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There is a room:for you in
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this College !

BPALLOTTINE COILEGE. THURLES, CO.TIPPERARY.
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PALLOTTINE FATHERS

WHO ARE THEY?

A modern Society of priests who are engaged in a very active and varied apostolate.

The word “ Pallottine “ comes from the name of the founder, St. Vincent Pallotti,
who was canonised by the late Holy Father, Pope John XXIII.

WHAT DO THEY DO?

Serve in parishes, give missions and retreats, spread the Gospel in missionary

countries. Chaplains to universities, army, air-force, hospitals and other institutions
and direct schools and colleges,

WHERE DO THEY WORK?

The Irish Pallottines work in England, East Africa, South America and the United
States (Texas, Michigan, Nevada, Yirginia, Dallas, New York).

If you have done Leaving Cert., Matriculation or G.C.E., write
for FREE coloured brochure which gives full information to :

REV. FATHER PATRICK MURRAY, REV. FATHER A. HARRIS,

Pallottine College, or Paliottine Fathers,
Thurles, Co. Tipperary. 5, Amwell Street, London, E.C. 1.
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pays a bonus in the dairy

Hot water supply enables you to qualify for bonus payments on your milk.
With a 12-cow herd profit can be four times as great as the repayments and running
costs on an electric water heater. If you have more than 12 cows your profits would

be even bigger.
Choose the water heater best suited to your needs with the help of your E.S.B.

representative. ﬂ
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Burco Boiler Wash-Trough Sterilizer 10-Gallon
12-gallon model Facilitates proper cleaning Water Heater
Price £12-6-2d. of utensils—Price £30-0-0d. Price

£19-19-0d.
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DERMOT O'BRIEN’S
Great New Single

THE
-MERRY
PLOUGHBOY

by Dominic Behan

the most popular
song of the ballad

sessions throughout
Ireland

Distributed by
THE GRAMOPHONE COMPANY LID.
dhiimicons | 23 Ly, Dominick St. Dublin




WELL
PLAYED
DERMOT

S 0 Ty 4 A

a iy S

‘ m:}'d?‘* ke W ) p."ﬁ*%
TO_the young generati .Qf,..la;el-&-ﬂd-"the“ﬁﬁﬁ‘é”"ﬁgfmn{ 'Brien
is synonyious with music and the world of show business.
But to those of us in G.A.A. circles the name has completely
different associations. Our minds immediately go back to 1957.
It was in this year that Dermot O’Brien lead his native Louth to

victory over Cork in the All-Ireland football final.

Dermot started his football career with Ardee’s St. Mary’s
and it did not take him long to graduate to the county’s senior
team. It was in 1957 that O’Brien reached the height of his
football career and his classical displays against Tyrone Iin the
cemi-final and later against Cork in the final will long be

remembered.

They say that old soldiers never die they simply fade away
and indeed in a lot of cases the same could apply to Gaelic foot-
ballers and Dermot O’Brien proves the point. This season he
returned to the playing field but there is one big difference, he is
not now chasing medals or playing for the honour and glory of
his native county, he now plays for charity and as a member of
[immy McGee's All-Stars Radio-T.V. team he is helping in no
small way to alleviate the distress among the less fortunate ones

in our community.

Both in the musical and the sporting sense we say “well
played Dermot.”
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Because more and more people (including your friends) are
realising the advantages of a Bank of Ireland account. ..
Complete control of your finances—you carry an instant
record of income and expenses ... You have at your disposal
the valuable advice and comprehensive services of the
country’s foremost banking institution, including the special
facilities of the Bank's Executor and Trustee, Income Tax, and

BANK OF

Chances are

within the hour
someone you Know
will make out a
Bank of Ireland

cheque...
WHY ?

Foreign Departments . .. But mostly it's because opening an
account with the Bank of Ireland is so simple. A large or
small account. a Deposit or Current account—it makes no
difference Simply call at your local Bank of Ireland Branch—
where you will find a friendly staff who will be glad to help

you on any banking problems.

IRELAND

Head Office: College Green, Dublin 2. Over 150 Offices throughout Ireland.
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Isn’t it time someone
gave you the straight facts

and figures about fully
automatic central heating

for YOUR house

7

Like a good suit, an automatic oil
fired central heating system has to
be tailored to measure. Only that
way can you get maximum comfort
and economy. But that means no
one can tell you in an advertise-
ment exactly how much money (or
how little) a system for your home
will cost to install and run. Before

you make any decision about
central heating you must have this
information. Irish Shell and BP
Ltd., will give you straightforward
facts and figures (without any
obligation on your part), if you
fill in this coupon asking our
representative to call.

Get a pen or a pencil and get the facts!

To IRISH SH.

ELL. AND BP LIMITED,

13-16 FLEET STREET, DUBLIN 2.

I'd like to know more about oil fired
central heating, so please send me your
free colour brochure but don’t ask your
representative to call.

Tick where applicable.

Nameiii-iilll-lr-I--l FEAEFREERAERAFE s AR R A F A e e E AR RN A

for central heating

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
']
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on my part.

AR .

----------------------

I want some straight facts and figures
about oil fired central heating for my
home. Please ask one of your experts to call.
I understand that there will be no obligation
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COMMENT

Honour at stake

THIS year’s All-Ireland senior hurling final may not have been

of the classic mould but it was nonetheless a game of which
we can all be proud. It was played sportingly and with honest
determination. We can demand no more.

It was in this particular regard that last year’s football
final left so much to be desired. The fact that the game was
seen on television by millions of viewers in Britain and America
added to the gravity of the situation. Such again must never
happen.

Whatever the outcome of this year’s final the good name of
Gaelic games and of Ireland must be upheld. One hour of
clean and earnest football is what is required and in this regard
it must be emphasised that clean football invariably means

good football.
The stage is set. The rich green sod of Croke Park awaits

the men of Galway and Meath. Followers of Gaelic games
both at home and abroad await this game with eager anticipa-
tion. It promises much—should, in fact, be one of the great
finals of our time. Let no player behave other than to make it so.

5
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“BANTILE™ CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Already we have supplied pre-cast, pre-stressed concrete bench seating at G.A.A.
sports grounds in Mullingar, Athlone, Ballinrobe, Roscrea, Westport, Castleblayney,
Gaelic Grounds at Ennis Road, Limerick, Cloughjordan and Nowlan Park. Kil-
kenny.

Pavilions, changing rooms and similar structures can be easily and quickly erected
using our pre-cast sectional buildings.

Contact us and we will be glad to help you with your sports ground problems.

BANAGHER TILES LTD.

BANAGHER, CO. OFFALY. TELEPHONE : BANAGHER 17 & 37
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GALWAY

versus

MEATH

ENTHUSIASM

By Dominic Davin

HO will be All-Ireland football
champions for 19667 Will
the Sam Maguire Cup go to the
Royal County where it has not
been seen since Peter McDermott
brought the big trophy home in
19547 Or will the honours return
again to Galway where they have
so rightly rested through the past
two seasons ?

The question can admit of no
easy answer, for, on previous form,
there can be very little between
these two teams. In 1964, when
they met in the All-Ireland semi-
final, no great heed was taken
beforehand of Meath’s chances, yet
they all but shocked the confident
Connachtmen, and, indeed, had the
referee’s whistle not gone for a
free to Meath just before a great
goal by Jack Quinn for the Lein-
stermen, who knows what way the
verdict would have been.

EXPERIENCE

We expected to see another
great game between them when
both counties qualified for the
Grounds Tournament final, but
Meath did not take part in that
decider and so their next meeting
was not until the Spring of 1965,
when they clashed in the National
League semi-final.

Again it was a level and keenly-
contested game, again there was
little in it any stage, and again
Galway won. And there, as far as
direct form 1is concerned, the
matter rests. From there we can
only check the form of the teams
in the current championship. Now
let me say in the first place that I
have fancied Meath since first I
saw them sweep past Wexford 1n
the very opening game of their
championship run.

I had been hearing that the
Meath forwards were not up to the

7

standard of the rest of the side
yet they scored ten times in the
first fifteen minutes that day, and

that standard of shooting can
hardly be surpassed against any
opposition.

Similarly they built up a good
score against Westmeath in the
opening half of the semi-final, and
survived a strong Midland rally
after the interval.

Then came their only somewhat
lucky hour, against Kildare in the
Leinster final. Once again Meath,
with wind advantage, had a good
lead at the interval, but they got
the breaks during that period, for
there might well have been a
penalty to Kildare and Meath’s
goal was a trifle fortunate.

Yet Meath showed great fighting
spirit by battling back when Kil-
dare rallied in the second-half and

® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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A recent action picture of the Meath
forward, Noel Curran, who was one of
the men mainly responsible for Down’s
rout wn the All-Ireland semi-final. Noel
started—rather inconspicuously—in the
left corner them moved to full forward
in the second half and, with excellent
support, wreaked devastation on the
Down defence.
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just deserved their one point
margin at the close.

In those three Leinster games,
the Meathmen had decisively
proved their ability to take an
early lead and hold on to it des-
pite the best subsequent efforts of
the opposition. The semi-final
against Down provided the decisive
answer to the only remaining ques-
tion about their abilities. Had they
the power and persistence to come
from behind ?

The Ulster champions led them
by double scores, six points to
three, at half-time, and that mar-
gin must have been considerably
greater but for an inspired display
by Jack Quinn at full-back.

But, from the start of the second
half, Meath looked a different side,
and the extent to which they took
over full control is mirrored by
their fifteen scores after the
interval, a tally that I have never
seen equalled by any other team in
a senior semi-final.

The Galwaymen on the other
hand have all said and done, been
competent rather than brilliant on
their way to this, their fourth con-
secutive All-Ireland final. Their
first outing in the West was no
more than a preliminary canter,
but they too had their share of
luck in the Connacht final, when
only two belated scores snatched
victory from eager Mayo.

Against a strong and purposeful
Cork side the champions were
often very much at full stretch
indeed and, but for the ceaseless
vigilance of Johnny Geraghty

® CONTINUED NEXT PAGE



between the posts, must have had
an even closer call than they did.

Yet their craft and experience
were always evident and with a
history-making third-in-a-row vic-
tory to be achieved. I feel these
Galwaymen will recapture much of
the fire that they have notably
lacked through the past twelve
months.

Their defence, so often labouring
against Cork, will one imagines be
a different proposition now that
Martin Newell and Bosco McDer-
mott have had time to train back
to top form, while their mid-field
pairing should be better than
against Cork, and it will need to
be.

The Galway mentors have the
doubtful advantage of having a
wealth of forward talent at their
disposal, including all the men who
figured on their two previous win-
ning sides, but picking the six that
will blend together to best advan-
tage against this solid Meath
defence is a major problem in
itself, particularly as the Medth
half-back line, in full cry, is the
best in the country.

Meath too will have a problem,
whether or not to use the great
Martin Quinn whose services will
be available on Final Day.

This final as I see it, will be a
test of enthusiasm against ex-
perience. To both sides Croke Park
will be a home from home—there
is little advantage to either side
there, Galway will be imbued with
the confidence of past victories,
Meath buoyed up by the ambition
to take a fall out of the champions
and recapture the All-Ireland
crown.

If Galway can take and hold the
lead going into the last quarter, I
would expect their craft and com-
bination to pull them through but
if Meath take the lead at that
stage, can even Galway contain a
last-quarter drive such as the
Leinstermen  produced  against
Down ? I doubt it, even though
they finished so well against Mayo
and Cork.

| There are just two
| words to remember about
tipped cigarettes:

P.G. 51d
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RADIOS
ARE BIG NEWS

people just can’t wait to get their hands on Standard
transistors, they’ll try anything. Then, of course, there are
thousands who are prepared to buy them, because of their
superb tonal quality, consistent reception and their extra-sensitive
tuning combined with distinctive styling. They know that the
name Standard means advanced radio craftsmanship. It is up
to you to see that they are not disappointed. Keep stocked up.

STANDARD

ELECTRONIC YEARS AHEAD'!

Transistor Radios, Record Players

Distributors :
GARWOOD ELECTRICAL LTD. Trade Depot: 95/96 Talbot Street, Dublin 1. 'Phone: 44137, 41672.

IRISH T.V. TELEFUSION | CORBETT and SONS| REN TEL LTD.
RENTALS (Ireland) LTD. : Savoy Buildings

1
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. 34 Grafton St 3, Henry Street, IMPORTERS AND O’Connell 5t.,
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: i 12. Princes St, Cork. | ¥ [-LPAMSGATE ST., | 70p RANK REN-TEL:
r , ; A GALWAY i
l DUN LAOGHAIRE Limerick. Phone 2012 (5 lines) | O’Connell St., Limerick
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BEING at Croke Park on the
fourth Sunday of September Is
becoming somewhat of a habit,
Still there is not a Galwayman
who does not recognise that this
time we have a real test to face.

If one were to judge solely on
the semi-final performances then
Meath must start favourites. They
looked magnificent in that second-
half against Down. Their forwards
picked off points from all angles.
Their midfield was on top and their
half-back line very hard to pene-
trate. At full back, Jack Quinn
gave a wonderful performance of
high fielding and intelligent clear-
Ing.

An unusual feature of the game

was the amount of bunching around

midfield—often a dozen players
concentrated on gaining possession.
It was from this sort of bunching
that Meath got those two breaks
which led to Gerry Quinn’s goals.

In their semi-final game Galway
were far removed from the form
suggested by Meath. The backs
were unsteady. Were it not for the
anticipation of Johnny Geraghty we
would not be in the final. But then
as they say—“If the dog hadn't
stopped he’d have caught the
hare.”

At mid-field and in attack too
Galway were not particularly
impressive but in this regard it
must not be forgotten that in Cork
they met a particularly good team

—much stronger opposition than,
Meath encountered in their semi-’

final, At least so I believe.

I cannot but wonder how Gerry
Quinn, Noel Curran and Co. would
have done against the close-mark-
ing, high-fielding Cork backs?

In saying this I am trying to
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by MATTIE McDONAGH

take nothing away from the Meath
attack. I rate them highly, In
fact, in all departmentg this Meath
team can be said to possess the
vital qualities of speed, physique
and experience.

Many people are inclined to for-
get Meath’s experience, This
Royal County side has, in fact,
been to the forefront almost as
long as Galway. We went through
to the finals whereas Meath did
not—other than that there is little
difference by way of experience.

Oddly enough it is for this very
same reason that I believe that
Galway will win. We have met
Meath on quite a few occasions
during the past three or four years.
Man for man the teams have
changed little. There was never
much in it but when it mattered
Galway won. I believe we can do
the same again.

People talk of incentive—sug-
gesting that Meath have the edge
here—the great desire to win a first
All-Ireland medal. Well, 1 can
assure readers that there 1s no
shortage of incentive in Galway
either. We are really keen on that
three-in-a-row. Féw teams have
succeeded in achieving this feat.
We would particularly like to be
the first in a long, long time.

I look to a hard, sporting game
with never more than a few points
between the teams. The contrast
in styles should lead to a high
standard of football and I expect
the pace to be maintained for, by
September 25, there will be no
shortage of fitness on Galway’s
part.

I will be happy if Galway win by
a point—but it will not surprise me
if we have two or three to spare.
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In the comfort of your home

Let RTV Rentals install a T.V. set now to bring you
Ireland’s premier G.A.A. events as televised by Radio-
Telefis Eireann direct from Croke Park. All the family
can enjoy the thrills of the great clashes between thc
mighty men of the provinces as they battle for “the
hurling and Gaelic football championships. Don’t
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Top marks
fo Doolan
and Moore

HIS month’s Top Ten lists are
based on intercounty perform-
ances for the period Sunday,
August 7, to Sunday, September 4,
inclusive,

The hurling list is made up en-
tirely of Cork and Kilkenny
players with Peter Doolan taking
top honours and closely followed
by his fellow-countyman, Paddy
Barry.

Peter Moore of Meath tops the
football list as a result of his out-
standing performance against
Down. Galway’s Cyril Dunne is in
second place. Meath dominate the
football list taking five of the ten
places as against three for Galway
and two for Cork.

HURLING
Peter Doolan (Cork).
Paddy Barry (Cork).
Martin Coogan (Kilkenny).
Denis Murphy (Cork).
Colm Sheehan (Cork).
Seamus Cleere (Kilkenny).
Jerry O’Sullivan (Cork).
Seanie Barry (Cork).
Eddie Keher (Kilkenny).
Tony Connolly (Cork).

