


PLAY THE GAME OF YOUR LIFE
WITH THE PALLOTTINE
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WHO ARE THEY?
A modern Society of priests who are engaged in o very active and varied apostolate.
The word * Pallottine ' comes from the name of the founder, 5t. Vincent Pallotti,

who was canonised by the late Holy Father, Pope John XXIII.

WHAT DO THEY DO?

Serve in parishes, give missions and retreats, spread the Gospel in missionary
countries. Chaplains to universities, army, air-force, hospitals and other institutions
and direct schools and colleges.

WHERE DO THEY WORK?

The Irish Pallottines work in England, East Africa, South America and the United
States (Texas, Michigan, Nevada, Virginia, Dallas, New York).

If you are doing Leaving Cert., Matriculation or G.C.E. this year write
for FREE coloured brochure which gives full information to :

REY. FATHER MANNION, REV. FATHER A. HARRIS,
Pallottine College, G Pallottine Fathers,
Thurles, Co. Tipperary. 5, Amwell Street, London, E.C. 1.
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where does the quality come from?

from a tobacco, broadleat
from an eye, watchful

om a hand, skilful
from a tradition,experienced
from a packet, Carrolls

Carrolls stands on quality
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COMMENT

(iste na Banban

THIS is not our first time to comment on Ciste na Banban—

nor will it be our last. Writing some two years ago we
pointed out how unenlightened it was for clubs not to avail of
this pool as a means of fund-raising. We now repeat that state-
ment with twice as much emphasis.

Any club which is not currently availing of Ciste na Banban
is either devoid of ambition and inert—or else has a superior
funds-raising scheme. Personally, we have yet to hear of the
latter.

Where else or how else but in Ciste na Banban can a small
rural club get a regular annual income of a few hundred pounds
and an urban club twice that, and certainly nowhere else but in
Ciste na Banban can a club get an interest-free loan. The latter
is a recent innovation and it offers an extraordinary facility.

Space does not allow us here to elaborate on this recent
C.N.B. development, but all information can be had by writing
to Ciste na Banban, 34 Parnell Place, Cork.

In this era of credit-squeeze and tight-fisted economics, an
interest-free loan is an amazing feat and we are boundless in our
admiration of the men who have guided Ciste na Banban to the
point where it is now capable of providing this wondertful service
to G.A.A. clubs.

We ask you straight—is your club availing of Ciste na
Banban ? If not why not ?

UR cover picture this month features
a man who is respected and admired
wherever hurling is played, Seamus Cleere.
The Kilkenny man, who week after week
turns in consistent displays of top-class
hurling is a model for our young hurlers to
emulate in their future careers.
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AlIf Murray

CCUPATION of high office is
no guarantee of greatness. The
holder of such office—whatever his
qualifications—must present better
title deeds to greatness than the
fact that on a certain day he
received a majority of the votes at
a certain meeting. In the final
analysis he will be catalogued on
performance rather than the fact
that he was elected.

Such an examination now awaits
Alf Murray as he completes his
term of office as President of the
Gaelic Athletic Association.

Already the general secretary of
the Association has given his
assessment of the retiring leader’s
worth by placing him in his trilogy
of “great” presidents—Bob O’Keefe
and Padraig McNamee were his
other choices. High praise indeed
you may say but I wonder will not
future generations wholeheartedly
endorse the chief executive officer’s
view.

When in 1964  Congress
appointed Alf Murray President—
thereby installing him in the highest
office it could offer—it had gone
for a man whom it had “rejected”
some nine years earlier,

Rarely can Congress have been
so completely vindicated in two
major decisions. It was as if in
1956 it had decided to give Antrim
—in the person of Seamus McFer-
ran—the first chance, but by the
nature of the vote to give Armagh
—in the person of Alf Murray—
the clear-cut message ‘“We will
certainly call on you another day.”

That day came in 1964 and no
sooner had the new President
been elected than the first test
came. General Secretary Padraig
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A GREAT REIGN

By DAN McAREAVY

O Caoimh was dead—go ndeanaid
Dia trocaire ar a anam—and the
Association stood—as i1t were—at
the most vital crossroads 1in its
history.

Strong leadership was clearly
needed and it is a measure of the
success of the new partnership
between President and General
Secretary that the last three years
can fairly be chronicled as amongst
the most successful in the history
of the Association.

In Ulster and Armagh but most
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of all in his own club—Lurgan
Clann Eireann—no one was sur-
prised that Alf Murray should
match the demands of the time.

We knew him as the idealist,
the worker, the leader, the out-
standing footballer, the club man,
the born orator, the household
name. We were confident that
these qualities would stand him
in good stead, and I don’t believe
we have been wrong.

His Presidency will be remem-
bered for many things for he has

E




introduced a new dimension to the
office. “Croke Park” has—
through him—been brought to
every nook and cranny of the
land — and much much further
afield. His first stop after touch-
ing down from a New York trip
was St. Mary’s Hall, Portadown,
to present medals to a bunch of
juvenile hurlers and there have
been dozens of examples of his
indefatigable attempts to bring even
the most “junior” club into a full
consciousness of its importance in
the over-all workings of the Asso-
ciation by being present at its

functions.

The revised Official Guide was
another of his achievements, the
‘Hurling Scheme was his brain-
child, the Leadership Courses were
4 sensationally successful innova-
tion, the Grounds’ Plans have taken
an unbelievable step forward.

In Armagh we know of his
mania for schemes and lists of jobs
to be done; we were aware of his
belief in the usefulness of meetings.
And therefore we were, perhaps,
less surprised than the rest of the
country that more “minutes”
should be written during his term
of office than during any other
Presidency. All the time the push
has been on.

The man branded in some quar-
ters as a conservative has made a
mockery of the tag. There has
certainly been nothing conservative
about the definition which he
would wish for the Association and
which he has gospelled and worked
for throughout his life and more
especially during his years as
President.

This definition is best explained
in his own words when he says:
“ Our native games are but a means
to an end: we do not work for a
sport, we work for a Nation.

“The men who formed this
organisation which joined Nation-
alism and Sport planned wisely and
well. They gave it the means

® TO PAGE 8

If you want the
smoothest smoking
there’s
no match for

4/1 for twenty
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Jim could run like a bat out of h . . .
And kick most amazingly well,

But the ref took his name

Ere the end of the game

For powering his footwear with Shell.

GOOD MILEAGE —




RANKS

LSEWHERE in this issue the

Armagh County Chairman,
Dan McAreavy, quotes General
Secretary, Sedn O Siochdin, as
stating that Alf Murray must rank
among the three greatest Presi-
dents in G.A.A. history. QOur own
less informed assessment puts Alf
Murray somewhat higher—in fact,

at the very top of the list.

While our opinion may be less
informed than some others, we
respectfully submit that we have
had the advantage of viewing the
question in a completely detached
manner. Only on one occasion
have we met the outgoing Presi-
dent and our view of him, there-
fore, is that of the man in the
street or the ordinary G.A.A. fol-
lower. From that angle Alf Murray
is ten feet tall.

As we see it the Armaghman
brought a completely new signific-
ance to the Presidency of the
G.A.A. He gave it a new depth
and width and, because of his own
personality and natural leadership,
made the office one of the most
significant in the land.

But more important than all of
that Alf Murray gave to the G.A.A.
a new sense of purpose and a new

A MAN WHO

WITH CUSACK

realisation of the fact that there
was much to be done and that the
present was the time to be doing it.

He also gave the Association an
appreciation of his own strength
and awakened a confidence which
had previously been dormant. We
could go on—but feel that there is
no need to. Alf Murray's place
in G.A.A. history is assured. Years
hence when men look back aided
by the objectivity of time, they will
rate him not so much with former
Presidents but with the man who
founded the G.A.A., Michael
Cusack.

When on Easter Sunday, Annual
Congress meets it will be con-
fronted with the task of finding the
man to succeed Alf Murray. No
more responsible a duty could be
assigned to the assembled dele-
gates. Beyond saying that the
spirit of Alf Murray — the ideas
and 1deals of Alf Murray — will
need to be found in the man who
succeeds him, we will not go. It
is vital for the G.A.A. that all of
what Alf Murray began during the
past three years be continued with
equal zeal and enthusiasm by his
SUCCesSor.

That Congress will produce such
a man we are more than confident.

7

By THE EDITOR

Probably the most important
motion before this year’s Congress
comes from Armagh and asks that
counties be confined to one adult
competition 1n football and hurling.
In other words the minor and
under-21 championships would
remain as they are, while each
county would be graded and
allowed to take part in either
junior or senior in football; inter-
mediate, junior or senior in
hurling.

If passed, this motion will serve
the much needed purpose of cut-
ting down the intercounty pro-
gramme while, at the same time,
the various grades will be retained.

This, in our opinion, is a much
more logical approach than the
solution usually offered—namely to
scrap the junior football and inter-
mediate hurling grades for inter-
county purposes. The Armagh
motion retains these grades but
aims at confining them to the
counties who have need for them.

A Galway motion which takes
our fancy asks that Congress rotate
among provincial venues each year.
We see no reason as to why this
could not be done. Most national
organisations have adopted this
policy and certainly in the
G.A.A’s case it would stimulate
enthusiasm in the various counties
who would have the opportunity
of playing hosts to Congress.

We also agree with the Roscom-
mon motion which aims at con-
fining “live” television to the All-
Ireland finals and St. Patrick’s
Day. We made our case at length
on this subject some time back
and with facts and figures showed
that All-Ireland semi-final “gates”
have been greatly reduced since the
advent of live television. It is the
semi-finals—rather than the finals
which are most hit by television

® TO PAGE 9
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through sport of appealing to those
interested in games as games. They
gave 1t the means through its
nationalism of calling upon the
support that it needed from those
| A no longer interested in the mere
playing of games. By a continuing
e () combination of these two elements
£ '=;;;f:__:.:.:.__.._fjj,_":i?f? it has survived and prospered.

“The G.A.A. is now, therefore,
an Association with the organisa-
tion, the voluntary help, the posi-
— B tion in every parish, and the call

" - § e g upon the young people which could
' AT enable it—if its powers were
2 Nif . _ properly used—to change the face
- of Ireland.
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o : ““I'hose who are content to leave
Kb it as it is, to glory in its strength

7 1 ki and see that strength dissipated, to
revel in its power and leave that
. : i : power untapped, are not worthy
Sk e i TR of the heritage they have received.

i e .. This Association needs only the
old enthusiasm—the desire to give
without asking for return—
e amongst 1ts members, its clubs and
Cobheli i 1ts councils—and it can, peacefully,
Coa S change Ireland.”

| B G e He has no regrets at leaving
g ThEaa office saying simply “I should have
e e | . . done more but I have tried.” His
e own comment on his “reign” will
G bring a mixed response. People
G will certainly agree that he has
tried but they will also ask how

he could have done more ?

The long line of outstanding
Presidents which has been a feature
of the Association’s life has been
successfully carried on by him and
e we can be certain that on Easter
G Sunday next the Congress will once
""""""""" more choose the right man.

I don’t believe I am being
parochial when 1 describe Alf
Murray as Armagh’s gift to the
e G.A.A. And we are very proud
that our county has — however
P indirectly—through him been able
to make such a significant con-
tribution to the Association.

We welcome him back home
with open arms !

THROUGH-: ALL
POST OFFICES, BANKS
OR STOCKBROKERS.

———

Brindley Adv.” 3 B o
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and there is a huge financial loss
involved.

Add to this the loss suffered by
counties who either play club
championship games on these Sun-
days—and by doing so have their
gates more than halved, or, alter-
natively, leave the Sundays blank
and so lose two of the year’s best
dates for championship games.

A motion which we do not agree
with is that one from Kildare
which asks that no sale of drink
take place on G.A.A. premises. As
we see it, the motion 1s years
behind the times in its thinking.
We have every confidence in the
young G.A.A. men of to-day. The
great majority of them are non-
drinkers. Those who are not are
no more likely to make fools of
themselves in a G.A.A. premises
than they may do in any other
licensed establishment.

We are by no means advocating
turning every G.A.A. premises
into a lounge bar., However, when
facility for a quiet drink can be
provided with dignity and under
proper supervision, Wwe see 1o
reason as to why it should not be
done. It is, in fact, being done by
one Dublin club and everything is
working satisfactorily.

As we see it, this entire issue
rests on confidence in the young
men who make up the G.A.A.
clubs. . Unlike our Kildare friends,
we have every confidence in them.
They are the best of Irish man-
hood.

EDDIE KEHER

OUR Top Ten ratings of inter-
county performances return
in this issue. The period under
review is from the opening of the
1967 season to and including Sun-
day, February 12.

Eddie Keher tops the hurling
list while Derry veteran, Sean
O’Connell, takes top place in the
football list.

HURLING

Eddie Keher (Kilkenny)

Theo English (Tipperary)

Michael Keating (Tipperary)

John McKenna (Tipperary)

Pat Cronin (Clare)

Noel Kinsella (Dublin)

Gerry Murray (Dublin)

Willie Murphy (Wexford)

- Paddy Mulloy (Offaly)

Larry Guinan (Waterford)

-

- ;
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WHEN YOU’RE THIRSTY FROM
CHEERING ON THE SIDE

Refresh yourself with

N Gt %?mye ,

CORCORAN'S
9

THEQO EN GLISH

FOOTBALL

Sean O’Connell (Derry)
Jimmy Duggan (Galway)
Bertie Cunningham (Meath)
Gabriel Kelly (Cavan)
Frank Lynch (Louth)

Jack Quinn (Meath)

Leslie Toal (Louth)

Martin Joe Keane (Roscom-
mon)

9, Sean Murray (Longford)

0

-

10. Mick O’Loughlin (Cork).

Doctor (to young player gning
on tour): “Do you mind if I
give you your m]ectmn in the

Solarium 7 ”

Young Player: “Indeed you
won’t, you'll give it to me on
the hip, like the rest of the lads.”

CARLOW




EAR in, year out, the weaker
counties in hurling and foot-
ball take their bows in the first
rounds of the provincial champion-
ships, ‘“fret and strut their hours”
upon the field and then return to
the oblivion to which they are
accustomed. Some eventually make
the grade, like Down, Offaly, Long-
ford and Donegal, but many
generations of players, even In
these counties, have heard the final
whistle in the game of life and
have achieved no temporary great-
ness in the Gaelic arena during
their active G.A.A. years.

Nowadays, the glamour and the
pageantry surrounding the big days
of the finals, whether champion-
ship, league or Oireachtas, guaran-
tee a place in the limelight for the
players of the successful counties
and even the personnel of the
losing sides are feted, admired and
acclaimed by followers of the
Gaelic code everywhere; their
names are household words all
over the country and their very
slightest illness or ankle-twist 1is
proclaimed so that all and sundry
may, for weeks on end, discuss
the shattering effects these will
have on the future games of the
affected teams.

Meanwhile, the players in what
have come to be known as the
“weaker” counties can only admire,
though with a tinge of jealousy,

Railway Cups fill
a great void

TOMMY MURPHY
(Laois)

their more favoured brothers on
the glamour teams. The average
player may not wittingly begrudge
the lucky ones their hard-won hour
of glory and may even feel that he
would be out of his depth on such
an occasion, but for the star player
it 1s a sad thought that he will
possibly never grace the Croke
Park sward whilst obviously lesser
men receive the kudos.

