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SPORTS LINE

A Chara — On Friday
night November 14, I lis-
tened to “Sports Line” on
R.T.E. The programme be-
gan with an interview with
a Leeds United soccer
player. Then followed an
emotional piece from Phil
Green on Leeds supporters

ULSTER COUNCIL UNDER FIRE

and Johnny Giles. Next we
had judo. Apart from an
interview with Peter Mec-
Dermott on refereeing,
there was no mention of
the string of G.A A. games
that were on the following
Sunday. There were 13
National Football League
games for decision and

four Hurling League games.
Could it be that Sports
Line did not know they
were on?

HARRY GORMLEY,
Derryadd,
Lurgan,
Co. Armagh.

Sir — The recent report

Play the Game of Your Life
Pallottine Fathers

with the

THEY SERVE CHRIST

the Apostolate.

in Foreign Missions; Parochial Work and also in other varied fields of

IN Tanzania, Argentina, England, U.S.A. and Ireland.

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

SENIOR SEMINARY for young men with Matriculation or G.C.E.
JUNIOR SEMINARY for Post Primary education.
LATE VOCATIONS Special Course for young men aged 17 to 30 years.

For further information, please write for free Coloured Brochure to :

REV. FR. JOHN MANNION, or

Pallottine Father,
St. Petroe, Stillorgan,
Co. Dublin.

REV. FR. HORNER,

Pallottine College,

Thurles,

Co. Tipperary.

of the Ulster Council ap-
proving of G.A.A. members
joining the new police
force in the Six Counties
must come as a shock to
people like myself who
have always regarded the
G.A.A. as a bastion of the
national heritage.

How can a G.A.A. mem-
ber join what will ob-
viously be a Unionist con-
trolled force, whose job
will be the maintaining of
the Six County state?

In my view the Ulster
Council has disqualified it-

A special Ulster Conven-
tion should be called im-
mediately to elect a new
Council.

S5 O GALLCHOBHAIR
68 Rathgar Ave.,

Dublin, 6.

LAUGHING STOCK

A Chara — As a long-
serving member of the As-
sociation, I wish to protest
at the gesture of sell-out
recently made by the Uls-
ter Council. Like a collec-
tion of political dupes, the

rushed in and endorsed the
new force, even before they
knew its make-up.

The Ulster Council is
now a laughing-stock. No
sooner had they made
their famous pronounce-
ment than even Nationalist
Stormont politicians were
decrying the new force.

The present members of
the Ulster Council should
resign forthwith. They have
disgraced the G.A.A.

EIREANNACH 0OG,
Dun Dealgan,
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HE indications are that
_ the proposed Credit
Scheme will get off the
ground. The number of
clubs who have indicated
participation has been very
satisfactory and the next
meeting of the Central
Council is likely to approve
of the Scheme and set it in
motion.

Office Block

All is not lost with the
proposed office block at
Croke Park. It seems that
there is still every chance
that it will be gone ahead
with.

Resignations

The announcement that
Fr. Phil McGee is to re-
sign from the Central
Council came as a major
shock. However, it could
be that there will be more
such resignations. Morale
within the Council is at
probably its lowest ever
level.

HOTEL SACRE-COEUR

SALTHILL, GALWAY
SOCIALS, WEDDINGS and OTHER FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR

Centrally Heated throughout

Fully Licensed

MUSICAL EVENINGS EACH NIGHT DURING THE SUMMER SEASON

Telephones :

2807 and 4818
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ON YOUR WAY TO OR FROM THE MATCH
Be sure to STOP at

The Central Hotel

MALLOW

COMFORTABLE BARS and PERSONAL
ATTENTION

Tel.:

Mallow 21527

Well done Warwickshire on winning the All-Ireland

Junior Hurling Championship

COYLE & MATHEWS

BUILDING and CIVIL ENGINEERING
CONTRACTORS

19, OAKFIELD ROAD,

BIRMINGHAM 24

Telephone :

WE SUPPLY LABOUR

ALL GROUND WORK TO D.P.C.

ERDINGTON,

427-5754
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Exiles Made Their Presence Felt

ERHAPS it is because
we are an island
country, but it is an unfor-
tunate fact of G.A.A, life
that too few people in the
Association in Ireland ever
acquaint themselves with
the wonderful work being
done throughout Britain by
the wvarious units of the
G.A.A. there.

During the past year I
had occasion on behalf of
GAELIC NEWS to vwvisit
some of these centres and
like any other visitor I was
very much impressed by
the administrative effi-
ciency and the general de-
sire to expand the activi-
ties of the Association
which they so admirably
represent, Indeed, the
outstanding memory must
be of the organisational
efficiency of the wvarious
boards, which is wvastly
superior to the general
standard at the same level
here at home..
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An ldeal
Christmas Present
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body in comfort. Handsome
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construction.
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FREE Advice for Clubs,
Colleges, Schools, etc.

WEIDER

SPORTS EQUIPHMENT, IRELAND!
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Setting the pace

in Britain

The conduct of the af-
fairs at County Board
meetings is carried out in
a manner of friendship but
positiveness. There is very
little acrimony  despite
lively arguments and deci-
sions are reached without
evasion or fear.

On the playing fields
too, despite the often dis-
torted reports which filter
back to this country, there
is a spirit of sportsmanship
that is genuine and obvious,
while the standard of play
is in keeping with what we
would expect from men

games to make the sacri-
fices necessary to play the
games in Britain,

A most progressive as-
pect of G.A.A. develop-
ment in Britain is the at-
tention being devoted to
the under age competi-
tions. In this regard many
of the Boards are anxious
to have an exchange
scheme set up for games
between Ireland and Brit-
ain.

On the whole, there is
much to be admired and
indeed envied in the affairs
of our Association in Brit-
Sad it is that more

with enough pride in our ain,
| " TR - 4
F

o — - - —— g

members do not take a trip
over there to meet a
friendly G.A.A. community
with a pride in their work
and confidence in their
own future.

It would seem that much
fine administrative talent
has left our shores but it is
consoling to know that it
is still being utilised for
the good of the Associa-
tion.

On the playing fields,
1969 has been a good year
for Britain, with London
winning the junior football
title and Warwickshire the
junior hurling All-Ireland.
The return of London's
hurlers to the All-Ireland
series was another historic
event and their future pro-
gress will be watched with
interest. — J.L.R.

-—— -, momc

NEW YORK

ND hurling achievement at home could compare with

the victory of New York over All-Ireland champions
Kilkenny in the two-game World Cup series in Gaelic
Park in September of this year.

It had been more or less accepted that the New York
hurlers had expired as a serious hurling power. Lack of
new talent because of Immigration Restrictions seemed
to have led to stagnation and when New York visited
Ireland in 1968 their performances did little to dispel the
idea that they were a spent force,

But a new approach to training preparations under
Mick Morrissey this year revived the morale of the
exiles and when Kilkenny lined out against them in
Gaelic Park the All-Ireland champions never knew what
hit them.

Below, the New York hurlers are pictured parading
before the first of these games, led by captain Mickey
Reynolds from Athleague, Co. Roscommon, who is a
member of the Clare hurling club in New York.

CONCRETE DRAINAGE PIPES

H. AYLIN

CONCRETE WORKS
Dublin Rd., Portlaoise

CONCRETE LAND DRAINAGE
PIPES

Also 4567097 127 18"
24" 0.G. Pipes

All Pipes Guaranteed
Telephone 21176

SPREAD

BASIC SLAG

Basic Slag Puts The
Fertility Back Into Your
Soil

Party Travel or Private hire...

there’s more to enjoy when you go CIE.

............

More comfort, more convenience, more
places to see — more easily. CIE are
experts on group travel organisation, take
care of every detail at Jowest cost. They’ll
take you where you please—or suggest any
amount of bright i1deas in tour trips. You
can hire a CIE coach—or travel by train
at special rates for 8 or more people.

Everything goes more smoothly when you talk it over first with
the top people in the tour business.

For full details contact: Tours Manager, CIE, 59 Upper
&)’ Connell St., Dublin 1, or Area Sales Managers, Cork, Limerick,
Waterford, Galway.

%
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Get the party going with
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GALVINS

HIGH STREET - TULLAMORE

For Fashion and Quality in Ladies’ Fashion Salon

For all Auctioneering enquiries of Farms, Business
Properties, Offices, etc. — contact

J. P. GALVIN, M.LA.A.

Auctioneer and Valuer, House and Estate Agent.

DOYLES
SUPERMARKET

BEST VALUE IN TOWN
GROCERIES, PROVISIONS, BACON.
FRESH and FROZEN FOODS
Personal Supervision

Tel. 21268

Prop.: J. Doyle Phone 21382

Michael Galvin & Sons

LIMITED
TULLAMORE

SAND and GRAVEL CONTRACTORS

CONCRETE BLOCKS and READYMIX CONCRETE
Telephone 21485

J.A. LUMLEY & SON

TULLAMORE
Telephone 21402

WHOLESALE CASH & CARRY
Serving the Grocery Trade of the Midlands

Melville & Co.

GENERAL DRAPER
TULLAMORE

Telephone 21106
Ladies’, Gents’, Children’s Complete Outfitters and
Boot Specialists

Local Stockists of Ladybird and Chilprufe Underwear,
Alpine Knitwear and Playtex Girdles and Bras

Branches : DUBLIN, DROGHEDA and LONGFORD

James Morris & Sons

LTD.

GENERAL DRAPERS, OUTFITTERS

Boot and Shoe Warehousemen, Furniture,
Beds and Bedding.

AUCTIOMEERS and VALUERS
Authorised Dealers for Calor Gas

“IT PAYS TO SERVE YOU WELL"™

CARTER’S CAFE
and LOUNGE

KILBRIDE STREET, TULLAMORE

For best Drinks in luxurious surroundings during the
Festival

BIG NAMES IN ENTERTAINMENT EVERY WEEKEND

No Cover Charge

Watch out for Wolfe Tones

Phone 21142
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HEN Offaly started off

their 1969 football
campaign with Paddy Mec-
Cormack playing in the
full-forward line there were
many who saw this as
proof that the county was
scraping the bottom of the
barrel. However, on March
30, when a strongly fan-
cied Kildare team could
only draw with their
neighbours in the final of
Division 4 of the League,
we got the first hint that
Offaly might be about to
make an impact again on
the intercounty scene, after

Offaly may not have won the All-Ireland football title but, at least, Eugene Mulligan
(left), Mick O'Rourke and Willie Bryan did manage to get their hands on the Sam
Maguire Cup.

having steadily slipped out
of the big time since 1962.

As the year progressed,
Offaly’'s dominance became
more and more pronoun-
ced. Soon McCormack was
moved back to the full-
back line, where he joined
up once again with Greg
Hughes and Johnny Egan
to restore the great last
line of defence which had
held every forward line at
bay during the early 'six-
ties.

Again, there were many
who doubted the ability of
this trio to do as efficiently

in 1969 what they had been
doing away back in 1961.
But as the weeks went by,
the sceptics were silenced
as Offaly crashed their way
through to the League
final.

But while Offaly have
always been renowned for
their cast iron defensive
set-ups, they have often
been let down by inept
displays from their attack.
In 1969, however, it look-
ed as if things were look-
ing up for the forwards.
Against Donegal in the
League semi-final, they

OFFALY—COUNTY

Fr. Scully worked wonders

scored 2-13; against West-
meath in the championship
it was 3-14; against Wex-
ford 3-9 and in the final
against Kildare 3-7.

Nine goals and thirty
points in three champion-
ship games was a remark-
able achievement by any
standards and was a direct
result of the good perfor-
mance of Fr. Tom Scully,
since his appointment as
coach to the side earlier in
the year. Fr. Scully had
‘learned his trade’ with
Belcamp College, Raheny,
where he has looked after
the college’s teams for
several years, bringing the
senior team to two All-
Ireland finals in the pro-
cess. The Offaly forward
line moved with a preci-
sion and unity previously
unknown to the county,
where for so long the
majority of the scores had
come from the boots of
Tony McTague.

On two occasions in
1969, of course, the Offaly
attack failed the team.
Both times it was against
Kerry, in the League and
All-Ireland finals.  That
both failures should prove
so costly only emphasised
to Offaly that football is a
remaorseless, unemotional
thing. If you don’t win the
titles, you haven’'t proven
yourself and that is why
now, at the end of 1969,
Offaly are still regarded as
unproven, even though
they won ninety per cenl
of their games during the
sSeason.

Failure at the highest
level can either lead to
frustration and despair, or
else it can steel one to new
feats of endeavour in an
effort to reach the top.
Offaly's feat in drawing
with Kerry in the Grounds’
Tournament final leaves no
doubt as to which path
they have followed, and_ in
1970 it will be interesting
to follow Offaly's features,
as they progress on their
path to the top.

-—

Congratulations to Offaly G.A.A.
from

(Golden Vale Marts

TULLAMORE
SALES EVERY THURSDAY

Sale commences at 9.30 a.m. with Cows and Springers

TELEPHONE 21196

~ Congratulations to Offaly G.A.A.

from

THE STELLA PRESS

Commercial and General Printing, Typing,

Duplicating and Sign-Writing

FOR PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE

'Phone TULLAMORE 21283

_——_—ﬂ.

BIRR CO-OPERATIVE LIVESTOCK
SALES LTD.

(Turnover £13 million)

EVERY MONDAY — 800 CATTLE_
EVERY THURSDAY — 2,000 SHEEP

FIRST CO-OPERATIVE MART IN THE COUNTY

““For a cut above the rest

SUITS MADE TO MEASURE
Telephone: Tullamore 21560

‘Phone BIRR 136

Onward, Onward, Tullamore and Auld Offaly

is the shnp.f?g_ L




En route to victory over All-lreland champions Wexford—Willie Gorman gets by Vin Staples, while Paud Mul-
haire lends a hand.

Hurlers could have won out

IX months ago it would
have sounded ridiculous
but we all know now that
Offaly could have won the
1969 All-lreland senior hurling
title. They certainly could and
probably should have beaten
Kilkenny in the Leinster final
— where they were superior
in virtually every department
but the scoreboard. And even
on the scoreboard they reg-
istered sixteen scores 1o
twelve for Kilkenny — except,
of course, that the Noresiders
notched three goals and all
of Offaly’s flags were wvhite.
Three opportunist goals by
Paddy Delaney beat a wvery
fine Offaly team — but, des-
pite these goals, the Mid-
landers, had they that Ilittle
extra by way of experience,
would have qualified for the

All-lreland
without saying that they
would have beaten London
in the All-lreland semi-final).

it is, of course, quite debat-
able as to whether Offaly
would have beaten Cork in
the final. This writer is tempt-
ed towards the view that they
would — and on the following
grounds.

Firstly, Kilkenny beat Offaly
by only two points. They beat
Cork by six points. Agreed,
Kilkenny were an improved
team in the All-lreland final
. . . but so too would Offaly
have been.

Had Offaly beaten Kilkenny
in the Leinster final, it would
have worked wonders by way
of giving confidence and ass-
urance. They would then have
beaten London and gained

final. (it goes

even greater assurance. In
short, Offaly’s margin of pro-
gress between the Leinster
final and the All-lreland final
would have been no less than
Kilkenny's.

Secondly, the Kilkenny team
which edged Offaly was a
stronger one than that which
outscored Cork. Paddy Moran
was fully fit and on for the
hour in the Leinster final. Like-
wise Paddy Delaney. Due to
injury, he missed the Ilast
twenty minutes of the All-
Ireland final. Indeed, it was
during that period of the Lein-
ster final that Delaney scored
the goal which made all the
difference.

It can, of course, be no
more than an opinion but, for
what it is worth, this writ-
er's view is that Offaly would

have beaten Cork had they
reached the final.

But even in defeat in the
provincial decider, the Offaly
hurlers contributed so much
to hurling in 1969. They gave
new life and an added dimen-
sion to the entire champion-
ship — beginning with that
scoring spree against All-lrel-
and champions Wexford.
From that hour on the senior
hurling championship was no
longer a “closed shop” to be
monopolised by the big four
of Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipper-
ary and Cork. Offaly had
smashed the syndicate and

shown others how they could
do it, too.

Thanks to the Midlanders,
hurling will not be quite the

same again . . . at least not
for some time.

Congratulations to Offaly G.A.A. — from

Con McGuinness
SELF SERVICE STORE

WILLIAM STREET

: TULLAMORE

Where Quality Food Costs Less
Bacon Specialists
Telephone 21368

Congratulations to Offaly on their 1969 Successes

from

SMITH & WALSH MOTORS

MARKET SQUARE, TULLAMORE

MAIN FIAT & OPEL DEALERS
‘Phone 21187

HAYES
HOTEL

TULLAMORE

The

Food

is Good

Congratulations to Offaly G.A.A. on their successes from

JOHN GAVIN

BALLYCUMBER, CO. OFFALY
BAR * GROCERY * HARDWARE

'Phone CLARA 31925
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Coiste Condae
Ua bhFaile

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

The Chairman, officers and members of our
Coiste congratulate all our teams on their
magnificent displays and also their selec-
tors and trainers.

Over the years The Faithful County has up-
held the highest ideals of, and has made a
valuable contribution to, the Gaelic Athletic
Association, but this year will surely be
remembered with pride for the perform-
ances by our players in all grades from our
Under-16 All-Ireland Hurling Champions to
our Seniors.

Our gratitude to our loyal supporters every-
where and the many who contributed so
generously to finance our efforts.

Sincerest wishes for a Happy Christmas to
all and may success and prosperity be ours
in the years ahead.

s mise,
Sean O Dubhlainn

EEERORE i el S TR ST,

Congratulations to the “Faithful County” on a most
successful year

AND REMEMEBER
ON THE FIELD OR OFF THE FIELD

Qur Representative

éhnnv McCﬂHMCI{
IS ALWAYS ON THE BALL
CAPPINCUR JOINERY

LTD.

TULLAMORE : CO. OFFALY

Telephone 21224

Congratulations to Offaly G.A.A.

from

Phil O’Reilly
HARBOUR STREET : TULLAMORE

HARDWARE and FANCY GOODS

Telephone 21210
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Heartiest congratulations to Offaly from

YOUR KOSANGAS DEALER —

P.J. CLOONAN

GREEN HOUSE — WILLIAM STREET
Tel.: Tullamore 21468

Congratulations to Offaly G.A.A. — from

JOHN KEVILLE

HIGH CLASS BAR and LUXURY LOUNGE
SELF SERVICE GROCERY

COAL and BRIQUETTES

Tel.: Clara 31117

Congratulations to the “Faithful County”™ — from

M. SHERIDAN

MAIN SAND and GRAVEL CONTRACTOR

Keenest rates available

SHEAN : EDENDERRY
Tel.: Edenderry 118

WELL DONE OFFALY . . .

We'll go one better next year
from

TONY GROGAN
SAND and GRAVEL CONTRACTOR

SCREGGAN : TULLAMORE
Telephone 21361

THE WESTMEATH - OFFALY
INDEPENDENT

joins in the congratulations to the
** Faithful County ** for outstanding
performances on both the Football
and Hurling Field in 1969.

Phone Tullamore 21403
Athlone 2003, 2962

Congratulations to Offaly in 1970 — from

BRIAN GRATTAN

SAND and GRAVEL CONTRACTOR

SHEAN : EDENDERRY
Telephone 72

Also Arrow Filling Station — Dublin Road

Best wishes to Offaly in 1970 from —

G. R. ROBINSON

WHOLESALE BOTTLERS & DISTRIBUTORS

BALLINGOWN, BELMONT, OFFALY

Mineral Water Manufacturers
‘'Phone BELMONT 5

T.dJ. Lawless M.I.A.A.

HIGH STREET : TULLAMORE
ALSO

BAR and LOUNGE

For best Drinks in comfortable surroundings
Telephone 21423
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WILLIE NOLAN (pictured leading uuf
the men of '61) talks tfo
Sean Ryan

Men of Offaly
must stick together

WHEN Offaly played Cavan in this year’s All-Irel-

and senior football semi-final, the man who
captained the Faithful county in their 1961 All-Ireland
final meeting with Down nostalgically re-lived the
glorious days of eight years ago as he sat in the
Hogan Stand cheering his county men. WILLIE NOLAN
would have given anything to have been able to
assist Offaly out on the Croke Park pitch instead of
from the Hogan Stand and he could well have been
had he not decided to emigrate to New York in the
early ’'sixties,

Since he left Ireland, Willie has been playing reg-
ularly with the New York football team and in the
recent World Cup game against Kerry at Croke Park,
he was one of the few New Yorkers to distinguish
themselves. I met Willie after the match against Kerry
and although naturally disappointed with New York’s
humiliating display he kindly answered some quest-
ions which I put to him.

Q.: Were you very disappointed with New York's
display against Kerry?

A.: To say 1 was disappointed is to put it mildly,
as I was really disgusted. Kerry scored two soft goals
in the early stages and we never recovered from this
early set-back. Although Kerry have improved a great
deal since we met them in the League final in New
York last June, we are a much better team than we
appeared at Croke Park. It was just one of those
days when nothing went right.

Q.: New York footballers received a poor reception
when they were last in this country, Were you pleased
with the welcome accorded to New York on this
occasion.

A.: Yes, we were received very well everywhere
we went. Our only regret is that we put on such a
poor display at Croke Park and let the spectators
down.

Q.: You played against Offaly on this tour, How,

WATCH OUT FOR

GRAND OPENING

of

THE NEW BALLROOM

Tara Street,

TULLAMORE
by

Big Tom and the Mainliners

Proprietor : Bernie Daly of London

and

THE ADELPHI DANCE CLUB

DERBY STREET, MANCHESTER 8
[EERTS IR T . s e N e I e e

.........

............

........
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in your opinion, does the present Offaly team compare
with the 1960-'61 side.

A.: It's very difficult to say. After seeing the two
All-Ireland semi-final games against Cavan. I thought
that the present team was the better side but I chang-
ed my mind after seeing the All-Ireland final, How-
ever, if the present team sticks together I believe they
can improve a great deal and be a much better side.

Q.: Did you have any regrets that you were not
a member of the Offaly team which played in this
vear's All-Ireland final?

A.: 1 would have given my left arm to have been
out there in the final but the present goalkeeper
Martin Furlong is the best netminder ever to play for
Offaly and also one of the best 'keepers I have ever
seen.

Q.: Do you think that Offaly can win an All-Irel-
and senior title in the near future?

A.: I would love to see Offaly win an All-Ireland
title, but at the same time it is hard to see Kerry
being beaten in the championship in the near future.

Q.: Do you consider that the new immigration laws
will have a detrimental effect on Gaelic games in the
United States?

A.: Yes, I think they will. There are some Ameri-
cans playing the games but most of them are not as
proficient as Irish players. In addition, quite a number
of the Irish players are in the veteran stage.

Q.: How does the standard of football in Ireland
campare with the standard in the early 'sixties before
you emigrated?

A.: The game appears to be faster now, but on the
other hand there are not so many outstanding in-
dividual players. There also seems to be a levelling
up in standard between the different counties.

Q.: Which has been the best Irish team that you
have encountered since you began to play for New
York.

A.: The present Kerry team is the best team I
have met since emigrating. However, the best side that
I opposed during my career was the Down team of
1960-61.

Q.: During your goalkeeping career you have op-
posed some greal forwards., Which attackers did vou
particularly fear when they gained possession?

A.: The best forwards I met were Jim McCartan,
Paddy Doherty, Mick O’'Dwyer, Sean Evans and Sean
Kilroy.

Q.: What do vou think of the future of Gaelic
football as an international sport?

A.: I would like to see international tours being
continued as it gives the players both in Ireland and
the U.S.A. an extra incentive to play. I would also
like the Central Council to maintain relations with
the Australian football body and do all in their power
to organise internationals between Ireland, the United
States and Australia. '

THE MAN’'S SHOP

GALVINS

WILLIAM STREET : TULLAMOR
Largest Selection in Town. All Leading Brands

Stocked

MORNING AND EVENING WEAR Fon '_.'
Phone 21164
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A Bad Year For Champions

THE first appearance of
the All-Ireland foot-
ball champions of 1968
was when Down were ex-
tremely fortunate to avoid
a league defeat when they
played Meath at Navan.
The display of the cham-
pions did nothing to quell
the doubts raised by their
end of the season perform-
ances in 1968, apgainst
Longford and Louth.