FOOTBALL
Peter Moore (Meath).
Cyril Dunne (Galway).
Jack Quinn (Meath).
Noel Curran (Meath).
Mattie McDonagh (Galway).
Con O’Sullivan (Cork).
Pat Reynolds (Meath).
Mick Burke (Cork).
Pat Collier (Meath).
Johnny Geraghty (Galway).
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EW men have played so vital a
role in Meath’s 1966 resur-
gence as Jack Quinn. Formerly at
mid-field, the 23-year-old Kilbride
man has in recent outings proven
himself to be a true heir to Paddy
O’Brien. His display against Down
in the semi-final was surely one of
the finest full back performances
of recent years and it was mainly
responsible for curbing the Mourne
forwards—especially in the first-
half when things could have gone
very much against Meath.

I recently had the following con-
versation with the tall and power-
fully built Meathman :—

O’Donnell—Were you surprised
by Meath’s easy victory over
Down ?

Quinn—Yes, I was surprised.
However there was nothing easy
about the first half.

O’'D.—Why do you think Down
were so poor ?

Q.—Well to begin with some of
their best plavers are now in the
veteran stage, but leaving that aside
one got the impression from the
Ulster final that there was a ten-
dency to spoil and foul rather than
play direct football. This negative
sort of approach never wins a
championship.

O’'D. — The Meath forwards
looked magnificent against Down.
Was this a flash in the pan ?

Q.—I would not think so. Peter
McDermott has worked very hard
at improving our forwards and he
has done a wonderful job. 1
believe that we will see much the
same form against Galway.

O’D.—Are you happy about play-
ing at full back ?

Q.—As long as we keep winning
I am happy but, to be honest, I
prefer playing at mid-field.

O'D.—Do you expect to beat
Galway ?

Q.—I believe that a team should
be confident before a game such
as this—not over-confident—but
simply confident in its ability to
win. I believe Meath can win this
game—by as much as four points,
I say this fully realising that in
Galway we are meeting a team
which has won all before it during
the past three years.

O’D—Up to now this Meath
team has always failed at the vital
hurdle. Could it happen again ?

Q.—Anything can happen—but
I don’t think it will. In the past
we were usually beaten by hard
luck—remember the 1964 semi-
final. This year luck seems to be on
our side and, of course, we have
greatly improved.

O’'D—Going back to that 1964
semi-final against Galway, that
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defeat must have been a great dis-
appointment ?

Q.—Yes it was—more especially
as I had a goal disallowed and then
my brother Gerry had the goal at
his mercy only to send it yards
wide. In fairness to him though,
it should be put on record that he
got a wee push at the vital moment.

O’D.—What game has given you
your greatest thrill ?

Q.—I would say the 1964 Lein-
ster final victory over Dublin, That
victory brought Meath back into
the big-time, it also meant revenge
over Dublin who had beaten us the
previous year — and, of course,
Dublin were the reigning cham-

pions. All of these things com-
bined to make it a memorable
victory.

O’'D—How is training going?

Q.—Great, Peter McDermott is
doing a wonderful job and every-
thing is fine. There is a great spirit
and everybody is doing his share.
After every training session we
are brought to a hotel for a meal
and it has all helped to build up
a feeling of confidence and of
togetherness.

O’D.—Finally, Jack, who was
your schoolboy idol ?

Q.—There were two. First
Paddy O’Brien and later Mick
O’Connell.



-use CALTEX




THE FIRST FINAL
AT JONES’S ROAD

MEATH'S NOBLE GESTURE

UST over seventy years ago,
Meath figured in a memorable

All-Ireland football final. Beating
Cavan, Kilkenny and Dublin in suc-
cessive outings, the Navan
O’Mahonys qualified for the 1895
Blue Riband decider and had as
their opponents the Arravale
Rovers—a great and colourful team
from Tipperary town, who had in
Willie Ryan a player renowned in
football story.

The game was played in the then
City and Suburban Sports Ground,
Jones’ Road—now Croke Park—
and was the first All-Ireland final
on that historic pitch. It took
place on March 15, 1896—a typical
March day, but notwithstanding
the unfavourable weather con-
ditions it turned out a game fit to
rank with the great ones of the
Gaelic arena—a contest that gave
the big crowd of spectators some-
thing to remember.

There was intense excitement as
the teams fought a neck and neck
struggle, the exchanges were thrill-
packed, vet the match right through
was contested in a thoroughly
sporting manner.

Scores did not come easily
against sterling defenders and the
total tally was a mere seven points
— four for Tipperary, three for
Meath.

There was much rejoicing in the
Tipperary camp when the medals
were presented immediately after
the game, and the first to con-

By Séamus O Ceallaigh

gratulate them were their gallant
opponents from the Royal County.

The Meath players on that
occasion were: H, Murray (Cap-
tain); H. Pentelon, P. Clarke, ].
Hegarty, J. Russell, G. W. Toome,
]. A. Shaw, B. McCabe, P. Fox, ].
Elliott, M. Rogers, C. Curtis, ].
Quinn, V. McDermott, J. Fitz-
patrick, J. Sharkey, P. Daly.

There was a bombshell the fol-
lowing day when a telegram
reached Navan from the then
Secretary of the Central Council,
Dick Blake, stating that the match
had been declared a draw.

Next morning, St. Patrick’s Day,
1896, a letter from the referee, ].
]J. Kenny of Dublin, appeared in the
daily newspapers. Mr. Kenny said :
“In refereeing the match on Sunday
last between the Arravale Rovers
and Pierce Mahonys, I awarded a
point to Tipperary, which was
scored from inside the 21 yards
mark. This point should not have
been allowed.”

Mr. Kenny was known as a man
of high integrity as well as a most
impartial and capable referee and
his letter created a deep impression
in Gaelic circles. But with the
medals already distributed an
awkward situation was created for
the Central Council.

The difficulty was speedily and
satisfactorily overcome by the mag-
nificent sporting gesture of the
Meath players, who at a special
meeting unanimously agreed to
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allow the Arravale Rovers to retain
the medals. They asked, however,
that another match between the
teams be arranged. Conveying this
decision to the Central Council,
the Mahony’s President, John P.
Timmons wrote: “Proud as I
should be to see the All-Ireland
medals decorating the breasts of
the boys in whom I take such deep
interest, yet prouder am I to be
president of a club which for the
sake of the G.A.A. can show such
a grand spirit of self-abnegation.”

The Central Council awarded a
special set of medals to the Meath
players, and also acceded to the
request for another meeting,

That took place early in May,
in ideal weather conditions, and
the game was even better than the
All-Ireland final, and more eXxcit-
ing. More remarkable still, the
result was a draw—four points all.

So this great pair had to meet a
third time, and again it was a case
of honours even.

At the fourth effort Tipperary
gained the verdict, but Gaelic foot-
ball was the real winner as it
sained many adherents because of
the deeds of two great counties
at a period when most needed.

Many areas were in a bad state
following the disastrous conse-
quences of the Parnell “Split” and
to Tipperary and Meath much of
the credit must go for getting the

G.A.A. back again on a solid

foundation.




Jimmy Duggan

Liam Sammon

GALWAY'S NEW MEN

I HAVE been asked to fill in
readers on Galway’s newcomers
introduced this year. 1 refer to
Tom Brennan, Liam Sammon,
Céilin  McDonagh and Jimmy
Duggan. Though I'm not sure at
the time of writing how many of
these will be selected for final
day, I will endeavour to fill in the
background on all four.

Readers of this column should
need no introduction to young
Duggan. I have written that he is
the best prospect to hit the col-
leges scene with St. Jarlath’s
College, Tuam, since Sean Purcell.
Son of former Annaghdown and
Galway star Joe and nephew of
Galway F. Board President Paddy
“Staff” Stephens, himself a former
Galway star too, Jimmy created a
tremendous impression when trans-
ferred to midfield late in the Con-
nacht final and continued to inspire
in the semi-final win over Cork.

At this stage Duggan is the best
young midfield prospect on the
football scene since the days of
Tommy Murphy of Laois, Domiciled
in Claremorris with whom he plays
club football, Jimmy has encoun-
tered his club team-mates more

than once so far in the inter-
county arena. The star of this
year’s St. Jarlath’s College Hogan
Cup win, Duggan has no greater
supporters and critics than his
parents, two of Galway's keenest
followers over the years. We wish
him a great All-Ireland debut.

Liam Sammon is a Galway City
native and one of the more
prominent members of the Fr.
Griffin club. A great pal of Galway
team captain Enda Colleran over
the years, Liam was establishing a
name for himself in last year’s Gal-
way junior team when injury cut
short his progress. This year he
has made a great return to his form
of a year ago. Stronger now, Liam
has great ball control, is decep-
tively fast, combines well and
showed in the Connacht final that
he can take his chance even if it
is the only one presented to him in
the hour. A former St Mary's
College, Galway, star, he is the
son of one of Galway's most
popular publicans,

Tom Brennan is a first cousin of
Noel Tierney and like Noel is a
native of Milltown. One of three
brothers, all of whom are pillars
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of their club team, Tom was centre-
half back on Galway's successful
junior team of last year. Brother
Sedn came on as a substitute for
Galway in the All-Ireland semi-final
victory over Kerry in 1963 and
made an auspicious debut. He
subsequently suffered a very serious
injury which finished his inter-
county career but to his eternal
credit he still assists his club team
and though severely handicapped is
a match for anybody.

The third Brennan, Gabriel, is
another fine defender and was one
of Galway’s junior stars against
Down in Newry this year. But
Tom is the greatest prospect and
may yet develop into Galway's
number one centre half back,

Finally Céilin McDonagh. Born
in Carraroe, his late father was a

staunch member of the Cois
Fhairrge team Micheal Breath-
nachs. His uncle Pat McDonagh,

popularly known as “Big Pat” and
like Céilin’s father a schoolteacher,
was a Galway player in the early
forties. Coilin is no big man. In
fact he is small for a back, another
Mick O’Brien. He first came to
prominence with St. Jarlath’s Col-



Cdéilin McDonagh

By
CHRIS MURRAY

lege, Tuam, and was one of the
pillars of their Hogan Cup winning
team of 1964 at midfield. Posses-
sing great ball control and a fine
sidestep, young and boyish-looking
Céilin is as clean as a dye and a
very popular young lad in his
native Salthill, where his family
now resides.

A student at U.C.G. like Liam
Sammon, Cdéilin’s Connemara con-
nections keep up a great traditional
football link-up. Football has
always been popular in Connemara,
despite the lack of pitches. The
numerous strands are utilised to
the full and the Joyces, Careys,
McDonaghs, Keoghs, Thorntons,
O’Sullivans, and Co. of this and
other years have given great and
loyal service to Galway. Now a
full-blooded Connemara man 1is
with Galway again. The tradition
is maintained.

These then are Galway's new-
comers introduced so far this
season. We wish all four a céad
mile failte and in doing so pay
tribute to the men they have
replaced, men who gave tremen-
dous service to the maroon and

white.

Congratulations to
Christy O’Connor on his

fine performance in the

CARROLLS INTERNATIONAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Suits & Sportswear

Anthony O’Donovan Ltd., Limerick
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You see lots of people shaking hands with our Phoenix
these days. In fact, you’ve probably noticed how fantastic-
ally popular it has become. One of the reasons (along with
flavour, brightness and a cool, firm head) is its strength.
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—and the bright will dawn on you! the bI'lg' ht beer
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Cyril Dunne

Mattie McDonagh

THE MARKSMEN

IN the all important and match-
winning arts of poaching goals,
capitalising fully on every points
scoring opportunity, whether from
play or frees, and in engineering
defence-splitting moves that lead
to the type of brilliantly executed
score that has a demoralising effect
on any opposition, Galway’'s for-
wards are second to none.

Since the present team ‘‘arrived”
as a football force in 1963, one can
remember off-hand games in which
the Galway forwards have demon-
strated these attributes in graphic
style. Yet, the most eloquent testi-
mony to their brilliant technique
is an impressive total of 65 goals
and 656 points, an 851 points tally
in all. This is the combined scoring
record since the start of 1963 up
to and including this year’s All-
Ireland semi-final, of the six for-
wards and two midfielders on duty
in that win over Cork.

In building up this tally, the
goals-poacher supreme has been
John Keenan. In 62 engagements
he raised 19 green flags, six more

of

Galway

The Top Performers

Points

422 C. Dunne i
268 M. McDonagh
237 J. Keenan

154 S. Leydon

122 P. Donnellan

Score Games  Average
27-341 105 4.01
20-208 166 1.61
29-150 88 2.69
19-97 91 1.69
14-80 86 1.41

By OWEN McCANN

than any other forward. Weigh in
105 points for a grand total of 162
points, plus the fact that he is also
a superb footballer to have avail-
able to move to midfield when
things are not going too well there-
abouts, and it is obvious what a
tremendous asset the hard working
24-year-old Dunmore McHales
club-man, whose match average for
the period is at 2.61 points the
second highest in the panel, is to
Galway.

Then, there is the footballer who
19

for a time looked like becoming
the “forgotten man” of Galway
football, Sean Cleary. Back in the
big-time against Cork after a spell
in-and-out of the side, this 1964
and 1965 All-Ireland medallist,
may not have a very impressive
match-average at 1.34 points, the
Jowest of the longer-serving for-
wards, but the fact that he is
second in goals scoring at 13
majors stamps him as a forward
with a shot to trouble the best of
goalkeepers. He has also 46 points
to his credit, or 85 points from

63 games.
@® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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Wills of Dublin and Cork, who have always taken an active
interest in the development of Gaelic Games, are proud to have
played a part in making possible the publication of Raymond

Smith’s ‘Decades of Glory.’
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The Wills Gael Linn instruc-
tional films, " Christy Ring "
and "Peil” are available

to clubs and other
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Despite his long spell in the side,
Mattie McDonagh’s record, score-
wise, is not as impressive as those
of John Keenan or Cyril Dunne,
But, his dash, determination and
verve, and above all his shrewd
football brain mark him out ag
one of the most important COgs in
the Western scoring “machine.” Re-
member, for instance, how, among
other occasions in a splendid
career, the 29-year-old six-footer
from Ballygar helped regally in
“setting-up” such vital goals as
those by Seamus Leydon that
|brought a dramatic late 1964-65
National League ‘Home’ final win
over Kerry, and by Dunne against
Cork in this year’s semi-final. That
he can also take a score efficiently
himself is shown by his record of
9-113 (140 pts.) in 79 outings at
the third highest match average of
1.77 minors.

Quick-silver Leydon, of course,
is another ace in the Galway
scoring pack. Admittedly, he is
well down on Cyril Dunne,
Keenan and McDonagh in the
scoring chart, but his speed,
elusiveness and skilled purposeful
football makes him a forward who
must be consistently watched
closely. He has averaged 1.57
points in each of his 69 matches
for 11-76 (109 pts).

And, what of Cyril Dunne? I
have left him to the last of the
regular established forwards simply
because I have sung his praises so
often that there is little left to be
said. Suffice to put on record his
figures for the period under
review: 8-268 (292 pts.) in 71
outings. This gives him two dis-
tinctions—the No. 1 spot in the
chart, and the best match average
lat 4.11 minors.
| Forward - cum - midfielder Pat
Donnellan has made a worth-while
contribution to Galway’s total with
>-48 (63 pts.) in 46 ties, or 1.36
points an hour. Liam Sammon 1.2
in six engagements, and Jimmy
Duggan 0-2 in three outings, com-
plete the list.




THE MARKSMEN

of Meath

LMOST  without the vast
majority of fans really appre-
ciating what was actually happen-
ing and despite a high-scoring
march to the All-Ireland semi-
final, Meath have now got together
a cluster of great scoring forwards
that may well prove the foundation
for a third national crown for the
Royal County. Forwards, some of
whom have figured in attacks that
have been saddled with the blame
for defeats in major games in
recent years through poor finishing,
have in the current race for the
Sam Maguire Cup emerged as a
striking force of real quality and
power,

In that superb second-haif
exhibition against Down, especially,
we were left in little doubt that
when it comes to translating posses-
sion, and opportunities into scores
—and, after all, this is the first and
all-important essential of success-
ful forward play—the Meath for-
wards undoubtedly now have that
all important know-how.

Yet, even before that purple
patch against the Ulster champions,
there was still plenty of evidence
that the Royal County forwards
were at last beginning to fully
realise their scoring potential.
Totals of 4-15 against Wexford, and

By OWEN McCANN

2-14 against Westmeath in the
earlier rounds of the championship,
showed just how capable these for-
wards really were at finding the
target, and, while their scoring
spree was checked by Kildare in
the Leinster final, a 1-9 total was
still a sizeable enough one in a
match of that importance.

Now, Meath challenge the cham-
pions with a majestic 9-54 (81 pts.)
to their credit. This works out at
2 wonderful match average of 20.25
points, as compared with Galway’s
13.33 points in each of their three
outings in defence of their crown
for 2-34 (40 pts.). So, it appears
reasonable to assume that, as this
highly impressive tally will have
given the forwards even greater
confidence in their own ability,
they will display in the final that
self-assurance that will ensure that
their scoring potential will not be
reduced by hurried kicking.