And this, to my mind, is where
the Railway Cups fill a great void
and afford an opportunity for the
recognition of talent which would
not otherwise be rewarded. In fact
I would say that some stars from
lesser-known teams have, through
the medium of Railway Cups, out-
shone many of the all-time greats of
championship or league., Who will
ever forget Tommy Murphy of

10

— says SEAN DONEGAN

Laois, Nace O'Dowd of Sligo,
Gerry O’Reilly of Wicklow, Packy
McGarty of Leitrim or Noel
Crowley of Clare.

In my playing days my native
county, Offaly, was at the bottom
of the rung most of the time until
eventually in 1945 we succeeded
in reaching the Leinster final for
the first time, Through all the lean
years there had been outstanding
‘players and they duly received
recognition on the Leinster team.
Bill and Tom Mulhall, Tom
(“Champ”) McEvoy, Paddy Mc-
Intyre, who one year, due to an
oversight, could neither play for
Dublin or Offaly but was selected
on his club form with Sean Mc-
Dermotts for the Railway Cup
team, Jim Kelly and Jackie Byrne
were all honoured by the Leinster
selectors.

I remember the thrill of my own
selection in 1948 and again in 1949.
Here was a challenge as well as an
honour. I was challenged to live
up to the standards of my heroes
of former years many of whom
were, that year, saying farewell to
top-class football for ever—men
like Bill Delaney and Tommy
Murphy of Laois, Liam Geraghty
and Pat (“Boiler’”) White of Kil-
dare and Eddie Boyle of Louth,
possibly the greatest full-back of
all-time.,

My centrefield partner on that
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occasion was a fine strapping
young fellow who was hardly
known outside his own county
Meath at that time—none other
than Paddy O’Brien whose name
.fterwards became a household
word as a great fullback. 1 was the
only Offaly representative on the
team and other then ‘weaker’
counties with one player each on
that team were Dublin with the
stylish, elusive Paddy Bermingham
at top of the right and Carlow with
the indomitable Des Connolly, at
left half forward. All told, seven of
the eleven footballing counties of
Leinster were represented and
since Meath and Laois were the
kingpins of the province at the
time and Longford, Westmeath
and Wicklow were having a lean
time, it is an indication of the
efforts of the selectors to honour
as many individuals as possible.

Apart from the opportunity
afforded a player from a weak
county to measure up to his com-
patriots in the province it also
gives him the chance to test his
mettle against the footballing
greats of other provinces. This, in
turn, benefits the weak county
inasmuch as it gives the one or two
players, selected on the Railway
Cup teams, that added experience
which is bound to benefit their
county team-mates in future out-
ings.

I am, then, completely in favour
of the Railway Cup games and I
am at a loss to understand the
recent lack of interest shown by
patrons in their provincial teams. |
would, of course, prefer to see the
net spread wider in these selec-
tions, particularly in hurling, as I
think the Munster team could do
with a good Kerry hurler or two
each year whilst the Leinster selec-
tors should find worthy Meath and
Westmeath representatives to add
to their lists.

St. Patrick’s Day is All-Ireland
day for the men of the ‘unknown’
counties and the more of them who
are honoured the better for the
Railway Cup series.
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NOW YOU CAN TELL GOOD SHERRY FROM THE
SHAPE OF THE BOTTLE !

Sandeman knew what they were about when they designed these
bottles. They wanted a shape that stood out—a shape that looked
as good as their sherries taste. Now they've got it. And into
these new bottles go three of their finest sherries . . . Armada Cream

... Dry Don . .. Apitiv,

Qo there's no problem in choosing good sherry now. You just
look for that bottle with the Sandeman shape and decide which
sherry you’ll have (if you're having a party, it’s even easier—take

all three).

Winesmanship note! All Sandeman sherries begin as grapes
in Sandeman’s own Jerez vineyards and are reared with the skill
that made Sandeman famous. So you’ll be buying smooth, mature,
superbly blended sherries that Spain is proud to call Spanish.

Sherries hy
# SNNDEMAN

EDWARD DILLON & CO. LTD., 25 MOUNTJOY SQUARE, DUBLIN, 1.

Peter Owens.
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With the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Limited. At one time or
another your business may urgently require expensive items—cars, plant,
tractors, farm machinery. These are too expensive to buy for cash
outright, so we, the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Ltd., help you
get it. No heavy capital outlay just a small deposit and the rest spread

over a period to suit your pocket.

Remember the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Limited is an all-
[rish company—Irish financed, Irish owned, Irish staffed. So while you

are helping yourself you are also helping Ireland.

Why not talk to the experts at your local branch of :

THE HIRE PURGHASE GOMPANY
OFIRELAND LIMITED.

36 Lr. Baggot Street. Dublin 2.
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CONNACHT COMMENT

THIS is Railway Cup final month,
so what better than to recall
past Connacht Railway Cup heroes.
Let’s start with Connacht’s first
Railway Cup winning captain of
1934, the late Mick Donnellan,
father of John and Pat. Mick
retired from the big time after that
particular game, having given
tremendous service to club, county
and province. A Dunmore man,
Mick was born in 1900 and began
his football career with St. Jar-
lath’s College, Tuam. Later he
assisted U.C.G. in the Sigerson
Cup. From 1919-1933 he was a
regular on the Galway team,
becoming a much beloved figure in
his native county and elsewhere.
In later years Mick entered public
life and became a celebrated figure.

Mick Donnellan played in four
All-Ireland finals, winning one (the
controversial one) in 1925, He also
won five Connacht senior medals
(his son John has seven senior
and two junior, while Pat has six
senior and one minor) in 1919, 22,
125, 26 and ’33.

The Mayoman we include 1is
famous Paddy Moclair of Ballina
who won his All-Ireland medal in
1936 and was Mayo’s most famous
forward in their record-breaking
League achievement between 1934
and ’41, when they won six titles
in a row. Paddy, currently a busi-
ness man in Ballina where his fame
lives on won eight Connacht
senior medals, and four Railway
Cup medals between 1934 and ’38,
Connacht’s greatest football era.

SIX OF THE GREATEST

.............
........

....................
.....................

GERRY OMALLEY
(Roscommon)

In fact, Paddy captained Connacht
to success in 1938 when defeating
Munster by 2-6 to 1-5.

The remaining four men we in-
clude in this article are Gerry
O’'Malley (Roscommon), Packy
McGarty (Leitrim), Nace O’Dowd
(Sligo) and Seanie Duggan (Galway
hurler). O’Malley, the indefatigable,
won Railway Cup medals in 1951,
’57 and ’58 as well as becoming
Connacht’s most honoured Railway
Cup plaver in football (an honour
he shares with Sean Purcell). He
also played Railway Cup hurl-
ing for his province, more than
once being the sole Roscommon-
man on an all-Galway side. O’Mal-

ley won Connacht senior medals in
’52, ’53, ’61 and ’62 and although

13

By CHRIS MURRAY

luck was against him winning an
All-Ireland senior football award,
he did win a junior hurling All-
Ireland medal,

Nace O’Dowd, now in the U.S,,
was in my opinion Sligo’s greatest
player. Mickey Kearns runs him
close but for versatility O’'Dowd
could hardly have been better.
Winning two Railway Cup medals
with Connacht in ’57 and ’58 as
full-back he later emigrated to the
U.S. and was a big loss to resur-
gent Sligo. A great midfielder too,
I will never forget his display
against Munster in that position in
Castlebar in 1955,

Finally we have Packy McGarty
and Seanie Duggan. Mc Garty, one
of the greatest ball-players in foot-
ball, still to the good for Leitrim
though only a very pale shadow of
his best. As a Connacht half-for-
ward of the mid-fifties he was un-
surpassed, Who can forget his duels
with Sean Murphy of Kerry in that
period. Undoubtedly  Leitrim’s
greatest player. He won Railway
Cup medals in ’57 and ’58.

Duggan of the eagle eve won his
Railway Cup medal in 1947 when
Munster’s might was humbled in
the score 2-5 to 1-1 on Easter Sun-
day of that year. Connacht had
many heroes, Fr. Paddy Gantley,
Josie Gallagher, Bernie Power,
among others but none greater
than the Liam Mellowes’ goal-
keeper.

There you are, a short tribute to
six of Connacht’s greatest—a ran-
dom choice but surely immortals
all
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By EAMONN YOUNG |

THE grey mist swirled around
the stands of Croke Park and
February whined it’s way through
a Sunday evening while the foot-
ballers of Connacht and Munster
got down to business one day in
the early fifties. The ball was
greasy and the grass was wet. At
left full for the southerners was a
fast blocky wedge of a man with
grizzled hair from Dingle and
Paddy Bawn Brosnan as always
was keyed up and anxious to win.

Suddenly the ball came down the
- wing and slithered away towards | - _,
the sideline under the Cusack. Out i s
flashed Paddy Bawn’s man a slim i | ;
lively young chap and a brilliant
footballer. After him pounded the
Bawn who was himself quite a
traveller. As they got to the
leather the young chap bent double
to pick, slipped on the grass
gathered the ball and fell with the
Bawn on top of him. “Pheep” went
the whistle and in went the free.
As they were running back to get
ready for the kick the Bawn caught _ ol o
up with his man placed a restrain- B A e
ing hand on his shoulder and 2 Ee e e
gritted:
“Listen, ladeen, don’t you be

. TO PAGE 1? S IL:E:,-.EE.,'.: : - S
15

T e




5%
ey

|
i e # o 5
- R A I Ml o R R . L
'i! | BB <S : < A5 | St ta et
v B W NN e v : ) gl
| | e % e O
R A S g 4 ! vl e £ H ’ ) A e
R s Tl M ot A PG Sl N o P Wit e
| R B R 4 B A X X RRBABEAKRLIEK: SRS B
1 ro- n - &
| oo ;ﬁ_:*:‘:,:,,:,:‘:..:‘:':ﬁ * B e e . B Ao ‘ -":*:*:*:"‘...‘-"‘,."1.“:#:1:{1& Tl '.:q.'*.?:&.w}?:;:*:::.:* :.'-: r‘:;:;:-:
| A e b b g N ey 't’ AN
: BCIRIRLOTINIBLIS. s et s e e e et
T L e e LR S A R o S e e SR P P, N
1 R A AN I S M .Hr-rr Ll ot e e ey . gty i Prlent SR
i ,:“:*:‘:.:‘:':‘:.:‘4 '_-i.#‘jl :..' * ...-:-1-*4:*:4-:- 'i::: :t:t!i::; ;:: i :i‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘-:t.ﬂ'::*:t:;;“:‘: ¥ l‘-":'ﬂ-:-::: :-‘ :::::";+ .P::i:l::::t:
X L By Ul U K e ) B e ) t*.‘*«‘- o oy :“1-#4_*-
' R o . & ol el
I * &) * o 1 L % A L Sy
I gQ-I- %% -*::sﬂ::'::::i:- N e s0ses
‘ . S o ) o
I "-'#-"'a-"‘+"'¢"«r"’1-“¢¢¢ " A0 el Sty S 20
: ot ettt ey > RSO | S B Vot
e N, B IR I R Rt R ) L)
' - A totatiaraoniatatetateld ute%s
' leates ' P o S P g
L e i P e i, B e I
. AleTeiatetels I S A hO S L
ol it e el e S o
R g Spsiessssttal,
L E et m e ey S
(e b .
'P,?"l-‘i-*:* s )
L™

Ll e on o

fora

T

| ; ' :
| 3 | |
| i c angg e ;;
| < £ ; I : :
I T JosVateh :
: 41for20  guEiEss




@ FROM PAGE 15

throwing your head in front of my
boot or by heavens I'll kick it oft

m»

you.

Those weren’t exactly the words
but you get what I mean. The
history of the Railway Cup is one
of unusual incidents among the
players for at that time of year
very few of them are fit and so
the unpredictable happens.

For Corkmen when I was young
the Railway Cup series was of
immense importance for our only
chance of playing in the big time
was when we could work our way
on to a Munster team. The same
applied to many counties then and
to-day. But the Cup of '46 was a
different matter. In fact far from
being an enjoyable day-out with
the good lads from Kerry it was a
responsibility which we must
shoulder on our own. For in the
previous year Cork had won the
football All-Ireland title and we re-
garded the winning of the Railway
Cup on St. Patrick’s Day as the
proof of our supremacy. Remember
in those days there were no other
big representative games.

In any case eight Corkmen were
picked on the Munster team,
which when it last appeared in a
final four years before, had four-
teen Kerrymen. Anyway in ’46
we played Connacht in the semi-
final one wet February day in Cork
and Mick Cahill of Mullinahone at
centre-field for my money won the
game on his own with a display of
power football that almost turned
me, a player, into an admiring
spectator.

In the final on St. Patrick’s Day,
we faced Leinster where Eddie
Boyle, Willie Goodison, Mick
Geraghty, Jim Morris, Frankie
Byrne, Paddy Meegan, Bill Delaney,
Nick Rackard and Jimma Rea
formed a tough expert backbone.

My own preparation for the game
was done in the rather unlikely
venue of a Dublin hospital where 1
was consigned at the time with an
eye-infection. The patients looking

NICK RACKARD
(Wexford)

FRANKIE BYRNE
(Meath)

out the windows could have been
excused their surprise at seeing the
small fellow in sweater, flannel
pants and cap pounding around the
grounds with the sweat dripping
off him.

In any case we had a fine team.
The eight Corkmen were Dave
Magnier, “Weesh” Murphy, Paddy
Cronin, Jimmy Cronin, myself and
the three who are dead, God rest
them, Tadg Crowley, Mick Tubridy
and Caleb Crone. Add to the eight
the Kerrymen Paddy Kennedy,
Jackie Lyne, Dan Kavanagh, Eddie
Walsh and Bruddy O’Donnell and
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bring up the rear with the great
Tipperary players Mick Cahill and
the goalie, tall, acrobatic Jim Wil-
liams, whose boots a man said were
sister ships of the Muirchd. Be that
as it may, his anticipation was un-
canny.

Leinster played a terrific hour
and Willie Geraghty in the half-
backline played a tremendous cul-
tured game while Billy Goodison
took everything out of the clouds
at centre-back till I thought we
were gone. They made a few Mun-
ster changes and things clicked.
We slid home by two points and
back went the Corkmen, honour
satisfied.

At that time, when on the way
home from Dublin, we would call
to the ‘“Jockey” where the late
Mrs. O’Keeffe always gave us a
hearty welcome.

“Were you listening to the radio
and Railway Cup game to-day
Mam?” says Tadgo Crowley to her
one evening after we had played
Ulster.

“Yes I was Tadgo,” she said.

“Did you hear any mention of
that chap Mick Higgins of Cavan
Mam?” says the big fellow from
Clonakilty.

“Now that you mention it, I
didn’t,” said the lady for she knew
as we all knew the Cavan man
was a star.

“T'would be hard for you Mam”
says Tadgo, “for I was on him.”

In the 1945 series we played
Connacht over in Ballinasloe. I
did no real training but cycled the
thirteen miles each evening to
Cork for romantic reasons after a
lively day of military training. The
cycle was a sprint and I knew I
was very fit. Over in Ballinasloe I
thought I had a good game and at
least John Joe Sheehy told me after
the game that it wasn’t my fault
we were beaten, so 1 opened the
paper eagerly on the following
morning ready to read that
“Youngy” was a star on the beaten
side.

® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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The late “Green Flag” wrote in
the “Irish Press” :—

“The Munster forwards wouldn’t
break eggs and their efforts to
elude such clever backs as Lynch,
Carlos and Jackson were pitiable
in the extreme.” Brendan Lynch
was marking me. I went back to
cycling and as for the romance,
well she reared four kids for me.

