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WHO ARE THEY?
A modern Society of priests who are engaged 1
The word “ Pallottine” comes from the name of the founder,

who was canonised by the late Holy Father, Pope John XXIIL

WHAT DO THEY DO ?
Direct schools and colleges, serve

They spread the Gospel in missionary countries.
in parishes, give missions and retreats. Also serve as Chaplains to hospitals,

n a very active and varied apostolate.
St. Vincent Pallotti,

universities, army, air-force and other institutions.
WHERE DO THEY WORK ?
rk in Tanzania, the Argentine, the United States (Texas

The Irish Pallottines wo
Michigan, Nevada, Virginia,

Matriculation or G.C.E. this year
h gives full information to:

PDallas, New York), Rome, England and Ireland.

If you are doing Leaving Cert,, write

for FREE coloured brochure whic

REV. FATHER MANNION, REV. FATHER A. HARRIS,
Pallottine Fathers,

Pallottine College, or
Thurles, Co. Tipperary. 5, Amwell Street, London, E.C.1.
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COVER PHOTO

EATURED on our front cover this month are the Meath
end Cork teams as follows ;——

MEATH (standing from left) : Oliver Shanley, Tony Brennan,
Mick White, Noel Curran, Peter Moore, Jack Quinn, Matt
Kerrigan. Front row (from left) : Sean McCormack, Bertie
Cunningham, Mick Mellett, Peter Darby, Pat Collier, Mick
O’Brien, Pat Reynolds, Terry Kearns.

CORK (standing from left) Bernie O'Neill, Johnny
O’Mahoney, Con Sullivan, Jerry Lucey, Mick Burke, Flor Hayes,
Kevin Dillon, Frank Cogan. Front row (from left) : Eamonn
Ryan, Mick O’Loughlin, Brian Murphy, Billie Morgan, Denis
Coughlan, Johnny Carroll, Eric Philpott.

Growing Tradition

A TRADITION 1s growing—in fact it appears established—
that no county nowadays wins an All-Ireland senior foot-

ball title without having first been tempered in the flames of a

Croke Park defeat. This holds true for the past decade.

Down came first time and lost to Galway in the 1959
semi-final; Kerry and Dublin suffered their Croke Park defeats
prior to winning out in 1962 and ’63 respectively, while, of
course, Galway suffered and learned in the 1963 final against
Dublin before coming back in triumph.

One of the features of the September 24 pairing is that
both Meath and Cork have already been tempered in this
regard. Both have known the frustration of a Croke Park
defeat and have learned from it. . . . It will be interesting to see
who has learned most.

Certainly both are worthy finalists. They have earned
their right the hard way. No mushroom growth here, but the
result of sweat and earnest effort.

Whichever side wins will wear the title well.
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The look that cost £10,000

The Danus Executive suit with the International look cost £10,000
to develop. Soft, extended slimline with longer jackets, deeper
vents, slightly sloping shoulders, slanted pockets, tapered
trousers. Tailored in superfine worsted cloth
from Sweden and England, in a range of

200 different materials and patterns
—ready to wear and made 10 measure. ’
The Executive Suit by DANUS

Not much to ask for a £10,000 suit.




PAT COLLIER
(Meath)

MEATH
or o
CORK ?

HE clash of Cork and Meath
in this All-Treland final gives
us a game that very few football
followers can have anticipated
when the championship began last
May. But that is what gives variety
to football, and this first ever
clash between the men of Royal
Meath and the men of the Rebel
County should provide a game
that will rank with the memorable
finals.

Certainly it 1s no easy game to
forecast, for here are two strong
and willing sides, who depend for
their success more on direct foot-
ball than on the frills of the game.
Their progress to this final has
been solid rather than spectacular
but has been none the less impres-
sive for all that.

Cork, who moved so well
against Galway in the All-Ireland
semi-final last season, had been far
from impressive through the
League campaign, but they have
been a very different force in the
championship.

True they had a rather scram-
bling win over Kerry in the
Munster final, but a Munster final
victory over Kerry at any time is

BILLY MORGA
(Cork)

IT'S ANYONE'S GAME

By TERENCE ROYNANE

no mean achievement, and they
were a very different side against
Ulster champions Cavan in the
All-Ireland semi-final,

Cavan supporters, may well ob-
ject that Cork were greatly aided
by a rather lucky first goal and a
late penalty, but these Corkmen
were surely due a touch of luck at
Croke Park for luck was very
much against them in that 1966
semi-final against Galway. And so
they come to this All-Ireland final,
conscious of the fact that for them
it may well be third time lucky.
On their last two All-Ireland senior

football appearances, against Galway

in 1956 and against Louth in 1957,
the Corkmen have failed, gallantly,
but they are in no mood to be
ranked as gallant losers this time.

Young, strong and determined,
they will be there or thereabouts
when the final whistle blows this
year, if only to provide compens-
ation for the unexpected defeat of
their 1966 champions of the hurl-
ing field in the first round of this
year’s caman series,

They have a fine, safe and fear-
less goalman in Billy Morgan,
who, against Cavan, saved them

5

PAT REYNOLDS
(Meath)

more than once. Jerry Lucey 1s a
fine full-back, who, 1n the semi-
final, stuck gamely to his thank-
less task of chasing the elusive
Charlie Gallagher, and he has two
sound and unyielding flankers in
Murphy and O’Mahony. Indeed,
I thought the latter probably the
most effective Corkman afield in
their last game.

The half-back line of Cogan,
Coughlan and Dillon was a tower
of strength against Cavan and a
similar performance in the final
will ensure that the Meath half-
forwards will have to fight hard
for any share of the ball they get.

But it is to centre-field, and
especially to Mick Burke that Cork
will look for command in this
final. In all their previous games
Burke has been immense, and a
similar performance now by this
free-striding star would ensure the
advantage at mid-field that would
lay the foundations of victory.
And in O’Loughlin, he has a more
than useful partner.

If Burke proves the dominant
figure at mid-field, the Cork for-
wards have the potential to bring

(To page 7)
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(From page 35)
the Sam Maguire Cup back to the
Leeside for the first time since
1945.

On the left wing O’'Neill is fast
and tricky, Eric Philpott a per-
petual trier on the right and in
the centre is Eamonn Ryan, who
must surely now be ranked as one
of the best forwards in Ireland.
In the full forward line in the
semi-final we had a very busy trio
indeed in Flor Hayes, the clever
and elusive Johnny Carroll, and
the towering and versatile Con
O’Sullivan.,

So Cork come to Croke Park
well equipped in all sectors. They
will be fully fit, fiercely deter-
mined, and are at the moment
lacking in only one asset that rivals
Meath possess in abundance-—
Croke Park experience.

And that Croke Park experience
is something rivals Meath possess
in abundance. Not alone have they
played in three All-Ireland semi-
finals there in the last four
seasons, but they have also played
more championship games In
those four seasons than any other
team in Ireland.

In addition, of course, Meath
reached last year’s All-Ireland
final and while they failed in that
game, rather sadly from thzir sup-
porters’ viewpoint, the fact remains
that these Meath men have faced
the excitements of an All-Ireland
final before, and will not be at all
affected by Croke Park nerves.

And, though they may be none
too well fancied outside Leinster,
nobody can deny them the credit
of being possibly the soundest team
in the whole country, and the very
hardest to beat.

McCormack is a fine goal-
keeper in the Morgan mould, while
Jack Quinn is at the moment the
leading full-back in Ireland. The
left wing of the defence, Peter
Darby and Pat Reynolds, not at its
best in some earlier games, was
rock-solid against Mayo. On the
right, Mick White has been im-
proving with every outing, while

The Sam Maguire Cup

in front of him, the ‘“Red” Collier
from Stamullen restored to full
fitness, will be a real thorn in the
side of the Cork dttack, And then,
at centre half-back, Meath have
the most durable footballer of them
all, the ever-reliable Bertie Cun-
ningham.

At mid-field, the Meath pairing
of Peter Moore and Terry Kearns
are sometimes inclined to play in
spasms, but, as was proved in the
semi-final, Matt Kerrigan from
centre-forward can always switch
places to advantage with Moore.
The forwards have been the poor
relations of the Meath team in the
early stages of this championship,
but they more than redeemed
themselves with their great scor-
ing burst against Mayo in the
second half. Indeed any attack
which can raise 17 flags in an
hour is not to be despised.

So in the solid Meathmen, Cork
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meet rivals worthy of their steel.
It is a hard game to forecast, but
the way I see it is this. If Cork
win, they must gain control in the
early stages. If Meath are still
with them at the end of the third

quarter, I fancy the chances of
the Leinstermen.
Then, of course, there are a

few individual duels that could
have a big bearing on the result.
The first will be at mid-field, where
Meath have to find a man to beat

Mick Burke. I wonder if they
can ?
The second crucial clash 1is

between Jack Quinn and the tall
and powerful Con O’Sullivan. If
Con can succeed in giving Jack
the run around (which no one else
has thus far succeeded in doing
this year) and both score himself,
and lay on some scores for the
other forwards, the Cup will be
well on its way to Cork.

S o I O O A T O B e o




MEATH FLAME
LEAPS AGAIN

(Meath)

THERE was always the chance
that Meath might lose hope
after last year’s failure. This team
had been chiselling away trying to
sculpt a niche for itself in the
Pavilion of the Giants for some
four or five years. Three or four
times they have geared themselves
up to achieving significant victories
at all costs—the All-Ireland semi-
final of 1964; the League semi-final
of the following year; the All-
Ireland final of last year — and
each time had their ambitions
damped down again.

However, they were young and
resilient enough, and the damped
down flame sprang once again to
life this year; now that they have
been able to keep its fires kindled
hot through the early dangerous
rounds and through the semi-final,
and now that the final consumma-
tion is within sight they will be
formidable, indeed. More formid-
able probably, than a team reach-
ing out for fulfilment on its first
rush to glory, for they have known
disappointment too often, and
have put forth so much of théir
hearts’ blood and bodies’ sweat In
pursuit of their target that they
will not easily accept defeat again
in what might be their last chance.

Of course, Meath is a county
which has not been without experi-
ence of having the cup dashed
from their lips; it was a history
of near misses which preceded
their first All-Ireland triumph, to
such an extent that supporters
were almost afraid to contemplate
the possibility of triumph in 1949,

lest, in some strange telepathic
way, they should upset the apple-
cart once more. I am sure there
is just a little of that same fear of
allowing themselves too high an
expectation this time again, in
case they lay themselves vulner-
able once more to the hurt of dis-
appointment. And it is no bad
attitude, if it does not breed
timidity; it will not, I feel sure,
among the players who are the
ones who have had to sweat for
this latest chance.

There is a little of the same iron
in the soul of the Corkmen, for
they, too, would be bringing a long
era of disappointment to a close
with a victory. But, their’s 1s not
so personal a matter, for the
players who suffered worst in
defeats of the red jersey have
passed from the scene; these are
new men, many only in their
second year of real achievement
in their county’s senior colours,
and apart from some feelings of
suppression by neighbouring
Kerry, their only big disappoint-
ment was in last year’s semi-final.
But, Cork people are notoriously
proud; they have in them more
native fire and hatred of failure
than Meath people; for that
reason, perhaps the present team
can espouse the near misses of the
men of the ‘fifties, or even build
an edifice of righteousness around
last year’s defeat big enough to
equal the desire of the Meathmen.

I discuss these things at length
because they seem to me to have
a very important bearing on a
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By JAY DRENNAN

game which, on form, cannot be
other than close, tight, and stoutly-
contested. It often occurs, in such
circumstances, that it is the team
which really wants most to win
that will win., Wanting 1is a
relative thing; the burning desire
to reach the pinnacle of football
fame is not always so potent as
necessity to win of a team which
had worked so hard for a long
time for its denied fruit. I think
if the needs of the two fifteens to
win this match, could be isolated,
brought to a common denomina-
tor, and weighed in the balance,
the winner would weigh the
heavier, however about differences
in football skill.

Meath will have the psycho-
logical boost, of course, that Gal-
way are no longer there to
obstruct their way; this may give
them a mental release to excel
themselves. In football ability,
they are among the best in the
land, and on their day, which
sometimes only comes now and
again, they are quite imperial. For
this game there are strong points
and crisis points in their team:
the strong points should be the
half-back line once again, especi-
ally as it will be performing against
a problematical Cork half-forward
line; perhaps the centre-forward
position where Denis Coughlan is
not quite in full command yet;
right-wing forward, where Tony
Brennan has found a streak of
consistent form; left-corner where
Shanley may be able to get some
change from Brian Murphy; full-

N




(Meath)

forward, where Noel Curran will
have an Interesting struggle with
Jerry Lucey; left-full back with the
sound Peter Darby; and in goal,
where McCormack makes few mis-
takes.

But, there are crisis points, too.
Full-back where Jack Quinn can
be majestic, but shows himself
more and more an “edge of the
square” man; Con O’Sullivan will
rove about, But even inside Con
1s a most formidable man in the
air, Centre-field is a major crisis
area for Meath—but also for Cork
—and the advantage here will be
of huge significance. If I were a
Meathman I would be happy with
an even break. Left-wing forward
and right-corner, I think, will be
crisis points, too, for Cogan and
O’Mahoney are by far the Dbest
Cork backs and the most likely to
turn defence into attack, and the
safest at covering off. Unless they
are fully occupied in a negatively
defensive role, these positions will
also emerge as crisis points for
Meath.

It 1s, indeed, an intriguing
game, and a first final as far as
these teams in opposition are con-
cerned. Meath’s chances hinge
somewhat on their form, and on
its consistency through the hour;
Cork are more evenly tempered,
less-likely to slack for periods,
and less likely to fall flat entirely.
At their best, Meath should win;:
less than that will mean a Cork
victory. Either way, I think a
point or two will be the size of
the margin,

If you want the
smoothest smoking,

don't say aword.
Say two:

4/ 3 for twenty FILTER VIRGINIA
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j ' ion it should be

Club is facing a problem of construction | _
”f);ﬁ?;rggﬂzhygz to know what material the _Archltec_ts and Endgu]I?:rs
zhose for this Grandstand—the largest of its kind in Ireland. They

specified Asbestos Cement sheeting. :
And why is Asbestos Cement found to be ideal ? For a start; fa:ﬁ a:\m
speed of construction keep costs down. Then it requires virtually

' ¢ rust. It is weather-proof and
tenance. Asbestos Cement canno e )
::;?Cﬁmbusﬁble. In addition it Is unaffected by steam—so that it 1s

suitable also for pavilions and shower-rooms.

Asbestos Cement could well be the answer—as it has been for so many
sports grounds already.