It was on March 2 that
we got the first major up-
set of the season, when
Connacht hurlers proved
too good for Leinster in

the Railway Cup semi-
final at Ballinasloe. Two
weeks later came the

moment of truth for Down

Following Down’s depar-
ture from the league race,
there were several hope-
ful aspirants for the seat
on the vacant throne, es-
pecially as the N.F.L. win-
ners were due to go to
New York for the {final
proper. The semi-finalists
in playing order were
Donegal, Offaly, Kerry and
Westmeath.

In the first game, we had
an example of forthcoming
events casting their sha-
dows before them, when
Offaly crushed Donegal
2-13 to 1-3 and a couple of
weeks later Kerry over-
came Westmeath in the
other semi-final.

In the hurling League,

The most travelled intercounty player of 1969 was un-

doubtedly Derryman Mickey Niblock who commuted
back and forth frequently in order to play for New York
and Derry in turn.

footballers, when, on a
biting cold day at Carrick-
macross, the League title-
holders were beaten by
Westmeath, on a score of
0-13 to 1-8.

With a trip to America
for the Cardinal Cushing
games as a bonus prize,
there was an extra incen-
tive to win the Railway
Cup football final, but
there was only a very
small crowd present to see
Connacht win the Cup and
the air tickets, at the ex-
pense of Munster. Con-
nacht hurlers almost caus-
ed another shock when
drawing with Munster.

Cork broke the Tipperary
hoodoo to qualify for a
final meeting with Wex-
ford, while in the replayed
Railway Cup final on Eas-
ter Sunday, Connacht,

failed gallantly to Munster,
by 4-4 to 3-13.
The Annual Congress

was, even by its own stan-
dards, extremely mundane
and was remarkable only
for the emergence, of what
could be described as, a
progressive  left wing,
which became more pro-
nounced as the year wore
on. A personal appearance
by John ‘Kerry' O’Donnell
and the subsequent favour-

able reaction emphasised
the insincerity of many
delegates, who had pre-
viously displayed near con-
tempt for the G.A.A. In
New York.

Down’s football stock
sank lower with their de-
feat by Cavan in the Mc-
Kenna Cup final.

An exciting Hurling Lea-
gue final was won by
Cork, while Kerry had an
easy task in disposing of
Offaly in the football final,
after two players were
sent off in the sixth min-
ute.

By the end of May the
championship campaigns
were in full swing and, as
usual, there were several
upsets. Just one week
after the League success,
Cork were fortunate to
escape from Thurles, with
a draw against Clare in a
tempestuous game. On
June 8 at Croke Park,
Longford became the first
of the provincial cham-
pions to biter the dust,
when in the biggest foot-
ball upset of 1969, Wex-
ford triumphed easily by
3-5 to 1-8,

But on June 29, it was
Wexford's turn to fall to
the underdogs, when their
hurling side and All-Ire-
land champions  never
knew what hit them, when
Offaly ran riot in the first
half, before eventually
succeeding by 5-10 to 3-11
in the Leinster semi-final.

Three more provincial
champions lost their
crowns in finals . . . Down
and Galway footballers
and Tipperary hurlers.
Kerry had to withstand a
strong late rally by Mayo
to qualify for an All-Ire-
land final meeting with
Offaly, who disposed of
Cavan only in a replay on
September 14.

For the hurling final,
Cork, having beaten Tip-
perary in the Munster final,
were hot favourites, as
Kilkenny had been rather
lucky to beat Offaly in the
Leinster final.

However, as often in the
past, the final was won by
superior tactics and organ-
isation, Kilkenny, having
kept in touch for the first
half really opened up in
the second period and many
Cork reputations were
smashed, as the Noresiders
gave them a lesson on how
to Win a game.

As usual, there was a
tremendous nation - wide
build up for the Kerry -
Offaly football final and
there was extra fuel added
to the fire, when on the
Thursday before the game,
it was disclosed publicly,
what everybody had known
for weeks . . . that Mick
O’Connell had not attend-

ed any training sessions,
because of leg muscle in-
juries and was a doubtful
starter for the final.

The rumours persisted
and only the appearance on

the field of O'Connell ten
minutes before the game
eventually scotched them,
but the WValentiaman's in-
ept performance in the
game proved that the
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smoke had not been there
without a fire,

In the event, Kerry had
few worries, as, in one of
the worst finals for years,
they played  whatever

Two big men who overcame all obstacles to achieve success in New York in
1969 were John Lindsay who was re-elected mayor of the city and John
Moloney who, despite opposition, refereed the World Cup Hurling Final

successfully.
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good football was to be
seen and ran out easy
winners in the end.

In the non-senior grades,
there were several note-
worthy performances, high-
lighted by Antrim's suc-
cess in the Under-21 foot-
ball final. In minor, it was
Cork all the way as the
Rebel County won both
All-Irelands.

Possibly the outstanding
hurling achievement of
the year was Kildare's vic-
tory in the Intermediate
hurling final, which gave
Pat Dunny his fourth All-
Ireland medal.

Also encouraging was
the superb hurling we wit-
nessed in the Special
Under 16 final between
Offaly and Antrim, while
a major breakthrough on
another level was the par-
ticipation for the first time
in official competition of
St. Patrick's College, May-
nooth.

In the senior football
league organised by Comh-
airle na nOllscoil, May-
nooth beat the best that
the universities could offer
to take their first title.

English based teams had
mixed fortunes in 1969,
with London hurlers get-
ting a right hiding on their

A Bad Year For
Champions

re-appearance in the All-
Ireland series, but there
was compensation in the
successes of London’s jun-
ior footballers and War-
wickshire's junior hurlers.

New York hurling was
revitalised by the double
success over All-Ireland
champions Kilkenny in
Gaelic Park, but the foot-
ballers from the States
were disappointing when
being trounced by Kerry in
the World Cup in October,
after having put up two
fine performances against
the Kingdom in Gaelic Park

‘in June.

On the administrative
side, Central Council had
its usual gquiet year, with
only a few items of a con-
troversial nature,. As
usual, relations with New
York provided plenty of
action, the highlight of
which was the address to
the Council by New York
President Sean (O’'Hanlon,
in connection with the
signing of the New York -
Central Council agreement,
All through the year, there
was continual crossfire be-
tween Gaelic Park and
Croke Park, but, while the
theatrical effects on one
side were very profession-
al, the acting on the other

A dramatic moment in the hurling final as Paddy Delaney is carried off.

side was strictly amateur-
ish and at the end of the
year, there was absolutely
no change in the status
quo.

In this case, he who pays
the piper still calls the
fune.

Several new sub-com-
mittees were instituted by

Central Council, but the
proposal to bring in pro-
fessional regional officers
lapsed into apparent obli-
vion. In Leinster, Martin
O’Neill retired as secretary
and after an exciting ‘cam-
paign’, his son was elected
to the position.

An interesting aside was

provided in August by a
Seminar in U.C.G., which
marked a further step in
the emergence of .the anti-
conservative element and
received wide publicity.
All in all, it wasn’t by
any means the GA.A's
preatest year. The As-
sociation barely held its

The

own overall, but there were
a few indications at top
official level that the
warning indicators, which
have been flashing for
years now, are at last
about to be heeded and
remedial action taken.

We await 1970 with in-
terest,
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CHAMPIONS OF

Cork

F{)R young star Kerry forward Brendan Lynch, 1969 has

been a particularly auspicious year, He played a
major part in helping his county to bring off the coveted
All-Ireland, League and World Cup treble, made a trip
to the United States and then on the last Sunday in
Qctober he pointed a 40 yards free in the closing min-
utes of an exciting Cork senior football final to give
his club U.C.C. a one-point win over St. Nicholas.

The students who had led by 0-6 to 0-3 at half-time
were in control of the game for most of the hour but
were still only leading by four points when St. Nicholas
staged a spirited rally in the last quarter. Two points
from frees by Ted O'Brien and another two from the
boot of Patsy Harte levelled the scores with just six
minutes to go but then Lynch was fouled going through
and, as stated, he pointed the resultant free himself. By
their victory, U.C.C. avenged the defeat of the College’s
hurling side by St. Nicholas’s sister club Glen Rovers
in the county hurling final.

U.C.C. had the assistance of county players Seamus
Looney, Ray Cummins, Eric Philpott and John O’Halloran
(Cork), Mick Morris, Brendan Lynch and Charlie O’Sull-
ivan (Kerry) while Denis Coughlan and Gerry O’Sullivan
of Cork lined out with St. Nicholas,

Down

WHEN county champions fall in the penultimate

rounds there is usually renewed interest in the rest
of the championship and such was the case in Down.
In their semi-final game, Bryansford avenged their 1968
county final defeat by Newry Mitchels, on a score of
4-10 to 1-4, and were immediately installed favourites
to take over the crown as kingpins of Down football.

In the other half of the draw, Burren had nothing as
difficult as Mitchels to overcome and, in the semi-final,
they beat Tullylish, who included in their side the Mc-
Cartans and John Purdy.

The meeting of Bryansford and Burren took place at
the splendid new grounds, at Clonduff, and was note-
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worthy for the fact that none of Down’s nationally
known intercounty stars figured in either line out. Noel
Millar who played in the Burren attack has, however,
been on the Down panel for some time as have Bryans-
ford’s Cecil Ward and Paul Neeson.

In the final, the first to be played at the spacious new
Clonduff grounds, Bryansford fulfilled their promise of
1968 with a fluent victory, to give their captain Oliver
Burns the honour of leading the Newcastle club into
the Ulster club championship for the first time,

Dublin

ERY often in Dublin G.A.A. circles, we hear of the

dual club and the dual player and many there are
who claim that they are the greatest curse ever to
strike the games. Be that as it may, the dual club is now
an established fact of G.A.A, life and nothing bears out
this point so well in Dublin’s case, as the victory in this
year's hurling championship of O'Tooles.

Down the years the O'Tooles club built up a solid
tradition as one of Ireland’s outstanding football clubs,
giving such personalities to the game as the McDonalds,
Paddy and Johnny, and the Synnott brothers.

But tradition counted for little a few years ago, when
O’Tooles fielded a junior hurling team for the first time.
Their success story was remarkable by any standards
and their qualification for senior ranks did little to
impair their march to progress.

In this year’s championship, they could scarcely have
had a tougher campaign, meeting and beating St. Vin-
cents in the semi-final and the tradition-laden Faughs in
the county final.

Their final triumph over Faughs was a case of youth
conquering experience and with such enthusiasm in the
club, the hurlers of O'Tooles look certain to eclipse
their football counterparts for some time to come,

Tipperary

HEN Roscrea won their initial Tipperary senior hurl-
ing championship last year by defeating the highly

| vaunted Thurles Sarsfields in the final many knowledge-

able hurling fans in the Premier county contended that
the north county side had not proven themselves because
they had not met Carrick Davins — the 1966 and 67
champions — on their way to the final. Davins, in fact,
defeated Roscrea in the 1967 final.

However, any doubts about the right of Roscrea to
sit atop the hurling pedestal in Tipperary were com-
pletely dispelled in this year’s championship decider
when Kieran Carey’s men annihilated Davins in one of
the most one-sided Tipperary finals in history. The final
attracted tremendous pre-match interest and over 12,000
turned up at Thurles Sportsfield on the last Sunda}r in
October but only Roscrea supporters could have derived
any enjoyment from a game which their favourites won
by 4-13 to 0-5.

Roscrea led by 1-3 to 0-2 at the end of the first quarter
been much more in front at that stage but for some bad
been much more in front at that stage but for some
forward play. However, the attack more than made
amends in the second half by scoring 3-8 to Davins 0-3.
The Carrick-on-Suir side’s main trouble stemmed from
inadequacies in defence and but for the fine performance
of county player Mick Roche in this sector the final score

would have been even more humiliating for the south
county side.
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David Collins continues his review of the 1969 county
championships.

Antrim

I’M sure there are many who would be guick to dismiss

the Antrim senior hurling championship as a thing
of little consequence, either to Antrim or to the G.A.A.
To do so would be a mistake.

Hurling in Antrim may be far from top flight in
standard, but it is still very wvibrant, even though it
exists in regionalised form. It is based in Loughiel on
the northern extremity of the county nearer to Scotland

than to Dublin, and it was here that the 1969 county
final was played.

The contestants were the Belfast club, St. Johns and
Ballycastle, the former having beaten the holders,
Loughiel on their way to the final, St. Johns are the best
known of Antrim’s dual clubs and their county players
include the Gallaghers, Sean Burns, Gerry McCann,
Andy McCallin and Gerry Mallon.

With such a line-up, St. Johns were clear favourites to
defeat the North Antrim team who relied mainly on the
Elliot brothers, the McShanes, the Donnellys and Harry
McKernan,

The conditions on final day could scarcely have been
worse with a driving wind and some rain. When Bally-
castle could manage to score only three points with the
elements in the first half their goose was cooked and
when the Johnies took over after the break, they ran out
easy winners by 3-8 to 0-4

Roscommon

"THE defeat of the holders, Castlerea, early in the series
gave renewed interest to the Rnscammun championship
scene, but it was no surprise when St. Bridgets, Kiltoom

and Roscommon Gaels worked their way through to the
final.

For both sides, this achievement was the result of
team building over the past few years in an effort to re-

gain the standard that brought county titles to Roscom-
mon Gaels in 1962 and St. Bridgets.

A record attendance was expected for the final but
heavy rain and a strong wind deterred many would-be
spectators from attending the game., The heavy pitch
also militated against the standard of football, but this

did not bother the St. Bridgets supporters who saw their
favourites win by 2-2 to 0-4.

The only sad aspect of the game from a St. Bridgets
viewpoint was that the great Gerry O’Malley was not
in their side. Gerry retired from club football last year
after serving St. Bridgets faithfully for over 20 years.

Of the St. Bridgets side, Gerry Mannion, Mick Fallon
and Eamonn Beades are senior county players while
Beades, Willie Gallagher and Seamus McHugh played on
the Roscommon under-21 side which reached this year’s
All-Ireland final. Senior county player John O’Connor

and under-21 county player Tom Hunt figured on the
Roscommon Gaels side.
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THE heading may shock.

We have become S0
used to the gradual degra-
ding habits that have be-
smirched the game that
even those of us who re-
member good football as it
used to be played, have be-
come more or less accli-
matized. We never even
noticed the trend.

No it wasn’t the All-Ire-

land finals (minor and
senior) that impelled me to
write this, though both

games were abysmally low
in standard. We all admir-
ed the manner in which
Offaly and Cavan over-
came the conditions in the
drawn All-Ireland semi-

final last summer. Indeed,
this was a game in the old
style, though, even in this
game, too, there was far
too much pulling down
and late tackling.

The latter foul is a
mean one that has crept
into Gaelic games more
and more in the past few
years. You know the one
— a back clears the ball
and is unceremoniously
dumped by an onrushing
forward after the back has
delivered the ball, or vice
versa. How often have 1
seen a helpless goalie fel-
led, as a ball goes over thz
bar. John Moloney, of Tip-
perary, fairly highlighted

-

this foul in his three major
All-Ireland games and in-
terpreted the rule correc-
tly, by giving a free from
where the ball landed.
But there is a distinct
difference between a late
tackle and the shouldering
of a player as he kicks the
ball. The same John Mol-
oney erred I thought on
one occasion in the Final
when penalising D. L
Crowley, for what he
deemed a late tackle.
Sometimes this is a bor-
derline case, but there was
little doubt in my mind that
D. J. used the very useful
gambit of shouldering his
opponent, just as the op-
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cultural activities, from motor sports to music festivals,
hurling to horse racing. And it's hardly surprising really because

it's the symbol of Player-Wills, who, today, are playing an increasingly

important part in the support of so many of the sporting and

PW1/'23a

other community activities which are bringing pleasure and benefit
to people in every part of Ireland.

Player-Wills

ponent was about to kick
the ball. How often did I
use this myself in my own
playing days. The good
forward even expects this
type of harassing and
must learn to “ride” such
a shoulder charge, as he
kicks, and yet score.

But speaking of should-
ering, where has it gone to?
In my youth it was essen-
tial that a footballer should
learn to shoulder., Perhaps
younger readers do not un-
derstand what I mean. It
is perfectly legitimate to
shoulder an opponent. In
fact, the three great hall-
marks of the footballer
used to be, fetch, kick and
shoulder. It was the only
lawful tackle. Pulling and
dragging and thumping
were all out of order. You
learned to shoulder pro-
perly, avoided -charging
with the ball and learned
to block the ball at an
early age.

Charging when in pos-
session of the ball is an-
other very badly interpre-
ted offence. What it means
simply is that the man in
possession should not seek
a path through his oppon-
ent when there is another
easier route or should not
leave the normal route to
jump at an opponent.

Blocking the ball is an-
other lost art almost. It
demands courage and to do
it properly, you must go in
over your opponents’ boot.
But you must go in. Tony
McTague blocked in this
fashion very early in the
All-Ireland  final. Mick
O'Dwyer always ftries to
block his opponents’ kick
and often succeeds,

“The Kerryman” of the
week after the All-Ireland
of 1959, in a great piece of
photography, captured for
posterity a blocking action
of Sean Murphy. Down
over the ball his eyes were
glued to “Hauleen” Mc-
Donagh's boot. What has
replaced the blocking tech-
nique? Pulling, dragging
and thumping. Is there any-
thing as nauseating as to
see a forward in ful] flight
for goal being hauled down
or tripped from behind?

The shove in the back is
another most annoying
foul, but it is very hard to
eradicate. This was always
a feature of football, but
then we always had the
good actors who were ex-
pert at feigning a push in
the back. Human nature
being what it is, I'm sure
we will never get rid of
this.

FOOTBALL IS GOING TO HELL &

In many ways, Fr. Liam
Ryan was right when say-
ing at the U.C.G. Seminar
last June that the public
will not support only ex-
cellence in sport. They
have been conditioned by
TV to expect this and are
now quite selective about
their sports. They are not
interested in pulling and
dragging, in blocking with
the boot, elbow charging,
tripping and other such
disgusting habits,

Neither are they interes-
ted in watching duels be-
tween rival place-kickers,
I know G.A.A. games have
the great advantage of pro-
viding scores, but the quic-
ker we realise that a score
from play is so much more
appealing than one from a
free, the better.

But Fr. Ryan contra-
dicted himself. In one
breath, he urged that our
games must be cleaned up,
and, in the next, he decried
the free-ridden affairs we
have now become accusto-
med to expect 54 frees etc.
per game oOr one a minute
usually. Now he cannot
have it both ways imme-
diately, as Sean Purcell
pointed out to him then.

There must be a period
when the game will be
cleaned wup. During this
time, we will have to put
up with more and more
frees. Just as John Moloney
is trying to eradicate the
late tackle, a serious effort
on all sides must be made
to get rid of pulling and
dragging.

The general public must
come to relish the honest-
to - goodness shoulder
charge again and referees
must not blow up for this,
as they are now doing. Ref-
erees must show a uniform
interpretation of the rules,
Youngsters must be coach-
ed to play Gaelic football,
devoid of all the destruc-
tive tactics with which it
has become plagued. Kerry
are on to a winner in their
plan to coach their own
youngsters.

God be with the days,
when it was a joy to see
two men meet in an hon-
est shoulder-to-shoulder
combat, like the clash be-
tween Neilly Duggan and
Tom Dillon in 1956, or
Sean Purcell and Niall
Sheehy in 1959.

Those were the days
when it was possible to
see a stretch of play that
lasted for 20 minutes, with-
out a foul being commit-

BY JACK
MAHON

ted. I played in such a
game in 1957 — a League
final against Kerry — and
one bout of superb play in
the second half of that
game, was uninterrupted by
the referees whistle for a
full 19 minutes. You won't
believe it, T know.

Those were the days
when one travelled miles
to see a college game. The
college games saw football
at its purest, but sadly I
must record that college
games are not what they
were. The minor competi-
tions of recent years have
been dreadful by compari-
son with those of a few
short years ago.

This year's Derry-Coric
minor decider hardly exci-
ted me at all. I found my-
self perusing the Croke
Park programme during
the game. In front of me,
Paddy Prendergast, the for-
mer Mayo star full-back,
was equally appailed by
the pull and drag mania.
After every such misde-
meanour, he turned round
and either said “Gaelic
football is gone to hell” or
expressed a similar senti-
ment.

Sometimes I sit back and
wonder why it is that I
tend to get less and less
interested in seeing Gaelic
football. Is it because I'm
“pushing on', or because
I've retired from active
competition myself? Have
I matured and become
domesticated, or has the
game itself gone to. the
dogs?

.By all means, it has be-
come faster and teams like:
St. Vincents, Down and
Galway played the game
with precision and thought.
Forwards play to a better
plan, perhaps, but have we.
not reached the day when
even the art of scoring a
goal in a vital game seems
to have been lost. I never
cheer for a pointed free.
Ah, football has gone to
hell in many- ways.
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JOHN O°GRADY DEALS WITH

ELEVISION has become an immutable fact of life. Is

it really almost a full decade since we stood outside
dealers’ windows and were gratified to see something
actually moving, and talking, on the little screen? It has
proved itself a powerful, almost overwhelming, medium.
It not ony reports events; it influences events by its uni-
que concentration of attention on them. It has reduced
veteran talkers to muttering, unheeded obscurity in the
chimney-corner, and led irate teachers to wonder if any
study gets done at home any more,

Our native games haven't escaped its pervasive influ-
ence. They could hardly have been expected to, for tele-
vision is awfully hard to ignore, whether in the home or
on the national scene. Radio pleads for your attention;
television stands right up and demands it.

The sound commentaries of Michael O'Hehir from the
late 'thirties onwards, were indisputably the single big-
gest glamourising factor our games ever experienced.
The unique ring of that clear young voice and its rousing
enthusiasm, heard at its most moving in the great Polo
Grounds broadcast of 1947, stuck thousands to their
chairs. Imagination tried to picture the scenes and the
moves he described.

Now, we have television and you hear people say
Michael talks too darn much! I won’t enter into that,
but there's a kind of moral in it, all the same. For tele-
vision hands you the thing on a plate and leaves no work
at all for imagination to do. In the most literal sense of
the phrase, it “gives the game away.”
not by any means a conscious, deliberate or malicious

RIDINIG

THE

policy; it's just the nature of the medium. The damage
is not done so much by the domestic programmes as by
the international, sometimes almost universal, hook-ups.

Nobody, you may note, is beaming the World Series
baseball games to Europe via satellite. The game may be
a semi-religion in America, but cuts no ice with the un-
initiated, Internally, in the U.S,, it is televised all the
time. An argument in favour of fuller coverage of Gaelic
games here? Not quite. We haven't got the huge com-
mercial concerns, like Gillette or the brewing firms,
whose cash for advertising more than makes up for
smaller attendances in the ball-parks.

The most obvious beneficiaries of televised sport are
such games as soccer and golf, The spread of knowledge
of soccer outside our cities was glacially-slow till T.V.
sent people rushing home to see Celtic or Manchester
United in the European Cup, or to view the last World
Cup games from Britain.

As a result, people, who wouldn't know offside from
backside, suddenly got quite knowledgeable, and various
Rovers, Rangers and Uniteds have begun to sprout fast
in what was recently virgin territory, And folk who
thought bogey was a word to frighten bold children with,
learned that it has a meaning almost as formidable for
golfers.

So the G.A.A. has begun to lose what was close to a
monopoly position in the countryside, and to weaken on
the urban front. Television is far from being the only
can't cut adrift from television and leave its rivals a
clear field. Neither can it go too far the other way, for

s
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For the G.A.A. it has been a very mixed blessing in-
deed. For one thing, the sort of publicity it gives is
radically different from that of either the press or radio.
No reader of a newspaper is compelled to wade through
every line of it before he gets to what he wants. If he
has no particular interest in horses, dogs, golf, soccer,
rugby or boxing, he simply by-passes them on his way
to the hurling or Gaelic football section. Facing that
hypnotic screen he's more or less got to go right down
the whole sports litany before his particular favourite
has the tube to itself.

All this has led to a great broadening of awareness
of sport as a whole rather than as single entities. And
that, to put it bluntly, does not suit Gaelic games very
well. I write, it may be as well to say; as a veteran non-
believer in the Ban on the level of both principle and
practice, but equally as one who regards our games as a
valuable and uniquely Irish flavouring to our lives, and
who would regret any significant weakening in their
appeal.

Some pgames are international in present character,
whatever about their origin; others are basically region-
al. It is the most obvious of truths that television pro-
motes the former at the expense of the latter. This is

influence at work here. So have been the greater afflu-
ence and, above all, the motorised mobility of the young.