It is also to Meath’s advantage
that opposing teams cannot really
plan to try and draw some of the
attack’s sting by keeping one Or
two of the forwards reasonably
well subdued, for the simple reason
that their scoring thrust is dis-
tributed throughout the division.
Indeed, Meath beat Down without
their top scorer of the champion-

21

Tom Browne

ship—Tony Brennan! He headed
the chart with 4-4 at an impressive
match average of 5.33 points, and
despite that scoring spree against
the Ulster champions, he still is
out in front by two points.
Second in line is Murty Sul-
livan, with 0-14 in four games, Or
3.50 points. This gives him a
slightly better match average than
Tom Browne, who landed 3.25
points for 2-7. Gerry Quinn has

® CONTINUED PAGE 26
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THE CRUCIAL BATILE

By JIM BENNETT

OMETIMES there are fascinating
individual tussles in big
matches, on which the outcome
must seriously swing. They are
exciting, but not so exciting, I
think, as the delightful prospect
which this final holds of seeing two
whole lines in opposition whose
combined displays, one against the
other, will have a serious effect on
the result.

If Dunne-McDonagh-Leydon are
great Galway match-winners, for
years the back-bone of their team’s
attack, equally the Collier-Cunning-
hom-Reynolds line has been the
bulwark of constant solidity on
which Meath’s whole team has
grown.

Unless you have one section of
your team which meets with com-
plete approval and plays with dash-
ing confidence it will never be pos-
sible to fashion the team as a
whole. And while Meath were
reaching for the aspirin and horo-
scope for every other line of the
team, it was this great line of half-
backs which kept the boat steady
until all hands could row-in with
their contributions.

It will be a fascinating trial of
strength, skill and cunning, not to
mention brave hearts between the
Galway three and the Meath three.
And, of course, if individual com-
bat pleases you best, within the
struggle of three against three there
will be three individual struggles
of surpassing delight. I know in
my bones that this will be one set
of struggles which will not fizzle
out.

The urbane Dunne, the bear-like
McDonagh, and spitfire Leydon,
will certainly face their most severe
challenge this time against the
leonine Collier, the calculating
Cunningham and the robot Rey-
nolds. Like the Galway trio, the
Meathmen are an oddly assorted
three, and if not so ideally com-
plementary of one another as the
Galway men, they are, perhaps,
more even in all-round skill.

Collier has been for some little
time an “enfant terrible’” in the
eyes of those who knew him only
from one or two appearances. His
personal looks on the field did not
help. An interesting, well-spoken,
well-groomed and altogether

23

Bertie Cunningham . ..
calculating centre half.

charming man, he strips to look
like a man-eating lion. He 1s
quite unbelievably powerful in the
chest and trunk, and his stocky
frame makes him look even more
so when in togs. A face well-
moulded and not insensitive, with
exertion and the heat of battle
seems red with rage, and his sur-
mounting wing of red hair, the
remnants of premature thinning on
top, blowing out in the breeze, com-
pletes the wild and woolly image
with which he has often been
inconsiderately branded.

Indeed, he is a hard footballer,
as nature more than his own desire
made him. He is a tremendously
brave player, superbly fit at all
times that I have ever seen him,
and his uncompromising dash
added to his excellent basic skills
make him the most powerfully
driving wing-half in the game.

It must be wonderful to have
him playing behind you, eating up
sround uncomplainingly to cover
off for your lapses, driving the ball
forward and forcing the play for-
ward with his all-out committal to

@ CONTINUED PAGE 25
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One of the three famous brothers from Kilbrid

— Martin

Quinn, whose suspension is due to expire on the eve of the
All-Ireland final.
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every ball. He is willing to drive
right through to the forward-line,
but he will never be found wanting
when he has to chase back to
cover — that failing in so many
other good wing-halves less spirited
than he. He is truly a great man
to have in your team, and though
he could surely be a fine midfielder
or centre-half, he is, undoubtedly,
best placed at wing-half.

So different in appearance, yet
with so many of the same qualities
as ‘Red’ Collier, the dapper, neatly-
togged, Pat Reynolds mans the

other side of the field. Reynolds is
a farmer, with all the hard and
lasting qualities of the farmer, and
so, in spite of his almost frail
appearance at first sight, and his
fresh-faced youthfulness, you will
gradually note as the game goes
on his great strength of hip and
thigh, and his breadth of back, and
the stomach muscles which could
sustain a twelve-pounder shell,
This young fellow has amazing
strength and reserves of stamina.
I have always liked his play since
first I saw him, but I did not
realise that there was one of the
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toughest men to get the better of
until I saw a passage of play in
the League game against Galway.

Under the Hogan Stand he had
to take on three Galway men,
hurled himself from one to the
other after the ball, scrambled it
away from them twice only to be
beaten again and charged to the
ground, and yet, finally, emerged
still game from the most exhaust-
ing piece of play I have even seen.
Since that day I have had a
different opinion altogether of
young Reynolds—his jerky, robot-
like actions, his long, deceptively-
slow stride conceal one of the best
men playing the game, who will
improve further, and will adorn the
game.

No county for long has been so
well-served at wing-half as Meath :
two ebullient, driving men who are
always willing to do more than
strict necessity requires. So, times
have changed quite a bit for Bertie
Cunningham, and he has become
more and more the meditative,
withdrawn, student of the game,
holding himself in waiting to seal
off any gaps that arise, waiting to
pounce in for any stray break from
midfield, taking wup thoughtful
position to aid the full-backs,
occasionally snapping up a ball and
driving through for a long delivery,
but most of all keeping a close eye
on the centre-forward’s movement.

He has become a quieter player,
less seen, not because of the fact
that he is not so good, but because
the men on either side leave him
with less to do. He can sustain
this inaction, and he is still the
very strong, very finely built good
catcher that he always was. I
expect that he will be subjected
to some pressure as Galway will
try to find Mattie McDonagh and
hope for his ability to beat a way
through; it will be a very nicely-
balanced thing between the centre-
forward and the centre-half, as it
will be between the forcing and
covering of the Meath wings, and
the astute economy of Dunne and
the buzzing discomfiting Leydon.
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2-6, or three points an hour. Dave
Carty, who was Leinster’s top
scorer last year, and sixth highest
in Ireland with 9.46 (73 pts.) in
16 games, has not been quite so
prominent in the scoring returns,
but a tally of 0-9 is still a worth-
while one, and allied to this is the
knowledge that the Meath captain
is a marksman of proven ability.

Oliver Shanley with 1-5 in four

games, Noel Curran, 0-6 in two
ties, and a further game in which
he went in as a substitute, Peter
Moore and Pat Collier, each with a
point, complete the championship
tally.

Meath, of course, cannot put on
parade a panel of forwards with
individual scoring records ag
seniors such as Galway. Yet, for
all that, Davy Carty, with 19-171
(228 pts.), the fourth highest of the
forwards from both sides engaged
in the final, has at 2.92 points for
each of his 78 games, a better
match average than any Galway
score-getter other than  Cyril
Dunne.

Tom Browne, the only other
Meath man with a big individual
total, is the fifth most prolific
marksman of the finalists. Further,
his 2.02 points match average is
higher than three of Galway’s top
five scorers. Browne’s 20-100 (160
pts.) in 79 games includes his totals
with both Laois and Meath. The
remaining Meath forwards are all
well “down the field” as far as the
individual scoring chart is con-
cerned.



By JAY DRENNAN

ALF-FORWARDS are the ones

to catch the eye, the glamour
men of the game, the ones who
most often reap the victory or
lay it on. But, they are the soonest
of all to feel the hammer. They
are so vulnerable because they
must deliver the goods or go. They
must not only play well, but be
seen to play well, through tangible
results,

A half-forward line which sur-
vives throughout a season is some-
thing of a curiosity, but a half-
forward line with four years of con-
stant and consistent play of the
highest quality, in the highest com-
pany, and under the highest pres-

SEAMUS LEYDEN

sures, is something to be written
in gold in the record books.

It was Galway’s good fortune
that the county produced, at the
same time, three such ideally suited
players as Cyril Dunne, Mattie
McDonagh and Seamus Leydon—
no possible system of eugenics
could have ensured three men so
well suited to their positions, and
so well-suited to combine with one
another., First it was McDonagh
who was the star performer and
the winner of games; next it was
Leydon who was picking off the
winning scores; all the time Dunne
has been wonderfully accurate from
frees, but this year he has emerged
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as the match-winner par excellence
of the hour.

But even when one was the man
to bring the scores for victory, it
was never done without the active
and highly valuable collaboration
of the other two. Just remember
the Cork game when Mattie
McDonagh did his bear-like best
to break some sort of hole through
the tough resistance of the Cork
defence, and forcing play up the
right wing, at last discovered a
chink through which he
shouldered; a quick cross pass into
the path of the on-rushing Dunne,
who gathered quickly and swept a

® CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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rising left-footer into the top-

corner of the net.

Who will not remember a similar
piece of football drudgery by
McDonagh, to feed Leydon the
goal-pass that sent Galway to
America nearly two years ago. But,
then there was that left-wing move
set up by Leydon for McDonagh,
who rumbled his way through to
crack the Meath net in 1964. Just
outstanding examples of the way
the three co-operate,

Co-operation is terribly neces-
sary to them, for their skills and
abilities are largely complementary.
Though Cyril Dunne is still
improving in all-round ability and

i1s getting nearer to the complete
footballer now, it is coincidental,
and he was by no means a complete
player through most of the cam-
paigns these musketeers have
waged.

Mattie McDonagh would never
lay claim to great skill or polish
at football; indeed, he has pretty
well realised after many years of
trying that he cannot really shoot
for toffee, in spite of all his hard
practice, and he has thus cut his
game to the close pot-shots and the
fisted points. He has been quite
happy to restrict his role to that
which he plays best: that of the
worrier, the big-hearted worker for
possession, the basher who will go
through fire and water as well as

defence to prise an opening
through increasingly more frus-
trated and more harrassed backs.
At this phase of the game he is
wonderfully good, standing in the
same category as Jim McCartan of
Down, or Tom Cheasty in hurling.

Such a centre-forward is the
modern trend, it seems, and lead-
ing counties in both codes have set
themselves to find the player who
can absorb heavy tackling, is
physically impervious to hard work
and hard knocks, and who can get
and hold possession and drag the
defensive plans askew with power-
packed rushes, before laying-off the
chance to his assistants. But, such

a centre-forward can never fly with-
® CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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out wings, strong and fast wings,
to sweep up his service and flash
over the scores. Leydon and
Dunne are the wings which have
kept him flying, converting his
donkey-work into glamorous
scores.

Much more than Leydon, Dunne
is a dedicated seeker after scores;
he thinks of little else, unless when
gaining possession away back in
his own territory and on the side-
line. His whole concentration is
to arrive at the spot where the
ball will be at the exact moment
which gives him time to gather at
speed and shoot. These advances
from the wing are excellently
timed, so that he never arrives
before the ball, but dashes into it
at speed. You will not find him
carrying the ball in or waiting
inside for the hoped-for pass.
Rightly he considers these less
likely to bring him any opportuni-
ties.

Leydon, on the other side, is a
born fetcher and carrier as well
as his other talents:; he finds noth-

ing unusual in dropping into his
own half-back line to collect a
clearance or call for a pass. Then
off he goes on those fiery solos of
his buzzing like an angry bee down
the left, and having a wasp-like
effect on the defence, who believe
that he is going to go through all
the way. But, in fact, it is seldom
that he goes right through, and
his solos out of defence or into the
enemy territories are primarily
intended to cause the backs to
scuttle in uneasy expectation, His
burst of speed and swerve help
him to brush past his man and
carry him away from him, thus
presenting the other defenders with
the nastiest dilemma in the game
—to stay or to come against him
—and in either case they will prob-
ably be wrong.

It is not often that Leydon
finishes from such solo-runs,
though he is no slouch at snap-
ping a score. When he very often
does is to switch the ball with his
left fist across the ragged on-
coming defence to Dunne, gener-

ally, or to McDonagh, allowing them
to find the gaps he has teased
open.

Dunne is not by nature a fetcher.
He prefers to have the opposing
goal-posts within his sights at all
times. But he, too, falls back for
the ball when he has to, and then
his method is altogether different
from Leydon’s. He seldom does
a solo-run up the touchline or
towards the posts; he prefers to
swing the ball first-time across the
field and behind the half-backs for
the oncoming Leydon or
McDonagh, or the out-coming
Keenan. Equally effective, since by
making the ball do the work he is
cutting the time of the defence for
remarshalling and putting them on
their heels.

The strength and stamina and
courage of McDonagh plus stamina
and speed of the wingers have
enabled them to fall back and
fetch, carry up and score; have
enabled them to be one of the
very best half-forward lines any
county has ever had.

out of the frying pan...

into the seat of a brand new tractor. Just
the job to develop your farm to its full
potential ! Why didn’t you think of B.W.
before this ? They’re the people who want
to help you to expand. Any farmer ham-
pered by lack of capital should get in
touch with B.W. Call, ring or write for
details of how B.W. can help you.

B.W. CREDIT
CORPORATION LTD.

Member of the Irish Finance Houses Association.

b
N

14 Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin 2. Tel. 67206 (5 lines).

F. K.
Roscommon. Tel 6277. T.

34 Grand Parade, Cork. Tel. 24429. J. A.
Carlow. Tel. 576.

Branch Manager. Market Cross,

O’Neill, Managing Director.
Rogers, Branch Manager.

Athlone Road,
Daly,

F. Eustace, Branch Manger. John St., Kells. Tel. 14.

T. G. Hughes, Branch Manager.
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Fiat tractors

are the greatest in the world

Irish Farmers who own Fiats will tell you you just can’t believe how good
Fiat Tractors really are until you’ve worked one. Fiats have it on every
point as their International success proves beyond doubt. The new Fiat
Diamond Line Tractor is now available at 20 -35-45 and 65 Horse
Power. Each Tractor in the Fiat range can tackle work far in excess of
its horse power rating—the saving that results from this is yours.

List of Fiat Dealers :

Breen’s Garage, M., O’Brien Street,
Tipperary; Brett & Murphy, Greystone
Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary;
Daly’s Garage, The Sweep, Kilmeaden,
Co. Waterford; Grant’s Motor Garage,
Carlow; Hornibrook & Sons, Garage,
Lismore, Co. Waterford; Johnstons
Machinery Stores, Ballyhaunis; Kil-
macanogue Service Garage, Bray, Co.
Wicklow; Kennedy’s Garage, New-
castlewest, Co. Limerick; Kavanagh’s
Garage, Trim, Co. Meath; Moyne
Motor Works, Thurles, Co. Tipperary;
McCartney's Garage, 15 Farney Street,
Monaghan; Rockview Garage, Cahir

Road, Cashel, Co. Tipperary; Stradone
Car & Tractor Service, Stradone, Co.
Cavan; Traynor’s Garage, Rush, Co.
Dublin; West Cork Motor Co. Ltd.,
Strand Street, Clonakilty, Co. Cork;
Ruane’'s Car & Tractor Service,
Athenry, Co. Galway; Messrs. Mere-
dith & Dowling Ltd., Cookstown,
Ballytore, Co. Kildare; Tara Motors,
Clonee, Co. Meath; Central Garage,
Kilfinnan, Co. Limerick; Friary
Garage, Clonmellon, Co. Westmeath;
Boggan’s Auto Service, Custom House
Quay, Wezxford.

McCAIRNS MOTORS INDUSTRIAL DIVISION

SANTRY, DUBLIN—Phone 379933 or to any of the above Fiat dealers.
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THE MINOR FINAL

HE All-Ireland minor final will
hold a unique place in the
annals of the competition for a
number of reasons. This is Down’s
first final appearance, and, irres-
pective of the outcome, the result
will make  history. If Down
triumph, of course, a new name
will go on the Roll of Honour; if
Mavo win it will be their first
success in two games against
Ulster opposition, and if the match
is drawn, it will be the first-ever
to end all-square.

Mavo’s only other final with
Ulster was in 1947, when Tyrone
had a winning debut. As well as
that final, Mayo lost to Dublin
(1930), Kerry (1933), Louth (1940),
Dublin (1958), Cork (1961) and
Kerry (1962), as against wins over
Tipperary (1935) and Clare (1953).

Mayo have also figured in a
number of finals in which new
scoring records were set-up, but
in each they were unsuccessful.
Their 4-3 to 4-4 in that tilt with
Tyrone stands both as the best
combined total, and the highest
goals tally alone by a losing team.
In the 1962 meeting with the
Kingdom they conceded at six
majors the highest number of goals
by any team, and the 1-3 recorded
against them by Dublin in 1930 is
the lowest by a winning side.

The greatest score was estab-
lished by Dublin in 1956 at 5-14

(29 pts.) to Leitrim’s 2-2. That tie
also provided both the top winning
margin, at 21 minors, and the
greatest aggregate score at 37
points.