ASBESTOS CEMENT LIMITED

|c4 19 Lower Pembroke Street, Dublin 2. Telephone 65491.
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F the two semi-finals, most
people who watched the
games on television were willing
to rapturise about the Meath-
Mayo game and condemn the
Cork-Cavan match for its close-
ness and the exaggerated care not
to lose which was displayed by
both sides. The views of those
who were at the games, I found,
were certainly not similar to those
of the viewers at home. Most of
those present thought the Cork-
Cavan game a tight, exciting game
which, though full of niggling little
frees, was also full of that kind of
tension which communicates itself
to the watching crowd.

The second semi-final between
Meath and Mayo was full of
delicious free football, where men
seemed to have the freedom of
the park to fashion cunning and
fetching delicacies of the game.
But despite the plethora of pretties
the. game was not a match; too
few players cared to match them-
selves directly against their op-

on't

Pe%  underestimate

Cork

Says TOM KEATING

ponent, preferring to rove wide in
the open spaces while the op-
ponent went to find some open
spaces of his own. While it often
happened that players who were
marking each other both had
spectacularly appealing displays
yet neither performed his function
for his team.

I make comment on the type of
play in the semi-finals, and I have
exaggerated my comments some-
what for the sake of making the
point that Cork and Meath, the
two winners, should they each
play the same style as before,
would make for an intriguing
clash of styles in the final—Cork
playing it close to their chests,
tight and dour, insisting on making
sure not to be beaten before they
begin to fashion the edifice of vic-
tory; Meath, throwing everything
into a whirlwind attack, seeking

openings tirelessly, on the prin-
ciple that the team which scores
more than the opposition always

11

wins, no matter how much the
opposition scores.

I do not think, however, that
Meath will play in that manner;
at least, not in so pronounced a
manner, It was surely Mayo who
forced such an excess of open play
on the game, and by nature, Meath
are closer to the traditional type
of football which sets much store
by man-to-man deciding his own
destiny.

It promises to be an intriguing
game: a first, in many ways. There
1S hardly worthwhile form
behind the teams: they have met
twice in memory: in a League final
in the ‘’fifties when Cork with
Sean Moore outstanding scrambled
a close victory; and again last
October, more significantly, but
not to any great extent, Cork
again were triumphant.

You can easily underestimate
this Cork team; many have done.
I like several things about them,
and not all these are qualities

(Continued overleaf)
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guarantee

Ryans put it in writing
--a six month guarantee
with every 67 car

500 “good-as-new” 1967 cars. All with heaters and taxed. All with the
| built-in benefits of expert care and service. And all backed by our famous
5 Point Security Plan, which includes a six month guarantee with free

parts and labour.

ALL 1967 MODELS—ALL CARS WITH HEATERS

Fiat 500 Volkswagen 1200 & 1300 Austin 1100, 4-door
Fiat 600 D Austin A40 Countryman Hillman Minx
Austin A7 de Luxe Austin A40 Saloon Ford Corsair
:i“s“gr; “A.‘? Traveller gpe: Ea:e::e . Austin A60 de Luxe
at pe adette Lstate :
A60 Automatic

Ford Anglia Standard Vauxhall Viva gus:}; 6 ;Rm:t:rd
Ford Anglia De Luxe Ford Cortina 2-door pel .aravan %

| Ford Anglia Estate Ford Cortina 4-door Vauxhall Victor 101

| Morris 1000 2-door Triumph Herald Saloon Ford Zephyr V4
Morris 1000 4-door Fiat 1100 R Mercedes Benz 200

i! Trade-ins welcome. H.P. terms arranged.

RYANS CAR SALES w»

31-35 Townsend Street, Dublin. Opéen Mon. to Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. until 6 p.m. Tel. 776576 (13 lines).

Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin. Tel 53385.
1 and 2 George’s Quay, Cork. Tel. 26784.
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(From page 11)

attached to special skills of the
game. For instance, I like the sort
of ‘““death-or-glory-for-the-Rebels”
attitude which brought them
through their last two games—
Kerry and Cavan. It took courage
and determination to survive In
spite of what might be thrown
against them to pull through
against Kerry, and again in the
All-Ireland semi-final. Conditions
of the grounds have not worried
them, and so far they have had
just about every possible kind of
weather and pitch. Basically, 1
admire the spirit of dedication
which possesses this team to win
through at last a long overdue All-
Ireland title for their county.

A tradition of useless shooting
has built-up about Cork teams:
and to be fair, they were scand-
alous at times. But this is the kind
of thing which leads on by degrees
from a little to a lot. A few misses
make a forward lose confidence,
and with confidence gone form will
not be recaptured without a grim
struggle. I can remember some
Cork forwards so terribly out of
touch with scoring form that they
seemed petrified with horror when
the ball reached them in a position
where shooting could not be
avoided. There is no such tradition
of poor forward play behind this
team: they have been often very
sood, always fairly effective, and
even at their worst they have not
had to carry the can often for
defeat.

The old talk began after the
Kerry game, and was renewed
after Cavan—that Cork could not
shoot for peanuts. It will not worry
this hard-headed bunch of players,
who have apparently put aside all
childish things to concentrate
their minds fully on the big task.

What virtues have they as
players—individually and in com-
bination? A resilient half-back
line that will be hard to over-run;
a full-back line which is sound on

(To page 64)
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Moondharrig's Diary

NE of the reasons that Gaelic
football has steadily, down the
years, become an ever more pop-
ular spectacle than hurling is
surely this, that the football fields
are always producing new teams,
new stars, and new pairings in
All-Ireland semi-finals and finals.

Whereas in the recent hurling
final we had Tipperary and Kil-
kenny in opposition once again—
arnd there can hardly be an avid
hurling fan in the whole country
who did not know the players,
their records and the history of
both counties by heart before ever
the opposing teams stepped onto
the field on the first Sunday of
September.

Except to ardent supporters of
either county, (whose sole concern,
lets face it, is the matter of the
victory or defeat of their fav-
ourites) the recent Kilkenny-
Tipperary final had very little new
to offer neutral followers who after
all, between League, championships
and Oireachtas must have played
each other a dozen times at Croke
Park in the last half-dozen years.

On the other hand {football
continues to present its followers
with an infinite variety of pair-
ings, and once again we have a
completely new set of opponents
in this year’s final, for Meath and
Cork have never met before in a
senior football final.

Not that either of them are new-
comers to the All-Ireland senior
football scene. Iiddeed, in both
counties football ‘under native
rules’ was popular long before the

Gaelic Athletic Association was

ever thought of.

Then, when the G.A.A. did come

into existence, both counties were
quickly to the fore. Oddly enough,
both took part in the very first

NEW PAIRING

games ever played in the cham-
pionships on the same day and at
the same time, but nearly one
hundred and ffty miles apart,

At Elm Park (now a golf club,
under the shadow of the television
tower beyond the new Montrose
Studios), Dowdstown representing
Meath, met the Limerick Com-
mercials. They went down, but
only after a gallant fight, for that
defeat was no disgrace, as the
powerful Limerick men subse-
quently went on to take the first
All-Ireland football title,

Meanwhile, at the very same
time, away below at Dungarvan at
the field that was subsequently to
be famed as Dan Fraher’s Shandon
Park, Cork champions, The Lees,
were meeting Kilmacow from Kil-
kenny. This encounter drew a
huge hosting but like Meath, the
Corkmen failed to cross the first
hurdle.

But the Cork footballers had
not long to wait in the shadows.
Came 1890 and the men of Midle-
ton brought the first title to the
Leeside by defeating the famed
Blues and Whites of Wexford
decisively at old Clonturk Park
in Drumcondra.

A vyear later Clondrohid were
desperately unlucky to lose to the
Dublin Young Irelands at the same
venue, while, in 1893, Drom-
tariffe went down to Wexford in
the only All-Ireland football final
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ever played in the Phoenix Park.

Then in 1894 came one of the
most remarkable finals of all.
Cork and Dublin played a draw at
Clonturk Park. In the replay at
Thurles the Corkmen were leading
by two points with a couple of
minutes to go when there was a
dispute and the game was un-
finished. Central Council ordered
another replay, with Cork to retain
their twopoint lead! Cork did not
agree and withdrew from the
Associationn for 12 months—and
also presented a set of All-Ireland
medals to their  footballers—
though Dublin are listed as official
champions.

Then in 1895 Meath popped up
in a final for the first time,
having beaten Dublin for the
Leinster title after three epic
games. The Meathmen lost by a
point to Tipperary’'s Arravale
Rovers, but the Dublin referee
announced next day that he had
made a mistake and the result
should have been a draw!

However, Meath refused to
object and Central Council
awarded them a set of medals the
same as the All-Ireland medals
for their sportsmanship!

In 1897 and 1899 Cork were
back to contest the All-Ireland
finals but lost to Dublin on ®ach

occasion and suffered the same
fate in 1901, 1906 and 1907, which

(To page 15)
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nt ing, all purpose
the hardwearing, all purp d flexibility for every

give you maximum comfort an
farming operation . . .
WE MAKE ONE SPECIALLY FOR THE LADIES TOO!

All the comfort and hardwearing qualities of the man’s bnn:t plus tll;fe added glamour
of super styling make this to-day’s most fashionable boot.

AVAILABLE FROM LEADING RE TAILERS IN YOUR AREA




o

(From page 13)

shows that Dublin in the early
year were always the Corkmen’s
bogey teaml.

Came 1911 and Cork’s greatest
football year when a Lee’s selec-
tion scored a runaway win—6-6 to
1-2 over Antrim in the final. But
then Kerry took over almost com-
plete supremacy in Munster so that
almost unbelievably Cork did not
reach an All-Ireland final again
until 1945 when, however, they
confounded all the critics by de-
feating fancied Cavan in the final.

Since then Cork have reached
two All-Ireland finals, only to lose
to Galway in the first and to Louth
in the second.

Meanwhile what of Meath? The
Royal County men never came out
of Leinster between 1893 and
1939 when they lost narrowly to
Kerry in an exciting final. Ten
years later, however, they
achieved their great ambition
when they won their first All-
Ireland, ending Cavan’s three-in-
a-row ambitions in the final.

In the 1951 final, Meath went
down to Mayo and, a year later,
were unlucky to be held to a
draw by Cavan before losing the
replay.

However, they came back
triumphantly in 1954 to take the
All-Ireland title from Kerry, Only
once since then have Meath
reached a final. That was a year
ago when they lost to Galway.

Only twice have these counties
met in senior competitve football
at Croke Park—in the 1956 League
final Cork beat the Meathmen by
a single point, while in the
Grounds Tournament semi-final at
Croke Park last October Cork
again won.

So Meath have those two defeats
to avenge in this year’s final.

Noel Curran, the Meath full
forward, who will present one of
the biggest problems to the Cork
defence in the All-Ireland final.

 m— - - — =K




_ORK football is a curious
growth, springing . from
traditional areas in the West and

mid-West and developing pockets

in all sorts of out of the way
places, which seem to have a won-
derful knack of producing at least
one outstanding player. There was
a long period of time in which the
city was considered a hurling area,
where the footballers were looked
down on by the traditionalists; not
that the traditionalists could beat
them always, or often, but because
they always excused their defeat
by : -
“Those hurlers in the city,
trained to the teeth for hurling,
wouldn’t play football with you at
all?,

It was another way of telling
the truth: but the unvarnished
truth was that the ponderous type
of football traditionally played by
many of the West Cork teams, who
also were not especially given to
speed-training, could be reduced
to tatters by quick teamwork by
far less talented hurler-footballers
who were fitter, faster, cleverer.
Jack Lynch, Christy Ring and
Paddy O’Donovan were good eX-
amples of that kind of footballer,
in their day.

But, it served to waken up the
football purists; it made them
tighten up their training schedules,
their teamwork, and their skills

were seen in a better light, In
1945, when last Cork won an All-
Ireland football title, the county
was dominated by an all-powerful
Clonakilty team, while Fermoy
were the power in North-Cork.
Millstreet—Din Connors, Cormac
Dineen, “Toots” Kelleher—grasped
a period of power. Macroom came
through with a team which was
dominant for years in the ’fifties.
In an out between the more
memorable country teams, which
a1l had one era and then faded, the
city teams flickered through to
win championships. And the city
teams were benefitting all the time
from the strong supply of improv-
ing talent, which emigration and
migration was denying the country
cousins, watering their strength as
the old teams passed away.

In the ’sixties, for the first time,
U.C.C. became a significant factor
in championship football (as well
as hurling) not always to the un-
qualified delight of Corkmen since
their teams contained too many
outsiders. But, their brand of play
has had an influence on the newer
kind of Cork county team which
is playing to-day, in teamwork, in
training and in planning. With
both St. Nick’s and the ’'Barrs a
power also, the balance of team
strength has shifted again to the
city.

Still the trend of pockets of
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Mick Burke: Cork’s trump card

.. - - - ——

football all over the county, if only
of junior rank, which can produce
the top-class player exists, and this
Cork team has plenty of examples.
The emphasis on minor and under-
age competitions, and the great
efforts in the football sphere of
Colaiste Criost Ri, Turner’s Cross,
has no small part in building up
the edifice of Cork football, which,
in the future has a far better
chance of producing consistently
good teams than was the case in
the past, when the county pro-
duced one good team in the ’for-
ties and one more in the ’fifties—
with modifications, of course.
Mick Burke is one of the fringe
benefits of the outlying areas of
Cork football—a North Corkman
at a time when there is no real
power in senior ranks in that area.
He was introduced as a forward at
a2 time when Cork selectors were
being accused of picking a team of
centre-fieldmen; but, his potential
for the midfield play was soon
noted. Munster have given him the
nod at midfield, too. And even
before he made a national impact
with Cork he had shown his
quality against all the best in the
Railway Cup. For two years Ofr
more, Mick Burke has not been
subdued in any game at centre-
field, by any opposition. For this
reason. as well as for the obvious
fact that he is a great footballer,




By
JAY DRENNAN

he is bursting with confidence; he
knows he can beat the best, he is
fit and in form, so it is going to
take a particularly great perform-
ance to subdue him.

A fine cut of a man, if you
didn't know he was a top-class
centre-fielder, you would want to
know why he wasn’t, for he looks
the part so much. Strong and lean
in the body, powerful in the leg,
he juts out at the hips, as though
he were wearing wing-hipped
shorts. This ideal build is much
of the secret of his success:
strength of leg and breadth of hip
carry him up and scatter the op-
position as he goes for those high
ones. Judgment and capacious
hands which do not grab ner-
vously but allow the ball to sink
into their clasp complete the ac-
coutrement of Cork’s trump card.

Coolness is vital and Burke has
it; he is seldom seen flustered into
losing hard-won possession, and he
does not exhaust himself in doing
the work the ball should, but uses
his long punt to feed the forwards.
He does not stray much from his
territory except where the trend
of a move forces him; like Theo
English in hurling, he believes in
patrolling between the fifty yard
lines and making that his own. If
the others cannot handle their
areas, it i1s hardly likely that he
could on a part-time basis.

