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TWO SHILLINGS

(Including Turnover Tax)




With the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Limited. At one time or
another your business may urgently require expensive items—cars, plant,
tractors, farm machinery. These are too expensive to buy for cash
outright, so we, the Hire-Purchase Company of Ireland Ltd., help you
get it. No heavy capital outlay just a small deposit and the rest spread

over a period to suit your pocket.

Remember the Hire Purchase Company of Ireland Limited is an all-
Irish company—Irish financed, Irish owned, Irish staffed. So while you

are helping yourself you are also helping Ireland.

Why not talk to the experts at your local branch of :

THE HIRE PURGHASE GOMPANY
OF IRELAND LIMITED

36 Lr. Baggot Street, Dublin 2.
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Distributors :

RADIOS
ARE BIG NEWS

Some people just can’t wait to get their hands on Standard
transistors, they’ll try anything. Then, of course, there are
thousands who are prepared to buy them, because of their
superb tonal quality, consistent reception and their extra-sensitive
tuning combined with distinctive styling. They know that the
name Standard means advanced radio craftsmanship. It is up
to you to see that they are not disappointed. Keep stocked up.

STANDARD

ELECTRONIC YEARS AHEAD'

Transistor Radios, Record Players

GARWOOD ELECTRICAL LTD. Trade Depot : 95/96 Talbot Street, Dublin 1. ‘Phone : 44137, 41672,

J. R. CORRY | Wm. STAPLETON| JOHN J. CONROY

MAIN STREET, and SONS RADIO SERVICE
LETTERKENNY, | Electrical Contractors EARL STREET,

DONEGAL VICARST., TUAM LONGFORD.
Letterkenny 34 GALWAY. Tel : Longford 455

REN TEL LTD.

Savoy Buildings,
O’Connell St.,
Dublin.

TOP RANK REN-TEL :
Patrick Street, Cork.
O'Connell St., Limerick

Tel : Tuam 24335

Padbury



Fiat tractors

are the greatest in the world

Irish Farmers who own Fiats will tell you you just can’t believe how good
Fiat Tractors really are until you've worked one. Fiats have it on every
point as their International success proves beyond doubt. The new Fiat
Diamond Line Tractor is now available at 20 -35-45 and 65 Horse
Power. Each Tractor in the Fiat range can tackle work far in excess of
its horse power rating—the saving that results from this is yours.

List of Fiat Dealers:

Breen’s Garage, M., O’Brien Street,
Tipperary; Brett & Murphy, Greystone
Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary;
Daly’s Garage, The Sweep, Kilmeaden,
Co. Waterford: Grant’s Motor Garage,
Carlow; Hornibrook & Sons, Garage,
Lismore, Co. Waterford; Johnstons
Machinery Stores, Ballyhaunis; Kil-
macanogue Service Garage, Bray, Co.
Wicklow; Kennedy's Garage, New-
castlewest, Co. Limerick; Kavanagh’s
Garage, Trim, Co. Meath; Moyne
Motor Works, Thurles, Co. Tipperary;
McCartney's Garage, 15 Farney Street
Monaghan; Rockview Garage, Cahir

Road, Cashel, Co. Tipperary; Stradone
Car & Tractor Service, Stradone, Co.
Cavan; Traynor's Garage, Rush, Co.
Dublin; West Cork Motor Co. Ltd.,
Strand Street, Clonakilty, Co. Cork;
Ruane’'s Car & Tractor Service,
Athenry, Co. Galway; Messrs. Mere-
dith & Dowling Ltd., Cookstown,
Ballytore, Co. Kildare; Tara Motors,
Clonee, Co. Meath; Central Garage,
Kilfinnan, Co. Limerick; Friary
Garage, Clonmellon, Co. Westmeath;
Boggan's Auto Service, Custom House
Quay, Wexford.

McCAIRNS MOTORS INDUSTRIAL DIVISION

SANTRY, DUBLIN—Phone 379933 or to any of the above Fiat dealers.
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COMMENT

MEMBERSHIP DEFINED

CONGRESS 1966, despite its lack of excitement and

controversy, may yet be remembered as one of the most
significant of our time. The reason for this is because it defined
membership of the G.A.A.

Membership of the Association is nOw “confined to those
who have applied for and have been admitted to membership of
an affiliated club under such regulations as the Central Council
of the Association may from time to time lay down”.

It will be some time before the full benefits of this decision
are apparent—but they will be many.

Firstly, clubs will be strengthened. No longer will they be
indistinct bodies of people congregated around a team, oOr a
number of teams. With defined membership, clubs will acquire
a more orderly and functional formation.

Secondly, the Association at large will in future be defined
rather than an abstract conglomeration of “Gaels”. One will
either be or not be a member of the G.A.A. As a result control
and administration will be more effective at all levels.

Thirdly, there will be added strength, and a new realisation
of strength, in the unity which defined membership will provide.
There should also be a considerable increase in the number of
participants in the Association’s work. Heretofore there
appeared to be room for only players and officials. Now there 18
a place for everybody who believes in what the G.A.A. stands
for and 1s about.

Thanks to Congress 1966, the G.A.A. can now reach its
full potential as a force for national good.

COVER THE ACTION PICTURE on our front cover
® +this month features those two great stal-

PHOTO ® warts of Kerry and Down, Bernie O’Callag-
han and Patsy O'Hagan respectively, in a
race for possession during the recent Rail-

way Cup Football Final, at Croke Park.
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THE
EDITOR
ASKS ...

A survey of the
falling attendances at
major games. And the
conclusion? That hve
Television broadcasts
cost the G.A.A. possibly

£20,000 per annum.

OW much is Telefis Eireann
costing the G.A.A.? A huge
fortune if we are to judge by the
attendance of only 24,312 at this
year’s Railway Cup finals. There
were, for example, twice that many
at the 1954 finals. However, let us
not jump to any sudden con-
clusions. Instead let us examine
attendance at all games which have
been televised live by Telefis
Eireann and compare those figures
with attendances immediately prior
to the advent of television.

Telefis Eireann first arrived in
Croke Park on St. Patrick’s Day,
1962. Since then all Railway Cup
finals, All-Ireland football semi-
finals and All-Ireland football
and hurling finals have been tele-
vised. This is a total of four
Sundays annually.

Let us begin with Railway Cup
figsures. There were 36,639 at the
1958 finals. In 1959 only the foot-
ball final was played on March 17
—the hurling final being held over
until the official opening of the
new Hogan Stand on Sunday, June
7. An attendance of 35,002 turned
up for the football final while
23,248 attended the hurling final to
give a total of 58,250. However, it
would be misleading to accept this
as the figure which would have
turned up had both games been
played together. Something in the
region of 45,000 would surely be a
fairer figure. Let us then accept this
as the 1959 attendance.

WHAT DOES T.V.
COST THE G.A.A.?

In 1960 there was a crowd of
40,473, while in 1961 the attend-
ance dropped to 34,856. Then
came television,

Attendance was not effected by
the presence of Telefis Eireann at
Croke Park, on March 17, 1962.
There was a crowd of 40,429. It
was to be the last of big gatherings
on the national holiday. Many who
were at Croke Park on that day
went home and learned that tele-
vision was a reasonable substitute
—so they stayed at home on such
occasions in future.

The figure for the 1963 Railway
Cup finals was 30,680. In 1964 it
dropped further to an exXira-
ordinary 23,621. In 1965 there was
a weak rally to 30,734 (probably
due to the fact that the four pro-
vinces were represented). However,
this year it was down to 24,312,

It is clear that there has been a
very definite fall in March 17
attendances,

The average attendance at Rail-
way Cup finals during the four
years prior to television was 39,242
and since television 27,337. A drop
of 11,905 has been established.
And now let us try to convert this
into pounds.

A percentage of those who did
not turn up for the 1963, 64, '65
and '66 finals would normally have
gone on to the stands and paid
from 5/- to 7/6. Most of them
would, of course, have stood and
so paid 2/- to 3/- (general ad-
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mission prices changed twice
during the years in question).
However, let us take 3/6 as the
average price which would have
been paid. In other words the
G.A.A. has been dropping 11,905
3/6s each St. Patrick’s Day since,
and including, 1963. This gives us
a total loss for the four years of
£8,333—or approximately £2,100
per annum.

And now let us move on to the
All-Ireland  football  semi-final
figures. In 1959 Kerry and Dublin
drew 70,148 for their semi-final
meeting, while Galway and Down
attracted 62,688—a total semi-final
attendance of 132,836.

In 1960 Kerry and Galway drew
17,128 Offaly and Down added
68,023 in their replay and 64,232
in their drawn game. Taking the
former figure only, we have a semi-
final total of 132,255 for 1960—
almost exactly the same as 1959.

In 1961 the figures went up.
Offaly and Roscommon drew
64,112, while Kerry and Down
topped it with 71,573 to give a
total of 135,685.

Then came television and there
is an immediate fall. In the 1962
semi-finals, Kerry and Dublin
attracted 60,396, while Roscom-
mon and Cavan added 46,926 to
give a total of 117,322—down
18,000 on the previous year.

In 1963 the decline continued.
Dublin and Down drew 70,072 but
Kerry and Galway were as low as
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37,193. This gives a total of only
107,265. But worse was to come.

In 1964 Kerry and Cavan
attracted 45,578, while Galway and
Meath drew 52,547—a total of only
98,125. This was 35,000 down on
what were steady and increasing
figures in 1959, '60, and ’61.

Last year’s semi-finals were not
much better—51,541 at the Gal-
way-Down game and 49,208 at the
Kerry-Dublin encounter, to give a
total of 100,747.

Again working out the averages,
we find that prior to television the
average annual football semi-final
figure (both semi-finals) was
133,588 and since television the
figsure is 105,865. This gives an
average per annum fall of 27,723.

Calculating this in pounds we
can accept 4/6 per head as the
likely amount which would have
been paid. Unless we are mistaken
there have been vacant stand seats
at every semi-final since the advent
of television. This gives a per
annum loss of £6,237 on All-
Ireland football semi-finals—just
short of £25,000 for the four years
since 1962.

And now we move on to foot-
ball finals. Here the attendance
drop is not quite so great. This is
to be expected for All-Ireland finals
provide a unique occasion and few
will accept television as an alter-
native.

In 1959 Kerry and Galway drew
85,897, Kerry and Down topped
that with 87,768 in 1960. In 1961
there was an all-time record when
Down and Offaly drew 90,556.
Then came television.

In 1962 Kerry and Roscommon
were down to 75,771. Dublin and
Galway brought the figure back up
in 1963 to 87,106, but in 1964 it
was down again when only 76,498
turned up to see Kerry and Gal-
way, while last year the same pair-
ing was not much better with
7735,

There has been an average yearly
fall of just over 8,000 and in cal-
culating this into cash we can
accept a figure of 3/- per head, as
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Graph shows the fall in attendances at Railway Cup finals.

all stand seats were sold for all
the games in question. An average
yearly loss of £1,200 has, therefore,
been incurred at football finals.