I was dropped from the Munster
team in '48 after an abysmal per-
formance in the championship of
‘47 and felt fed up for it was the
first break since I started in '4l.
In 1949 1 came again and we beat
Connacht at home. The final give
us a right good chance against
Leinster for in addition to the
Cork-Kerry array we had goal-
getting Noel Crowley of Clare, that
burly, bouncing Tipperaryman Paky
Brennan and the mighty Mick
Cahill.

Stationed for a while in bleak
Kilworth Camp, I did a fair amount
of road-running each night. Get-
ting off the hard surface in the
face of fast-approaching car lights
I twisted a knee and that put paid
to my hopes. My friend Doney
Donovan took my place at right

wing and had a fine game. The -

boys drew on the Thursday (March
17) and the game was re-fixed for
the following Sunday. Most of the
team stayed in Dublin where, let’s
admit it now, the preparation
wasn't exactly out of the late Dr.
Eamon O’Sullivan’s book and there
were some misgivings among the
players when they togged out on
the Sunday. They beat Leinster
by 4-9 to 1-4. The only answer
one can make is to ask what the
score should have been had every-
one been in bed early for the few
nights previously.

A few Sundays ago Mick
McDonald the current Laois full-
back reminded me of the 1952
game when Leinster beat us. I
was at centre-forward faced by tall
Paddy Dunne of Laois. He was a
fine player and just a few like him

5 -.1., ..:::.i .._I:j_-_-

e

(Kerry)

' 1
______

A
'

' KEVIN HEFFERNAN
(Dublin)

added to the sprightly workers in
blue and white would be enough
to put the O'Moore County in
there with the best of them.

Anyway Leinster won and 1
regret my farewell to Railway Cups
saw my sporting opponent in top
form,

I'm not being a bit ungracious
when I recall a vicious kick that
nearly put me out of the game
(one of the very few I ever met)
made by a player who would have
been a star but for this dirty streak
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-

so seldom met with in good foot-
ball. The reason I mention it here
1s to remind younger people that
no legitimate effort should be
spared to hunt the hooligan. For-
tunately in good football he is as
rare to-day as in ’52.

Anyway I had a good summer in
22 and as captain of Munster
champions, Cork, I was a cert for
the Railway Cup, a competition of
which as you have gathered I was
very fond. An injured knee kept
me out of the winter football but
when, early in 1953, the Cork
selector, a great friend of mine,
the late Tom Reilly, asked me if I
was fit a few days before he was to
assist in picking the Munster team,
I replied I was in great form
dancing up and down like Pavlova.

What Tom didn’t know then was
the pain the agility cost me. My
plan was to get captaincy of the
side, line out and go off in the
first minute if I couldn’t run.

But Tom knew better; the honest
man never proposed me and I was
very disappointed. But that was
that,

I started Railway Cup stuff in
the Spring of ’41 when we beat
Connacht in Killarney and a team
that had Joe Keohane, Gega
Connor, Sean Brosnan, Paddy
Kennedy, Johnny Walsh and severa]
other top-class men, for Kerry were
kingpins just then and travelled to
meet Ulster on St. Patrick’s Day.
The only non-Kerrymen were right
half-back Dick Harnedy from Cork
and myself at left wing.

The team stayed in the Central
Hotel in Exchequer Street and on
the bright, frosty day I, then a
nineteen-year-old cadet, who
incidentally had not yet played
senior intercounty championship,
togged out in my room. When I
went down to the foyer I saw to
my dismay that the other players
were all in clothes as the team was
togging off in Croke Park. I felt
and probably looked very stupid.
Worse, there was no time to dress



again and worst of all we had no
cars so I dashed upstairs in the
bus and set my scarlet face for
Croke Park.

Anyway we had a great game
with Ulster and we drew at 1-8
each. I had the satisfaction of
getting a rather important point
towards the end.

In the replay four weeks later
we were forewarned of the highly-
skilled combined play of Alf
Murray, Kevin Armstrong, T. P.
O’Reilly, assisted by a powerful
midfielder in the late John Joe
Reilly and the greatest small mid-
fielder of that era Paddy Smith.
In their back line Big Tom Reilly
and Jim McCullagh were all-time
greafts.

The replay was a very pleasant
day for us, our backs were fitter
than Munstermen usually are for
the Railway Cup and the Ulster
score of 1-6 was low. On the
other side we got 2-6 and I had
2-2, mostly because a cunning
teacher from Killorglin named
Murt Kelly must have seen there
was some good in this young fellow
and laid on the goals for him.

It was the following year that I
was the only non-Kerryman on the
team but we were beaten by the
same Ulster team who had five
points to spare.

About twelve months ago at a
celebration in Cork I met a Kerry-
man at the end of the night. We
had wined and dined well, and I
was full of my fun.

“Put it there,” says the Kerry-
man whom I was meeting for the
first time. “You must have been
a great man for you played with
fourteen Kerrymen.” That need-
less to say was the highest praise
a man could earn.

If I had any manners I would
have kept my mouth shut but
before I could stop I had it out.

“Of course I was,” said I, “to
carry fourteen fellas like those on
my back I had to be great.”

They got me out in time !

MODERN
TRAVEL
NEEDS

INSURANCE

-PERSONAL ACCIDENT - LUGGAGE"
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HAWKINS HOUSE
HAWKINS ST. DUBLIN 2,
PHONE 72911
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pays a bonus in the dairy

Hot water supply enables you to qualify for bonus payments on your milk.
With a 12-cow herd profit can be four times as great as the repayments and running
costs on an electric water heater. If you have more than 12 cows your profits would

be even bigger.
Choose the water heater best suited to your needs with the help of your E.S.B.

representative.

10-Gallon

12-gallon model Facilitates proper cleaning Water Heater

Price £12-6-2d. of utensils—Price £30-0-0d. Price
£19-19-0d.
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Moondharrig’s Diary

A YEARLY ROUTINE?

OVER the past forty years the
Railway Cup Finals on St.
Patrick’s Day have become one of
the high-lights of the Gaelic year,
and I found myself involved in
quite a complicated argument the
other day as to whether the Rail-
way Cup stars of 40 years ago
were better men than the players
who make the headlines to-day.

Well, I may be wrong, and
memory can be extremely fickle
as years muster up, but I do
believe, sorting through my
memories, that the finals in the
first decade of these Railway Cup
competitions were more enter-
taining and more earnestly con-
tested than some of the finals I
have seen in the past few years.

The reason I think was that, in
the years when I first began to
attend Croke Park on St. Patrick’s
Day, the Railway Cups were still
relatively new competitions, still
something of a novelty to the most
of the players.

Indeed the Railway Cups were
then at the stage when the winning
of a provincial jersey, not to say
of winning an inter-provincial
medal was looked upon as a major
honour by players from the °‘big’
counties arid the ‘small’ counties
alike.

Nowadays I often get the feeling,
rightly or wrongly, that to some
few of the star players (and more
particularly to some hurlers) the

Railway Cup finals have become a
part of the yearly routine.

I admit that, when a man has
acquired two or three provincial
jersies and a couple of Railway
Cup medals, he may well be ex-
cused for becoming a trifle casual
in his approach.

There are, however, two factors
that keep freshening up the series.
The first is the enthusiasm that 1is
constantly being injected into pro-
vincial sides by players from the
‘weaker’ counties who may be
playing for the first time in a
Railway Cup final and who may
indeed be playing their first-ever
game at Croke Park.

The second factor is, of course,
that even the most experienced
players, who may find it hard to
rouse themselves to the occasion,
always do get into full stride as
the game warms up.

And that, I think, is why the
second half of any Railway Cup
final always seems to be better
than the first. Or is it that I
myself have not managed to warm
up in the first half either?

There are some players of
course who always seem to do well
in the Railway Cup, but I think
you will find that these are players
who are either what I call Railway
Cup specialists, or else they are
those stars who play with equal
consistency right through the
season.
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BOBBY RACKARD

In the second category, pride of
place must go to Christy Ring, who,
for more than twenty years, pro-
vided us with more hurling high-
lights of this series than could
possibly be contained even in a
whole issue of GAELIC SPORT.

Ring really gave some wonderful
exhibitions of hurling in the Rail-
way Cup from the day I first saw
him play for Munster in 1942 until
he retired, I almost said un-
defeated, in the final of ’63. His
greatest display of all, however,
was against Connacht, the day the
Hogan Stand was opened in 1959.

The Ring magic that afternoon
made memorable what might
otherwise have been the drabbest
of all Railway Cup finals.

The Rackards, particularly
Bobby and Billy were others who
used always to shine in the Lein-
ster jersey while, of the hurlers of
to-day the man it always gives me
tremendous pleasure to watch 1s
Seamus Cleere of Kilkenny for, as
well as being what Mick Mackey
called him when first he saw him,
‘a great attacking half-back’.
Cleere is also one of the great
artists of the game.

Anything but a powerful man,
even by Noreside standards, and

Kilkenny’s hurling prowess has
always been built on sinew rather

than on bone, Seamus Cleere can
® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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yet hurl with the best, even when
the going is hardest.

He has an almost unbelievable
facility for evading bone-crushing
tackles, an almost uncanny knack,
when surrounded by opponents, of
feinting and fading away from
them and then getting in his
stroke, with all the time in the
world,

In the hands of Seamus Cleere
a hurley is like a rapier. He handles
his stick with a delicacy of touch
that sometimes one wonders if
that camdn in the Cleere hands is
made of ash at all, that is until he
drives the long ball or comes up
to take a far-out free.

It is then you see the strength
in Cleere’s wrists and forearms. He

hits the long ball. In fact, off a
placed ball I think he can get as
great a length and even better
direction than Ollie Walsh himself,

Add on a cool head, and an in-

-born sense of position and it is

easy enough to understand why
Seamus Cleere has been the real
sheet anchor of the Leinster
hurling for several seasons past.
We had proof positive of that a
couple of years ago when with
Leinster and Munster evenly
matched, Cleere was injured and
had to retire. Without him, the
Leinster defence was soon creaking
badly and Munster went on to win
well.

I have left little space to deal
with the second category of Rail-
way Cup players, the men who

seem to find even better form
playing for their province than for
their counties.

P. T. Treacy of Fermanagh, for
example, is a man who always
seems to find something extra in
Railway Cup matches. Two other
footballers who always seem to hit
the heights in the green jersey of
Leinster were Gerry O’Reilly of
Wicklow and Sean Brennan who
played for Kildare but was in fact
a Kilkennyman.

Those were the kind of men who
have made the Railway Cup com-
petition through the forty years
past. I have no reason to assume
that we shall not have fitting suc-
cessors to keep the competitions
just as interesting through the
yvears ahead.
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By JAY DRENNAN

OUR Munster men have been
nominated for the Presidency

of the G.A.A. which becomes
vacant at this year’s Easter Con-
gress—Dr. Jim Brosnan of Kerry,
Jack Barrett of Cork, Seamus Ryan
of Tipperary and Waterford’s Pat
Fanning. At the time of writing,
it is widely held that only the
latter two will allow their names

go forward.

Both Pddraig O Fainin and
Seamus Ryan are excellently
equipped for the office. The latter

is the present Munster Council
Chairman, while O Fainin was his
predecessor.

Padraig O Fainin is the better
known, for he has been a long
time in the public eye, and he was,
indeed, a candidate on the Ilast
occasion of a Presidential election
when Alf O Muiri narrowly
defeated him. The Waterfordman
has been so thoroughly dedicated
to the Association, in all its
aspects and in all its undertakings
that he has not been able to keep
out of the limelight even if he
wished to. More recently, he
became Chairman of the Policy
Committee of the Association, a
position which speaks volumes, In
itself, for his authority and wide-
spread respect.

What has Padraig O Fainin done
for the Association? Impossible
—yes, quite impossible to answer.
Put it the other way around—
what has he not done, and you

Pddraig O Faimin

have some chance of answering.
Your answer then will be short.
Within his native county and
beyond it hardly anything worth
while has been done in the last
twenty years which did not owe
something to the fantastic, self-
devouring enthusiasm of O Fainin.
If he has any detractors, any who
would not favour him, it is not
because they think that he is not
the most self-sacrificing and effec-
tive man, but because he has set
so remarkable a standard of
volume of work, that he has, by
example, put too many men to
shame down the years. Those who
fault him, in other words, are
motivated by envy more than any
other emotion or reason.

Mount Sion club is his monu-
ment above all others. He is
rightly rooted where the roots of
every good Association President
must be—in the club. He has
been the font and well-spring of
enthusiasm, drive and heroic self-
sacrifice behind those great Water-
ford hurling teams since the mid-
fifties. No one but a player who
has played in those teams can
adequately describe the magic car-
pet of his own undying spirit on
which he floated those teams on
to the field before a match, and
the way in which he revitalised
that spirit at half-time.  His
influence with them and with his
own club has been a crucial factor
which brought more out of those
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men than they sometimes knew
they possessed.

But, fair is the way he wants to
win; disciplined is the ideal he
possesses for the club and the
county and the Association in
general; self-sacrifice the mes-
sage he will bring to the chair if
he is honoured with the Presi-
dency.

It would displease Padraig
O Fainin greatly if anyone, to gain
the popularity of the lukewarm,
were to represent him as anything
else but radical in all his attitudes
to the major questions of policy. On
the purpose of the Association in
the modern world, on its role in
the life of the country, in the lan-
guage and national campaigns, he
is alike strongly and convincedly
true to the Association’s tradition.
He will be a man who will condone
no backsliders. He will also be a
man with the courage of his con-
victions, and the patient sincerity
of his wutterances will convince
people of his ideas and his right to
them. Can this be the hand that
the Association needs in this fast-
moving time of shifting-sand,
where it is impossible to get a solid
base for conviction unless it comes
from within oneself ?

To more human things: Padraig
O Fainin is a gentleman, a man of
brimming human qualities, of deep
and practical charity, who cannot
refuse ‘any request, who thinks
nothing of causing himself acute
discomfort to help another in the
slightest way. Such a man must
polarise opinion about himself; it
is inevitable. Many will be recep-
tive to the communicative influence
of his inspiration—many of his
Mount Sion proteges have been
and are fair copies of their better;
a majority will be lost in admir-
ation at his energy and enthusiasm;
a minority will be driven by small-
minded envy into denigration,
because his standards are too rich
for their waterthinned blood.
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BOB
O'KEEFFE

Presidents of the G.A.A. (12)

By TERENCE ROYNANE

OBERT O’KEEFFE, though we
hear very little about him
nowadays, was one of the
shrewdest administrators the
Association has known. He was a
man who had been working for
the G.A.A. on and off the playing
fields from his youth. A native of
the noted hurling parish of Moon-
coin in South Kilkenny, it was he
who organised hurling in the De
La Salle College Waterford when
he went there as a student teacher
around the turn of the century.
Later as a teacher in Dunboyne he
did a tremendous amount to foster
hurling in County Meath.

It was his misfortune that he
was at his prime during Kilkenny’s
greatest hurling era yet owing to
the rules of the time could never
play for his home county.

However he did play in the Kil-
kenny colours in the final of the
Railway Shield competition when
he with Mike Cummins of Wex-
ford were ‘added’ to the Kilkenny
team that represented Leinster and
won the honours. When he took
up a teaching post in Borris-in-
Ossory he played a big part in a
Laois hurling resurgence,

In 1914 he had a big part in the
first ever victory of the O’Moore
County in the Leinster senior
hurling championship, and though
they failed badly to Clare in the
All-Ireland final of that year they
came back undaunted in the 1915
campaign. To the amazement of
every hurling fan they scored a
clear-cut victory over fancied Cork
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in the final and so Bob O’Keeffe,
a great veteran by then, won his
All-Ireland medal at last.