VMIODERN
TRAVEL
NEEDS
INSURANCE

% % %k

PERSONAL ACCIDENT
LUGGAGE
VIEDICAL EXPENSES

HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

IN ASSOCIATION WITH COMMERCIAL UNION ASSURANCE GROUP
HAWKINS HSE., HAWKINS ST., DUBLIN 2. PHONE 772911

WILSON HARTNELL
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| ALL-IRELAND FOOTBALL FINALS

i bPairc an Chrocaigh 24/9/°61

SENIOR — 3.15 p.m.

CORCAIGH v AN MHI
MINOR — 1.45 p.m.

CORCAIGH v LAOIS

ALL STANDS RESERVED AND TICKETS
HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED THROUGH THE
VARIOUS UNITS OF THE ASSOCIATION

General Admission: /-

To Hogan and Nally Stands—via Jones’ Road.
i To Canal End Terraces—via lane off Russell St, Bridge.
ENTRANCES ’ To Hill 16 Terraces—via St. Joseph’s Avenue off Clonliffe Road.
To Cusack Stand (Upper and Lower Decks)—via lane off St.
James’ Avenue.

T he BLACKTHORN vulcanised range
ELITE S. 88

The latest Blackthorn vulcanised range
brings you the ultimate in comfort,
strength, and durability.
Elite is light, flexible with reinforced
black calf uppers and moulded
rubber sole with sure-grip 14
stud arrangement. Other
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large rustless alum-

inium eyelets,

slotted tongue

locks, padded

collar, sponge-
| lined tongue, e B
| hard toe.

Blue soles and facings
Red soles and facings
Black soles and white facings

_______
|||
.....

Made by EDWARD J. CONNOLLY, DUNDALK

f




HAVE often heard repeated by
a player who spent many early
years in the forwards and then
carved out for himself a whole
new career at full-back that the
best full-backs are those who have
earlier played out the field, and
preferably in the forwards. It is
certainly an arguable theory, and
there are plenty of examples to
back up the statement: Paddy
O’Brien, Sean  Purcell, Greg
Hughes, were not without outfield
experience, and, indeed, I suppose
there are not many top-class full-
forwards of intercounty standard
whose clubs can afford the luxury
of playing them in the full-back
berth.

Jack Quinn of Meath provides
another excellent example of a
fine outfield player who has
become a fine full-back. And it
was rather by accident that he
became full-back for Meath, the
result of a term of suspension on
his brother Martin who was the
regular at full-back for the county,
as Jack was the regular at centre-
field or centre-forward. Last year
it looked as though the expedient
was to be a temporary one, par-
ticularly when Martin appeared in
the closing stages of the All-
Ireland final and Jack went out to
centre-field to try to press Meath
forward for a final assault on the
Galway posts.

For even the few minutes he was
at centre-field he showed that he
was probably the best man in that
position that Meath have had for

Superb Jack Quinn

A Profile: By Frank McQuaid

many years; even now he is pro-
bably the best they have for the
midfield area. But, he has made
such a success of full-back that he
looks as though he will be typed
for the remainder of his inter-
county career. Already he has ex-
celled the deeds of his brother in
the position, for while Martin was
an heroic full-back of real wvalue,
in that his clearances were in the
grand manner, there was always
something a little wooden, rigid
and lacking in fluidity about his
full-back play.

What makes Jack Quinn, or any
other player for that matter, an
excellent full-back having been
experienced in outfield positions ?
Probably the first and most im-
portant point is the fact
that positioning is easier at full-
back. In the midfield or forward
area one has often to move quite
a distance to get into position
under a dropping ball which makes

it all the more difficult to find the
right footing and balance under
the drop, and often causes ragged,
unco-ordinated jumps and split
catches,

Facing the play at full-back, any
experienced player will have plenty
of time to take up his position,
brace himself and leap at the right
moment as the high one comes in.
For forwards who have spent
years in the hardship of backing
in under high balls, trying to get
a decent position from which to
get up for them, facing the ball
and dictating the position which
the back will hold, makes things
a lot more easy.

Of course, it is also true that the
best way of countering an attack
is by trying to discover what the
attacker is thinking and trying to
do. An ex-forward knows, and he
can lay plans to counter what he
expects from the forward., Inter-
ceptions and effective covering off
of the opposing line of attackers
is the result. Of course, a good
midfielder is bound to be good in
the air; Jack Quinn was, and he is
showing just how good by his
catches in crowded goalmouths.
And as his timing is of the best, he
makes it all look so easy as he
climbs up to those spectacular
catches.

(To page 20)
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A SLIGHT ADJUSTMENT

AFTER the publication of our

last issue, Mr. Michesdl
O Briain of Telefis Eireann
asked us to inform our readers
that he was not the Michedl
O Briain whose name appeared
on two articles in that number
of “Gaelic Sport.”

We take this opportunity to
assure readers that our corres-
pondent is not the same person
as Michedl O Briain of R.T.E.

We think that it should also
be known that our Micheidl
O Briain has Kindly offered, in
the interests of clarity, to forego
the use of the Irish form of his

name,

We have reluctantly accepted
his sacrifice and he will write
in future under the more com-
monplace but less confusing
by-line of Mick O’Brien.




(From page :9)

| Jack Quinn is tall and well-
proportioned, well cut out to be a
full-back, though there have cer-
tainly been heavier ones. But,

beyond a certain limit, there is no

ﬁnes.[ cream Skerry advantage in weight itself to a

rzgh [ [asl'e e = full-back, for it only makes him
- . unwieldy and sluggish.

rzgk[ p}”zce Strength is the really vital
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c hindered in the jump for pos-

ream
and strength in breaking through
hard-tackling.
of jumping for possession and
defensive position. They are the
playirg in front of goal, demand-
rewarding  work — engine-room
going wide, or coming across to
door to tackle the goalie. The one
love, he captures their heroic
goalies and the other defenders

L mosxco A¥4 iR

7 B 1§ Quinn has proved such a stay at

and seeming more than a little
he would welcome the challenge

thing, and Jack Quinn is very
strong; strength to hold one’s
ground, and not to be pushed
around or shouldered off the ball,
Sherr session, or in holding on to the
ball; strength also in holding the
man off and covering the goalie;
| with the ball when caught, for this
often entails socme buffeting and
it is in these two phases of full-
. back play—the most obvious ones
breaking through to clear—that
Jack has made his name in this
things which catch the eye. There
is a great deal else, however, to
ing an intimate knowledge of the
position, much of it hard un-
work like shouldering off a for-
ward about to try to save a ball
block the path of a corner for-
ward trying to cut in by the side-
who catches spectacularly and
clears is the one which the crowds
imagination; but the one who puts
in the hard grafting is the one the
i 2 : iE love.
| sﬁi”i“’ﬁ*fhéghT I am a little surprised that Jack
0 Ecibiihod o the im}_pﬁ . home full-back, doing his best
mmemm——r - i work on the edge of the square,
reluctant to follow a roaming full-
forward. It was to be expected that
EDWARD DILLON & CO. LTD., 25 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1. Phone 45954. to a contest in more open
territory.

Peter Owens.
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OWEN McCANN turns the spotlight on Cork’s captain

Denis Coughlan’s role

I have long held that Cork foot-
ball’s greatest need for some
years ©past has been, not as
so many maintain, forwards with
real pay-off punch in front of goal,
important though they undoubt-
edly are, but a dynamic person-
ality. Since their last All-Ireland
title win in 1945, the Rebel
County has certainly produced
some outstanding players, men to
hold their own in any company,
yet, offhand, one still cannot read-
1ly recall a personality in the same
mould as a Sean Purcell, Mick
O’Connell or James McCartan.

Nor is there really a footballer
in the present team who stands
out from the rest—a man with
that dynamic personality—plus,
that, allied to natural talent and
skill, ensures that the hearts of
the supporters of his team throb
with expectancy and joy, and
those of the fans of opposing
sides worry with uncertainty each
time he gains possession. The high
quality of Mick Burke’s football
in the win over Cavan, especially,
suggests that he, more than any
other player in the present team,
might now be poised to take over
this demanding role for Cork, but
for my own part, I find myself
wondering more and more if, in
fact, Denis Coughlan may not
eventually prove the one to fill
this part for the Leesiders.

Fate was a particularly hard
taskmaster for Coughlan in the
game with Cavan, It was his first
senior football semi-final, an un-
nerving experience in itself. To
this was added team captaincy,

which, though it may not be an
especially difficult burden to carry,
puts the spotlight more strongly
on a player, and brings him under
the more critical appraisal of
spectators generally.

Then, the man in the No, 11
Jersey for Cavan, John Joe
O’Reilly, was one of the outstand-
ing figures in the Ulster final win.
Finally, came the biggest, most
testing demand of all—that of
facing up to that penalty kick
nine minutes from time around
which victory and defeat really,
in the end, centred.

Coughlan was not found want-
Ing on any score. He was skilled
and effective in his all round play,
linking up with immaculate Frank
Cogan and clever Kevin Dillon in
a half-back line that proved a big
stumbling block to Cavan. And,
his approach to the penalty was
surprisingly professional. In fact,
in the art of successfully con-
verting a spot kick with the
minimum of delay and fuss, it
was as good an exhibition as I
have seen in a long time—and
that includss some well-taken
penalties scored of late by men
with more years of top-class
experience than the Cork skipper.

That splendid all-round per-
formance under the severest of
pressures, pressures that would
have proved too demanding for
many a player of lesser calibre
than the young St. Nicholas foot-
baller, is certain to be invaluable
in furthering Coughlan’s football
education. It is from the white
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heat of such experiences that
players mellow into that cool,
unflurried and poised approach to
any task on hand that, supported
by their own natural skill and
drive, is one of the outstanding
characteristics in the make-up of
the greats of the game,.

Skill and ability, Denis Cough-
lan has in plenty. We did not
have to wait until that recent
szmi-final to learn that. In fact,
one of my brightest memories of
1966 is of a fine exhibition of fast,
skilful and purposeful centre-
half-back play by Coughlan in
Cork’s failure to Kerry in the
Munster Under-21 final that
Summer.

Of course, I saw Denis earlier
both in the minor and Under-21
grades, and I well remember being
impressed by his talents and the
great promise he showed. But,
somehow, it was not until that
1966 Southern decider that he
really captured my imagination in
a big way, and went down in my
book as a player with what ir
takes to really ‘“‘go places” as a
senior.

Opportunity first knocked 1n a
big way in the top-grade for
Coughlan last January, when he
was called in to deputise for the
then indisposed Kevin Dillon at
right half back against Dublin in
the League at Cork. He has been
a regular since, and has appeared
with the side also at midfield,
where he starred as well as an
Under-21 county man, and, where

(To page 23)



Th I S ye a r the E.S.B. achieves its fortieth anniversary, and looks
back on forty years of progress. Compare our first

year with our fortieth and you'll see the massive scale of development.

| When the Shannon scheme was being built people wondered if its output

il would ever be fully used. To-day, the Shannon scheme is but one of twenty-five

1l generating stations and provides only a fraction of Ireland’s power needs.

| The figures tell the story. In the first year of operation the Board produced

1 48 million units. To-day it produces almost four billion. This is a story of success

not only in the field of electrical supply but also on the broad front of overall

| national progress.
Plans for the future are no less ambitious. In the next eight years the E.S.B.

'| will require to double its present capacity and output to meet your demands.
| Already the programme is under way to ensure, as always, that the power for

progress is available everywhere.

POWER FOR PROGRESS
PROSPERITY FOR PEOPLE
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The Cork team marching around Croke Park before the All-Ireland football final against Galway in 1956.
Galway won 2-13 to 3-7.

(From page 21)
many shrewd judges, I know, feel
he is best placed,

For my money, though, he has
found his best position in the
testing pivotal role. Here, his sure-
fielding, safe-covering, lengthy and
well-directed clearances, and his
general vigilance off the ball are
assets that I'm convinced are most
gainfully employed for Cork than
in any other position. They are
assets too that, with experience,
should make him an effective
“general” with the ability to
dictate the course of any game,
and inspire his team-mates.

As it is, Denis Coughlan will
be a tremendous stumbling block
to the Meath attack. Further more
for a county whose forwards are

prone to shoot so many wides per
game, it must now be a cause of
much relief and encouragement to
Cork to know that should a pen-
alty again come Cork’s way—and
as the Cork-Cavan semi-final
match pointed out, penalties are
iIn vogue this year—they now
have in their captain a player who
has demonstrated that he can
make the most effective use of
such opportunities.

One swallow does not make a
summer . . . but it is a welcome
sign after the dark days of winter.
One top-class display, even in an
All-Ireland game is, in itself, not
sound enough credentials for any
truly discerning observer to single
out a particular player for nom-
ination for the testing mantle of
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an inspiring leader of the future,

But, just as the swallow is a
harbinger of brighter days to
come, so too must the indication
proved by a top-class display be
noted, compared with what is
known of the particular player,
the prowess he has shown on the
way up, and the manner in which
he 1s maturing in the senior grade.

It seems to me that if we
follow these guidelines, then,
there are good grounds for be-
lieving that Denis Coughlan, a
cdefender in the Cork team that
won the Under-21 hurling All-
Ireland title last year, has the
tremendous ability to blossom
into a footballer whose talents
would stand out in any company
—past or present.
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HIS month’s Top Ten lists are
based on intercounty per-
formances during the period from
Sunday, August 13, to Sunday,
September 3, inclusive.

Ollie Walsh heads the hurling
list—an obvious choice, while, in
all, seven  Kilkennymen  are
featured.

Meath’s high-fielding Jack Quinn
tops the football list and 1is
followed by team-mate, Bertie
— Cunningham,

HURLING

Ollie Walsh (Kilkenny)
. John Teehan (Kilkenny)
Tom Walsh (Kilkenny)
. Len Gaynor (Tipperary)
. Ted Carroll (Kilkenny)
Kieran Carey (Tipperary)
Pat Henderson (Kilkenny)
Claus Dunne (Kilkenny)
. Mick Burns (Tip-erary)

Sloan’s keeps you
on the move

The sporting life leads to tired, taut, painful muscles and creaking
stifiness in the morning.That's the time to reach for the SLOAN'S
Liniment. SLOAN'S Liniment stops pain fast. Just rub a little on
and it gets to work right away. It gets down to the source of the
pain and loosens those taut muscles. Soon you're feeling one
hundred per cent fit. Whenever you're bothered by |

O 0N AU B W

10. Martin Coogan (Kilkenny)
muscular aches and pains, reach for the % : : 4
SLOAN'S Liniment. SLOAN'S stops pain s SI.OAN'S | FOOTBALL
every time. =
/ﬁ 1. Jack Quinn (Meath)
. 2. Bertie Cunningham (Meath)
m ( 3. Pat Reynolds (Meath)
L“‘“HEHST 4. Joe Langan (Mayo)
5. Terry Kearns (Meath)
I 6. P. J. Loftus (Mayo)
‘ 7. Paddy Mulvaney (Meath)
LINIMENT 8. Peter Darby (Meath)
Price 2’6 9. Joe Corcoran (Mayo)

.
&

Johnny Farragher (Mayo)




" E. Philpott

WELVE months ago at Croke
Park the title-hungry Cork
supporters  experienced their
moment of supreme bliss as the
All-Ireland hurling trophy was
presented to Gerald McCarthy. On
September 24 the enthusiastic red-
jerseyed brigade will be back in
Headquarters in quest of another
title, and after the memorable
triumph of the hurlers last season,
hopes are high that the footballers
will bring renewed glory to the
Rebel County this year.

