earlier, with 2 to 3 cwt.

per acre of nitrogenous fertilizer.

...from NET

NET Nitrate 23]N. and NET Sulphate 217/N. from Nitrigin Eireann Teoranta, Arklow.



By OWEN McCANN

Stars

from Derry

ON a sunny March day, nearly

four years ago, I was at
Ballybay to see a team from St.
Columb’s, Derry, score a history-
making win over a Jimmy
Duggan-led St. Jarlath’s, Tuam,
outfit in the All-Ireland Colleges’
senior football semi-final. This
month, three of that very
talented Derry side put their
skills and class on parade for the
first time in interprovincial
senior football when they line-
out in the Ulster jersey against
Connacht.

They are Malachy McAfee, who
was centre-half-back that day at
Ballybay, Tom Quinn, a polished
performer in the No. 7 shirt, and
Seamus Lagan, the full-forward.
All were also to the fore In the
side that had a final win over
Belcamp O.M.I., Dublin, to take
the Hogan Cup to Derry for the
only time so far.

Later in 1965 we saw Quinn,
McAfee and Lagan display their
skills efficiently with that great
Derry squad that swept all before
it in the All-Ireland minor cham-
pionship. Last September they
were back again to colour the
Croke Park scene with their
quality play in another All-
Ireland championship final win—
over Offaly in the under-21 grade.

There is, of course, a wealth
of difference between under-age
competitions, and the hard grind
of interprovincial fare. But there
is still every reason to believe

Three bright

that, having speedily bridged this
gap, McAfee, Quinn and Lagan
will now go on to each make a
really sizeable imprint in this
grade also.

After all, they have all been
Derry first team regulars over the
past few years, and, having also
watched this trio in a number of
games in the premier ranks, I
am in no doubt that they are
steadily maintaining their climbs
to greatness.

Indeed, after a busy year of
travelling up and down the
country in 1968, and during which
I saw most of the top players in
action, I would be prepared to
argue long and hard with anyone
that Tom Quinn, now Derry’s
automatic choice at full-back, 1s
the best man in this position in
the game at present!

The young Bellaghy man’s
foothball is already that of a
mature player, rather than of a
performer really only on the
threshold of his senior career. 1
continue to be impressed by his
cool, brainy, alert and active
craftsmanship, by his sure and
clean fielding, his verve, drive
and positional sense.

Quinn, who was at midfield in
the St. Columb’s team that lost
the 1966 All-Ireland semi-final to
St. Jarlath’s, has also captured
my imagination with the variety
in his play, his speed to the ball,
and generally lengthy and well-
directed clearances.
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I now confidently look to Tom
Quinn, who added an Ulster club
championship medal to his col-
lection shortly before Christmas,
to further advance his climb to
the top by celebrating his debut
in the Ulster No. 3 jersey with
the type of wholehearted and
inspiring display of power-foot-
ball that could well prove one of
the major factors in setting the
North firmly on the road to over-
coming this hurdle in quest of
their seventh title of the 1960s.

McAfee was also a consistent
performer all during the past
year with Derry in the senior
and under-21 grades, as centre-
half. He has many outstanding
qualities, and he is skilfully em-
ploying them to telling effect.
Well-equipped for the testing role
of pivot, he has in game after
game provided the same solid,
“professional” type of play that
never gives supporters of his
team a moment’s worry, and, as
a result, is so frequently taken
for granted.

McAfee has sure hands, is de-
pendable in the air, keen in an-
ticipation, sure in his covering,
and gets length and direction
into his kicks. He is also vigilant
off the ball.

The Derry centre-half will be
at right-wing in the coming clash
with Connacht. However, while
I am convinced that the No. 6
spot is his best position, I am
equally certain that this talented
performer with the star-plus
quality will, with his energy,
mobility and great skill, prove a
dynamic and forceful unit in the
Ulster bid for a second succes-
sive semi-final win over the West.

Lagan changed his full-forward
role of his Colleges’ days to that
of midfield partner of Tommy
Diamond, now also a first-team

® TO PAGE 22
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regular, and an under-21 medalist
in Derry’s 1965 minor title win-
ning outfit. It is in this midfield
ranking that he has made his
mark in inter-county competi-
tions, won an under-21 medal,

and now gains that first Ulster .

jersey.

I must admit that I was not as
prepared for his inclusion in the
provincial squad, as I was for the
selections of Quinn and McAfee.
This was due, not to the fact that

I was any less impressed by
Lagan’s potential, but rather be-
cause I did not anticipate that
Colm McAlarney (Down) would
be moved out of midfield.

I last saw Lagan in action in
November at Croke Park at mid-
field for St. Joseph’s Training
College, Belfast, against All
Hallows, Dublin, in the new Uni-
versities’ League (Quinn, McAfee
and McAlarney were also in the
Belfast side that day, so if you
have not been at any of these
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games so far, now you have some
idea of what you are missing).

But back to Lagan. I thought
he marked that last headquarters
outing with the best game I have
watched him play. There was
method and drive about his foot-
ball, industry and endeavour, and
he proved a very efficient mid-
field link between defence and
attack. I look to him now to be
a big success on his interpro-
vincial debut.

These, then, are three bright
jewels from Derry, a trio who
are brilliantly taking in their
stride all the major rungs up the
ladder that leads to a place
among the elite. They will con-
time to repay watching not only
in the coming Railway Cup series,
but in the years ahead.

Quiz Answers

® FROM PAGE 18

POINTS

1—London.

2—Limerick
1887.

3—Kerry.

4—Bellaghy (Derry).

o0—Centre-half back.

6—V. Gannon.

7—XKildare (1927).

8—Dunmore McHales.

9 _1U.C.D.

10—Wexford 4-2;: Cork 2.5.

GOALS

11—All three were completing
the “double”—winning All-
Ireland football medals hav-
Ing previously won hurling
medals.

12—Longford 3-9; Down 1-12.

13—Eoghan Ruadh (Dublin).

14—Tony Brennan (Meath) with
6-57 (75 points).

15—Padraig O Fainin (Water-
ford).

16—IL.ouis Marcus.

17—Tom with Cavan and Mick

(Commercials)

with Cork.
18—Ray Doherty.
19—1892.

20—Armagh (1953).



CATHAL CAWLEKY

A PROFILE : By SEAN RICE

HE has never hit the headlines in the same way

that his

colleague, Michael Kearins, has

done. Yet. he has always been there, always
plugging away at centre-half back. He made his
debut on the Sligo team the same year that John
Donnellan made his on the Galway team. That
was in the Connacht junior championship of 1958

—a game which Galway won.

Cathal Cawley was only eigh-
teen then. He had already played
minor football for Sligo that year
and later the same year was
drafted into the Sligo senior
team. Since then, he has been
playing at centre-half back with-
out many medals to show for it.
But despite this he has never
become despondent, for he feels
that the big break-through is not
too far off.

Why this feeling? Simply
because 1968 was Sligo’s best year
in football for many a long day.
The senior team reached the
semi-finals of the National
League for the first time in about
forty years, and failed narrowly
to Kildare after a hectic struggle
that took two hours to decide.

And then there was the magni-
ficent display by their minors in
the All-Ireland final when they
failed so narrowly to Cork, the
biggest county in the country,
after a great second-half rally.

These are the things that have
made Sligo buzz, and brought
hopes gushing to the surface. As

RN E T
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Cathal Cawley told me: “I have
never witnessed anything like the
enthusiasm in the county at the
present time. And it is all due to
the progress of the seniors and
minors during the past year”.

But for all that do they really
hold high hopes of winning the
Connacht  championship  this
coming year ? Cathal Cawley says

they do. “We were the only team

to beat Galway during their great
reign. By doing so we qualified
for the Wembley tournament and
even since then we have fared
better against them than Mayo
have done”.

“T think if we can manage to
weld some of last year’s minors
into the present senior team our
prospects for the future will be
very bright. Already one of those
minors, Richard Hayden, has
been brought into the team and
against Donegal he was one of
the side’s best players”, he said.

Cathal Cawley’s greatest
treasure is the Railway Cup
medal he won with Connacht two
years ago. He had:been selected
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four times for Connacht-and it
is the only reward his displays
for his county have earned for
him.

He did win a medal with his
native Ballinacarrow as a
yvoungster, won a Mayo junior
championship medal with Cross-
molina where he was stationed
for some years as a Garda and
with whom he has been invited
to tour America this coming
autumn. He also won a Roscom-
mon junior championship medal
with Keadue where he was also
stationed for a short time, and
he also won a medal with Ballina
Stephenites.