However, before moving on we
should, I think, take a closer look
at these football figures. One point
is fairly clear. When Dublin are
involved television does not greatly
upset attendance figures.

The reason for this is fairly
obvious. The Dublin follower has
little difficulty or expense in getting
to Croke Park. Television is no real
alternative as far as he is con-
cerned. For a few shillings he can
have the real thing. Not so the
countryman for whom a visit to
Croke Park means much travel and
considerable cost.

Whether or not the country
follower turns up at Croke Park
on the day when the game is being
televised is a most elastic business,
and the football figures offer some
frightening examples of just how
elastic it is.

Take the 1962 football final as a
first example. Kerry and Roscom-
mon drew only 75,772. Yet when

J
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these same counties met in 1944
they attracted 79,245—and that
was during the War when private
cars were off the road and trains
were at the minimum.

Then take Kerry and Galway. In
the 1959 final, when the then Gal-
way team was over the hill and
everybody knew it, they attracted
85,897. Yet in 1965 they could draw
only 77,735.

As we see it, that Galway-Kerry
final of last year had everything. It
was the greatest attraction for
many years, yet television was
capable of knocking what would
surely have been an all-time record
back to a very average figure.

Kerry and Galway were always a
great attraction in a final. If we go
back as far as 1938 we find that
they drew just short of 69,000—yet
in 1964 and ’65 they added only
7,000 and 8,000 respectively to the
figure of a quarter of a century
previous.

In moving on to the hurling
finals we come to the only anomaly
in this entire analysis. Hurling

(Continued Page 7.)




Whatever the county you name
When you shatter Croke Park with a yell,

As you drive up and down to the game
Be sure that your shout is for Shell!
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Graph shows the fall in attendances at All-Treland football semi-finals.

finals since television have, in fact,
averaged a greater attendance than
those during the years immediately
prior to television. The average
hurling final attendance since, and
including, 1962 has been 71,559
with 69,575 being the figure for the
years immediately prior to tele
vision.

How come hurling attendances
have not fallen ? The most obvious
answer might be that the game
does not lend itself to television as
much as does football. But we
think it goes deeper than that,

We suggest that football has
much more of a casual following
than has hurling. For example, the
average Dublin soccer follower will
turn up at Croke Park for a major
football game, while he will have
little interest in hurling. Then there
is the long established fact that
there really is little trouble getting
into a hurling final, while at a
football final there can be a lot of
pushing and congestion (or should
we say that there used to be prior
to T.V.).

Anyway, whatever the cause,
facts are facts. Hurling final

attendances have not fallen since
television, while those of St. Pat-
rick’s Day, All-Ireland football
semi-finals and football finals have
tumbled.

But does it end there. Not by
any means. Television at Croke
Park is also hitting club games and
every county board has lost to
some degree or other, Games which
have been played on days when
television was operating have
shown huge losses.

In 1962 quite a number of
counties put on county champion-
ship fixtures on the days when the
football semi-finals and the hurling
final were been televised. Gates
were halved. Since then most coun-
ties have stayed clear of these dates
as far as county senior champion-
ship games were concerned.

This did not mean avoiding a
loss in gate receipts. The fact that
two important Sundays in August
and another in early September
could not be availed of for club
games meant that games had to be
played on less attractive dates;
championships running late, etc.
Either way television has cost
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county boards money and there is
no way of avoiding it.

What these “invisible” losses
come to we do not know—a few
thousand pounds per annum Ppro-
bably.

But then there are other
“;invisible” losses too. We can com-
pare figures during the television
era with those of the years prior to
it and this we have done, but what
sbout the natural increases which
were taking place year after year
and which would surely have con-
tinued had not television arrived.

The economists tell us, and there
is every obvious proof of it, that
the affluent era began in 1959.
Wages have increased steadily
since then. Cars have become
common-place, and G.A.A. attend-
ance figures were increasing
steadily since 1959. Just look at the
All-Treland  football  semi-finals
graph. Up and up went the line.
Would attendances not have con-
tinued to rise in 1962, '63, '64 and
'65 were it not for television? Of
course, they would.

In other words the money which
these increases would have pro-
vided has been lost too. How much
this would have represented is
difficult to calculate. As far as
football finals were concerned there
was definitely a limit dictated by
the accommodation. But with Rail-
way Cup finals and All-Ireland
semi-finals there was plenty of
accommodation 1o absorb the
increase.

It is probably safe to say that
Railway Cup finals would have
moved up from a pre-television
average of 39,242 to 45,000 and
semi-finals from 133,588 to some-
thing in the region of 150,000. In
short many thousands of pounds
more have been lost by the elimin-
ation of this natural increase in
attendances which had been taking
place prior to television.

And then look ahead for a
moment, Recently  attendance
prices for semi-finals and finals
were substantially increased by the
Central Council. General admission

(Continyed Page 43.)




EVEN years ago it was, over in

the hotel in Rineanna. There

were Kerrymen, Corkmen, Tip-

perarymen, Limerickmen, Water-

fordmen and a loquacious bunch

of boys from Clare. It was the
Munster Convention of 1959.

The big motion of the day was
tabled by Cork and it asked that
Galway be allowed play in the
Munster hurling championships in
all grades. In the agenda booklet
there was a sheet telling us that
there had been formal discussions
between the Munster Council and
the Galway County Board resulting
in an instruction by the Munster
Council to it’s runai, Sean Mac
Carthaigh, to invite Galway into
the provincial hurling champion-
ship for a period of three years
starting in ’59. The Munster Con-
vention had, of course, to first
agree to this and if the body threw
out the Cork motion that would
finish the matter.

The conditions governing the
invitation included grants to Gal-
way hurlers if they got to the
Munster final as to other Munster
counties, grants too for each
juvenile hurling team in Galway,
and grants to fields at half the
amount given to Munster counties
(this has since been doubled I
hear). Injuries were covered in the
normal way and the Westerners
would have the usual two dele-
gates to the Council with their
right of speech naturally enough

confined to hurling championship
matters.

EAMONN YOUNG looks at Galway’s predicament

Connacht—or to

Sean Barrett of Kinsale, who
became Munster Council chairman
that year, spoke strongly in favour
of Galway’s entry. Most of the
delegates agreed, and Galway were
anxious to come.

I didn’t feel very warmly about
the motion but couldn’t deny it
had a lot of sense.

Since then Galway have played
very enthusiastically in the Mun-
ster championship after their
annual League campaign in which
they usually did as well as some
other of our reputedly strong
counties but they never qualified
for that finalists’ grant.

At Congress a month or so ago
they tried to get back into Con-
nacht. One of their delegates
indeed made the historic suggestion
that they be sent to Connacht or to

...........

]zmmy uggan . . Galway’s
longest-serving hurler.

8

hell. In fact they were sent to
neither.

Michael Silver of Galway
thanked the Munster Council for
its help, but stated that since they
had gone into Munster the county
and club spirit had been reduced
to it’s lowest level. The spirit
which had made the western side
so tough an obstacle in the All-
Ireland semi-finals had gone, and
he felt that only by restoring them
to their rightful place in Connacht
would the county regain 1t.

Jack Barrett, stating that it
wasn’t the intention to keep Gal-
way in Munster against their will,
pointed out that the Tribesmen
were making no real alternative
proposal. If they had no real
success in Munster neither did they
win a semi-final from 1924 to 1953
while representing Connacht.

Jim Ryan of Tipperary felt that
the Western county had brought
great variety to Munster hurling
and reminded the gathering that
Galway had done pretty well in the
intermediate and under-21 com-
petitions. In addition this was the
first year of the hurling plan and
he felt that Galway should await
the outcome of it. He also felt that
the other counties of the West
would suffer if Galway returned.

Pat Fanning, of Waterford,
recalled that in some cases the All-
Ireland final could be a poor game
(if Galway, representing Connacht,
got a bye into it) and just to show
that all the opposition to the
request wasn’t from Munster,



hell®

Paddy Mullaney of Mayo told the
gathering that if the appeal were
granted Mayo would fade out for
Galway minors would beat them
every time.

Galway lost the motion and will
stay in Munster until next year
anyway when I expect another
effort will be made to fly from the
cage entered so gladly in 1959.

Galway have spent seven years
in purgatory (a place or state of
punishment where some suffer for
a time before going to heaven). If
I had my way I would send them
back to Connacht and to heaven.

The main reason is emotional,
not financial or organisational.
They want to go back; they regret
coming. Surely they are entitled to
guide their own destinies.

It is said that there is strong
opposition to the request in Gal-
way itself. That doesn’t matter.
The fact is that a motion arrives
at Congress as a result of a
majority vote and the number that
were sent unanimously could, I'm
sure, be counted on the fingers.

Sending this gallant Western
county back to it’s own province
would generate that independent
spirit which sends out on the field
hard fit teams likely to give a good
show. Keeping them in another
province against their will has, of
course, the very reverse effect.

If Galway go back to Connacht
they should now work to raise the
standard. After all with a fair spell
of good competition and tough

(Continued overleaf)
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When you put pleasure first, you find that of
all cigarettes, only Player’s please so much
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ow {0 rent a
19" television
without paying
5 months renta
in advance®

Call to RTV

RTV have a limited number of decontrolled sets
which are free of Government regulations.

You can have immediate installation on payment
of just one month'’s rental of 36/- (weekly rate 8/4)
reducing. For this you get the incomparable RTV
service, the fastest, most efficient and courteous
service in Ireland — with free maintenance,

free parts and free insurance. You have no worries

when you rent from RTV.
% Government Regulations.

Decontrolled sets available include

19" BUSH in perfect RTY ?‘nndiﬁﬂn. 8 , u?e’eé!y
RTV ensure that you have first class /
televiewing at all times. RTV service Reducing

is “always with a set’’ service.

RTV

® 40 Upper Baggot Street, Dublin. Phone 62701/5. @ 19 Grafton
Street, Dublin. Phone 70252/3. ® 3 North Earl Street, Dublin.
Phone 47332. ® 53 Upper Dorset Street, Dublin. Phone 40141.
® 8 Rathfarnham Road, Terenure. Phone 907013. ® 91 Lower
George’'s Street, Dun Laoghaire. Phone 806954-5-6.

® 30 Branches throughout the country.
m
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(From previous page)
league campaigns they should be
better than seven years ago. And
what matter if they win out in
Connacht. What about Laois and
Offaly and Carlow ? They haven’t
thrown in their sponge because
of Dublin, Wexford and Kilkenny.

If a one-sided All-Ireland final is
feared why not have Congress
decree that for the moment Gal-
way will play in the All-Ireland
semi-final ? For this game played
before a big Croke Park crowd in
the summer have no doubt that the
county would work very hard to
play well. And I remain convinced
that fifteen well-trained Galway-
men form as tough an obstacle as
one could meet,

Before sitting down to write the
column I drove over to the North
Infirmary in Cork to see Denis
Conroy the well-known Cork dele-
gate to Congress and one of the
Corkmen on the Munster Council.