Not every county manages to
reach a major hurling decider one
year and a football final the next,
but Cork have been threatening to
do this for a long time. Eleven
years ago both the hurlers and the

YOU CAN’T KEEP

CORKMEN DOWN

By Tim Horgan

footballers were in Croke Park
together for the All-Ireland finals,
and just for good measure the
county footballers were back there
the following year, But though the
subsequent sporting seasons were
lean ones for the Cork seniors, the
younger players came forward to
promise a very bright future.

In 1959 the minor footballers
won the Munster title, retained it
the following year, and went on
to take All-Ireland honours in
1961. Three years later they
regained the provincial crown but
were beaten narrowly by Offaly in
the national decider. Then they
came back to win the Munster title
again in 1966 and repeated the per-
formance last July. For an allegedly
“hurling” county siXx provincial
minor football titles in nine years
and four appearances in an All-
Ireland final is a very impressive
record indeed. And 1t was inevit-
able that the cream of these minor
stars would eventually take their
places in the premier grade.

Mick Burke, the powerfully built
midfielder from Mitchelstown was
the first to do so. He starred on
the minor team in 1959 and was
promoted to the senior outfit the
following year. His stylish brand
of football, impeccable high field-
ing and lengthy deliveries earned
him a place on the Munster team
three years ago. But though
southern observers have ap-
preciated his real worth as a
centre-field star for a long time, it
is only through his recent Croke
Park appearances that the 26-year-
old bank official has left a real
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impression on the “foutside”
world, :

The 1961 minor team which
brought the football trophy to
Cork for the first time, produced
the present seniors, Frank Cogan
and Flor Hayes. Cogan comes
from a well-known footballing
family in Cork City and learned
the subtleties of the game at
Colaiste Chriost Ri. The quick-
thinking Nemo Rangers stylist had
a particularly memorable hour
against Cavan last month and will
be one of the key men in the Cork
defence on All-Ireland final day.

Flor Hayes, who works as a
company representative in Water-
ford, plays with Clonakilty, the
West Cork club, whose legendary
skipper, the late Tadhgo Crowley,
brought home the All-Ireland Cup
in 1945. The fair-haired forward
was one of Cork’s greatest minors
and showed his opportunism in
notching his county’s first goal in
this year’s semi-final.

Billy Morgan, currently regarded
as one of the best goalkeepers In
the game, played for the Cork
minors in 1963 as a forward. He
helped his county to draw with
Kerry in the Munster final that
year at Killarney, but the Leesiders
were beaten subsequently in the
replay. The well-built performer
entered U.C.C. the following year
and agreed to fill the vacant goal-
keeper’s position, His keen eye,
perfect anticipation and ice-cool
confidence marked him out as a
natural custodian, and once he
replaced Brian Murphy on the
Cork goal-line early last year, there

(Continued Page 27.)
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was no looking back. Billy played
a brilliant game in this year's
Munster final and graduated from
U.C.C. with his B.A. degree three
days later.

Eric Philpott, Mick O’Loughlin
and Jimmy Downing were mem-
bers of the 1964 minor team,
which lost to Offaly after a con-
troversial decision by the referee
in the closing stages. Philpott, who
was sent off early in that match,
lined out with the under-age team
again the following season and, at
21, ranks as the youngest player on
the present senior side. He is
another Colaiste Chriost Ri pro-
duct and played with the ’Barrs
before entering U.C.C. two years
ago. His performances in the
matches against Kerry and Cavan
were not as good as many people
expected, but he is capable of
rising to much greater heights.

Mick O’Loughlin the sandy-haired
garda from Kanturk puts great zest
and enthusiasm into his perform-
ances and his wholehearted ap-
proach should prove invaluable to
the Leesiders.

Tall Jimmy Downing of Urhan
1s second only to Mick Burke as a
high-fielding ball player and main-
tains the traditional catch-and-
kick style of football,

Another ex-minor is the captain
of the team, Denis Coughlan, but
it was as an under-age hurling star
that this North Monastery player
made his name. The 22-year-old
stores manager donned the senior
football jersey for the first cham-
pionship game against Clare, and
made a big impression at midfield.
He was called upon later to fill
the centre-back position, a slot
which had given the Cork mentors
much trouble until then, and this
he did with great effectiveness.
But it was the goal he scored from
a penalty in the All-Ireland semi-
final that showed how vital a cool-
headed skipper can be on the big
occasion.

Johnny O’Mahony, one of the
veterans of the side, is also a

former minor player, though of a
much earlier vintage than his col-
leagues. He played with the Cork
minors in 1954 and ’55 and made
his debut on the senior team four
years later. The crew-cut corner-
back from Kanturk was honoured
by the Munster selectors for a
number of years, and, following
his great displays so far this year,
he is sure to be seen in the blue
jersey again. Like full-forward Con
O’Sullivan from Urhan, Johnny is
aged 30 and blends his craft and
experience with the more youth-
ful enthusiasm of his colleagues.
Johnny Carroll began his inter-
county career with the Kildare
minors, when he was a student at
Naas in 1957, He returned to
Dunmanway two years later and
gained his place on the Cork senior
team 1n 1962, Since then he has
established himself as one of the
most dangerous corner forwards in
the game and was particularly im-
pressive against Cavan this year.
His Dohenys clubmate John Crow-

ley is a substitute on the present
team, keeping Eamonn Young’s
famous club well represented on
the panel.

Cork players who have not worn
the minor jersey include Kevin
Dillon (Clonakilty), Eamonn Ryan
(Watergrasshill), Bernie O'Neill,
(Ardrigole), Brian Murphy (Cross-
haven) and Con O’Sullivan (Ur-
han). But on the whole the Under-
18 championship of the past
decade or so has done a great deal
to help mould the present senior
outfit. And if you want to see
what Leeside teams will be like in
the future, watch the minors who
will be in action in the curtain
raiser to the big game at Croke
Park.

Donal Hunt, Seamus Looney,
Ned Kirby, Teddy O’Brien and
Simon Murphy are the most pro-
mising of the current crop and if
they can do as well as their fellow
countymen did six years ago, Cork
supporters could be cheering a
double success.
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THE FACTS ABOUT MEATH'S

«“ rFVHEY will never score like that

again” . . . A purple patch
that scoring forwards hit occas-
ionally ™ “Remember their
sparkle last year against Down,
and then some not so dazzling dis-
plays later.” . . . These are some
of the comments I have heard
since Meath’s forwards went a
score-making and a score-taking
with a real vengeance against

Mayo.

Understandably,  too. The
attack, more than any other sector,
has been under the most concen-
trated scrutiny of followers gener-
ally since the rise of the present
team. The forwards have con-
sistently displayed class, talent,
speed and purpose. However, by
spoiling much of their good out-
field work in some major games
by poor marksmanship, they have
not helped to boost confidence in
their ability to complement the
good Meath defensive work suf-
ficiently well to enable the Royal
County to make the really big
break-through,

But, I wonder if, in fact, this
emphasis has not been much too
strongly on the chances lost by
the Meath score-getters, and not
sufficiently focused on their actual
scoring expertise ? Make no mis-
take about it, those superb exhibi-
tions against Down and Mayo, des-
pite what we may talk of “purple
patches” and days when “every-
thing goes right,” would still not

have been at all possible, if that
all-important know-how and
ability was not there up front in
the first place.

It was this thought that sent me
to my records, and the figures I
have come up with will surprise
many, and also raise the question:
What’s all this talk about Meath
being short of accurate forwards?

The “work-rate” of the attack
in outings in all competitions this
year so far is a cool 13.85 points
an hour! In the last four All-
Ireland finals, only Galway’s 0-15
against Kerry in 1964 is higher
than this Meath average. And, if
we confine the totals to the cham-
pionship, the Royal County for-
wards come out In even more
favourable light —an average of
14.5 points on each of four steps
to this final.

Still more evidence of the sharp-
shooting qualities of these so often-
criticised Meath score-getters. The
odds are that against Cork they
will better the 200 points barrier,
as distinct from goals and points
combined, this year. The attack
now has a total of 193 minors.

And, the forwards have also been,

almost without most of us appre-
ciating it, cleverly combining
points scoring with the ability to
snatch goal-scoring opportunities.
They have got 28 goals, more than
one a match in 20 games. No
mean shooting, that, and proof
positive that the potential is there
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to click into gear with such devas-
tating effect in any game as in
that meeting with the Connacht
champions.

Of course, some will, even in the
face of these impressive figures,
continue to point the finger of
doubt at the Meath attack because
the division lacks a real leader, a
dashing figure to weld the sector
into a unit sparked, prompted and
skilfully led from the “40” or full-
forward berths, and whose every
sortie would be a real danger to
any rearguard.

The trouble with such foot-
ballers is that they can also prove
a liability! How often have we
heard: “Keep so-and-so quiet, and
there will not be much sting 1n
their attack.” And, you don't
need me to relate for you instances
of how counties have opened up
the way to important wins by
“blotting out” the opposition's
scoring-ace, or most dangerous
maker of scores.

Who to concentrate on above all
others in the Meath attack? That's
the problem now. There may be
no Charlie Gallagher here, no Joe
Corcoran or Cyril Dunne, but there
is still' power and thrust evenly
distributed from right half to left
full. |

Take a look at these figures, and
see what I mean. Tony Brennan
has 3-32 (46 pts.) from 13 games,
or 3.53 points a match. Noel Cur-
ran has averaged 2.42 points in




By OWEN McCANN

ATTACK

each of his 14 games for 2-28 (24
pts.). Matt Kerrigan has 2-19,
Paddy Mulvaney 2-13, Ollie Shan-
ley 4-5, Mick Mellett 1-12, Six
forwards, each with a sizeable
tally, a total that shows that each
must be constantly and closely
watched right throughout any
game,

Yes, Meath forwards may
squander some gilt-edged scoring
chances, they may, like in the
Down and Mayo semi-finals, take
some little time in a match to find
their shooting boots, but in the
face of figures like I have quoted
above, there can be no doubting
that they have the power and
accuracy to keep the wumpires
reasonably well occupied.

That spree against Mayo should
work wonders for Meath’s for-
wards. It will give their morale,
their self-confidence and assur-
ance a tremendous “shot in the
arm’” just when it was needed
most. And, they should be all
the more effective for that on final
day.

So, I go out where I came in.
Let’s judge Meath’s attack on the
best credentials of all, what they
have scored, and not on what they
have failed to do. If we do that,
we will find that Meath now have
the strength and depth in defence,
ability at midfield, and punch up
front necessary for that final
break-through. And, the tilt with
Cork may also well prove just
that !

THE SIGN
OF QUALITY

The name Youghal signifies exacting standards. Quality

of material and finish. A name that gives confidence.

All-wool Youghal carpets have a rare pile — soft yet
wonderfully resilient. In this is revealed the masterly touch
of the quality-conscious maker. Designs are varied and
bewitching. People of many countries see in Youghal

carpets the craft of centuries, and above all, their lasting

beauty.

-Yough al

Carpets Limited

SHOWROOMS

Youghal House,
Trinity Street, Dublinn. Phone 772785/6.

12 Winthrop Street, Cork.
! Forster Street, Galway.
10 Thomas Street, Limerick.
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EAMONN RYAN

ORK are in the All-Ireland

senior football final after an
absence of ten years and hopes
are high that the Sam Maguire
Cup will return to the Rebel
County for the first time since
1945. Twenty-two years is a long
time for any county to wait for a
major trophy, but Cork supporters
are optimistic and quietly con-
fident that this is their year and
that the heartbreak of two All-
Ireland defeats in the mid ’fifties
will be erased, when the red-
jerseyed brigade takes the field on
September 24.

There are fifteen good reasons
why the Leeside enthusiasts are
setting their sights on an All-Ire-
land title this year, and one of the
greatest is the stocky centre-half
forward, Eamonn Ryan from
Watergrasshill. Anybody  who
witnessed the Munster final in
July can readily understand why
the U.C.C. man is placed so highly
in the estimation of Cork fol-
lowers. For on that occasion Ryan
gave a scintillating performance on
the “forty”, ransacked the Kerry
defence at will and notched two
delightful points from play, His
display in the All-Ireland semi-
final promised to be equally
devastating, but after a brilliant
start, he faded out of the picture
and made no great impact on the
game as a whole. However, it is in
the knowledge of what Ryan can
really do on his day that Cork
supporters are enthusiastic about
their chances in the final.

When Eamonn Ryan gained his
place on the county team three
years ago, Cork’s football fortunes

By Tim Horgan

were at a low ebb. Kerry were
complete masters in the southern
province and the Leesiders’ pros-
pects of altering the situation were
very remote indeed. But then in
the autumn of 1965, Eamonn
Young came to the helm as trainer
and set about pulling the Cork
team out of the doldrums. A rigid
training schedule was undertaken
and with the assistance of Donie
O’Donovan, the Army veteran had
the players practising in all kinds
of weather throughout the winter
months,

The first flicker of success came
on a bleak December day when
Cork, inspired by a great perform-
ance by Eamonn Ryan, trounced
Dublin in a League game at Croke
Park. And though their subsequent
form in the same competition
lacked sparkle, signs of a revival
in Cork football became imminent
as championship time came
around.

In their efforts to mould a good
senior team over a long-term
period the Cork mentors had con-
centrated on young players, and a
large number of Under-21 stars
filled the ranks for the champion-
ship outings against Clare and
Limerick, Their form in these
games showed much promise, but
only the most optimistic supporter
expected Cork to beat Kerry in the
provincial decider at Killarney.
However, after a shaky start the
Leesiders came into the game in
a big way and three points by
Eamonn Ryan helped them to
regain the Munster title after a
wait of nine years.

Then they braced themselves
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for the tilt with Galway, and
though Ryan was carried off con-
cussed after ten minutes of that
match the Cork team put up a
tremendous showing before accept-
ing defeat.

By the end of the year it was
obvious that Cork footballers were
back in a big way, and though they
went through another indifferent
league campaign during the winter,
they continued to show champion-
ship promise. They were pitted
against Clare in the semi-final and
made light work of the task, and
then they clashed with the King-
dom again. Ryan had missed the
Clare game through injury, but
he bounced back for the final and
became the toast of every Cork-
onian who braved the elements to
watch a pulsating thriller at the
Cork Athletic Grounds.