Offaly’s 15 points in their 1964
win over Cork is the highest points
total, while the Rebel County’s 11
minors in that tie is the only two
figures points tally by a defeated
team.

This will be the third joint minor
and senior doubles bid by Mayo
and Galway. They lost to Kerry
minors and Cavan in 1933, and
the Louth minors and Kerry were
their conquerors in 1940. Roscom-
mon minors and Mayo brought
both titles West for the only time

" so far in 1951.

Tyrone minors and Cavan 1in
1947 and 1948 recorded Ulster’s
two doubles, and also provided the
only instances of the same two
counties winning the titles in suc-
cessive years. But, Kerry took both
crowns South in 1931 and 1932,
won both titles in 1946 and 1962,
and with Clare also scored a
Munster double in 1929, the first
year of the 33 minor finals. Meath
sentor and Dublin (1954), Louth
seniors and Meath (1957) and
Dublin in both grades (1958)
notched Leinster’s three doubles.

Kerry lead in final appearances
with 12 between 1931, when they
won at the initial attempt, and last
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By JAY DRENNAN

year. They have seven titles Dublin
also have seven titles from 1930 to
1959, with two defeats, 1946 and
1948, Six counties are unbeaten in
finals—Roscommon (1939-41-51);
Tyrone (1947-48); Galway
(1952-60); Meath (1957); Offaly
(1964) and Derry (1965). Cavan
and Louth with two crowns each,
Armagh, Clare, Cork and Tip-
perary, one apiece, complete the
list. |

Wexford, Leitrim, both beaten
in two finals, Longford, Laois,
Monaghan and Westmeath, who
each lost one apiece, are the only
other counties to contest finals.

Down and Mayo have met once
in the minor series. That was in the
1962 semi-final, in which the
Westerners had a 2-12 to 1-9 win.

Winning first final appearances
have been frequent enough. As
well as the six counties unbeaten
in finals, Clare (1929), Dublin,
Kerry, Cavan (1937) and Armagh
(1949) all were successful at the
initial attempt.

Roscommon, in 1941, were the
first winners of the Tom Markham
Cup, the trophy for the minor
championship, which commemor-
ates the memory of a Dublin Gael,
Mr. Tom Markham, and was pre-
sented by the Central Council.
The first minor final was in 1929—
Clare against Longford.
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-~ FIGURES FROM THE FILES ——

OURTEEN counties share the
seventy-eight All-Ireland senior
football titles distributed to-date.
Limerick were first winners of
the crown, in 1897; and Kerry have
proved the most successful county,
with twenty wins to their credit.
Kerry also share with Wexford the
distinction of winning in four suc-
cessive years.

To Down and Offaly belongs the
honour of drawing the greatest
crowd, the attendance at the 1961
final reaching the record total of
90,550.

Dublin- notched the biggest num-
ber of successes over a particular
county, by gaining the verdict from
Cork in six finals.

The 1947 decider between Cavan

and Kerry was played in the Polo
Grounds, New York.

Limerick are the only county to
have won the All-Ireland on each
occasion they were provincial
champions.

Down have never been on the
losing side in an All-Ireland senior
final.

Nine counties have appeared in
All-Ireland senior finals without
winning the title. London have
proved the most unlucky in this

TELEPHONE :

LIMERICK 45031

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

respect, as they were finalists on
five occasions—four of them in
successive years, 1900 to 1903, and
again in 1908. Laois (1889, 1936)
and Antrim (1911, 1912) were in
two finals each, and the other
defeated ones were Waterford,
1898; Clare 1917; Monaghan 1930;
Armagh 1953; Derry 1958: and
Offaly 1961.

When Dublin beat Cork 2-1 to
1-9 in the 1891 decider, a goal was
superior to any number of points.
When the same counties met three
years later, a goal being then equal
to five points, the score stood
Dublin 0-5, Cork 1-2 when the
game finished abruptly. Dublin
were awarded the title.

Kerry refused to travel to play
the 1910 final against Louth,
because of a dispute with the Rail-
way authorities over special train
facilities, Louth were awarded a
walk-over,

The 1925 final was a substitute
competition because three of the
semi-finalists were disqualified fol-
lowing objections. The remaining

Now a look at the winning
counties and the teams they beat
to capture their titles :—

KERRY—Won 20, beat :—
Dublin—1904, 0-5 to 0-2; 1924, 0-4
to 0-3; 1955, 0-12 to 1-6.
Kildare—1926, 1-4 to 0-4; 1929,
1-8 to 1-5; 1931, 1-11 to 0-8.
Galway—1940, 0-7 to 1-3; 1941, 1-8
to 0-7; 1959, 3-7 to 1-4.
Wexford—1913, 2-2 to 0-3; 1914,
2-3 to 0-6.
Roscommon—1946, 2-8 to 0-10:
1962, 1-12 to 1-4.
London—1903, 0-11 to 0-3.
Louth—1909, 1-9 to 0-6.
Monaghan—1930, 3-11 to 0-2.
Mayo—1932, 2-7 to 2-4.
Cavan—1937, 4-4 to 1-7.
Meath—1939, 2-5 to 2-3.
Armagh—1953, 0-13 to 1-6.

DUBLIN—Won 17, beat :—
Cork—1891, 2-1 to 1-9; 1894, 1-2
to 0-5; 1897, 2-6 to 0-2;
1899, 1-10 to 0-6; 1906, 0-5

to 0-4; 1907, 0-6 to 0-2.
London—1901, 0-14 to 0-2: 1902,
2-8 to 0-4; 1908, 1-10 to 0-4.

county, Mayo, who had been  Galway—1922, 0-6 to 0-4; 1942,
nominated by their Provincial 1-10 to 1-8; 1963, 1-9 to
Council, were subsequently 0-10.
defeated by Galway in the Con- Kerry—1892, 1-4 to 0-3: 1923. 1-5
nacht final. to 1-3,
in LIMERICK Visit th .
When in LIMERICK Visit the Catering
Glentworth pacially
for
Hote/ G-AA.
fixtures
B. J. HANLY, MANAGER *
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Waterford—1898, 2-8 to 0-4.
Mayo—1921, 1-9 to 0-2.
Derry—1958, 2-11 to 1-10.
GALWAY—Won 6, beat :—
Kerry—1938, 2-4 to 0-7; 1964, 0-15
to 0-10; 1965, 0-12 to 0-9.
Cavan—1925, 3-2 to 1-2.
Dublin—1934, 3-5 to 1-9.
Cork—1956, 2-13 to 3-7.
WEXFORD—Won 5, beat:—
Cork—1893, 1-1 to 0-1,
Kerry—1915, 2-4 to 2-1.
Mayo—1916, 2-4 to 1-2.
Clare—1917, 0-9 to 0-5.
Tipperary—1918, 0-5 to 0-4.
CAVAN—Won 5, beat :—
Galway—1933, 2-5 to 1-4.
Kildare—1935, 3-6 to 2-5.
Kerry—1947, 2-11 to 2-7.
Mayo—1948, 4-5 to 4-4.
Meath—1952, 0-9 to 0-5.
TIPPERARY—Won 4, beat :—
Laoighis—1889, 3-6 to 0-0, E
Meath—1895, 0-4 to 0-3.
London—1900, 3-7 to 0-2. =
Dublin—1920. 1-6 to 1-2.

i';\,
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KILDARE—Won 4, beat :— NOW YOU CAN TELL GOOD SHERRY FROM THE

Kerry—{;?ﬂﬁ, 1-7 to 0-5; 1927, 0-5 SHAPE OF THE BOTTLE'!

to 0-3,
Galway—1919, 2-5 to 0-1. Sandeman knew what they were about when they designed these
Cavan—I1928, 2-6 to 2-5. bottles. They wanted a shape that stood out—a shape that looked

CORK—Won 3, beat :— as good as their sherries taste. Now they've got it. And into
Wexford—1890, 2-4 to 0-1. these new bottles go three of their finest sherries . . . Armada Cream
Antrim—1911, 6-6 to 1-2. ... Dry Don ... Apitiv.

Cavan—1945, 2-5 to 0-7. : : :
heLED : o So there’s no problem in choosing good sherry now. You just

,T_AYO; Won 3, beat:— look for that bottle with the Sandeman shape and decide which
Laoighis—1936, 4-11 to 0-5. sherry you'll have (if you're having a party, it's even easier—take
Louth—1950, 2-5 to 1-6.

’ all three).
Meath—1951, 2-8 to 0-9.

LOUTH—Won 3, beat :— Winesmanship note! All Sandeman sherries begin as grapes
Kerry—1910, walk-over. in Sandeman’s own Jerez vineyards and are reared with the skill
Antrim—1912. 1-7 to 1-2. that made Sandeman famous. So you’ll be buying smooth, mature,
Cork—1957, 1’_9 b 127, superbly blended sherries that Spain is proud to call Spanish.

LIMERICK—Won 2, beat :—
Louth—1887, 1-4 to 0-3.
Dublin—1896, 1-5 to 0-7.
ROSCOMMON—Won 2, beat :—
Cavan—1943, 2-7 to 2-2.
Kerry—1944, 1-9 to 2-4.

MEATH—Won 2, beat :—
Cavan—1949, 1-10 to 1-6.
Kerry—1954, 1-13 to 1-7.

Sherries hy
SANDEMAN

DOWN—Won 2, beat :— EDWARD DILLON & CO. LTD., 25 MOUNTJOY SQUARE, DUBLIN, 1.
Kerry—1960, 2-10 to 0-8.
Offaly—1961, 3-6 to 2-8. Peter Owens.
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E know how good Galway are
but how good are Meath?
Let’s go back to the semi-final and
wonder for a minute just how
good were Down. That great com-
bination we all admired has slip-
ped back a long way from the peak
of five years ago. This is only
natural and let’s hope they come
again. They still had the ideas but
against a robust defence could not
execute them as they might have
a few years ago.

Meath had two fine goals by
Gerry Quinn and while no one
should take from the effort that
ends in the net it’s only fair to say
that the Northern defence made
two grave mistakes in letting him
inside the last line of defence. Nor-
mally this doesn’t happen.

Was the Down side that could
score only four points off play with
the wind in the first half a great
good one? Only Jim McCartan’s
fine fisted shot looked worth a
goal. No, this northern side had a
fair share of the ball, kicked six
wides and had only six points al-
together.

In the second half, against the
breeze, the Down side forced no
fifty, drove no wide and had only

four scores, two off frees. The men:

from the north lost a wvaluable
defender in Tom O'Hare. This

seems to indicate that the team
which Meath beat was not a good
one. Now how good are Meath?

In the semi-final there were two
Meaths. The team of the first half
was too poor to be true. The side
in the second half looked better
than it i1s, I feel. The side that
scores two goals and ten points off
play as well as three points from
frees in half an hour is either a
great side or a lucky one on the
day. I have no doubt that some of
those Meath shots were lucky. All
this would give the impression that
I am running Meath down. Not at
all. Let’s look at their true worth.

The Royal County men play a
fast strong brand of football in
which an unyielding defence will
make it very tough for any set of

By Eamc

forwards. On the halfway line they
are pretty well served. Only the
forwards are doubtful. This side
which has been playing together
for a few years, and i1s con-
sequently imbued  with  that
valuable mixture of confidence,
earnestness and impatience, lost
matches because they didn’t put
numbers on the board. If that fine
scorer Peter McDermott and his
friends have improved their boys’
shooting to the standard we saw in
the Down game no team in the
country will hold Meath. If, as I
believe, the Royal County forwards ﬂ
are not quite as accurate as that
and they still will get, say anything ‘
from twelve to fifteen points against

=
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normal defences then that will cer-
tainly keep them in the hunt.
Whether Down were fit or not,
one can only guess. It was obvious
however that the flying Meathmen
ran them into the ground in the
last quarter. Now turn to Galway.
In the game against Cork, Martin

Newell and Bosco McDermott
were below form while young
Jimmy Duggan was, I think, a

sreat kid to play so well with an
injured shoulder. Galway will be
far better against Meath and no
doubt they will need to be.

[ The Galway backs were not
great against Cork and there were

l some grave mistakes made. Had
they been opposed to the long-

Down

beat
there would have been a strange

range scoring that
pairing in the final. But the
Galway defenders will be neater
and closer this time. Thelr success
will probably depend on their
ability to outfetch the Meath for-
wards who have been training, I
think, to kick points rather than
waste time and energy on Ccoml-
bined movements.

That brings us back again to the
catch and kick versus that which is
known as the precision style.

The catch and kick is the better
game but one important word 1S
omitted. Insert the little word
“straight” after kick and you have
the secret. The team that can work
the ball up to forty yards by the
most economical method and then

Bowling strength
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agded to water makesr 3
delicious eMervescent drink,
which gives you your daily
requirements of Yitamins A,
B, E.B,B8, C&D. A half
teaspoonful is encugh for
children under five,

Makes over 71 pints of
delicious drinks,

‘?ﬁ Leo Laboratories Limited
: 'E h Dublin 12
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put it over from there is very hard
to beat. The team that relies on
passing until within twenty yards
risks losing possession, as well as
injury to its fliers by resolute
backs.

The side that can combine both
is of course the master. Down for
a while excelled here. Kerry have
been doing this for fifty years and
that’s why they were so often on
top.

Remember the Tadg Lyne of
1955 or the Paddy Doherty of
recent vears? Noel Curran and
Oliver Shanley have their own dis-
tinctive styles but they emulated
the two great players in that they
put numbers on the board without
having to run a long solo-run first.

If the six Meathmen can repeat
that accuracy, or go near it, Gal-
way will have to score a lot at the
other end to stay with them. I
think that the unyielding Meath
defence will keep that score pretty
low.

So its up to the Galway forwards
and the supply they get from their
sound, attacking half-back line and
pretty reliable centre-field.

The teams aren’t picked as I
write but we can assume a “Red”
Collier - Bertie Cunningham - Pat
Reynolds half-back line will have

@ CONTINUED PAGE 65



SOCIETY OF AFRICAN MISSIONS

MISSIONS / AFRICA

CALLING ®=—ourw amenica

Boys who feel a desire to Devote their lives to God and

souls as Missionary Priests and Brothers are invited to

write for information and advice to :

FR. SEAN KELLY, S.M.A,
Director of Vocations,
AFRICAN MISSIONS,

BLACKROCK ROAD, CORK.

MALACHY BURKE
(contractors) LTD.

? RENMORE, GALWAY

TELEPHONE : GALWAY 4001/2

Main Contractors to New

G.A.A. Stand at Thurles
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controversy in recent years.

CLUES ACROSS:
National League ‘Home’ title winners
1965-66. (8)
Initials of one of pair of brothers on team

in 1 across. (1, 1)

A ram broken loose during a match could
ruin the occasion. (3)

O/C’s lust brings about a plague of insects
who would bare every playing field. (7)
River which has cradled many of our

greatest hurlers. (4)
Nobody emerges from the omen, like the

Rangers in Cork. (4)
The one who plays an important role in

victory is like the main sympathetic
character in a book or film. (4)

One of a pair of brothers who starred for
Tyrone; this one figured furthest out-field.
(1, 6)

Disturbed toads reach almost as far as
sorrow. (5)

Position to which a very rattled defence
would fall back in terror. (5, 7)

A short company. (2)

Raise to state of joy, just as a victory
would. (5)

Everything correct and well—slang. (1, 1)
Initials of one of the outside affiliates of
the G.AA. (1, 1)

Not a usual name—yet, at the same time,
approximately, there was one at centre-
back for Mayo, and another for Meath.
Sounds like, but is a smaller version of
famous athlete now Sports Editor of a
newspaper. (5)

Utility Tipperary man for forward or
centre-field positions. Initials. (1, 1)
Won their first senior All-Ireland in 1943.

(9)

Kerry referee, involuntarily caught up in
Initials. (1, 1)
Brilliant new forward star of Limerick’s
hurling team. (6)
CLUES DOWN:

Poor defensive covering, which can give
forwards open chances. (5, 7)

Many players are nervous, but none surely
so extremely affected as to become this.

o
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3. Skill can only be fully utilised on a base
of good condition — achieved by careful
training. (7)

4. Over or under its a score. (3)

5. Kildare and New York footballer; or, a
Tipperary footballer; an old-time Dublin
footballer; a recently fatally injured
Tipperary hurler. (7)

8. Ed. takes a seat at a game where the pace
is anything but fast. (6)

9. A poor month for Gaelic competition. (3)

11. The reward for victory in most champion-
ships. (5)

14. Connacht senior football champions in
1927. (7)

16. An outstanding centre-back and a great
centre-field, too, winning an All-Ireland
there 1in 1948. (7)

20. What the betting men worry about; but
they are never too great for an upset. (4)

22. A big name in football in Killarney:
Jackie, Dinny, Tadhgie, for instance. (4)

24. A large part of a rock, smashed. (3)

25. Former Portuguese colony scene of
fichting in recent years. (3)

26. Half a column—the bottom half,
apparently. (3)

27. Negative. (2)

30. Call him Sean instead of John and
you have the initials of Offaly corner-
back. (1, 1)

31. Initials of best known Cavan forward

of to-day. (1, 1)
® SOLUTION, PAGE 68
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MUNSTER MEDLEY

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

Historic ground re-opens

THEY are playing again on one

of the most historic Gaelic
pitches in the land. The re-opening
of Walsh Park, Waterford — the
official ceremony will not take
place for a little while longer—is
an event of much importance and
gives to Urbo Intacta a pitch that
can stand up to the best.