He retired from the playing fields
soon after, but this merely meant
that he gave more time and energy
than ever to the promotion of the
games.

His work was soon recognised
and he became Chairman of the
Leinster Council in 1924, a
position he held for eleven years.
During that time Leinster became
the best organised province within
the Association, a distinction that
it still holds.

In 1935 when Sean McCarthy’s
term of office finished Bob O’Keeffe
succeeded him as President and
again proved himself an outstand-
ing administrator. He was one of
the men who planned and
sanctioned the erection of the
Cusack Stand, and he was a great
advocate of the Grounds Scheme,
then really getting under way.

He was, as might be expected a
life-long hurling enthusiast, and
did much to revive the game not
alone in Laois but far beyond.

Nor was work for the Associa-
tion done when his Presidency
ended. A year or two later he was
back in office as Treasurer of
Leinster Council, and continued
until his death over a decade later.

Fittingly, the most imposing
trophy in G.A.A. competition, the
massive Leinster senior hurling
trophy, was bought by the Gaels
of the province as a tribute to Bob
O’Keeffe’s work for the Association
and his love of the hurling game.
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CLUB LEADERSHIP COURSE

‘Stimulating experience”

Y most stimulating experience

of some forty years’ active
association with the G.A.A. was, 1
think, the Club Leadership Course
held recently in Limerick,

The entire course of talks were
carefully prepared, had plenty of
“meat” in them, and covered
almost every conceivable aspect of
G.A.A. administration,

The whole kernel of the success
achieved, I think, lay in the fact
that they were not delivered at,
but rather to, a group who
appeared to be very carefully
chosen by their respective County
Boards.

This latter point is I feel very
important and was mainly why the
Limerick course was such an out-
standing performance. The great
bulk of those in attendance took
an active part in the discussions
and their contributions all the time
were constructive and worth while,

At the outset, the President, Alf
Murray set the atmosphere right
when he said they were experi-
menting with a new idea and had
prepared a programme. They were
very conscious, however, that they
had a lot to learn, and were hoping
that in the course of the discus-
sions much that was new and of
value to them would emerge. It
was a get together rather than a
formal meeting, where they could
hammer out a mode of operation,
and for that reason every contri-
bution would be welcomed and

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

Bosco McDermotit, one of Galway’s
delegates at the Club Leadership
Course in Limerick.

undoubtedly prove helpful. A bond
of friendship too would be forged
during the week-end which should
be of much Dbenefit to the

Association.

The going was pretty tough,
from the opening session on Fri-
day evening to the concluding one
on Saturday morning, during
which the dedicated quartet from
headquarters dealt with no less
than eleven subjects, each of which
provoked a spirited discussion.

The programme was varied and

interesting, and despite its
strenuous nature enthusiasm, if
anything, increased during its

progress. The exchanges were all
the time good humoured but they
were frequently hard hitting too,
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and no punches were pulled—a
fact that added immensely to the
value of the whole affair,

Every aspect of administration
was covered—the ban and its
complications; dancing and the
difficulty of keeping within the
rules: teams’ match requirements
and the failure to provide sufficient
for all too many of them; conduct
on and off the field, and the head-
line mentors could set in ensuring
sporting behaviour; the case for
and against players put off the
field getting a fixed term of auto-
matic suspension; the advantages
of a uniform interpretation of
playing rules; could a G.A.A.
bereft of national ideals expect
the same dedicated service; the
clubs we have and the ones we
should have; what leaders have
done and can do; the G.A.A.
caught in the traffic stream has to
keep advancing; work that can be
accomplished by the right men and
the means of financing it; pride in
achievement should be encouraged;
leaders have to be found every-
where to know the way, show the
way and go the way in launching
the G.A.A. club as the leading
centre of social and sporting life
in every parish; the necessity for
punctuality; how the appearance of
a ground can be readily improved;
the right type of club captain;
press criticism—whether it should
be ignored or answered; spice and

® TO PAGE 29
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A taste of better living in homes everywhere

A taste of better living

Erin’s skill with foods lies not only in knowing how
to grow them and preserve their natural goodness
and flavour, but in how to make them as convenient
to buy and cook as they are delicious to eat. In the
application of this skill Erin make use of many
highly sophisticated and some revolutionary tech-
niques, aimed at maintaining the highest standards
of quality. In spite of this Erin never takes quality
for granted, |

Continuous Erin research touches almost every
field of food technology, suggesting new and bettet
ways of developing production on tens of thousands

of Irish farms . . . bringing new security to the
thousands of Irish men and women who work on
them.

Nor is this all. As exporters of an ever-increasing
range of fine quality foods Erin is helping to fortify
the pational economy and bring a taste of better

living not only to Irish tables, but to homes in every

part of the world,

ERIN FOODS LIMITED

A subsidiary of the Irish Sugar Co. Ltd.




Lecturers at the Leadership Courses (L. to R.): Pddraig O Fainin, Chairman of the Central Council's Policy
Committee; Alf O Muiri, President of the Association; Sedn O Siochdin, General Secretary and Breanddn
Mac Lua, one of the Croke Park Executive Officers.

® FROM PAGE 27
variety in training exercises; the
boost a team gets from neat and
clean attire; teams that play a
sporting game and discipline their
own players have an incalculable
asset: referees should always be
appointed independent of the
clubs concerned; clubs should
replace a troublesome player and
not wait for the referee to put him
off.

It will be noted the discussions
ranged over a very wide field,
independent of the set papers

which were : “The Heritage of the
G.A.A.”; “The Requirements of a
Club”, by Alf Murray. ‘“Leadership
in Action”: “The G.A.A. Ideal”, by
Pat Fanning. “Why a Leadership
Course”; “The Clubs Place in the
Social Structure of the Parish”;
“The Conduct of Our Games”, by
Sedan O Siochain. “The Hurling
Revival”; “Club Finance”, by
Breandan Mac Lua,

It was generally agreed that the
group discussions—in which the
attendance broke up into a num-
ber of sections, proved the most
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valuable. The questionnaire com-
pleted at the end of the course
should also be of considerable
assistance in planning further such
ventures.

It will be appreciated that I
have only succeeded in giving the
barest outlines of this most attrac-
tive course, and I think that per-
mission should be sought to
publish the different lectures,
which were of tremendous interest
and of real value in setting the
trend for the future of our great
association,
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BAITING THE REFEREEF

F all the abusive statements and
catcalls dished out to our
referees, “Give him a jersey”
appears to be by far the most
popular. One could count on the
fingers of one hand the number of
games at which this famous—or
rather infamous— catchcry has not
been heard and, apparently having
been handed down from previous
generations, it has all the appear-
ances of being handed on to the
next generation and the generation
after that again.

“Open your eyes, ref”, “What’s
wrong with your whistle ref?”,
“You’re wearing the wrong colour
jersey, ref”, “Is your whistle
stuffed, ref?” and “You’re in the
wrong field ref”, are others, but
none quite so common as the old
“Give him a jersey” insult.
Occasionally, when the man in the
middle has a shining white noggin,
he is told—“Take the hair out of
your eyes, ref’, and if the un-
fortunate fellow wears a cap all he
gets 1s—*“Hey, Peter McDermott,
have you lost your whistle?” And
even players—when a free has been
awarded against them, have been
heard to say to the controlling
official—*Take it yourself, ref”,

These insults and derogatory
statements are common to all parts
of Ireland and to all grades of
football and hurling. They can be
heard from Derry to Cork. in the
large stadium or in the bumpiest
“back-garden” that some club calls
a playing field. The accent is the
only thing that wvaries.

What a tragedy that the referee
has not the power — authority
would hardly be sufficient — to
hand over the whistle to his verbal
assailant and compel him to take
charge for the remainder of the
game. This, of course, is neither

by SEAMUS McCLUSKEY

possible nor even feasible, if it
were possible, but it certainly
would be the genuine cure for
those who have never had the
courage to take control of a game
and who show nothing but ridicule
and disrespect for the man who
has such courage.

Many interesting articles on
referees and refereeing have been
published in ‘ Gaelic Sport’® and
in other publications, so I do not
propose either to discuss the art
or even to refer to the respon-
sibilities of these much maligned
gentlemen. Suffice it to say that of
all sports officials—the ref is the
least to be envied. However, it is
gratifying to find that those who
refuse to recognise the authority
of the man with the whistle, are
very much in the minority.

Most referees commence their
career by taking control of games
in the juvenile grade. This, how-
€ver, can prove quite an experience
as I discovered some time ago
when I got the unenviable task of
refereeing a boys under-12 foot-
ball game. Certain that I could do
a good job for football in my
native county and that I might be
responsible for unearthing some
budding stars, I proceeded to
allocate a position e.g. right full
back, centre-half, left forward, etc.
to each of the youngsters but it
must have sounded double-Dutch to
most of them and in the end I had
to give up. Some of them didn’t
even know what direction to play
and I thought how I'd hate to be
a schoolmaster.

Finally I told them to go ahead
and play it their own way. They
did. I think it was supposed to be
Gaelic football but it borrowed
slightly from rugby, as ‘scrums’
seemed to occur rather frequently.
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One team was getting slightly the
worst of affairs when a green-
jerseyed youngster tried to rally
the unfortunate side with — *““I'll
stand in goal and the rest of you
go out and rush.” Again they did.
I never saw orders taken so
seriously before, but in a short
time a rather soft goal was scored
on the aforementioned commander
which resulted in a barrage of
insults from his team-mates, in-
cluding the captain’s comment—
“Ye eejit ye, could you not have
closed your legs?” But nothing
struck me so much as the very
genuine and sympathetic comment
from a palefaced youngster—‘“Ach,
Jimmy, you’re no good.”

During the last season I was
present at a juvenile game in which
the referee had occasion to put a
youngster to the line for using un-
juvenile type language. At the con-
clusion of the game the youngster’s
father took his son by the ear and
in front of all his team-mates, made
him apologise to the referee, for
his indiscretion. If we only had a
lot more fathers of this calibre,
our players might prove to be a
lot more easily controlled when
they graduate to the higher grades
and we might have a lot less abuse
for referees coming from the men
on the terraces, Unfortunately, in
the same grade and in the same
county last year, I saw a parent
give a severe reprimand to another
referee for sending his “white-
haired” boy to the line during the
course of a game, and, as long as
we have this type of thing, the
abuse and unpleasantness are very
likely to be continued.

But to get back to the “Big
Boys’—it is at these games that
we see the worst exhibition of rank
bad manners. Even G.A.A. Head-



quarters, Croke Park, is oiten
afflicted with these outbreaks but,
fortunately, they are not so
frequent here as at many of the
provincial venues. What a pity
some of these offenders could not
be brought along by the ear to
apologise to the referee—I venture
to say that had it happened to
them in their juvenile days, they
would not now be making such a
nuisance of themselves at our
games,

Besides the unruly spectators
and the bad-mannered players,
many good-mannered and sporting
players can often make a nuisance
of themselves — very often quite
unintentionally. At a Northern
venue some time ago the players
of both sides treated themselves to
an unusually long half-time break
and the official in charge of the
game was reduced to the stage
where he had to go banging on the
dressing-room doors to get the
players back on the pitch and even
then they seemed reluctant to
return. Had the game not been
such an important one and had
there not been such a big crowd
present, I'm quite sure the referee
would have packed his bags and
bade farewell to the loft,

How often, too, do we see over-
officious officials running out onto
the field to say something to a
player. Even in the big games that
have been televised, this has been
a regular occurrence and gives
viewers the impression that these
glory-hunters are merely making
sure that they will be seen on the
screen by their friends back home,
Thank Heavens, the Central Coun-
cil has introduced new powers for
referees to deal with this type of
individual but, so far, the men with
the whistles appear reluctant to
use their new authority. When
they do, perhaps they will be
entrusted with even more authority
to enable them to deal with the
“Give the ref a jersey” merchant
and then we can all enjoy our
favourite games in peace and
comfort.

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
R®FERENCE DEPT.

Hveryone
fits into.the

picture at ...

HOLIDAY CAMP
MOSNEY

At Butlins there's something for everyone.
While youngsters play parents have their own
well earned holiday!

Apply now for a colour brochure to the

Camp at Mosney, or 4/6 Trinity 8t., Dublin 2,
or, in fact, any Travel Agent.
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THE WHITE FATHERS OF AFRICA

BLACKLION, CO. CAVAN

A Society of Secular Priests and Missionary Brothers whose sole aim is the establishment
of the Church in Africa.
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MORE VOCATIONS ARE URGENTLY
NEEDED.
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Approximately 150 millions are still
non Christian !

If you cannot be a Missionary perhaps
you could help to put one in the field.

. All enquiries to :
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Shannon Travel is Ireland’s largest independent travel
Agency. This is the organisation with facilities to
help to:

FEEL ® Holidays in the sun.

SECURE

WHEN YOU |
TRAVEL ® All air, sea and land travel.

® Pilgrimages to Lourdes.

ABROAD ® Winter holidays.

If you are making travel arrangements on behalf of
yourself or a Club or Group be sure to contact us.

TRAVEL SHANNON TRAVEL

138, Lr. Baggot St., Dublin 2. °’Phone 63971,
Offices at : Westmoreland St., Dublin 1;
Cecil St., Limerick; William St., Galway.




1966
d’eirigh réalt nua sna speartha

O tobann sa Dbhliain
iomdna, eadhon, Ua Faili. Thug
roinnt mhaith daoine fé ndeara gur
ar éigin a rug Cill Chainnigh an la
seo0 sa Chraobh-Chomdrtas in
aghaidh Ui F4dili i Mi Mheithimh a
ghabh thart. Ach chimil an saol
Gaolach na stile nuair a bhuaigh
an fhoireann lar-tire ar Phortlairge
agus ar Thiobrad Arann sa Sraith
Na4isitinta i miosa beaga na bliana,

Cad is cionntsiocair leis an bhfds
agus leis an mborradh? An ambh-
laidh gur féidir le sdr-imreoir
amhdin, mar Phadraig O Maol-
mhuaidh, foireann iomldn a thar-
raingt anfos 6n 1dib?

I gcénai bhi foireann iomana ag
Ua F4ili mar go bhfuil cuid mhaith
den Chontae ag gobadh isteach 1
dTuaisceart Thiobraid Arainn; da
thoradh, is i nDeisceart Ui Fdili a
bhiodh na fdéirne is méd chdil 1
gcdrsai iomédna. Mar sin féin ni
raibh go leor aca ann chun
foireann shinnsearach den chéad-
scoth a chur san iomaoicht do
Chraobh Laighean né don Sraith
Naisitinta. Nf h-ionann sin is a ra
narbh imreoiri thar an gcoiteann
iad muintir Childoire, Druim-
chuilinn, Chill Eitigh, Sui an Rdin
agus Biorra analldd.

T4 an iomdint go foirleathan sa

le SEAN O DUNAGAIN

Chontae anois agus ni haon
déichini iad le camdin muintir
Eadoin Dhoire, muintir na Tulai
Moire né muintir Chille Eacaigh
nuair is toil seo. Ach im’ thuairim
's{ an fhoireann is mé le rd in Ui
F4ili anois agus an ceann is mo
thionncair ar fhoirinn an Chontae
na foireann Naoimh Raghnaigh ata
bunaithe sa chomh-phardiste An
Clochdn agus Beannchar na Sionna.
Rug an fhoireann seo craobh an
chontae leo ’sna blianta ’65 agus
'66. I ngach cluiche na mbliain ud
'na raibh foireann Naoimh Ragh-
naigh pdirteach bhi caighdédn ion-
tach ard agus nf raibh salachar da
laghad, Cé nach bhfuil ach triuir
né ceathrar aca ar fhoirinn an
Chontae ’'sé an spiorad agus an
snas ar a gcuid imirt a thug agus
a thugann, eisiimpldr do na him-
reoiri eile sa chontae ar fad.