Mick Morris, the Kerry captain,
had the task of holding his
U.C.C. clubmate, but from the
outset Ryan played a brand of
football that would have dumb-
founded the greatest centre-back
in the game, The former cham-
pions had no answer to the dash-
ing voung forward spearheading
the Cork attack, and though the
title was retained by a narrow
point margin, the Leesiders pre-
pared for Croke Park with a
refreshing victory over a decep-
tively-underrated Kerry team.

It was tall Mick Burke who
stole the thunder in the All-
Ireland semi-final against Cavan
and, though Cork had many other
star performers too, the wusually
outstanding Ryan faded after a

(Continued Page 42.)
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(From Centre Pages.)

'46 with the football title of ’45
keeping up the sequence).
Transport difficulties did not
prevent huge crowds attending
the 1946 final between Roscom-

mon and Kerry and to the present”

day I regret my impatience at
leaving Croke Park a few minutes
early with Kerry two goals down
and apparently a well-beaten side.

As I reached Jones’ Road I as-
sumed the crowd’s cheers signalled
the end and this was confirmed at
the Bridge when the sky was rent
with another roar. But how wrong
can you be—Kerry had hammered
home two golden equalising goals
and—the lesson learnt—1
resolved never again to leave a
game before the end.

The replay—fitted in to suit the

wretched harvest weather—saw
Kerry triumph and the Roscom-
mon challenge for the supreme
prize had ended for 16 years when
they once again had to give best
to the Kingdom in 1962.

The 1947 final was exported to
the Polo Grounds, New York, and
Cavan scored a memorable victory
over Kerry 3,000 miles from
home”.

I was a last-minute deputy for
one of the Armagh delegates at
that year’s Congress which made
the decision and I still have pangs
of conscience that I allowed
emotionalism to swing my vote in
favour of the American venture, I
wonder how many delegates of
that day have similar feelings.

Cavan confirmed their supre-
macy the following year, when

defeating Mayo by a single point
in an epic tussle, with the Wes-
terners serving ample notice that
they could not be denied much
longer.

In 1949 Cavan returned for their
third successive final but Meath
proved best after a hard exciting
struggle, |

Then, in ’50 and ’51, Mayo really
arrived taking both titles at the
expense of a very gallant Louth
and an equally brave challenge
from Royal Meath.

The 1952 final between Cavan
and Meath really became a two-
man battle especially in the replay
when the cultured boot of Mick
Higgins proved superior to the
marksmanship of Meath’s Paddy
Meegan,

@ Next Page.
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which had very

(From Previous Page.)

Perhaps, I should draw a veil
over 1953 when a record crowd—
at that time—saw Kerry overcome
Armagh who appeared to have the
rest of the country—and not a
few of the Kingdom supporters—
behind them.

This was a magnificent final and
the thousands who saw the game
free were rightly exhorted by a
commentator at the time to send
conscience money to the G.A.A.

Meath had their hour of glory
in 1954, but Kerry were back a
year later to defeat Dublin in a
game which showed much of the
Kerry traditional fare at its most
exhilarating best.

Spare a thought for Cork who
were to lose the final in 1956 to
Galway and in ’57 to Louth—the
latter a victory which was ac-
claimed far beyond the confines of
the Wee County.

I certainly wasn't neutral in '58
when I was convinced that Derry
—after a great semi-final win over
Kerry—would make the great
break-through for the Six Coun-
ties, But it wasn’t to be and Dub-
lin captured the Sam Maguire.

The Kerry-Galway battles were
continued in ’59 with honours
going to the south after one of the
few disappointing games between
the sides.

The historic events of 60 and '61
are recent memory. Down’s
triumphs over Kerry and Offaly
really set the seal on the North's
arrival with victories which I am
convinced did much good through-
out the country.

I looked forward with particular
interest to the 1962 final between
Kerry and Roscommon as I had
the honour of being a goal um-
pire on that occasion. But my
hopes of a classic game were
dashed when Kerry became cham-
pions but after an hour’s play
few  bright
moments.

Those who thought Galway un-

lucky against Dublin in 1963
would appear justified in the light
of ‘events in the following three
yvears which saw Kerry (twice) and
Meath bow the knee to the Wes-
tern magic—utter perfection (es-
pecially in 1966) if there is such a
thing in this world.

That then is a simple list of the
winners over the past 30 years with
the obvious temptation to name
the champions of champions. Well

I have enjoyed all the games but
perhaps if I could play tricks with
the hands of the clock I would
most like to see a final between
Cavan of 1948 and the Galway of
1966.

Now it is up to Cork and Meath
to carry on the historic struggle
for Gaeldom’s greatest prize.
Somehow, I have a feeling that we
won’'t be disappointed on Septem-
bzr 24!

Cthars talk. But we believe actions speak louder than words. That's
why we've grown into one of Ireland’s leading TV rental companies—
we offer you the best sets backed by the best service. With a rock-
bottom rental to match. It's as simple as that. Come and see for your-
self. You’ll find the proof at your nearest Irish TV Rentals showroom.
The best sets backed by the best service. We think you’ll agree—that's

real value for money.

Rentals start from 7/10d a week

And for the lowest of low initial payments, one of our brilliantly de-
signed 19” TV sets can be yours. No hidden extras. Nothing more to
pay until one month after installation.
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VISIT OR 'PHONE YOUR LOCAL
IRISH TV RENTALS SHOWROOM—
PROVE FOR YOURSELF OUR
RENTAL VALUE IS UNBEATABLE.

Minimum rental period 6 months. Aerials
at low rental. FREE installation—FREE
maintenance—FREE receiver insurance
—Prompt, efficient servicing on all ren-
ted models. Prefer to buy ? Our terms are
outstandingly low. Let us supply you
with all the details. Remember, whether
renting or buying, you get more for your
money with

TV Re_ntalé ]
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Erin works overtime ... o that your wife won't
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And Erin has her confidence. Never
before has society been confronted in
such a short space of time by the need
to change, to modernise, to improve.
The demands are great, but so are the
rewards. Erin is a new type of company,
designed and managed to fit the times.
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Erin spreads a tantalising feast of new,
quick-dried foods and soups before
the Irish Housewife and she responds
with an alacrity that at times surprises
even our own marketing people. So at
Erin we work overtime, we think your
wife is worth it.

Erin Foods Ltd.
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CROSSWORD —— By PERMUTER

CLUES ACROSS: 1 2 ' 3 2 5
1. Carlow hurler. (6, 5) | 17
6. Small advertisement. (2)

8. Main scoring threat in the Derry attack. (8) 5 ) 0 11

12. Mayo centre-forward or centre-field. (6)

13. The tallest man on the Kilkenny team. (6) 12

14. Seamus was a powerful Tipperary half- :

forward of the ’fifties. (6) 3
16. Senior and minor football brothers for 14
Cork 1n 1967. (5)
18. Harry saw service for Wexford in the 15 16 17
Rackard era. (6)
20. It should be made do the work, according 18 | 19
to the best authorities. (4) 29 21

21. Incomplete Cavan corner-forward. (7)

22. Ireland, as the French write it. (7) 22

23. A name common to Clare football teams

both past and present. Also Tipperary &3

star of another era. (7) 24 5

24. Wexford centre-forward who found his !.
form in the National League final. (5)
25. Either heat or refreshing drinks, according competition for the Ulster section of the
to your language. (4) League. (5)
CLUES DOWN: 11. Offaly corner-back. (4) .
1. Mayo midfielder. (1, 6) 14. Brendan as a Longford wing halt-
2. Semi-retired Dublin hurler-footballer. (1, 5) back. (6) |
3. An incline for a player’s name. (4) 15. Corner-back with Mayo. (1, 5)

4. Reverse an own goal for a player full ot

5

2

9. Lean on this Tipperary hurler-coach. (6)
10.

16. Clan in confusion. (4)

17. Waterford and Munster hurler in late "40s.,
and obviously not a bad one. (5)

19. Toness indicate the beginning of an attack.

dash and vitality. (2)
. Dubliner, footballer-hurler, who completed

his career with New York. Initials. (1, 1) (5)
Mayoman who won his All-Ireland with 0. Accounts for a Delaney (Laois) Christian
Louth. (3, 6) name. (4)

Seamus of Derry reminds one of outdated Solution Page 64

Hire a Self-Drive Car irom

AIRPORT DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION AT NO EXTRA

Irefand’s Drive Hire Ltd.

5. LOWER ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN 1. Phone : Dublin 44392 & 41257,
and Ballina 13 & 202.
COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE INCLUDING PASSLNGER LIABILITY COVER

BROCHURE ON REQUEST

CHARGE
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spacewoman?

Do you think about the spheres

you move in, sit in, lie in, fry in?

Just think how nice each room will
look surrounded by Kildare wallpapers!

(From Page 31.)

bright start. Perhaps the hard-
tackling, jersey-pulling  tactics,
characteristic of both teams that
day, didn’t suit his stylish type of
football. Perhaps too the first-time
approach of Cavan’s big centre-
back Ray Carolan proved too effec-
tive for the lighter Corkman.
Whatever it was that kept him
quiet, Eamonn Ryan is determined
it won’t happen again.

The Cork forwards have under-
gone much criticism in recent
years, partly because of the bad
reputation set up by the erratic
kickers of the 1956 and ’57 teams.
However, wunlike the present
players, most of the forwards of a
decade or so ago were midfielders
with their clubs and found them-
selves out of position in attack.
This is not the case with the
present sextet and men like Flor
Hayes, Eric Philpott and Eamonn
Ryan are three of the most dan-
gerous marksmen in the county at
the moment. Ryan’s brand of foot-
ball resembles that of the great
Sean Purcell of Galway, and once
in possession it ig well nigh im-
possible to deprive him of the ball
without infringing the rules. A fast
moving player, he thrives on the
toe-to-hand dash towards the goal,
and generally ends his run with a
neatly taken point,

Ryan was honoured by the
Munster selectors last year and
played with the province again this
season. He began his career with
the Glenville football club in East
Cork and later entered U.C.C.
where he took his B.A. degree and
Higher Diploma in Education, and
helped the College to win two
county titles, Aged 25, Eamonn is
married and lives at Watergrass-
hill where he teaches in the local
national school. He also plays
hurling with the Watergrasshill
junior team. But football remains
his first love, and on September
24 the 12-stone stalwart and his
colleagues will be all out to bring
back former glory to the city by
the Lee.



SMAOINTE FANACHA

DHEINEAS tagairt anseo cheana

don caighdedn iseal a ghabh-
ann le aistrii agus litrit sloinnte
imreoiri ar chdaracha an Chumainn
Lichleas Gael. T4 géar-ghd le
caighdani na sloinnte w@agus is
docha gur ins na scoileanna is
fearr tosnud., Séard a tharlaoinn ina
lin cdsanna nd go gcuireann
rinai an chlub ceist ar an imreoir
faoi litrii a shloinne, agus, do
réir deallraimh, athraoinn an
litrii 6 scoil go céile, Cinnte cuir-
eann an litrid nua isteach ar an
scéal freisin.

Mar sin féin, nil bunids ar bith
leis an litria “Mc Cormaic” cuirim
i gcas; nil ann ach béarlachas agus
agus nil leithseéal ar bith ann go
bhfdgfai an ‘a’ ar lar sa bhfocal

mdc.

Uaireannta loitear sloinnte fior-
Ghaolach tré litrid di-chéilleach
agus, ar an ldimh eile, deintear
an-iarracht cuma ‘Gaolach a cur ar
shloinnte Normanach — ceaptar
nach gd ach “O” n6 “Mac” a chur
rompu maille le caolid an ghnotha
dheiridh!

Ni dhéanfadh sé dochar ar bith

dia gcuirfi gluais beag de sloinnte
ar fdil do na runaithe chontae;
bh,fhéidir go dtabharfaidh eagar-
théir “Gaelic Sport” fén ngnd.
AN “CHEARNOG” UD

T4 an-chuid cainte ar siul fé
méid na ‘‘cearndige’” a leathnu—
daoine a rd go dtabharfadh a
leithéid deis de mna tosaigh tuille
ciul a ghnothi da bhéirne. Nilim
ag rd nach n-aontaim leis an
smaoineamh ach chomh fada 1s a
bhaineann sé le maoir-chuil 1
lathair na huaire ni tugtar dird ar
bith ar an riail adeir mach bhfuil
sé¢ ceadmhach do na tosaigh bheith
laistigh de limistéar na cearndige

T4 nds ag tosaigh an lae inniu
ruathar isteach a thabhairt chun
eagla a chur ar an gculbaire gan
bacaint leis an liathréid. Ar ndéigh
bionn a bhfurmhér istigh sa
chearndig roimh na liathrdide ach
is annamh a cealaitear scor dd
bhdrr. Is ar na maoir chiil atd an
dualgas sin ach, mar adeirim,
riilid ins gach chds ag comhlionadh
a ndualgaisi.

TEACHT ANIAR!
Le déanai td an-éileamh ar

When in Dublin . . .

visit Ireland’s Premier Cinema

ADELPHI

railce ré Le1T ROIth MUINTIR & TULITE
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le Sean O Ddnagain

chluichi idir foireann ¢ Radio-
Teilifis Eireann agus iar-imreoiri
cdailidla i gceanntracha ¢agsula.
Ni haon dochar €, fhaid is a
mbionn na himreoiri fé bhun na
dachad mbliain agus go mbid
réasunta aicilli, Ach td an donas
ar fad ar an scéal nuair a cuir-
tear foirne na bliana 1947, Ciarrai
agus Cabhdn, sa choimhlint aris—
a bhfurmhér 6s cionn 45 bliana.
Is ionadh liom nach raibh beirt
nd tritir ar l4r le taom chroi.

FREAGRAI DE DAITH
Ba mhaith liom freagrai fhail
é leitheoiri ar chiupla cheist:—

(a) An ndeintear aon chuid de
gné chlub ar bith tré Gaeilge?

(b) An dtugtar aon léacht as
Gaeilge i gclub ar bith ?

(c) An bhfuil suim chomh mor
sa Ghaeilge ag muintir chlub ar
bith go rithfidis rin 1 mbliana
don Chomhdhdil <Chontae go
ndéanfai iarracht deimhnitheach
chun an teanga ndisiunta a leith-
nia?

T4 sdil agam roinnt freagraf fhdil
fé chuiram an eagarthéra—cad fut
féin a chara?

DINE
IN THE

HIDEOUT

Where you can enjoy
good food in comfori-
able surroundings at
moderate prices.

Open to 11 p.m. every night
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LIFE AS A JESUIT

IS AN OFFERING,

A  SACRIFICE,

A GIFT TO
GOD

Would You
o s Like to Give
. \ the Gift of Your

Life to God as a
Jesuit ?

For particulars write to :

REYV. FR. PROVINCIAL, S.J., 85 EGLINTON ROAD, DUBLIN 4.