Lying in the bed from which I
hope he has risen by now, Denis
was ready to talk about Galway’s
request for as long as I liked.

As usual he can see both sides of
the story, but feels that the wvital
thing is that hurling in Connacht
must not be harmed and this 1s
possible on the return of Galway
as Paddy Mullaney indicated.

Denis Conroy’s solution is that
the Galway senior team should
remain in Munster and that the
minors, the under-21 and the
intermediate sides should play in
Connacht.

Perhaps the compromise gives
our western friends something on
which to chew in the next twelve
months. In the meantime I hope
that the men in maroon will train
hard for this Munster champion-
ship in which after seeing them in
the League they have as good a
chance as anyone else down here
of knocking Tipperary.

And if they become that good
we’ll all be glad to see them get to
hell out of here.



Clare and Limerick in action in the Hurling League at Ennis on March 20th,

CLARE THE
SURPRISE

PACKET
OF LEAGUE

MOONDHARRIG'S DIARY

OBODY was surprised to see
Tipperary and Kilkenny come
through to the semi-finals of the
first division of the National
hurling League from their division,
but the arrival of Cork and Clare
from the other section must have
surprised some people.

Cork certainly provided no great
shock by qualifying, although after
Clare had beaten the Leesiders
before Christmas, I for one thought
that the odds must be on Clare
and Limerick going through to the
final.

But Cork came back to earn
their place in the semi-finals, and
indeed I know some men by the
Lee who are quietly confident that
Cork will beat Kilkenny and thus
advance to the decider.

Clare, on the other hand, have
proved themselves the surprise side
of the League thus far, and while
it might be asking a bit much of
them to bring off the sensation of
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the hurling decade by defeating
Tipperary, I am well prepared to
bet that they will give the cham-
pions a run for their money at
Croke Park.

After all, these Clare lads shaped
extremely well on their last wvisit
to Croke Park, when they gave
Dublin a well deserved beating,
and a repeat of that form might be
more than even Tipperary had
bargained for.

And it is well to remember that,
on the only occasion thus far that
Clare have won the National
League, it was in Croke Park that
they achieved their victory. That
was in the 1945-46 season and
Dublin and Clare qualified for the
final. The decider was played in
Limerick and resulted in a draw,
Dublin, 1-6; Clare, 1-6. The replay
was fixed for Croke Park, and
Clare supporters did not think
their favourites would stand much

(Continued page 13).
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pays a bonus in the dairy

Hot water supply enables you to qualify for bonus payments on your milk.
With a 12-cow herd profit can be four times as great as the repayments and running
costs on an electric water heater. If you have more than 12 cows your profits would

be even bigger.
Choose the water heater best suited to your needs with the help of your E.S.B.

representative.

Burco Boiler Wash-Trough Sterilizer 10-Gallon
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chance against Dublin on the
latter’s home ground.

But all the gloomy prophets were
proved wrong, for, despite a torren-
tial shower in the second half,
Clare won well over the better-
fancied Dubliners to take the
National Hurling league trophy for
the one and only time to date.

Stars of that victory were the
Solan brothers. One of them, Fr.
Jackie Solan, 1s now chairman of
the Galway County Board and a
great force behind the hurling
revival, while the other brother,
Dermot, is a well-known pro-
fessional man in the Midlands.

In the defence that day no man
played better than Dan Mclnerney,
who can hardly have foreseen at
that time that he would yet be so
closely associated with the building
of the wonderful new Hogan
Stand, for it was the Mclnerney
firm that gained the contract about
a decade ago for that massive
structure. But then neither Dan
McInerney nor Dermot Solan
found anything strange about
playing in Croke Park, as both had
often starred there with the hurling
teams of University College during
their Dublin student days.

The odds seem to be against the
present team of Clare hurlers doing
as well as their predecessors of
1946, but it is good to see Clare
in the closing stages of the
National League, even after a lapse
of twenty years.

There are some Vvery promising
hurlers on this Clare side, and
from what I have seen of them I
was particularly impressed by Pat
Cronin a forward fit to hold his
own in any company, while Pat
Henchy, recently back on the side,
was very prominent when playing
for the U.C.D. championship side a
couple of years ago along with
Donie Nealon of Tipperary and
Ted Carroll of Kilkenny.

But no hurling team will be
more welcome back to Croke Park
than the Kerry hurling side that we
saw defeat Antrim in the League

....

. better than

Niall Sheeh
ever—as a hurler !

Division II semi-final the other
Sunday. These lads from the King-
dom played fine hurling indeed,
and one man to whom I take off
my hat is Niall Sheehy. Niall, after
a very distinguished career, has
retired from the intercounty foot-
ball scene. Now I don’t know
whether it is that he has more time

now to devote to the camdn game
or not, but he certainly seemed to
me to be a better hurler that day
against Antrim than he had ever
previously shown himself to be at
Croke Park.

It is a grand thing, anyway, 1o
see hurling resurgent in Kerry, and
a great thing, too, to see the lead-
ing football county setting such a

magnificent example to all the
other football counties in this
respect.

I for one, am extremely glad that
the earlier decision to hold the
All-Ireland football semi-final at
half-four were reversed and that
the game will start in future at
three-thirty. That hour would have
made a vital difference to a great
number of people, and very par-
ticularly to the people in Dublin,
who start work fairly early on
Sunday evening. We are too oiten
prone to forget that, for a certain
percentage of the population,
“Monday morning” means SiX
o'clock on Sunday evening. In
many country areas, “milking
time” is usually between five and
six o’clock, and I do not think the
half-four start would have been
very welcome in those places
either.

Twelve players

R the second successive year
a group of Gaelic Sports jour-
nalists attached to the national
newspapers have selected eight
footballers and four hurlers to visit
the United States where they will
appear in a series of games in aid
of Cardinal Cushing’s Latin Ameri-
can mission fund. As a scheme of
awards for playing ability and ser-
vice to the games this 1s some-
thing which has not yet received
the publicity and commendation it
deserves — certainly not anything
like that conferred upon other
awards of a less worthy nature,
The players will travel to the
U.S. on May 19th and will take
part in games in New York Boston,
Chicago and Hartford. They are:
Football—Donie O’Sullivan (Kerry),
Con O’Sullivan (Cork), Jimmy
Whan (Armagh), Sean Ferriter
(Donegal), Cathal Flynn (Leitrim),
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on trip to U.S.

Tony Whyte (Roscommon), Mick
Carley (Westmeath), Pat Collier
(Meath). Hurling — Austin Flynn
(Waterford), Bernie Hartigan
(Limerick), Pat Dunny (Kildare),
Christy O’Brien (Laois). The
players were presented with their
air tickets at a banquet in the
Gresham Hotel, Dublin on April
23rd.

In choosing the group the selec-
tors were unable to consider mem-
bers of teams who might be en-
gaged in the Hurling League home
final on May 22nd and the hurling
and football matches at Wembley
Stadium on Whit Saturday.

The Cardinal Cushing games
were inaugurated by Mr. John
(Kerry) O’Donnell in 1963. Twelve
players from Ireland also took part
in the fixtures last year and helped
to raise 27,000 dollars for the
Cardinal’s mission fund.
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THE ANSWER TO LIMERICK’S INTER-COUNTY HURLING PROBLEMS ?

Wanited:
just

one
boss/?

IMERICK hurling should be on
top of the world just now.
Primary school activity on a very
extensive scale has Dbeen the
pattern, particularly in the city
area, over a lengthy period. The
Christian Brothers and some
dedicated national teachers are
doing wonderful work in this
regard and it is true that every
boy between ten and fourteen has
the opportunity of playing Gaelic
games and is urged to do so.

The position after that was not
altogether satisfactory for some
years and it was felt that many
were being lost to the G.A.A. at
this stage.

The activities of the City
Juvenile Board has been stepped
up considerably over the past few
seasons and now a sufficiency of
competitions are being organised at
Under-14, Under-15, Juvenile and
Minor levels to see the average
youth over their school years.

The other areas of the county
are now also keeping pace and the
opportunities certainly exist to a
greater degree than at any previous
period.

On the Colleges front Limerick
C.B.S. are, of course, very much
in the Gaelic picture all down the
years but mention too must be
made of the good work being done

says
Seamus O Ceallaigh

in the Diocesan College of St.
Munchins, by the boys of the
Salesian and Redemptorist Colleges,
by Adare and Doon C.B.S. and
Hospital De La Salle.

The four divisional boards are
doing a splendid job and the City
Board in particular is rated one of
the busiest G.A.A. bodies in the
country. This year it has thirteen
different competitions 1n progress
and a grand total of 122 teams
participating.

Some years ago concern was €xX-
pressed at the small number of
senior teams in the county and it
was feared that too much interest
centered in the junior champion-
ships, which attracted consider-
able attention.

There has been a spectacular
rise in senior teams in recent years
—the hurling line-out advancing
from 12 in 1964 to 22 last year,
and 31 this season. In football 16
teams are now in the lists—the
result no doubt of the good show-
ing by the county senior team last
year.

Lack of a sufficiency of playing
fields has been a big difficulty by
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Shannonside for some years but
this has been remedied to a large
extent, and even the city, with four
first-class venues, 1is not eXx-
periencing the same troubles as in
other days, although much still
remains to be accomplished in this
respect.

In the intercounty field, apart
from the spectacular improvement
shown by the senior footballers in
1965 perhaps the greatest achieve-
ment has been the success of the
minor hurlers, who have contested
three All-Ireland finals since 1958
—their only previous apperance in
a national decider in this grade
being in 1940,

Limerick C.B.S. have returned
as a powerful force in College
ranks, winning the Dr. Harty Cup
in three successive seasons, follow-
ing a lapse of over thirty years.

Limerick with 164 clubs 1s one
of the best organised counties,
being only headed by Cork (238),
Wexford (191), Galway (184) and
Dublin (177).

Local interest in the games was
never higher than it is at the
moment in Limerick and the gate
receipts from championship
matches last season created a new
record.

I have been asked the question:
“What is wrong with Limerick
hurling ?”” and all I can say is that
never was progress less measured
by the performance of the county
team than in this instance.

Limerick have certainly failed to
hit the hurling headlines in recent
years and it is not easy to pinpoint
the reasons.

As a first step towards solving
the problem I think what is badly
needed is one individual to take
charge of the team and accept full
responsibility for changes, etc,
during the course of a game.

In these days when the position
of team captain no longer means
what it did in the long ago the

(Continued overleaf)



(From previous page)
appointment of one man to take
complete control is absolutely
essential. We have all seen too
many games lost by a multiplicity
of bosses not to realise the import-
ance of this move, which has been
stressed time out of number and
in almost all counties.

Too much chopping and chang-
ing by the selectors has not helped
Limerick. We have had some very
good teams and individuals who
showed plenty of promise, and
would I am sure with a bit of
patience and perseverance have
produced results. The mentors
panicked following even some good
performances and the opportunity
of building valuable team ex-
perience was lost.