T4 an Coiste Chontae ag tabhairt
gach cinamh agus cabhrach atd de
dhith leis an bhfoireann a
thréineail agus d4 bhithin taid 1
bhfiaca go moér. Mar sin féin,
nuair a fheiceann an fhoireann go
bhfuil an lucht stiurtha ddirire agus
go bhfuil aire thar an gcoiteann a
thabhairt don bhfoireann déanann
siad iarracht nios fearr a gcuid
cluichi a bhuachaint.

Fosta td beirt fhear clitdtach 1
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Réalt Nua loméma

gceannas tréinedla agus combhair-
laithe, mar atd An Brathair Oirdh-
mhineach Donncha, Biorra, agus
Seosamh O Dubhlaoich iar-imreoir
an Chontae as Dromchuilinn agus
is do-chreite an mhéid is féidir le
beirt mar iad a dhéanamh chun
foireann a mhunladh agus a
theagasc. Rud eile td drd-mheas ag
an bhfoireann orthu agus ni
ceadaitear d’éinne cur isteach ar
chursai atd fé cheannas na beirte
sin.

Cinnte td sar-imreoir aca a bhfuil
aithne ag an saol Gaolach air,
P4draig O Maolmhuaidh, ach ta
Paddy ag imirt le fada an la agus
ni raibh foireann ann lena ré go
dti seo. T4d aois dhd bhliain
triocad sroiste ag Paddy cé nach
sean-aois é i gcursai iomdna. Caith-
fear a smaoineadh mar sin féin go
bhfuil mean-aois de sé bliana ar
fhicid ag an bhfoireann in iomldn
agus ni mér déibh Craobh éigin a
bhuachaint taobh istich de dha
bhlian. Ach is cuma sa tsioc fé
chraobhacha fhaid is atd an caigh-
dean iomdna drdaithe aca sa Chon-
tae agus go bhfuil na Contaethe
laga eile in ann a rd leo féin “mas
féidir le hUi F4ili é dhéanamh 1is
féidir linn-ne.” T4 sar-mhaitheas
déanta ag na hUi Fdiligh don
iomaint agus traoslaim déibh.
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out of the frying pan...

into the seat of a brand new tractor. Just
the job to develop your farm to its full
potential ! Why didn’t you think of B.W.
/I
B

betore this ? They’re the people who want
to help you to expand. Any farmer ham-
pered by lack of capital should get in
touch with B.W. Call, ring or write for
details of how B.W. can help you.

B.W. CREDIT
CORPORATION LTD.

Member of the Irish Finance Houses Association.
14 Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin 2, Tel. 67206 (5 lines).
F. S. O’Neill, Managing Director. Athlone Road,
Roscommon. Tel 6277. T. Rogers, Branch Manager.
34 Grand Parade, Cork. Tel. 24429, J. A. Daly,
Branch Manager. Market Cross, Carlow., Tel. 576.
F. Eustace, Branch Manger. John St., Kells. Tel. 14.
T. G. Hughes, Branch Manager.

.

from the BLACKTHORN

The latest Blackthorn vulcanised range

brings you the ultimate in comfort, Blue soles and facings
strength, and durability. gf:iksfj;esﬂzidfﬂ;ﬁi facings
Elite is light, flexible with reinforced

black calf uppers and moulded
rubber sole with sure-grip 14
stud arrangement. Other
refinements include

large rustless alum-

Inium eyelets,

slotted tongue

locks, padded

collar, sponge-

lined tongue,

hard toe.

vulcanised range

ELITE §. 88

Made by EDWARD J. CONNOLLY, DUNDALK




JOHNNY CARROLL

HE sudden rise of the Cork
senior footballers in last year’s
championship introduced many
new names to G.A.A. enthusiasts
outside the Rebel County. One
such player was Johnny Carroll,
the diminutive forward from Dun-
manway, whose lively displays in
the Leeside attack helped his
county to provincial honours and
earned him the title “Cork Foot-
baller of the Year.” It was a great
season for the 26-year-old stalwart,
who also led his club to win the
county junior championship for the
first time in thirty years.

Football in Munster had been
dominated by Kerry for nine long
years before 1966, and all of Cork’s
attempts to shake off the shackles
of their mighty neighbours had
ended in dismal failure. Still, the
outlook was bright, as the Lee-
siders had won four minor pro-
vincial titles since 1959 and sooner
or later the cream of these young-
sters would develop into a strong
senior team. Johnny Carroll arrived
on the intercounty scene for Cork
in 1962, having represented Kildare
in the underage competitions while
studying at Naas.

Cork’s fortunes were at a low
ebb at that stage but were to de-
cline still further in the following
years. However, the dark-haired
performer from the South-West
made his mark with many scintil-
lating displays at top o’ the left
and gained the favour of the Mun-
ster selectors in 1964. Meanwhile,
Dohenys the far-famed club from
Dunmanway, were fighting hard to

GREAT FORWARD
FROM A
CLUB OF

NOBLE LINEAGE

By TIM HORGAN

bring back former glory and their
intercounty  representative  was
foremost in the march that was to
lead to ultimate triumph two years
later.

Dohenys derive their name from
the famous Tipperary-born Fenian
Michael Doheny and his cousin Fr.
James Doheny, who ministered in
Dunmanway around the time of
the 1867 Rising. The club was
formed almost at the beginning of
the Association in Cork, and soon
established itself as one of the
leading powers in the county. In
1897 Dohenys represented Cork in
the All-Ireland championship,
having won the county football
title, but were beaten narrowly in
the final. As the years wore on and
other clubs arose in the city and
county, the Dunmanway men lost
their early pre-eminence, but re-
mained a strong force in the junior
ranks,

Orne of the most notable mem-
bers of the club in the early
decades of this century was Sam
Maguire, whose name 1is per-
petuated in the All-Ireland senior
football trophy. Maguire was a
Dunmanway man, who played in
three All-Ireland finals with Lon-
don and did trojan work in the
IL.R.B. and L.LR.A. during the War
of Independence. It was he who
recruited Michael Collins, his
neighbour from Clonakilty, into
the national movement. He died in
1927 and is buried in the Church
of Ireland cemetery in Dunman-
way. Three years ago the people of
the town honoured his name with
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a spacious new hurling and foot-
ball pitch.

Dohenys won the county foot-
ball title in 1935 and a new wave
of enthusiasm spread over the
town. Watching that memorable
final, in which the old club
regained its former prestige, were
two eager young brothers who
were destined to bring further

renown to Dunmanway in the
succeeding years. They were, of
course, the Young  brothers

Eamonn and Jim, who did so much
for hurling and football in Cork
during the past twenty years or so.
Eamonn remained a star on the
Cork football team up to the ’50s
and when he hung up his inter-
county jersey, another Dohenys’
player, Denis Bernard emerged as
one of the leading lights in the
great but unlucky Leeside teams
of 1956 and '57.

Johnny Carroll, who is a product
of St. Patrick’s N.S. like his famous
predecessors, returned from Naas
in 1961 and set about reviving the
fortunes of his club. He played a
prominent part in bringing the
Dohenys to the county final in
1965 but after a hectic match with
the city champions, Na Piarsaig,
the West-Corkmen were beaten by
a point, Nothing daunted, they
were back again the following yvear
and with Eamonn Young still pro-
viding inspiration in attack and
Carroll working whole-heartedly
at midfield, the Dunmanway con-
tingent took on Grange in the

® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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decider. The game ended in a
draw, but a brilliant goal by Car-
roll in the second half of the replay
and five points by the evergreen
“Youngie” led to a splendid victory
for the Dohenys. Success had come
at last to the venerable club from
the Carbery division.

At the same time the Doheny’s
were playing a major role in the
comeback of the Cork senior foot-
ballers. Eamonn Young returned to
the selection committee as trainer,
while left-half-back John Crowley
and corner-forward Carroll repre-
sented the club on the team itself.
Carroll suffered a serious knee
injury early in the year, but was
fully fit for the Munster final
against Kerry at Killarney. The
homesters led by 0-5 to 0-3 at the
interval, but ten minutes from full-
time Crowley gathered the ball in
the Cork area dashed on a fine solo-
run down the wing and flighted a
high shot towards the Kerry goal.
His clubmate Carroll darted out
from the corner, grabbed the ball
and burst through for a fine goal.
The tide immediately turned in
Cork’s favour and five minutes
later Carroll had the ball in the
net again. But though the second
goal was disallowed and a free
awarded to Cork instead, Johnny
Carroll had done his bit to put
the Rebel County back on the foot-
ball map.

Carroll’s subsequent appearances
with Cork in Croke Park and else-
where enhanced his reputation,
and to-day he ranks as one of the
most dangerous forwards in the
game. A great man to gain poses-
sion, the clever Carbery star can
seldom be stopped unless fouled,
and his intelligent use of the ball
has dumbfounded many a famous
right-full-back. He is also a com-
petent hurler, and is one of the
best basketball players in the
county. So if you ever happen to
visit Johnny Carroll’s public house,
“The Doheny Bar,” in Dunman-
way ten to one you’'ll be talking
sport,
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fhoireann
- -
naisiunta
You'll never see this team in Pdirc an
Chrocaigh but its performance is of vital
concern to all of us.
It's a strong team : nearly three million
strong. Its prospects are bright. But it needs
support—support in the form of regular
saving to give it the financial backing it
needs to come out on top.
Regular saving builds a strong national team
—with the resources to stand up to any
competition; and in helping to build it we are

building a better future for ourselves. We
are all part of the team—Iet’s support it !

Save — And Put Your Savings To Work

For full information on ways of saving—
especially on how you can start a Savings
Group where you work—write to :

An Runai,
COISTE COIGILTIS NAISIUNTA
(NATIONAL SAVINGS COMMITTEE)

@ 18 Béthar Lansdin, Ath. Cliath, 4.

Guthdan : 66305.
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By AGNES HOURIGAN

HE best news about camogie

for a long time is the projected
championship among the Voca-
tional Schools. The idea is that, if
feasible, this should be run on an
intercounty basis, and it would
certainly be the making of the
game in some counties where,
hitherto progress has been slow.
These Vocational School teams
could quickly become the basis for
intercounty championship sides
and would obviously prove a big
step forward. Nor should there be
any great difficulty in administering
such competitions. A great number
of lady graduates who have played
for one or other of the Universities
are teaching Vocational Schools
throughout the country and their
assistance would I am sure be
readily available.

Indeed all the Councils of the
Camogie Association would be
quite willing to co-operate, though
I should imagine the Vocational
Schools sides would have to be
affiliated to the Camogie Associa-
tion. This, I understand, is not at
present the case in Dublin.

I know that the Leinster Colleges
Council would give every assist-
ance while the Ulster Colleges
Council at present runs a com-
petition for the State secondary
schools which in many parts of the
Six Counties correspond to our
Secondary Schools. In fact as the
present Leinster and Ulster Col-
leges Councils are subsidiary bodies
of the Leinster and Ulster Councils,

CAMOGIE

I see no reason why provincial
Vocational Schools camogie Coun-
cils could not be set up on the
same basis.

I certainly hope somebody brings
the matter forward at Congress
later this month and thus set the
whole project on an official basis.

As usual the Ashbourne Cup
competition provided a bright start
to the competitive year, and
University College Cork earned the
trophy very deservedly indeed with
a clear-cut victory over a fancied
Dublin side in an exciting final.
The home side proved the better-
balanced but Dublin fought all the
way, and as many of their players
are young must be a force to be
reckoned with in future years.

An entertaining feature of the
series was that University College
Galway chose to play their famous
goal-keeper Eileen Naughton out-
field. And she not alone got both
their scores against Dublin, but
also ran up the imposing total of
5-4 against Queen’s in the Ash-
bourne Shield final.

The ‘awards’ season 1S now OVEr,
and I was intrigued to see that
Waterford are going to make their
own Gaelic All-Star awards. But,
perhaps it was oversight, and per-
haps not, but I noted that the pro-
visions of the motion passed men-
tioned hurlers and footballers only.
Perhaps, however, in the mnew
spirit in G.A.A. ranks towards en-
couraging camogie they will see
fit to add on a camogie player when
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they are putting their theory into
practice. After all, there are now
as there always were some fine
camogie players down Waterford
way.

But then I suppose people In
glass-houses cannot throw stones.
Did I or did I not see some
reference in the last issue of
GAELIC SPORT that on the cover
were the two Gaelic Winners of
1966 Caltex awards, Mattie Mec-
Donagh and Justin McCarthy? And
after all I had said in the previous
issue about Una O’Connor being
the first camogie player ever to be
honoured by Caltex.

Well, the next big item on the
camogie agenda is the annual
Congress on March 18. There are
some bright ideas coming up, In-
cluding one from Kilkenny that a
National League be formed. I agree
that organisation has now reached
the stage where the possibility at
least of such a league could be ex-
plored. I think 1if it were played
on a regional basis of say four
groups, with the group winners
going through to the semi-finals
and the winners meeting in the
final. The only trouble might be
the question of finances, and on a
regional basis, if the regions were
properly organised, these games
should be able to pay their way.
Certainly the semi-finals and finals
should do so, and such a com-
petition should do a tremendous
amount to popularise the game still
further.




Co. Chorcai

TRA BOLGAN

Trd Bolgan, An Geata Bdn, Co.
Chorcai. ’Fén: Corcaigh 61203.
(Eolas 6: Cormac Mac Carthaigh,
25 Srdid Phddraig, Corcaigh.
’Fon: 20412.)

Cirsai : 3 Tuail-28 Iail, 1967;
1 Lunasa-26 Linasa, 1967. Cail-
ini amhdin. Aois 10-18 mbliana.

Coldiste Chiardn, OQilean Cléire,
Co. Choreai.

(Eolas 6: Cormac Mac Carthaigh)

Cursai : 3/7/67 — 28/7/67;
1/8/67 — 26/8/67. Buchailli
amhain.

Coldiste Fhionntrd, Ceanntrd, Dain-
gean Ui Chiis, Co. Chiarrai.
(Eolas 6: Cormac Mac Cdrthaigh)
Cursai: 4/7/67 — 29/7/67:
1/8/67 — 26/8/67. Buachailli
agus Cailini. Aois: 10-18.

Tir Chonaill

ROS GOILL. 24 mile 6 Leijtir
Ceanainn. Bus.

Coldiste Ros Goill, Na Diine, Leitir
Ceanainn, Tir Chonaill.
(Eolas 6 Pddraig O Miandin, 27
Fortwilliam Tce., Shantallow,
Doire.
Carsai: (a) 28/6/67—22/7/67:
(b) 24/7/67 — 19/8/67. Buach-
aillf agus cailfni. T4ill{: Ciirsa (a)
£14; Cirsa (b) £24. Cidrsa (a).
faoi bun 18 mbliana. Cirsa (b)
os cionn 18 mbliana.

RANN NA FEIRSTE. 40 mile 6
Leitir Ceanainn. Bus go hAna-
gaire, 1 mfle 6 Rann na Feirste.

Coldiste Bhride, Rann na Feirste,
Leitir Ceanainn, Tir Chonaill.
'Fon : Anagaire 25.

(Eolas 6: Seosamh O Searcaigh,
Lann Léire, Co. Ld. 'Fén: Dun-
leer 67.)