SOCIETY OF AFRICAN MISSIONS

MISSIONS

AFRICA

Boys who feel a desire to Devote their lives to God and

souls as Missionary Priests and Brothers are invited to

write for information and advice to :

FR. SEAN KELLY, S.M.A.,
Director of Vocations,
AFRICAN MISSIONS,

BLACKROCK ROAD, CORK.
—




THE MINOR FINAL

HIS is not a vintage year In
minor football; I may have
been unlucky that few of the
games 1 saw were productive of
the highest quality of free, stylish
football that this grade promises
and often produces. Certainly the
semi-finals of the All-Ireland
championship were by no means
up to the show-piece occasions
that they ought to be. First Cork
were too good for Tyrone 1n a
game which showed great tactical
immaturity among the northerners;
physically less well-equipped, they
persisted in the solo-run, closing
the game into a tight order which
suited Cork.

Yet, even Cork were not too im-
pressive, and a good deal of un-
certain shooting might have been
a more serious burden for them to
carry were it not for the two goals
which they snatched in the middle
of the first half, and which gave
them a lead which Tyrone never
looked likely to overcome. Yet,
there are some very attractive
qualities about the Cork team.
They have a very strong centre-
field combination, and if it can
maintain efficiency for the full
hour—and it will need to for this
is also the strong point of the Laois
team—it will influence the out-
come to a very large degree.

I have the feeling that Cork, in
general, may have the more effec-
tive players in defence and attack,
in a proportion of four to two in
each case, perhaps. But, there are
individual Laois men of strength
and quality, Strength, indeed, is a
matter to be seriously considered

By
JOE KAVANAGH

in minor games, and, these two
teams certainly are well-matched
here. The physical advantages
should not be significant,

In style, there is a little to be
preferred in the Corkmen, from
what I have seen of both, and the
inside forwards on the Cork side
strike me as more speedy and
cunning, and with a better eye for
an opening or the prising of an
opening than the Laois line. Yet,
Laois possesses a player of real
worth in the full-forward Lalor,
who works as hard as he shoots,
and despite his heavy preference
for his right foot, forms a distinct
threat to Cork.

The forwards of Laois were
affected with a squandermania in
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THE BOYS FROM CORK AND LAOIS
CARRY BIG RESPONSIBILITIES

their game with Roscommon, of
which they made very heavy
weather, even though they were
opposing a team who were only
able to mount a few isolated
periods of pressure. In view also
of the fact that Roscommon were
able to score all but a point of
Laois’ total, there would appear to
be some reason to suspect the
true metal of Laois under pres-
sure from forwards who know
their business.

One thing, however, must be
emphasised: both teams will have
to set out for victory with high
intentions. They will have to play
with high ideals in mind, rather
than petty pulling and fouling. It
needs a high class minor game to
bring the best of this grade before
the public, for their memories will
be of moderate games throughout
a year of no great standards.

Perhaps the best Cork chances
will reside in the pull which will
be given them from the half-back
line backing up the centre-field in
times of stress. An unknown ele-
ment in the whole contest is the
truth of the semi-final form. None-
theless, there is little doubt that
much of Laois’ hopes will again
have to rest on a very powerful
midfield of Houlihan and Fleming.
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THE FIGHTING

HEART OF LAOIS

“IT’S a long road that has no

turning.” For Laois that
“road,” in terms of All-Ireland
championships, stretches right

back to 1915, when the county won
the senior hurling title. That, in
fact, 1s their only All-Ireland
crown in any grade of hurling or
football. They have contested All-
Ireland finals since, of course, the
most recent being in 1964, when
they lost to Kerry in the initial
Under-21 football decider, and also
that year to Cork in minor hur-
ling.

Now, it is the turn of the
county’s minor footballers of 1967.
It takes a good team to get Into
any All-Ireland final, but this
youthful outfit—eleven are elig-
ible again next year—has shown
such class and talent in a brill-
iant march to the decider that
there are sober grounds for
optimism in the county that the
starlets of today will go one better
than the last Laois teenage team
to reach a national football
decider.

That was back in the infancy
of the All-Ireland champiorship
in 1932, when in another Leinster-
Munster clash, Kerry, with a 3-8 to
1-3 win, became the first county
to win this title two years in a
row, Few, then, could have en-
visaged that the wings of time
would have wafted up to 1966
before Laois again put their name
on the Leinster minor football
Roll of Honour.

It wasg a spirited return, too, to
All-Treland fare. Teamed with

Down, they battled back from an
11 point interval deficit at Croke
Park to snatch a draw, and in the
replay at An Uaimh a week later,
they were only beaten by a point.

I saw Laois in those two games
last year and I have also watched
the current team in a number of
matches. My view is that the 1967
team 1S superior.

It has the same unquenchable
spirit that the 1966 side displayed
in that great fight-back in the
drawn game with Down. We had
ample evidence of this in the semi-
final success over Roscommon,
when Laois, after looking to be
on the way to a good win with
a 1-6 to 0-6 lead early in the
second half, conceded 2-1 in three
shattering minutes to fall a goal in
arrears.

Those hammer blows were suf-
ficient to shatter the morale and
determination of any team. It 1is
all the more a measure, then, of
the ability of these Laois boys that,
at a time when a lesser side would
have become discouraged and
wilted in the face of the renewed
and unexepcted challenge, they
knuckled down doggedly to the
task on hand and battled back for
a deserved final place. It is fight-
ing heart like this, when sup-
ported by ability and class, that
so often proves the real key in
operiing the door to an All-
Ireland title.

It is up front, however, that I
am convinced the present team
‘“‘scores,” in more ways than one,
over last year’s. In these days

47

By

BERNIE
POWER

when so many teams are lacking in
forwards accurate in finishing,
Laois have in all six positions,
youths who can take their scores
in expert style, They have had a
high-scoring march to the final,
with Steve Allen being a partic-
ularly efficient unit in the scoring
machine with a wonderful per-
sonal total for the campaign so
far of 9-8, And, John Lalor, last
year’s captain, is close behind with
2-23! The scoring total to date by
Laois is 24 goals and 62 points,
which is impressive marksmanship
in any man’s language!

Ivor Holohan, a brother of
Donegal forward, Des, and Seamus
Fleming, form a strong midfield
lintk between defence and attack,
and the rearguard is well-mar-
shalled, and will undoubtedly
present a difficult path to goal for
the Cork forwards.

Yes, the more I run the rule
over this talented company of star-
lets, the more I am convinced that,
in what has the makings of a great
final, this combination is the
county’s best “bet” in years to
end that long, barren Laois spell
in the All-Ireland championships.

Should the boys from the
O’Moore County do just that, a
new name will be inscribed on the
Tom Markham Cup for the fourth
time in this decade, Cork made
history in 1961, Offaly won their
only final in 1964, and Derry made
it a first-timer two years ago.
That Offaly win was the last by

(To page 59)



out of the frying pan. ..
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into the seat of a brand new tractor. Just
the job to develop your farm to its full
potential ! Why didn’t you think of B.W.
before this ? Theyre the people who want
to help you to expand. Any farmer ham-
pered by lack of capital should get in
touch with B.W. Call. ring or write for
details of how B.W. can help you.

B.W. CREDIT
CORPORATION LTD.

Viember of the Irish Finance Houses Association.
14 Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin 2. Tel. 67206 (5 lines).
F. 8. O’'Neill, Managing Director. Athlone Road,
Roscommon. Tel 6277. T. Rogers, Branch Manager.
34 Grand Parade, Cork. Tel. 24429, J. A. Daly,
Branch Manager., Market Cross, Carlow. Tel. 576.
F. Eustace, Branch Manger. John St., Kells. Tel. 14.
Fintan Ginnity, Branch Manager.

always on the ball
. ahead on points

1. QUALITY UNSURPASSABLE
2. SERVICE UNBEATABLE
3. WEIGHT INDISPUTABLE

MEATH LIME

TRIM 1eL 2

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES :

James Fagan, Crossakiel, Co. Meath.

Michael Rigney, 7 Charlemont St., Dublin
Tel : 51046
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THE PRIDE OF TIPPERARY

"ROSCREA"

BACON and HAMS,
Pure Pork SAUSAGES,
Lard, Etc.

FAMOUS FOR FIFTY YEARS

Stocked by all good Grocers.
Sought by all discerning Buyers.

Produced at the

ROSCREA BACON FACTORY

ROSCREA, CO. TIPPERARY

Phone : Roscrea 6.




FORCE

HAT a dramatic change in the

fortudes of Cork football in
the minor grade since 1959! At the
dawn of that year they had won
the Munster title only twice (1939
and 1952) and had never appeared
in a teenage national final. Since
1959 they have been the dominant
force in the grade in the South,
with six provincial titles, including
this vyear’s, to their credit as
against Kerry's three, three All-
Irelarnd final appearances, and a
title in 1961.

Kerry, of course, won All-
Ireland titles in 1962 and 1963, but
Cork’s over-all record leaves
little doubt that it has been their
era: a bright chapter that now
stamps the Rebel County as a
dynamic force in the wunder-18
grade, and also augurs well for the
future of Leeside football. But,
what of the immediate task—this
bid to set the county off on the
right foot with a win?

Cork may not have set the foot-
ball world alight with the quality
of their play in a disappointing
semi-final with Tyrone, but there
was still plenty of evidence in that
game, as in the Munster champion-
ship, that their team has much to
recommend it. Their footballers
are safe fielders, accurate Kkickers,
and play with tremendous dash
and spirit and considerable skill.
There is also power, drive and
determination in plenty from goal
to left-full-forward.

Cork’s first meeting with a
Leinster county in a minor foot-
ball final was in 1964, when the

CORK A DYNAMIC

IN MINOR GRADE

accurate boot of Tony McTeague,
and the good all round play of his
Offaly colleagues, resulted 1d an
0-15 to 1-11 success for the
Leinster champions. Cork’s only
All-Ireland title success was forged
in a 3-7 to 0-5 victory over Mayo,
three years earlier. Could that win,
in fact, prove a lucky omen for
Cork? Their first final appearance
a year previous was also against
the champions of Codnacht
(Galway, who won 4-9 to 1-5), and
they are now, of course, chasing
a somewhat similiar revenge-type
of victory as in 1961.

Despite that failure to Offaly,
tradition points to a Munster
success, From the initial final, in
which Clare won their only title
at the expense of Longford in
1929, and the last East-South
meeting in 1964, the champions
of these provinces have clashed in
10 finals, and the score stands at
6-4 in favour of the South.
Munster’s last title was gained at
the expense of the East, Kerry
foiling Westmeath for a first title
in 1963.

Still on the omen theme . . .
Kerry recorded both Munster’s
first minor and senior double in
the same year, and the first such
double in the history of these
championships in 1931 at the
expense of Leinster winners in both
grades! They beat Louth at minor,
and Kildare in senior. Cork are in
line for this particular double for
the first time in their history. It
is, in fact, a feat that only one
county, other than Kerry, has
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By
OWEN McCANN

achieved—Dublin. The Kingdom
have a proud record of doubles in
1931, 1932, 1946 and 1962, and
Dublin were successful in both
grades for the only time in 1958.
Kerry also completed the last
Munster double in 1962, when they
mastered Roscommon at senior
after their minors had outscored
Mayo.

On the debit side for Cork,
however, is the fact that since the
Tom Markham Cup was first
presented as the trophy for minor
football in 1941, Leinster teams
have won out eight times, as
against five Munster successes.
Connacht, in fact are in second
place with six wins, and Ulster
bring up the rear with four titles.

But past records; past achieve-
ments; omens . . . enough of them!
You can discount them all, when
this 35th All-Ireland final brings
Cork and Laois into opposition in
any grade of championship football
for the first time. It is on the
talents and skills of the youths on
parade that this intriguing and
highly-appealing curtain-raiser will
ultimately be decided.

Laois are undoubtedly a formid-
able obstacle for Cork to over-
come. But, the Munster champioais
have strenght and depth in defence
and attack, and power in midfield.
To complement this, there is the
experience of defender Simon
Murphy and forwards Jimmy
Barrett and Ted O’Brien.

Murphy was in the team beaten
by Mayo in the 1966 semi-final,

(To page 61)
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INSTANT INFORMATION WITH A JOWEN ELECTRONIC

SCOREBOARD The Jowen Electronic Scoreboards are specially designed to provide
all the data for any event. Put your club or stadium way ahead by installing one of these
remotely controlled scoreboards which can be manufactured to suit any form of sport.
Write now for details.

JOWEN ELECTRONICS LIMITED

DEVONSHIRE STREET WEST, CORK. PHONE 20601
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HOTEL Ciste Na
METROPOLE banban Ceo

Gaels all given a warm We Have Already Paid Qut

welcome £250,000

_ To Participating Clubs.
Specially reduced terms to PIEE
Our New Bonus Scheme will greatly increase

Gaelic Football and your club’s income from our Pools.

Hurlmg teams Does your club promote CISTE
If not, why not contact us to-day at:

34 PLAS PARNELL, CORCAIGH.

Fon : Corcaigh 23174/5/6
or at

w Best wishes to the Cork Football Team

in the All-Ireland final.
32 SIUL NA mBAITSILEIR,

CORK BLA CLIATH

Telephone : Cork 51301 Fon : 47023 A.2




TONY BRENNAN

NE of the surest things about
the All-Ireland final 1s that
when it is over Tony Brennan's
name will figure high on the scoring
list. This quiet-spoken Enfield for-
ward is one of Meath’s trump cards
and the Cork defence will learn
about him on September 24.

I recently had the following chat
with Tony !

O'D—To what do you attribute
Meath’s fine win over Mayo ?

B.—We took our chances. Experi-
ence had something to do with it.
We also had trained carefully.

O’'D.—Did the margin of Meath's
victory surprise you'?

B.—To an extent. I had expected
a harder challenge from Mayo.
They are still a fine team and
should be back.

O’D.—Do you think Meath have
now mastered the art of long-range
points or is this something which
is to be seen anfy every now and
then ?

" fraining is too

— I hope you will see it on
Septembﬂr 24. We have certainly
worked hard at it and Peter McDer-
mott has given a lot of attention
to this aspect of play. 1 would
say that we are more proficient at
it now than we were last year.

O’D.—It is often said that Meath
inclined towards
physical fitness and not enough to
the tactics of the game. Do Yyou
agree !

B.—There is certainly no lack of
emphasis on tactics this year, both
aspects are being combined.

O’'D—How do you rate Meath's
chances against Cork?

B.—Very high. I think that this
is our year. In saying that I am not
under-estimating Cork. They are
a strong and very capable team but
our experience should be worth the
few points that matter.

O'D.—What sort of a game do
you expect it to be?

talks to SEAN O'DONNELL

B—This is a difficult question.
Our styles are not very different. It
should be a fast and hard game—
plenty of contact and traditional
football at its best.

O'D—To go back to last year's

final, was it a great disappoini-
ment ?
B—Yes, it was. We had over-

rated ourselves on the strength of
our semi-final performance against
Down. But then a lot of non-
Meath people over-rated us too.