Now he plays with Claremorris
and has bright hopes of captur-
ing another Mayo senior cham-
pionship medal this year. But his
dearest wish is to win a medal
with his native county. He has
not too many years left to do
this, and consequently trains
strenuously at every opportunity.

“The present Sligo enthusiasm
has also bitten me,” he said. “So
I try to be fit for every game.

Sligo are pretty certain to
qualify for the National League
group semi-final again this year
and if they emerge as they did
last year they should have gar-

nered sufficient experience to
reach the final and to bring
Cathal Cawley and, indeed,

Michael Kearins, the medals they
have so long been seeking.
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CAMOCGIE

By AGNES HOURIGAN

THREE CHEERS FOR

NEILLI MULCAHRY!

WHIEN I read Neilli Mulcahy’s

article on possible new
camogie styles in the recent issue
of ‘Our Games Annual’ I found
it hard to restrain myself from
giving her three rousing cheers.
After all, the mere fact that such
an internationally renowned
dress designer and leader of
haute-couture showed her great
interest in camogie was in itself
a crushing answer to those who
for years have tried to convince
themselves that camogie players
were nothing more than a dowdy
collection of ‘Mary Hicks'. But
then, Neilli Mulcahy was herself
a very effective and talented

camoglie player. I remember,
during her school-days, seeing
her win a Dublin Colleges medal
at Croke Park with Loreto Con-
vent, St. Stephen’s Green, then
a great stronghold of the game.
She also played for U.C.D. during
her time there and it may be
noted in passing that her sister
Elizabeth, now Mrs. Berney, not
alone captained U.C.D. to Ash-
bourne Cup victory but won
several All-Ireland medals in the
Dublin tunie. So no wonder I read
Neilli Mulcahy’s article with
great interest and studied her
designs with greater interest
still.

LUCAN SPA HOTEL

(15 minutes from Dublin City centre)
NINE-HOLE GOLF COURSE FREE TO RESIDENTS
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Excellent Cuisine

Central Heating throughout

Terms moderate

3349 reduction for children under 10
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Under the same Management

WEST COUNTY HOTEL,
CHAPELIZOD

Telephone : 364647

[deally situated on the outskirts of the City (Lucan Road)
Excellent car parking facilities.

Non-Residents catered for.

Brochure on request.

Fully Licensed.
Terms moderate.

334% reduction for children under 10.
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All the five sketches she gives
are both attractive and fetching,
but as I, unfortunately, will never
again have the opportunity of
wearing any of them myself, I
thought it wiser to get the
opinions of present-day players
on the matter, and the younger
players at that.

Now, from the fashion point of
view, they were all in favour of
all or any of the designs, but
from the sheer practical view-
point of playing in any of them,
they had some interesting com-
ments to make.

They all felt, for example, that
while a blouse and skirt style
would look the best from appear-
ance purposes, they had found
from experience one very big
objection.

Camogie is a game that de-
mands more freedom of move-
ment than any game for women
except tennis, and almost all the
girls with whom I discussed the
matter felt it would be impos-
sible to keep the blouse part
really tidy through a closely con-
tested fifty minutes, especially if
there is a great deal of overhead
play.

Indeed they felt that the most
practical designs that Neilli had
for them were the ‘Pinafore’ and
the ‘Culotte dress.’ Oddly enough,
those to whom I spoke were all
against knee length socks. They
say that in other field games for
girls on cold days the results
were disastrous, with blue knees
the most notable colour scheme
of any side.

On the question of the ‘Culotte’
and the ‘Pinafore’, opinion was
divided, but amongst star players



Fashion designer Neilli Mulcahy’s attractive camogie outfits (above) are reproduced by courtesy of “Our Games”,
the G.A.A.s official annual.

I found a body of opinion in
favour of the ‘Pinafore’, which,
after all, may be said to be much
the same as the present tunic.

On the other hand, the Culotte
found favour with many of those
associated with school sides, par-
ticularly as many schools already
wear similar divided-skirt type
uniforms for gymnastics, volley-
ball and other sports. Some
players felt that, in recent years,
since tunics were sensibly
shortened, and especially since
tights became so cheap and prac-
tical, that there is not a great
deal wrong with the present
outfit, as long as each player gets

her tunic made, or makes it her-
self, to her individual require-
ments.

Because, and here is a big snag,
not all players are built like
fashion models, and an outfit
that might look just the thing on
one player might prove abso-
lutely disastrous as worn by her
stouter sister.

And there is one further point
in favour of the Pinafore tunic
style. For my sins, year after
year, I like to watch the ladies
play tennis at Wimbledon. I
notice that all the top world-
stars stick to the dne-piece tunic
style. They must have their
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reasons, and their reasons are
bound to be good ones, for their
livelihood depends on their
success.

Meanwhile, a word of thanks to
Neilli Mulcahy for her taking the
time and trouble to make
camogie players more fashion-
conscious on the playing fields.
Her article, as I feel it was in-
tended to be, must lead to a
great deal of discussion at the
proper level, among the players,
and I am sure we will see results,
probably first of all in the Col-
leges’ competitions, if the winds
of change start to blow at Con-
gress level.
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MAINLY FOR WOMEN

TEA

WINE &

SPIRIT MERCHANTS

HEN vou walked inside, the
place seemed dark after
the brightness outside. Through
the gloom came the gleam of the
red-tinted mahogany counter and
the brassy curves of the big
scales. There was a smell of
bacon mixed up with bulls’ eyes,
and always as you crossed the
threshold a small bell pinged
somewhere to warn someone of
your arrival. A benign lady in a
blue checked overall, or a
pleasant man in a fawn coat took
your penny and counted out your
dozen of sweets. Usually they
threw in one extra for luck—
unless you were temporarily in
disgrace for having chased the
shop cat into a chest of tea, or
knocked down a pyramid of
digging forks on display in the
corner.

You know the sort of shop I'm
talking about if youre over
thirty. It contrasts vividly with
the glass acres of the modern
emporium and you might as well
guard your memories because
memories are all that are left to
us of shops like this. What with

rationalisation, mergers, take-
overs, easier communications and
distribution, and television adver-
tising, the pattern of shops 1s
changing. However, there 1s a
crumb of comfort if you're a sen-
timentalist. Sometimes the
setting changes but the old spirit
stays on. In many towns and vil-
lages you’ll see a thriving general
store. From the outer side of the
street, if you look across to the
wide polished windows, you can
see into every corner of the shop.
The flitches of bacon have
vanished from the rafters. In fact
the rafters have vanished too.
But sometimes the packaged,
boned joints of to-day’s bacon
are tumbled higgledy piggledy In
the deep-freeze cabinet with the
frozen peas; and the digging
forks lean up against a pyramid
of biscuit boxes. This is always a
comforting sight.

And where the old shops have
moved with the times, business
is booming. In the area of Dublin
where I live, the most popular
local shop is run on old-fashioned
lines. From our Mr. D. you buy
everything from a packet of pins
or a pound of rashers to a bottle
of Jameson. By cléver buying, and
co-operation with his trade group,
he keeps prices on general lines

29

. In the following
article Linda Collins
nostalgically recalls
the days of the old
Tea, Wine and Spirit
merchants, where one
could buy anything
from a pennyworth
of bullseyes to a
plough.

down to the same level as the
supermarkets, so you can imagine
how popular the place 1s. We get
all the fun of bargain shopping
here, plus a bit of bonhomie,
pleasant conversation, and
serious advice on what stocks to
lay in for the next Christening
party. Mr. D’s sense of adventure
is strong. Once he favoured us
with casks of Algerian wine—you
brought your bottle along and
filled it in the shop from the tap
on the cask. Cost: four and six-
pence. Two glasses of this and
yvou lay awake all night—but any-
way it was an experience to drink
it. With happier results, Mr. D.
has experimented by stocking
rarer liqueurs and little-known
Cognacs.

He is also a connoisseur of tea.
Single-handed, he has been res-
ponsible for raising the tea-
drinking standards of our popul-
ous neighbourhood far above
what they were. He it was who
first persuaded us to try the
«“two shillings a quarter” stuff :
the haute couture of tea. Now
we're so discerning that we wil-
lingly pay more than this on
occasion. But, of course, when a
“special offer” comes along Mr.
D. ensures that we take advant-
age of it.