The players too must shoulder

their share of the blame. Many of
them suffer from a lack of con-
fidence in their ability to measure
up to the best in other counties,
and this has undoubtedly affected
their approach to the big games.

The inferiority complex has
resulted in a carelessness about
training and a couldn’t-care-less
attitude towards the sacrifices
demanded of any players destined
to get any place in the Gaelic
world.

Maybe that’s taking the charit-
able viewpoint but anyway the fact
remains that all too many of our
present-day exponents are not pre-
pared to put enough into their
preparations to get anything worth-
while out of their games.

The County Board are doing
everything in their power to pro-

vide training facilities but so far
the response of many of those
invited to participate has been most
disappointing.

A big challenge faces the players
early next month when they meet
All-Ireland champions, Tipperary,
at Cork in the opening round of
the Munster Championship.

There is no doubt the county
has the material to win this game
but the big question mark remains
the approach of the players to the
engagement. If they go into it with
the right spirit, train earnestly and
with dedication, and turn out fit to
stick the toughest hour, then I
have no doubt but that victory will
be theirs,

If they fail then the question
“What is wrong with Limerick
hurling ?”” will remain unanswered.
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Presidents

of
the G.A.A.—1

This is the first article in

a new series which will
spotlight, month by month,
the men who have held
the highest office in the
Association since its

foundation on MNovember

Ist, 1884.

PECULIARLY enough, with the

passing of the years, the name
and fame of Maurice Davin seems
to have faded considerably within
the ranks of the G.A.A. Nowadays
we tend to recall Michael Cusack a
hundred times for every time we
mention the name of Davin. Yet,
they were co-founders of our As-
sociation and, if Cusack was the
first Secretary, Davin was the first
President, and in fact was still
President long after Michael
Cusack had ceased to be an officer
of the Association which the pair
of them brought into being at
Hayes’s Hotel in Thurles, on
November Day, 1884.

Maurice Davin’s name, however,
had been famed in Ireland and far
beyond before the G.A.A. was ever
dreamt of. He was born in the
family home at Deerpark, just out-
side Carrick-on-Suir, on June 29,
1842, an era in which the Davins
had been living for two hundred
years, having settled in the Suir
Valley after coming South to fight
with Hugh Dubh O’Neill’'s Ulster-
men against Cromwell at the siege
of Clonmel.

He was a child during the worst
of the Great Hunger, but grew up
to be a magnificent specimen of
Irish manhood, six feet in his

[ MAURICE DAVIN

— By
TERENCE ROYNANE

stockings, and fourteen stone in his
prime.

Despite his later fame as an
athlete, Maurice Davin was far
better known as an oarsman in his
younger days. His family were
closely associated with the river-
trade on the Suir, and, as a stroke
on racing boats, it is stated that he
was only once beaten. Indeed his
reputation as an oarsman was only
equalled by his fame as a builder of
boats.

In his twenties, Davin also had a
tremendous reputation as a boXer.
He beat various British army
champions around Carrick and
Clonmel and is said to have gone
a few rounds, and very creditably
at that, with John Heenan, “the
Benecia Boy” in an exhibition bout.

His athletic prowess had long
been evident, but he was 26 years
old before he ever appeared in
competition. That was in 1868 at
Gurteen, where he tied for first
place in the high jump. In the
following year at Tramore he won
the high jump, but it was not until
the early 1870’s that he really made
his mark on the athletic fields.

Having showed his versatility at
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many meetings in the South,
Maurice Davin first came to a
Dublin sports meeting in 1873,
winning the hammer event at the
Civil Service sports. In 1875 he
won two Irish titles, the hammer
and the 16 1b. shot, two events
which he also won in the first
athletics international between Ire-
land and England in Dublin in
1876. Incidentally, three of the
Davin brothers, Tom, Pat and
Maurice were on the Irish team
that day, and Maurice challenged
to a test of strength, walked forty
yards carrying the two Dbiggest
members of the English team on
his shoulders !

Through the next few years he
was virtually unopposed in the
hammer and shot events when he
appeared and, in 1879, retired from
active competition.

Yet, in 1881, when his brother
Pat crossed to Birmingham for the
British championships, Maurice,
who travelled with him, decided at
the last moment to compete both
in the hammer and the shot, and,
though then in his fortieth year,
won both events so that the Davins
won four titles between them, for
Pat took both high and long
jumps.

But it was after his retirement

(To Page 19).
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(From Page 17).

that he really became the doyen of
Irish athletics. He was in demand
everywhere as a sports judge, for
his reputation for sportsmanship
and fair play was nation-wide.
Once, when brother Pat seemed
likely to break the world record,
Maurice would not let him go on
in the high jump because he
helieved the fall of the ground
favoured the competitors.

When the question of founding
a National athletic association was
mooted, Maurice Davin was one of
the first men consulted. He was
strongly opposed to basing such an
association in Dublin and it was
probable that his influence
had a great deal to do with the
foundation taking place in Thurles.
When the Association was
founded, he was the obvious choice
for first President, and his tremen-
dous personal prestige throughout
the country brought the cream of
the country’s athletes behind the
new movement from the start.

He remained as President for
some years, but, when the Associ-
ation found itself something of a
battleground between the Fenians
and the Parliamentary party, he
resigned from office, and took no
personal part in the stormy Thurles
Convention of 1887. Yet he gladly
returned when the controversy
ended, to become President again
of the reunited Association. Fol-
lowing criticism of the losses on
the American “Invasion” of 1888,
he resigned again in 1889 and
never again resumed an official
position in the G.A.A.

At that time, there were those
who accused Maurice Davin of
running away from difficulties that
faced the Association. But they
completely misunderstood the man.
Davin hated contention and con-
troversy of any kind. The
friendliest of men, he would not
willingly make an enemy of any-
one, and preferred to retire from
the scene rather than in any way
cause further dissension.

After resigning for the second
time from the Presidency, he
remained a great friend of the
Gaels for nearly forty years, and
was a noted figure for decades at
many a big game and athletic meet-
ing. An All-Ireland final was

~ played on a pitch he made avail-

able near Deerpark. He was long in
demand as an athletics judge, and
was the only Irishman chosen to
officiate when the Olympic Games
were revived in 1896.

In private he was a genial and
kindly man, a noted traditional
violinist and the best of good com-
pany. He is still remembered in his
native Carrick-on-Suir as one of
the “real old stock”, and he should
never be forgotten by the Associ-
ation he did so much to found.

This series on Presidents of the
G.A.A. will be continued each
month.
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Dr. Jim Brosnan, chairman
of the Kerry Co. Board, who
was elected a Trustee of the
G.A.A. for the second
successive year at Congress
on March 20th.

MEN AT THE TOP IN ULSTER

Sean Stinson of Antrim

By JOHN O. GRANT

O person has played a greater
part in Antrim G.A.A. affairs
during the past twenty-five years
than Sean Stinson, present vice-
chairman of the Co. Board. Since
his election as Secretary of the Eire
Og club in Belfast in the early
1930’s, to the present day, he has
held a variety of official positions
in the county.

The majority of G.A.A. officials
only consider taking office when
their playing days are OVeT. Such
was not the case with Sean Stin-
son. As he himself says, “ Although
I played some hurling with Eire
Og, my sole ambition was to be-

come a successful legislator.”
His worth as an official was soon

recognised. In the late 1930’s he
became Registrar of the South
Antrim Board. Then in 1943 he
was elected Co. Secretary, a posi-
tion he held with distinction until

19

1963. In that year he was forced to
retire for health and business
reasons. Since then he has been
Antrim vice-chairman.

Sean’s election as Co. Secretary
coincided with the beginning of a
golden era for Antrim hurling and
football. In 1943 to the amazement
of Gaels everywhere, Antrim hur-
lers defeated both Galway and Kil-
kenny to qualify for the All-Ireland
final. However in the final they en-
countered a brilliant Cork side,
powered by such stars as Christy
Ring and Jack Lynch, and were
well beaten. The spotlight then
switched to the footballers and
their efforts to capture highest
honours in 1946 and 1951 won for
the county many admirers.

In recent years however, the
football performances of the
Antrim team have given little

(Continued Page 47).
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with SEAN O'DONNELL

N the old days Kerry footballers
used to be found rather than
developed. But things have now
changed. The Kingdom now finds
that, if it is to stay at the top in
the football world, it needs 1its
juvenile and minor grades and
. needs to develop its football talent
. "r“’ﬁ%’; - 4 from an early age so as to mallce
ﬁé;/xﬁigf - . . sure that when required there will
o ; ' Vo, i be men ready and able to don the
green and gold.

Still there are the exceptions—
like Michael Gleeson, whom the
Kerry selectors produced out of
the hat a few months ago and
Jaunched into top grade senior
competition.  Michael, like so
many great Kingdom stars of the
past had never previously repre-
sented the county in any grade.

Like many Kingdom heroes of
other days too, he is a student of
St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra,
and will shortly graduate as a
teacher to take his place in what
must surely be the traditional
profession of Kerry footballers.

I recently had the following con-
versation with Michael :—

O’Donnell — Were you sur-
prised to be selected for the
Grounds Tournament semi-final ?

Gleeson—Very surprised—and,
of course, delighted.




O'D—Why do you think you
were selected ?

G.—] understand it was on the
strength of a game with East
Kerry a few weeks previously.

O’'D. — What did it feel lLike
stepping out in Croke Park for
such an important game ?

G.—Well it was a bit nerve-
wrecking but I was very conscious
of the honour of wearing a Kerry
jersey.

O’'D.—And, of course, ye were
beaten. What do you think 1is
wrong with Kerry football of late ?

G.—I don’t really know. I sup-
pose a county cannot be on top
all of the time. If they were,
things would go kind of dull

O’D.—Do you agree that Kerry’s
traditional catch-and-kick style 1s
on the way out?

G.—I certainly hope not. A lot
of people seem to think so but
[ doubt it. It would take only a
good Kerry team to put it back
into fashion again.

O’'D. — What player have you
most looked up to while growing
up ?

G.—Mick O’Connell, Also John
Dowling who gave so many lion-
hearted performances,

O’D.—What do you think made
Kerry a great football power down
the years ?

G.—Tradition which bred great
footballers and consciousness of
the responsibility to live up to
the deeds of the previous genera-
tion.

O’D.—But there was no tradi-
tion at the turn of the century.
One might say that tradition did
not come into it until the 1920 era.

G. — Nationalism contributed
much to the early development of
the game. From the early 1920’s
it was joined by tradition.

O’D—Are you convinced that
Kerry will remain a football
power ?

G.—I1 am,

MOW TWE WORLD'S
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out of the frying pan...
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The Ulster team which de

More
honours
for

Doherty

By I
OWEN McCANN

feated Leinster and went on to overcome Munster and so recorded
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their fourth successive Railway Cup victory.