O'D. — Were you relieved when
Mayo beat Galway in this years
championship ?

B.—Very much so. There was a
great danger that we would have
had an inferiority complex about
Galway had we met them this year.

O’'D.—Who is the most difficult
opponent you have played on?

B. — Bosco McDermott without
any doubt—a great footballer.

The NATIONAL Scoreboard

’I Your money is safer in the Bank

1 Your money will earn interest

I [t can be used to increase production

m——

'l It can be withdrawn at a moment’s notice

‘I Having an account makes you and your family known
to the staff—an advantage which speaks for itself

5 Reasons for keeping money in

NATIONAL BA|

NIK

LTD

CHIEF OFFICES : 34-35 COLLEGE GREEN, DUBLIN

Numerous branches throughout Ireland
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Your money
earns
more money

with AC

Your money will make more money when
you invest with The Agricultural Credit
Corporation because you get 6°/ (tax not
deducted) and your investment and interest
are guaranteed by the Irish Government.
There is no risk of capital depreciation.
Deposits with the ACC will directly assist
our agricultural industry and in turn give
you one of the most secure investments
available in Ireland to-day.

i | e

TAX NOT DEDUCTED | |
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The Agricultural Credit Corporation Ltd.

( Corparaid an Chairde Thalmhaiochta Teo.)

Harcourt St. Dublin 2 ’Phone 53021

Please send to me in strict confidence details of
The ACC Deposit Account Facilities.

NAME (BlIock Letters)

ADDRESS

PETER OWENS
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HANDBALL

The Kerry

Tradition
By ALLEYMAN

THE most glamorous pairing in

present-day Irish handball is
the McEllistrim brothers, Tom and
Murty from Kerry. They have
been to the forefront for the past
couple of years and, with age on
their side should continue to be
in the news for at least another
decade.

It is significant that they come
from Kerry, for they, in fact, are
carrying on a great tradition.
Before they emerged on the
horizon of handball glory, the
Kingdom had shone as a beacon
for a very long time, mainly
through the efforts of Paddy
Downey and Jimmy O’Brien,

It is interesting to take a look
back at their career, for this pair
have really become somewhat of
an institution as they amassed no
less than ten All-Ireland doubles
titles.

Indeed some of those victories
revive memories of the occasions
when they made stupendous
recoveries, often grasping victory
from the jaws of defeat. Foremost
to mind comes a Munster final
between Kerry and Tipperary at
the Horse and Jockey on June 19,
1960. Downey and O’Brien were
opposed to Mick Shanahan and
Tom Doheny,

The Tipperary men were in won-
derful form that day and when
they led by three games, it
appeared that the title, won by
Kerry the previous year, was about
to change hands. But then it
happened — Downey found his
touch and, ably assisted by
O’Brien, he went about reducing
the deficit.

Playing their best-ever handball,




they gradually overhauled the
Tipperarymen and, in winning the
next four games, turned what
looked like certain defeat into a
glorious victory.

They went on to retain their All-
Ireland crown by disposing of Kil-
dare’s Tony Daly and Pat Winders,
although, in this case also they had
to make up leeway after losing the
first two games.

The year 1960 appears to have
unfolded many tales, especially for
Downey, who also figured in one
of the most unusual hardball
singles finals ever played,

The game, between himself and
Joe Maher, was fixed for Ceanan-
nus Mor on October 2, 1960, but
due to inclement weather had to
be transferred to the covered court
at Ballymore-Eustace. It proved
to be one of the greatest mara-
thons of recent times.

They matched each other so
well for guile, shot and alleycraft
that if there was such a thing as
stalemate in handball then this
was it.

When darkness came down on
Ballymore-FEustace, they packed
their bags and set out for Cloughran.

Here, the lights were switched
on, and Maher and Downey again
took up the running where they
had left off. Eventually, late on
Sunday night, the greater staying
power of the Tralee man proved
decisive and he ran out a narrow
winner. The scores in Downey’s
favour in that marathon were:

- 21-17; 21-18; 9-21; 21-17; 7-21;

10-21; 21-11.

To Maher’s credit he was back
again the following year and
dethroned the Kerryman in four
straight games.

Downey’s last appearance in
singles fare was in the All-Ireland
hardball final against the late Des
Dillon in the Autumn of 1963,
when he won easily. After that
he concentrated on doubles play,
where his perfect alley sense stood
him in good stead.

Of his partner Jimmy O’Brien,
it can be said that he was the
supreme doubles player, who holds

many records that will not be sur-
passed for a long time.

He has the distinction of appear-
ing most often on a successful All-
Ireland senior soft doubles pair-
ing., Originally he partnered Joe
Hassett and then Downey with
whom he played since 1955.

The Kerry Twins of handball as
they were normally referred to,
certainly had a glorious innings.
And, if they must now fade from
the limelight to make way for the
new stars, it should go on record
that they have contributed to the
sparkle of their successors.

When the McEllistrims went in
search of a record breaking run of
four junior All-Ireland titles last
season, they had the full co-opera-
tion of Downey and O’Brien by
way of practice runs and advice.
I have little doubt that as they
continue to hit the headlines and
win titles they will receive the
same aid from the old maestros
whose feats they hope to emulate
and even surprass.

Strength and staying power is a
winning formula. But going helter-
skelter for well over an hour takes
energy — Bovril energy. Bovril
supplements your diet with its
concentrated goodness and important
B vitamins, Riboflavin and Niacin.
And it helps you to get the most out
of the other foods you eat.

Bovril does all this without adding
to the weight you have to carry about
__ extra ounces can make a vital

difference in so many sports!

So drink Bovril regularly. Don’t be
selfish though, tell your team-mates
why you're playing so well. They
can enjoy Bovril, too.

#

33

—— e



the shoes with the

SIX MONTHS
GUARANTEE

* No Repair Bills.
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Dublin’s Most Central Hotel !

WYNN’S
HOTEL

Lower Abbey Street
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RECENT development 1n a

Mayo objection will cause
many County Chairmen to re-
think of a ruling that, as far
as I know, they have been making
consistently in the past. One team
objected against the opposition
being awarded the game after the
latter had appeared on the field
fifteen minutes late. The Mayo
County Board heard the objection
and stripped the winners of the
game, but did not award it to the
losers.

And the reason for this seem-
ingly unjust decision? Rule 74
stipulates that a team which fails
to take the field at the appointed
time shall be fined £1 for every
five minutes for which they are
late up to 15 minutes. Any team
more than fifteen minutes late
shall forfeit the game, even though
they may be winners on the score-
line, etc.

The Rule says they “forfeit the
game”’, but it makes no provision
that the game be awarded to the
opposition. But how often have
we seen this being done. 1 hope
that Co. and divisional Chairmen
will take note of this and apply the
rule correctly in future.

EACH-WAY FORECAST

I had the opportunity of reading
quite a number of newspapers prior
to the Mayo v. Meath semi-final.
I noted that Mayo-born journalist
David Halloran, who is on the staff
of the “Drogheda Independent”
plumped for a narrow Meath vic-
tory in his own paper.

However, 1n the ' “Western
People”, as a guest writer, he gave

By VINCENT MURRIHY

the vote to Mayo to win narrowly.

But then in the *“Gaelic
Weekly”, he was very non-
commital. So win, lose or draw
David would have been right.

REPEAT WINNERS

A coincidence of this year’s All-
Ireland series was that the same
counties in each province carried
off both the Under-21 and Junior
titles. Kildare, Kerry, Mayo and
Derry being the counties in each
case.

SUBSTITUTE LINESMAN

John Barrett’s footnote in the
“Kerryman’ after his report on the
Kildare v. Kerry All-Ireland junior
semi-final at Newbridge : “It was
farcical that in an All-Ireland
semi-final that a Kerry substitute
should have had to act as lines-
man. This automatically meant
that he had no chance of being
brought into the game at any stage,
which is just about the most
demoralising thing that can hap-
pen a substitute. In addition it was
unfair that anybody from either
side should have had to act in such
a capacity, particularly in the pre-
vailing atmosphere.

GORTLETTERAGH

It’s very refreshing to read of
such wonderful progress in a
county like Leitrim which 1s pass-
ing through such a difficult phase.
The occasion was the opening of a
new G.A.A. field at Gortletteragh
and it certainly was a day of ful-
filment for the hard working
Park Committee, who have put
many back-breaking hours of work
into the project. May they enjoy
the success they deserve.

55

ROSCOMMON HURLERS
Roscommon hurlers certainly
hit the headlines during the past

month.
In the Connacht Under-21

final they trounced Mayo by 11-8
to 1-2 (a winning margin of 36
points) and they followed this up
by whipping Leitrim in the minor
decider by 12-11 to 1-0 (a winning
margin of 44 points).

But the success story ends there.
The Sunday after the Under-21
victory their Intermediate hurlers
were trounced by 6-13 to 2-7 by
Antrim in the All-Ireland semi-
final (18 points) while the minors
went under to Down by 22 points.

From riches to rags.

SURPRISE VISIT

It must have been a great thrill
for the 200 or so young Munster
lads that had the opportunity of
spending a month-long holiday in
Ballingeary Gaeltacht. While there
they studied both the language and
the games and their holiday was
highlighted by the visit of the
President and Secretary of the
G.A.A., Séamus O Riain and Sean
O Siochdin respectively.

POINTS PENALTIES

I was fascinated by a suggestion
that was mooted (in Limerick)
some time ago to cure teams who
are continually arriving late on the
field. It stipulates that a team
arriving late be penalised by a
point being added to the op-
position’s tally for the first five
minutes: two points for the
second five and a point per minute
after that. It’s certainly an effec-

(To page 61)




MUNSTER MEDLEY

HILST readily agreeing that it
is just not possible to please
everybody, the reception given to
the groupings for the coming
National Leagues suggest that all
too many of the counties are dis-
satisfied with the new arrange-
ments.
Kerry are not happy about
having to play in the top hurling

company and I agree they are
being realistic in their approach.
As Limerick or Tipperary cannot
hope to provide exciting football
fare when opposed to Cork or
Kerry; a similar situation arises in
hurling when Kerry are pitted
against any of the other sides in
their present grouping. They will
not gain a lot by being dubbed the

Ballyclough

Supplying
a Service to
3,000 farmers
in North Cork
and providing
animal foods,

fertilizers and
seeds at com-
petitive prices.

Creameries

Mallow

UNRIVALLED
CASH AND KIND
FACILITIES FOR
CREDIT WORTHY
FARMERS IN THE
INTEREST OF
MORE
PRODUCTION

First-class A.l. Service from carefully selected sires. The

Society pioneered ALl

in this country and continues to

progress on more and more EXPORTS.

enguiries .

TELEPHONES: MALLOW 21592, 21279, 21506.

GOOD WISHES TO THE CORK TEAM
“_
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By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

LEAGUE GROUPINGS CRITICISED

cinderella of their group even be-
fore a ball is struck.

It 1s disappointing that the
Central Council were not more
appreciative of the standards when
approaching this whole question
of the Leagues. Played as they are
during the worst months of the
year it 1is particularly important
that every effort be made to en-
sure by every means humanly
possible that the standard of play
will be such as to induce the fans
out.

This 1s particularly important
in a season that has witnessed a
further drop in public support for
the games. Almost from every
county the story is being heard
and it is evident that a big drive
must be made, and without delay,
if the position is not to deteriorate
still further,

Many causes have been blamed
for this loss of interest, The tele-
vising of the big All-Ireland ties
has proved disastrous—not only
from the point of view of the very
serious fall in the attendances at
Croke Park, but for the effect it
has had on local games all over
the country,

With an already heavily loaded
programme 1t is just not feasible
to leave these Sundays blank.

Heavy losses are being incurred
through playing to what, in places,
proved only a handful of spect-
ators, and immediate action must
be taken before irreparable harm



is done to divisional and county
board finances.

With  the development of
grounds, and other necessary
amenities the charges on field
committees and other bodies have
increased enormously 1n recent
years. Rates on grounds and pro-
perty are constantly rising, bank
interest and Dbuilding costs are
heavy, and on top of all this the
expenses associated with the run-
ning of games are very much on
the up and up.

The Association just cannot
afford live television, and this fact
must be accepted, and right away,
before untold damage is wrought,

Many supported the original
granting of television rights in the
belief—now found to be mistaken
—that a generous attitude to the
new medium would induce in
return a generous treatment from
the RTE authorities in regard
to the national games,

For a period the “G.A.A. World
of Sport” programme, despite its
shortcomings, gave some hope that
this would be forthcoming. When
this was discontinued the cover-
age of the national games lost all
appeal for the great majority of
G.A.A, fans. The time is long
overdue for the Association to
show it is not prepared to put up
with such treatment.

They can do this in a very ef-
fective way by withdrawing all
rights for the televising of their
games unless absolute assurances
are given that Gaelic Games be
accorded the special place which is
their due on a national service.

I cannot help feeling but that
we have been very weak in not
insisting on this long ago, but
there can be no doubt about it
that the time for very serious
action has now arrived, and units
of the Association all over the
country cannot go on losing big
money on occasions when games
are being televised unless some-
thing very tangible is forthcoming
in return from the RTE
authorities,

Your son’s future...

the New Ireland man will help_

Your son’s future . . . scientist,
technician, executive, is in your
hands; plan it well by providing for
it now. New Ireland will help you
to ensure that your plans for his
future will be fulfilled. Call your
local New Ireland man to-day.

NEW IRELAND

Assurance Company Limited

12 Dawson St., Dublin 2.
Man, Dir. M. W. O'Reilly, LL.D., P.C., F.C.1.1,

“SHIELD OF
SECURITY”

JOHN ENGLISHBY

& SONS
NAVAN, CO. MEATH

PHONE 21274

Manufacturers of Gates and Railings

Towbars Made and Fitted On All Makes
Of Cars.
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(AMOGIE

BY the time you read these

notes, we will have seen the
All-Ireland final between Antrim
and Dublin and I shall be greatly
surprised if it is not one of the
most spectacular yet played. Cer-
tainly, from the evidence of the
semi-finals, both teams were even
better than they were when they
met in the brilliant final of 1966,
and so the final had everything in

its favour.

Indeed, from the games I saw
all through the championship the
standard of the play continues to

improve and if Dublin did con-
tinue to lead the way in Leinster,
the worth of Wexford, Offaly and
Kilkenny showed a consistent
advance while, also in Leinster, I
was greatly impressed by the
quality of the camogie played by
Kildare and Meath in the junior
final.

Mayo, who had come somewhat
unexpectedly out of the West, gave
what I considered a very good dis-
play against Dublin in the All-
Ireland semi-final. Indeed, I think
Mayo would have done even better

PRECISION BUILT FOR FINE

Precision hand
machine. Differen- [Eis
tial action land-roll. (- sk i
Free wheel. 6 knives S 0usaetid
of Sheffield Steel.