“Tea, Wines, Spirits”. The
sign still seen outside many
grocers’ shops. We learned from
Mr. Nigel Beamish who 1s

® TO0 PAGE 30
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Irish Sugar is
creating quite a stir

Comhlucht Siticre Eireann Teo., for 36 years an
important contributor to Ireland’s economic life.
Expanding to-day to meet the nation’s growing
needs, we are proud of our shared success story with
Irish farmers. With more than 25,000 families
now linked to us in a vital, sophisticated industry rooted
in the land, we believe we help provide the
kind of positive lead essential to maintaining the
country’s agricultural progress.

COMHLUCHT SIUICRE EIREANN TEO
IRISH SUGAR COMPANY LTD.

St. Stephen's Green House, Dublin 2.
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Managing Director of Edward
Dillon & Co., the wine merchants,
that we are apparently the only
country in the world where this
particular selling tradition has
grown up. It’s intriguing to
speculate how it happened. Of
course many grocers don’t con-
fine themselves to those three
lines plus general stocks. Mr.
Beamish quoted us several letter-
heads of Irish firms which stated:
“. .. and Son. Suppliers of
Ploughs, Coal, Tea, Wine, Spirits.
Funeral Undertakers”.

At the Dillon premises iIn
Mountjoy Square, Dublin, you
won’t see any ploughs for sale—
but they do sell practically any
alcoholic wine or spirit which
you can call to mind. The setting
is singularly gracious: a superb
Georglan house with the beauti-
ful proportion of the rooms and
the marvellous eighteenth cen-
tury plasterwork still intact.
Besides the essential business
equipment of today, the offices
contain pieces of antique furni-
ture—all of them funectional and
earning their keep—which add
immensely to the general effect.
Necessary privacy for staff has
been obtained by the clever use
of head-high muffled glass par-
titions which do their job un-
obtrusively and don’t impinge in
any way unpleasantly on the pro-
portion of the rooms. The vast
kitchens and storerooms of for-
mer times also work hard for a
living: they house an “entertain-
ment room” and all sorts of
equipment essential to the run-
ning of the business. In fact, 25
Mountjoy Square is a functional
setting for the efficient running
of a business: and yet the house
today looks more like what it was
when first built than ever before.

Dillons probably had quite a
lot to do with importing that glass
of port you took last night to
ward off the Hong Kong ’flu, and




the glass of brandy you keep in
the kitchen press for emer-
gencies. Many famous names are
associated with the firm from
Hennessy’s through Sandeman’s,
Dewar’s, Bushmills, Lanson
Champagne, and the historic
Grand Marnier liqueur, and in-
cluding drink to be taken in a
tiny glass. The Hennessy family
of course are descendants of a
member of the Irish Army who
went to France with Sarsfield as
a member of the Wild Geese
after the Treaty of Limerick, and
they maintain intimate connec-
tions with Ireland to the present
day.

Mr. Beamish was worth listen-
ing to as he “talked shop”. For
instance, you must be aware that
Ireland rates fairly highly in the
drinking stakes—but had you
realised that nowadays the “hard
men’”’ are a shrinking band, and
that there is a much more
sophisticated and sensible ap-
proach to having a jar ? People
are drinking less, but with more
discernment, and the change 1s
welcome.

The credit for this seems to
belong to the ladies. Since they
invaded the pubs there are fewer
“serious sessions” but a greater
variety of interesting jorums on
offer. At last, the pub is becoming
a centre of social enjoyment,
with the drink as an incidental.

Also, people are beginning to
drink wine with their meals at
home and again Mr. Beamish 1s
our authority for saying this 1is
definitely not just a question of
keeping up with the Joneses. We
have discovered that it’s nice to
have a glass of Burgundy with
the bit of sirloin on Sundays, or
a drop of Graves with the
chicken—and to heck with the
Joneses.

Nothing better repays the
outlay of an extra half crown or
five bob than a bottle of wine.
You see, when you buy at the

@® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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the wine we all know !

EDWARD DILLON & COMPANY LTD. 25 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1. Telephone 45954
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cheapest end of the scale the
proportion of money you're pay-
ing for the actual wine itself 1s
small. A lot of it is taxes. But as
you lay out the extra couple of
shillings you get all the advant-
age of that in a better wine. So
the slightly dearer bottle 1is
really a better bargain. Most of
us must budget for this sort of
purchase and Mr. Beamish
advises that in this case we
should “shop around” within our
price bracket till we find a wine
which we really like. Then make
a note not of the name of the
wine but of the shippers’ name,
which will be mentioned on the
label. If you continue to buy from
that shipper’s range you’ll get
first-class drinking at a budget
price. Firms like Edward Dillon
& Co. bring in shipments of wine
iIn the cask and subsequently
bottle them themselves, in Ire-
land.

Maybe you've seen a cartoon of

a man sniffing at a glass of wine
and saying “It’s a silly little
wine without much breeding but

- I think you’ll be amused by its

presumption”. This pokes fun at
the snobbery which says you can’t
enjoy wine unless you've
developed a mysterious ‘palate’.
Nonsense. The way to get a
palate 1s to drink what you
enjoy. And the rule about red
with meat, white with fish—while
a good rule on occasion—was
made to be broken whenever you
feel like it.

Sandeman’s Five Star Port is
still prime favourite with Irish
people and this is what the
majority still think of as ‘“wine”.
Rich and sweet, it is warming
without being too heady and
there’s a bottle on practically
every sideboard in the country.
We are also great sherry-
drinkers. We like it to have a
sweetish taste, but are reassured
when it says “dry”’ on the label.
On the whole, we are now a

the

nation drinking less but with
more discrimination. My only
crib with the trade 1is: why
aren’t there better varieties of
fruit drinks for people who pre-
fer non-alcoholic refreshments ?

® FROM PAGE 15
slow grinding-down of many
clubs under the strains of
poverty and declining population
or declining appeal, drastic action
seems to be needed.

On the other hand, counties
with serious ambitions for the
future, complain they get too
little match-play in the League—
too little opportunity to improve
their sides in the competitiveness
of 1t. Should the junior inter-
county championships go at last?
Should the terrible clutter of
tournaments be thinned merci-
lessly? Is there a place for such
as the Railway Cup, the Grounds
Tournament, etc., games which
invariably give still more games
to those who have most already?

world’s finest

in Winter . .

pick-me-up

Tea i1s nature’s own reviver . .
. puts the heart back into you.
most economical refresher of all

TEA

. cools you in Summer, warms you
It’'s the quickest,

BUY INDIAN TEA and always buy the better blends—they’re

much_cheaper in the end

ISSUED BY THE TEA COUNCIL OF IRELAND LTD.
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THE PRIDE OF TIPPERARY

"ROSCREA"

BACON and HAMS,
Pure Pork SAUSAGES,
Lard, Etc.

FAMOUS FOR FIFTY YEARS

Stocked by all good Grocers.
Sought by all discerning Buyers.

Produced at the

ROSCREA BACON FACTORY

ROSCREA, CO. TIPPERARY

Phone : Roscrea 6.

IMOKILLY

Co-op. Creamery Litd.
MOGEELY, CO. CORK

Telephone : Midleton 67102.

DAIRY PRODUCE SPECIALISTS

Grain Seed Assemblers under licence from
Department of Agriculture

IMPORTERS OF FERTILISERS AND COAL
EXPORTERS OF DAIRY PRODUCE
AND POTATOES

MILLERS, ANIMAL FOOD COMPOUNDERS,
FARM MACHINERY AGENTS, GENERAL
STORES

Book Your Seeds Now. Delivery as Required.

LlMEFﬁ(:K CITY LIBRARY
REFERENCE DEPT.

Your money
joes further

at a five star
Supermariet

*
For value, for variety, for convenience—
shop at your local Five Star Supermarket.
There are Five Star offers every week
—and lots of other special offers as well—
at all Five Star Supermarkets. Call to your
local branch today—and see the great
bargains to be had in all departments!

Shop at your nearest Five Star Branch :
21 Upr. Baggot St., Dublin 4.

68 Fassaugh Ave., Cabra, Dublin 5.
St. Agnes Rd., Crumlin, Dublin 12.
21 Abbey St., Ennis.

22 Tullow Street, Carlow.

121 O’Connell Street, Limerick.

41 Castle Street, Dalkey.

Main Street, Dundrum, Dublin 14.
12 O’Connell Street, Clonmel.

14 O’Connell Street, Sligo.

Eglinton Street, Galway.

Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin.
Central Buildings, Athlone.

Patrick Street, Tullamore.

Oliver Plunket Street, Cork.

Ennis Road, Limerick.
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were in 500 places at once!