AN Ulster inter-provincial foot-
baller apart from all others
. . . that's Paddy Doherty. When
Ulster equalled on St. Patrick’s
Day the Leinster 1952-’55 record
of four Railway Cup football titles

in a row, the dynamic Down

marksman added a number of
noteworthy ~ distinctions to his
ever-growing and highly impres
sive list of achievements.

First of 'all, he was the only
player to figure in all eight games
in that record equalling run.
What’s more, he was not forced
to go off in any one game. How-
ever, while this is a record for the
North, two Leinster men, Ollie
Freaney (Dublin) and Stephen
White (Louth), also played in all
eight games in their province’s
four-in-a-row success, and, like
Doherty, neither had to retire at
any stage in any one game.

Then, the Ballykinlar man, who
filled the left half forward post in
every one of the eight ties and set
a new scoring record for a four
titles in succession run. Kevin
Heffernan was Leinster’'s chief

- marksman in 1952-55 with 5-25

(40 pts.) in seven games (he was
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dropped for the 1955 semi-final),
at an average of 5.71 minors an
outing. This total gave him a lead
of 30 points over his nearest rival
in the scoring chart, Ollie Freaney.
Doherty landed seven points
more than Heffernan at 4-35,
although, of course, he played one
same more than the Dubliner.
Even so, he still also has slightly
the better match average at 5.87
points. His most successful scor-
ing hour was against Connacht in
the 1965 final, when he recorded
at 12 points the highest total by
one player in a football final in the
past 11 years. -
This bachelor of the scoring
science from the Mournes and his
county-mate’ Sean O'Neill were
both in victorious Ulster teams for
the fifth time in a Railway Cup
final last St. Patrick’s Day. - Both
won Railway Cup medals on the
actual: field of play for the first
time in 1960. Until this year, Tom
Maguire was the only Ulster man
to figure in five successful Railway
Cup finals. The Cavan stalwart
won his first medal in 1956, and
his last in 1965. However, Doherty

“(Continued Page 45).



TWO CONFLICTING OPINIONS ON THE CURRENT STRENGTH OF WATERFORD

ARCH, 17, 1965, was Frankie

Walsh’s day. Many had said
he had gone well over the hill—
even the Munster selectors
appeared to have held that view
when originally they sat down to
select the provincial side. But
all were wrong. On March 17
Walsh was magnificent. He gave
to Croke Park that touch of class
which had been missing since they
took away Christie Ring.

Afterwards I sought him out
and we had the following conver-
sation :—

O’Donnell—What makes a great
hurler ?

Walsh — More than anything
else, T would say a love of the
game.

O’'D.—How does one go about
acquiring skill like that displayed
by you in Croke Park to-day ?

W.—By using his hurley con-
stantly. And I don’t mean that
as a short answer. What I really
mean is that the hurley must
become almost part of the player.
He must use it on every possible
occasion—be it to play a ball or
simply cut the heads off daisies.

O’D.—Do you expect Waterford
to return to the big-time in the
near future ?

W.—We are in the big-time. As
far as I am concerned we are never
out of it. There can be only one
All-Ireland champions each year

but there can be a lot of con-
tenders aspiring to be the cham-
pions the following year. Water-
ford always aspire to be champions
—and at times are champions.

O’D.—You must agree that the
county has been very inconsistent
of late ?

wW.—If we won them all we
would be champions. No, what is
happening in Waterford at present
is that we are going through a
transitional period. We had a
great team from 1957 to 1965.
The team was little changed dur-
ing all of those years. But changes
had to come and the selectors are
now trying to blend together
another great team. This cannot
be done overnight. The material
is there—at least I believe that
it is. As soon as the team finds
its feet so to speak we will be
off again. This is not inconsis-
tency—it is the closing of an era
and the opening of another.

O’D.—How soon could you see
the new-look Waterford side find-
ing 1its feet and slipping tnto
gear ?

W.—It is impossible to put a
date on such a thing. But it can
happen any time and a county
must always be ready for it. One
day you are nowhere and then
suddenly you are on the way,

O’D.—Tipperary  appear  un-
beatable at present, but, of course,

24

FRANKIE WALSH (

the day will come when they will
fall. What county do you see
bringing them down ?

W.—Waterford, and I mean
that with all sincerity and con-
viction. All we need is to slip
into gear and we will do it. And
mind you this could happen sooner
than many people expect. You just
wait and see.

0O’D. — How come you are SO
convinced of this. It seems a bit
of a tall order so to speak ?

W. — Because when Waterford
are going well they can invariably
beat Tipperary. Ourselves and

HEN shall we again see Water-
ford contesting one of the
major finals at Croke Park ? When
shall we have the special pleasure
which their appearances in big
games give to those occasions 7
The answer, it seems, must be in
the vaguest terms, for by all ap-
pearances of their latest outings,
the glory has waned and the touch
has vanished, while the fine edge
of super-speed has forsaken many
of their stars, pursued by advanc-
ing years.

Recently I saw them play Wex-

with

WE ARE BUILI
GREAT TEAM



HURLING

o cmemetin ) SAYS:

DING ANOTHER

Wexford are the only counties of
the modern era who can claim
this. Seeing as we are in Munster
we will naturally have the first
chance of lowering the Tipperary
colours in the championship.

O0’D.—Could it happen n the
1966 championship ?

W.—Many will not agree, but I
believe it could.

0’D.—Are you satisfied with the
present groupings in the National
League ?

W.—I am. It is grand meeting
counties like Wexford, Kilkenny
and Laois whom we would

normally not meet in the cham-
pionship.

O’D.—Are you satisfied with the
G.AA.?

W.—Of course I am. And,
incidentally, one should not just
be satisfied with the G.A.A. one
should be proud of it.

0’D—Who do you rate as the
most difficult opponents you have
met in intercounty competition ?

W .—There have been so many.
However, Paddy Buggy, Jimmy
Finn, Jim English, Seamus Cleere
and Mick Burns spring quickly to
mind.

farewell to glory?

By Jay Drennan

ford in the League and Cork in the
Wembley Tournament qualifying
round, and the signs were there for
all to see, of weakening power and
the absence of reserves good
enough to take the places of those
who have reached and are ap-
proaching the age of honourable
retirement. In spite of defeat
against Tipperary before Christmas
in the National League, 1 found

many supporters of Waterford
hurling in high spirits, all very
hopeful that they had not reached
the end of the road. They were
chortling about the form of Tom
Cheasty, who has always been
looked upon as somewhere like the
equivalent of any three men among
the Waterford fans, and, indeed, in
truth, the form of the team as a
whole has so often depended on
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his form that they often seemed
justified in their view.

It was the opinion of most know-
ledgeable judges that his play
against Tipperary was of the one-
man team variety, and many were
severely disappointed at the sub-
sequent selection of the Munster
team without giving him a place.
But, besides his good form, your
Waterford man had plenty of other
things to make him winter with
some hope: the promise of the
newcomer at centre-field — then

(Continued next page).



WILSON HARTNELL

Investing in
Ireland’s future

A wind of change has blown over
Ireland. The hum of the conveyor
belt has replaced the sentimental
strains of the harp. A rapidly
developing country is growing up—
full of promise for the future. But
development is costly. And that's
why the Hibernian Insurance is
Investing its funds in Ireland. So
when you take out a policy with
the Hibernian (against accident,
fire, theft or almost anything else)
it's more than just an insurance
cover. It's an investment in the
future of your country.

HIBERNIAN

INSURANCE
B d o e R L O e

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL UNION ASSURANCE GROUE

HAWKINS HOUSE
HAWKINS ST. DUBLIN 2.
PHONE 72911

(From previous page)

only a junior hurler at club level—
Willie Walsh of De La Salle. (the
city club). There was also the good
form of John Kirwan left over as
one of the few things worth re-
membering from the disastrous two
games in the Munster champion-
ship against Cork, in the previous
summer. There was Austin Flynn,
indisputably the finest full-back in
the game, and Tom Cunningham,
one of the most stylish and safe
backs playing, and Jimmy Byrne,
still a young man with plenty of
quality hurling in him.

Frankie Walsh was playing at
club and county level as though
he was far from finished; Joe
Condon was showing fine form at
centre-back; Ned Power was still
in the top rank of goalkeepers;
Larry Guinan had much of the
power and finesse of his best days;
Seamus Power could still hit a

. SEAMUS POWER.

mean ball when needed; and even
if Mick Flanelly were considering
retirement, he was even at this
stage near enough to the complete
hurler.

Then there were newcomers who
were promising big things: a hard
and skilful John O’Donnell from
Ballyduff-Portlaw, who had had a
very successful year in the Inter-
mediate championships for the
county; and two clubmates of his
Jackie and Frank Whelan. Sonny
Walsh has clearly the makings of
an  accomplished corner-back:
Tommy Hearne could reach the
heights at times; Enright of Abbey-
side had shown much promise
when tried in a few winter-time
games; while, from Tourin, a club
in the Western end of the county




which had produced an uncom-
promising team of great physical
strength and hurling skill in the
early fifties but had since fallen on
evil days, came a first-time hurler
of the old school in Ollie Wilkin-

s0n.

All in all there was time and
reason for hope during the Christ-
mas season: the turkey must have
tasted better withal. But, thus early
in the new season, the pleasant
taste has changed to rue in the
mouth as almost every player has
failed to live up to expectations,
and the team as a whole has failed
to knit. None but the most con-
firmed gambler or the most rabid
fanatic would lay much upon a
Waterford victory in this year’s
All-Treland championship.

It was, perhaps, the pathetic per-
formance against Cork which
finally confirmed the disillusion. It
would not be such a serious busi-
ness being defeated by Cork any
other year, or any other time, for
Cork are always good triers and en-
thusiastic hurlers even when not of
the first quality as a team. But this
game put Waterford hearts properly
in the dump because of the
pathetic quality of the Cork team,
which could play so badly and still
have some three goals to spare
over the Decies men in a low
scoring game and in the home of
Waterford hurling, and with a big

and victory-hungry crowd waiting
for something to cheer about.

Waterford will, doubtless, mould
a moderate team before the cham-
pionships come round: good
enough to have a very good chance
against all but Tipperary. They
must be, yet, as good as anything
Cork, Limerick, Clare or Galway
can produce, for they have some
players of massive experience and
great skill, in spite of some slowing
down with the passage of time.
But Ned Power, if recovered fully
from a rather serious injury in the
early minutes of the Wembley pre-
liminary, Austin Flynn, Tom Cun-
ningham, Larry Guinan, Joe
Condon, Tommy Hearne, Tom
Cheasty, Frankie Walsh, and pos-
sibly Mick Flanelly and John Bar-
ron, are players of such know-how
that any team formed around them
will not be easily beaten by any
but the best.