Away back in the early years of
the century the then Waterford
Sports Field was the scene of a
stirring fight on behalf of Gaelic
games, one that was brought to a
successful conclusion after a
lengthy struggle on the part of a
few dedicated men, who by their
tenacity of purpose succeeded in
first establishing the slogan: Gaelic
fields for Gaelic games.”

It was a long and bitter battle in
Waterford and powerful interests
were harnessed behind the drive to
make the field an “open to all
games’’ venue, It looked for a time
as if they must succeed so strong
was their influence and so slender
the purse of the men fighting the
Gaelic cause.

Eventually the stage was reached
where it was a question of having
to buy or get out. There was
hardly a field in Ireland at the
time owned by the G.A.A, but
these brave Waterford men faced
up to the challenge and raised the
money, with the help of some good
friends, to secure the property.

It had got into a deplorable
state of disrepair by the time of
purchase, some of the boundary
walls were falling down, there were
no embankments of any descrip-
tion, and the pitch itself was badly

cut up and had to be completely
re-sodded.

It mattered not to these pioneers

in the sphere of Gaelic field
development the work that had to
go Into making the grounds a fit
place for the playing of our
national pastimes.

Walsh Park has served the Gaels
well for very many years now, and
it is a pleasure indeed to note the big
improvements of the latest scheme,
and to realise how handsomely the
sacrifices of the great men of
another generation have paid off
in giving Waterford a G.A.A. head-
quarters of which any county
could be justly proud.

NENAGH JUVENILES

Nenagh'’s Eire Og Club organised
a most successful juvenile hurling

league in their parish, and the
twenty members of the winning
team, Sairsealaigh, in addition to
receiving a medal and a pocket
wallet, were awarded a month’s
holiday in the Gaeltacht. The
runners up, Na Piarsaigh, got a
special consolation prize of pocket
wallets.

The presentations were made at
a most enjoyable function held in
the New Hall, Nenagh, and which
included a special tea.

Sean Lawlor, Chairman of the
Eire Og club presided, and Right
Rev. Monsignor Hamilton, P.P,,
V.F., distributing the trophies,
urged the boys to take a pride in
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their native games and language
and continue to practice both.

JAMES COLEMAN, R.LP.

James Coleman, who has died in
Phoenix, Arizona, was in his
youthful days a renowned hurler
with his native Bruree, and figured
in Limerick County colours. He
was also a noted fighter in the war
of Independence.

DR. TOM CROTTY

A former prominent hurling
corner forward with Cork and with
U.C.C., has returned to his native
county after many years in America
where he hurled with New York
for a period. He is Dr. Tom Crotty,
who has taken up an appointment
in Cork City.

A HURLING LINEAGE

Kiladangan won their first
County Tipperary hurling crown,
when their juveniles collected the
County Rural title recently. Hero
of the success was the youth Jack
D’Arcy, who, despite a serious
mouth injury involving the loss of
five teeth in the first quarter, had a
brilliant game. Nephew of that
grand pair of Tipperary hurling
greats—Mick and Jack D’Arcy, and
on his mother’s side of the
renowned Limerick midfielder,
Timmy Ryan, young Jack is surely
a coming star in his own right.

THE RETURN

Michael Arthurs of Newmarket
on Fergus has been re-admitted to
the G.A.A. by the Munster Coun-
cil. As a member of Shannon Club
he played inter-provincial rugby,
and he also figured with Limerick
soccer team.

LIMERICK’S LOSS

Tipperary born Brother Burke,
who was in charge of the Limerick
C.B.S. side that regained the Dr.
Harty Cup in 1964 following
thirty-two years of unsuccessful
effort, and held it in 1965 and
1966, also winning All-Ireland
honours in 1964 and 1966, has left
Limerick to become Superior in
Dublin. He was also a county
senior hurling selector for
Limerick.

ont

guaraniee

Ryans put in in writing
--a six month guarantee
with every 60 car

500 good-as-new 1966 cars. All with heaters and taxed. All with the
built-in benefits of expert care and service. And all backed by our famous
5 Point Security Plan, which includes a siX month guarantee with no

charge for either 'parts or labour.

ALL 1966 MODELS — ALL CARS WITH HEATERS

Fiat 600 D Austin A40 Countryman Hillman Minx

Austin A7 de Luxe Austin A40 Saloon Ford Corsair

Austin A7 Traveller Opel Kadette Austin A60 de Luxe

Fiat 850 Opel Kadette Estate . ;
Austin A60 Aut t

Ford Anglia Standard Vauxhall Viva i HaRe

Opel Caravan

Ford Anglia De Luxe Ford Cortina 2-door _

Ford Anglia Estate Ford Cortina 4-door Vauxhall Victor 101
Morris 1000 2-door Triumph Herald Saloon Ford Zephyr 4
Morris 1000 4-door Fiat 1100 D Ford Zephyr V4
Volkswagen 1200 de Luxe Austin 1100, 4-door Mercedes Benz 200

Trade-ins welcome. H.P. terms arranged.

RYANS CAR SALES wn

31-35 Townsend Street, Dublin. Open Mon. to Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. until 6 p.m. Tel. 76576 (13 lines).

Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin. Tel 53385.
1 and 2 George's Quay, Cork. Tel. 26734,

39



National, long famous for fine knit-
wear, this season offers a variety of
shades, patterns and sizes in cotton sports shirts
both for men and boys. They're at all leading stores

wh | Déanta in Eirinn.

WILSON HARTNELL

M

Down a point—well never worry
Think of clever mid-field play
Think of strong and speedy wingers

Rounding backs, to their dismay
Think of Whiskey pure as gold
Preston’s famous 10 year old.

Scores are even—wild excitement
Think of 50’s sailing home

Think of goalmouth firey squabbles
Think of shots as hard as chrome

Think of Whiskey—finest sold
Preston’s famous 10 year old.

Leading—by a winning margin
Think of medals, cups of gold
Think of backs in staunch defiance
Think of winning by a goal
Think of drinks to celebrate
Preston’s Whiskey—really great.

HEAD OFFICE
26 Mountjoy Square,

Dublin.
Telephone : DUBLIN 488446 (3 lines)

OFFICES AND STORES

DUBLIN : St. Lawrence Road,

Chapelizod.

Telephone : 364455 (4 lines)
DROGHEDA : Distillery,

Drogheda.

Telephone : Drogheda 8548
CLONMEL : Abbey Street,

Clonmel.

Telephone : Clonmel 95
SLIGO : The Brewery,

Bridge Street,

Sligo.

Telephone : Sligo 2051
CORK : M. D. Daly & Sons, Ltd,,
Academy Street,
Cork.

national |

Telephone : Cork 26734 -H



ULSTER VIEWS ON FINAL

By JOHN 0. GRANIT

BACKING FOR
BOTH TEAMS

LSTER’S direct interest in the
destination of the Sam
Maguire Cup this year, ended on
August 21 at 4.45 p.m. approxi-
mately. That moment signalled the
exit from the championship of
Ulster representatives, Down. For
the men from Meath it marked
their return to the “big time.” So
for yet another year Ulster folk
are neutral on the last Sunday in
September.

However, speculation in the
province is rife as to the possible
outcome of this intriguing final.
The promise of an exciting tussle
will probably entice many Nor-
therners to Croke Park. Those who
remain at home will be watching
the game on T.V,

After a brief survey 1 found
Ulster opinion divided as to which
team will take the title. One of the
first persons I spoke to was Down
star Kevin O'Neill. He said:
“Meath are a well balanced side.
They are physically strong and
possess plenty of height and weight
in the forward line. Even their
small players are strong and tough.
I believe they will just about pull
it off.”

But Kevin has some reservations
about the men from the Royal
County. “They looked very
ordinary against us in the first half
of the semi-final and we were no
world-beaters,” he confessed. “A
lot will depend upon how much

that game will have improved their
confidence in themselves.”

He does not dismiss Galway’s
chances lightly, however. ‘“Many
people are writing off Galway
because their defence is not
playing as well as it used do.
But players like Martin Newell,
Bosco McDermott and Noel
Tierney can improve on their form
against Cork. I still think Meath
may just do it, but we will have to
wait until the final to find out how
good they are.”

Another footballer who {feels
Meath will emerge winners is
Armagh’s full-forward Brendan
McGeary. “I take Meath to win
with something to spare,” he
declared. “Their direct, purposeful
football coupled with their new-
found confidence should see them
through. Man for man they would
appear to be the better side, al-
though collectively Galway are the
more dangerous combination.”

He expects the Meath half-backs
and midfielders to lay the founda-
tions for victory. “These sectors
should ensure that the forwards
get a liberal supply of the ball,” he
said, “and they seem capable of
getting the vital scores. But if
Galway get off to a good start,
Meath could be in trouble.”

Armagh County Secretary, Sean
Hart, has different views, “I'm tak-
ing Galway to gain a narrow victory
mainly because of their greater

4]

experience,” he told me. “I saw
both semi-finals and their win over
Cork impressed me more so than
Meath’s runaway victory over
Down. I feel the result of this
game flattered the Leinster team
somewhat, because after those two
Meath goals the Down defence
went to pieces.”

What sort of final does he an-
ticipate? “I believe it will be a
good clean sporting contest,’” said
Sean. “The clash of styles—
Meath’s direct football against
Galway’s combined movements—
should produce an exciting match.
Provided the Galway defence can
improve on their semi-final form,
can make it three in a row.”

Another prominent Ulster official
who favours the champions is Al
McMurray, Antrim County Secre-
tary. “I may be going against
popular opinion,” he said, “but I'm
taking Galway’s greater experience
to carry the day. I feel that Meath
may have reached their peak in the
semi-final. Furthermore their style
is tailor-made to suit Galway.”

He is confident that Galway will
improve on their semi-final form.
“They had a tough battle with Cork
and just managed to win,” he
declared. “But this is an up and
coming Cork side, and I think the
champions did well to beat them.
Meath, on the other hand, beat a
Down team which collapsed com-
pletely in the second half. So I
stick by Galway.”

Gerry Arthurs, Secretary of the
Ulster Council, and one of the
game’s best known administrators,
would not commit himself to a
forecast. He said : “This is a game
which could go either way. If
Meath are to win they will have
to reproduce their second half
semi-final form for the full hour.
Galway seem very determined to
get that third title. They will be

® CONTINUED PAGE 46



THE MAYO MINORS

IT i1s good to see the great strong-
holds of the game recover
after a period of performing ill-
ness: Cork, Limerick, Meath, but,
none more so than Mayo, in foot-
ball. They have always had a
fascination, a style and a way all
their own, and a place in the
hearts of all supporters which no
other may own. I was most inter-
ested in Chris Murray’s analysis of
their senior team, and of his hopes
for their future, in last month’s
issue; I was not lucky enough to
see any of their championship
matches this year.
But, I did see their minors in the

semi-final of the All-Ireland, and,
if all we hear about their seniors is
true and can last, then there will
be no trouble for Mayo for a time
to come. They have a beautifully
balanced minor team and, unless
the standard of the semi-finals was
a bad indication of the form for
the final, Mayo must be the team
which will hold the crown this
year.

They do miss chances with a lot
of faulty shooting; they do, some-
times, overdo the passing in trying
to lay on movements; they show a
little slowness in defence occas-
ionally; but what a catalogue of

the
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By FERGUS LYNCH

virtues they have to balance against
these faults. A splendid centre-field
may be the best asset of all—
O’Dowd and Joy—who not alone
have the football ability all-round,
but have the brains to go with
such gifts.

I thought the most intelligently
worked thing I have seen for a
long time was the opening move
for Mayo. And I would emphasise
that they were the under-dogs—no
one gave them a chance against a
very good Cork team, whom I saw
crush Kerry, and Kerry were not
that bad this year—so it was im-
portant for them to get a good
start in order to bolster their con-
fidence. Seamus O’Dowd gambled
everything on attack in that first
breakaway, going right up into the
attack, and making the extra man
before the defence had settled
their minds as to who they should
be marking, he worked through
the defence and pointed.

Even at the time I realised that
this might be a terribly shrewd
psychological blow: my notes made
at the time read:

Great early attacking play by
O’'Dowd; very fine positioning;
slipped defence; hard luck for goal
with firm shot just above bar.
Could be a vitally important
score; may give them lift.

That was, indeed, what it did
give them, and they continued to
attack, though without tangible
result for some time. The im-
portant thing was, however, that
they had now gained the con-
fidence with the knowledge that
Cork were only human, too, and



once they started to play their own
football there was nothing to stop
them.

O’Dowd continued his great con-
structive work throughout; his
partner is a fine hard worker and
a wonderful juggler of the ball
when caught in tight positions near
the touch-line. Skill with the ball
will make these players hard to
resist.

Fitzgerald, the centre-forward, is
constructive and direct, as the
occasion demands, like all good
centres; young Griffith is a marvel
of precocious skill and sharp, im-
mediate shots. But, one of the
most impressive things about the
forwards was their wonderful
organisation of ‘“breaks”—quite
deliberately done, backwards to a
following through half-forward; in
spite of the best the Corkmen
could do they came off all the
time, and yielded plenty of scores.
This again shows the intelligent
approach of this team.

COVER PHOTO

OUR cover photo this month
features All-Ireland senior
football finalists, Meath and
Galway. The Meath team,
back row (from left): Pat
Reynolds, Murty Sullivan, Peter
Moore, Jack Fagan, Jack Quinn,
Pat Collier, Gerry Quinn, Peter
Darby. Front row (from left):
Tom Browne, Oliver Shanley,
Tony Brennan, Davy Carty,
Bertie Cunningham, Mick
White, John McCormack.

The Galway team, back row
(from left): Seamus Leyden,
Noel Tierney, Maittie Mc-
Donagh, Jimmy Duggan, Liam
Sammon, John Keenan, Coilin
McDonagh, Pat Donnellan.
Front row (from left): Sean
Cleary, Martin Newell, Bosco
McDermott, Cyril Dunne, Enda
Colleran, Johnny  Geraghty,
John Donnellan.
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Nariin. Newiell

= ARK my words,” he said,

"Galway will not be far
away when the time of the All-
Ireland comes round in Septem-
ber.” It was a friend of valued
opinion speaking, but the circum-
stances made his view seem a little
coloured by bias—we were leaving
the ground after the League
(Home) final, surrounded by bubb-
ling Longford supporters and a few
others who were gloomily enough
raking over the embers and won-
dering just how far over the hill
the Galway men were.

Already, however, my friend’s
view has been dramatically and
amply justified : indeed, Galway
will not be far away when the Sam
Maguire Cup is presented, but
whether a handshake away, or just
the width of the Park, is still
another matter,

It is becoming something of a
ritual with the Westerners to be
one of the finalists; this will be
their fourth final match in a row,
and a worthy indication of the
worth of this squad, and their
impact on the football scene in a
period when there has been no
shortage of high-guality competi-
tion ready to mow them down.

Galway are not now so popular
with the crowds—the neutrals, I
mean, of course — as they were
when they first arrived on the All-
Ireland scene with their surprise
win over Kerry in the semi-final
of 1963, and later prodigal loss of
the final against Dublin. They are
not so popular as they were in their
first triumph in 1964, or even in
their second victory series in 1965.

This final can

be Galway’s

crowning glory

By
JAY DRENNAN

They are now beginning to pay the
price of success. Like Tipperary
earlier this year, when they lose
all but their own supporters will
be pleased, under the specious
argument that it is all for the good
of the game.

It is my opinion that the thing
which is most of all for the good
of the game is that the better team
should win. (“The better team
always wins,” as my friend of the
League (Home) final likes to say).
As a result, Galway have been
through a fairly stiff time this year
from their critics, who avidly
search for signs of failure in cham-
pions rather than for signs of
future championship quality in up-
and-coming teams.

Snatched victories by odd points

have been berated as the perform-
ances of a team which has lost
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much of its gloss; I prefer to think
of it as performances of a team
supremely hardened in the fire of
contest, able to raise their game
just that extra notch, even when
on the whole they are not playing
at their very best.