There is a standard defence to this line of argument,
It is to be heard from those who are involved in tele-
vision and who naturally regard it as a good thing in
every respect. “Ah,” they'll say, “but aren’t we drawing
new supporters to you; making people aware of your
game who knew little or nothing about it before?”

It sounds reasonable at first hearing. But when you
reflect on the presence of G.A.A. clubs in practically
every parish in our small country, you realise that those
who weren't already aware of our games simply don't

want to be aware of them. It would be a very isolated

hermit in his cave who somehow missed the existence of
hurling or Gaelic football till Montrose started up.

Someone has quite aptly likened sports involvement
with television to riding a tiger: dangerous to stay on,
dangerous also to get off. Wise in their generation, the
soccer clubs in England turned down some years ago a
large cash offer for live showing of a Saturday game;
and turned it down after the League administration had
gone well on the way to accepting it.

The G.A.A. is in a particularly delicate position. It

fear of hurting its own country-wide programme. The
current arrangement seems a rational compromise,
though the effects of televising the football semi-finals
are very questionable, And the status of the Railway
Cup hasn’t really been raised by live screening. Lower
standards of play, of course, have probably done greater
damage in that case,

The quality of the weekly G.A.A, feature has been
only moderate. It resorts far too readily to re-runs of
excerpts from past games and does too little independent
and realistic talking. Here one agrees they aren't helped
by the inarticulateness of the average player when a
camera is pointed at him. The predictable result is gen-
erally the usual harmless routine line.

How different our Irish-American friends can be. I
recall Sean O Ceallachain talking to the New York-born
goalie who saved a penalty at Croke Park. Boy, could
he talk! And he did, very freely and entertainingly. The
big occasions, however, are done quite superbly from a
technical aspect, and are a potent advertisement for the
G.AA.

The fact remains, however, that live TV has robbed
the actual attender of his previously unique position, as
the only fellow who could talk about a game with any
authority, It is daunting to be out-argued by someone
who never stirred out of the kitchen.

At this stage it’s not much use for a G.A.A. man re-
gretting that John Logie Baird ever hit upon his in-
vention. The thing is here. We must be content with a
smaller share of the market, as it were, while working
for greater efficiency within it. Antigue notions of
wiping out support for any particular games or of com-
peting with them on any basis except that of better
management and attractiveness have had to be hastily
abandoned. In that respect, at least, television has helped
to show us the realities of sporting life.
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Fertilising is not
enough. Only through regular liming can the
nutritional balance of the soil be restored. Fer-
tlllsem; and lime complete the health wealth

plcture of your land. Remember = liming does
wonders for your lands.
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Fate Is Still

A Factor

ATE can be tantalisingly
fickle — even to  her
favourite sons. And if you
want proof, then contrast the
careers of some of the most
consistent stars of football in
the ’sixties. There's Gabriel
Kelly, who must be a strong
challenger for ranking as the
greatest right full back of all
time. Football has lavished
the choicest of gifts on the
Cavan defender in the Railway
Cup competition — and de-
finitely withheld them in all
other national competitions.

BY OWEN McCANN

e e e ———— .

In over a decade in the Breff-
ni Blue, the nearest he came to
an  All-Ireland inter-county
medal was in 1960, when
Cavan, in their last national
final, league or championship,
lost to Down in the only all-
Ulster National League decider.

Kelly's record in the Railway
Cup has few equals. He was
chosen for Ulster in everv
single game in the past decade,
and each time at right full-
back! Last February, he made
his 17th appearance with the
North — a run in the same
position that must be un-
equalled in the history of the
competition. The only match
he missed in the decade was
the 1966 final, for which he
had to stand down. He plaved
on five winning teams (1960,
1963, 1964, 1965, and 1968),
and won a sixth medal as a
substitute in 1966.

The only other player to
match Kelly was Sean O'Neill.
who was also chosen for all
Ulster’s games in the past de-
cade, Like Kelly, the Down
ace missed one match — the
1965 semi-final with Munster.
In 1963, he became the first
from his province to figure on
5ix final winning teams.

Unlike the Cavan defender,
however, O'Neill was chosen in
three separate positions by Ul-
ster. He had nine appearances
at right wing forward, seven at
full-forward, and one in the
No. 12 jersey. And, of course,
he also collected All-Ireland
and National League medals.

[t must remain one of the
most disappointing features of
football that Gabriel Kelly's
service to the game has nat
been rewarded with an elusive
All-Ireland medal. But medals
won are no yardstick to great-
ness, and Gabriel Kelly, with
his cool imaginative back play,
and his record of consistent,
sterling service, has written his
name in large letters in the
annals of the game.

O'Connell iz no stranger to
the St. Patrick’s Dav scene but
he has yet to win a Railway
Cup medal. He was there
early enough in his career as g
midfielder in the 1958 Munster
team that lost to Connacht. He
was also in the team beaten by
Ulster for the 1960 title, and
he was back again last March,
when Connacht foiled the
South’s bid for a first win since
way back in 1949,

Munster's famine has also hit
other long-serving Kerry stars.
There's Johnny Culloty who, as
4 teenager, made his debut for
Munster in the 1956 final
against Ulster, That day he
played as a forward He was

back as goalkeeper in the finals
of 1961 and 1966,

Mick O'Dwyer and Seamus
Murphy are other long-serving
Kerry men who have also put
their talents on parade in inter-
provincial deciders. When one
considers, in fact, the many
outstanding  footballers  that
Munster has produced over the
past 20 wears, it is hard to
credit this lack of Railway Cup
SUCCESEES,

Will 1970 bring a change of |

fortune for the South, and per-
haps, a medal for Culloty, or
O'Connell, O'Dwyer or Murphy?
Or will all four, whose achieve-
ments in the 1969 All-Ireland
final, must put them among the
all-time greats of Kerry foot-
ball, finish their careers with
this one award outstanding ?

Fickle fate could well decree
that a young man who has
come a long way in a hurry,
could be the one above all
others, to open up the way to
Munster's return this spring to
the winners’ list. After a mere
21 months in the big-time, and
at an age when many a player
is really only finding his feet,
Brendan Lynch already boasts
two of the three *leafs” of the
senior football medals sham-
rock, and the added distinction
at 20 of being the youngest
player ever to captain Kerry in
a Nziional League final. He won
that honour in the games with
New York last June.

oIS )
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Lynch had a celebrated debut
in the Munster Blue against
Leinster at Killarney last Feb-
ruary, He scored 1-5 — the
best score by any Munster play-
er in any single gpame in this
competition since 1961.

The Beaufort footballer has
matured a lot since then, and
must rank as a certainty for a
third Munster jersey in the
coming semi-final. He was also
in the team beaten by Connacht
in the 1969 final.

Fate undoubtedly  smiled
kindly on Eddie Keher in 196%9.
The length of the quest gave
added spice to his first Kil-
kenny senior hurling medal,
won with The Rower-Inistioge
last April in the belated 1968
final. Only one real honour

then remained to be won, and
the final golden flourish came
with the captaincy of Kilkenny
in their win over Cork.

Then there is Dermot Earley.
He could hardly have had a
better start to big-time football
in 19687 when, still in his
'teens, he won a Railway Cup
medal: He gained a second
souvenir with Connacht last
St. Patrick's Day.

On that dull September after-
noon in the under-21 final with
Antrim at Croke Park, fate al-
most mockingly dangled, time
and again before Earley in the
closing minutes, the accolade of
being the first Connacht man
to win a Railway Cup medal
and an All-Ireland under-21
football medal in the same year

. but in the end, it was an
historic day for Antrim, and
not for the Roscommon man.

Would the football scene be
much different now if Cavan
had not replaced their scorer-
in-chief Charlie Gallagher for a
spell late in the drawn semi-
final with Offaly ? Would Con-
nacht have won the Railway
Cup, in hurling, if Paddy Fahy
(Galway), who hit the equalis-
ing point on time in the drawn
game, had been included for the
full hour? He was dropped
after the semi-final win over
Leinster, and went into the
drawn pame only midway
through the second half.

One could go on and on,
but it comes back to one thing

.+ while training, dedication,
and wholehearted endeavour are
essential to have any hope of
major successes in sport, fickle
fate, in the shape of the hop
of the ball, the width of the
crossbar, or a contrary wind,
can step in and play a major
part.

The flavourstarts
inthe sunshine and showers
of aNorth Carolina summer.
Golden ripe tobacco
slowly matured
and carefully selected
for Number1.

Good tobacco does taste
so much better.
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A good year for J.K.O’D.

LL years tend to be good years for John “Kerry”
O'Donnell because he sort of makes them. But 1969
will certainly go into the book.

It began lively — a particularly fiery exchange with
the Central Council, peppered by remarks abeut certain
members who were only “keeping a seat warm.” Some
said that it was the end of international competition.
The Central Council would surely nail him this time.
The hold up in the payment of the 16,000 dollars, due
to the International Fund from the Down tour of the
previous October, was sufficient to nail an army . . .
but it didn’t nail O’Donnell.

Indeed, when that one was argued out at Croke Park
by his emissary Sean O’Hanlon, it was officialdom on
this side that was embarrassed.

Still, the Central Council, on the recommendation of
the Executive, turned down flat his proposition to bring
the winners of the Railway Cup football final to New
York for the Cardinal Cushing Games. Not a single
voice was fer it

However, the Railway Cup football winners, Connacht,
did travel for the Cushing Games — and with the bles-
sing of both the Executive and the Central Council.

It was a turnabout that was unprecedented in the

history of G.A.A. administration.

Then Kerry won the League and went out. While there,
they invited him fo give a hand with the training for the
championship. This was interesting because, in 1958, he

had offered his services and the Kerry County Board
had turned him down. He's a very good trainer.

He was over before each of their big games — the
Munster final, the All-Ireland semi-final and the final.
And they won.

Nobody said that the credit was his — but he was
there. To celebrate, he brought two well-bred young
greyhounds and named them “Green and Gold” and “One
and Twenty.” They'll win, too. Anything O’Donnell
touches wins.

Then to crown the year, some people started talking
about him for the Presidency of Association.

It probably began at Congress — the fieriest Congress
in living memory with both the President’s address and
the General Secretary’s report being criticised. O'Don-
nell was there simply as an onlooker.

Seamus O Riain made the mistake (at least, some now
say it was a mistake) of inviting O’Donnell te speak. He
spoke very well — both in Irish and in English — a
polished off-the-cuff performance which was tremen-
dously well received.

For years they had known his form at Central Council
— both in war and peace conditions — but the ordinary
Congress delegate had never heard him before. He im-

_pressed.

Aye, a damn good year for John O'Donnell . . . and he
nearly bought a hotel in Killarney,

— Frank Dolan.
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John “Kerry”” O'Donnell — he had plenty of reasons
for smiling during 1969.

BRENDAN DOYLE RECALLS :

How

'T was Saturday — Whit night was no different, It

Saturday — in a sultry
London. Down had beaten
Kerry and Tipperary had
annihilated Wexford in the
annual Wembley Tourna-
ment games. The Atlantic
Hotel, Bayswater Road
where the four teams were
accommodated was agog
with excitement and no
company more so than that
which 1 found myself in.

O'Hare, Kelly, Murphy
and Farley were relieved
and happy . . . happy that
at last they had silenced
the critics and ended the
run of defeats. Although
future events were to prove
otherwise, September 69
Croke Park and Sam Mag-
uire were discussed freeiv.

Choosing the location for
celebration always proves
difficult in London — to-

finally took the persuasive
powers of O’Hare to con-
vince us that Henry- Coo-
per’s favourite haunt — the
Thomas A'Beckett pub cum
gym was the place.

It is not widely known
that O’Hare had a distin-
guished juvenile career
with the now defunct
Ballydoo boxing club. Ele-
ven fights, eleven wins
and, but for a recurring
nose injury, it was appar-
ent that many more would
have followed.

Off we set and, with the
helpful instructions of a
bearded Corkman, we arri-
ved at the Old Kent Road
in quick time. Much to our
surprise, we were greeted
warmly by the proprietor,
Tommy Gibbons. “Hello
Johnny!’ directed towards

GET YOUR SUPPLIES
OF

HIGHEST GRADE LIMESTONE

At Keenly Competitive Prices

ALSO

READY-MIX CONCRETE and
CONCRETE BLOCKS

from

CASTLEMINE

LIMEWORKS

FOURMILEHOUSE, ROSCOMMON

Telephone 7511, 7519
ORDER NOW AND AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

John Murphy further in-
creased our curiosity.

As it later transpired,
Gibbons had mistaken us
for Johnny Famechon the
Australian world champion
and his entourage. The
souvenir of the Australian-
Down game, in the form of
a kangaroo worn by John,
led Gibbons to believe
John was an Australian.

Even so, having learned
of our true identity, he
was no less friendly . . .
his father hailed from Dun-
leer, Co. Louth, We return-
ed to the Hotel, having
thoroughly enjoyed our
visit and readily accepted
Tommy's invitation to re-
turn next morning and
watch Cooper train.

Watching was okay for
others, but O'Hare had
made up his mind. His one
wish was a spar with Coo-
per — and with that
thought I went off to sleep.

For a Sunday morning,
the Thomas A’Beckett was
a busy place. The odour of
sweat, swinging punch
bags and dancing boxers
ereeted us on our arrival.
Not wishing to offend,
Tommy Gibbons diplomat-
ally passed O’Hare's re-
quest to Henry and, to the
surprise of all, he accept-
ed.

Headgear and 16 oz
gloves were supplied. Kelly
and Farley took up posi-
tions in Tom’s corner
while the usual partnership
of Danny Holland and Jim
Wicks looked after Henry's
interests. Three minutes of
utter boredom followed —
hugging, slapping, tapping
and hardly a worthwhile
punch being thrown. Coo-
per used little of his un-
doubted skill against the
robust Mayobridge man.
At the bell, Kelly proceed-
ed to demonstrate what he
would do, while Farley
soothed tired limbs. Cooper
nonchantly  smiled in

amusement.

The second round was a
repetition of the first but
not for the full three minu-
tes. The last minute was
sensational, Kelly's comi-
cal remarks and gestures
were receiving much more
attention than the partici-
pants. Cooper couldn’t re-
sist replying, even though
it necessitated him turning
sideways — and wham! A
peach of a right hand land-
ed flush on his chin. Off
balance as he was, the
force of the blow deposi-
ted him on “all fours.”

o

Danny Kelly, who saved
the day, and John Murphy,
who was mistaken_ for

world featherweight
champion, Johnny Fame-
chon,

Swinging punch bags
and dancing boxers stop-
ped. The smile vanished
from Cooper’s face, his

ropes, and his famous left
was cocked for revenge as
he rose.

Kelly saw the danger.
Often he had found him-
self in a precarious situa-
tion on the playing fields
of Ireland, often O'Hare
had come to his rescue.
Now was the time to come
to O'Hare's rescue — not
to be undone, the bell
rang.

“It's time for Mass,
Brendan.” The steady hand
of Paddy O’Donoghue
awakened me from my
slumbers. I dressed hurri-

'O'Hare Floored Henry Cooper !

edly and rushed downstairs
and almost collided with
“the gang” just returned
from — the Thomas A’
Beckett.

The strip of plaster on
O’Hare's left eye prompted
me to ask the name of his
assailant, Everyone laugh-
ed at his reply — “Henry
Cooper!”

NOTE: Since writing this
article Tommy Gibbons died
at the youthful age of 37. Irish
boxers in London lost a great
friend and boxing at large, one
of its finest gentlemen,
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HE Cork minor teams

completed a rare
“double” in 1969 by win-
ning both the All-Ireland
football and hurling cham-
pionships. For the foot-
ballers, victory over Derry
in the final meant the
completion of an elusive
three-in-a-row, and for the
hurlers the defeat of Kil-
kenny marked Cork’s sec-
ond All-Ireland triumph in
three years.

BY TIM HORGAN

Cork's record of success
in the minor grade during
the 'sixties is most impres-

sive. The county football-
ers reached their very first
All-Ireland final in 1960,
and, although they lost to
Galway, they were back the
following year to bring the
minor championship to the
Rebel County. They lost
the 1964 final to Offaly,
but proved victorious
against Laois in the 1967
decider, against Sligo in
1968 and against Derry in
1969,

=0 with six appearances
in the All-Ireland final,
and four of them on the
winning side, the past de-
cade has been a purple one
for the Cork minor foot-
ballers. It seems only rea-

Cork minor goalkeeper Jim Cremin clears.

CORK MARTS

Ireland’s largest producer-owned livestock and meat
marketing organisation

Mart Enquiries to :

Cork Marts, 36 Patrick's Quay, Cork

Tel. 51391

Fatstock and Meat Enquiries to:

INTERNATIONAL MEAT PACKERS LTD.

Grand Canal St., Dublin. Tel. 683521

Leixlip, Co. Kildare. Tel. 364044

sonable to expect that a
strong senior team will
emerge from the county in
the near future.

And yet the Cork senior
teams continually fail to
live up to the expectations
promised by their minor
counterparts. True, Cork
reached their first All-Ire-
land senior final in ten
years in 1967 and were
somewhat unlucky to lose
to Meath. But events have
shown since then that Cork
created a big impression
that year mainly because
Kerry, without O'Connell,
provided such poor opposi-
tion in Munster, When
Kerry regained their touch
and their top player, in
1968 they made “short
work” of Cork in the pro-
vincial final and repeated
the dose in 1969,

Some of the leading ex-
minors have gained per-
manent places on the Cork
senior panel Frank
Cogan, Billy Morgan, Tim
F. Hayes, Raymond Cum-
mins, Denis Long, Donal
Hunt, Ted Murphy, Ned
Kirby, Teddy O’Brien,
Jimmy Barrett and Tony
Murphy are good examples
— but the county contin-
ues to dwell in the football
doldrums. The record
books suggest that a sen-
ior All-Ireland title should
follow Cork’s long list of
minor successes. And yet
even the most optimistic
Leesider can hardly envis-
age the Sam Maguire Cup
returning to Cork in the
near future,

The Cork minor hurlers
have also shown great
promise during the past
decade and there is some
hope that this promise will
be fulfilled by the senior
team. Cork qualified for
their first minor final in
13 years in 1964 and, with
Charlie = McCarthy and
Donal Clifford to guide
them, they defeated Laois
in the All-Ireland. They
were beaten by Wexford
after a replay of the 1966
decider but turned the
tables on the Slaneysiders
the following year and,
after losing to Wexford
again in 1968, Cork regain-
ed the championship by
defeating Kilkenny in 1969.

Charlie McCarthy went

(Clean sweep By Cork Minors

Cork minor full-back John Rothwell (left) comes through to clear against
Tipperary in this year's Munster final.

on to win an All-Ireland
senior medal in 1966, but
Cork’s success that vyear
was probably a bit prema-

ture. It wasn't until 1969

that the successful record
of the county minors be-
gan to shine through the
senior ranks.

With ex-minors Willie
Walsh, Donal Clifford,
Gerald MecCarthy, Ray-
mond Cummins, Charlie

McCarthy and Tony Maher
in their ranks Cork storm-
ed through the 1969 league
campaign, beating Wexford
in the final, and entered
the championship as hot
favourites. By the time
they met Kilkenny in the
All-Ireland final their con-
fidence was even greater,
although the loss of star
centre-back Justin McCar-
thy before the game ser-
ved as a severe blow. Still,
they mastered Kilkenny
throughout the first half
and would probably have
won the game, if it hadn’t
been for a goalmouth inci-
dent which spurred the
Noresiders on to great
heights in the second half.
And so Kilkenny won the
All-Treland, quite deserved-

ly, and Cork were left to
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start all over again for
1970.

But, unlike the Cork
footballers, the county
hurlers can face the 'seven-
ties on a bright note. For
the past two years Cork
have won the All-Ireland
Under-21 hurling champ-
ionship, a title they first
captured in 1966, and these
successes indicate that
many of the minor stars

Billy Morgan

are mastering the transi-
tion to the higher grades.

It may be a long time
before the Cork footballers

will reflect some of their
minor successes on the

senior record books, but
it shouldn’t be too long be-
fore the Cork senior hurl-
ers will be bringing the
McCarthy Cup back to the
banks of the Lee.

Frank Cogan
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How Kilkenny Scofled At The Gods

NY All-Ireland is a
precious thing to win.
But some have a flavour
and a character that raise
them to a specially high
status in the eyes of the
victors, Such was Kil-
kenny's annexation of
their 17th. The Noreside
bonfires — if that's not a
dirty word there — never
blazed more gleefully, or
with betfer reason,

To win when everyone
says you will can seem
only like the inevitable
duly arriving. To do it
when the weight of public
and press opinion is against
you adds a fine dash of
defiance to the feat. Not
that there is anything
necessarily hostile or pre-
judiced in such pre-match

opinions. Even if there
were, it wouldn't matter
anyhow. The  weather

forecaster doesn’t actually
cause rain by prophesying
sun! Actually, many Kil-
kenny players and officials
were frank enough to say
in advance that they were
very happy not to be coun-
ted favourites.

That burden hadn’t ex-
actly been a blessing in
1966. Most players like to
have the extra spur of
non-favouritism. It seems
to lighten the load in the
strain and stress of the
dressing-room. There really
seemed an anticipating
glint in the eyes of the
Kilkennymen as they came
out, though they were to
endure much discomfort
for a time.

Everyone has praised the
spirit of the recovery
which began with Bren-
nan's goal and carried on
relentlessly when they
came out again. But there
was an equally remarkable
long-term recovery to be
seen in full flower at
Croke Park. It extended
quietly over some six
months. Circumstances
helped to hide and disguise
it, to keep its progress al-
most out of sight, and to
make many of us under-
value the team that ac-
hieved it.

Depression is the only
word for the state of Kil-
kenny hurling as it appear-
ed during the spring. No
Ollie Walsh; no zest; no
eagerness to hurl. Water-
ford beat them in the first
League game, and that
didn’t make Waterford bet-
ter than a pale reflex of
fine Decies teams of a few
years ago. Tipperary went
to Nowlan Park, where
better Tipp teams had
either won the hard way
or hadn’t won at all. They
won this time, and with
some ease. Tipp's many
weak points were then ex-
posed by Cork in both

League and championship.
On paper, therefore, Kil-
kenny were a long way
down on anybody’s short
list for the All-Ireland,

It's now very plain that

Kilkenny at that stage
were simply not doing
themselves justice. The
great turning point was

Ollie’s change of heart. It
wasn’'t so much actual
saves or even long puck-
outs that defined his worth
to the team; just the mere
fact of being there at ail.
His personality was the
key, the sign that norma-
lity was restored.

For a player of his class
to hang up his stick in the
prime of his ability would
be as sad as a Kreisler
throwing his violin on the
fire. The impulse was un-
derstandable at the time,
but time is a great restorer
of balance and perspective,
and everyone will be glad
of the happier ending.

The up-turn in their for-
tunes began, It got little
notice because the eyes of
the hurling world were on
Offaly. These surprising
people, miles from Birr,
where they had some fine
triumphs in the League a
few years ago, beat Wex-
ford. The champions were
more than usually hit by
injuries and hadn't helped
themselves, in all proba-
bility, by attending Dan
Quigley’s wedding in large
numbers on the Saturday!
Their fate, as it happened,
was very like that of Kil-
kenny the previous year.

Now, if Kilkenny had
beaten Wexford on the
way to the All-Ireland, we
would have been thinking
highly of them. But a win
over Offaly, with due re-

spect to them, couldn't
carry the same prestige.
Nor did it. “Lucky to

escape Wexford”; such was
a common reaction. Beat-
ing London, who had a fine
goalkeeper in Barnaville,
and little else, was not re-
garded as proving a lot. In
that sort of game, the more
you win by, the less credit
you get.

By contrast with this
unexciting route the Cork-
men’'s path to Dublin glit-
tered with eye-catching
achievement. They won the
League, defeating Tipp at
Thurles and “taking” Wex-
ford with a flourish that
indicated solid merit. After
a temporary check by
Clare, they swept Tipp out
in twenty minutes of the
Munster final. True, a
scoring drought in the
second half raised eye-
brows here and there. All
the same, Cork projected
an image of youth and eag-
erness. They seemed to re-
spond like a puppet to a
cheering-section which wur-
ged and applauded like a

Sharing the bottle in the hurling final

well-schooled chorus. A
Cork All-Ireland seemed
to be already written into
the script.

The script unfolded on
schedule at Croke Park,
for a good twenty-nine
minutes. Only a mediocre
midfield was out of cue,
and this was overflown re-
gularly by the repeated
clearances of Gerald Mec-
Carthy, in particular. The
Kilkenny rear suffered al-
most as badly as Tipp's
had done at Limerick. Even
the goals were out of the
same mould, one a morale-
builder right at the start,
the other backing it up
nicely.