But, it can only be a temporary
flurry even if they attain some suc-
cess this year. The root of the
problem lies in the absence of
good enough young players snap-
ping at the heels of the veterans,
impatient for their places. Too few,
alas, too few. And this is inevitable
in view of the fact that hurling
within the county has been on the
downward slide for years. Senior
clubs have been dwindling in num-
ber and declining in quality with a

startling suddenness. Only fve
played in the county champion-
ship last year; and outside the city
area and its immediate hinterland
there was only one. The traditional
strongholds of hurling in Dungar-
van, Cappoquin, Lismore, and all
the western end of the county
could only muster one club of
senior quality—Abbeyside.

Next year—this year, now—there
will be a number of extra senior
clubs, mostly the product of groups
of junior teams in amalgamation,
and thus it is hoped that many of
the good juniors will get some
beneficial experience of the senior
grade with its greater demands on
speed and stamina. It will increase
too, the senior championship, and
should do so without Iloss of
quality. In all, it is hoped that this
will bring several of the more
promising players in the Inter-
mediate and junior grades meore
into the reckoning for intercounty
senior places.

Attention will have to be con-
centrated on the outlines of the
hurling plan to rebuild the fabric
from the ground up. It could be a
long and weary struggle back to
the top. It cannot be achieved too
soon for the ordinary paying cus-
tomer: to him Waterford’s dashing,
attacking style has always been
welcome as a most enjoyable part
of the pattern of hurling.

Hire a Self-Drive Car from

and Ballina 13 & 202.

Ireland’s Drive Hire Ltd.

5, LOWER ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN 1. Phone : Dublin 44392 & 41257,

COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE INCLUDING PASSENGER LIABILITY COVER

AIRPORT DELIVERY AND

COLLECTION AT NO EXTRA

CHARGE
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STEDFAST
SHOES LTD.

[eading Manufacturers of
Ladies’ Medium Grade
Fashion Shoes.

Productions include the well-

known Ladies Fashion Shoes
“ARONDE” and “CINDY”.

Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan

GANLY & SONS Ltd.

ATTESTED STORE CATTLE AUCTIONS

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m.
Every Wednesday at 11 a.m.

DUBLIN CATTLE MARKET:
Attended every Wednesday for the Sale of fat cattle and sheep.

THE DUBLIN WOOL SALES:

Auctions held at regular intervals. Consignments should be
sent forward and highest available prices will be obtained. Wool
packs lent free to consignors on application.

SALES AND VALUATION OF LANDS

Livestock, Farm Produce, etc. and letting of land undertaken
in any part of Ireland.

GANLY AND SONS, LTD. M.LAA.
18/20 USHER’S QUAY, DUBLIN 8.

PHONE : 775487
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10.
13.
15.

16.

L
20.

21.

23.
28.
29
31
32.
33.
33,

ONEh  sebabd

CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS:

Iliness could cause a player’s withdrawal

from a team, thus. (9)

I outh forward who has been drawing

blood for his team with regular scores. (5)

A Roscommon goalkeeper from their

golden era. (1. 5)

A Laois centre-half with name remarkably

similar to that of 10 across. (5)

Kerry star, recognised as one of the great

half-backs of all time, who also played in

various forward positions with almost

equal distinction. (4)

A full-forward for his county and Ulster,

who developed into one of the best wing

backs, and then turned his hand to referee-

ing in which he was outstanding. (1, 7)

Late son of the Aga Khan ? (3)

Player of Gaelic games who holds more

All-Ireland medals than even Christy Ring

or John Doyle. (1, 7)

Mode of entertainment which is occasion-

ally the subject of controversy for Gaelic

games players. (6)

How to select the officers of your club—

democratically. (5)

Substitute—in the language of the film

world. (5)

1(%1 former Louth star, at right-half back.
L] 5 )

Mayo centre or full forward at the turn of

the fifties. Initials. (2)

Right back for Cavan when they won the

All-Ireland in New York (1, 6)

Kilkenny half-back, captain of the 1963

winning side. Initials. (2)

Brilliant centre-field of Tipperary, in the

period of their ascendancy in the early

fifties, whose career was cut short by

injury. (4, 5)

CLUES DOWN:

What the final whistle brings. (3)
Healthy colour from sun and wind. (3)
An age more suited to the hurler on the
ditch. (3)

Noel seems a bit mixed up. (4)

Limerick ’keeper whom many consider
t(:r%e of the best of all hurling goalkeepers
A new young Cork football star, at wing
forward. (1, 4)

Dixon who played at centre-half for
Mayo; but he does seem disturbed. (5)
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12,
14.
16.
I,
18.
22.

24,

23

26.

27.

30.

34.

BY PERMUTER

The man in charge of Tipperary’s fitness;
a fine job he does, it will be agreed. (1, 7)

You must never disagree thus with the
referee. (5)

Three parts of a defender. (3)

An emotion not unknown to those who
have suffered defeat in important matches.
(7)

Facial organ which is sometimes in the
wars. (4)

Part of the referee’s equipment. (4, 4)

Pillar of Roscemmon defence in their title
winning years—and later of many a New
York team. (6)

The magical letters which make treasurers
smile. (3)
If players cannot keep absolutely cool,
they should keep three-quarters so. (3)
A Limerick hurler and footballer of
to-day. (5)
Another part of the referees essential
equipment—though he might opt for a
more valuable coin. (35)
The sort of surface which ought be ideal
for hurling; it seems to be ideal for tennis,
at any rate. (4)
Prolific-scoring Cavan forward. Initials.
(2)

(Solution Page 48).




JOE MAHER.

N his “Looking Around” column
last month, colleague Brian
Doherty, gave some very interest-
ing facts about Jimmy Jacobs, the
American and World Handball
Champion, and queried the chances
of getting him to Ireland, so that
our own fans could see this
wonder-man in action.
When Jacobs won his world title
at the championships in New York

JACOBS VERSUS MAHER

AT AN IRISH VENUE!

in October 1964, rumours were rife
that the Great Maestro, had sug-
gested to our officials who went
out with Joe Maher and the late
Des Dillon, that he hoped to visit
Ireland in the following spring.
Unfortunately, those promises
came to nought and 1965 came and
went without any sign of Jacobs.
However, just as friend Brian
would like to see him test his

As advertised on Irish
Television and Ulster Television.

Head Office and Factory :

DUBLIN RD., KILKENNY. Phone 383

Depots: DUBLIN, CORK, GALWAY,

LIMERICK, LETTERKENNY,

ATHLONE and DUNDALK.
e e e
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mettle against our top men, so too
is the Central Handball Council
equally anxious that he should
visit our shores.

Only a month ago, at the last
Council meeting, the question of
a Jacobs visit was again mooted,
and so enthusiastically was it
received, that there is every chance
we may see him in action over here
before the year ends.

In fact there is a school of
thought which suggests that Jacobs
cannot really be termed the greatest
player in the world until he has
beaten our men on lrish soil, and
that includes, Joe Maher, who
played him such a fine game in the
1964 championships, even though
he was quite unfamiliar with the
smaller type courts.

Joe, who went to Toronto in
January ’65, as a result of repre-
sentations made to him at those
same world championships has
been cutting a clean swathe
through all opposition in Canada.

In 1965 he won a number of
tournaments, as well as the
Canadian closed doubles and the
Y.M.H.R. singles, and followed up
this year, by retaining the latter
title, the Quebec Open Champion-
ship, the Toronto City Singles, and
the Canadian Open and Closed
Singles held in Vancouver a few
weeks ago.

Some record for one, used to
playing in the big thirty by sixty
court, and with only fifteen months
familiarity with the smaller court.



What a boost it

would be for

Irish Handball

Says ALLEYMAN

As yet, Joe does not consider him-
self capable of accounting for
Jacobs, though if the match were
played here, it might be an entirely
different proposition.

Writing home recently Joe com-
mented:—*“If Jacobs decides to
comes to Ireland, let me know well
in advance so that I can take a
sudden holiday.

And at home, to challenge
Jacobs also will be a former part-
ner of Maher—Fintan Confrey,
who also hails from Drogheda. He
in fact is the epitome of the perfect
handballer.

In the Gael-Linn final recently,
I saw him at his very best—the
complete player, flawless and per-
fect in his every movement. In
accounting for the cream of the
country’s players, he kept a packed
gallery spell-bound, a silent mass,
just marvelling at the genius of a
player who never put a foot (or
hand) astray.

For over ten years now Confrey
has been to the forefront, and
though he has always been recog-
nised as a perfectionist, never did
he turn in such a performance as
in this Gael-Linn final.

WORRIED OVER WHAT

PRIZE TO GIVE? WHY NOT

GIVE A HELY’S GIFT

VOUCHER, IT CAN BE USED
IN ANY DEPT. OF

HELYS of

DAME STREET, DUBLIN

on a party outing
by train or bus. ..

No matter how !arge or small your
party, no matter how far you want
to go, no matter what your require-
ments are — C.I.E. can help you.

C.1.E. party travel services are idea
and economical for group travel.

As few as eight people travelling to

cether can get reduced fares on C.LE.
services. Liarger parties can charter a
bus, train or motor launch at even

lower rates.

For full details contact, Passenger
Sales Manager, 59 Upper O’Connell

Street, Dublin 1.
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ESPONSIBLE committees run-

MUNSTER MEDLEY

A SYNTHETIC HURLEY: WHY NOT?

Says Séamus O Ceallaigh

the standard of the juvenile hurley

ning under-age competitions

in both Waterford

and Limerick

have expressed dissatisfaction with

supplied by An Coiste Iomadna.

The whole kernel of the hurling
is the ability to put a

revival

IRISH TRANSPORT AND
GENERAL WORKERS’ UNION

Founded 1909

Ireland’s Largest Trade Union—150,000 Members
Reserve Fund £1,750,000

Group
No. 1

SIX

INDUSTRIAL GROUPS

Each in charge of National Group Secretary
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No. 2
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No. 5
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No. 6
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Clothing
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Dyeing
Rubber
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Shoes
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Bodies &
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Authorities
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tion

Profes-
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The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is the largest and most

powerful of Irish Unions.

It is in fact, the greatest organisation in the

country, a trade union without parallel in its national record, unrivalled

in its service of the workers of Ireland.

It has ever been—and will

always be — first in the battle for the uplift of the wage-earner.

Branches in all the principal towns in the country.

Representation in the Dail and on most Corporations, Urban Councils,
County Councils, Harbour Boards and State and semi-State concerns.
Representation on Joint Labour Committees, Joint Industrial Councils and

other negotiating bodies.

General Secretary: FINTAN KENNEDY
Head Office: LIBERTY HALL, DUBLIN, 1.

Phone Number : 488031.

Telegrams ;: OBU DUBLIN
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worthwhile stick in the hands of
every youth and at a reasonable
price. If we give them rubbish
which breaks at almost the first
impact then much of the good
work being accomplished is all too
quickly undone.

We must be realistic in this
matter and realise that a youngster
1S not going to fork out three or
four shillings at all too frequent
intervals in order to play hurling
when so many other games can be
played without the need for any
such expenditure.

This situation is all too often
met in the counties where the
hurling tradition is strong, like
those mentioned at the outset, and
it must be encountered with even
greater emphasis in what might be
termed the non-hurling counties.