This Galway team is the hardest
to beat in the country, even now:
they have nothing to play for but
victory, for defeat is death to a
team which has worked so hard
and so long, and remained geared
to top match-play fitness for nearly
four years without a significant
break. Defeat this year could
have meant the break of continuity
which would have finished some
of the elders—not that any of them
are really old, but four years at the
top, the cock-shot of the world of
football, make even young men
older than the age on their birth
certificates. This final can be the
crowning glory, and they will not
let it slip without a supreme effort.

Individually as well as in team-
effort this final is an especially
important match. Good and young
as they all still are, they must
know that time is already taking
its toll: more so, however, they
note the phalanx of hungry young
gazelles jostling along the touch-
lines for a place in the sun. Some
yvoung and coming stars have
already shown their wares in the
senior team, and men still in
possession know that only their
experience keeps them in the line-
out,

The return of Geraghty has been
a great assistance to the defence,

® CONTINUED PAGE 47
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hard to beat. Of the two teams I
would prefer to see Meath win,
because it would be good for foot-
ball. It's nice to see the honours
going around.”

There it is then—a sample of
how Ulster views this absorbing
clash. Strong arguments can be
advanced for both teams. Coming
away from Croke Park after the
Meath-Down game I was convinced
that this would be Meath’'s year.
Since then I've begun to have my
doubts.

Are Meath really as good as
their form in that semi-final would
suggest? If they are then I don’t
believe that even Galway will pre-
vent them from becoming cham-
pions. Or could it be that Down’s
second half collapse accentuated
the Meathmen’s capabilities?
Meath are good alright but not as
good as that semi-final would have
us believe.

And what of Galway? Its a long
time now since we first heard that
they were “over the hill.” Yet here
they are once again in the final.
Some people allege they have been
lucky. No doubt they have had their
fair share of good fortune, but most
top class teams make their own
luck. I am convinced that Galway
are in the decider on merit alone.

I am plumping for them to
retain their title, for the following
reasons. Their defence can improve
on previous displays this season.
Remember that Martin Newell,
one of the key men in Galway’s
defensive set-up, had his first
championship outing against Cork.
Secondly, their attack as a unit
1s still the most dangerous in the
land. Finally, they have vast ex-
perience to back up their un-
doubted ability:.

These are the qualities I believe
will see them through to a narrow
victory. Meath are dour battlers,
well equipped physically and full
of spirit and determination. They
could well prove me wrong. But
I'm standing by the champions.
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for there is nothing so soothing to
the play of full-backs and even
half-backs than the sure knowledge
of safety behind. I think they need
it more now than in the last three
years, for this is a defence which
has lost some of its composure, 1S
not so commanding in the air as
it once was, and clearly not as
quick to the ball in the open.
Mayo and Cork both enjoyed too
much possession; the same was the
complaint against Down and Long-
ford when they lost.

Noel Tierney has lost much of
his command around the square;
he seems unable to get up to the
high ones with that wonderful
sense of abandon which he enjoyed
two years ago. Knee trouble has
caused him much worry, and it
may be the root of his loss of
agility as well as his more obvious
loss of confidence. He is not now
invincible,

The centre-half problem 1is
unsolved, though one feels that it
could be solved by Enda Colleran,
one of the best defenders in the
game, but would this leave a dan-
gerous gap at right-back ? Colleran
and McDermott were the ideal
combination : Colleran for the
open covering and cutting off, the
more often noticed work; McDer-
mott for the engine-room toil
around the square, the close,
thankless and seldom spectacular
sealing of gaps and blocking of
players near goal.

Coilin McDonagh would seem to
stand a good chance of filling the
corner position.

John Donnellan is certainly not
the power he was, but he uses his
head well still. I have noticed,
however, that his great driving for-
ward from defence to attack is a
thing of now and again rather than
the electrifying sixty minute thing
it used to be. Comment on the
half-back play against Cork, must
be tempered with the thought that
Martin Newell was just back from
strenuous academic pursuits and
a longer break than usual from

football: he will, of course, be a
much improved player in the final.

It is, perhaps, as much a tribute
to the strength and ability of Gal-
way to compensate for one
another’s short-comings, to realise
that in all their four years of the
big-time, they have limped more
or less severely at centre-field. It
shows also the range of their half-
backs and half-forwards that they
have never been played out of the
game, but have enjoyed even
amounts of attacking at the time of
poorest influence in the centre. It
is in this context of more than life-
size play by the halves (back and
forward), that any falling off in
their standards must be judged, for
it is in the centre that the draught
would be felt.

Against Cork there were signs of
it when the Cork half-forwards

were able to gain too much posses-
sion, and the weakness at centre-
field was always apparent. In this
case the half-forwards did a
tremendous day’s work in com-
pensation for the two lines behind
them; they might even do so again
against Meath, for they have been
a wonderfully effective line through
the years, and beautifully dove-
tailed in style, physique and
general objectives.

Some doubts must also be
expressed about the full-forward
line, who may not be as sharp as
they were or might be. It adds
up to an intriguing whole: a team
with great talent, a hard-wrought
spirit and determination, all the
experience in the world, resilience
to spare, but with the barest
evidence of fraying at the edges
of speed and form.
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Dinny Donnelly

EN they trot out to engage

Galway on final day Meath
will have two years hardening
frustration under their belts. They
will be better for it; and Galway
are two years older—more ex-
perienced or less mobile remains
to be seen—so the prospect is a
fascinating one, and will surely be
the best chapter in the recent
Galway-Meath rivalry.

For, there is, indeed, a rivalry,
in spite of the fact that they have
played only two games of import-
ance against one another—the
semi-final of 1964 and the League
clash in the following spring. The
first of these games was riddled
with unfortunate controversy, but
Galway survived against a prodigal
Meath attack; the second, which
had a  beautifully appetising
quality, was ruined because of
Meath’s over-anxiety to prove how
wrong the All-Ireland semi-final
result had been.

CAN WIN
FOR MEATH!

says
JIM BENNETT

Not very many thought that
Meath would win against the
Western men the first of those
days; very many were sure that
they would do it the second day.
But, though the first day had
lessons to be studied diligently for
homework, they had not been, and
the second day turned out to be
a punishment for homework
neglected and an added portion of
new exercises to be studied with
the old.

Principally, Meath had to learn
to keep cool, to avoid the frame of
mind—*“Come on, lads, out we go
and knock these fellows into a
cocked-hat”. It couldn’t be done,
nor will it be done in the coming
All-Ireland final. But, the learning
of that lesson wasted valuable
scoring time; and, when eventually
it had been learned, the {fact
brought about a second defeat. A
clear, fresh mind, with all the old
memories rubbed clean, and a
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buoyant confidence that they can
be as good as Galway if they really
try, could be the one necessary
foundation from which to build a
victory.

The trouble with Meath—for
themselves and for their supporters
—1s that they sprang too soon to
the promise of big success, becom-
ing almost arrogant in their
insistence that it was their due.
Nothing is anyone’s due in foot-
ball or hurling until they have
earned it. Now, I trust (and I am
confident) that Meath will ap-
proach this final with a composed
frame of mind, of mature con-
fidence that they can do it, but
without overweening insistence
that they will.

1 was very taken with the Meath
team that was coming along three
years ago, and was very pleased to
see my view of their value demon-
strated in the Leinster final
against Dublin the next year. The
next game was the Galway semi-
final, and that not only provided
defeat but it left its long contro-
versial shadows behind to an
extent that hindered the team’s
development. In fact, as I see
Meath more, I realise more that
they have all the talents for great
football, and that their real draw-
back hitherto has been the psy-
chological rather than the physical.

They had a marvellous, over-
powering, second half against
Down (the pattern of the Dublin
defeat in 1964 all over again pre-
cisely), but only after a moderate
first-half, when greater sharpness
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by Down might have left them in a
far less favourable position from
which to launch their drive to the
heights. And think of the way they
frittered their chances against Gal-
way in 1964 after an identical
previous display against Dublin.

Let them overcome the com-
plexes and the inhibitions, let them
play “Kerry” football in the centre-
field and forwards, and I see them
winning the final. For vou will note
the methods of the first-half against
Down, pitt-patting and scarcely
daring a shot, and the contrast of
their play after the break, letting
go at the slightest opportunity and
from distances and directions
which seemed ludicrous sometimes
until the ball had dropped behind
the bar. I have not seen that sort
of thing—the simple Gaelic game
of football played by those who
have the skills to play it—since
Kerry lost their form, and lost
their tie with tradition by trying
to walk the ball through.

Clever men who know how will
always make the ball do the work
and save their own legs for later
when they might be needed more
sorely. Tadhgie Lyne, I remember
always, was the ideal example; you
could see nothing to recommend
him as a footballer—build, legs,
feet, co-ordination, all seemed
wrong—but when the ball was
about he could get it with magne-
tism, and then his loping swing,
casual glance and rifle-shot point
from any distance or direction. Not
since his day did I see better
rattling over of long-range points as
by Meath against Down.

The All-Ireland final, I think,
hinges simply on this skill which
Meath have shown us. Can they
use 1t right from the start with
confidence and persuasion to per-
severe even in spite of any early
misses, or will they in the pressure
of the occasion return to the tenta-
tive approach, the approach sympto-
matic of fear and uncertainty, of
trying to make doubly sure.

In their great days, Kerry never

Mr;-:'e McDonnell who w a
member of the Meath team which
won the Sam Maguire Cup in 1954

bothered about making even singly
sure; they just blazed away and
native skill did the rest. Meath
have that skill; let their watchword
only be: “Let us play it the
cavalier way; let us play it the
Kerry way”, and the crown will
rest in the county of kings.

Why all this emphasis on the
long-range point? Because it 1s
the most important score in foot-
ball; it gives an amazing lift to a
side, and gives a bad drop to the
opposition. When you score from
away out, yvou get the feeling that
there was a score which was pure
bonus: something for nothing. You
feel: “How wonderful! We can
pick off the far-out ones even if we
cannot get in for the close ones,
And if we can do this from here
what are we not likely to do when
we do work in close.”

For the defence, however, the
long-range point means a feeling
of frustration and impotence—you
could see it in the Down men who
could not even get to challenging
distance of their tormentors. And
a frustrated defence is an unsafe
one for the time when the close
pressure is put on; you would ex-
pect just the kind of wild all-out
advances on the ball, which gave
Gerry Quinn two wrapped and
inscribed gifts,

By the way, he was sure, cool
and very punishing in finishing
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those goals, while, at the other
end, O’Hagan was so slow, so
right-foot conscious, when his gift-
wrapped chance arrived—so much
the worse for the spectacle and
for the trial of Meath.

Long-range points release the
tensions of the centre-fields, show-
ing that they only need to break
or worry the ball forward a short
way before it becomes a scoring
chance; relieves them of the heavy
obligation of cleanly winning pos-
session against other good men,
and then dishing it up on a tray,
carved and cooked for forwards
ineffective unless close-in.

Then the half-backs—and Meath
will be strong there and the game
may lie between them and the
McDonagh-Dunne-Leydon  axis—
become immediately involved in
the scoring, when they realise that
just one good delivery from them
can be dispatched with one more
kick for a golden point. And with
the same amount of buoyancy
which it brings to centre-field and
half-back, it brings an equal or
even greater amount of pressure
on the opposition to these lines.
And opposition centre-fields and
half-forwards who are on a nerve-
edge of pressure to prevent their
men laying on scores for long-tom
artillery men, will not be so
effective themselves in serving or
scoring for their own team—they
couldn’t be.

I am sure that such can be the
pattern of victory for Meath. And
with that in mind, I would not
have Davy Carty in the half-line,
at least to begin with, but I would
use there Noel Curran or Oliver
Shanley, until the pattern of things
has been set. For Carty has a
horrible habit of automatically
doing a couple of taps of a solo-
run thus reducing his space and
chance; and I would talk seriously
with Tom Browne, asking him to
forget his over-rational attitude to
the business of bringing other for-
wards into action, and urging him
to employ to the full his individual
high scoring skill.
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S the years go on and new

counties keep arriving at the
top of the football world, one
would imagine it would become
more and more difficult to have an
entirely new pairing in an All-
Ireland final.

Well we have an entirely new
pairing this time, Galway and
Meath. Galway are seeking their
third title in succession: Meath,
by contrast, are seeking only their
third ever senior title in football
since the Gaelic Athletic Associa-
tion began more than 80 years ago.

Personally I am glad to see a
Meath-Galway final for I have
rather fancied both counties to
reach this stage since the early
days of the competition. Both hdve
had, perhaps, a share of Iuck on

the ftitle

the way, but after all, no team ever
yet won an All-Ireland without
some stroke of luck at some
juncture or other,

One reason that I have a par-
ticular interest in both Meath and
Galway is this that I have seen both
counties win all of the All-Ireland
titles that have gone their way.
The first-time Galway gained a
title was in 1925, and they had not
to play in the All-Ireland final at
all. Due to a delay in the pro-
vincial championships Mayo, the
1924 title-holders, were nominated
to represent Connacht in the All-
Ireland semi-finals, in which they
beat Wexford. The other two semi-
finalists, Kerry and Cavan were
both disqualified finalists, and
so Mayo, having themselves

52

MOONDHARRIG'S DIARY

survived a Wexford objection,
were at first glance, the only team
left in the championship.

Indeed Mayo were actually ack-
nowledged as the 1925 All-Ireland
champions and no one throughout
the rest of the country paid any
great attention to the fact that the
Connacht final had yet to be
played.

But played that Connacht final
was at Tuam, and Galway won.
That had the whole country seeing
an answer to the question which
one newspaper posed on the fol-
lowing morning. ‘“Galway are
champions of Connacht, but who
now are champions of Ireland?”

They had not long to wait for
the answer. At the next meeting of
Central Council, the President, the
late Paddy Breen of Wexford
ruled that Galway were the All-
Ireland champions of 1925. It was
a courageous decision, but, need-
less to say, one that was received
with hostility in various quarters.

But Galway justified the award.
The Central Council subsequently
held a special tournament for the
provincial champions in lieu of the
All-Ireland championship. Kerry
did not take part, but Galway beat
Wexford and Cavan in turn to
deservedly earn those 1925 medals.

The first time I saw Galway play
in an All-Ireland final proper was
in 1933 when they were well
beaten by Cavan but only after a
most entertaining game. However
they provided ample compensation
for their supporters just twelve
months later when they sprang as
big a surprise as I have ever seen
in a football final.

That was 1934 and Dublin, after
travelling down to Tralee where
they gave Kerry the worst cham-
pionship beating the Kingdom has



ever sustained on home soil, were
rated hottest favourites to take the
title, even though Galway had
avenged that 1933 defeat by
finishing a goal ahead of Cavan in
the other semi-final at Tuam.

A newspaper strike did not help
the attendance, but Galway
shocked the Dublin followers by
racing into a big early lead and
then staving off a grim rally by the
opposition to take their second
title with two points to spare.

We did not see Galway in Croke
Park again until 1938 when Kerry
and themselves, in a drawn game,
provided me with the most thrilling
football final I have yet seen. Gal-
way astoundingly came out to win
the replay with something to spare
in a game that is now best remem-
bered by the fact that, owing to a
mistake over the full-time whistle,
we eventually saw almost two
Kerry teams in action instead of
one.

But surprisingly some very lean
years followed for Galway. They

lost to Kerry in the finals of 1940
and 1941 and to Dublin in the final
of 1942, and never reached an All-
Ireland senior final again until 1956
when they caused another surprise
by having three points to spare
over a fancied Cork team in a high-
scoring game.

Luck was dead against these
Galwegians, however, in 1957 and
1958, in the semi-final on each oc-
casion they were beaten by a point
from a last-minute free.

Came 1959 and they did win
through to the final only to wilt
inexplicably before Kerry in the
second half. But they came back
with almost entirely a new side 1n
1963, lost narrowly to Dublin in
that year’s final, and have ruled the
senior championship fields ever
since. That they are now appearing
in their fourth consecutive senior
final is proof positive of the work
of the present generation of Gal-
way footballers.

And now for the Meath record.
I first saw the Royal county play

in an All-Ireland final in 1939 when
Matty Gilsenan’s men lost mnar-
rowly to Kerry. In fact there is still
a body of opinion in Meath which
maintains that the great Danno
Keeffe was behind his goal-line
when he parried Kevin Devin's
last-minute shot, and that Meath
should have won by a point. How-
ever, I was there, and while the
margin must have been close, I
thought the goalkeeper  just
deserved the benefit of the doubt.

In the following year Medth
failed to Galway in the All-Ireland
semi-final and did not come out of
Leinster again until 1947 when
they fell to Kerry at the same
stage. But in 1949 they came
storming back to victory by most
deservedly Dbringing the Sam
Maguire Cup to the county for the
first time.