NEW! QUIET 4-STROKE &
‘FOURTEEN’ o

Ransomes Appointed Sales and
Service Distributors for Hand

Motor and Gang Mowers

LOW GOST ROTARY MOWING
18" 4-STROKE

TYPHOON Major

Ransomes Typhoon
masters all your

gTRss cutting
problems,

FOR LARGER LAWNS
18 & 20 HARQUIS gmmcet

~
Superb 4-stroke wfr
for constant R Vi LT
work on medium
sized lawns.

Also Authorised Repair Agents

McKENZIES, CORK

TELEPHONE 52301-2-3-4-5
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By AGNES HOURIGAN

had the weather not turned so
sour the day they met Dublin at
Parnell Park.

Antrim impressed me most of
all when I saw them beat Cork at
Cork, but when I went up to Bel-
fast a week afterwards to see the
camogie course organised by the
Ulster Council, I was not surprised
that the standard in the North is
so high.

There were up to fifty members
at the course, and it was hard to
know whether their bubbling good
humour, their dedication to the
task in hand or their determina-
tion to improve left the most
lasting impression.

Certainly, camogie in Down, and
Derry and Monaghan, no less than
in Antrim, must benefit hugely
from this educational session, and
the first result, I feel, will be that
Ulster will be very hard to beat
in future in the Gael-Linn
Cup inter-provincial series.

So on the playing fields the
future of camogie is very bright,
but the most disturbing thing
about the game this season has
been the lack of spectator interest,
This was especially disturbing at
the two All-Ireland semi-finals.

Neither at Cork or in Dublin was
the turn-out any more than a frac-
tion of what it should have been.
True, the weather was far from
favourable on either occasion, but
the fact remains that no more than
a couple of hundred people turned
up either at the University Col-
lege, Cork, grounds or at Parnell
Park.

Now there might have been some
slight excuse for the Dublin fol-
lowers as nobody expected Mayo
to defeat the champions, although
even so one felt that, considering
the number of camogie players in
Dublin, the number would have
been at least twice as great had
even a third of them turned out to
support their own game and their
own team.




But the position in Cork was
that the Cork side were in with a
great chance of reaching the All-
[reland final for the first time in
more than a decade and they were
facing the great Antrim side that
had run Dublin to two points in
last year’s All-Ireland final. Yet,
the attendance was worse than dis-
appointing, and afterwards 1 won-
dered if it was a mistake to bring
this game to Cork at all. For
camogie it seems is not enough of
a novelty to attract the Cork
citizens.

Perhaps it would have been
better to play the game in some
such centre as Youghal where
camogie is strong but where an
All-Ireland semi-final would have
been something of a novelty and
would surely have provided a far
bigger crowd than turned up in
Cork. I remember some years
ago, when Kilkenny and Dublin
met in a Leinster final, the game
was played in the hurling centre
of Mooncoin in the extreme south
of Kilkenny, and the crowd that
turned up was one of the biggest
ever seen at a Leinster final. So
I think it would be good for the
game in every way to play those
big games away from the cities.

In the first place, such matches
would attract a better crowd there
and secondly it would be very
good publicity for the game,
especially when those who have
never seen camogie of this stan-
dard before realise the excellence
of the game as played by the top
teams. Indeed, 1 still with
pleasure remember the big crowd
and the pleasant day at the All-
Ireland semi-final between Antrim
and Dublin at Glenarriffe some
couple of years ago.

Another matter that demands
attention is the attendance at the
All-Treland finals. Now I know
that no matter how well Antrim
and Dublin play when they meet,
the general public refuse to show
any great interest, so it is up to
the Association itself, to make
some attempt to organise their own

members to turn up 1n greater
numbers. I was very pleased in
this respect to see definite steps
in this direction being taken by
those attending the course in
Belfast.

More than one club was organ-
ising a bus-load to go to Dublin,
and there was a suggestion that
at least one school team would
come along together to see cam-
ogie at its best. This is a start
in the right direction, and I feel
that if it were impressed upon the
clubs and counties that the annual
final day should also be a kind of
rallying day for all true supporters
of the game, we should be able
to double the attendance from past
and present camogie players alone,

FIGHTING HEART

(From page 47)

an Eastern team, and that game
also marked the last appearaice
by Leinster champions in the con-
cluding round.

When Laois last reached the
All-Ireland minor final, Leinster
was unrepresented in the senior
decider, so this is a unique East-
ern line-up on final day. What
price, now, another Leinster first-
timer—a Laois-Meath double?

Incidentally, in addition to
Lalor, defender James Mangan,
Fleming and forward Robert
Millar were in last year’s team.
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BALLYELLEN

MAGNESIUM LIMESTONE FLOUR WORKS

SERVES
4,000
SOUTH
LEINSTER
FARMERS

Land dressed
with Ballyellen
Limestone Flour
safeguards stock

against grass
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staggers, by
raising the
magnesium
content
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A fine old Irish family

Gold Label is the oldest, best loved family in
Ireland. And with good cause. Gold Label is a
subtle blend of several vintages of the same
fine whiskey ranging from seven to fifteen years
old. It has the lightness of youth and the
smoothness of age and every member, from
the famous baby to the fully grown bottle, has
the same noble character. Gold Label comes
in five sizes—bottles, half bottles, half pints,
naggins and babies. All are bottled and sealed
with scrupulous care by Powers themselves to
ensure that every member of the family is
worthy of the famous name it bears. There is a
bottle to suit all needs at a price to suit all
pockets.

POWERS GOLD LABEL

| t{ *& Wetadnli DISTILLED BY JOHN POWER AND SON LIMITED AND
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THE
ULSTER
ARMS
HOTEL

29 Gardiner Place, Dublin 1

Telephone 46425
500 YARDS FROM CROKE PARK

MOTORISTS WISE ECONOMISE with ...

Kilkenny Dublin Cork Galway

Limerick Letterkenny,Athlone
Dundalk Sligo Tralee and Belfast




1887—D. Corbett, Limerick.

1889—G. Kavanagh, Tipperary.

1890—]. Power, Cork.
1891—]J. Kennedy, Dublin.
1892—7J. Kennedy, Dublin.
1893—T. Hayes, Wexford.
1894—7]. Kennedy, Dublin.
1895—P. Finn, Tipperary.
1896—C. Fitzgerald, Limerick.
1897—P. J. Walsh, Dublin.
1898—M. Rea, Dublin,
1899—M. Rea, Dublin.
1900—]. Tobin, Tipperary.
1901—]J. D’Arcy, Dublin,
1902—]. Dempsey, Dublin.
1903—T. O’Gorman, Kerry.
1904—A. Stack, Kerry,
1905—]. Murray, Kildare.
1906—]. Grace, Dublin.
1907—]. Grace, Dublin.
1908—D. Kelleher, Dublin.
1909—T. Costello, Kerry.
1910—]. Carvin, Louth.
1911—M. Mehigan, Cork,
1912—]. Smyth, Louth.
1913—R. Fitzgerald, Kerry.
1914—R. Fitzgerald, Kerry,
1915—S. Kennedy, Wextord.
1916—S. Kennedy, Wexford.
1917—S. Kennedy, Wexford.
1918—]. Byrne, Wexford.
1919—L. Stanley, Kildare.
1920—E. O’Shea, Tipperary.
1921—E, Carroll, Dublin.
1922—P. Carey, Dublin.
1923—P. McDonnell, Dublin,
1924—P. Sullivan, Kerry.
1925—M. Walsh, Galway.
1926—]. J. Sheehy, Kerry.
1927—M. Buckley, Kildare.

VICTORIOUS ALL-IRELAND
FOOTBALL CAPTAINS

1928—W. Gannon, Kildare.
1929—1]. Barrett, Kerry.
1930—]. J. Sheehy, Kerry.

- 1931—C. Brosnan, Kerry.

1932—7]. Barrett, Kerry.
1933—). Smith, Cavan,
1¥34—mM. Higgins, Galway.
1935—H. O’Reilly, Cavan.
1936—]. S. O’Malley, Mayo.
1937—M. Doyle, Kerry.
1938—]. Dunne, Galway.
1939— 1. O’Connor, Kerry.
1940—D, Spring, Kerry.
1941—W, Dillon, Kerry.
1942—]. Fitzgerald, Dublin.

1943—). Murray, Roscommon.
1944—]. Murray, Roscommon.

1945—T. Crowley, Cork.
1946—P, Kennedy, Kerry.
1947—7]. J. O’Reilly, Cavan.
iv48—j. }). O’Reilly, Cavan.
1949—p5. Smyth, Meath.
1950—S. Flanagan, Mayo.
1951—S. Flanagan, Mayo.
1952—M. Higgins, Cavan.
1953—]. Murphy, Kerry.
1954—P., McDermott, Meath.
1955—]. Dowling, Kerry.
1956—]. Mangan, Galway.
1957—D. O’Brien, Louth,
1958—K_. Heffernan, Dublin.
1959—M. O’Connell, Kerry.
1960—K. Mussen, Down.
1961—P. Doherty, Down.
1962—S. Og Sheehy, Kerry.
1963—D. Foley, Dublin,
1964—]. Donnellan, Galway.
1965—E. Colleran, Galway.
1966—E. Colleran, Galway.

BECKERS TEA

the best drink
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Bits & Pieces

(From page 535)

tive penalty and one that I hope
will receive universal acceptance
some day.

JOHN DONNELLAN

The recent retirement (7) of
Galway's ace wing-back, John
Donnellan, from football, reminded
me of the misfortunes that he en-

countered while Galway were at
the top.

In 1963 after being one of the
outstanding Galway men on the
field his side lost: in 64 as captain
his father died during the course
of the game; in ’65 he incurred
the displeasure of the referee and
was sent off; and to crown it all,
in 1966 he was dropped for the
all-important game.

It’s a tribute to him that he
soldiered on so bravely when such
set-backs would have deterred
many a lesser man.,

DYNAMIC FORCE

(From page 49)

and also figured in the 1966 and
1967 hurling finals. Barrett and
O’Brien also figured against Wex-
ford hurlers earlier this month.
Their experience will be a big
asset to Cork, who also have other
links with their 1966 semi-final
XV in midfield Donal Hunt and
forwards Dan Morley and Ned
Kirby.

But, whatever the outcome, from
what I have seen of both teams in

the wearlier rounds. I feel we are

in for as good as an aperitif on
All-Ireland football final day as
we have had in years.
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A GOAL FOR
THE IRISH FARMER:

Improved

grass production
with NET
nitrogenous fertiliser

NET

NITRATE SU LEH;Q_.TE
237 _ 74K

NITRIGIN EIREANN TED.ARkLON

IMOKILLY

Co-op. Creamery Ltd.
MOGEELY, CO. CORK

Telephone : Midleton 67102.
DAIRY PRODUCE SPECIALISTS

Grain Seed Assemblers under licence from
Department of Agriculture

IMPORTERS OF FERTILISERS AND COAL
EXPORTERS OF DAIRY PRODUCE
AND POTATOES

MILLERS, ANIMAL FOOD COMPOUNDERS,
FARM MACHINERY AGENTS, GENERAL
STORES

Book Your Seeds Now. Delivery as Required.

CORK CO-OPERATIVE
MARTS LTD.

Pioneers of
Irish Co-operative Livestock Sales
Bandon, Fermoy, Midleton, Millstreet,
Skibbereen, Mallow, Dungarvan,
Macroom and Mitchelstown.

Catering for the marketing of Cattle, Sheep and
Pigs for Counties Cork and Waterford. Unrivalled
facilities available for the arrival and dispatch of
all livestock both for home and export trade.

All enquiries to the Manager. Telephone: Bandon,

51 and 182; Fermoy, 99 and 120; Midleton, 63329

and 63331: Millstreet, 58 and 59; Skibbereen, 109
and 110: Mallow 21294; Dungarvan 243.

Head office: '|
36 PATRICK’S QUAY, CORK

Tel. : 51391
Telex : 6110
”




Jowen Score

ITH the Cork Footballers
hitting the sporting head-
lines a word or two about a Cork
business concern, by name, Jowen
Electronics Ltd., who manufacture
scoreboards, which provide infor-
mation quickly and accurately to
spectators at all sporting events.

Jowen scoreboards project infor-
mation in alphabetical or num-
erical forms by means of high
intensity lighting which 1s so
arranged that it is easily read even
in brightest sunlight at distances
of up to 500 yards. The combina-
tion of letters and numbers ensures
that, apart from recording scores
(goals or points) as they occur,
messages and announcements
which would normally be made on
a loudspeaker system can be
clearly shown.

In these days when so much
attention is being given to improv-
ing the lot of the sports spectator,
the electronic scoreboard is a wel-
come addition to the amenities of
the modern sports stadium, and 1t
can be only a matter of time
before this revolutionary device
makes its impact on the G.AA.
world.

"THE MILL HILL FATHERS

St. Joseph’s College, g

(St. FJoseph’'s Missionary Sotietp)

receive boys who feel that they have a vocation to the
Missionary Priesthood at

DARTRY HOUSE, RATHGAR, DUBLIN 6.

Boys who have received their Leaving Certificate, stay at this

House of Studies, while attending a three year course at University

College, Dublin, to study Philosophy and to obtain an Arts Degree.

This is followed by a four year Theological Course at Mill Hill,
London.

(During Vocational Courses, students have Christmas, Easter and
Summer Holidays ot home)

Younger Boys who have finished at the Primary School, or who

are already attending a Secondary School, at any level, may apply

for admission to the 'Mill Hill Fathers Preparatory College, St.
Joseph’s College, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.

For further information and advice apply to :

REV. FR. C. FOX, VOCATION DIRECTOR,

Dartry House,

Freshford, Kilkenny Rathgar, Dublin 6
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T he good ol’ days
are here again.
Prize Bond days.

A chance to share in
thousands of prizes
next Spring.

Buy Prize Bonds
now and enjoy
better times ahead
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Brindley Adv.

full position; Frank Cogan, a sweet-
moving, instantly reacting wing-
half, probably the best playing in
that position; Mick Burke with
hands like magnets; and Con
O’Sullivan who deprives the full-
backs of a sight of the ball with
his broad back and six feet plus.

Maybe not the star-studded
team which Galway was, but
nobody falls much short of those
I have named. It is an even team,
evenly spirited and evenly full of
fire for victory. Over their dead
bodies, as it were . . .

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

(From page 41)
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With the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Limited. At one time or
another your business may urgently require expensive items—cars, plant,
tractors, farm machinery. These are too expensive to buy for cash
outright, so we, the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Ltd., help you
get it. No heavy capital outlay just a small deposit and the rest spread

over a period to suit your pocket.

Remember the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Limited is an all-
[rish company—Irish financed, Irish owned, Irish staffed. So while you

are helping yourself you are also helping Ireland.

Why not talk to the experts at your local branch of :

THE HIRE PURGHASE COMPANY
OF IRELAND LIMITED

36 Lr. Baggot Street, Dublin 2.
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 GUINNESS

the most natural thing
in the world
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