Our branches in Cork, Belfast, Dublin and Shannon may be
|f_ the best Known—but the Bank of Ireland Group is represented
| In almost five-hundred places throughout the country (the largest

banking group in Ireland!). And any of our branches brings you
both the usual services and the Group's specialised services.
These include : Finance for Industry, Instalment Credit, Income
. Tax, Executor and Trustee, Foreign Exchange.

BANK OF IRELAND @ NATIONAL BANK OF IRELAND @ HIBERNIAN BANK
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& The victorious Provincial .Bank Gaelic football team, winners of the Banks Gaelic football trophy for 1968.
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mmmum THE GAMES IN THE BANKS s

WHILE Rugby and Golf Com-
petitions dominate the
Bank’s  sporting  programme,
Gaelic is strongly fostered by
the Irish Bank Officials Associa-
tion and last year there was a
great upsurge of interest in both
Hurling and Football. In recent
years no team has so convin-
cingly dominated the Gaelic
scene as the Provincial Bank
sides of 1968. Both Hurling and
Gaelic Football victories were
sweetly savoured by the Provin-
cial Bank and the satisfactory
result was a reflection of the Pro-
vincial Bank players and mentors.
The Hurling Competition
attracted only three Banks. The
Munster and Leinster Bank
Limited eliminated the National
Bank in a pulsating, controver-
sial and fiery semi-final, despite
the individual efforts of
National’s goalkeeper Tom
Monaghan (Cork) and Pat
Murphy (Limerick). At O’Toole
Park, amidst scenes of unrivalled
excitement the Munster and
Leinster failed to topple the
Provincial Bank stalwarts from
their 1967 pedestal. From the

start, the champions set out to
contain the Munster and Lein-
ster stars. This was done with
great effect and the final score
read 7-4 to 5-5. This game high-

lighted the merits of a 13-a-side
contest by i1fs continuity and
fluent striking. The Provincial
Bank were capably led by their
captain and centre-back, Lorcan
Wall (Clanna  Gael), who
prompted his defence to neatly
funnel a smart supply of ball
to the forwards, where Eddie
Keher (Kilkenny), although
closely marked, often ftroubled
the Munster and  Leinster
defence with his characteristic
goalward sorties. The skill of
Eddie combined with the enthu-
siastic display of his colleagues
tipped the scales in favour of
the Provincial Bank and a richly
deserved victory. John O’Con-
nell (Cork) starred at midfield
and Pat Hannifin also impressed
in a gallant Munster and Lein-
ster side. The participation of
other Bank teams would add
further excitement and colour
to this competition.

335

With the Hurling trophy
tucked under their belts Pro-
vincial Bank set out to complete
the second part of the double
by capturing the Football Cup.
Following an easy win over the
Hibernian Bank in the first
round, they qualified to meet
the Munster and Leinster Bank,
who had already eliminated the
Bank of Ireland, in the semi-
final. In this semi-final -classic
there was a wonderful display
of football skills, tactics and
strategy by the Provincial Bank
who imposed their iron will on
the exchanges and toppled the
Munster and Leinster Bank,
reigning champions, on the score
2-8 to 1-5. The Ulster Bank
took the National to task in the
other semi-final. The National,
who have bestrode the football
scene 1n recent years had to

bow to the combined strength
of a triumphant Ulster side.
With Inter-Provincial stars like
Mick Burke (Cork), Jim Duggan
(Galway), Pat Murphy, Tony

® TO PAGE 3%




You'd be
surprised

}. . . . how easy it is to open a savings account with
AIB, and at how much you will accumulate with a little
‘ effort and regular deposits . . . Which after all is the secret
of successful saving.
With an AIB Savings Book you can actually see your
| account growing. (You will in fact be paid 419/ interest on
your savings).
To open an account is a very simple matter ; just
drop into any one of the 420 AIB branches throughout
Ireland ; AIB staff are friendly people who will give you all
the information and encouragement you need.
Don’t forget if you become a friend of AIB now :
they’ll be your friend, when you need them.

Allied Irish Banks

The Munster & Leinster, the Provincial and the Royal Banks
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Fitzgerald (Limerick) and a
host of other inter-county
players the National’s perfor-
mance was disappointing.

The final was played at St.
Vincent’s grounds, Raheny, In
an atmosphere of suspense and
tension. Within seconds of the
start the bid for supremacy was
in full swing. The Provincial
settled down to play realistic
football and their industry was
rewarded with an early lead.
Just before half-time the Ulster
gained control of the game, but
the Provincial backs, marshalled
by their captain and centre-
back, Denis Murphy (Muskerry)
weathered the storm and led at
the interval 2-2 to 1-3. In the
second half the Provincial team
aided by the elements fired over
some memorable scores, and by
the third quarter they had
edged into an unassailable nine
point lead, but the Ulster side
never faltered. In the closing
minutes the Provincial defence
had to withstand endless pres-
sure from their worthy oppo-
nents, but the gallant Provincial
boys held on to win their first
Gaelic Football Trophy on the
score 2-9 to 1-4. The Ulster had
a formidable side which included
Jimmy ‘O’Donnell (Cavan), John
Nallen (Cavan), Brendan Need-
ham and Willie Corr (Louth).
Provincial Bank also had inter-
county stars in John Aherne and
Liam Cagney (Limerick), Paud
Finnegan (Kerry), Brian
O’Reilly (Mayo) and Philip
McLaughlin (Cork).

The standard of both the
Hurling and Football competi-
tions was high in 1968 and con-
tinues to improve each season
and it is hoped that this favour-
able trend will be maintained
and that the recent mergers in
Irish Banking will not have an
adverse effect on these enter-
taining competitions.

Eddie Keher of
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K:‘fkenn helped Provincial Bank 1o another
hurling victory.
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Jack Mahon, author of “Twelve Glor-
ious Years” and “Three In A Row”, always
an advocate of the introduction of All-Ireland
club championships, analyses the pros and
cons in the following article.

By
Jack Mahon

TIHE time it seems is at last

ripe for the introduction of
All-Ireland club championships
at Congress next Easter. For
some years past Munster have
run official provincial c¢lub
championships. Connacht has
1ts official provincial football
championship for even a longer
period, but it has been run
irregularly, some years not at all
and like in Munster is always
a year late. Ulster’s unofficial
title (it used to be organised by
the St. John’s G.A.A. club in
Beltast and, like in Connacht, in
football only) became official
this year, was run off quickly,
but became so involved in dis-
tasteful scenes and unsporting
play in its first year that its
Introduction has left a bad taste,
Leinster have yet to enter the
race, but motions have now
been passed in Leinster counties
to have this set-up changed. So,
as I said, it would seem that the
time is now ripe to inaugurate
these championships at AllL
Ireland level. But is it ?

If these championships are to
be started then we must stream-
line our whole G.AA. schedule
ds never before. We all agree
our inter-county schedule 18

much overloaded. It 1s a strain
on the players from the top

teams and 1n some counties at
least cuts in on club schedules,
sometimes delaying them for
months and causing less club
activity. Some counties have
better regulated club leagues
and championships than others.
County championships in all
counties must be completed by
a certain date if the All-
Ireland club titles are estab-
lished. Similarly with the pro-
vincial titles.

To make room for the club
All-Ireland’s some competitions
must go. Elsewhere I've sug-
gested that practically all inter-
county tournament games and
many other -competitions such as
the McKenna Cup (Ulster),
Gael Linn Cup (Connacht),
O’Byrne Cup and Walsh Cup
(Leinster) aye, even the Railway
Cup should be scrapped. 1
know that some of these com-
petitions have yielded valuable
money for Accident Fund bene-
fits, but we must devise other
means. Is there any need for a
Grounds Tournament or an
Oireachtas Hurling Tournament?

Elsewhere, too, I've suggested
that we stage some competitions
with some “bite” at Croke Park
on our national holiday. The
Railway Cup finals have worn
thin. It seems we don’t produce

.ﬂ
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Christy Rings or Sean Purcells
or Olly Freaneys anymore. But
maybe its not that, for we still
have the Sean O’Neills and the
Jimmy Doyles and yet the Rail-
way Cup tournaments grow
paler. I suggested the staging of
the Universities Championship
finals (the Sigerson and Fitz-
gibbon) for such a day. They
certainly have not come to lack
bite now but now I've a better
ldea. Why not the finals of our
inter-club All-Ireland’s on March
17 every year at Croke Park?
It’s a thought and we could
have the provincial finals all
over by Christmas.