In 1951 they were back in quest
of their second title, but troubled
by vaccinations for an American
trip failed to Mayo in the final. A
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Tugadh amach rditeas le déanai
¢ Uachtaran C.L.G., Alf O Muiri,
ag ath-dheimhnii seasamh an
Eagrais 1 dtaca le hathbheochan na
teangan. Ar an bprap bhi na
scriobhndiri nimhneacha ag gabhail
do phaipéar ag rd gurab olc an rud
¢ dia mbeadh an teanga ndisitinta
snaimtha ar bhealach ar bith le
dream ag a bhfuil ‘ban’ ar spdirt-
eanna (né “other sports” mar is
toil leo a thabhairt orthu).

Ionainn san is ag rd go bhfuil an
C.L.G. ag cur bac ar dhronganna
eile a gcion a dhéanamh ar son na

It's only '500 yds. from Croke Park

THE ULSTER ARMS

29 Gardiner Place

I

le SEAN O DUNAGAIN

teanga. Mar a duirt mé cheana, san
iris seo, taim le fada ag fanacht le
ciupla focal Gaeilge — sea cupla
focal, peaca i scribhinn né ur-
labhra, ¢ fheidhmeannach éigin &
chumainn na gcluichi iasachta.
Ead agus grdin don Chumann
Liuchleas Gael is cionntsiocair leis
an mbaoth-chaint agus nil buairt
ar bith orthu faoi stdid na Gaeilge.

LEABA IN AIRITHE
O thosnaigh na Ruisigh agus na
Stait Aontaithe ag teilgean sput-
nici timpeall an domhain, na
gréine is na gealai, td scriobhndiri

TEL.: 46425

Stay or Dine

airithe ag titim ar mhullach a gcinn
ag iarraidh a shamhli cad idd na
hathraithe iontacha a bhéas ar
chursai peile is iomdna i gceann
deich mbliana eile agus ag tabhairt
ide don Chumann Lichleas Gael
de bharr a leisce faoi ullmhichdin
don ré nua-aimseara !

Pdirc an Crécaigh cludaithe le
gloine, suiochdin agus buird le
nithe ins chuille dird ar imeall na
pdirce, ins na seastdin, ar Chnoc
'16 agus ar Bhruach na Candlach.
An réiteoir ag tabhairt aire do pé
cursai a bheadh ar siil ar an bpdirc
imeartha (mar a tugtar anois air)
0 helicopter agus ceol bog suaimh-
neasach 4 chraoladh ag banna nua-
alimeara 0 Venus agus ag teacht as
cosa na mbodrd. Ait le rda ni deir-
tear aon rud faoi deis a bheith ag
duine leaba a chur in dirithe taobh
thiar de Sheastan Ui hOgdin agus
mas mian leis na hudardsai sa
Chumann bob a bhualadh ar na
faidheanna, nil rud is fearr a
dhéanfaidis nd cupla ceann a
cheannach ldaithreach agus fhogairt
go bhfuilid réidh do chuairteoiri
chuig na cluichi 6 Mars agus 4it-
eacha mar é.

FIOR-SCEAL

Shuigh fear taobh liom leath-
bhealach trid an cluiche mionur
idir Laois agus An Din i bPdirc
an Croécaigh agus an chéad cheist
a chuir sé orm nd “Caidé ainm an
chluiche seo?” Ponncdnach a bhi
ann na faca peil nd iomdint ariambh.
Roimh tosach an chluiche mhdéir
an cluiche leath-cheannais idir an
Dun agus An Mhi, bhi sé oilte go
leor ar na rialacha agus nuair a
fuair Gearéid O Cuinn an chéad
chuil don Mhi, chaith sé uaidh a
chaipin nua agus leig sé beic as a
chluinfi 1 Nua Eeabhrach da
mbeidis ag éisteacht. Ni bhfuair
sé an caipin ar ais agus ba chuma
sa tsioc leis.



AYOQO minors are on the move

again. No Connacht county
has been so consistent in producing
good minor teams. No county has
been more unlucky in recent All-
Ireland appearances. This year the
wearers of the green and red are
very well endowed and having seen
them in action against Roscommon
and Cork, I confidently predict an
All-Ireland win at last.

MAYO ON THE MOVE CONNACHT COMMENT

By CHRIS MURRAY

Their performance in defeating
Cork by 5-6 to 2-6 was masterful
as some Cork judges held this
year's team was their best ever,
Heroes of that win were substitute
Des Griffiths of Claremorris, who
scored three great goals; fellow-
townsman John Smyth, a very burly
full-forward, brilliant midfielder
Seamus O’'Dowd and backs, Sean
Hughes and Benny McHale.

Four of the team won Hogan
Cup medals with St. Jarlath’s Col-
lege, Tuam, this year, namely goal-
keeper Eugene Rooney, the two
corner backs Sean Hughes and Ber-
nard Meenehan, and left corner for-
ward Aidan Kelly of Ballyhaunis.
This is a good omen as a number
ot last year’s successful Derry team
had already won Hogan Cup medals
with St. Columb’s College, Derry.

Star of the team in my opinion
is midfielder O'Dowd, who carries
the ball in expert fashion and all in
all is a fine prospect. His partner
Tony Joyce is another fine foot-
baller, though inclined to play with
the ball. Centre half back, Tom
Cafferky of Achill Island is the big-
gest minor I've seen for some time,
He is not mobile enough to be
another Padraic Carney but he may
loosen out and develop into a great
senior.
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THE Donnellans are to Galway

what the Quinns are to Meath
and this was why I decided on a
few words with a representative
from each of these great football
families.

I found Pat Donnellan as keen
as ever. The years at the top have
in no way dulled his enthusiasm
for victory. He will be, as always,
the human dynamo — generating
determination and the will to win
on September 25.

Qur conversation went as fol-
lows :(—

O’'Donnell — How do you rate
Galway’s chances ?

Donnellan — Meath are very
good. There can be no doubt

about that. Still, I believe that

we will do it.

O’D.—Galway have survived two
very close games — against Mayo
and Cork — which was the more
difficult ?

D.—It is hard to say. Both
Mayo and Cork could have beaten
us—but yet they didn’t. Perhaps
the reason was because Galway are
a particularly hard team to beat.
As long as we win by a point we
have won the game. Looking back,
the Mayo game was, I suppose, the
harder as they led us for most of
the hour.

O'D. — Were you surprised by
Mayo’s form ?

D.—No. They have a fine bunch
of players. It was only a matter
of time until they developed into
a great combination. If they keep
them together they will succeed us
in Connacht ?

O’'D.—When will they succeed ye
in Connacht ?

D.—In 1977.

O'D—Why 1977 ?

D.—Because you expected me to
say 1967,

O’'D.—Seriously though, do you
think Galway will have improved
on their Connacht final perform-
ance ?

D. — Very much so. A team
which has been on top for some
period of time is bound to get
sluggish. It takes a series of
games and a build-up of enthusiasm
before top gear is reached. I think
that we have been lucky in having
to contend with two fine teams
such as Mayo and Cork. These
games cannot but have done us a
lot of good. The Galway team
which will take the field against
Meath will be the keenest since
that which beat Kerry in last year’s
final.

O’'D. — To move on to more
general topics—when I interviewed
37

Martin Newell last year he was in
favour of 13-a-side teams. How do
you view this ?

D.—I would be all for it. It
would mean faster and more
spectacular football.

O’'D.—Do you feel that there is
too much fouling at present ?

D.—Certainly there is and 13-a-
side would greatly help in this
regard for most fouls are com-
mitted in or about the square. I
feel too that the standard of
refereeing is low. Most referees
seem to lack the courage to apply
the rules, Players are getting away
with too much rough play. Seamus
Garvey is one referee who
impressed me very much. Where
is he now ? r

O’D.—Have you any comment to
make on the general G.A.A, scene ?

D.—I would like to say that I
strongly support Dr. Jim Brosnan’s
idea of club-rooms which would
have modern amenities such as a
bar, etc. The G.A.A. must provide
a social life in keeping with the
times we live in. It is as simple
as that.

O’D. — Who was your schoolboy
idol ?

D. — Sean Purcell—surely the
greatest of them all, If I live to
be a hundred, which is unlikely, I
don’t expect to see his equal.
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Why not try the
one-walled game?

WHILE handball—by our terms
of reference the four-walled
brand—was brought into America
by Irish immigrants, we can claim
little credit for one-walled hand-
ball which commands tremendous
popularity in the New York City
area, Philadelphia and Miami
Beach,
This branch of handball requires

e S

By ALLEYMAN

—

only the minimum of facilities—
a front wall, twenty feet wide and
sixteen high, with a court extend-
ing back thirty-four feet. The
playing zone is marked out to
show the side and back boundary
lines, the short line, which is six-
teen feet from the wall and the
service area.

It is rather difficult to draw a
comparison between this and four-
walled handball. In some respects
they are completely different, yet,
such basic fundamentals as stance,
strokes and getting the feel of the
ball apply to both. Each game also
has its own scientific attributes.

In box-court handball, for in-
stance, we are familiar with the
arts of scotch-tossing, corner
shots, back-wall play, lobs, etc.
The absence of side-walls in the
game under discussion, rules out
these sciences but in their stead
we can point to such factors as
control, tossing, angle hitting and,
of course, the necessity of being
absolutely fit,

The side-walls and back wall



relieve the player of excessive run-
ning for, provided he has good
positional sense, the ball is always
coming to him.

One-walled handball is different.

Once the ball passes you it is gone,

hence the necessity of fitness can-
not be over-stressed. Control is
also vitally important, whether it
be in assessing the angle, tossing
or returning a shot, so that it plays
within the boundary lines.

This type of game also demands
that the player who hopes to go
into the top bracket should be
ambidextrous. In contrast, in the
four-walled game most players can
work themselves into position to
take a shot with their “‘strong”
hand, without losing their court
position to any marked degree.

This would be different with the
one-walled game, where a similar
instance would demand a player
to run a few yards outside the
playing boundary, to return a shot
with his ‘‘good” hand.

As I said at the outset, this
branch of the sport is played ex-
tensively in New York, and, is
probably the most popular of all
athletic and recreational games
available in the parks and play-
grounds of that city.

There are about 1,900 one-walled
courts in public parks and play-
grounds, with hundreds more avail-
able at beach resorts, swimming
pools and schools. The courts are
used throughout the twelve
months, and it is not uncommon
to have deep snow cleared from
the floors to permit play.

The popularity of the game can
best be gauged by the entry for an
annual novice tournament spon-
sored by a well-known city news-
paper. This usually averages about
6,000 divided between 1,800 boys,
800 girls and 3,400 men with the
competitions extending over a
couple of months.

Indeed, one-walled handball is
an interesting study and prompts
the question: Would it achieve
anything in this country?

As an ally for the four-walled
game, it would be completely in-
effective, for it has been proved
beyond doubt that it is well-nigh
impossible to become expert at
both. But, in Irish parks, there is
an appalling lack of ballcourts.

If corporations and councils,
were to consider the widespread
construction of this economical
type of court, they would be
rectifying the position to some

degree, and, at the same time, pro-
viding those who desire exercise,
with a cheap and healthy way of
acquiring it.

In time, competitions would
follow and, perhaps develop even
on an All-Ireland basis. Would
some county take the plunge and
build a one-walled court ?

I think it would prove more than
a useful experiment.
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BILLY MORGAN

HE BECAME A ’KEEPER BY CHANCE

THREE years ago Cork and

Kerry contested one of the
most exciting Munster minor foot-
ball finals in memory when they
drew at Killarney. The following
week the teams were in action
again at the Athletic Grounds
where the Kingdom well and truly
trounced the homesters in a dull

By TIM HORGAN

anticlimax. Playing at left-half-
forward on the Cork team in those
two games was Billy Morgan, who
some months later was to assume
an entirely different role and
whose mnext appearance in his
county’s jersey was as custodian of

the goal.
How the energetic minor for-

THE MILL HILL FATHERS
(St. Joseph’s Missionarp Sotiety)

receive boys who feel that they have a vocation to
k the Missionary Priesthood at

DARTRY HOUSE, RATHGAR, DUBLIN 6.

Boys who have received their Leaving Certificate, stay
at this House of Studies, while attending a three year
course at University College, Dublin, to study Philosophy
and obtain an Arts Degree. This is followed by a 4 year
Theological Course at Mill Hill, London.

(During Vocational Courses, students have C hristmas,
Easter and Summer Holidays at home)

Younger Boys who have finished at the Primary School,
or who are already attending a Secondary School, at any
level, may apply for admission to the Mill Hill Fathers
Preparatory College, St. Joseph’s College, Freshford,

Co. Kilkenny.

For further information and advice apply to :

VOCATIONS DIRECTOR
ST. JOSEPH'S COLLEGE
FRESHFORD
CO. KILKENNY

ward became Cork’s senior goal-
keeper is one of the many sur-
prising items in the rise of the
Rebel County’s football fortunes
in the past few months.

Billy Morgan began his career
with the juvenile team of Nemo
Rangers, a club which thrived so
handsomely in under-age football
competitions that it was able to
develop a powerful senior outfit.
When the Presentation Brothers
opened a secondary school, Coldiste
Chriost Ri, at Turner’s Cross in
1959 the Capwell club was given a
steady supply of good young foot-
ballers, and these helped Nemo to
win the county minor title. For
the past six years the club and
college have formed the nucleus of
the Cork minor teams, which have
won four provincial and one
All-Ireland title in that period.

Billy Morgan was 4 prominent
outfield performer with Nemo and
Coldiste Chriost Ri, and it was no
surprise when he was picked for
the Cork minor team in 1963
When he entered U.C.C. as an Arts
student the following year, how-
ever, he discovered that the
College, county champions of two
successive seasons, had no vacancy
for a new forward, but badly
needed a goalkeeper. Billy had
never played between the posts
before, but gladly accepted the
position until he would be called
to the forward ranks.

T'he enthusiastic young student
displayed an aptitude for the num-
ber one position that soon con-
vinced the county selectors of his
potential. He developed a keen
eye for the approaching ball and
proved extremely reliable wunder



pressure, using his outfield ex-
perience to side-step Incoming
forwards. Within a few months, he
was selected as goalkeeper for the
Cork Under-21 team and played a
considerable part in helping them
to win the Munster title last year.

When Kevin Beahan, the Louth
midfielder, sent a sideline ball to
the net in the second-last minute
of the All-Ireland final of 1957, he
robbed Cork of what appeared an
imminent title, and sparked off
the decline of the Leesider’s
fortunes in senior football. Having
lost two consecutive finals, many
of the Rebels decided to end their
careers. A few of the stars lingered
on, but persistent defeats by Kerry
dampened all Cork’s hopes of re-
gaining the provincial crown. By
1965 the Leesiders’ stock sank to
its lowest ebb as Limerick
defeated them 1in the Munster
semi-final. Interest in the Cork
footballers had waned over the
years, but now the team became
an object of scorn.

Then, late last year Eamonn
Young returned as trainer and
selector of the Cork team after
nine years and his dedicated and
difficult work bore signs of fruit
when the Rebels beat Dublin in a
league game at Croke Park. They
met Kildare in an important
qualifying round of the league at
Cork early this year, but were
beaten by three points. However,
the fact that the homesters had
pulled down a three-goal lead and
almost won showed that the Cork
footballers were on the way back.
A new goalie was required, as
Kildare had scored three very soft
goals during the game, and so it
was that, when Cork made their
first championship appearance in
June, Billy Morgan made his senior
debut.

After three championship games
Billy had conceded only two goals,
and Cork faced Galway, the mighty
champions of two years standing
in the All-Ireland semi-final in

August, Those who had expected
Kerry to win the Munster title
were even more outspoken in their
confidence in Galway. Even in
Cork, the natives did not expect a
Leeside victory, but hoped that the
footballers would give the cham-
pions a good run. But Billy
Morgan, the son of Galway
parents, and his team-mates were
determined to do more than put
up a good performance.
The rest is history.

But though Galway qualified for
the final, it was Cork who really
triumphed on this occasion. For
the young team, which few critics
had taken seriously, came to Croke

Park and gave the match-hardened
Galwaymen the fright of their
lives. They also proved that foot-
ball in Cork was not moribund,
and earned the respect of every
follower who watched their display
both on the pitch itself and on

television.

The team of ex-minors and two
veterans were treated as heroes by
the national press, and high in the
praise of all was the brilliant
yvoung goalkeeper, Billy Morgan,
whose outstanding display between
the posts foiled the champions of
many scores and placed his name
among the top custodians in the
game.