Facing facts squarely we must
agree that the only lasting solu-
tion to the hurling problem is the
provision of a stick that would be
virtually unbreakable. In order to
secure this we may have to break
with tradition and go away from
long accepted standards but I hold
it is much more preferable to do
this than allow the game disappear
entirely, which could be the fate in
store for it under the -circum-
stances complained of.

Not so very long ago I had a
discussion with an executive of a
plastics factory in this country and
he assured me there was no un-
surmountable difficulty in the
manufacture of a hurley in some of
the new materials now appearing
on the market and which are prac-
tically unbreakable.

A short time afterwards I saw a
child’s hurley stick produced in a
Gaeltacht factory and made of one
of these plastics. It was very ser-



viceable and practically unbreak-
able. Designed for very young
children it is intended for use with
a ball of similar material, but it
just shows what is possible in this
field.

I am firmly convinced that all
the money we are spending at the
moment on the revival scheme will
be completely wasted unless we
can provide the hurley that will
give our youth value for their
money. 1 am satisfied it is possible
to get this stick but the Associa-
tion must provide some encourage-
ment to manufacturers to produce
it. A worthwhile prize of some-
thing in the nature of £5,000
should be offered for a hurley that
would be both reasonably priced
and durable. If we succeed in get-
ting that then the work of propa-
gating hurling will be on a solid
foundation and must succeed.

WATERFORD EXILES

Waterford Gaels in New York,
through their County Association,
are presenting two splendid Cups
for the Waterford County juvenile
championships in hurling and foot-
ball. They intend this as a special
gesture in the Golden Jubilee Year
of 1916,

Jimmy Madden of Parteen has
presented a beautiful Silver Cup
to Clare County Board for the
County Junior Hurling Champion-
ships.

KERRY PAVILION

A tidy £23,593 is the bill the
Kerry County Board must foot for
the magnificent new pavilion they
intend erecting at Austin Stack
Park, Tralee. A two storey job, the
accommodation will include four
dressing rooms complete with
showers, first aid and referees
rooms on the ground floor, with a
lounge, diningroom and kitchen
overhead.

AR DHEIS DE

Two great old stalwarts of the
games have passed to their reward.
William Mclnerney of Kilrush, who
had almost reached the ninety

mark, was in his day a noted foot-
baller with the Kilrush Shamrocks,
and was known far and wide as
“Footballer Mack”. Mooncoin-born
Larry Cantwell was a well known
hurler with a Waterford City club

of two score years ago and on one
occasion he was known to rise at
dawn to cycle fifty miles from
Carlow in order to play in a cham-
pionship match with his club. Ar
dheis Dé go raibh siad.

e GAY

Another good way to save 1s
with the M. & L.
Open that Savings Account now!

Branches throughout the country

MUNSTER & LEINSTER BANK
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Na Colaisti Samhraidh — SAOIRE 1966

Tir Chonaill

ROS GOILL. 24 mile &6 Leitir
Ceanainn. Bus.
Coldiste Ros Goill, Na Duine, Leitir
Ceanainn, Tir Chonaill.
(Eolas 0: An tAthair Mac Giolla
Earndin, St. Patrick’s Academy,
Dungannon, Tyrone.)
Cursai: (a) 27 Meitheamh—22
Tail, 1966; (b) 23 Inil — 20

Lunasa, 1966; (c) 22
Lunasa — 27 Linasa, 1966.
Buachailli agus cailini. Tailli:

Cidrsa (a), £14; Cursa (b), £20;
Cuarsa (c), £5. Aois: Cursa (a),
faoi bhun 18 mbliana. Cirsai
(b) agus (c) os cionn 18 mbliana.
Bionn ranganna do thosaitheoiri
ann.

RANN NA FEIRSTE. 40 mile 6

Leitir Ceanainn. Bus go hAnagaire,

1 mile 6 Rann na Feirste.

Coldiste Bhride, Rann na Feirste,

Leitir Ceanainn, Tir Chonaill. ’Foén:

Anagaire 25.

(Eolas 6: Seosamh O Searcaigh,

16;?1;11 Léire, Co. Li. ’Fén: Dunleer
Cursai: 5 Iuil—29 Iuil, 1966: 2
Linasa — 26 Lunasa, 1966.
Buachailli agus cailini. Taille:
£14. Aois: 10-18 mbliana.

Co. na Gaillimhe

AN SPIDEAL.
Colaiste Chonnacht, An Spidéal,
Co. na Gaillimhe. ’Fon: 24.
(Eolas 6: An tAth. N. O Donn-
ghaile, S.P., An Spidéal. ’Fon: 9
né 24.)
Cursai: 5 Iuil—29 Iuil, 1966; 2
Linasa — 27 Lunasa, 1966.
Buachailli agus cailini. Aois:
10-18 mbliana. Bionn ranganna
do thosaitheoiri ann.
TiR AN FHIAIDH.
Colaiste Tir an Fhiaidh, Tir an
Fhiaidh, Leitir Mdéir, Co. na Gail-
limhe. ’Fon : Leitir Méir 3.
(Eolas 0: Tomds Mac Ruairi, 3
Bothar Mhullach Ide, Ard Aidhin,
Baile Atha Cliath 5. ’Fén: 338414.)
Cursai: 4 Inil—30 Iuil, 1966: 3
Linasa — 29 Lunasa, 1966.
Buachailli agus cailini, Tiille:
£15. Aois: 10-18 mbliana.

Co. Chorecai

TRA BOLGAN

Tra Bolgan, An Geata Bdn, Co.
Chorcai. ’Fon: Corcaigh 61203.
(Eolas 6: Cormac Mac Cdrthaigh,
25 Sraid Phadraig, Corcaigh. ’Fon:
20412.)
Cuarsai: 4 Idil—29 Iadil, 1966; 2
Lunasa—27 Liinasa, 1966. Cail-
ini amhdin. Aois: 10-18 mbliana.

Co. Luimnigh

FAING.

Aras Ide, Faing, Co. Luimnigh.
'Fon: 10.

(Eolas 6: An Runai, Aras Ide, Faing,
Co. Luimnigh. ’Fén: Faing 10.)

Cursai: Seachtain na Cdsca
(daltai os cionn 16 bliana).
Taille: £6; 1 Iail—27 Iuil, 1966:
29 Tuil — 24 Liudnasa, 1966.
Buachailli agus cailini. Tdille:
£18. Aois: 11-18 mbliana.

Co. Phort Lairge

AN RINN.

Coldiste na Rinne, Rinn O gCuan-
ach, Sna Déisibh. ’Fén: 4.
(Eolas 6: Michedl O Domhnaill,
Colaiste na Rinne, Rinn O gCuan-
ach. ’Fén: 24.)
Cursai;: 29 Meitheamh—23 Iiil,
1966; 27 Iuil—20 Linasa, 1966.

Buachailli agus cailini. Tailli:
£21-10-0 (seomra singil);
£20-10-0 (seomra beirte nd

tridr); £19 (suanlios). Aois: os
cionn 12 bhliain. Bionn rang-
anna do dhaoine fdsta ann.
Ddil na Mumhan: 20 Linasa—
27 Liunasa, 1966. Tdille: £7.

Co. Atha Cliath

BAILE BRIGIN.

Coldiste Phddraig, Halla Hampton,
Baile Brigin, Co. Atha Cliath.

(Eolas 6: Eamonn O Murchi,
Coldiste Phddraig, Teach Y.P.,
Rotunda, Baile Atha Cliath 1.
'Fon: oifig—47771; baile—334051.)

Cursai: (a) 19 Meitheamh 9
Iuil, 1966; (b) 10 Iuil—30 Iuil,
1966; (c¢) 31 Iuil—20 Lunasa,
1966. Buachailli amhdin, cursa
(a); cailini amhdin, cursai (b)
agus (c). Taille: £18. Aois:
12-18 mbliana.

Co. na Mi

BAILE GIB.

Brd na Midhe, Baile Gib, An
Uaimh, Co. na Mi.

(Eolas 6: Seosamh O hOgartaigh,
10 Bothar na Darai, Din Droma,
Baile Atha Cliath 14.’Fén: 981772.)

Cuarsai: (a) 19 Meitheamh — 2
ILail, 1966; (b) 3 Tuil—16 Iuil,
1966; (c) 17 Iuil—30 Iiil, 1966:;
(d) 31 Iudil—13 Lunasa, 1966:
(e) 14 Lunasa—27 Linasa, 1966.
Buachailli amhdin, cursai (a),
(b) agus (e); cailini amhdin, cur-
sal (c) agus (d). Tdille: £9. Aois:
10-15 bliana.

This Advertisement
Appears Through
The Generous
Co-Operation Of
The Following :—

Lep (Ireland) Ltd.,
Tara Street, Dublin 2.

Dubtex Clothing Ltd.,
Wellington Quay, Dublin 2.

McCairns Motors Litd.,
Dublin & Galway.

A. J. Jennings & Co. Ltd.,,
Building & Civil Engineering
Contractors, Dun Laoghaire.

Educational Co. of Ireland
Ltd.

89 Talbot Street, Dublin 1.

Dean do chuid socruithe — ANOIS!



le SEAN O DUNAGAIN

EANN de na hadhmannna ata
ag an gCumann Lichleas Gael

nd an Ghaeilge bheith ina gnath-
theanga ag muintir an Chumainn.
Ag an dtaca seo, fii ambhain, ta
cuid mhaith de gné an Chumainn
dd dhéanamh tré mhedn na Gaeilge
ach t4 an 14 ag druidim orainn
nuair a bhéas an taosdg, a d’fhogh-
laim an teanga ndisiinta ar scoil,
i gceannas cursal annsin
déanfar an gné riararchdin ar fad
as Gaeilge. B’fhéidir gur as
freisin, a bhéas gno

agus

Gaeilge,
chruinnithe, sios go dti na Coisti

Chontae, déanta. I gceann scath-
aimh eile beifear ag suil le Gaeilge
ins na Clubanna—ag cruinnithe,
cursai caidrimh agus ar na pAirc-
eannt imeartha.

T4 furmhér d’oégdnaigh na tire,
go hdirithe iad sidd atd ag freastal
méanscoileanna né a gcomhionnan,
in ann an Ghaeilge a scriobh agus
a léamh. Ach nil taithi aca ar an
dteanga a labhairt; lasmuigh de na
Gaeltachta is beag caoi a bhfaigid
leis a dteanga a chleachta. Ach
t4 deiseanna aca, sa Samhradh,
chun an cleachta sin d'fhdil tre
freastal ar Choldiste Samhraidh

éigin. T4 furmhor na gColdisti
tida sa Ghaeltacht ach, peaca sa
Ghaeltacht né lasmuigh den
Ghaeltacht déibh, is muinteoiri
éifeachtachta, liofa, diograiseacha,
atd mar oidi ionnta.