Last summer while in Gor-
manston at the football course
I discussed this question with
Eamonn Young (if you've never
heard him sing “The Scottish
Soldier” then be sure you do,
but make sure the lights are
out, the time is night and the
glass is full or should 1 say
empty!). We had just been
organising the first ever un-
official club All-Ireland in Dun-
more and had successfully
defeated the Munster champions
St. Nick’s (Cork) in a replay at
Tuam, after two hilarious week-
ends In Cork and Dunmore
respectively. I was telling
Young about the wonderful time




the Dunmore lads had in Cork
2t St. Nick’s expense and of the
fine time the Cork lads had In
Dunmore on the occasion of
the replay (it was carnival time
in Dunmore—I suppose they’d
call it fiesta-time in Spain) and
some Cork players spent the
entire August weekend in Dun-
more.

New friends were made —
friends for life. But it was the
clubs themselves who organised
it from the beginning and the fact
that it was unofficial ensured its
success. Were it official, both
teams would have organised
their own end of things
separately, as is done with
official inter-county competitions.
There would have been less
socialising and few friends
would have been made. Eamonn
and myself more or less agreed
on this but on reflection is this
not a fact in our official make-up.

Surely in an official tourna-
ment the onus could still fall
on the home club to do the
socialising and in the event of
the finals being played at Croke
Park as suggested surely the
finalists—all four—could dine
together at a banquet after the
games. (The semi-finals and
indeed all games prior to the final
could be played on a two-game
home and away basis with the
best aggregate score deciding
the outcome.) But perhaps my
suggestions are bogging them-
selves down because they are
too many at once.

Anyone who had the good
fortune to see either leg of the
first unofficial football final be-
tween Dunmore Mac Hale's
(Galway) and St. Joseph’s (Bun-
doran-Ballyshannon) last Yyear
will want to see these champion-
ships become official. Both games
at Bundoran and Tuam were
epics, the second one in Tuam
the best club game I've ever
seen, surpassing even the famous
St. Vincent’'s and Tuam Stars
clashes in the last decade. They

were sporting, open, fast and
clean. Not too much mauling.
Great goals. Wonderful displays

and not all of these {rom
established countymen.
Dunmore received a céad

mile failte in Bundoran from the
St. Joseph’s team and officials
(if not the St. Joseph’s sup-
porters) and the Donegal team
received a great welcome to

.Galway on their return.

I saw these games, in fact

fee] privileged to have come on

as a substitute in the first one.
We must iInaugurate official
club All-Irelands. There will be
difficulties, numerous ones, but
at least we might provide a
county that never won an All-
Ireland with an All-Ireland club
title. Remember Donegal have
never won an Ulster S.F.C. title.
Yet a Donegal club team, and a
superlative club team it was too,
won the first unofficial club All-
Ireland. Makes one think doesn’t
it.

For the time of your life a

Make '69 holiday time — Butlin time.
kinds of dancing, top
shows, sports etc. all free, or you can
take it nice and easy —the choice IS
yours the holiday's Butlin's.

There's all

Butlin's Holiday Camp
Co. Meath.

Mosney
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS :—

1

The Kkind of action which enables
hurling goalkeepers to save those split-
second shots which they can hardly see.

(6)

4. Speedy, easy-moving forwards are
sometimes compared to these animals.
(9)

7. Half-way towards being an “over”. (2)

8. Gaelic Cultural objects of the Associa-
tion give rise to this tournament played
In September and October. (9)

9. No more than half-a “kick”’. (2)

10. A player’s weak point could be called
his Achilles’ . (4)

12. Heavy pressure or serious Injury could
be described by this adjective. (6)

13. A point from one’s own 70 yards line
will have often travelled this number of
yards. (6)

16. Concede a bloodless victory. (1,1)

18. (and 32 across) Sligo-born player on the
Sligo team which won its way to the
All-Ireland junior hurling (Home) final.
(4, 6)

19. One of these is as good as a mile. (4)

20. Man to man combat in struggle for
possession. (4)

21. Middle Eastern country which would
make a suitable epitaph for an athlete.
(4 or 1, 3)

23. River which graces the county of the
All-Treland champions. (6)

26. Names could make the flowing hair on
the necks of horses. (5)

27. Cottrell who often partnered the Taois-
each at midfield for Cork. (3)

28. Keep what you have won—as the Cork
minor footballers did to the All-Ireland
Cup. (6)

31. Finger ornament again appears on Cork
teams. (4)

32. See 18 Across,

DOWN :—

1. The kind of play to cause referees con-
cern. (5)

2. Type of surface sometimes causes
matches to be postponed during the
harsh weather after Christmas, (6)

Fal= 10 do so is human if not excusable. (3)

4.  Martin follows in the footsteps of his
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father, Mick, on Waterford hurling
teams. (6)

9. Is rotten makes the beginning of the
decline when the decay first took hold.
3, 3, 2)

6. The wusual punishment for mis-
behaviour in Gaelic games. (10)

7. Spreading at this point is the sign of
unfit player. (5, 4)

11.  One of the team of officials who control
a game, (8)

14. Irish Christian name which often
means player has birthday around the
Christmas season. (7)

15.  The rear part of the knee. (2)

17. Billie was prominent Kilkenny full-
forward. (6)

19. Month in which most of the champion-
ships begin. (3)

22.  One of the substitute players—in brief.
(3)

24.  Miss Carroll outstanding at Camogie for
Tipperary and Munster. (3)

25. One of the young Down stars, though
his name suggests he might be an old
King. (4)

29. Initials of prominent Mayo midfielder
of the early fifties. (1, 1).

30. To (sic). (2)
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THE

TWO-TIMERS

By
Seamus
0 Braonain

F. man who can master many

arts always touches a soft
spot in our hearts. We admire his
many gifts, his exploitation of his
wide talents, and we envy him a
little because of the ease with
which he takes everything in his
stride. Football and hurling, like
so many other things, seem to
provide fewer all-rounders these
days as the specialist comes into
his own in this age of the
specialist.

You can admire the specialist
wholeheartedly for his expertise,
his sole concentration on one kind
of skill to master it. But, you
cannot love him with the same
warmth as the fellow who takes
everything in his stride as
though nature had intended him
to be perfect at everything.

As I said, not many of these
gifted individuals can be found,
nowadays, but every now and
again one catches the attention.

plays

Last vear, for instance, if the
All-Ireland final had confinued its
first-half trend and Tipperary had
gone on to win, who can say that
Michael Keating would not have
been the Star of the Year.
Earlier he had been well in the
lead after his daring exploits and
the grandeur of his play in the

" League final, and the Munster

final, in particular.

Yet, earlier, Keating had been
a Munster interprovincial at
football, the powerhouse of Tip-
perary’s attack and a man well
able to hold his own 1n and out-
shine any company. The polish of
his football and the fact that he
with style rather than
honest toil, shows him to be a
“natural” at the game, not just a
“made”’ player.

Des Foley must rank as the
finest player of both games over
the last decade. One remembers
his remarkable performances
while still at school, and he fol-
lowed this up by putting the seal
on his quality with two Railway
Cup winning medals on the same
day not long after his schooldays.
Foley, of course, won a football
All-Ireland with Dublin, but des-
pite his wonderfully consistent
and thoughtful play at football,
many of his most thrilling per-
formances were given at hurling.

To go no further back than
Dublin’s championship clash with
Wexford, in a team decimated by
withdrawals and outnumbered by
the eager Wexfordmen, Foley
gave a performance which could
only have been conceived by a
truly unique hurler.

Running everybody close, if
not outdoing them, was Denis
Coughlan, who showed form in
losing Cork teams that few others
could display in victory. At Kill-
arney, against Kerry, Coughlan
gave no inch to the triumphant
Kerrymen; he was one of the
few Corkmen who could say they
had a successful day.
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Then, in the Munster hurling
final, Denis played with such
authority and smoothness, in the
first half particularly, that Tip-
perary’s selectors’ blood pressure
must have climbed to uncomfort-
able heights. A succession of
Tipp. men failed to curb Cough-
lan even In a hopeless second-
half.

It was during this unhappy
summer for Cork that I first
really understood the excitement
of a little clutch of Blackpool
boys at a St. Nick’s game some
years ago. They reacted with pre-
dictable joy at St. Nick’s every
success, but their special atten-
tions were preserved for the slim
centre-fielder then an unknown
as far as I was concerned.

“Look, look, Dinnis Cawalan
have it . .. watch him, watch
him . . . oh, lovely Dinnis, boy”.

This young man was their hero,
all right. And it was his style and
the clever things he did with pos-
session which fascinated them.
Now, that Coughlan is playing
inter-county it is not always so
easy to be constructive, but I will
remember him as one of the most
elegant clubmen in both football
and hurling.