Had Tomas Ryan been
able to contribute as much

_this time — or had Coogan

let him — the Cork lead
would have been quite for-
midable, and not so wul-
nerable to the damage
done by Brennan’s lethal
blow. One’s feeling as Me-
Carthy and Cummins got
s0 much early room was

that they'd

surely give
Kilkenny a proper roasting

later on, when youth

should be reaping full ad-
vantage.

How wrong you can be!
And the start of the rever-
sal needs no detective to
isolate it. Of all the goals
scored in All-Irelands, can
any be regarded as better-
timed than Brennan's? The
psychology of it was per-
fect. The green flag waved
and then they all walked
off. Had there been even a
minute’s play left the
effect of the goal would
have been blurred a little.
But, as it was, Cork wall-
ed off with the daunting
realisation that only a
single score remained of
their seven point lead: Kil-
kenny were corresponding-
ly heartened at being so0
close in pursuit after all
their discomfort.

Through hard experience,
Kilkenny learned a few
seasons ago how to em-
ploy a proper proportion of

physical power along with
ball-play. This was parti-
cularly so in their attack.
This realisation was partly
the fruit of getting into the
same League group as
Tipp, and more frequent
games against them.

The grim and concentra-
ted way in which Kilkenny
first tied down, then dis-
heartened and finally over-
took Cork in the second
half was the same practic-
al policy in action again.
Ironically, the crude k.o. of
Pat Delaney only assisted
the “backlash.” It brought
on a surprisingly useful
Moran, and it raised the
rest to a pitch of cold re-
solve.

It was then that Kil-
kenny's “‘underground” re-
covery came to the surface
just when the call was
most urgent. We saw the
veterans in the last line
regain a certainty that had
seemed very unlikely in
the opening stages. Carroll
was superb, his stickwork
making up for a physique
less hardy than that of
Dillon and Treacy.

Henderson in the final
twenty minutes opened his
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O'GRADY

shoulders for long drives

that checked attack and
built it. Coogan'’s frees and
general play were a con-
stant influence, and young
Murphy took away several
dangerous balls in Cork’s
late raids. The solidity of
the Lalor-Cummins mid-
field had robbed Cork of
full dividends when Cork
were playing well; they
still held steady when the
trend had turned the other
way.

Keher's immense cool-
ness had also been a sav-
ing factor in times of
trouble, when his well-hit
frees kept his team within
reach. Now at centre-for-
ward, he recovered from a
few off-target shots to hit
straigh* and true when the
crisis arrived.

How the Noreside fol-
lowing relished the closing
minutes. They had suffer-
ed long enough. This team,
slow-handclapped out for
the second pericd by op-
posing fans as if being in-
vited out to face defeat,
were striding home for the
sort of victory that carries
extra satisfaction. The im-
mediate ambition, if an
outsider dare suggest it,
would be to do what hasn’t
been done since the 1932-
'33 era and put a pair of
All-Irelands back to back,

The coming of new men
like Murphy, Kavanagh
and Millea, who ought to
be better players with a
title behind them, promises
well. As for Cork, their
depth and quality of good
minors and under-21 play-
ers is sure to make them a
considerable force over the
coming decade., Justin Mc-
Carthy, who had to play
the role of unwilling TV
commentator, was a real
loss, perhaps more at mid-
field than at centre-back.

Irish Transport & General Workers®" Union

“ Ni Saoirse gan Saoirse Lucht Oibre

(Established January, 1909)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is the most powerful of Irish Unions. It is, in fact,
the greatest organisation in the country—witheut parallel in its record and its achievements,
ever been—and always will be—foremost in the battle for the uplift of the wage-earner.

Publishers of "Liberty Magazine,” "Fifty Years of Liberty Hall,”” “The Works of James Connolly,”
“Forth the Banners Go"' (Memoirs of William O'Brien), etc., etc.

BRANCHES IN ALL THE PRINCIPAL TOWNS IN IRELAND

Assets exceed £1,750,000

WORKERS OF IRELAND

The L.T. & G.W.U. has branches and sections in every part of the country.

Its membership of 150,000 includes workers in practically every industry and employment.
It is represented in the Dail and nearly all local authorities.
Its record, benefits and service are unequalled.

Head Office : LIBERTY HALL, DUBLIN 1
Telephone 49731 (10 lines)

MICHAEL MULLEN, General Secretary.

It has
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At the end of another playing year
David Collins takes a look at:

Paddy Doherty . . . gone

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

Coiste Contae

Chiarrai

WE ARE PLEASED TO AVAIL OF THIS SPACE TO

RETURN OUR SINCERE THANKS TO OUR PLAYERS,

MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OVER THE PAST

YEARS FOR LOYALTY AND ACHIEVEMENT ESPECI-

ALLY IN THIS THE YEAR OF OUR 21st ALL-IRELAND
VICTORY.

RELYING ON A CONTINUATION OF THIS SPIRIT
WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE KINGDOM STEAD-
FASTLY SERVING OUR GREAT ASSOCIATION.

WITH EVERY GOOD WISH TO ALL GAELS FOR A
HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW
YEAR.

NOLLAIG FAOI SHEAN IS FAOI MHAISE

HERE was a time not so

long ago when old
players didn’t formally re-
tire—they just faded away
or were forgotten about by
their county selectors. To-
day, however, all that has
changed, Now, every play-
er worth his salt ‘retires’
at least two or three times
during his career and the
really great ones announce
beforehand the day and
date when they will form-
ally take the step out of
the big time.

For this reasom, it is a
hazardous occupation to
start writing farewell mes-
sages to any G.A.A. play-
ers, but at the end of 1969
there are, at least, half a
dozen players of whom we
can say with a reasonable
degree of certainty that
their intercounty careers
are ended.

For me, the saddest fare-
well of 1969 is to Paddy
Doherty probably, the grea-
test score getter that the
game has ever known, Only
out of respect for my eld-
ers do 1 include the word
‘probably,” for I doubt if
the Ballykinlar man has
ever been surpassed in the
art of creating or taking
SCOres.

Doherty, who won three
All-Ireland medals, with
Down, will be best remem-
bered for his left-footed
scores. Usually these were
points scored after he had
apparently contorted his
body to evade a lunging
would-be-fouler, but there
was also the occasional
goal. In fact, in his last
competitive intercounty
game, the Ulster final,

Doherty sent his admirers
home with the memory of
one of his greatest goals.

As a person Paddy Doh-
erty was everybody’s fav-
ourite. While other Down
players got involved in
controversies of one kind
or another, Paddy ‘Moe’
as he was called, remained
the Down player who was
liked by everyone. In this
age of false modesty and
plastic sports idols, Paddy
Doherty was a man apart
from the mob.

Even in retirement, he
will always remain so.

The full-back position
has thrown up some heroic
figures in the G.A.A. down
through the years. It gave
us such colourful charac-
ters as Paddy Bawn Bros-
nan, Phil ‘Gunner’ Brady,
Jack Bratten, ‘Diamond’
Hayden and Nick O'Don-
nell.

The year 1969 saw the
departure from football of
another such figure in the
person of Lar Foley, who,
as full-back for Dublin,
was a man in the traditions
of the Fianna of long ago.
For several years, ‘the Lar’
was the inspiration of Dub-
lin teams, especially when
they played down the
country, in grounds where
the crowds were very often
bordering on the hostile.

Lar was fearless but
fair. In his time he was in-
volved in more than his
share of tempestuous goal-
mouth serimmages and
many a forward has rued
the day that he tried to
‘mix it’ with the Dublin
man. While many were in-
clined to classify Lar Foley

Departures .

as a ‘city slicker', nothing
could be further from
the truth, as ‘the Lar’ is, in
fact, a farmer in Kinsealy,
which is in north county
Dublin.

Dublin will find it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to
find a man of similar sta-
ture to Foley and all Gae-
lic fans too will miss the
flamboyant St. Vincents
man.

Whether you loved him
or hated him, you had to
admit that Lar Foley was
an outstanding individual
figure among G.A.A. play-
ers.

Another man who step-
ped from the limelight in
1969 was Charlie Gallagher
the Cootehill-born dentist,
whose name was synony-
mous with Cavan for the
past decade or more. Like
Foley, Charlie was also a
personality, who evoked
very strong love or hate
sentiments among the fans.

Even among his own
county supporters, opinion
was often divided about
Charlie, but to outsiders in
the main he was the fig-
urechead which kept his
county's prestige at a rea-
sonable level for many
yvears. Along with Gabriel
Kelly, Charlie Gallagher
had the difficult task of
trying to carry on the tra-
ditions of the great Cavan
team of the 19%45-'54 era,
since those two came onio
the Breffni team just as
Mick  Higgins, Gunner
Brady, Victor Sherlock and
other great players were
fading from the scene in
the middle *fifties.

Many a lesser player

THE DAY OF TH

ON the sound enough

basis that no one can
say too much about a good
thing I venture to add a
few words more to the
thousands written about
the day all Kerrymen were
privileged to feel 21 years
old.

BY SEAMUS de FAOITE

Youngsters shot up in
spirit to the 21 mark in the
life game and oldsters shot
back to meet them for a
day on level terms: the
murmur in the blood be-
came a shout.

Heads of all shapes and
types from egg to square
put all thought aside ex-
cept pride in the Kingdom
here, as distinct from King-
doms gone or the one that
is to come,

Indignant dignitaries

were riled by the referee
now and again and again
with short, sharp words of
reprimand: but they said a
prayer for him when he
blew the final whistle on
time.

The people who said it
wasn't a great game never
played football in a gale.

Din Joe Crowley's maj-
estic performance at mid-
field gave it the stamp of
greatness, gale or no; so
much so that when kids
down that way nowadays
are asked what will they
be when they grow up they
say — ‘Din Joe Crowley,
sir.’

O'Connell’s appearance
on the familiar ground
after all the uncertainty,
sparked off a storm of
cheering that cut the gale
down to size momentarily
and sent high wheeling
gulls to the Liffey in one

sweep.

High Kerry hopes soared
higher and stayed right up
there, until full-time made
even the highest hope a
mere redundancy.

Then the gale was blow-
ing unheeded over a surge
of Kerrymen that swept
their heroes shoulder high
to the stand like corks on
a tide in Glenbeigh.

And the Sam Maguire
never looked bigger or
brighter or more ready to
shine for the bonfires at
home,

From anthem to after-
math the fifteen players
looked what they proved to
be on the day of days.

I tipped a grey lock in
silent salute to three men
who came back from re-
tirement to add veteran
experience and example to
the youthful expertise that
bounded all about them:




A\nd New Arrivals

would have been drowned
in the mediocrity which
followed Cavan’s All-Ire-
lan@ semi-final defeat of
1955, but although the
county failed to win an
Ulster title for the follow-
ing seven years, Charlie
Gallagher still became a
nationally known figure.
Consistently high annual
scoring tallies showed him
to be a man of exceptional
class, but fortune never
saw fit to bestow even an
All-Ireland final appear-
ance on Charlic Gallagher,

Nevertheless, Charlie's
place in G.A.A. history is
secure, especially, if as

Charlie Gallagher . . . gone

BIG WIN

Culloty, Murphy and
O’Dwyer.

And it was fitting that
one of them, Culloty,

should captain the side: fit-
ting too that the Killarney
man had the game of his
life between the posts. The
man could stop bullets
without a wound even to
his pride.

The youngsters respond-
ed like the star pupils they
are. Paud O’Donoghue
looked taller and met the
dropping ball higher than
he ever did before and
Fitzgerald took several
strides nearer to greatness.

In the half-back line,
Mick Morris put no foot
wrong; Mike O’Shea has
yvet the meet the man who
can beat him while small
Tom Prendergast goes on
making tall men feel small-
er.

The half-forward line of

seems likely, he is the last
of the great individual
scoregetters from Breffni.

Another man who for
many years played the
role of heroic figure to a
poor team also bowed out
of intercounty football in
1969.

For a dozen years, Sean
Murray was an automatic
choice on the Longford

team, first at corner back:

and for the past five years
as corner forward. Like
Charlie Gallagher, he end-
ed his career without that
elusive All-Ireland medal,
and indeed it was ironic
that on the one and only

Griffin, Lynch and Eamonn
O’'Donoghue is one of the

best that ever wore jer- |

seys for the Kingdom,

O’'Dwyer was O'Dwyer,
can a man ask more? Glee-
son is there to stay for a
long time. And Higgins will
walk as tall as any man
he'll ever meet in or near
the square, or further out
if he's in the mood to
ramble.

But it was Crowley's day
at midfield in the master’s
presence. And when he out-
striped the footsteps of the
master, Mick-o was at hand
with the touches of un-
comparable class that have
made him the reluctant
legend of our time or any
other.

Never did a man say “Up
Kerry' with so many words.
But never did a man have
more reason ta. Up Kerry!

occasion that Longford got
within shouting distance of
the Sam Maguire Cup —
the All-Ireland semi-final
of 1968 — Sean Murray
was unable to play because
of injury.

This injury indeed, mar-
ked the beginning of the
end of Murrays intercounty
career. But Sean Murray’s
role in the rise of Longford
football is such that he
needs no medals to high-
light it. A forceful, domi-
nant character on and off
the field, he bulldozed his
way through the mediocrity
that for decades kept
Longford stagnant at in-
tercounty level. Through
his efforts, a more enlight-
ened approach to training
was introduced which re-
sulted in a National Lea-
gue title win in 1966.

Recently Sean Murray
took over as trainer of the
Longford team where, no
doubt his influence will be
felt for some time to come.

But while we will miss
watching Paddy Doherty,
Lar Foley, Charlie Gallag-

her and Sean Murray, there
are compensations in the
fact that 1969 also saw the
coming to the forefront of
several new personalities.
It is too soon yet, of course,
to do more than speculate
as to the future of the past
year's debutants, but Ill
be more than surprised if
these players don’t make
their mark in 1970.

@ Gene Cusack from
Crosserlough, the man who
already seems all set to
take over the mantle of
Charlie Gallagher in the
Cavan attack. A nephew of
former Cavan star Johnny
Cusack, young Gene has
class to burn and more im-
portant to the present
Breffni side, he has the guts
and determination to im-
plement his talents.

® Seamus Killough, the
young Antrim full-back
who dominated the 1969
Under-21 final. A really
polished performer, who
would probably be equally
at home at centre half-back
he has already made his

mark in senior intercounty
fare and also with Queen’s
University.

@ David Hickey, a ligh-
tly-built youngster from
Raheny who made his de-
but on the Dublin senior
team late in the vear. If he
can withstand the rigours
of present day football suf-
ficiently well in the early
stages of his intercounty
career, he could well be the
answer to Dublin suppor-
ters’ prayers for a high
class forward in the Kevin
Heffernan mould,

® Jim McElwee, an-
other recent debutant on
the Donegal senior team.
The Dungloe man is a cor-
ner back with exceptional
ability to mark star for-
wards completely out of a
game. He has already pro-
ven his ability on the tough
grind of the intervarsity
circuit with U.C.D. and
could well replace Gabriel
Kelly as Ulster’s most ef-
fective right corner back
before the coming season
is out.
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IRISH CENTRE

127 MOUNT PLEASANT, LIVERPOOL 3.

The Irish Centre has been pleased to arrange week-ends in Liverpool for G.A.A.

clubs from Louth and Tipperary.

Visits to Liverpool Cathedral and Aintree Race-

course, as well as Hurling and Football with the Liverpool G.A.A. clubs have been
iIncluded. Why not your club ?

If you think we can sell your goods, send samples and prices now!

CROC AN OIR

Is the shop for the promotion of Irish made goods of top quality in the Irish Centre

Enquiries : T. WALSH, Manager

Heartiest congratulations on yet another fine achievement and every success in the
future to Wexford — from ]

P. Kelly & Sons

Branches :

WEXFORD: Cornmarket. Tel 244. 'South M
GOREY : Main Street.
NEW ROSS : North Street.

ENNISCORTHY

SPORTS OUTFITTERS GENERAL DRAPERY

HOUSE FURNISHERS

Telephone 144.
Telephone 21466.

ain Street.

g

75 MAIN STREET, GOREY. Telephone 144

Tel. 705.

Specialists in FOOTBALL BOOTS, JERSEYS, STOCKINGS, HURLEYS, FOOTBALLS,
HURLING BALLS, Etc.
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THE FARM MACHINERY SPECIALISTS

J. R. PERRY
KILDARE ROAD :

Telephone 21272

ATHY

Before Buying FARM MACHINERY it will pay you
to ask us for a quotation

Keenest Cash Prices . . .

Highest Trade-in Allowances

FOR YOUR NEXT VICTORY DANCE . ..

contact

GALLOWGLASS
CEILI BAND

Enquiries to:—

PAT McGARR
MARIAN VILLA, BLESSINGTON ROAD,
T NAAS, CO. KILDARE

Telephone : NAAS 7269

GURTEEN

CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL & DAIRY SOCIETY
LTD.

*

Enquiries invited for Premium Grade Butter

5%

Prizes to all leading Shows and Departments.
Surprise Butter Inspections
*

Telegraphic Address: "CREAMERY, GURTEEN"
Telephone : GURTEEN (Sligo) 7
*

GURTEEN : CO. SLIGO

Old Timer asks for

OUND about now, at least so Central Council hopes,
football officials all over the country should be
availing of the ‘close’ season (if they have one) to
gather themselves into earnest groups figuring out ways
in which the football rules can be amended so as to im-
prove, at one and the same time, the over-all image and
impact of the game, and provide increased entertain-
ment for players and spectators alike,

A Rules Revision Committee, mainly composed of
distinguished players past and present, including a couple
who subsequently proved themselves top-class referees,
has already put forward a number of very valuable sug-
gestions for comment and consideration.

Players and referees are, of course, the ideal people
to suggest rule changes, but the people who may, in the
long run, be affected most of all by any revision of the
football rules are the very people who are likely to have
the least opportunity of saying what changes they might
like to see — the ordinary, honest-to-goodness specta-
tors.

And yet the spectators’ views could well be the most
important of all, because, in these materialistic days,
the cash customer is only too well aware that he is the
man who pays the piper. No matter how idealistic we all
may be, the sad fact remains that if, by some sad stroke
of fate, the turnstiles suddenly ceased to click, the
G.A.A.,, as we now know it, just would not exist in
twelve months time.

So, on behalf of all uncommitted spectators, I take it
upon myself, after standing, or sitting, on the football
touchlines for the past 40 years, to proffer a few ideas
on the changes I would like to see made in the football
rules. And these are, mark you, entirely from the view-
point of the non-participant, because in my playing days
I always felt naked if I found myself on a G.A.A. pitch
without a hurley.

Now, in the first place, the fundamental change that

David Collins Describes

SIMON DEIGNAN M.LLA.A. :
Auctioneer and Valuer

CHURCH STREET, FINGLAS, DUBLIN 11

WELCOMES ENQUIRIES RE PURCHASE OR SALE OF PROPERTIES
IN ALL AREAS

Educational Building Society Agent.

Personal Attention Guaranteed

TELEPHONE : 341117

MISSIONS
CALLING

Boys and young men who feel a desire to devote their lives to

God and souls as Missionary Priests and Brothers are invited to
write for information and advice to : :

REV. FR. LIAM O'SULLIVAN, S.M.A.,
Director of Vocations,
BLACKROCK ROAD, CORK.

“Adult vocations are today a new hope for the Church”—Pope Paul

Rule change:
paying

I would like to see in football is the complete abolition
of the toe-lift as we have known it for so many years. I
believe that the toe-lift, as at present practised, is the
cause of at least three-fifths of the far too many fouls,
which, at present, break the continuity of every compe-
titive game. Nor would I substitute the ‘pick-up’ since,
in any case, the difference between the toe-lift and the
‘clean’ pick-up is all too often minimal.

I would allow players catch the ball in the air, on the
hop, or catch it from a pass, but if he wants to ‘lift' it
off the ground, he must chip it at least knee-high. If you
have no more of this bending over, and almost stopping,
to toe-lift, you automatically cut out at least half of the
fouling from behind.

In addition, today, when many players toe-lift the ball,
the delay caused by the lift means that the player in
possession finds himself already covered off by one
opponent, if not by two, and likely as not the result is a

Two New

LAST September the spec-

ial committee set up by
the Central Council to ad-
vise on and submit recom-
mendations on amendments
to the present playing
rules in football circulated
some suggestions to county
boards.

The two of those which
had most appeal then were
the proposal to award two
points for every free with-
in 50 wyards of the goals
which was scored direct,
and the enlarging of the
square to the 14 or 21 yard
line. This latter move
would obviously increase
the number of penalties.

While we can always
speculate as to what might
happen if the rules were
changed, I went one better
and on the day of the
Grounds' Tournament semi-
finals 1 changed the rules
privately. In other words,
I kept the fact and figures
of the games on the as-
sumption that a) every free
inside 50 yards earned two
points if scored direct and
every free conceded inside
the fourteen-yard line
earned a penalty.

To refresh your memory,
the scores in those two
semi-finals were: Offaly
2-7, Mayo 0-13; and Kerry
3-15, Cavan 0-8, As luck
would have it, there were
less frees than usual in
both matches, but, never-
theless, some interesting
facts did emerge from my
little experiment.

In the drawn game, when
I totted up my figures, I
got a final score of Mayo
0-15, Offaly 2-8 — the dif-
ference being accounted for
by the fact that Mayo scor-
ed two points from placed

balls of 50 yards range or
less, while Offaly scored
only one such Kkick.

But had the place kick-
ing been more accurate the
result would have been
different again, as Mayo
had six ‘inside 50' frees
but converted only two,
while Offaly had five and
converted one. Had all
those frees been scored,
the final score would have
read — Mayo 0-23, Offaly
2-16.

Then we come to the
second part of my experi-
ment, the one which enlar-
ged the square to the 14
yard line. Well, this would
have made little difference,
since only one foul took
place inside fourteen and
this resulted in a 14 yard
free to Offaly which they
scored. We can only con-
jecture what would have
happened if Offaly had
been awarded a penalty,
but if they had scored it,
the final score would have
been Offaly 3-6, Mayo 0-13.

And finally, had the two
rule changes been opéra-
tive the final score would
have read Offaly 3-14,
Mayo 0-23, or believe it or
not a draw!

The Kerry-Cavan game
was a runaway, but if I
had my way with the rules,
Cavan would not have had
guite such a dismal day.

In the actual game,
Kerry scored 1-4 from frees
inside 50 yards, while
Cavan notched 0—3 in this
way. But Cavan had three
fouls ‘inside fourteen’ to
Kerry's one and had they
scored the resultant penal-
ties, the final score would
have been Kerry 4-14,
Cavan 3-5. However, the



to suit the
customers

free either against the player for overholding, or against
his opponent for pushing or obstruction,

Whereas, if the player on the ball knew he could not
toe-lift, he would have played the ball first time, thus
preserving both the speed and the continuity of the
game. Abolishing the toe-lift would also test the prowess
of wing half-backs in particular.

It is pathetic to see a half-back race out to a rolling
ball and, instead of planting the leather back deep in
enemy territory with a well-placed ‘grounder’ bend down,
toe-lift, dodge and turn round a couple of opponents, and
finally, if he is not fouled, send a looping kick down to
an opposing half back line, which he has allowed plenty
of time to cover off the gaps.

So out with the toe-lift for a start. It was illegal in
the early days of the Association, and the old-timers
were wiser in that regard than we are.

The next step after that must be the rationalisation of

number of frees inside 50
yvards was also heavily in
Kerrys favour, and if both
sides had scored all their
frees, at two points a time,
the final score would have
read Kerry 3-27, Cavan
0-19. No matter how you
loock at it, it would not
have been a very cheerful
afternoon for the Breffni
men.

But what if anything, do
all the statistics prove?
Firstly, they are not one
hundred per cent realistic,
since we can safely assume
that if the players were
playing under the revised
rules, they might not be
s0 quick to give away frees
inside 50 yards.

Possibly the most signi-
ficant point emerging from
this mini-survey is that the
basic results of games

Mick O'Connell .

would not be changed by
allowing two points for
converted frees, This was
a genuine fear held by
many people who claimed
that teams would play for
frees as a matter of tac-
tics, thereby doing away
with constructive open
play.

But if, as these figures
would indicate, the end re-
sult of games would remain
largely unchanged, with
two points going for frees,
then it improves the chan-
ces of such a rule change
being made at next year’s
Congress.