Cdrsai : 4/7/67 — 28/7/67:

Na Colaisti Samhraidh — SAOIRE 1967
—————————————

1/8/67—25/8/67. Buachailli agus
cailini. Tdille: £14. Aois: 10-18
mbliana.

Co. Luimnigh

FAING.

Aras Ide, Faing, Co. Luimnigh,
’Fén : 10,
(Eolas 6: An Rinai, Aras Ide,
Faing, Co. Luimnigh. *Fén : Faing
10.)
Ciirsai : 30/6/67 — 26/7/67:
29/7/67 — 23/8/67. Buachailli
agus cailini, T4&illi: £18. Aois:
12-18.

Co. Atha Cliath

BAILE BRIGIN.

Coldiste Phddraig, Halla Hampton,

Baile Brigin, Co. Atha Cliath.
(Eolas 6: Eamonn O Murchi,
Coldiste Phddraig, Teach Y.P.,
Rotunda, Baile Atha Cliath 1.
'Fon : 334051—baile.)
Cursai : (a) 18/6/67 — 8/7/67:
(b) 9/7/67 — 20/7/67; (c)
30/7/67—29/8/67; (d) 20/8/67
—2/9/67. Buachailli ambhdin
Cdarsaf (a) and (d); Cailinf
amhdin : (b) and (c). Aois:
10-18.

THIS ADVERTISEMENT
APPEARS THROUGH THE
SPONSORSHIP OF :—

A. J. JENNINGS & Co. Ltd.
Builders and Civil Engineers,
Dun Laoghaire.

DUBTEX CLOTHING Ltd.
Dublin.

LEP (Ireland) Ltd.
Dublin.

EDUCATIONAL
COMPANY OF IRELAND

and

THE COLLEGES

Co. na Mi

BAILE GIB,

Bri na Midhe, Baile Gib, An
Uaimh, Co. na Mi.
(Eolas 6 An tAtair Feargal,
O.F.M., Dun Mhuire, Cill Inion
Léinin, Co. Bld Cliath. ’Fén:
803917.
Cursai : (a) 18/6/67—1/7/67;
(b) 2/7/67—15/7/67: (c) 16/7/67
—29/7/67; (d) 30/7 /67—
12/8/67; (e) 13/8/67—26/8/67.
Buachailli amhdin : (a), (b), (e);
Cailinf amhdin : (¢), (d). T4illf :
£9-10-0. Aois: 10-16.

Co. Phort Lairge
AN RINN.

Coldiste na Rinne, Rinn O gCuan-
ach, Sna Déisibh. ’Fén: 4.
(Eolas 6 : Michedl O Démhnaill,
Coldiste na Rinne, Rinn O
gCuanach. ’Fén: 24.)

Cdrsaf:  29/6/67 — 27/7/67;
26/7/67 — 19/8/67. Buachaillf
agus cailini. T4illi : £23-10-0

(seomra singil); £22-0-0 (seomra
beirte né tridir); £20-10-0 (suan-
lios). Aois: Os cionn 12 bhliain.
Bionn ranganna do daoine posta.
Dédil na Mumbhan : 19/8/67—
26/8/67. Tdille: £7-10-0.

Co. na Gaillimhe

AN SPIDEAL.

Coldiste Chonnacht, An Spidéal,

Co. na Gaillimhe. ’Fén: 24.
(Eolas 6 : An tAth. N. 6 Donn-
ghaile, S.P., An Spidéal. ’Fén: 9
no 24.)
Clrsafi : 3/7/67 — 28/8/67;
31/7/67 — 25/8/67. Buachailli
agus cailini. Aois: 10-18 bhliain.
Ranganna do thosaitheoir{
freisin.




(LUB IS THE HUB

I WAS intrigued recently by a

short article in a daily news-
paper concerning happenings on
the G.A.A. scene in Co. Derry.
According to the report the possi-
bility of amalgamating a number of
weaker clubs into stronger units
throughout the county is at present
under investigation. In fact,
already, two clubs in Derry City
have anticipated the findings of the
committee and have decided to
join forces.

An official of one of these clubs
ventured the opinion that this
amalgamation would produce a
twofold effect. Firstly it would
facilitate a rise in the standard of
football in the city. This would
follow as a result of the fielding of
a stronger team and the subsequent
competition with the very best club
teams in the county. Secondly this
joining of forces would afford the
new club an opportunity to widen
the scope of its interests and
activities.

This latter view is very much in
line with current thinking on the
duties and responsibilities of the
club, as the fundamental unit of
the Association. This subject has
been the source of much comment
and discussion in recent times, For
instance at many of this year’s
county conventions it got quite an
airing. The climate of opinion on
the matter is changing rapidly. No
longer is a club considered worthy

'of the title if its function is merely

to field a team on Sunday after-
noons and hold a meeting once a
week, The modern concept of the
club embraces a much wider range
of activities. Perhaps the Dbest
example of this new-style club is
Clann Eireann of Lurgan.

One would earnestly hope that
some day all clubs will provide for
their members a range of activities
similar to those provided at present
by the Lurgan club. But is such a
possibility feasible having regard
to the composition and nature of
many of our existing clubs? I
believe it is not! In Derry they
have obviously decided that one of
the possible ways of tackling the
problem is by amalgamating small
groups of weaker clubs into
stronger units—hence the investig-
ation. In my opinion many other
counties may have to follow suit if
they are to possess the type of
clubs that are needed,

Take my own county, Armagh,
for example. I cite it not because
it is any worse off in this respect
than the majority of other caun-
ties, but simply because I am more
conversant with the set-up there.
Indeed, we are fortunate in the
fact that we possess a club like
Clann Eireann which serves as a
model for other clubs in the county
to follow. At the other end of the
scale however we have many clubs

By JOHN O. GRANT

which are little more than football
teams.

The following description could
be regarded as applicable to the
majority of them. They have no
permanent playing pitch, no chang-
ing rooms and no permanent
building of any kind. Usually they
depend on the use of the local
parochial hall, if such is available,
for meetings. They survive from
year to year mainly through the
diligence, industry and dedication
of a few hardy individuals.

Two questions spring to mind
with regard to such clubs, Firstly,
can they ever hope to emulate the
achievements of clubs like Clann
Eireann ? Secondly, if by some
chance they did achieve this feat,
would the resulting situation be
satisfactory or beneficial ? I would
answer both questions in the
negative.

In reply to the first question I
feel that it is doubtful, even with
the aid of grants, if such a task is
within the capabilities of these
weaker clubs. The cost of provid-
ing even the minimum facilities is
almost prohibitive in itself, Add to
this the immense difficulty of rais-
ing funds.

In my own parish for instance
we have two such clubs as I have
described above. There is little
chance that both could ever find
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® FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

adequate money to carry out-the
necessary improvements. Indeed it
is questionable if one of the clubs
could succeed in the task due to
the small size of the parish. For
the two clubs, therefore, to embark
on similar programmes of improve-
ments could only result in failure
for both of them.

The second question is also
worthy of consideration. Let us
suppose for a moment that each
club in the county did manage to
emulate Clann Eireann. Surely this
duplication of facilities, catering in
each case for only a small number
of people, would be inexcusable, If
we do go to the trouble of provid-
ing modern amenities then we must
ensure that they receive optimum
usage.

But such supposition is more
akin to the realms of fantasy than
of fact. What is more likely to
happen is that these weaker clubs
will remain as they are, struggling
to exist from year to year. What
then is the solution to their plight?
I believe the answer lies in
amalgamating small groups of
these weaker clubs into larger,
stronger units.

What benefits would accrue from
such a move. Some of the more
obvious ones would be an increase
in manpower and a broader base
as a source of income. The stan-
dard of play would almost inevit-
ably rise—more players leading to
keener competition for team places
and stronger teams. Neither would
there be any need for the less
accomplished players to  be
neglected. The club could field an
extra team, even three teams if
necessary.

The same argument could be
applied to the selection of officials
—the greater the number of pros-
pective candidates the greater the
chance of finding top-class men for
the various positions.

However, it is widening the
scope of the activities of the club
that T feel most progress would be

® TO PAGE 48
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AUROFAC 20

Profit killer! That's white Scour. Awurofac*® 20 is
your best protection against this scourge, and Aurofac*®
20 has been proven effective as a preventative and
treatment of white scour under Irish conditions, by
Veterinary Officers of the Department of Agriculture.
This modern, effective way of treating and preventing
white scour is an essential investment for today’'s farmer.
The powerful antibiotic, Aureomycin® in Aurofac* 20
gives vyou faster results—for less cost! Of special
importance are bought-in calves. These should be kept
in isolation and treated promptly with Aurofac* 20 to
prevent your herd coming in contact with white scour.
And Aurofac* 20 is simple to use. It mixes easily with
milk. Protect your calves against White Scour.

“Regd. Trademark.
e CYANAMIID

Produet of Cyanamid International

good animal health starts with

W iieleliainis

Available from WHELEHANS who help the
farmer make a profitable business
from farming.
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THE ATTRACTION

OF THE

TI—IE Gael-Linn competition holds

a certain magnetism for the
handballer. Could it be, that
because it is run on different lines
from  the championships, it
invariably attracts such a large
entry which seems 1o expand with
each succeeding year ?

One of the novelties attached to
‘+ is that it is open to players in
every grade, thus often producing
the David v. Goliath clash.

While some would claim that
such competition is ridiculous, this,
in reality is not the case as events
have shown down the years. Con-
versely the Gael-Linn competition
is the ideal stepping stone for the
prospective champion.

Formerly, all games were played
over a period of a half-hour, but
this was changed at a meeting of
the Council during the summer
when it was decided to play the
present competition on a twenty-
minutes basis.

If both players are level at the
call of time an extra five minutes
is played to decide the winner.
Such a system ensures that there
is no let-up on the part of the
contestants, and in the closing
stages of the competition when top
players invariably meet, the time-
basis system can produce an
invigorating struggle.

The Gael-Linn competition is
also an endurance test for irres-
pective of weather conditions all
games must be played.

In some years when SsSnow and
frost ordained that most games
must have a respite, handballers
proved to be one of the few excep-

GAEL-LINN CUP

tions. They lined out under the
most severe conditions and com-

pleted programmes without a
hitch.
It has also become common

practice to remove snow and apply
salt to playing surfaces before
commencement of play.

Since its inception in 1954 the
competition has provided some
stirring games. My most vivid
memory of a Gael-Linn tie goes
back to the final of 1962, con-
tested between Mick Kirby (Clare)
and Joe Maher (Louth).

It was a tremendous struggle
all the way, with the emphasis on
hard-hitting and classical hand-
hall. The lead alternated so often
that it was well-nigh impossible to
determine just who was in front.

Kirby, in rampant mood ap-
peared capable of just about
snatching the honours. But, with
only two minutes to go he made a
vital mistake. Maher grasped his
chance and went on to win.

Neither must we forget last
year’s competition, which was com-
pleted at the Croke Park Court in
early April. It was characterised, in
the main, by Fintan Confrey, the
red-haired Drogheda-born, Dublin-
based ace handballer who gave a
series of impeccable displays on
final night, to land the title.

Faced with some of the best
players in the country, including
Wexford’s Richie Lyng, Tipperary
star Paddy Hickey, Seamus Mc-
Cabe of Monaghan, Sligo’s Des
Walshe, Jim Doyle from Dublin,
Willie Kerins from Kerry and Pat
Qheerin from Offaly, Confrey saw
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fit to give us what is best in hand-
ball.

Revelling in the big support of
a packed gallery he pulled out all
the stops, and, with a cultured dis-
play of butting, dolly-lobbing,
astute tossing and bottom of the
wall returns, made it a night to
remember,

His display prompted us to say
he would not be beaten for many a
day. But the Leinster champion-
ships soon proved us completely
wrong, for Confrey never TIe-
produced his Gael-Linn form,
consequently did not come
seriously into the reckoning.

This year’s Gael-Lion com-
petition has provided many ex-
citing games, and with final day
close at hand the pace 1s hotting
up for a grand-stand finish. One of
the surprise defeats was that of the
dual senior All-Ireland champion
Peadar McGee, who was beaten in
his own alley at Newport by
Eamon Connolly.

A feature of the present com-
petition was the appearance of
many hurlers and footballers,
especially in Kilkenny and Wex-
ford. Without exception they
rendered a good account of them-
selves. Indeed, the only criticism I
have heard concerns the reduction
of the time limit from a half-hour
to twenty minutes.

Players are finding the shorter
playing time not to their liking, so
it appears that an attempt made in
good faith by the Central Council
to make the competition ever more
attractive has not been successful.
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PLANS FOR PAIRC Ul CHAOIMH

HE long-awaited plans for the
new Pairc Ui Caoimh in Cork
were released recently and it is
obvious that the fine parcel of land
between Model Farm Road and the
rapidly developing Bishopstown
area will be a hive of Gaelic
activity within a few years.

Four pitches are planned, and
two handball alleys are also
included, so the new stadium will
be the most ambitious by far of any
scheme in the country.

Accommeodation for seventy-five
thousand is planned at the main
pitch, with covered seating for ten
thousand, a total seating capacity
of twenty thousand, and fifty-five
thousand standing. The covered
stand will run the full length of
the pitch and the remaining seating
will extend around the other three
sides. The standing space will be
behind the latter.

Complete with all modern amen-
ities, provision for two fine car
parks and a bus marshalling stand,
indicate the spacious nature of the
property. The first part of the
scheme, about to be launched, is
estimated to cost in the region
of £70,000.

DECLAN GOODE

For the thirtieth successive
season, Declan Goode has been
elected Secretary of the Waterford
County Board—a fact which stands
as a well deserved tribute by the
Gaels of the Decies to a fellow
Gael, who for so long strove so
hard to make Waterford a strong-
hold of Gaeldom.

Declan comes of great Gaelic
stock boasting a background of
seventy-five years service to our
native games.

We must go back to the closing
years of the last century to find
Declan’s father, Dick, captaining
a famous football team—the
Thomas Russell’s of Kilsrannig, in
the Cork County final. His uncle
Bill, a well known athlete also
played for this team.

Forty vears ago the name of
Goode appeared on a Waterford
county team and it has been to the
fore ever since.

Declan crossed camans with
some of the greatest hurlers of his
day and rarely failed to shine.
When Waterford won its first ever
All-Ireland title—a minor hurling
one—in 1929, both Declan and
Jimmie Goode were members of
the team. Declan was on the
Waterford side that won the Mun-
ster senior hurling title for the
first time in 1938 but was denied
an All-Ireland medal when Dublin
beat them at Croke Park for the
Blue Riband.

Ten years later, when Munster
honours again were won and
Waterford revenged their 1938
defeat at the hands of the Metro-
politans, Jackie Goode was there
to uphold the family tradition.

CLONAKILTY PLANS

Clonakilty club, who fielded

eleven teams and played fifty-
three matches during 1966, plan to
spend a further £8,000 on improve-
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ments to their club grounds. They
have already spent £8,000 on the
project over the past ten years.

GOOD ADYVICE

Rev. W. O’Donoghue, C.C.,
Chairman of North Tipperary
Board, gave some good advice
recently. He said:

“Club officials who are respon-
sible for their teams and the
behaviour of the players they put
on the field, can and do play a
vital part in keeping a high stan-
dard of discipline and sportsman-
ship.

“Impress on your players, in all
grades, to respect the referee and
his decisions, even when he makes
a mistake to their disadvantage.
Impress on them, too, that the
good name of the club and parish
is in their hands and that unsport-
ing behaviour on the fields refiects
no credit on the club, robs victory
of much of its fruits, and adds salt
to the wounds of defeat.