And, who can overlook John
O’Donoghoe of Tipperary, who
has had his greatest year in the
goal for the hurlers, his complete
confidence in his ability to save
any kind of shot lending a stone-
wall soundness to his very ap-
pearance between the posts. But,
at football, too, he has had an
outstanding year with Tipperary
showing great dash and construc-
tive ability at wing or corner for-
ward positions.

And, there was Jack Berry,
banging in goals in Wexford’s
All-Ireland hurling win, and also
ending the football season with
the highest score of 1968 —
3.9 for Wexford against Kil-
kenny in an O’Byrne Cup match
earlier in the year.



0 ANOIS teacht an Earraigh,

beidh an 14 ag dul ag
sineadh.” Sin line filiochta do
scri Antoine O Raferti nios mo
na céad blian 6 shoin. Line fili-
ochta atd ann, atd de glan
mheabhair ag na milte is ag na
milte, fiu amhain ag daoine ata
ar bheagan Gaedhilge. Cuimbh-
nionn siad ar an geéad line, nuair
a bheadh an chuid eile den dan

dearmhata glan aca. Pé ar
domhan € ta an t-Earrach chugh-
ainn aris. Séasur is ea &, a
thathnionn linn go 1léir. T4

driocht éigin ag dul leis. Ar an
gcéad dul sios, cuireann sé i-n-
iul duit go bfuil an Geimhreadh
thart, n6 geall is a bheith thart.
Cloisimid na h-éin ag canadh ar
maidin. Tuigeann siad sitd go
bfuil athart ar an aimsir. Chifea
na h-uain ag léimrigh ins na
bantaibh; go mér mér ma bhionn
an ghrian ag taithineamh i-n-aon
chor. Cuireann teas na gréine
teasbach orra. Agus rud éigin
fos bionn na maidine ag eiri nios
glle agus bionn na trathnéinti
ag eiri nios fuide. Ni h-aon
iona € annsan, go bfeicimid
nios mé daoine 6ga ag imirt
Peile is ag iomaint gach
trathnéna. Bionn siad ag ullamhu
dos na comértaisi éagsila a
bheid ag tosnd aon 14 anois —
c—u,mf:rtaisi 1 ngach grad, beag is
mor.

Beidh an Sreath Naisiunta fé

AG TOSNU ARIS

lan t-sedl i rith na miosa so—peil
is iomaint, Comoértas ana mhaith
é seo. Do bhi géar gadh leis. Go
dti gur cuireadh ar bun é, do
bhiodh an chuid is mé des na
foirne daoimhaoin ar feadh
treimhsi fada gach aon bhlian.
Cho luath is a bheadh na comodr-
taisi Cuigigheacha thart, ni
bhéadh a thuille cluici aca go
dti go dtosndéchaidis aris sa
bhlian nua. Uaireannta bheadh
cluiche cairdiuil idir chonndaethe
airithe ach taobh amuigh de sin,
ni bheadh faic ar sitabhal. Rud
eile, t4 airgead i gceist. Td’s agam
nach é sin an phriomh-chuspoir
ach ta géar-gadh le h-airgead i
lathair na h-uaire chun na cluichi
a choimead ar siubhal in-aon
chor. Seadh, a scéal féin, scéal
gach aoinne, agus sgéal Mhaire
an t-airgead, mar adeireann an
sean-fhochal. Do ceapadh scéim
nua cupla blian 6 shoin, scéim a
dheanann an teacht isteach 0s
na cluichi sa Sreath Néisitnta a
roinnt go cothrom. T4 conndaethe
airithe ann agus teastuigheann
cabhair uatha. T4 mile constac g
cur isteach orra, idir imirce,
agus an lion-daoine ag tuitim is
constacai eile dem t-saghas san.
Is annamh riamh a bhuadhann
siad cluiche. Buadhtar orra sar a
théann siad amach ar an bpaire
i-n-aon chor, agus ni orra féin
ata an locht na ar a lucht
stiirithe ach ch6é beag. Ar an
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LIAM O TUAMA A SCRI

dtaobh eile ta conndaethe eile
ann, agus ta siad deimhin de 6
thosach go raghaidh siad cuid
mhaith den bhothar.

TA TRADISION ACA

Maidir le h-ioméaniocht d’fhéafa
a bheith cinnte abfad roim-ré go
raghadh conndaethe mar Thiob-
rad Arann, Loch gCarman agus
Cill Choinnigh tamall fada, agus
go mbainfeadh ceann éigin aca
ar a laighead, an leath-chraobh,
agus ta gach seans ann ni
h-amhain go mbeidh ceann aca sa
chraobh-chluiche ach go mbuad-
fid amach é. I lathair na h-uaire
ta an ldmh uachtar san iomaint
ag cuig no ag sé conndaethe. Sin
uile agus is moér an chailliint é
agus 1s mor an truagh €, mar is é
an iomaniocht ar bpriomh-
chaitheamh aimsire, an cluiche
abhi ar aigine ag Micheil O
Cios0lg nuair a bhunaigh sé
Cumann Luth Chleas Gaodhal an
chéad 14 riamh. T4 peil abfad
Eireann nios laidire sa tir, na
mar ata an iomaniocht. D’fhéad-
fadh aon nidh a thitim amach
maidir le peil. Conndae ana-
bheag is ea Conndae Longphort
culr 1 geas, ach mar sin féin
bhaineadar amach an chraobh-
chluiche sa Sreath NaisiGnta,
blian n6 doé 6 shoin. B’féidir go
dtarléchaidh rud éigin mar sin
aris i mbliana. Is maith an
scealaidhe an aimsear adeeitear.



cLar Laisean, 1969

MINOR AND JUNIOR HURLING

(1) Cill Dara v. Cill Mhantain—Aughrim, 27/4/69
(2) Lubhai v. An Mhi—Trim, 27/4/69.
(3) Ceatharlach v. (1).
(4) Tar Mhi v. (2).
(5) (3) v. (4).
MINOR AND SENIOR HURLING
(1) Laois v. Iar Mhi. (Senior only)—11/5/69.

(2)

Ua bFaili v. (1)—25/5/69.

N.B.—Ath Cliath and Laois to change places
in M.H. Draw.

Leath-craobhacha—(Minor and Senior)

(3)
(4)

(5)

Cill Chainnigh v. Ath Cliath—22/6/69.
Loch Garman v. (2). (Senior) and v. (2)—
Minor—15/6/69.

(3) v. (4). Finals on 13/7/69, Pairc an
Chrocaigh.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
()

(6)
(7)
(8)

INTERMEDIATE HURLING

Cill Dara v. An Mhi—Trim
Cill Mhantain v. Ath Cliath—
Ceatharlach v. Laois—

Loch Garman v. (3)—

Cill Chainnigh v. Ua bFaili—Birr
All First Rounds on 20/4/69.

(2) v. (4).
(1) % {5
(6) v. (7). An Craobh.

(1)
(2)
(3)

UNDER 21 (Hurling Championships)

Laois v. Loch Garman— Ros
Mhic Treoin—

Cill Chainnigh v. Ua bFaili—
Cill Chainnigh—

Iar Mhi v. Ath Cliath—M. Cearr.
Round 1 on 27/4/69.

Draw for Semi-final Bye.

SENIOR AND MINOR FOOTBALL

(1) Lubhai v. Iar Mhi—4/5/69.
(2) Ceatharlach v. Cill Mhantain—
(3) Loch Garman v. (2)—
Draw for Quarter Finals resulted thus :
(1) Ath Cliath v. Laois—4/5/69.
(2) An Mhi v. Cill Dara—18/5/69.
(3) Longphort v. Loch Garman no6 Cill Mhan-
tain noé Ceatharlach—25/5/69 or 1/6/69.
(4) Ua bFaili v. Lubhai n6 Iar Mhi—8/6/69.
Semi-finals :
(5) (1) v. (2).
(6) (3) v. (4). 15th, 22nd or 29th June, 1969.

Final :
(7) (5) v. (6) on 20/7/69—Pairc an Chrocaigh.

JUNIOR FOOTBALL

(1) An Mhi v. Lubhai—An Uaimh

(2) Ath Cliath v. (1)—

(3) Iar Mhi v. Longphort—Mullingar

(4) Ua bFaili v. (3)—

(5) Cill Mhantain v. Ceatharlach—Carlow.
(6) Loch Garman v. (9).

(7) Cill Chainnigh v. Cill Dara—Kilkenny.

Round 1 on 30/3/69.
(8) Laois v. (7). Round 2 on 13/4/69.