I certainly hope the
change is made if only to
teach our defenders to
take a positive approach
towards preventing for-

wards from scoring.

. . strongly disapproves of pulling down
tactics.

this hand-to-toe business, which, at the moment, gives
the footballer a completely unfair advantage over his
hurling brother. It doesn’t matter how good a hurler you
are . . . no referee is going to let you run the length of
the field hopping the ball from stick to hand and back
again.

Catch that ball more than twice, hurling friend, and
the whistle goes ‘tweet-tweet’. But, if you are a football-
er, you can run round Croke Park three times, hopping
that ball from toe-to-hand and no referee will do any-
thing, except make sure that no opponent fouls you.

That is manifestly unfair. Allow the toe-to-hander
catch the ball twice, and no more. That will end, for
once and for all, the vast majority of the solo-running
antics, and will force some of these players to remem-
ber that there are 14 other characters on their team.

As for the ‘pulling-down’ tactics of defenders, the
answer to that is simple enough. Double the size of the

A typical goalmouth scene
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present square, giving a ‘penalty-area’ of 30 yards by 10
yards in front of each goal — or perhaps some might
advise bringing out that penalty area to the l14-yard line.

Every deliberate foul or pull-down inside that area by
a defender should be punished by a free kick to the at-
tacking side from the present penalty spot.

Of course there is one present football rule that I want
to see strictly enforced. It is the rule which says: “Carry-
ing shall be taking more than four steps while holding
the ball.” For heaven's sake, when the rule says four
steps, four steps let it be, not five steps, nor seven
steps, nor even nine steps, as I saw one star get away
with in an intercounty match at Croke Park this sum-
mer.

Finally, let me say that I am very sceptical about the
advantages that so many people tell me will be conferred
on us by adopting a l13-aside game. In the first place,
such a move would mean a very serious reduction in the
number of people actually participating in our games on
any particular day — and it is the number of people
actually playing the games that must be the real yard-
stick of success or failure.

In the second place, has anyone considered how much
fitter 24 men will have to be to cover in an hour the same
amount of ground that is at the moment being covered
by 28? By my reckoning, each man will have to be 16%
fitter in future than he is at present if we are to see the
same speed and stamina in l3-aside as we have grown
accustomed to in 15-aside. And, believe me, 16% extra
fitness is an extremely high target to have to aim at.

As for this idea that, in 13-aside you can get rid of the
full-forward and full-back, and have lots of lovely open
spaces in front of goal, that just will not work in prac-
tice. :

Every team, human nature being what it is, will play
to its strength, and if it suits them to play a man in the
present full-forward or full-back position . ., . they will
play him there, irrespective of what number he wears on
the back. And no rule, old or new, can stop them.

Wouldn't it be a ticklish situation if we do go down
to 13-aside, and find Croke Park, some match-day, being
picketed by all those debarred full-forwards and full-
backs. As one who, a long time ago, had some slight ex-
perience of the full-forward position myself, I probably
would not only refuse to pass that picket, T might even
join it.

Rules in Action

THE PENALTY AREA ENLARGED
TWO POINTS FOR CONVERTED FREES

sANTHLE

Pioneers in Pre-cast Concrete System

Buildings and Products
have supplied pre-cast concrete bench seating at G.A.A.

Sports Grounds throughout the country. Economic,
speedily erected, BANTILE seating costs less and lasts far longer.

BANTILE Building Systems have been used also for the
rapid construction of many club pavilions, changing rooms
and social centres. So contact us now and we will be glad to
help you with your Sports Grounds problems.

BANAGHER TILES LIMITED

BEANNCHAR, CO. UIBH FHAILI

TEIL: 17
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AW BENNETT SANS-

It Was A Mixed Year For Hurling

F you tried to suggest, last October or November, that

Kilkenny would have had a big hand in the destination
of the All-Ireland championship in September 1969,
people would have thought you should have your head
examined. Nick Purcell, then Chairman of the Kilkenny
County Board, was reported as saying, after the heavy
defeat of his team in the opening League game against
Waterford, that he could not imagine where the men
were to come from, to strengthen a team which was
playing poorly, to say the least.

Who would have thought,
at that time, that the sea-
son ahead was to end with
one of the most satisfying
All-Ireland victories which
the county has had in
many a long day, and one
to be placed on a level
with the 1967 game in
which the Tipperary hoo-
doo was banished?

It could hardly be called
a vintage year for hurling,

because the finalists of the
previous year’s champion-
ship fell considerably from
grace. With the limited
areas in which the game
of hurling may be said to
prosper, it is a bad thing
if both Wexford and Tip-
perary simultaneously fall
from their best. This they
did. It might not have been
too surprising that Tip-
perary should lose contin-

uity with the streak of
greatness which seems to
have been unending for
some fifteen vyears; but, it
was startling that Wexford
fell away below the stan-
dards they had set them-
selves, and the potential
which they seemed to
pOSsess.

Tipperary, in the event,
did not show the decline

until the championship
began again, and even
then it was the Munster

final before the public at
large were able to see it

clearly. It was quite a
surprise at that stage,
whereas it would have
been accepted without

much comment had it be-
gun in the League. Instead,

Ifits Esso
it must

be good!

the League was opened
promisingly by Tipperary.
Still in the shadow of their
dispute with the Dublin
journalists, they put in
several wvery promising
displays without much
publicity. The promise of
several good players, how-
ever, was easily to be seen
at this stage.

Noel O'Dwyer looked a
wonderful prospect, first
at centre-forward, then at
centre-half back; he play-
ed splendidly right through
the spring and early sum-
mer, only to be temporar-
ily destroyed by being
asked to hold the vital
centre-back position in the
Munster final. 0O'Connor,
Hogan, Kelly, King, Lough-

aaaaa

b e
John O’Donoghue —
superb.

nane, Coen, and Seymour
all showed good form, but,
by the time the hard
championship grind had
arrived, the framework of
experienced players who
would bhave been neces-
sary to hold the side to-
gether had become skimpy.
Worse still, every one of
them had lost form: Doyle,
Keating, Roche, P. J. Ryan,
McLoughlin, Flanagan were
all less effective than they
had been previously. John
O’Donoghue was superb,
of course, but the burden

placed on him was too
great.,
There were internal

troubles in Tipperary, oo,
and throughout the season
the selection committee
was a source of discon-
tent, because of a lack of
agreement as to how it
should have been consti-
tuted. The final result was
a miserable performance in
the Munster final, which
did not do justice to the
county, and, indeed, only
gave Cork the false im-
pression that they were
unbeatable. e e
Theo English, no less,
has been loud in his find-
ing fault with the prepara-
tion of the championship
team, and with the re-
markable lack of the nor-
mal Tipperary spirit in the
fifteen. But, at least, it
will all help to make Tip-

perary think about the
future and warn them that
they must not expect to
find that new teams grow

automatically from o¢ld,
even in a ‘county like
their’s, which has never

tasted failure for nearly
two decades.

Wexford's case was less
easily explained. Here was
a team with youth and a
healthy degree of experi-
ence, which had swept with
irresistible power to the
All-Ireland title in 1968,
and which went progres-
sively downhill ever since.
There was as much con-
trast between Wexford's
win in the 1968 All-Ire-
land final and their per-
formance against Cork in
losing heavily in the
Grounds’ Tournament
semi-final in October 1969,
as there was between Kil-
kenny's early League form
and their subsequent win-
ning All-Ireland perfor-
mance.

A whole squad of Wex-
ford players lost their
touch completely, to the
extent that they were scar-
cely recognisable as the
men who thrilled thou-
sands a short time previou-
sly. On top of that, they
had a number of injuries,
the most notable of waich
must have been that to
Dan Quigley in the League
final against Cork. Up to
the time of the League
final, they had been less
than exciting, but, at least,
they had made progress
satisfactorily enough even
when not hurling to form.

Jim Treacy — always
sound.

The League final against
Cork may have been a
vital psychological test:
Quigley was soon lost, and
Buggy’'s substitution,
though a memorable per-
formance, did not entirely
fill the void either then or
subsequently. The suspen-

sion of John Quigley, and
the dual interest of some of
the players, through the:r
part in the football champ-
ionship, may have accoun-
ted for more of the decay.

Even then, Wexford were
obviously taken aback by
the strength of the chai-
lenge of Offaly, whose
further progress this year
was one of the noteworthy
things in the hurling scene.
That defeat seems to have
thrown Wexford into great
confusion, and the per:
formance against Cork in
the Grounds’ Tournament
lately was quite pathetic.
With Wexford, however,
you can never tell, and
they may be back as
threatening as ever next
summer.

Cork made some note-
worthy progress, as did
Offaly: Kilkenny were
transformed during the
summer; Galway showed
an improvement, though
not a sufficient one, in the
Railway Cup and in the
championship and in recent
challenges: Clare did not
seem to lose much, though
they still stand only on
the fringe of achievement
— the pattern of 1966 was
sadly duplicated for them
in the championship; Lim-
erick qualified for the
League semi-final by attri-
tion rather than inspira-
tion, and lost to Wexford
at that stage in an unat-
tractive match; Waterford,
still holding some of the
great veterans who did
them so proud, show that
their up-and-coming play-
ers are inadeguate to the
demands of the top-class;
Dublin played one promi-
sing League match in Cork
and were otherwise hope-
less; Laois struggle on, not
without some hope; Kil-
dare had a noteworthy in-
termediate  championship
victory; Kerry are still the
best juniors on the home
front.

In lesser counties, there
were interesting, if some-
what agricultural, perfor-
mances. Some skill, no
little enthusiasm, and de-
finite progress is being
marked in some of the
fringe counties, and even
those once considered be-
yond the fringe — Sligo,
Leitrim, Louth, for in-
stance. Equally, there are
some counties who make
no advancement whatever,
and the results of the Hur-
ling Plan must be declared
only partially fruit-bear-
ing.

EARL STREET

ALL MAKES OF HURLEY
Stockists of

All Makes of Sports Goods
Telephone 4718

R. Q. O’NEILL

: DUNDALK
SUPPLIED




New-Look Antrim Football Leaque

T was a new-look Antrim

football leapue that got
under way last month. For the
first time ever, there are seven
divisions and 87 teams taking
part. Forty-seven clubs are in-
volved., To complete this mam-
moth league, it will take 524
games and at least 1,305 foot-
ballers will take part. This latter
figure is, of course, the bare
minimum, as it can be taken
for granted that between one
and two hundred more will

play at some time in the com-
petition.

BY TONY McGEE

The Antrim leagues are or-
ganised by the South Antrim
Board and for the 1969-'7T0
season, this body felt that
something new was needed. In
an effort to improve senior
tootball in the county, the nine
best teams {in the executives'
opinion) were selected and put
into a new section called Div.
1A. This, unlike the other sec-
tions, will be plaved on a double
round, home and away basis.
The idea here is to give these
teams more games against op-
position of their own standard.

The remaining teams from
the opld Div. 1 and some from
Inv, 2 are now in the new Div.
1B.

In the other divisions we find
that most teams have stepped
up a division from last season,
with most of the newcomers
now in Division VI. S§t. Ter-
esa’'s, winners of Div, IV last
vear with 23 points from 12
games, and St. Patrick’s (Lis-
burn), runners-up to St. Ter-
esa’s with 22 points and also
junior championship finalists,
have both jumped from Div. IV
to Div. II. Div. V winners and
runners-up St. Columba’'s (MNew-
townabbey) and Russell's
(Holywood) respectively, have
been promoted to Div, IIL

Patrick  Sarsfield’'s, whose

senior team has won Div. 1 Antrim leagues.

honours for the past four sea- It is notable that entries
sons have made their own piece have also been received from
of history this year. They the Armoy and Glenariff clubs.
have become the first club to Hitherto, only hurling was
enter four teams in the South played in these areas, but now

the boys from the Glens are
anxious to have a go at the
big ball game as well. Their
appearance in the league should
help to injejct new interest into
the competition.

Even injured players can be of use to their team as Mick
Morris shows in the All-lreland semi-final against Mayo.

.
| SPORTS DOCTOR

1 NO- 1
KNEE INJURIES

Hveryone

fits

picture at ...

HOLIDAY CAMP
MOSNEY

into.the

At Butlins there's something for everyone.

While youngsters play parents have their own
well edrned holiday!]

Apply now for a colour brochure to the

Camp at Moshey, or 4/6 Trinity 8t., Dublin 2,
or, in fact, any Travel Agernt.

Brindley

Q.: Some time ago I fell
off my motor cycle and hit
my left knee off the road-
way. It was very stiff for
a while but after some
massaging it was okay but
still a bit weak,

Sometime afterwards 1
fell upon the knee during
a hurling game and it gave
way completely. An X-ray
showed that there was
blood in the joint and I was
told to rest for a week,
which 1 did. The accident
occurred about 12 weeks
aAgo.

A: The condition you
complain of is called hae-
marthrosis of the knee and
occurs when some of the
blood vessels of the synov-
ial knee membranes are
torn as a result of severe
impact on the knee and
causes bleeding into the
joint.

In a way it is a serious
form of the common com-
plaint known as ‘water on
the knee' and since you
have rested the knee for so
long now you should be
now doing exercises to
strengthen the joint again.

These should consist
mainly of straight Ileg
lifting with weights attach-
ed to the foot. There is no
reason why your knee
should not be perfect be-
fore very long.

Letters for Sportsdoctor
should be addressed to 58
Haddington Rd., Dublin 4.

For Books on
J\RCHITECTURE

BUILDING
CIVIL ENGINEERING

BROWNE & NOLAN
LTD.

DAWSON STREET,
DUELIN 2.
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Gentlemen:
When in Dublin visit
Europe's top salons and
have your hair styled,
MENS coloured, conditioned,
HAIRDRESSING etc. by one of our top
stylists.
SAUNA ROOMS Falling hair and
GYMNASIUM dandruff treated.
Toupees for Men.
Our undetectable
STILLORGAN toupees make you look

years younger.

SHOPPING CENTRE
Telephone 880121

For appointment "phone
our Consultant

¥ Mr. David H
PHIBSBORO e il
SHOPPING CENTRE hours 904911
DUBLIN

Trade enquiries
Telephone 306703 invited.

OTHER BRANCHES OPENING SHORTLY AT BALLYMUN AND RATH-
FARNHAM SHOPPING CENTRES Tu MEET THE DEMAND OF OUR
NEW CUSTOMERS.

Head Office: STILLORGAN SHOPPING CENTRE,
STILLORGAN, CO. DUBLIN. TELEPHONE 880121
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Best wishes to Tipperary in 1970

R0 §

The Premier Hall

THURLES,

Co. Tipperary

H

For Top-Class
PRINTING

why not try . . .

DROGHEDA PRINTERS LTD.
8 Bolton Street, Drogheda.

JIM FAHY

INSURANCE BROKER
MARDYKE STREET :

*

ATHLONE

For all classes of insurance — Consult us.
Specialists in Life, Pension and
Children’s Policies.

*

LOCAL MANAGER FOR IRISH PERMANENT
BUILDING SOCIETY

Also House Purchase

%

Keenest Terms available
Athlone 2935 or Gort 214

Tel.:
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Clarach Mac Eoin Looks Forward To—

Handball’s Greatest Year

THE‘. greatest event in the

history of Irish hand-
ball will be held next May,
when the World Handball
Championships will be sta-
ged in the new modern
ballcourt at Croke Park.
The championship will ex-
tend over a week, It is a
signal honour for our coun-
try, but it is only appro-
priate as handball origina-
ted in Ireland and there-
after was introduced to

other continents by Irish
emigrants,

The reason that Ireland
was chosen for the event
can also be attributed to
the diplomatic negotiating
ability of Handball Secre-
tary Joe Lynch, who is also
our representative on the
International Committee.
Joe, incidentally, was a
prime-mover in the initia-
tion of the World Champ-
ionships in their - present
form, back in 1964, and,
since then, he has been de-
dicated to promoting the
game at international level.

Rev. Bro, B. C. Murphy,
the President of the Irish
Handball Council, has also
been working extremely
hard to ensure the success

of the
ships.

An executive committee,
consisting of Rev. Fr.
Neville, C.C., a former Pre-
sident of the Irish Hand-
ball Council, Noel Hannon,
the Dublin Secretary, Joe
Jennings, a well-known
Dublin businessmen, and
Sean Clerkin, Dublin Chair-
man, has also been punch-
ing in the hours in finalis-
INg arrangements.

Of all our national games
handball has the most in-
ternational appeal. Compe-
tition is very much confin-
ed in both hurling and
football and even when we
do compete against opposi-
tion from the U.S.A. or
England, it is mainly com-
prised of Irish-born play-
ers.

Handball is different. For
instance, when teams come
from the U.S.A., Mexico,
Canada, Australia and
Ghana, it is unlikely that
there will be an Irishman
amongst them.

The game of handball it-
self should benefit immea-
sureably from the World
Championships. Many
young men and boys who
have not been aware what

World Champion-

a skilful and enjoyable
game handball is are very
likely to be attracted to it,
if they see any of the
World Championship
games on television.

Of course, the Handball
Council would be unable to
hold the World Champion-
ships were it not for tas
assistance of the G.A.A.
As soon as the Irish Hand-
ball Council was given the
go-ahead to stage the
championships, the Central
Council of the G.A.A. gave
permission for the erection
of a new handball court at
Croke Park. In addition,
besides making a sizable
financial contribution to
the cost of holding the
championships, the G.A.A.
has also agreed to act as
guarantor for the balance.

Unfortunately the G.A A,
clubs did not display the
same enthusiasm. The
World Championship Com-
mittee had hoped to ac-
quire a contribution of £3
from each club from a
country-wide raffle which
they organised, but the
raffle which should have
realised a profit of £9,000
vielded only £900. To say
that the Handball Council

COMHAIRLE LIATHROID LAIMHE NA h-EIREANN

WORLD HANDBALL
- CHAMPIONSHIPS

Next May Gaelic Games will get their first big break-through in the field of
international sport when the Irish Handball Council acts as host to the first

ever official world championship to be staged in our country.

Players from

as far away as Australia, Canada, Ghana, Mexico, America, etc, will be
travelling to Ireland to take part in the third official world handball champion-

ship.

This great honour which has been conferred on our country brings with it
many responsibilities if we are to ensure that the championships are an out-
standing success, and at the same time project a good image of our country.
In addition to meeting the expenses of promoting these championships, it is
necessary to build a new modern handball alley, with up-to-date facilities
capable of accommodating the many patrons who will be anxious to attend

these games.

This new alley will not alone serve these championships but

will be available for future use by the youth of our country,
The Irish Handball Council with its very limited resources, could not possibly
undertake such a venture unless it was assured of the full support of all

G.A.A. patrons throughout the country.

It is in this context that we appeal

for the generous support of all readers of THE CUCHULAINN ANNUAL, and

their friends.

Subscriptions can be forwarded to any of the undersigned.

Please make cheques and money orders payable to the Irish Handball Council.
All subscriptions will be acknowledged in the official souvenir programme.

sean Clerkin,
67 Kinvara Road,
Dublin, 7.

Joseph Lynch,
12 Goatstown Road,
Dublin, 14.

An Bra. Oirmh. B.C. O Murchu,

Colaiste Mhuire,

Parnell Square,
Dublin, 1.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
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World champion Joe Maher with, from left, J. L. Reilly fromer Chairman of the

Louth County Board and Executive Manager of GAELIC NEWS, A¥ O Muiri
and Louth County Secretary, Peadar Kearney.

has been disillusioned is an
understatement. However,
they are still hoping that a
change of heart may pre-
vail among the majority of
clubs in the Association.

It will be interesting to
see who will represent Ire-
land in the games. Joe
Maher looks the most lik-
ely singles representative,
provided he negotiates the
forthcoming trials. The
doubles position is much
more fluid, as each pro-
vince will nominate two
partnerships for  what
could be termed a minia-
ture All-Ireland. These
doubles trials should be
most interesting, as it is
likely that such talented
partnerships as the Mec-
Ellistrim  brothers from
Kerry, Molloy and Mc-
Govern from Meath and
the recently crowned All-
Ireland softball champions
Joe Clery and Paddy Lee of
Wicklow will be in action.

With the World Champ-
ionships so close at hand,
one tends to overlook dom-
estic matters to a degree
but a review of the All-
Ireland campaign just com-
pleted is appropriate at
this stage. The highlight of
course was Joe Maher's
double in the senior grade.
Willie Doran’s persever-
ance was rewarded when he
and G. Lawler, the former
star minor, captured the
hardball doubles for Kil-
dare. And Kildare emphas-
ised the healthy state of
the older form of handball
in the county by taking the
corresponding junior doub-
les _title.

Also prominent in this
grade were Pat Davin. (Lip-
perary), Mick McAuliffe
(Limerick) and the Dublin
partnership of Niall Cahill
and Pat Masterson. In fact,
Dublin had an excellent
season as Macartan Brady
and Matthew Williams won
two minor titles. The other
two minor titles went to
John Quigley of Wexford

who was also assisted by
his brother Noel, in the
softball doubles title.

An encouraging sign
during the past year and
one which should help to
popularise the game in the
future is the number of
floodlit and covered courts
which were opened during
the year — the latest being
at Cappagh, Co. Limerick.
Proof of the value of cov-
ered courts was shown
when the Loughmacrory
players, lining out in the

Tyrone colours, did so
well in the recent champ-
ionships.

And so the curtain
comes down on another
season. It will be a short
respite, however, as, in an-
other month, preliminary
games will be in full swing
for the World Champion-
ships. Let us hope that this
time next vear, we will be
singing the praises of the
three players who scored
an historic double for Ire-
land.

Handball Results
1969

ALL-IRELAND FINALS

ALL-IRELAND
CHAMPIONS

S.8.8. — I Maher (Lou-
th); runner-up — P. Mec-
Garry (Limerick).

SSD. — J. Clery and
P. Lee (Wicklow); R.-up —
M. Henry and D. Walsh
(Sligo).

S.H.S.—J. Maher (Louth);
R.-up — P. McGee (Mayo).

S.HD. — W, Doran and
G. Lawler (Kildare); R.-up
— P. McGarry and M. Mec-
Auliffe (Limerick).

J.S.S. — P. Davin (Tip-
perary); R.-up — M. Con-
way (Tyrone).

J.S.D. — N. Cahill and
P. Masterson (Dublin);
R.-up — V. Moane and P.
Bennis (Limerick).

JH.S. — M. McAuliffe
(Limerick); R.-up—J. King
(Wexford).

" JH.D. — E. Deegan and
J. Browne (Kildare). R.-up
— M. Fitzgibbon and W.
Myles (Kerry).

M.S.S. — M. Brady (Dub-
lin); R-up — M., Walshe
(Roscommon).

MSD. — J. and N.
Quigley (Wexford); R;-up
B. and M. O'Connor
(Kerry).

M.H.S. — J. Quigley
(Wexford); R.-up — M.

Walshe (Roscommon).

M.H.D. — M. Brady and
M. Williams (Dublin); R-up
— M. Walshe and M, Cos-
tello (Roscommon),

LEINSTER
CHAMPIONS

S.S.S,
(Louth),

5.5.D, — J. Clery and P.
Lee (Wicklow).

SHS, — .
(Louth).

S.HD. — W Doran and
G. Lawler (Kildare),

J.8.8. — P. Masterson
(Dublin).

J.S.D. — P. Masterson
and N. Cahill (Dublin).

JHS., — J. King (Wex-
ford).

J.H.D. — E. Deegan and
J. Brown (Kildare).

M.S.S — M. Brady (Dub-
lin).

— J. Maher

Maher



Cuchulainn Annual. Page 23

CAMOGIE COACHING HAS WORKED WONDERS

T a first glance, the most noteworthy fact about the
1969 camogie season was that Wexford retained the
O’Duffy Cup and the All-Ireland title for the second suc-
cessive season. But if you care to look a little deeper,
even more remarkable was the fact that, in winning their
second successive senior crown, the Wexford girls had
less than a goal to spare over Antrim in the final, and
only came from behind to snatch victory from Tipperary
in the closing minutes of the semi-final.

And remember in the other semi-final, Antrim were
almost pipped in the closing seconds of the game by the
girls from Galway.

Those results prove that there has been a general
levelling up of standards all over the country, and when
you consider the fact that in Leinster, Wexford have
little to spare over either Dublin or Kilkenny, that Tip-
perary are only narrowly ahead of Cork, and that Antrim
got a rare fright in the North from Derry, it is no won-
der that the Central Council of the Camogie Association
is looking forward to the ’seventies with complete con-
fidence.