“The referee can and does play
a big part by timely action in curb-
ing the unruly player who is par-
tial to playing the role of the bully
and often provokes a manly player
into action that is not part of his
nature. The referee should keep
a close eye out for the provoking
playver. In nearly all cases the
bully is the weak character and
the player who pulls the dangerous
stroke is a coward: the manly,
courageous player has no need for
such action to keep his end up—
his manly play does this for him.”
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swinging weight hurleys
manufactured from the best
quality ash

Q.: What is meant by the term “swinging weight”?

A.: Swinging weight is the precise matching of handle
and ‘boss’ or head of hurley to obtain a pre-
determined balance point which registers on the
swing weight scales.

CHIEF ADVANTAGES OF SWING WEIGHT :—
(1) A correctly balanced hurley

(2) Quick exact replacement on playing field or from
shop.

Available from all Sports Shops.
Sole Distributors : HERN LTD., 6/7 French Church Street, Cork.

A Good Start . ..

Start the season well by calling to Elvery's

where you will be welcome to inspect our
full range of sports equipment including
jerseys, knicks, boots, balls—everything in

fact for football, hurling and other outdoor

games. Don’t fail to see our HERN hurley.

2 LR. ABBEY STREET & 34 NASSAU STREET, DUBLIN.
78 PATRICK STREET, CORK.

bantams

Vulcanised
Football

Boots

Donaghys

THE FIRST
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FOOTBALL BOOT

IN IRELAND
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styled with
tough vuicanised
tubber by
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ACROSS :

]—(and 2 Down) Veteran trainer, inspiration
and goalkeeper of St. Nicholas’ (Cork)
football double. (5, 8)

5__Offaly left-half forward in' 1961 All-
Ireland. Initials. (1, 1)

9— Brilliant Tipperary goalkeeper, though
Galway born. (6)

11—Down forward who has played in several
positions. (8)

13—The number of senior All-Irelands held by
Meath. (3)

14—A victory plan, or scheme, perhaps ? (6)

15—1Its condition underfoot is vital to the good
of the game. (3)

17—Cavan forward now Longford trainer.
Initials. (1, 1)

18— G.A.A. President from Waterford. (1, 1,
10)

20—The modern designation for Egypt. (1, 1, 1)

21—Wexfordman who played on two losing
Railway Cup teams on same day. Initials.
(1. 1)

22—RNI (sic) (3)

23— Slander alone could contain famous Kerry
family of forwards. (7)

25—Kerry-born referee of top matches. Initials.
(1, 1)

26—One of hurling’s greatest goalkeepers—
Galwayman. Initials. (1, 1)

27—TG (sic) (2).

30—Request or query ? (3)

32— South-west coast island almost makes Kil-
kenny half-back. (5)

33—The age-grades in which hurling will be
revived. (J5)

35—All-Ireland minor champions in 1966. (4)

DOWN :

2—See 1 across.

3—Strongholds of the law, or taverns for
refreshment. (4)

4—A major score, and a soft one, too. (4, 4)

No. 19

By PERMUTER
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5 Training session often begins with a
loosening canter about. (4, 3)
¢—A Cork McCarthy. (4

7—Small advertisement. (3)

2 The mythical reserve who fills all positions
from time to time, when players are doubt-
ful. (1, 1, 5)

11—Xerry footballer (midfield area) Wwho
sounds as though he was a jazz fan. (3, 6)

12— Mayo minor full-back. Initials. (1, 1)

16—Seems as though the Mayo team some-
times contains a girl. (5)

17—Railway Cup winners in football in 1941.
(7)

19—Regally played his part in Galway teams of
the fifties. (7)

2¢£—As 30 across. (3)

78— To catch a player’s garb in this manner is
a foul. (4)

7¢__The referee’s solution to a stalemate. (3)

31—Silence ’Bert, for a Limerick hurler of the
40’s. Initials. (1, 1)

34— He captained Dublin in football from
right-back. Initials. (1, 1)
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achieved, At the moment such
activities as the promotion of the
Irish language and Irish dancing
receive scant attention from most
clubs. The reason for this is often
the fact that the few officials who
run the clubs have already enough
work on their hands. They just
have not got the time to devote to
these projects, In the larger club
separate committees could be
designated to look after these
important aspects of club life.

Similarly, sports like handball,
athletics and camogie could at last
find their true place within the
framework of our G.A.A. clubs.

I think it is reasonable to pre-
sume that the problems which con-
front counties like Derry and
Armagh are similar in nature to
those of other counties. Neverthe-
less not all people foresee a solu-
tion along exactly similar lines.
One enthusiastic Derry Gael with
whom 1 discussed the subject was
adamant that the “amalgamation
proposals” would be rejected by
the majority of clubs in his county.
He summed up his own feelings on
the matter in one short sentence.
“The players just wouldn't pull
together—they would not agree
among themselves®”.

However he did claim that co-
operation between clubs in other
fields, such as the organisation of
social events or language classes
might be possible, Perhaps this
view of limited co-operation might
prove more effective initially than
my own preference for complete
reorganisation. Indeed, it might
lead to eventual amalgamation by
consent. One point is crystal clear,
however, all clubs cannot afford to
‘go-it-alone’. If they do the failure
rate will be high.

Make no mistake serious prob-
lems will have to be faced in any
form of reorganisation. But we
cannot afford to despair of finding
a solution. The cost would be too
great, The future prosperity of the
Association is at stake.
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DON'T BUILD THA HED

. . . until you’ve been in touch with Keenans of Bagenalstown.
Discuss it with our agents. They’re fully equipped to advise you
on the type of farm building best suited to your requirements.
And, as Ireland’s leading Farm Building suppliers, Keenans are
best equipped to supply you with that building. High quality.
Low prices.

= of Bagenalstown
= A 'Phone Muine Beag 293

Day and night (Automatic recording) ’phone Muine Beag 293.

GANLY & SONS LTD.

ATTESTED STORE CATTLE AUCTIONS

Every Tuesday, at 10 a.m.
Every Wednesday, at 11 a.m.

DUBLIN CATTLE MARKET

Attended every Wednesday for the sale of fat
cattle and sheep.

THE DUBLIN WOOL SALES

Auctions held at regular intervals. Consign-
ments should be sent forward and highest
available prices will be obtained. Wool packs
lent free to consignors on application.

SALES AND VALUATION OF LANDS

Livestock, Farm Produce, etc. and letting of
land undertaken in any part of lreland.

GANLY & SONS LTD. M.LAA.

18/20 Usher’s Quay, Dublin 8. ‘Phone 775487.
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The late Willie Young

RITING in GAELIC SPORT
some years ago, the late Paul
Russell stated that the greatest
goalkeeping display he had ever
seen was given by Cavan’s Willie
Young. Last month the Cavanman
also went to his eternal reward.
If there is a special corner In
heaven where great Gaels con-
gregate, and I like to believe that
there is, then Paul Russell and
Willie Young are now busy recall-
ing all of those great games of the
'twenties and  ’thirties when
together they graced so many fields
and won so many honours.

Willie Young first came on to
the Cavan team in 1918—as a for-
ward. He later moved into goal
and was there right up to 1938.
During that time he collected two
All-Ireland medals and fourteen
Ulster medals.

That memorable day- at Cavan
in 1933 when the Breffnimen ended
Kerry’s record-breaking, unbeaten
run, Willie Young was one of the
heroes of the hour. From there
Cavan went on to capture their
first All-Ireland title.

11 and incapacitated for some

years past, Willie Young made light
of his suffering and continued to
take a great interest in Gaelic
affairs.

His coffin was carried to the
graveyard by team-mates of the
1920-1930 era, while current Cavan
players provided a guard of
honour. Ar dheis Dé go raibh sé.

DOWN’S FUTURE

Despite some unhappy recent
happenings, it could be that Down
are about to enter a new era. The
newly elected County Chairman,
Paddy Donoghue of Newcastle, is
a young and enthusiastic Gael who
has much to give the county.
Then, too, there is the fact that
Jerry Brown of Newry 1S new
county team-manager. Jerry steered
Tyrone to the heights in 1956 and
'57 and I rate him one of the most
qualified team mentors In the
country.

No mention of Down would be
complete without a tribute to that
great-hearted and loyal Irishman,
George Tinnelly, who earlier this
year vacated the County Board
chair after as illustrious a term as
is on record. Chosen President
of the Board by acclaim, George
will, of course, continue to play
an active role in the county’s
aftairs. '

EAMONN MURRAY
Ulster recently lost another great
Gael with the passing of Eamonn
Murray of Tydavnet. A native of
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By CONALLACH

Scotstown, he was a prominent
member of the Monaghan team of
the mid-thirties. A national
teacher, Eamonn was a foremost
language enthusiast and was a
founder member of Combhaltas
Ceoltéiri Eireann. His coffin was
carried by former clubmates Leo
Hamill, Ownie Boylan, Terence
McCluskey and Frank McCarron.

DONEGAL’S NEW CHAIRMAN

Donegal’s new Chairman, Padraig
Mac a’ Ghoill of Ardara, brings
much experience and enthusiasm
to the office. A native of the
Gaeltacht, he has had a long
association with both the County
Board and the South West Divis-
ional Board. I look forward to an
even more determined football bid
under his leadership and perhaps
we can depend on the new Board to
also give more enthusiastic support
to the hurling revival.

WOLFE TONE EXAMPLE

A fine example of how a G.A.A.
club can promote the Irish lan-
guage and cultural affairs is to be
found in the annual Aeridheacht
organised by the Wolfe Tone Club,
Greencastle, Co. Antrim. This
event is now an established and
very popular affair — drawing
people to it from all outlying dis-
tricts including Belfast.
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for HEALTH
and STAMINA

Pasteurised
Bottled
Milk and

Cream

KINSALE ROAD, CORK

CORK CO-OPERATIVE
MARTS LTD.

The Pioneers of
Irish Co-operative Livestock Sales
Bandon, Fermoy, Midleton, Millstreet,
Skibbereen, Mallow and Dungarvan.

Catering for the marketing of Cattle, Sheep and
Pigs for Counties Cork and Waterford. Unrivalled
facilities available for the arrival and dispatch of
all livestock both for home and export trade.

All enquiries to the Manager. Telephone: Bandon,

51 and 182; Fermoy, 99 and 120; Midleton, 63329

and 63331; Millstreet, 58 and 59; Skibbereen, 109
and 110;: Mallow 21294: Dungarvan 243.

Head office :
36 PATRICK’S QUAY, CORK
Tel. : 51391
Telex: 6110

THE PRIDE OF TIPPERARY

"ROSCREA™

BACON and HAMS,
Pure Pork SAUSAGES,
Lard, Etc.

FAMOUS FOR FIFTY YEARS

Stocked by all good Grocers.
Sought by all discerning Buyers.

Produced at the

ROSCREA BACON FACTORY

ROSCREA, CO. TIPPERARY

Phone : Roscrea 6.

LEAF
BUBBLE

GUM

of America

FAMOUS FOR QUALITY

. THE WORLD OVER

LEAF Lid.
KILCOCK, CO. KILDARE
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WISE WORDS FROM MR. GILL

XTENDING a civic welcome on
behalf of the people of Por-
tarlington to the Laois County
Convention, the County Council
Chairman, Mr. J. F. Gill, stated:
“In recent years much has been
said about Rule 27. The G.A.A.
is being criticised from many
quarters in respect to its stand.
But I would remind you that this
is a very healthy sign. One never
hears criticism of an organisation
that is going downhill. It 1Is
because the G.A.A. is prospering
and going ahead year by year that
it is being attacked. But there is
nothing to fear.”

Wise words surely and worth
contemplating. I never looked at
it like that before but there can
be no doubt but that there are
many outsiders who are most
envious of the G.A.A.'s progress
and so they try to cast aspersion
on it.

Developing this point further,
could it be that many of those
inside the G.A.A. ranks who do
likewise are motivated out of
jealousy because they have not
been elected to certain positions ?

WEXFORD FINANCE

Wexford finances make some-
what alarming reading. In 1964
the annual report showed a profit
of £2,265-8-1; in 1965 there was a
loss of £45-16-10; in 1966 the
deficit grew to £1,600-7-5.

A closer analysis of the position
shows that the new pooling of
National League gate-money has
had a major hand in the 1966
figure. For example, in 1964 Wex-
ford cleared £4,691-12-6 from the
League. In 1966 the county
received only £502-7-6.

The new pooling system is, of

By Frank Hughes

' course, a big blow to strong coun-

ties such as Wexford and Kilkenny
—but, over all, the province bene-
fits from it with weaker counties
such as Wicklow, Carlow, etc.,
doing quite nicely when, in fact,
it was not uncommon for them to
lose heavily on the League in both
football and hurling in the past.

Incidentally, it is interesting to
note that in 1966 the Wexford
footballers showed a bigger League
profit than did the hurlers. It was
the first time this had happened
since the mid-'forties when the
Slaneysiders were Leinster football
champions.

® CONTINUED OVERLEAF

LIME NOW and avoid
SPRING RUSH

BALLYELLEN

magnesium limestone flour

3 to 4 day
Deliveries

® You will receive delivery of your Ballyellen
Limestone Flour within three to four days of

placing your order.
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prime land needs regular liming
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BRENDAN CORISH

It was interesting to see the
leader of the Labour Party, Bren-
dan Corish, playing an active role
at- the Wexford Convention. It
1s not, of course, surprising for
long before he became a political
figure, he was a well-known Wex-
ford footballer—who might, in fact,
have gone on to become an out-
standing defender had not political
responsibility been thrust upon
him.

Brendan Corish was also, of
course, the referee in that much-
recalled game when, in an effort
to prevent a vital score from a
free in the dying moments, a
defender mounted the crossbar.
Although I have heard the story
in full quite often, I simply can-
not recall the outcome. It could
be argued that there is nothing in
the rule-book to prevent a player
standing on the crossbar—except,
of course, common sense.

DRINKASLAINTEEVERYDAY

stAince

orange & lemon

MADE BY SLAINTE MINERAL WATERS LTD,,

MONTPELIER HILL, DUBLIN 7.
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LOOKING AROUND

By BRIAN DOHERTY

A TRIBUTE FROM THE CANON

JAY DRENNAN and GAELIC

SPORT were quoted by Very
Rev. Philip Canon Fogarty in his
address as Chairman of the Tip-
perary County Convention. The
extract was :

“The Tipperary hurlers were not
only one of the finest teams that
ever graced the game, but they
were sporting to a degree, and,
most of all, they maintained the
standard of hurling at its very
highest when there was no other
team to do it”.

Certainly Canon Fogarty could
not have gquoted from a more
eloquent G.A.A. writer. 1 have
never met my fellow-contributor
but have long admired his artistry
with the pen. There 1s no man
writing on Gaelic games to-day,
and in this I include all the
nationally-known scribes, who can
go near Drennan for description
and succint writing. GAELIC
SPORT should be, and no doubt is,
proud to have his exclusive service.

TELEVISION AND THE G.AA.

Veteran Kildare Gael, Mr. Fin-
tan Brennan, spoke out strongly on
the question of television coverage
of the G.A.A. affairs at the county’s
annual ' Convention and in doing
so concurred with all of what the
Editor of this publication has been
stating at regular intervals for
quite some time.

I agree with them both. The
G.A.A. is not getting a fair deal
from R.T.E. and let’s hope that
Congress takes a firm stand on the
entire question on Easter Sunday.