SEMI-FINALS

(9) (2) v. (4).
(10) (6) v. (8).
(11) (9) v. (10). (FINAL)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

——_——____________——*_-_—_

UNDER 21 HURLING
(Ard Comhairle Special Competition)

Ceatharlach v. Cill Mhantain.
An Mhi v. Lubhai
Cill Dara v. (1) no (2).

An Craobh.

UNDER 21 FOOTBALL

(1) Cill Dara v. Lubhai—Kildare venue.

(2) An Mhi v. Ath Cliath—Dublin venue.
(3) Laois v. Longphort—Portlaoise.

(4) Ua bFaili v. lar Mhi—Mullingar.

(5) Ceatharlach v. Cill Mhantain—Aughrim.

First Round games on 6/4/69.

(6) Loch Garman v. (8)—
(7) (1) v. (2).

(8) (3) v. (4).

(9) (6) v. (7 n6 8).

(10) (9) v. ? (Final.)




CHRISTY O’BRIEN

of Laois

AOIS hurling has long since
been in the doldrums —
their only All-Ireland success
was recorded away in 1915 while
their most recent appearance at
the last hurdle was in 1949 when
Tipperary proved their masters.
But one man thinks that the
O’Moore county hurlers are not
quite as bad as their gloomy
record suggests. And that man
should certainly speak with
authority because for the past
twenty years he has figured with
distinction on the county team.

In fact, he has been tagged as
one of the greatest hurlers who
never won an All-Ireland medal.
The player in question is none
other than Christy O’Brien from
Borris-in-Ossory. O’Brien  was
first picked for the county minors
in 1949 and remained on the
selection for the next two years.
He was selected for the Laois
junior hurling team in 1951 and
later that year donned the Blue
and White jersey with the senior
fifteen in a National League
against Wexford at Gorey, and
he has commanded a regular
place ever since.

But after 17 years dedicated
service his only trophies are two
National Hurling League (Div.

II) medals. But he has an unique
record with Leinster in the Rail-
way Cup competition. He played
In every position except goal-
keeper for his province and won
four Railway Cup medals. His
array of trophies also include
four Senior, one Junior and one
Intermediate Laois hurling cham-
pionship medals won with his
parish eclub in Borris-in-Ossory
and he treasures these most of
all. Christy travelled to New
York in 1966 for the Cardinal
Cushing Games and is loud in his
praise for the reception ac-
corded to him and his com-
panions in America.

Christy O’Brien lives with wife
and three children on a farm near
Borris-in-Ossory where recently
I interrupted the daily chores to
have the following informal chat
with the hard working and quiet
spoken hurling genius :—

Murphy: During your Iong
inter-county career who was the
best player you encountered ?

O’Brien : Without a doubt Tony
Wall of Tipperary. He had great
anticipation and his first time
tactics were a treat to wateh.

Murphy : What match stands
out in your memory ?

O’Brien : Well as yvou know I

talking to
Sean
Murphy

had a lean period on the inter-
county scene as regards trophies
but I will always remember the
year 1956. That year Borris-in-
Ossory won their first Laois S.H.
championship when they beat
Cullohill. T was marking Father
Lar Dunphy that day. Earlier in
the year I won my first Railway
Cup medal with Leinster.

Murphy : What is your opinion
of present-day Laois hurling ?

O’Brien : The standard of club
hurling is extremely high but the
same cannot be said of the county
senior team.

Murphy: To what do you
atribute the decline at inter-
county level ?

O’Brien : It is hard to say but
I believe we had teams as good
as any county but the players
always had a defeatist attitude
and completely lacked spirit.

Murphy : Have you any ideas
to improve hurling ?

O’Brien : At senior level any-
how I would like to see the
selectors attending every county
championship game, thereby see-
ing all prospective players in
action. I would like to see young
players getting a fair trial before
being discarded. A new group
for average standard counties

BECKERS TEA

the best drink
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<hould be started in the National
League as I feel Laois are out of
depth at the moment and will
never achieve anything while

they are being inflicted heavy
defeats.
Murphy : Do you think Laois

can reach the top again in hurl-
ing ?

O’Brien : Very definitely. As 1
have said the club standard com-
pares favourably with any county.
If only we could imbue the same
diehard spirit to our county team.
When we do the other counties
beware !

Murphy: Will you line-out
again with Laois this year ?

O'Brien : No. I have reached
the end of the road in my inter-
county career but D.V. I will
continue to assist my club on the
local scene for many years to
come.

Murphy: Had you any dis-
appointments during your career?

O’Brien : Not many really. I
enjoyed playing all the time des-
pite our many setbacks. I think
the real joy is in taking part, but
of late the emphasis on winning
is too great.

Murphy : Are there any rules
you would like to see changed ?

O’Brien : After 20 years play-
ing I am still quite satisfied with
the rules, but I would like to see
players and officials studying the
rules in greater detalil.

Murphy : What are your views
on the Ban ?

O’'Brien : Strange to relate 1
would like the rule 27 retained.
I am not biased against soccer,
rughby or hockey, but I think all
four sports would suffer if the
ban was lifted as prominent
players would be In a quandry
when a clash of fixtures would
occur, as to which code they
would line-out in. Anyhow Rule
27 helps to make the G.AA. a

 distinctive Irish body.

Murphy : What do you think of
the standard of refereeing ?

O’Brien: Referees on the
whole are doing a wonderful job,
but too much unfair criticism is
being levelled at them by sup-
porters, players and club officials.
1 would like to see more uni-
formity in the interpretation of
some of the rules.

Murphy : Have you any hopes
or wishes for the future?

O’Brien : 1 would like to see
the social side of the G.A.A. Im-
proved and proper dressing room
facilities being made available
for all games at both club and
inter-county level, I would dearly
wish to see Laois win an All-
Ireland Senior title; if not the
hurlers, well then the footballers.
Finally I hope to remain an
active committee member of
Borris-in-Ossory club for many
years, and so repay In some
small way for the many years of
enjoyment which I have derived
from being a playing member of
the G.A.A.

]

Telephone : Dublin 775627/8.
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UR Top Ten ratings will take
a new and, we believe, more
scrupulously accurate form this
year. Ten players will still be
listed for each month, but points
will not necessarily be awarded
on a regular, diminishing scale
from ten (for top place) to one
(for bottom) as heretofore. In
future, ten points—the top mark
—will be awarded only for ex-
ceptional displays. As can be seen
below, two or more players may
be awarded the same number of
points. In fact, the whole ten
could be rated on the same mark.
Current ratings are for games
played in January.

HURLING

(8) W. Chawke ...... (Limerick)
(V) J. O’Donoghue (Tipperary)

(7) E. Cregan ...... (Limerick)
(6) L. Gaynor ...... (Tipperary)
(6) J. Flaherty ............ (Offaly)
(6) J. Allis ............ (Limerick)
(5) D. Bernie ......... (Wexford)
(5) N. Seymour ... (Tipperary)
(4) P. Lyneh .....ou. (Wexford)
(4) J. O’Donnell ... (Limerick)
FOOTBALL
(8) M. Cole ............... (Down)
(8) P. Bradley ...... (Westmeath)
(8) P. Cullen ............ (Dublin)
(7) V. Kirwan ...... (Waterford)
(7) R. Carolan ............ (Cavan)
(7) J. Quinn ............... (Meath)
(7) C. McCarthy ... (Monaghan)
(6) P. Buckley ... (Westmeath)
(6) S. O’'Neill ............ (Down)
(5) S. Donnelly ...... (Longford)




Handball

CALLING JIMMY GREY!

ESPITE the lack of adequate
playing facilities, the Dublin
Minor Handball Board continues
to make excellent progress and
now at the half-way stage of the
season the time is opportune to
take a look at the fortunes of
some of the participants.

Perhaps, the most notable
feature thus far in the League
competitions has been the even
distribution of the titles at stake.

Scoil Ui ‘Chonaill, Terenure
College, Colaiste Mhuire and
Artane all landed trophies,
which is an indication in itself
of the comparatively even stand-
ard of handball at Juvenile level
in Dublin.

The success of Artane was par-
ticularly popular, by reason of
the fact that this will be their
last appearance in their present
form in a handball final.