I feel that the coaching courses initiated in Belfast a
couple of years ago, have had a great deal to do with the
new approach to the game in so many counties. Those
courses gave many players and officials an entirely new
concept of what training and coaching teams meant.
The spread of these courses south to Leinster and Mun-
ster during the past season, has proved very beneficial
at all levels and Dublin Board Chairman, Miss Nell Mc-
Carthy, and Antrim stars, Maeve Gilroy and Moya Forde
deserve tremendous credit for the work they have put
into those courses.

Dublin made history last Easter by holding the first
residential course at Gormanston College and had to
confine it to Dublin club members, because of the num-
bers who wished to attend from the rest of Leinster.
Cork, Roscommon and Limerick had camogie seminars,
while Kilkenny had two coaching courses, and Munster
had a gathering for referees.

During the coming season, such gatherings are also
planned. Dublin hope to repeat last Easter’s successful
residential course, and the U.C.D. club have fairly ela-

borate plans for a one-day seminar, on the Belfield cam-
pus, which will be open to all students interested in the
game.

And most important of all, the Leinster Colleges Coun-
cil has tentative plans for a comprehensive get-together
of all schoolgirls and schools coaches, who may be in-
terested.

Indeed, it is on the colleges’ front that camogie holds
the most promise in the coming year. The inauguration
of the All-Ireland colleges’ championship has induced
tremendous interest and the big influx of schools is going
to pose some problems of administration and organisa-
tion, In this respect, the setting up of an All-Ireland Col-
leges’ Council is a very timely move.

Angd it is to be hoped that two decisions taken at the
last Congress will be implemented during the coming
months . . . a competition for the vocational schools and
one for the various institutes of higher education.

There is already a thriving competition in the Six
Counties for the intermediate schools, which correspond
to our vocational schools, but although there are such
competitions in hurling and football, we have no similar
competition for camogie. It is long overdue, and it is
high time some practical steps were taken.

Just as pressing, if not more so, is the problem of
camogie in the post-secondary sphere. Almost since the
organised start of the game, the clubs in U.C.D,, U.C.C,,
U.C.G. and Queen’s Belfast have played a great part in
promoting the game. After all, the Ashbourne Cup is the
oldest existing camogie competition, but it is no longer
sufficient.

Dublin University, and the new University of Ulster
must be brought in. So must the teacher training col-
leges at Carysfort, Dublin, Limerick and Belfast, and the
physical edueation schools, in which, for too long, hoc-
key has had the competitive field entirely to itself.

These are problems that must be tackled and must be
tackled now, if camogie is to make progress in the
'seventies.

The All-Ireland club camogie championship once again
proved a most successful venture and attracted a far
more representative entry than in some recent years. In

HANDBALL RESULTS

the final St. Paul’'s from Kilkenny retained the title for
the second successive year by defeating the Munster and
Limerick champions Ahane.

Nine of the Kilkenny team had played in the 1968
final, while Ann Carroll set up the amazing personal
record of winning her fourth club championship medal
in five seasons, as she had been on the winning St. Pat-
rick’s teams from Tipperary in 1965 and ’66.

Since she also played on the U.C.D. team that won
the Ashbourne Cup and the Leinster team that won the
Gael-Linn Cup, it was a great year for her, but her re-
cord was almost equalled by her great friend, Jo Golden
who kept goal for U.C.D. and St. Paul’s and was a re-
serve on the Leinster side,

The camogie year ended on a most progressive note
with the formation of an All-Ireland Colleges Ccuncil,
which will be the supreme controling body of Colleges
Camogie.

The officers of this new Council are: Chairman, Miss
L. Spence (Antrim); Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Purcell; Sec-
retary, Miss M. Moran (Munster); Treasurer, Miss Cliss-

man (Connacht); Delegate to Central Camogie Council,
Mrs. Purcell.

MS.D. — J. and N. JSD. — V. Mpane and
Quigley (Wexford). : P. Bennis (Limerick).

M.H.S. — J. CQuigley JHS. — M. McAuliffe
(Wexford). (Limerick).

M.H.D. — M. Brady and
M. Williams (Dublin).

MUNSTER CHAMPIONS
S.S.S. P. MecGarry
(Limerick).
5.5.D. — P. McGarry and
M. O’'Brien (Limerick).

S.H.S. — P. McGarry
(Limerick).
SHD. — P. McGarry

and M. O'Brien (Limerick).
J.S.S. — P. Davin (Tip-
perary).

JHD, — W. Myles and
M. Fitzgibbon (Kerry),

M.S.S. — M, Aherne
(Kerry).
MS.D. — M, and B.

O’'Connor (Kerry).
M.HS. — M. O'Connor

(Kerry).
MHD. — M., and B.
O’'Connor (Kerry).
CONNACHT
CHAMPIONS
SSS. — M. Walshe
(Mayo).

VISITORS LIKE TO READ

why not have Ireland’s foremost

woman's magazine

Irishewoman’s Fournal

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR

LADY GUESTS.

S.S.D. — M. Henry and
D. Walshe (Sligo).

SHS. — P
(Mayo).

S.H.D. — P. McGee and
M. Walshe (Mayo).

J.S8.S, B. Colleran
(Mayo).

J.S.D. — B. Colleran and
M. Kelly (Mayo).

JH.S. — J. O'Brien (Ros-
common).

McGee

JHD. — M. Kelly and
T. Derrig (Mayo).

M.S.S. — M. Walsh
(Roscommon).

M.S.D. — M. Walsh and
M. Costello (Roscommon).

M.H.S. M, Walsh
(Roscommon).

M.H.D. — M. Walsh and
M. Costello (Roscommon).

ULSTER CHAMPIONS

§S8S. — 5.
(Monaghan).

S.8.D, — S. McCabe and
L. Gilmore (Monaghan).

S.H.S. S. McCabe
(Monaghan).

S.HD. — S. McCabe and
L. Gilmore (Monaghan).

J.S.S. M. Conway
(Tyrone).

J.S.D. — M. Conway and
H. Duff (Tyrone).

J.H.S. M. Conway
(Tyrone).

JH.D. — B. Moore and
K. Finnegan (Cavan).

McCabe

==

M.S.S. — A. Donnelly
(Monaghan).

M.S.D. — D. Sheridan
and M. Brady (Cavan).

M.H.S. — J. McGovern
(Monaghan).

M.H.D. — A. Donnelly

and J. McGovern (Monag-
han).

GAEL-LINN CUP

Winner: J. Maher (Louth).
Finalists: R. Lyng (Wex-
ford); D. Walshe (Sligo);
P. Sheeran (Offaly); M.
Walshe (Roscommon), M.
Conway (Tyrone), P. Mc-
Garry (Limerick), P. Davin
(Tipperary).

- NATIONAL LEAGUE
1968

Winners: Wexford (J.
King, J. Howlin, R. Lyng,
S. Buggy).

Runners-up: Roscommon
(P. Clarke, R, Doherty, P.
Hoare, G. Mahon).

TAILTEANN GAMES

Senior: L. Molloy and D.
McGovern.

Under-21 singles: P. Mur-
phy (Wexford).

Under-21 doubles: P. Mc-
Garry and P. Bennis (Lim-
erick).

Over-40 — J, Doyle and
J. Quigley (Wexford).

Under-14 singles: V. Har-
old (Kilkenny).

Under-14 doubles: J.
Barron and W. McCarthy
(Kilkenny).

Under-16 singles: D. Kelly
(Dublin).

Under-16 doubles: _ §.
O'Connor and D. O'Sullivan
(Cork).

ALL-IRELAND COLLEGES
Winner: M. B. O'Con-
nor (Tralee C.B.S.).

Runners-up: M. Brady
and A. Donnelly, St. Mac-
artans (Monaghan).

N. CAMERON & CO.

LIMITED
e

Specialists in ,.
ALL TYPES OF FENCING and GATES

Supply and Erect

LOCHRIN UNCLIMABLE STEEL
PALISADING

%

8 COLLEGE SQUARE, NORTH,
BELFAST, BT1 6BA.

Telephone 29633 (2 lines)

WHEN IN DUBLIN visit the

QUARRY HOUSE

and enjoy Luxurious Comfort, First-class Service and
Excellent Drinks

BALLYGALL ROAD E. (off old Finglas Road),
GLASNEVIN, DUBLIN 11

Telephone 342483 — Excellent Parking Facilities
All G.A.A. Followers specially welcome

MOVE SMOOTH

on Amoco Super Permalube

motor oils

and discover your engines true
performance

AMOCO (Irl.) Ltd., Long Mile Road,
Dublin 12.
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CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COISTE CONTAE DOIRE
We take this opportunity of extending our

sincerest thanks to our Members, Players
and Supporters for their great support over
past years.

Relying on such loyalty we are confident that
we can continue to make a useful contribut-
ilon to the Association.

Sincerest wishes for a Happy Christmas and
every Prosperity in the New Year.

Nollaig Shona d'Ar gCairde Uile
T. 0. MEALLAIN, Cathaoirlerch.

Cumann Luthchleas Gael

COISTE CONTAE AN AONTRAIM

The above Board through this medium,

extend to all players, members and

supporters sincerest thanks for loyal
support and help in the past.

With such dedication and loyalty the
Association will retain the place of
honour which it has always enjoyed.

With sincerest wishes to all our friends

for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.
NOLLAIG FAOI SHEAN D'AR gCAIRDE UILE

Cumann Luthchleas Gael

COISTE CONTAE
NA MI

We wish to thank our players and

supporters for their loyal assistance

during 1969 and we look to their

continued support during the season
ahead.

We extend to all our friends the joys
of a Happy Christmas.

NOLLAIG FAOI SHEAN IS FAOI MHAISE

COISTE CO. LAOISE

THE LAOIS
COUNTY BOARD

take this opportunity to thank all their
players, officials and supporters for their
great work during the past year.
We also return thanks to the “‘Gaelic
News'® for their coverage of our games
and wish them continued success in the
future.

L. O Braonain (Rdnai On.)

50 YEARS HENCE ?

Collecting for one year now from the tiny congregation
of Kidwelly, less than two per cent of the population
of the Borough, we have £200 towards our new church
to replace the asbestos building in use for 35 years
and rapidly deteriorating. Thus we should have to
wait 50 years to reach our target of £12,000 for a
modest permanent church. Please try to shorten the
impossible wait. Help us to dedicate a dignified
church to Jesus and Mary ?

CAN YOU COME TO OUR AID ?

Please send a donation to Fr. James Howard, Catholic Church,
Bury Port, Carms, England. The smallest help will be joyfully
acknowledged,

No Mass stipends please.
Leti s S e I R e e e e

HOSE of us who will be

reviewing the past
twelve months and pre-
viewing the years to come
in the light of the G.A.A.
in full, what kind of a
stock-taking will it be for
us?

first side to come of age
among the giants of Gaelic
football.

There were other stories
of success, like three new
provincial champions in
football but in perspective
the successes are outnum-
bered.

The standard of county
football in my humble
opinion reached an all-time
low, Since 1960 there has
been a general decline, but
there has been at least one
really good team during all
of that time. This year —
well, I have seen much bet-
ter Kerry teams fail to get
out of Munster.

One does not have to go
far to arrive at the cause
of this. Just take the down-

BY BRIAN GERAGTHY

A definite rise in the
overall standard of county
hurling with new faces
from Offaly and Galway re-
lieving the monotony, and
the standard bearers of the
Stars and Stripes striking
a blow for those who strive
to keep the game alive at
Gaelic Park on 240th
Street. That plus Kerry the

"WAITING For THE BREAKING BALL'
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WHETHER YOU LOSE,
OR WHETHER YOU WIN,
THERE'S ALWAYS A WELCOME

AT THE

GLEN INN

PETER BYRNE

MODERN PUBLIC and LOUNGE BARS

Off-Sales Department

THE SQUARE : GLENGORMLEY

GAELIC ‘GOBBLE-DE-GOOK’

"MAKING THE BALL -
PO THE WORK !

ward step to club fare,
so poor that soccer has
made unbelievable strides
in rural areas.

Various reasons  are
given for this most serious
of all declines. Poor ad-
ministration at all levels
of G.A.A is one, with no
respect for the club. Not
enough of games is an-
other, and the fact that
parochial loyalty which is
dying a fast death, is no
longer a saviour. Of course,
television has played its
part, with the majority of
those who make the tele-
vision and radio sports
panels prone towards soc-
Cer.

But whatever the reason
I say here and now that if

7

Ambrose D.

Howard

GENERAL GROCER,
SELECT FRUIT

and
SWEETS

5 Newbridge Road,
Ennis, Co. Clare

Telephone 21355

To really know

We Have Our Problems!

those who run the G.AA.
at every level do not really
get down to combating the
effects of soccer there will
not be any GA.A. to run
shortly.

And note that I have
never been pro-ban — 1
have absolutely nothing
against any game. But [
have always had too much
love for the games of the
Gael to think that just be-
cause they have not that
international flavour, that
they are not worthy. Hur.
ling is still the greatest
field game of all and the
Gaelic brand of football
has as many points in its
favour as any, and more
than most. Are we going
to let them die ?

i

Sauare Bac!

THE LONG BALL ;
DownN THE MIDDLE

MICHAEL

McENROE

KILLEIGH,
Co. Offaly
Tel.: Tullamore 24140

Where you will enjoy
first quality drinks in
homely and comfort-
able surruundfngs, well
laid out and spacious
lounge bar.

what's happening in the

G.A.A. world — read

Gaelic

each month.

News
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A FTER a lifetime of slumber, the G.A.A. in the univer-
#% sities and allied institutions finally, in 1969, ventured
forth into the big, bad world of open competition on a
regular basis.

‘And in typical G.A.A. fashion, no sooner did the play-
ing activities hot up a bit than the off the field activities
~also started to come to the boil. Last season several
non-university centres were included in competitions
at all levels and, in fact, the finals of two of the new
‘competitions, the senior league and the Eoin McKenna
Cup, were between non-university sides.

Then at last May's Annual General Meeting of the
Universities Council, the original body formed in 1967
to expand inter-varsity games, a motion was passed in
favour of confining the future activities of that body to
catering for the five Irish lay universities and St. Pat-
rick’s College, Maynooth, which, of course, is also a full
university. ;

This decision immediately evoked strong reactions
from the Non-university teams and it was only after long
negotiations that a workable agreement was evolved for
1969-"70 playing season. Briefly, it entailed creating a
new body to organise games for the non-university teams
“with the understanding that there would be co-operation
between the two groups, where feasible from the playing
point of view.

This meant that the universities which are, with the
exception of Maynooth, non-residential institutions and
the clerical and training colleges, which are mainly
residential, both had separate organisations, which could
take into account their peculiar needs.

Under this system, complicated though it may seem,
the overall objective of achieving G.A.A. prominence in
all of these institutions seems likely to succeed. The
Universities Council now caters for six institutions and
the non-university body for roughly the same number.

While the Universities and other higher education in-
stitutions will naturally make their greatest impact on
the playing fields, there are signs that before very long
they will also become the hot-bed of new thinking in
the G.A.A, Already there have been some indications
that these centres are preparing to adopt the traditional
role of universities in modern society — that of severe

[HE G.A.A. AND STUDENT ACTION

criticism of bureaucracy and ultra-conservative policies
and the taking of positive action to bring about changes.

The seminar held last summer in U.C.G.; the U.C.C.
motion to Congress last year and the same club’s intro-
duction of hurling protective headgear and the publica-
tion of a thought provoking regular magazine by U.C.D.
are proof that our institutes of higher education are pre-
pared to set the pace in the G.A.A. How far they would
be prepared to go in pursuit of their objectives or how
far they could go is another question.

In our universities, the vast majority of G.A.A. mem-
bers are highly critical and utterly dissatisfied with the
behaviour of the G.A.A. as a whole. For years the bulk

T
i

x

Two well-known university footballers who obtained
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BY DAVID
COLLINS

of these members have been -content to seek G.AA.
satisfaction within their college clubs, but in the future
they will not be content to do this.

The attitude of mind is growing among students that
if they are going to be involved with the G.A.A. at all —
and many of them decide not to — then they might as
well do something constructive to bring about the type
of G.A.A. which they consider is best. If enough stud-
ents are prepared to adopt this approach the G.A.A. as a
body would very soon feel the impact.

And that is why Comhairle na nOllscoil as the body
representing university students will play a major role
in the future of the G.A.A,

their B.C.L. degrees at

U.C.D. recently were G. O'Reilly (Cavan) right, and Benny Gaughran (Louth).

'YOU

CAN
REACH
THE

TOO!

The Hire-Purchase Company
of Ireland Limited

Carlow - 125 Tullaw 5S¢, Tel. 47248
Cork = 2 Soith Mall. Tel, 25377
Draghada - 5 Peter 5t. Tal. 8788

Dublin - 36{37 Lr. Baggot 5t. Tel 64617
Galway - § Eyre Square. Tel. 2048
Limerick - 82 O 'Connell 5t. Tel. 46217
Longford - 34 Main 5t. Tel, 6553
Waterford - 13 The Quay. Tel. 5439

HEIGHTS

With

are desperately hungry

be doubled

He isn't unusual; we are.

We expect to live to 70. The majority of
human beings will die before they reach 40.

One third of them from starvation, the
rest from hunger, malnutrition and the
diseases brought on by their weakness.

40.000 starve to death every day.

1,500 million men, women and children

present—and in 35 years that number will

Famine relief cannot begin to solve the

. e e
A R S

any luck,this boy

may live to 40. And never
have a decent meal.

it may be as simple as machete knives
to clear the jungle or as elaborate as a
whole irrigation system. And it all costs
money.

GORTA needs your help in continuing
to play Ireland's part in the great humani-
tarian crusade of the United Mations'
Freedom from Hunger Campaign.

GORTA is the official national branch of
the Campaign; it represents all classes,
creeds and opinions in Ireland, and it
urgently needs funds to continue helping
to solve what has been called the greatest

all their lives at

problem; worthy though it is, putting a few
meals in a few stomachs is no answer to a
catastrophe of this size.

There is only one solution: we must look
beyond the crises of the day to the harvests
of tomorrow, and help the hungry to feed
themselves.

By sending seeds and livestock and
tools and fertilisers.

By sending people to show them how to
use them.

By setting. up mode] schemes that will
replace age-old methods with modern tech-
nology.

challenge mankind has ever faced.
Whatever you give will be multiplied a
thousand times, as harvest follows harvest
and hope spreads from village to village.
Won't you help, by sending whatever
you can spare—today?

The Irish Matlonal Freedom I:‘mm Hunger Campaign.

Send your donation to Gorta, Aston House, Aston Quay, Dublin 2 or to Bank of Ireland, College Green, Dublin 2.
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PROVINCIAL
RESULTS

LEINSTER

(Senior Football)

April 27: Carlow 1-13; Wicklow 2-7,

May 4: Dublin 3-7; Laois 1-5.

May 11: Carlow 1-10; Wexford 2-7,

June 1: Wexford 2-9; Carlow 2-7.

June 8: Wexford 3-5, Longford 1-8.

June 15 (semi-final): Kildare 0-18;
Dublin 0-7,

June 29 Offaly 3-14; Westmeath 1-8.

July 13 (semi-final): Offaly 3-9; Wex-
ford 1-10. _

July 27 (final): Offaly 3-7; Kildare 1-8

(Seniﬂr Hurling)

May 25: Laois 5-12; Westmeath 0-1.

June 15: Offaly 8-10; Laois 2-5,

June 22 (semi-final): Kilkenny 2-20,
Dublin 2-6.

June 29 (semi-final): Offaly 5-10; Wex-
ford 3-11.

July 20 (final): Kilkenny 3-9; Offaly
0-16.

CONNACHT

(Senior Football)

‘June 15: Roscommon 2-12; Sligo 1-6.

June 22 (semi-final): Mayo 6-13; Leit-
rim 1-8.

July 6 (semi-final): Galway 0-8B; Ros-
common 0-1.

July 20 (final): Galway 1-8; Mayo
0-11.

August 3 (final replay): Mayo 1-11;
Galway 1-8.

ULSTER

(Senior Foothall)

June 8: Anirim 2-10; Donegal 0-14.

June 15: Monaghan 1-9; Armagh 0-8.
Cavan 1-9; Fermanagh 2-4.

June 22: Down 0-8; Antrim 0-4.

June 29 (semi-final): Cavan 2-3; Derry
0-9.

July 6 (semi-final): [}ﬂwn 2-15; Mon-
aghan 1-7.

July 13 (semi-final replay): Cavan 1-8;
Derry 0-6.

July 27 (final): Cavan 2-13; Down 2-6.

MUNSTER

(Senior Football)

May 18:
1-7.

May 25 (semi-final): Cork 2-4; Clare
0-5.

June 8 (replay): Waterford 0-15; Tip-
perary 0-14.

June 15 (semi- hnal} Kerry 1-18;, Wat-
erford 2-7.

July 20: Kerry 0-16; Cork 1-4.

Tipperary 0-10; Waterford

(Senior Hurling)

May 11: Cork 2-11; Clare 4-5.

June 1: Tipperary 3-18; Waterford
1-12.

June 15 (replay): Cork 3-8; Clare 1-4.

June 22 (semi-final): Tipperary 0-14;
Limerick 2-5. |

June 29 (semi-final): Cork 3-15; Gal-
way 1-10.

July 27 (final): Curk 4-6;. Tnpperary
0-9.

_All The Facts and Figures

~ CHAMPIONS
OF 1969

ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS

S.F: Winners — Kerry; Runners-
up — Offaly.

U-21 F.: Winners — Antrim;
Runners-up — Roscommon.

J.F.: Winners — London; Runners-
up — Wicklow.

J.F. (home): Winners — Wicklow;
Runners-up — Kerry.

M.F.: Winners — Cork; Runners-
up — Derry.

S H.: Winners—Kilkenny; Runners-
up — Cork,

I.LH: Winners — Kildare; Runners-
up — Cork.

Under-21 H.: Winners — Cork;
Runners-up — Wexford.

U-21 H (special): Winners — Kil-
dare; Runners-up — Roscommon.

J.H.: Winners — Warwickshire;
Runners-up — Kerry.

JH. (home): Winners — Kerry;
Runners-up — Antrim.

M.H.: Winners — Cork; Runners-
up — Kilkenny.

M.H. (special): Winners — Roscom-
mon; Runners-up — Kildare.

U-16 H. (average): Winners—Offaly;
Runners-up — Antrim.

U-16 H. (special): Winners — Ros-

common; Runners-up — Kildare.
CONNACHT CHAMPIONSHIPS
S.F.: Winners — Mayo; Runners-
up — Galway.
U-21 F: Winners — Roscommon;
Runners-up — Galway.
J.F.: Winners — Galway; Runners-
up — Sligo.

M.F.: Winners — Galway; Runners-
up — Mayo.

ILH.: Winners — Mayo.

J.H.: Winners — Leitrim; Runners-
up — Roscommon.

U-21 H (special): Winners — Ros-
common.

M.H. (special): Winners — Roscom-
mon.

LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS

S.F. Winners — Offaly; Runners-
up — Kildare. -

U-21 F: Winners — Laois; Runners-
up — Wicklow.

J.F.: Winners — Wicklow; Runners-
up — Meath.

M.F.: Winners—Wexford; Runners-
up — Dublin.

S.H.: Winners—Kilkenny; Runners-
up — Offaly.

LH.: Winners — Kildare; Runners-
up — Wicklow.

U-21 H: Winners — Waexford;
Runners-up — Kilkenny.

U-21 H (special): Winners — Kil-
dare; Runners-up — Wicklow.

J.H.: Winners — Louth; Runners-
up — Kildare.

M.H.: Winners—Kilkenny; Runners-
up — Dublin.

M.H. (special): Winners — Kildare.

MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS

S.F.: Winners — Kerry; Runners-
up — Cork.

U-21 F: Winners — Cork; Runners-
up — Kerry. :

J.F.: Winners — Kerry; Runners-
up — Tipperary.

M.F.: Winners — Cork; Runners-
up — Kerry.

S.H.. Winners — Cork: Runners-
up — Tipperary.

LH:: Winners — Cork; RunnErs -up
—_— GﬂlWﬂFﬁ

J.H.: Winners — Kerry.

U-21 H: Winners: Cork; Runners-
up — Tipperary.
M.H.: Winners — Cork; Runners-
up — Tipperary.

ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS

S.F.: Winners — Cavan; Runners-
up — Down.,

U-21 F: Winners—Antrim; Runners-
up — Down,

J.F.: Winners — Derry; Runners-
up — Down.