AT STUD
PROPERTY OF MR. JACK MULLAN :

KING WONDER
KING WONDER
KING WONDER
KING WONDER

KING WONDER
KING WONDER
KING WONDER
KING WONDER

KING WONDER

(Bd: 80 Ibs.; Jan. ’62; earmark, KBM)

RACING MILLIE

PIGALLE WONDER

(Champion Prince—Prairie Peg) (Man of Pleasure—Millies May)

TRACK—Won all his heats and final of Spring Cup at Dunmore
Park. Missed his break in the final of the Irish National Sprint. After
being left six lengths, finished second, 11 lengths behind winner. Did

29.32 and 29.55 for 525 at Celtic Park.

COURSING—Won trial stake at Gorey. Won Limerick Cup. In

last four of Derby. Won Connacht Cup. Won Tipperary Cup. Had a
very hard course in quarter final of International Cup and was beaten

two lengths in final.

What dog at stud comes from a better litter 7 Melody Wonder
(sold for £4,000), Millies Dandy and Millies Wonder (sold £2,500),
Swift Wonder (sold £1,000), open cheque refused for Wonder Valley;
Sindy Ella (favourite for Oaks, had to be withdrawn).

Fee—£30 (less £5 luck, only concession). Bitches at owners’ sole

risk.

Apply :(—
EDWARD KENNEDY, TIVOLI, CLONMEL. Tel.: Clonmel 586
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CORK GREYHOUND
RACING STADIUM

SHANDON SWEEPSTAKE, 1966

OCTOBER 15th—NOVEMBER 5th
(525 FLAT)

FINAL NOVEMBER 5th

FOR 72 GREYHOUNDS £3 EACH

WINNER £400 AND TROPHY
2nd £100
3rd £50

TOTAL PRIZE FUND £730
Entries Now Accepted

Tote in operation : : : Quinella Forecast 4th, 6th, 7th Races
TEL: CORK 43013

As advertised on Irish
Television and Ulster Television.

Head Office and Factory :

DUBLIN RD., KILKENNY. Phone 383

Depots: DUBLIN, CORK, GALWAY,

LIMERICK, LETTERKENNY,
ATHLONE and DUNDALK.

Vulcanised

Football
Boots

(Lonaghyd]

THE FIRST

Vulcanised
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IN IRELAND
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styled with
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F Jim Nowlan epitomised all that
was best in the past of the
Gaelic Athletic Association, Dan
McCarthy, who succeeded the
great Kilkennyman, typified a new
generation of Gaels.

During the twenty years he had
held the presidency of the Associa-
tion, Jim Nowlan had seen the
G.A.A. climb from a struggling
position to become one of the
greatest national forces in the
country. Indeed the G.A.A, had
played no small part in making the
Ireland of 1921 a very different
place from what it had been in
1901 when the genial Alderman
from Kilkenny had first assumed
office as chieftain of the Gaels.
And one of the men who had
played a major role in transforming
not alone the G.A.A. but Ireland
was Dan McCarthy.

A brainy, hard-working and pro-
gressive man, and a great organiser,
Dan McCarthy was recognised as a
“coming man” in the Association,
from the first time he became a
member of Dublin County Board.
He soon became Chairman of that
body and from there he next
became Chairman of Leinster
Council.

Not alone was Dan McCarthy
a great organiser, he was also a
strict disciplinarian. It was typical
of his iron resolve that when Kil-
kenny, then the All-Ireland cham-
pions, announced that they would

Presidents of the G.A.A. : 7

DAN McCARTHY

withdraw from the Leinster final
unless they were given the Railway
Shield, which they had recently
won for the province, McCarthy
promptly suspended them. He
proved unyielding, and though the
controversy was straightened out
after a couple of months, the
champions were out of the cham-
pionship.

Similarly his adherence to prin-
ciple was very strikingly shown in
the case of the controversy over the
Louth-Kerry football final fiasco in
1910. When the controversy was
all over, it was proposed that the
final be refixed. Dan McCarthy
told Central Council that since
Kerry had officially given a walk-
over, the game could not be refixed,
and carried his point despite much
opposition.

A man with many original ideas
Dan McCarthy collaborated with
the then General Secretary, Luke
O'Toole, in producing the first
G.A.A. Annuals.

A member of the I.LR.B. and an
advocate of physical force, Dan
McCarthy was one of the first
members of the Irish Volunteers.
On the occasion of the Volunteer
“Split,” he followed Pearse and
MacNeill and strove to carry as
many G.A.A. men as he could with
him. No braver man fought in the
1916 Insurrection, from which he
was carried so badly wounded that
hig life was despaired of.

Yet, he came back, undaunted,
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By TERENCE ROYNANE

to become one of the most success-
ful of all Sinn Fein organisers dur-
ing the later Fight for Freedom.
When he succeeded to the G.A.A.
Presidency he was fated to face a
tremendous crisis in holding the
Association together through all the
bitterness of Civil War. Not alone
did Dan McCarthy keep the games
going and keep the Association
undivided, but he playved a leading
part in ensuring that men who had
fought on opposite sides could still
come together as comrades,
shoulder to shoulder on the Gaelic
fields.

The work that Dan McCarthy,
and the G.A.A. as a whole, then
did for Ireland can never be
properly assessed,

When the Gaels, no matter what
their political opinions might be,
stood together again as a united
body and when the continuity of
the championships had been
assured and arrangements were
completed for the first Aonach
Tailteann, Dan McCarthy stepped
down from the Presidency. He
felt his work was done, and indeed
he had done that work well.

Though Dan McCarthy lived for
many a vear thereafter, he took no
further part in the administration
of the G.A.A. and he retired also
from the political scene. But he
had left on the Association his
indelible imprint of faithfulness
to principle and devotion to the
national ideals.
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How good
are Meath?

® FROM PAGE 35

Cyril Dunne, Mattie McDonagh
and Seamus Leyden to mark.

The battle could be very even
unless Seamus Leyden and “Red”
Collier both play good games. This
has happened in the wing positions
over the years and it's the defence
that loses out.

If the Galway half-forward line
is held the Cup should go to
Meath for a very popular win.

If one Galway forward gets away
the chance probably won’t be
wasted. Remember that fine goal
against Cork when Cyril Dunne
ran on to a McDonagh pass and
the ball leaped like a fish in the
net.

Though I'm convinced that the
annihilation of Down flattered
strong, tenacious, determined
Meath, 1 can’t help being in-
fluenced by their shooting.

It will probably bring them
home ahead of a sporting Western
side where the chinks have begun
to show in the armour.

Galway point to a couple of im-
portant Croke Park wins over
Meath in recent years as indica-
tions of continued superiority. I
take that argument in Meath’s

favour. The fellow who Kkeeps
coming must win—if he has the
guts to keep coming.

IRISH TRANSPORT AND
GENERAL WORKERS’ UNION

Founded 1909

Ireland’s Largest Trade Union—150,000 Members

Reserve Fund £1,750,000
SIX INDUSTRIAL GROUPS

Each in charge of National Group Secretary

Group Group Group Group Group Group
No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4 No. 5 No. 6

Textiles |Food Building & |Hotels Transport |Printing
(all types) Public & Freight

Drink Works Catering Paper-
Clothing Air making

Tobacco Public Personal
Jute Bodies & |Service Rail Box-

Milling Local making
Ropes Authorities |Nursing Road

Drugs & Woodwork
Cleaning & [Chemicals |Mining & Clerical & |Docks
Dyeing Quarrying |Commerce Furniture

Fertilisers

Turf Communi- [Metal

Rubber Distribu- [|cations Work

Creameries [Bricks tion

Machinery

Plastics Tanning Cement Profes- Coal &

Leather sional Petroleum |Engineer-

Boots & Glass & Entertain- [Products [ing

Shoes Pottery ment

The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is the largest and most
powerful of Irish Unions. It is in fact, the greatest organisation in the
country, a trade union without parallel in its national record, unrivalled
in its service of the workers of Ireland. It has ever been—and will
always be — first in the battle for the uplift of the wage-earner.

Branches in all the principal towns in the country.

Representation in the Dail and on most Corporations, Urban Councils,
County Councils, Harbour Boards and State and semi-State concerns.
Representation on Joint Labour Committees, Joint Industrial Councils and

other negotiating bodies.

General Secretary : FINTAN KENNEDY
Head Office : LIBERTY HALL, DUBLIN, 1.
Phone Number : 488031. Telegrams : OBU DUBLIN

A. ]J. JENNINGS & CO., LTD.

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors

DUN LAOGHAIRE
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THE CREAM OF MILK. . .

Jersey Milk

ASK YOUR MILKMAN FOR
THE BOTTLE WITH THE
GREEN TOP

ﬁ

always on the ball
. . . anead on points

1. QUALITY UNSURPASSABLE
2. SERVICE UNBEATABLE
3. WEIGHT INDISPUTABLE

MEATH LIME

TRIM e 27

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES :
%

James Fagan, Crossakiel, Co. Meath.

Michael Rigney, 7 Charlemont St., Dublin
Tel : 51046

THE PRIDE OF TIPPERARY

"ROSCREA™

BACON and HAMS,
Pure Pork SAUSAGES.
Lard, Etc.

FAMOUS FOR FIFTY YEARS

Stocked by all good Grocers.
Sought by all discerning Buyers.

Produced at the

ROSCREA BACON FACTORY

ROSCREA, CO. TIPPERARY

Phone : Roscrea 6.

CORK CO-OPERATIVE
MARTS LTD.

The Pioneers of
Irish Co-operative Livestock Sales
Bandon, Fermoy, Midleton, Millstreet,
Skibbereen, Mallow and Dungarvan.

Catering for the marketing of Cattle, Sheep and
Pigs for Counties Cork and Waterford. Unrivalled
facilities available for the arrival and dispatch of
all livestock both for home and export trade.

All enquiries to the Manager. Telephone: Bandon,

51 and 182; Fermoy, 99 and 120; Midleton, 63329

and 63331; Millstreet, 58 and 59; Skibbereen, 109
and 110; Mallow 21294; Dungarvan 243.

Head office :
36 PATRICK’S QUAY, CORK
Tel. : 51391
Telex : 6110

“




CAMOGIE —— =

By AGNES HOURIGAN

Need for neutral umpires

BY the time this issue of

GAELIC SPORT appears in
print the All-Ireland camogie final
will be over, and we will know
whether Dublin have retained the
title for the tenth consecutive year
or whether Antrim as they did ten
years ago, have managed to suc-
ceed in breaking a long winning
run by the Metropolitans.

Certainly Dublin have had the
luck with them this year, for the
controversial semi-final between
themselves and Tipperary at Cahir
saw their long run of victory
almost ended. In fact many Tip-
perary supporters will always insist
that the result should have been a
draw, but the referee’s decision in
such matters must be final, other-
wise, there would not be much
point in having a referee at all.

But, to avoid confusion and
controversy in similar circum-
stances in future, it surely is time
that Central Council decided that
neutral umpires be on duty in All-
Ireland semi-finals as well as in
finals. It would not add all that
much to the over-all expenses if
the referee brought four umpires
with her.

The Tipperary girls were under-
standably disappointed that their
great effort went for nought, but
they are likely to have some com-
pensation by retaining the inter-
club championship, as ten of the
county senior side now play for

the inter-club holders, Glengoole-
Ballingarry.

They won so readily from Glen
Rovers of Cork and Croagh of
Limerick in winning the Munster
section that it is hard to see them
seriously challenged in the remain-
ing stages even by that great
Antrim club, Deirdre,

It is, of course, a pity, that the
Dublin champions again opted not
to play in this competition, for it
loses a great deal in consequence,
However, even in the absence of
Dublin I was very favourably im-
pressed by the standard shown in
the Leinster section. St. Paul’s of
Kilkenny won through, but only
after two magnificent games against
Caragh of Kildare and St. Ibar’s
of Wexford.

St. Paul’s are an accomplished
side, though many of their players
are still lacking of sufficient ex-
perience of top-class camogie. But
the example and encouragement of
such as Claire O’Hanrahan and
Mary Connery make for improve-
ment on every outing.

It was encouraging to see so
many colleges players of recent
years on this Kilkenny side, which
confirms me in my belief that the
way to spread the game is through
the schools.

Now that the schools are open
again, I hope a determined effort
will be made both to extend the
schools competitions already in

existence and to form new ones
especially in the vocational and
technical schools,

In respect of colleges com-
petitions Ulster and Leinster are
still way ahead of Connacht and
Munster and this despite the fact
that there are excellent schools’
competitions long in existence in
the counties Cork and Galway, and
that Munster Secretary, Miss Ethna
Neville, has been working so hard
in the Limerick area.

Now that trained coaches are
becoming available to the schools
through the Physical Training
teachers, there is no reason why
every secondary school throughout
the country should not be able to
field a camogie team.

EDITOR’S REQUEST

We have had a communica-
tion from The Harps Hurling
and Football Club in Adelaide,
South Australia, and they are
anxious to know where they
could get in

touch with the
ex-Wexford hurling star Ned
Wheeler who is now domiciled
in Australia., If any of our
readers have this information
and would like to pass it on to
the Editor of “Gaelic Sport” he
in turn will pass it on to the
South Australian Club,
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Connacht Comment.

® FROM PAGE 55

Mayo’s great success in the
minor competitions is in large
measure due to their own special
Minor Board, which is in complete
charge of the team. A sub-com-
mittee of the Co. Board, it is a
first-class idea and should be a
headline for other counties. Chair-
man of the Minor Board is Bally-
haunis man Paddy Waldron, a very
dedicated man. To his Board and
the team itself we wish every
success.

THE LATE TOM BURKE

Speaking of Mayo reminds me of
Tom Burke, the former Mayo star
goalkeeper of the thirties who died
recently. To his relatives I extend
my sincere sympathy. I knew Tom
and I have seldom met a more
modest man. He always shunned

the limelight. So proud of Mayo—
I met him on Connacht final day
and he was so disappointed with
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the result, ;et thrilled that Mayo |

were on the way back,

Tom was the greatest goalkeeper

of his time in Ireland. A starin a |

team of stars. I always like to hear
their names again : Paddy Moclair,
Harry Kenny, Patsy Flannelly
(R.IP.), Tot McGowan, Purty
Kelly, Georgie Ormsby (R.LP.),
Paddy Quinn, Jackie Carney, Josie
Munnelly. They were a mighty
side. Now Tom Burke has gone to
his reward. Ar dheis Dé go raibh
sé.

FR. MORAHAN

Finally a word of tribute once
again to County Board Chairman,
Rev. Fr. Leo Morahan of Louis-
burgh. His infectious spirit has
lifted Mayo’s football stock con-
siderably. Now Mayo have quali-
fied for a Croke Park final by virtue
of their Tournament semi-finel win
over Kerry at Castlebar. Mayo are
certainly on the move.

MOONDHARRIG . . .

® FROM PAGE 53

year later they had even harder
luck. On a gale-swept Croke Park
they led Cavan by a point with
time ebbing. A freak gust of wind
carried a ball which seemed to
have gone wide, back to a Cavan
forward, who equalised, and Cavan
won the replay.

But in 1954 Meath did win that
second title and caused a tremen-
dous upset when they fairly over-
ran champions Kerry in an amaz-
ing final.

Since then, oddly enough, Meath
have never succeeded in reaching
an All-Ireland final wuntil this
current season. Their nearest ap-
proach was in 1964 when they
were narrowly beaten by present
rivals Galway, Jack OQuinn‘s dis-
allowed goal that day being still a
bone of contention in certain
quarters.

Galway again had a narrow
margin to spare at their last meet-
ing the League semi-final of 1965.
Most people maintain that Meath
have improved since then and Gal-
way have gone a little bit ‘over the
hill.” Well, we shall see the answer
to all that for ourselves on the last
Sunday in September.
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CUMANN LUITH-CHLEAS GAEL

THE

CONNACHT COUNCIL
would like to thank the

thousands of Connacht patrons
for their wonderful support

during the past Championship season.

FIGHTING
FIT !

Join Ireland’s fittest
team—those who take
Sutton’s T.E.K. Milk—

SUTTON’S

TEL-EL-KEBIR

DAIRY

MONKSTOWN - CO. DUBLIN

Phone 801967

e T I T I I

WESTERN REFRIGERATION CO.
High Street, Tuam

Sterne

REFRIGERATION

We Supply and Service Refrigeration
Equipment for

MEAT EXPORTERS, BACON FACTORIES,
CREAMERIES, FISH and POULTRY DEALERS,
FROZEN FOODS and ICE CREAM
DISTRIBUTORS.

HOTELS, HOSPITALS and INSTITUTIONS
WE ALSO SUPPLY and SERVICE
BUTCHERS COLD ROOMS, ICE CREAM and
FROZEN FOOD CABINETS, WHIPPED ICE
CREAM FREEZERS, BOTTLE COOLERS and
DOMESTIC REFRIGERATORS

Enquiries are invited and will receive prompt
attention.

Prop.: C. Reynolds. Telephone 24234
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AVE A GUINNESS

~that's a drink and a half !