Victory for Artane was a vin-
dication of Rev. Bro. Barrett's
assertion after the summer vaca-
tion when he told me that all
athletes going out to represent
the school this season would be
determined to make Artane’s

By ALLEYMAN

swan-song a glorious one. Un-
doubtedly, the handballers have
very definitely shown the way.
Significantly, the victories of
the other three, can be attributed
to the dedication of their respec-
tive coaches. Rev. Bro. Stephen
and Rev. Fr. Heaslip again did a
wonderful job in coaching the
winning Terenure College teams.
They have welded the present
champion under 12 outfit, which,
incidentally made its mark at
under 10 level a couple of seasons
ago into a team of specialised
ball-players all of whom appear
destined to make their mark at
higher levels in the years ahead.
Proof of the strong position of
handball in Terenure comes from
the fact that teams also played
in the under 10 and 16 finals.
Indeed, Terenure College must
be congratulated for the contribu-
tion it has made to handball in
Dublin since the invitation of the
Minor Board some four years ago.
It must be most gratifying for
officials of the game in Dublin
that Colaister Mhuire has estab-
lished itself as a force. Their

latest victory in the second
division of the under 12 grade
1S a sure indication that last
year’s under 10 championship win
was no flash in the pan.

Rev. Brothers Wade and
Murphy, who were joined this
season by Brother B. C. Murphy,
the reigning President of the
Irish Handball Council must be
given the credit for the present
handball boom in the Parnell
Square College. It 1is really
superfluous to say, that, the last
of the four week-end winners—
Scoil Ui Chonaill are the King
Pins of the under-age game in
Dublin.

They were represented in no
fewer than five finals—a fact that
speaks for itself. Handball is
deep-rooted in Scoil Ui Chonaill,
going back to the days when it
was catered for by Rev., Bro.
O’Connor, then, by Rev. Bro. B.
C. Murphy and, now, by Rev. Bro.
Clavin.

The latter has unearthed some
really worthwhile talent, much
of which will definitely make the
big-time. It is quite obvious, that
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this vibrant Minor Board In
Dublin under the direction of
Chairman Rev. Bro. B. C.
Murphy and Secretary Philip
Duignan is doing a wonderful
job of work.

Further expansion is definitely
hampered by the lack of playing
facilities, this being a mill-stone
that has plagued the game 1in
Dublin for years. Handballers
invariably look to the parent
body—the County G.A.A. Board
but thus far no assistance has
been forthcoming.

Former Chairman Tom Loftus
did give a sympathetic ear to the
handball position in the county

READER'S FORUM

BOOST FOR
FOOTBALL

A chara,—1 was delighted to
hear that the Central Council
decided to arrange full inter-
national competition with Aus-
tralia. And at the same time, I
was angered by their refusal to
let Kerry make a tour “Down
Under” in March.

Now, I know that it is Down
who should be going—as All-
Ireland champions. But didn’t
they say that they couldn’t raise
the money, like Meath did last
yvear ? That should have been
the end of their interest in the
trip. Instead, they “shot down”
Kerry at the Central Council
meeting, as much as to say—"if
we can’t have it you won’t have
it

Isn’t that what they call a dog-
in-the-manger attitude ?

However, let us hope that
something really worthwhile will
come out of the decision to take
part in full internationals with
Australia. This competition must
be developed at all costs; football
badly needs the boost.

GERRY MOORE
(Galway.

and, in fact, made deliberate
efforts to have a court erected
by his Board. Unfortunately, for
handball, it fell through, mainly
through lack of support by his
colleagues on the Board.

It is significant, however, from
a handballer’s view-point, that
the new Chairman—Jimmy Grey
comes from the only eclub in

- Dublin, Na Fianna—that caters

for football, hurling and—hand-
ball.

Perhaps he will be instru-
mental in giving the handballers,
especially the younger ones—the
break they need. They deserve it.

SEAN O’NEILL

A chara,—I was delighted to

see that Down’s Sean O’Neill
came out of your popular Top

Ten rankings as the star foof-
baller of 1968. Of course, it was
a foregone conclusion. Sean is
the greatest; we will never see
another full-forward like him.

NEAL McCANN (13 years)
Belfast.

13-A-SIDE

A chara, — I would like to
thank Eamonn Young for his ex-
cellent article about 13-a-side
football in your last i1ssue. He
certainly ‘“sold” the idea to me.
Please keep pressing the G.A.A.
to give it a decent trial. And
what about getting someone
(maybe Eamonn Young also) to
tell us how the system would
work in hurling ?

“THE IRON MAN”
Waterford. '
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Another
winner from
the lily-white
county

HE new paper your wife has
just picked out for the living
room probably comes from the
range made by Wallpapers Ltd.
of Kildare. Before you start on
the chore of hanging it, it may
console you to know that a lot of
other husbands are going to face
exactly the same job this Spring,
and that they’ll be using paper
which though it may differ In
every way from the particular
design your wife liked and
bought, probably originated 1In
that Kildare factory. Spanish
husbands, French husbands—
even a few Russian husbands—
have been hanging Kildare Wall-
papers lately and if Mr. Weir of
Wallpapers Ltd. gets his wish, the
husbands of the world will some-
day be joining you at the
pastepot-and-ladder game. He
has his eve on the export market
and the globe is his oyster.
Meanwhile “back at the ranch”,
the choice available to us in
Ireland from the Kildare range
is quite fantastic and the value-
for-money aspect 1s worth con-
sidering too. These Irish papers
can compete on any level with
any imports, roll for roll. What-
ever your tastes (or more likely,
whatever the Little Woman’s
taste) you’ll find something to
appeal to you when you flick
through a sample book. If you
want to follow the latest fashion,
pick one of the new “psych-
edelic” designs — brightly col-
oured lively patterns which seem
to have bubbled up from the
designer’s subconscious mind.
These are really new, and Wall-
papers Ltd. feel they will be most
popular with the young marrieds.




WHO ARE OUR ENEMIES?
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didn’t recognise me at all,
though one couldn’t blame him
so much. That same division
becomes apparent when G.A.A.
men and followers of other
games meet In business or
socially. The fact that it is we
who created the division is no
help to the G.A.A. image.

The late Padraig O Caoimh
spoke many a time about the
necessity of appointing a P.R.O.
and one of the arguments
against 1t was that every mem-
ber is a P.R.O., and certainly so
every official. The statement
isn’'t quite correct, for the per-
sonal attributes of a good chair-
man or secretary are not
necessarily those of a good
P.R.O. I feel we have to tackle
the job more precisely and
appoint men, perhaps on a

county basis, who will keep the
finger on the pulse of social
and commercial life both urban
and rural with a view to keep-
ing the community in general
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favourably disposed to the

G.AA.

Needless to say,
many material benefits

there are
to Dbe

-gained from such good will and

the awarding of suitable posi-
tions to reliable members of the
Assoclatlon means that in time
the G.A.A. will play a bigger
part in the life of the country
apart completely from the world
of sport.

We have at last become
socially conscious in the Associa-
tion and when the foreign
dances rule has gone we will
have club-houses that are real
soclal centres. The effect will be
a desirable mellowness among
players and officials of both
sexes, which will lead to greater
internal harmony, and, as hap-
piness, like discord, has a chain
reaction more people outside the
Assocliation will then become
our friends.

There has come already, and
it will continue, a watering
down of the thinking which

h

to-day gives us in its extreme
form the curse of such things as
Paisleyism. This does not mean
that the flag of nationality will

come down and, In fact, a
greater understanding of the
other fellow’s opinion only

makes a better man and, con-
sequently, a better nation.

Nationality, which gives us
roots, 1s always worth encourage-
ment; extreme nationality 1s a
tearing up of those roots and
putting them in a glass case
for us to admire. Unfortunately,
the roots 1n the glass case don’t
live. 1 think the general body
of the Association would hope
that our officials would continue
to be polite and courteous in the
social sphere but would not
undo the good by public invec-
tive at conventions.

We all like people to be fond
of us and the flower of life
grows and blossoms in the
warmth of love. Associations
which are only groups of people
react in the same way to good-
will and I hope that the year
ahead will bring an increase in
public affection for the Associa-
tion that has justly earned our
loyalty.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION
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All supporters agree

that their best supporter IS
The Hire-Purchase Company of Ireland Lto.

IRISH FINANCED IRISH OWNED IRISH STAFFED

DUBLIN : 36/37 Lower Baggot Street.
Phones 64611 & 64621/5

CORK : 2 South Mall. Phone 25371/2
GALWAY: 5 Eyre Square. Phone 2048/9

LIMERICK : 92 O’Connell Street.
Phones 46211/2 & 46523

WATERFORD: 1 George's St. Phone
5439

LONGFORD : 34 Main Street. Phones
6553 & 6567

CARLOW : 135 Tullow St. Phone 41243

information can also be obtained from any branch of the Munster & Leinster Bank
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