M.F.: Winners — Derry; Runners-
up; Tyrone. ;

LH.: Winners — Antrim; Runners-
up — Down.,

J.H.: Winners — Antrim; Runners-
up — Donegal.

U-21 H: Winners—Down: Runners-
up — Antrim.

M.H.: Winners — Antrim.

M.H. (special): Winners — Donegal;
Runners-up — Armagh.

RAILWAY CUPS
F.: Winners — Connacht; Runners-
up — Munster,
H.: Winners — Munster; Runners-
up — Connacht.

LEAGUE TOURNAMENTS, ETC.

N.F.L.: Winners — Kerry; Runners-
up — New York.

N.F.L. (home): Winners — Kerry;
Runners-up — Offaly.

N.H.L.: Winners — Cork; Runners-
up — Wexford.

N.H.L. (Div. 2): Winners — Kildare:
Runners-up — Westmeath.

N.H.L. (Div. 3): Winners — Louth;
Runners-up — Sligo,

World Cup (F): Winners — Kerry;
Runners-up — New York.

World Cup (H): Winners — New
York; Runners-up — Kilkenny.

Dr. McKenna Cup 1968 (F):
Winners — Cavan; Runners-up —
Pown,

Dr. McKenna Cup 1969: Winners—
Derry; Runners-up — Tyrone.

Oireachtas Cup (S.H.): Winners —
Kilkenny; Runners-up — Cork.

Wembley Tournament (F): Winners
— Down; Runners-up — Kerry.

Wembley Tournament (H): Winners
—Tipperary; Runners-up — Wexford.

Corn na Casca (F): Winners—Meath
Runners-up — Dublin.

O’Byrne Cup 1967 (F): Winners —
Meath; Runners-up — Dublin.

Sigerson Cup (F): Winners —
U.C.C.; Runners-up — U.C.G.

Fitzgihhun Cup (H): Winners —
U.C.D.; Runners-up — U.C.C.
Universities S.F.L.. Winners — St.

Patrick’s, Maynooth; Runners- -up —
St. J nseph s T.C.
COLLEGES

All-Ireland S.F.: Winners — 5t.
Brendan’s, Killarney; Runners-up —
St. Mary’s, Galway.

All-Ireland SH.: Winners — St.
Finbarrs, Farranferris; Runners-up —
St. Iﬂeran 5, Kilkenny.

Vocational Schools (F): Winners —

Tyrone; Runpers-up «— Dublin City.
Vocational Schools (H): Winners —

North Tlppemry, Runners-up—{}ffaty
CAMGGIE

All-Ireland (S): Winners—Wexford;

Runners-up — Antrim.

All-Ireland (J): Winners — Derry;
Runners-up — Cork.

Eddie Keher holds aloft the McCarthy
Cup.

All-Ireland
Finals Scores

September 7: S.H. — Kilkenny 2-15;
Cork 2-9. M.H. — Cork 2-15; Kilkenny
3-6.

September 14: J.F. (home) — Wick-
low 0-12; Kerry 1-8. U-21 F — Antrim
1-8; Roscommeon 0-10, U-21 H — Cork
5-13; Wexford 4-7.

September 28: S F. — Kerry 0-10;
Offaly 0-7. M.F. — Cerk 2-7; Derry 0-11.
M.H. (special) — Roscemmon 2-6; Kil-
dare 3-2.

October 6: J.H. (home) — Kerry 6-11;
Aatrim 2-10. J.F. — London 3-9; Wick-
low 1-12.

Cctober 13: J.H. — Warwickshire 3-6;
Kerry 0-11. LH. — Kildare 2-8; Cork
3-4. U-16 (average) — Antrim 4-9; Of-
faly 6-3.

October 27: U-21 H (special)—Kildare
8-5; Roscommon 4-5. U-16 H (average)
replay — Offaly 4-5; Antrim 3-7

S.F. SEMI-FINALS

August 10: Kerry 0-14; Mayo 1-10.

August 24: Offaly 0-12; Cavan 1-9,

September 14 (replay): Offaly 3-8;
Cavan 1-10.

_ S.H. SEMI-FINAL
August 17 Kilkenny 3-22; London 1-10.

N.F.L. SEMI-FINALS

April 20: Offaly 2-13; Donegal 1-3.
May 11: Kerry 2-12; Westmeath 2-8,
N.F.L, (home) FINAL

May 18: Kerry 3-11; Offaly 0-8.

N.F.L. FINAL
June 22: Kerry 0-12; New York 0-1Z.
June 29: Kerry 2-21; New York 2-12.
Aggregate: Kerry 2-33; New York 2-24,
N.HL. FINAL

May 4: Cork 3-12; Wexford 1-14.
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Rules That Hinder The Game

HE vear 1969 is as good as

gone, and it will probably
be remembered chiefly as a
yvear of few memories. Stand-
ards weren't particularly high,
and most of the decisive big
matches (except the hurling
final) were anti-climatical. It is
worth considering that 10969
may turn out to be the last
yvear for many features of the
pames which we have come to
accept.

Thé Rules Committee is at
work right now, and we may
look with hope to their find-
ings . . . let us hope, too, that
these findings will be listened
to and acted-upon — fast. Be- anyway, and backs seem to have
cause, as far as I can judge, been better at defending than
some of the playing rules are at just dragging their man
making more than their fair down, But the slowing ’sixties

gard that you actually hear
supporters screaming at their
backs to “pull him down!", as
a forward heads towards goal
. . . and the idea is that the
further out the foul is com-
mitted the better, since points
are that much harder to kick.
And anvyway a point against
you is better than the poal that
might have been.

But it's here that the think-
ing is wrong, because a point
against vou is not better, but
less bad — and there's the
negative side of it. In the fab-
ulous ‘fifties it didn't seem to
matter; the customers came

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COISTE CONDAE LONGFOIRT

The Chairman and officers of above Coiste
extend best wishes to all our members, play-
ers and supporters for a very Happy Christ-
mas, with success and prosperity in New
Year.

Is mise,
SEAN O'DONNGHAILE,
Runai.

To be really informed on all G.A.A.

affairs you must read:—

Gaelic News

each month

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COISTE CONDAE ROS COMAIN

To G.A.A. members everywhere, and all our
members, players and supporters in parti-
cular, we send heartiest Christmas Greetings

and best wishes in all their efforts throughout
the New Year.

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COISTE CONDAE CILL MAINTAIN

Thanks to all our members, players and
supporters and in particular to our All-Ireland
Junior Football Champions (Home) for our
success.

We face the future with confidence in our

great Association and the contribution we
shall make.

Wishing all a very Happy Christmas and
every success in the years to come.

S. MacNIOCAILL, Runai.

D e

share of contribution to the showed us that there are people
alarming drop in interest in the of discernment about who will
games. not. pay money to see this

I'm thinking now of football mauling masquerading as foot-
particularly. This is not the first ball, and the swinging 'seven-
time lately that I've said that 1 ties will need to offer more
am sick, sore, tired and sorry than mere swinging out of a

with teams that do nothing forward.

about defending their goals ex- A Point is a Point

cept that most negative and What's the solution? Not
soul-destroving foul known as awarding two points for a

the “pull-down."” Our thinking

fourteen-yards free . . . a point
has gone so crooked in this re-

should be still a point. Not a

Every county team has its unofficial handymen who

stick with the county through thick and thin. Such a

man is Sonny Galligan, pictured here at one of Cavan’'s

training sessions in Breffni Park before the All-lIreland
semi-final.

‘DRIPSEY’

THE NAME THAT DENOTES QUALITY

TWEEDS
BLANKETS

RUGS
CURTAINING

and

UPHOLSTERY FABRICS
*

Representatives :

DUBLIN : M. S. Corcoran, 31 Marlborough Street.
MUNSTER : P. O'Kelly & Son, 15 Princes Street, Cork.

send-off penalty for persistent
offenders, since that would be
impossible to administer fairly
and would tempt forwards to
“buy’ frees instead of plaving
the ball. No, the only answer
to this one must come from
plavers themselves, and frankly
I'm not optimistic . . . you've
only got to listen to supporters
(ves, and officials) to realise
that a back not getting in on
the pull-down act, when in
trouble, would scon be in
worse trouble.

Maybe the enlarging of the
square would help. Certainly
the awarding of more penal-
ties would enliven the game,
but 1 think backs would get
cute fast enough and we'd see
less  of the thumping and
blocking around goalmouths
that at the moment leads freq-
uently to fists and boots flying
at. more than the ball. The
present small square makes for
tight close play that is not en-
tertaining . . and the cash
customers want entertainment,
remember?

Another thing the Rules
Committee is said to be con-
sidering is a switch to thirteen-
a-side. It might be a good idea
all right, but I can't see any
benefit in it, unless the square
is enlarged and the "square-
ball” rule is applied properly.
As for the pick-up, I'd do away
with it altogether . . . those
who can’'t do it properly only
slow-up the game and cause
scrambles of the most un-
seemly nature,

How many times have you
seen a forward bend to pick up
a ball inside a square, when all
he had to do was look at the
thing and it would have gone
into the net? But there comes
the old whine: “But the pick-
up is a basic skill of the game

1" All right, fair enough,
you're guite correct, you never
gajd a truer word. But another
basic skill was the hand-pass,
and where, my friends, is that
these days?

More open Play

Talk of the hand-pass re-
minds me of the very large
number of older players and
ex-players who have told me
that they'd like to see it back;
with the extra fitness of today,
they claim, it would make the
game far more open, and there-
fore far more entertaining to
play and watch, and, of course,
far cleaner.

And let us all make one good
resolution at least for 1970: to
make the lives of referees a
little easier. They are unpaid
{(and un-thanked) voluntary
officials who are, I'll swear, do-
ing their level best to be fair
to all. I have never yet seen a
referee in a game of any im-
portance give a deliberate
wrong decision, I have, of
course, seen them make mis-
takes, but then I make mis-
takes, too, and I've a feeling
you're not always perfect yvour-
self,

In return, would referees do
this much for us — apply the
rules regarding tackling far
more strictly? I've said this be-
fore, too, that 28 man with the
ball is liable to be hit with
nearly anything and that this
doesn’'t encourage anyone (o
try and play good football. Why
should they, when the other
stuff pays better?

The answer to my grumble
may be that if the ref. blew
for everything, there would be
no play at all. This is nonsense,
players are not stupid, and two
or three whistles for abrasive
tackling would teach them how
things stood.

Looking back over all this,
I'm afraid that it contains a lot
of grumbles, but I sincerely feel
that now is the time to act, and
act decisively, while we still
have a game to grumble about.

No grumbles about this final
wish, I hope . . . a very happy
Christmas and an even happier
New Year, particularly to those
who have read as far as this.
You deserve something for your
patience.

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COISTE CONDAE ATH CLIATH

We take this opportunity of thanking all
our members, players and supporters for

loyalty over the years.

To one and all we send best wishes for a
very Happy Christmas and success in the

New Year.

Cumann Luthchleas Gael

COISTE CONTAE
LIATROMA

This opportunity is availed of to extend
sincere wishes to our players, mem-

bers and

supporters

for a Happy

Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

We also wish to thank all concerned for

‘their loyal support in the past and hope

to have it in the years ahead, so that our
efforts may be successful.
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Jack Donnelly sends over the bar.

A Fine Year

0 names dominate the intercounty scoring achieve-

ments of 1969 — Jimmy Doyle and Paddy Doherty
. « « the Tipperary hurler for one of the most noteworthy
records of all time, and the Down footballer, not for
any outstanding high-scoring feat, for a change in a
wonderful career, but for his farewell from the match-
winning art of making and taking of scores.

Doyle put the outstand-
ing achievement into the
record book in the Naton-
al League semi-final with
Cork, at Thurles, in April.
He scored 1-2 in that game
to bring his record as a
senior to exactly 1,000
points — the first hurler
or footballer to reach this
impressive high-point. His
actual score then stood at
105 goals and 685 points.

The Thurles sharp-
shooter took almost twelve
years to reach that figure,
although it must be rem-
embered that an injury
sustained in mid-1966 kept
him on the sideline for 13
months, and that he was
again out of hurling for
some months after going
off with an injury during
the 1968 All-Ireland final.

But for those spells of
inactivity, Doyle would
undouhtedly have reached
the 1,000 points peak ear-
lier, for his match average
is a truly wonderful one oi

Edenderry Livestock Mart Ltd.

Cattle and sheep sales every Thursday

Second ring now in operation for sale of cows (Dry and Milch) and Calves

new extensive sheep yard with weighbridge.

New extensive covered lairage for cattle with feeding provided

ORDER OF SALE

Ring No. 1 Commencing at 10.30 a.m. with Beef and forward Stores.

Ring No. 2 Cows — Dairy and dry at 12 noon followed immediately

1.00 p.m. (approx.) with calves (sucks & weanlings)

Sheep Sale commencing at 1.00 p.m.

Telephone Edenderry 162 and 164

SEIRBHIS BAINCEIREACHTA

NUA - AOISEACH

BANC na MUMHAN & LAIGHEAN
TEORANTA

I gCOMHAIR RIACHTANAIS |

®

EIREAN LAE INNIU

BUNAITHE IN EIRINN

Ball den Chomhar-Ghasra de Bhainc Eireannacha

6.25 points. And he scored
in all but four of the 160
games he took to compile
this outstanding total.
The Tipperary man's
best score for a full year's
campaign is 10-87 (117
points) in 17 games in
1964, which also ranks as
the Munster record. That
points total of 87, as dis-
tinct from goals and points
combined, ranks also as
the record in this regard
for one year’s campaign.
Doherty, of course, has
been a consistent rival of
Doyle’s in the intercounty
scorers’ chart. His total of
1397 (136 points) in 24
games in 1960 ranks as the
Ulster record, and it 1s
also the second best in
football. Leading the way
is. Mickey Kearins (Sligo)
with 2-135 (141 points), in
24 engagements, in 1968.
The Down sharpshooter
made his last intercounty
appearance in a challenge
game with Galway at
Croke Park in August, in
aid of the Northern Relief
Fund. It was a brilliant
farewell by the Ballykinlar

A GOOD

HE past year has been a

wonderful one for the
N.A.C.A. What gave most satis-
faction during 1969 was the
amount of competition provid-
ed for the athletes right through
the year.

The All-Ireland junior cross-
country championships were
held in Newry and here it is
apprapriate to commend Stan-
ley Smith for his efficient or-
ganising of the championships.
The N.AC.A. are also grateful
to St. Colmans College, Newry,
for kindly allowing the champ-
ionships to be staged on their
grounds.

The All-Ireland senfor and
vouths' cross-country champ-
ship, which attracted a large
entry, were held at Ballytarsna,
Cashel, Co. Tipperary. Clare
scored a double in these cham-
pionships.

The track and field season
got off to a fine start on the
first Sunday in May when a
keenly contested sports was
held at Riverstick, Co. Cork.
Other outstanding meetings
were held at Killarney, Clonmel,
Listowel, Ballydaly, Kinsale,
Shillelagh, Shaneglish, Iveagh
Grounds, Dublin, BEallinspittle,
Millstreet, Summerhill, Scurlog-
stown, Olympiad, Ballaghader-
reen, St. Marys Clare, Bally-
boughhill and, of course, not
forgetting the sports which
were held in Battersea Park,
London, on August 24. Athletes
from Birmingham, Liverpool,
London, Galway, Cork, Tipper-
ary, Meath and Dublin took
part in this meeting.

Proof of the popularity of the
N.A.C.A. was evidenced in one
week-end in August when ten
sports meetings ‘were held
throughout the country.

Following are the results of
the All-Ireland champlonships.

All-Ireland senior Cross-
country:

Team — 1, Clare; 2, Cork; 3,

ace . . . a top-class display,
in which he turned on yet
again the matchless quali-
ties that kept him one of
the game's greatest match-
winners for so long. He
shot one goal and three
points.

Those scores brought
Doherty’s figures to 73
goals and 703 points —
(922 points) from 195
games. This works out at
4.72 points a match. He
failed to score in only
four outings. But for the
fact that he was out of
football in 1967 — Down
had 19 games that year,
Doherty might well have
gone close to that magical
1,000 points total.

The only other player in
this elite company is Eddie
Keher. The Kilkenny hurler
had a doubly memorable
day in the All-Ireland
semi-final win over Lon-
don, in which he scored
0-12. That brought his re-
cord as a senior to 109
goals and 628 points (955
points) in 162 hours, and
he went on to add to that

score in the following
months.

In the first half of the
year, there was a great
struggle between Cyril
Dunne and Mickey Kearins
for ranking as the first
Connacht man to break
600 points. The Galway
footballer eventually made

London.

Individual — 1, A, Bradley
(I.ondon); 2, J. O'Brien (Cork);
3, ¥.. Webb (Cork).

All-Ireland junior Cross-
country:

Team = 1, London; 2, Cork;
3, Tipperary.

Individual — 1, T. Hardiman
(London); 2, M. McDonagh
(London); 3, T. Ryan (London).

All-Ireland youths Cross-
country:

Team — 1, Clare; 2, Cork; 3,
Tipperary.

Individual — 1, C. Maher
(Tipperary); 2, J. Egan (Kerry);
3, M. O'Sullivan (Kerry).

All-Ireland ladies c¢ross-coun-
try:

Team — 1, Tipperary; 2, Cork
and Clare tied.

Individual — 1, B, Leaney
(Tipperary).

All-Ireland senior track and
field championships 1969:

100 metres — 1, 5. Horan
{(Mullingar A.C.), 11.1 secs.; 2,
G. Keneally (Millstreet); 3, B.
Delaney (Ballymore).

200 metres — 1, B, Mooney
(Ballinabrackey A.C.), 23.3 secs.;
2, G. Keneally (Millstreet); 3,
5. Horan (Mullingar).

400 metres — 1, 5. Fitzger-
ald (London), 51.2 secs.; 2, G.
Greaney (Killarney); 3, B. Moo-
ney (Ballinabrackey).

800 metres — 1, S. Fitzgerald
1 min. 58.5 secs.; 2, W. Neenan
(Millstreet); 3, N. O'Sullivan
(Killarney).

1,500 metres - 1, W. Keane
(St. Johns A.C.), 3 mins. 53.7
secs,: 2, W. Neenan (Millstreet);
3, N. O'Sullivan.

2 miles — 1, W. Keane; 2,
M. O'Connor (London); 3, J.
(O’Brien (Ballymore).

3 miles — 1, W. Keane: 2,
J. O'Brien.

5,000 metres — 1, W. Keane;
2, J. O'Brien; 3, W. Neenan
(Rising Sun).

15 mile road champlionship —
1, W. Keane; 2, J. O'Brien; 3,



Spare.

At Killarney on June 1,
Dunne helped himself to
1-3 in a Collins Cup game
with Kerry to bring his
score to 36-495 (603
points), in 155 matches. On
June 15, a score of 0-3 aga-
inst Roscommon, in the
Connacht championship, at
Sligo, left Kearins with

" 16-553 (601 points) from

113 tests. So, although
edged out of the distinct-
ion of being Connacht’s
pace-setter, the Sligo man
still had, by far, the better
match average (5.31 points),
as against Dunne’s 3.89
minors.

In 1966, Jack Donnelly
had the tantalizing exper-
ience of failing by a mere
two points to establish a
new Kildare county foot-
ball record, when he scor-
ed 0-74 in 20 games, a per-
sonal best to then. The
top score then stood to the
credit of Kieran O’Malley,
at 5-60 (75 points), in 14
games, in 1959.

The hastily - arranged
Kerry-Kildare challenge, as
a curtain-raiser to the
drawn Offaly-Cavan semi-
final, saw Donnelly finally
make it. In the rain that
August day at Headquar-
ters, he pointed five times
to leave the pitch with 2-

W. Neenan (Rising Sun).

Decathlon — 1, P. J. Fitz-
patrick (Guinness), 4,878 points;
2, D. McCarthy (Dundrum),
4,752 pts.; 3, J. Kelly (Dun-
drum), 4,360 pts.

Marathon — 1, J. Hughes
(Bros. Pearse); 2, M. Ryan (Lon-
don): 3, J. Fox (Bros. Pearse).
FIELD EVENTS:

Long Jump — 1, L. Buckley
(Ballydaly), 20 ft. 6} ins; 2, L
Cullinane (Killarney), 20 ft.; 3,
S. Burke (Old Abbey, Cork), 19
ft. 6 ins.

High Jump — 1, M. Spillane
(Killarney), 5 ft. 9 ins.; 2, D.
McCarthy (Dundrum), 5 ft. 8
ins.; 3, W. Brady (Tracton) and
T. McNamara (Millstreet) tied.

e

Members of the N.A.C.A. Executive — from left, Paddy Crehan P.R.O.; J. J.

For The

it with just three weeks to

71 (77 points) to his name
after 15 games. His aver-
age was close to O'Malley’s
in that 1959 campaign —
5.13 points to O’Malley’s
5.35 points in that run
some ten years ago.

Another early county re-
cord-maker was  Sean
Woods. In 1968, he pushed
the Monaghan football
peak of 3-30 (39 points),
in nine games by Gerry
Fitzpatrick in 1965, up to
2-37 (43 points) in 12 out-
ings. In the first half of
1969, Woods was in even
more dynamic sharp-shoot-
ing form. In the Ulster
semi-final with Down, at
Armagh, in early July, he
scored a goal from a pen-
alty, and raised five white
flags. That was only his
eighth game of the year,
and earned him a score of
4-33 (45 points) — a new
record, then, at the fine
match total of 5.62 points.
Both Donnelly and Woods
have improved on those
fisures in the meantime.

Among the younger brig-
ade, Charlie McCarthy was
a bright light. He set up
some spectacular scoring
barrages, and in the All-
Ireland final, his score of
1-6 set him striding out
firmly on the road to his
300th point, That was the
54th senior outing for the
Cork hurler, and earned

Triple Jump — 1, L. Buckley
(Ballydaly), 44 ft.; 2, P. Nugent
(Liberties), 42 ft. 6 ins.; 3, D.
MeCarthy, 41 ft. 10 ins.

16 1bs. Hammer — 1, P. Cre-
han (Guinness), 152 ft. 3 ins.;
2, L. Poynton (Mullingar),
135 ft. 11 ins.; 3, J. Con-
roy (Boardsmill), 126 ft. 6 ins.

16 lb. Shot — 1, B. Walsh
(Birmingham), 40 ft. 2 ins.; 2,
D. Slattery (Killarney), 39 ft.
8! ins.; 3, L. Poynton, 33 ft. 2
ins.

Discus — 1, D. Slattery, 130
ft. 6 ins.; 2, L. Poynton, 123 ft.
4! ins.; 3, B. Walsh 117 ft. 10
ins.

Throwing 35 lbs. weight — 1,
P. Crehan, 53 ft. 3 ins.; 2, L.

arksmen

him 37-93 (204 points), at
the rate of 3.77 points an
hour.

It was a great year for
Wexford football — and
Jack Berry. The county’s
aqce score-getter in recent
years, and holder of the
Wexford record at 7-28 (49
points) in eight games, in
1968, he earned the proud
rating of being the first
Slaneysider in modern
times to top the Leinster
championship chart. In four
games, he scored 2-20 (26
points), at the wonderful
match average of 6.50
points.

One of the most decisive
wins of the year was sCOrI-
ed by Offaly footballers on
March 9. They beat Kil-
kenny in a senior challenge
game at Kilkenny by 27
points — 5-16 to 1-1. That
afternoon, too, Kildare had
26 points to spare over
Waterford (6-11 to 0-3), at
Droichead Nua, in a Nat-
ional Football League tie.
Kildare also figured in one
of the most clear-cut foot-
ball wins since 1955, back
in 1963, when they trounc-
ed Carlow by 9-7 to 1-1 in
the League at Athy — a
winning margin of 30
points.

In the premier grade of
hurling, Laois beat West-
meath by 26 points (5-12
to 0-1)

in the Leinster

Poynton, 47 ft. 8 ins.; 3, G.
Conroy, 46 ft. 7 ins.

56 Ib. for distance — 1, G.
Connell (Marian, Clare), 26 ft.
3 ins.: 2, K. Molloy (Schull),
25 ft. 6 ins.; 3, D. Prenderville
(Killorglin), 25 ft. 3 ins.

56 lb. over bar — 1, D, Pren-
derville, 12 ft. 11 ins.; 2, T.
Brady (Tracton), 12 ft. 5 ins.;
3, G. 0'Connell.