The two developments I would
like to see brought about would
be:

(a) An end to the ‘live’ showings
of All-Ireland semi-finals, with a
film of the games being shown that

night as an alternative, This would
save thousands of pounds at the

' gates in Croke Park and would

also give two most vital Sundays
back to County Boards for club
fixtures.

(b) A mid-week and exclusively
G.A.A. programme which would be
of the same standard as ‘Telefis
Feirme’”. The latter is an excel-
lently produced programme as
those of us ‘on the land’ will vouch
for., The G.A.A. should accept
nothing less than the same stan-
dard.

MAYO LEAD

A step very much in the right
direction has been taken by the
Mayo County Board who have
decided that the county senior
final will in future be made a show-
piece of the G.A.A. in the county.

There will be a band and
parade, programme giVIing the
lineout and an after-match func-
tion at which both teams will be
entertained and the trophy pre-
sented.

It is all only as it should be—
but vet it is surprising how many
counties fail in this regard.

IN BRIEF . ..

Only 25 out of 70 Mayo clubs
bothered to insure their players in
1966—so said County Secretary,
Johnny Mulvey, recently. What an
irresponsible situation. Those of-
ficials who neglected to insure their
players were surely -unworthy of
the trust placed in them. There is
no club worthy of the name which
cannot afford the small annual
premium of £3 for a senior club
and £2 for a junior club.

I note that a number of counties
have taken Kerry's example in ap-
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pointing a Press Officer. It is a lead
well worth following.

afs
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Judging from newspaper reports
one gets the impression that the
Kerry and Mayo Conventions were
the most stimulating—the latter
mainly because of the intellectual
power of Chairman, Fr. Leo Mor-
ahan: also that the Laois Conven-
tion scored highest for abuse and
hot air.
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TOGS TALK

SUPPOSE one of the singular
things about football and
hurling—other sports, too, some-
times—is the fact that meeting the
players in ordinary circumstances
and in their everyday clothes often
proves so surprising. I am sure the
fact that we build up some sort of
false image, larger than life, of
them has something to do with
this. But, there is also the fact that
very many players can look quite
differently in togs; some of them
strip big, other strip small.

But, I have found that almost
invariably the players of Gaelic
games strip big; or, to put it
another way, they look smaller and
not quite so impressive in their
ordinary clothes. You probably
cannot see those muscled thighs
and firm hips in a Sunday suit as
you can in a pair of shorts.

Another thing which I have
heard discussed quite often is the
effect of different county jerseys on
the appearance of the players in
them. It is, of course, an axiom of
the ladies’ fashion world that the
more generously padded should
never on any account wear hoops,
nor the skinny wear vertical
stripes. And it is true that some
counties who wear hooped jerseys
do look larger than life size, and
also sadly true that a player carry-
ing a few extra pounds round the
waist can less easily escape notice
in hoops.

Kilkenny, on the other hand
always look trim, slim and brimful

. . You need to be a very big
man, indeed, to look large in
a black and amber jersey. And
Galway’s jerseys of maroon also
tend, I find, to give the impression
of men bigger than you really find

them after they have changed.

That fact, apart, however, most
players nowadays look the part
more after the match than did
many of their predecessors. Most
of them seem to affect classically
cut dark suits; many wear blazers
which have been adopted by a
number of counties, especially
those who have made American
trips in recent times. They are, on
the whole, a very conservative
group of dressers, not by any means
wishing to add to their notice-
ability by wearing off-beat fashions.

Clean-cut, lean facial features
always tell the sportsman, of
course, but Gaelic players, I find,
have a distinct neatness of hair-
style, too. Many still like the crew-
cut which has a special athletic
connotation, and which was the
reason for its popularity in the
States even among those who were
obviously non-athletic. But
though not so many players nowa-
days sport the crew-cut it is still
fairly clear that practically all
favour a brief hair-style, avoiding
the untidy, and far more uncom-
fortable position of the fellow with
hair and perspiration straggling
into his eyes.

I wonder whether it is a sign of
greater care for personal appear-
ance or a more unworried gener-
ation that there seem to be far less
bald or balding players about these
days than I can remember in the
past. Perhaps, on the other hand,
it is that the restoratives have
increased their efficiency with the
years.

Generally, the present generation
escew all headgear, and it would
be an odd contrast, indeed, to
imagine them among the last gener-
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By JAY DRENNAN

ation who often wore caps, and in
contrast, too, to the great Munster
hurler, John Keane, always im-
maculate in his brown trilby.
Appearances on the field have,
to my mind, improved the looks of
the players immensely. Of course,
it is a matter of taste and of

® TO PAGE 57

BEAN RUADH DE
DHALACH

"MAIRE"

Urscéal cumasach nua ar shaol
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OVEMBER 14, 1926, saw the
playing of the first ever Rail-
way Cup games. On that day
Munster and Connacht qualified
for the football final at the expense
of Ulster and Leinster respectively.
A week later Leinster beat Con-
nacht to qualify for the first
hurling final. Both finals were
played on March 17, 1927, with
Munster winning the football and
Leinster the hurling.
The list of titles to date is:

H. F. T.

Munster 29 6 35
Leinster 10 17 27
Ulster 0 10 10
Connacht 1 7 8

Kerry and Galway share the
unique record of having won Rail-
way Cup titles on their own. It
was an all-Kerry Munster team
which won the first football title
in 1927. Oddly enough, that
fifteen was little changed from the
team which had lost to Kildare
in the All-Ireland final six months
earlier. An all-Galway Connacht
team caused a sensation by win-
ning the hurling crown in 1947.
The team, however, went quite
close to winning an All-Ireland
title. They failed to Kilkenny by
a point in the semi-final the fol-
lowing August. Kilkenny beat
Cork in the final.

Ulster’s lone hurling final
appearance was in 1945 when they
scored a shock win over Leinster
in the semi-final. However, they
were beaten by Munster in the
final.

Des Foley is the only player to
have won two Railway Cup medals
on the same day. However, he is
not the only man to have played
in both finals on the same after-
noon. Nick Rackard performed this
feat in 1950 but Leinster lost both
games.

Garrett Howard, Mick Ryan,

Tommy Treacy, Paul Russell,
George Comerford and Bobby
Beggs share the distinction of

® TO PAGE 60
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fashion, too, but not many will dis-
agree that the modern player with
his neat shorts, giving far freer
movement and ease, and his looser
jerseys, giving him none of the
strait-jacket appearance and feel-
ing of some of the older ones looks
better. But, I suppose the greatest
revolution has occurred in foot-
wear.

To-day’s most modern boot bears
little resemblance to that of even
as little as twenty years ago. Of
course, the greater emphasis on
speed has led to a cutting down of
all weight to a minimum. This led,
perhaps, a year or two ago to an
excess when the topless, shoe-
type boot was popular for a time.
I think, however, that most players
are now becoming convinced that
some little support and cushioning
is needed for the ankle and are
returning to the half-cut Dboot,
which seem both a safe and
utilitarian compromise.

There used to be a problem
about studs, or “cogs” as they were
usually called. The baggage-man
had always to have his last and
hammer with him for last minute
alterations or for the help of the
careless ones who never bothered
to find out if they had any studs in
their boots. Much of this is now
also a thing of the past; the
influence of rubber and nylon soles
with studs built-on as a part of the
sole has been a revolution, a
wonderful aid, though some players
have told me that they took quite
a bit of getting used to at the start.

Last thing which still needs some
attention is the stockings. I think
it is about time every county had
its players uniformly clad in the
same colour stockings, for the sight
of a motley collection of not always
impeccably cared for stockings
takes considerably from the whole
trim appearance which should be
sought. It is good psychological
teaching that a neat and business-
like appearance can influence one
to a neat and business-like per-
formance,

). T.
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Down a point—well never worry
Think of clever mid-field play
Think of strong and speedy wingers

Rounding backs, to their dismay
Think of Whiskey pure as gold
Preston’s famous 10 year old.
Scores are even—wild excitement
Think of 50’s sailing home
Think of goalmouth firey squabbles
Think of shots as hard as chrome

Think of Whiskey—finest sold
Preston’s famous 10 year old.

Leading—by a winning margin
Think of medals, cups of gold
Think of backs in staunch defiance
Think of winning by a goal
Think of drinks to celebrate
Preston’s Whiskey—really great.
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Railway Cup Hurling

1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

TELEPHONE :

Leinster 1-11, Munster 2-6.
Munster 2-2, Leinster 1-2.
Munster 5-3, Leinster 3-1.
Munster 4-6, Leinster 2-7.
Munster 1-12, Leinster 2-6.
Leinster 6-8, Munster 4-4.
Leinster 4-6, Munster 3-6.
Munster 6-3, Leinster 3-2.
Munster 3-4, Leinster 3-0.
Leinster 2-8, Munster 3-4.

Munster 1-9, Leinster 3
Munster 6-2, Leinster 4-
Munster 4-4, Leinster 1
Munster 4-9, Leinster 5

Leinster 2-5, Munster 2-4.
Munster 4-9, Leinster 4-4,
Munster 4-3, Leinster 3-5.
Munster 4-10, Connacht 4-4.

Munster 6-8, Ulster 2-0.

Munster 3-12, Connacht 4-8.
Connacht 2-5, Munster 1-1.

Munster 3-5, Leinster 2-5.

Munster 5-3, Connacht 2-9.
Munster 0-9, Leinster 1-3.

Munster 4-9, Leinster 3-6.

Munster 5-11, Connacht, 4-2.

Munster 5-7, Leinster 5-5.

Leinster 0-9, Munster 0-5.
Munster 6-8, Connacht 3-4.
Leinster 5-11, Munster 1-7.

Munster 5-7, Leinster 2-5.
Munster 3-7, Leinster 3-5.

Munster 7-11, Connacht 2-6.
Munster 6-6, Leinster 2-7.

1961 Munster 4-12, Leinster 3-9.
1962 Leinster 1-11, Munster 1-9.
1963 Munster 2-8, Leinster 2-7.

Winners Roll of Honour

1964 Leinster 3-7, Munster 2-9.
1965 Leinster 3-11, Munster 0-9.
1966 Munster 3-13, Leinster 3-11.

The wheels of progress have brought Jacobs a long
way from the Penny-Farthing days. The greatest
ingredient for success is consumer satisfaction.

When in LIMERICK Visit the

Glentworts

Hotel

LIMERICK 45031

B. J. HANLY, MANAGER

*
Catering
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*
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Railway Cup : Facts and Figures

® FROM PAGE 56

having won Railway Cup medals
with two provinces.

s he A

Paul Russell had the unique dis-
tinction of having been selected
with different provinces in the
same year. Both Munster and Lein-
ster picked him in 1928 and it took
a Central Council ruling to decide
which province he should play
with. Leinster got him and he won
a sensational final for them when,
with Ulster leading by two points
and only the same number of
minutes remaining, he scored three
long distance points. The amazing

part of it all was that he was
playing as a half-back.

Jack Higgins and John Joe
Sheehy hold the record of having
captained three victorious Railway
Cup football teams.

The most one-sided Railway Cup
hurling game was the Munster-
Ulster semi-final of 1947 Munster
won 9-7 to nil. This was the only
game in which a team failed to
score. Yet, despite their decisive
victory Munster lost to Connacht,
2-7 to 1-1 in the final.

s s A

Only once was a Railway Cup

game unfinished. That was 1n

THE MILL HILL FATHERS
(St. Joseph’s Missionary Societp)

receive boys who feel that they have a vocation to
the Missionary Priesthood at

DARTRY HOUSE, RATHGAR, DUBLIN 6.

Boys who have received their Leaving Certificate, stay
at this House of Studies, while attending a three year
course at University College, Dublin, to study Philosophy
and obtain an Arts Degree. This is followed by a 4 year
Theological Course at Mill Hill, London.

(During Vocational Courses, students have Christmas,
Easter and Summer Holidays at home)

Younger Boys who have finished at the Primary School,
or who are already attending a Secondary School, at any
level, may apply for admission to the Mill Hill Fathers
Preparatory College, St. Joseph’s College, Freshford,
Co. Kilkenny.

For further information and advice apply to:

VOCATIONS
ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE
FRESHFORD
CO. KILKENNY

DIRECTOR

LIMERICKCCTFYLLIBRARY <

1928. Munster were leading Ulster
by two points at Croke Park and
little time remained. The ball went
over the line for a throw-in (side-
line kick had yet to be introduced).
An Ulsterman threw in the ball
before the linesman had signalled,
but the referee did not notice that
the linesman had not signalled.
Munster protested but play went
on and Ulster sent to the net.
Munster refused to kick out the
ball and the game ended pre-
maturely.

In the 1932 football semi-final
Leinster beat Ulster 4-11 to 1-3.
Munster beat Leinster by the same
seventeen points margin (5-6 to
1-1) in the 1937 semi-final. These
were the most one-sided football
games.

s it i

Christy Ring’s record of twenty-
two years’ service with Munster is
by far the longest period of inter-
provincial service. The only other
player to come remotely near it is
Dan O’Keeffe who had seventeen

years in the Munster goal.

Although Munster are at the
bottom of the list with regard to
football titles, they have in fact
played in 24 finals. The football
final appearance list reads : Lein-
ster 26, Munster 24, Ulster 17,
Connacht 12.
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Cumann Lic-¢leas 3Jaeveal

THE CONNACHT COUNCIL

SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP DRAW 1967 :

June 4—Sligo v. Mayo, at Sligo. June 11—Leitrim v. Roscommon at venue to be decided.
Semi-final—Galway v. Sligo or Mayo (if Sligo at Sligo on June 25, if Mayo at Pearse

Stadium, Galway, on June 25). July 16 : Final—at venue (0 be arranged.

IRISH TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS' UNION

Founded 1909

Ireland’s Largest Trade Union—150,000 Members Reserve Fund £1,750,000
SIX INDUSTRIAL GROUPS Each in charge of National Group Secretary

Group No. 1 Group No. 2 Group No. 3 Group No. 4 Group No. 5 Group No. 6
Testtil_es}(all FDD'E}dk BuIi,ldéI]l_g izv " Hotels Transport & Printing
ypes rin upiic Y¥Orks : Freight .
il Tobacco Public Bodies | oo n& | Papermaking
ut Milling and Local Personal Service ' Boxmaking
ute 53 - Rail
Drugs &. :A}lthﬂrltIES Nursing Wsdwork
Ropes Chemicals Mining & Clerdeal & Road
Cleaning & Pertlhser:s Quarrying Cotniiitce Doclks Furniture
Dyeing Creameries Turf b g3 ool Metal Work
Tanning Brickes Distribution Communications adhin
a e
Rubber Leather Cement Professional Coal & Petro- C_ 1:3?
Plastics Boots & Shoes Glass & Pottery Entertainment leum Products | Engineering

The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is the largest and most powerful of Irish Unions. It is in fact,
the greatest organisation in the country, a trade union without parallel in its national record, unrivalled in its
service of the workers of Ireland. It has ever been—and will always be—first in the battle for the uplift of the

wage-earner. Branches in all the principal towns in the country.
Representation in the Ddil and on most Corporations, Urban Councils, County Councils, Harbour Boards and

State and semi-State concerns.
Representation on Joint Labour Committees, Joint Industrial Councils and other negotiating bodies.

General Secretary : FINTAN KENNEDY.

Head Office : LIBERTY HALL, DUBLIN, 1. _ Phone Number : 488031. Telegrams: OBU DUBLIN
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“It’s a fine head” the breeder exclaimed.
“Wait ’til you taste it” I said,
taking a deep drink....
“Taste the head?” he said, looking surprised.
I don’t know what he thinks the head

on a pint 1s for!

judging i
Bdrnissi

- the most natural thing
in the world
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