LADIES EVENTS:

100 metres — 1, E. Hallinan
(Newecastle), 13.2 secs.; 2, J.
Rice (Tracton), 3, V. O'Keeffe
(Newcastle).

1500 metres — 1, 5. O’Keeffe
{Newcastle), 4 ming 50.2 secs.;
2, 1. Rice; 3, U. O'Dwyer (Tip-
perary).

------

McCormack, Treasurer; E. P. Stanley, President, and Brendan Lynch, Secretary.
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championship at Tulla-
more. But this is still a far
cry from Tipperary's winn-
ing margin of 50 points ag-
ainst Kerry in a National
League tie in March 1958,
The score: Tipperary, 13-
14; Kerry, 2-3.

In that Kildare win over
Waterford, Tommy Carew
had a golden hour for Kil-
dare. He smashed home
4-1 . one of the out-
standing individual scoring
feats of the year in fool-
ball.

In hurling, Paddy Molloy
was in great form in
Offaly’s Leinster champion-
ship win over Laois at
Portlaoise. He shot 5-4 —
another of the outstanding

scoring achievements of
1969.
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I.N.T.O.

BUY IRISH

The Central Executive Committee
of the Irish National Teachers’
Organisation appeal to members
of the Organisation to give their
maximum support to the campaign
“BUY IRISH" initiated by the Minis-
ter for Industry and Commerce, and
urge them by talks to their pupils,
to bring the importance of buying
Irish Goods to the notice of their

parents.

Franciscan Missionary
Sisters For Africa

(Mother Kevin's Sisters)

In total commitment in any one of the fields

of

*MEDICINE *EDUCATION *SOCIAL WORK
*NURSING  *CATHECHETICS  *OFFICE
WORK *THE TRAINING OF AFRICAN
SISTERHOODS

Write for particulars to:

SISTER-IN-CHARGE,
FRANCISCAN CONVENT,
MOUNT OLIVER, DUNDALK,
CO. LOUTH, IRELAND

T. O hUIGINN

AGUS CONMH. TEO.

GAILLIMH
T. O'HIGGINS & CO. LTD., GALWAY

Deantoiri — Trosgan Tighe, Eaglaise agus Sgoll
Household, Church and School Furniture Manufacturers

Oll-Dioltoiri — Suirin, Gleasanna Cocaireachta agus
Fearaisti Plumearachta de gach cineal

Distributors of Ranges, Cookers and all types of Plumbing
Goods

Telephone 2289, 4524 Guthan 2289, 4524

Leinster Petroleum

COMPANY LIMITED
TRIM ROAD : NAVAN
Tel.: An Uaimh 21605

ALSO
NORTH ROAD :
Tel.: Drogheda 8392

¥*
For ALL SHELL Products — Winners all the way!

DROGHEDA

“IRBA rudai i rith na bliana is
mo is cuimneach leat féin,”
adeir an teagarthdir nauir a
d'fhiafruigh mé dhe an raibh
téama éigin a ba mhaith leis a
leanfainn sa ghiota seo. Ceart
go leor, sin neart scop. Ach cé
dtosndéidh mé ma sea?

Dhd chomértas a bhionn
thart lua sa bhliain is ea Coirn
an Bhéthair iarainn sa pheil
agus san iomdint. Sa da chas
bhi feabhas éigin ar chirsai,
San iomdint thug an comdértas
se0 deis do Chonnacht, agus do
Ghaillimh go stddas nua, cé
sealadach é, a bhaint amach
ddibh féin, misneach a mhis-
cilt ionnta féin agus ina lucht
leanina, agus comharthai so6irt
a thabhairt go mbéidir go dtioc-
fadh a 14 aris. Ach is fada uainn
siar 1923, An mbéidh ar
Gaillimh fanacht an fhad eile
le toraidh ar saothar? Siad
Gaillimh an contae a bhfuil an
céadchodan is Il fdltais ar a
niarracht acu in aicme na
hiominaiochta. Agus cé aige a
bhfuil an c¢éadchodin is mo
faltais? Contae nach bhféachtar
air mar chontae ioméanaiochta
chor ar bith, Ciarrai. Bhiodar in
aon Chraobh-chluiche ceannais
amhdin ariamh ina saol agus
bhuadar ¢, in 1891. Féach cé
chomh bredgach is is féidir le
staitistici a bheith!

Maidir leis an bpeil bhi
beagin spreac sa chluiche cean-
nais i ngeall ar rafla go mbéidir
g0 rachadh na buaithediri go
Meiriced, agus ba rafla é a
thainig fior. Ba iad Connacht
a raibh an tiddh ortha a bheith
ar an gcead fhoireann cuige le
na leitheid le rud a dheanamh,
agus tA sé raite go raibh an
spioraid i measc an fhoirinn.
Ach sé an chiis is a gcuimnim-
se ar fhoireann Chonnachta
1969 na gur thug se chun deire
re Mollaig O Tighearnaigh mar
Imreoir contae.

Ni ghdh a chuid éachtan a
aithris, td eoplas maith ortha.

SIN A BHEIDH

Nollaig O'Tighernaigh

tSraith Naisiunta. An iomdint
ar dtis. Bhi sé le feicedil luath
go leor go mbeadh a bheagin
no a mhérdn le rd ag Corcaigh
faol cd rachadh sé, iad fein agus
Loch Garman ar ndéigh, agus
béidir Ticbrad Arann. Is cuim-
neach liom cluiche sa tSraith
idir Tiobrad Arann agus Uibh
Fhaili i mBiorra. Bhi mé ag
caint le iriseoir Aitiuil roimh an
gcluiche faoi ce’'n seans a bhi
ag Uibh Fhaili, ni hé amh4din sa
chluiche ach sa chuid eile de'n
tSraith.

Bhi sé rud éigin mar seo; 4
mbuadhadh Uibh Fhaili ar
Thiobrad Arann, agus 4 mbuad-
hadh Port Lairge ar Loch Gar-
man an la céanna sin, agus
annsin aris & mbuadhadh Uibh
Fhailli ar Loch Garman ina
dhiaidh sin, bhéadh ar Uibhi
Fhaili, Tiobrad Arann agus
Loch Garman imirt amach idir
iad le féachaint cé a bhuadh-
fadh an roinn! Ni décha go
bhfeadfadh a leitheid tarld ach
faoi an scéim Sraitheanna ati
againn. Shil mé go mbéidir go
mbéadh athri ar an scéal nuair
a socrafiodh na Sraitheanna go
déanach, ach t4 an scéim
cheanna againn go faill.

Feicthear dhom go bhfuil an
pheil réidh ullahm do ceithre
ranna, ocht bhfoirne aon ceann
le cur ar aghaidh agus ar genl
mar thoradh ortha. D'fhéadfadh
an rud céanna a bheith san
iomdint, agus ar ndoigh buait-
ediri na ranna a bheith ins na
cluichi leath cheannais chun an
curadh a fhdil. Ni ddéigh liom
féin gur moOrdin maitheasa é
abair, Cill Chainnigh agus Cill

Ni gadh a rd ach go mba siar- chluiche déanach i gcomédrtas fidar € Sedn O Coscara an fearDara a bheith ag imirt a chéile,
cheann & agus go mba feilidn- sinnsear peile, agus ar a dturas atd ina chomharba air i ngean-ni dhéanann a leithéid ach lag-
ach jar a thdrla gurabh é cap- sna Stait. Ach na caocineadh sai a 3. mhisneach a chur ar Chill

taen fhoireann Chonnachta é ina  éinne Gaillimh 4 oireasa, an- Ar aghaidh linn go dti anChainnigh (sa pheil ar ndéigh).

S, grva®? A innd

Jim could run like a bat out of h . . .
And kick most amazingly well,

But the ref took his name

‘Ere the end of the game

For powering his footwear with Shell.
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Mil aon rud a chabhraionn le
foirne mar buachaint, agus is
fearr an seans ata aca in agh-
aidh a leitheidi fein sin a
dhéanamh. Apus is moéide seans

Chill Chainnigh buachaint ar
Chill Dara méa thagann siad
amach ar barr buinne de
fhoirne eile mar iad fein i
graith peile.

A bhfeddfai a chur leiz sin
mar bhdnas go mbéadh an

chéad chluiche sa Chraobh ag
ionad baile na geéad ceithre
f6irne in gach roinn bheadh an-
chomdrtas do na hionaid sin,
mar aon le is an spairn a
bheadh ann ag iarraidh fanacht
anios as an gcéad roinn eile
sins. Bhéadh rud eigin le caill-
eadh agus le buachaint in gach
cluiche sraithe.

Ach ar nddigh thiinig an la
sa Bhaeltaine sec caite i
bPiirc an Chrocaigh nuair a
bhuaigh Corcaigh a gcead
Shraith le sé bliana deag tra
ar bhuadar ar Loch Garman.
Sin é an la ar cuireadh i leith
Jack EBerry gur thug se turas
neamhdhleathach ar na Stait
Aontuithe chun imirt annsin.
{(Ta dacine a dearfadh nach
bhfuil a leitheid neamh-dhleath-
ach chor ar bith). Ni hé Jack
bocht an taon duine amhain ata
ar an gceird. Fuair me fein
tuairisc ar chluiche idir dha
fhoireann i Nua Eabhrac agus
bhi seisear as seo gaibhte anonn

le imirt le foireann acu agus
naonur le imirt leis an bhfeoir-
eann eile, Cuimnigh air sin,

leath na nimreoiri a bhi ar an
bpairc bhi siad ar cios as Eirinn
do'n ocaid. Obair dheas do'n e
a d'fheadfadh i a fhail!

Agus an tSraith peile. Ceann
de na chead iontais is cuim-
neach liom na Corcaigh ag
buachaint go reidh ar Ghaillimh
1 Luimneach. Ach roimbe sin
aris bhi an droch aimsir ag cur
isteach ar chluichi, agus bhi
Gaillimh ar cheann do no foirne
is mo a bhi i gceist, mar bhi
socruithe acu fein agus ag na
foirne eile ina roinn, Maigh Eo,
An Clar agus Ros Comain a
gecuid cluichi a imirt faoi dho,
agus bhi an aimsir ag cur is-
teach ortha. An dtarloidn an
rud ceanna aris?

Ach nuair a chas Corcaigh le
Ciarrai bhi an chuid ab fhearr
de'n imirt ag Corecaigh, ach mo
lean, sean smal Chorcaigh aris,
agus chaill siad. Ba e sin an
cluiche a ba gaire ina ndeach-
aidh Ciarrai do chailliuint ann,
is cuma ceard a dearfas tu faoi

jarracht na hlar Mhi sa dara
leath de chluiche leath-cheann-
ais an chomortais. Ba e buach-
aint ar Chorcaigh a chuir ar
bhothar Chraobh na hEireann
iad, mar ins na blianta deir-
eannacha seo an 'foireann a
bhuadhann an tSraith ta gach
seans acu teacht trid an
gCraobh freisin. Rinne Ciarrai
i mbliana e, an Dun anuraidh,
Gaillimh cupla bliain © shin.
An cuimneach leat nach fado o
shin o ba e a mhalairt a bhi
ann. An fear is mo a dhein
deifriocht do Chiarrai sa tSraith
na Micheal O Conaill 1 Nua
Eabhrac. Muna mbeadh e
bheadh Nua Eabhrac anopis ina
gcuraithe Sraithe.

Ceann de na rudai is iontai
faoi an geraobh is ea a laighead
toradh ata sa chomortas sinn-
sear ag na contaetha ar eirigh
leo an chracbh faoi 21 a
bhuachaint, ar nos Chill Dara,
Doire agus Ros Comain. Bhiodh
daoine ag deanamh iontais
roimhe seo ca diteadh na mion-
uir mhaithe a bhiodh ag con-
taetha airithe, ach se an chuis
iontais anois na ce'n fath nach
dtagann blath ar na sar-imreoin
fapi 21. Fiu amhain i mbliana
fein chonaic me Laois ag
buachaint ar Uibh Fhailli sa
pheil faol 21, ach chuaigh sinn-
sir Uibh Fhaili ar aghaidh go
dti cluiche eceannais Eireann,
agus mas buan mo chuimne bhi
Laois 1 gcluiche ceannais an
chead chomortais faoi 21. Se an
cheist e, an slat tomhais ar
dhea-shlainte na gcluichi sinn-
sear iad na buadhanna sea ins
na comortais faoi aois.

Cuid de na himreoiri is fearr
sa tir inniu nior imriodar i
gcomortais faol aois ariamh.
Aontrum a bhuaidh comortas
na peile faoi 21 no bliana seo.
Traoslaim doibh, agus nil dabht
ar bith ach gur fearr leath
builin na a bheith gan aran, acn
coinnimis suil ortha sna sinn-
sir go bhfeicimid ce mar a eir-
eoidh leo. Ar ndoigh, ach an
oiread le hudu an tSraithe tar-
loidh se bliain eigin go dtioc-
faidh foireann a bhuadhfaidh an
comortas faoi 21 agus a scuab-
fas rompa sa chomortas sinnsear
bliain no dho ina dhiaidh sin.

Coinnimis suil freisin ar
Chorcaigh a bhfuil Craobh as
mionur buaite acu tri bliana 1
ndiaidh a cheile sa pheil, feac-
haimis ce'n toradh a bheas air
sin san faoi 21 agus ins na
sinnsir. Feachaimis freisin ce
mar a eireoidh leo san iomamnt

CUIMHNE AIR

mhionur i 1970, mar deirtear
liom go bhfuil an seisear Los-
aithe, an bheirt lar pairce agus
an leath-chulai lair O Dochart-
aigh (a bhi ar na mionuir peile
anuraidh agus i mbliana agus a
rugadh i nGaillim) og go leor do
mhionuir na bliana seoc rombh-
ainn amach aris.

Apgus feach, bhuaidh Corcaigh
ar Chill Chainnigh sna mionuir
san iomaint agus a mhalairt de
thoradh a bhi ins na sinnsir.
Cor e seo ata tagtha sa saol on
am a mbuadhadh contaetha an
mionur agus an sinnsear san
acn bhliain, rinne Corcaigh e
cead bhliain an chomortais
mionur san iomaint, 1928,
Tharla se nios minici san ilom-=
aint na sa pheil, Loch Garman
a rinne go deireannach e, 1 1968
san iomaint.

A niarrfa orm an meid com-
ortais inar feidir boinn Uile-
Eireann san jomaint a bhuacn-
aint ionnta, ta's ag an la go
mbeadh  orm mo - chaipin
smaocinte a chur orm lena
n-ainmniu. Ach siad na sinnsir
sa& da chluiche a bhfuil an
phriomh ait acu nuair a thag-
ann an “Chraobh" 1 gceist |
gcombhra.

San iomaint ba i seo an
bhliain ar thainig Londain ar
ais sa chomortas, ar cheart go
mbuadhfadh Loch Garman de
reir mar a bhi siad anuraidh
roimhe sin, ar cheap gach
einne nach raibh moran seans
ag Cill Chainnigh ach feach gur
bhuadar e, ach seachas aon ni
eile ba i bliain Uibh Fhaili 1.

Tri chluiche a fhanann in mo
chuimne. Sa chead ait agus go
priomhdha, an cluiche inar
bhuaidh Uibh Fhaili ar Loch
Garman. Cuimneoidh me air
nuair a dhearmadfas me an
cluiche ceannais abair. Ceim
mhor chun cinn do'n chluice.
Sa dara hait, an cluiche ceann-
ais de bharr teacht ar ais Chill
Chainnigh sa dara leath agus
teagspantas sar-ioman o Thadhg
(3 Cearbhail agus Padraig Mac
Aindreis doibh., Sa triu hait, an
cluiche idir Londain agus Cill
Chainnigh agus ni le na fheab-
has e. Silim fein gur i Londain
a ba cheart an cluiche ceanna
a imirt. Leirigh se rud amhain,
an difriocht mhor ata idir dha
ghrad iomana.

Se an chead rud a dearfas me
faoi'n bpeil na nach gcuimneo-
far ins na finn-scelta a innseo-
far do ghasuir amach annseo ar
an gcluiche ceannais nuair a

Le Padraig O Mealold

bheas daoine ag tracht ar
“shean-tonduiri” “mo linne-se.”
Tri cluichi aris ata fanta in mo
cnuimne, an cluiche comhscor-
ach idir Cabhan agus Uimh
Fhailli i leath cheannas Eireann,
cluiche a ba cheart a bheith
comhscorach ach nar cheart go
mbeadh an deis ann sin a bheith
amhlaidh, sin e an cluiche leath
cheannais eile idir Ciarral agus
Maigh Eo, agus ar deire an
cluiche idir An Mhi agus Cill
Dara ar chuis go raibh na
heiliminti ann a dheanann
cluiche speisiuil craobhe, cic
pionois, Cill Dara nios fearr ach
an Mhi ag sciobadh na tos-
alochta uatha, agus Cill Dara
ag teacht ar ais.

Ba bliain na sean-lads i,
Micheal © Conaill, Micheal O
Duibhir, Seamas O Murchadha,
Sean O Golata Chiarrai, agus
Padraig Maec Cormaie, Greagoir
Mac Aocidh agus Sean Mac
Aogain Uibh Fhaili. Ach i
bhfad os a gcionn sin ba
bliain D. J. O Cruadhlaoich,
Chiarrai i. Ba e an fear ab fhearr
ar an bpairc e in aghaidh
Mhaigh Eo agus in aghaid Uibh
Fhaili.

A niarrfa orm ce'n babhta
salachair ab *“‘fhearr’” a chonaic
mée dearfainn gurab e an cluiche
idir Loch Garman agus Doire
i gcluiche leath cheannais Eir-
eann sa pheil mhionurach e.
Bhi se thar a bheith go dona.
Is cuis iontais agus dioma e an
claonadh nua seo i measc na
mionur. Ni raibh an ecaighdean
sa pheil mhionurach thar mhol-
adh beirte ach oiread.

Smaoneamh beag: ta 16
Craobh na hEireann ag Baile
Ath Claith sa pheil, se bliana o
shin a bhuadar ar ceann dean-
ach, ta 6 cinn acu san iomaint
ach 31 bliain o shi a bhuadar
an ceann deanach acu. A mbeadh
ag Cu Chulainn e bhaileodh se
leis as Ard Oifig an Phoist go
ceaird eigin eile, beidir anonn
go dti John Kerry. Slainte an
bhradain, agus go mbeiridh tu
beo ar cheann!
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FOILSEACHAIN NUA

LA DAR SAOL
SEAN O CRIOMHTHAINN

Caipéis shoisialta ina rianaitear meath agus tréigean
an Bhlascaoid agus an saol nua ar an mintir ina dhiadh
sin.
Rogha an Chlub Leabhar

10/6

EACHTRAI TAISCEALAIOCHTA
SEOIRSE O BROIN

Is éard ata sa leabhar seo cuntas ar cheannrddaithe
na taiscealaiochta: Columbus féin, Vasco da Gama,
Ferando Magellan, Amundsen, Peary, Shackleton,
Scott. Aithristear dilseacht agus misneach na bhfear

seo ag cur in aghaidh an uaignis agus an dainséir agus
an anro i gcriocha aineoil.

Clidach teann
Clidach bog

9/-
5/-

FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
AN STUARA, BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 1

‘The worst sin towards our fellow
creatures is not to hate them,

but to be indifferent to them;
that's the essence of inhumanity’.

WHY NOT

1. join us? We are 600 Columban priests and
200 Sisters doing pastoral, social, educational

and medical work in the Far East and Latin
America.

2. read about our work in THE FAR EAST.
It can be had for 8/- a year post free from . . .

THE MANAGER,
THE FAR EAST,

ST. COLUMBAN'S,
NAVAN,

Co. Meath.

D. MATTHEWS

LIMITED

ACADEMY STREET, CORK

AGENT FOR
ST. LUA HURLEYS

Stockists of
FOOTBALLS, JERSEYS,
KNICKS, SOCKS,
BOOTS, and ALL
OTHER EQUIPMENT

Special Terms for
Schools and Clubs

TELEPHONE 20787/24981

\

FOR THE BEST

in
LACES, ELASTICS

and
TAPES and ZIPS

BRAIDS

LIMITED
DUBLIN  ENNIS

Tel. 771186 Tel, 21109

GREHANS
OF NAAS

HOUSE FURNISHERS
KOSANGAS DEALERS

-*
South Main Street,
NAAS
*
You get Everything for
the home at Grehans
*

Tel. 7225
eSS ==

We'e pulling prices to
pieces this Christmas!

Christmas Crackers (1 dozen lox) —
. 1s Peaclies
" 1s Pears
=17 1S Two Frui
: Five

5734. pet box Save 2734,
i thee for 54d.  Sawe 1/3d.on the Hhire

Star Ordnge Squash — 2/34.5avw I3d.
Aftenoon Biscurts — 1'734.5ave 594.
US.A. Biscuits — 12'114.54ve 2/14.
CoconutCreamis—  &49d. Sqe 134,
Llristmas Turkeys ~fiorm 55-each
FEl Hams-tom Z/4d. pechgy)

FIVE STAR




THE BATTLE

Here is a wounded soldier, convalescent alone,
dreaming away his days. He is lost in the bravery
of battles, in the flash of blades, the rally of
drums, the thunder of combat, the smash of the
ball that ended his life as a warrior. His name is
lgnatius of Loyola.

And here is_a second Man, a Captain of men,
raising an army to conquer the world. He is strong,
masterful, of giant courage, on the one hand; gentle,
kindly, loveable, on the other; a Man whose fol-
lowers, in thousands, died rather than betray Him;
an invincible Man, the Son of God, Jesus Christ
Our Lord.

ABOUT TURN

When the figure of Christ slipped into the militant
dreams of Ignatius, the soldier began the climb to
sainthood. His fighting spirit remained intact, but
its direction changed. He could not understand
how he had failed to see the attractiveness of
Christ or the greatness of His mission. Seeing now,
he leaped to the side of Christ, his three famous
questions challenging his generosity, like a banner
ablaze in the sky; “"What have | done for Christ?
What am | doing for Christ? What ought | do for
Christ?
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THE VIGIL OF ARMS AT MONTSERRAT

The penitent “‘resolved to 'watch his arms’ at the Church of Our Lady of
Montserrat. Here then, on the eve of the Annunciation, 1522, you have
Ignatius seeking a beggar on whom he bestows his fine clothes; then girding
himself in the sackcloth gown which symbolised his armour of poverty, he
hangs up sword and dagger by Our Lady's statue, and watches through the
night before the altar—now kneeling, now from much weakness leaning on
his staff. Never Religious Order had such chivalric birth. For on that night,
one may say, was born (though yet its Founder dreamed not of it) the Com-
pany of Jesus, the Free-Lances of the Church™.

TO THE ATTACK

St. lgnatius was a level-headed idealist. Love of
Our Lord swept him from a worldly way of life.
Spiritually, he aimed at the stars. Yet he retained,
and made full use of, the foresight and planning
ability of a brilliant military commander. He had
no time for empty flag-waving or for mere words,
however brave they might sound. To help spread
the Kingdom of Christ on earth he founded the
Society of Jesus. In each of his Jesuit sons he
required, not great brains or a great fortune, but
two much more wvaluable qualities: persistence in
the difficult work of conquering himself for Christ;
readiness to work for souls in any post entrusted
to him, anywhere in the world. His personal life
and his work should rest steadily on love of Our
Lord. “What ought | to do for Christ?” should
draw him onwards, like the beat of a distant drum. =

Any person anxious to serve God and
His Church as a Jesuit Priest or Brother
should get in touch immediately with:

Fr. Vailintin Mac Lochlainn, S.J.,
Promoter of Vocations,
St. Francis Xavier's, Gardiner Street,

Dublin 1. Phone 46519

YOUR PLACE IN THE RANK
A young man who suspects that God is calling
him into the Scociety of Jesus must pray and think

honestly about the matter: he will be looking for

a convincing degree of certainty; he should ask
advice from someone who can help him. He can
easily get accurate information about the life that
may be his as a Jesuit. He will be expected to
aim high, but he can be sure of the support of
God's grace if he is willing to try.

As a Jesuit priest or brother he may expect a hard
but happy life, He will step forward to follow
Christ in the spirit of St. Ignatius, St. Francis
Xavier, Brother St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, Fr. Willie
Doyle, Fr. John Sullivan, Fr. James Cullen (Founder
of the Pioneers) and the thousands of Jesuits who
link them with the present day, And just now,
perhaps, for him an exhilarating battle is beginning
with the questions that jolted Ignatius of Loyola:
“What have | done for Christ? What am | doing
for Christ? What ought | do for Christ?"
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