Nil aon bhac ar an mac léinn
saoire sonasach a bheith aige
maraon le beagdn ceachtanna mar
is tre'n Gaeilge a labhairt, fé stiuru
na n-oidi, fhaid is atd sé ag tabhairt
faoi ghath-chursai, costil le cluichi,
sndmh, siuléidi fdn dtuaith is a
leithéid, go bhfagann sé teagasc.
Gan stré, tagann liofacht chuige 1
nganfhios dé. M4 leanann sé leis
an dteanga, pé uair is féidir leis,
taréis an Coldiste fhdgaint, ni thioc-
faidh meirg ar a chuid Gaeilge
uaidh sin amach. Ma td feith
thaoisigh ann agus gur mian leis
a chion a dhéanamh don gCumann
Liuchleas Gael, sna blianta
rémhainn, beidh sé ar a chumas
aidhm an eagrais sin, maidir le
Gaelige dhe, a chur i gcrich.

Déibh sitid gur mian leo freastal
ar Choldiste Samhraidh i gCuige
Uladh tig leo dul chuig Abhainn
Ddla, i gContae Aontroma, RoOs
Ghoill, Félcharrach, Cloc Ceann
Fhaolaidh, Gaoth Dobhair, Colaiste
Bhride Rann na Feirste, Loch an
Iubhair, Anagaire, Teileann, Col
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COLAISTI SAMHRAIDH

diste Loch Suili, Gleann Bhdrr noé
ar Oiledn Arainn Mhor 1 dTir
Chonaill.

San Jarthar td Coldisti ag An
Spidéal, ag Cérna agus ar Oiledn
Inis Thiar. I gCuige Laigheann ta
dha cheann, eadhon, i mBaile Gib
i nGaeltacht na Mi agus Coldiste
Ph4draig i mBaile Brigin, Co. Atha
Cliath.

T4 rogha mér i gCdige Mumhan,
mar atd, Baile na nGall, Fionntra,
Baile na Sceilig, Ceanntra, agus
Cnoc Bhréanainn, Baile an Bhuin-
eanaigh i gContae Ciarrai; Cul
Aodha, Trd Bolgan, Béal Atha an
Ghaorthaidh agus Colaiste Chorca
Dhuibhne i gContae Chorcai; Col-
siste na Rinne ar na Déisibh;
Coldiste fde i bFhaing, Co. Luimni,
agus ag Carraig an Chobhaltaigh
in gContae an Chlair.

Ar ndéighh, is féidir le duine
tuille eolais faoi na cursai fhdil o
Chomhdhdil Ndisitinta na Gaeilge
3 chuireann leabhrdn ar fail faoi'n
gcéanna. Md bhionn deacracht
ar bith ar dhuine, tig leis scriobh
chugam-sa faoi churam ‘Ghaelic
Sport’ agus cuirfead an t-eolas in
iomldn ar fdil d6. Ar aon bhealach
molaim go gcuirfi iarrataisi isteach
g0 lua,




Dromara football team, winners of Down “B” league. BACK ROW (L.

to R.):

i
.......

Michael McCullough, Joe

Cunmngham, Patsy McGrillen, Eamonn Lundy, Terry Greene, Tom McKay, John Magean, Tony McAllister,

Vincent O’Hare, Seamus McEvoy. SEATED (L. to R.) :

Joe Loughran, Pat Mallon, Michael O’Hare, Terry

Lawlor, Seamus McKay, James McKenny (capt.), Seamus McEvoy, Sean Cunningham, Felix Quigley, Stephen

O’'Hare.

CLUB FOCUS :

Founded on a soccer pitch!

HE Dromara club in Co. Down
may well be unique in that the
decision to found it was made on
a soccer pitch. That was back in
1941 when the area was dominated
by soccer. Twenty-five years have
brought great changes.

Dromara lies in the foothills of
Slieve Croob—close to where the
River Lagan rises and it was men
like Mick Darby, James McKenny,
John Rogan, Barney McCann
(Sen.), Jim Kelly, Josie McEvoy
and the late Barney McAllister
who brought the G.A.A. club into

DROMARA

FRONT :

existence a quarter of a century
ago.

Among the first players to wear
the royal blue of the club were
Peter McCann, John Gilmore, Dan
Braniff, Tom Jennings, Hugh Orr,
James McGrillan and probably the
best known man in the club,
Charlie Gilmore, who still plays for
the team and has a record all his
own of having giving Dromara 25
years of faithful service.

The club really got organised in
1942 and they entered in the East
Down ].F.L. but apart from win-
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Michael O’Donnell, Arty Lundy.

by MATT FITZPATRICK

ning the odd tournament or
“sevens’ no major successes came
their way.

In those years of the early "forties
many men came to work at the
local flax mill and among them
were Paddy Farrelly (Cork), Jack
Synnott (Wexford), the Brady
brothers (Cavan) and Gerry Cooke.
These men brought a new brand of
spirit and enthusiasm which re-
mains in the club to this day.
Although all have since left the
district they are well remembered
and wherever they are today the



Gaels of Dromara send their best
wishes.

In the late '40’s the club had the
services of men like Hugh Toland
(Donegal) and Mickey Downes
(Dublin) but it was 1951 before
Dromara really hit the headlines
when they won their first trophy—
the Down junior championship. The
members of this victorious team
included the six Gilmore brothers
(John, Charlie, Eamonn, Pete, Art
and Jimmy) as well as Dan who
was a substitute, Jim and Tom
Kelly, Peter, Barney and John
McCann, Sean Lavery, Dan Flynn,
Paddy Toner, Mick and Hugh

O’Hare,
But emigration drained the
club in the years which fol-

lowed and although they continued
to carry on they did not gain their
next success until 1956 when they
won the East Down League with
the assistance of men such as
Eamonn Lundy, Michael McCul-
lough, Tom Mulholland, Stephen
O’Hare, James McKenny and Owen
Callaghan the Fermanagh star and
an uncle of Felix Quigley now play-
ing with Dromara and Down.

The club had ups and downs
during the next seven years but
came 1963 and a new spirit was
born and constructive planning
began. Under the guidance of long-
serving Secretary, Frank McAvoy,
Dromara began to look ahead and
work towards the future.

The result became obvious as
early as 1964 when the club won
its section of the county league
and the county junior title, How-
ever, they later lost the latter title
on an objection.

Dromara is now one of Down’s
most progressive clubs and appears
set to take its place among Glenn
and Newry Mitchels in the near
future.

Probably the best known player
in the club is Eamonn Lundy who
has helped Down win two All-
Ireland senior medals in 1960 and
'6l. Now he is joined by Felix
Quigley who has Ulster medals at
senior and U-21.

The club fields teams at senior,
minor and schoolboy level and in
the coming year club officials are
hopeful that something can be
done about hurling in this truly
rural area.

The old school-house has been
given to the club for use as com-
mittee rooms and for training and
the club fosters ceilithe, table-
tennis, and badminton.

The club’s officers are:—Chair-
man, Rev. Canon McMullan, P.P.;
Vice-Chairman, FEamonn Lundy;

Secretary, Frank McAvoy;
Treasurer, John McKenny. Com-
mittee members: Peter McGrady,
Michael McCullough, Seamus Mc-
Avoy, Patsy McKay, Mick Darby
and Seamus McEvoy.

To Frank McEvoy, Mick Darby,
Eamonn Lundy and John Mc-
Kenny, I say thank you for having
me and assisting in this short
history of your club.

Next month I hope to have a
look at Keady, the hurling cham-
pions of Armagh.

]. ]. CONWAY & SONS LID.

Suppliers of TURNSTILES
to all Leading Sportsgrounds

80 |JAMESTOWN ROAD, INCHICORE, DUBLIN.

Telephone : 53552.
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TAKE ROOFING, FOR INSTANCE . . ..

ASBESTOS CEMENT products are incredibly versatile (some of
its uses haven’t been discovered yet). Maybe you can think of
a few. In the meantime we’ll be glad to tell you how Architects,

Builders, Farmers, Gardeners and householders all over the world
are using modern ASBESTOS CEMENT products to advantage.

Free literature on request from :

oY Y=Y R o Y ASBESTOS CEMENT LIMITED

DUBLIN 2,




VAST IMPROVEMENT IN WESTERN PITCHES

IME was when the provision
of a playing pitch was con-
sidered the great achievement.
Very few G.A.A. administrators
worried too much about the pro-
vision of proper dressing facilities
or sanitary amenities. Players
took it for granted that the ditch
was for togging in Summertime,
while the local hall might be made
available for the wetter and colder
months of the year., This was the
accepted thing. In fact the player
who voiced adverse comment on
the system was considered a
“sissy” and ‘“what was good
enough for our fathers should be
good enough for you” was the
usual reply.

But gradually the light was
seen and here in Connacht I think
we are as well equipped with
grounds and the required facilities
as in any other province. In fact
I think we are better equipped
but there is work still to be done.

Let us, therefore, take a brief
look at the position.,

Co. Galway is particularly well
endowed and Tuam Stadium really
set the headline for the rest of the
province in this respect. Opened
in 1950, it is a superb playing
pitch, capable of standing up to
any weather hardship and was

GROUNDS FOR PRIDE!

by CHRIS MURRAY

equipped with dressing rooms from
the outset. The big man behind
it in the early years was Dr. M. L.
Mooney, now President of 5t.
Jarlath’s College, Tuam and a won-
derful funds organiser.

The current man in charge 1s
Rev. Fr. Brendan Kavanagh,
another St. Jarlath’s College man
and also a fine organiser.

Tuam Stadium is all the time
improving. New and Dbetter
equipped dressing-rooms (h. & c.
water supplied and centrally
heated) were built in 1958 and a
stand erected in 1964, while sani-
tary amenities for men and women
are provided.

Other well equipped grounds in
Co. Galway are Ballinasloe, where
John Dunne works very hard;
Galway’s Pearse Stadium, being
re-surfaced at the moment, with
Canon J. O’Dea and Con Crowley
at the helm; Stephen Jordan’s
Kenny Memorial Park at Athenry;
Fr. Solon’s pitch at Kiltormer;
Mick Dillon’s “Pdirc an Chreagdin”
at Mountbellew. All are equipped
with dressing-rooms.

Then there are the pitches at
Kilbeacanty, XKinvara, Loughrea,
Ballygar, Dunmore, Gort, Ough-
terard, Renvyle, Clarenbridge and
] am sorry to say that many of
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these are not properly equipped as
yet.

But Galway is not alone in pro-
viding excellent stadia. McHale
Park in Castlebar, where Gerry
McDonald did such fine work;
Pdirc Sedn Mac Diarmada in
Carrick-on-Shannon where Georgie
O’'Toole and Tommy O’Riordan
have worked so hard; the pitches
in Sligo, Athleague, Ballymote,
Charleston, Roscommon, Ballin-
robe among others deserve to be
mentioned but some of these have
still to be equipped with dressing
facilities.

Many are on the move. Sligo’s
Markievicz Park is setting plans
afoot to rectify the situation.
Crossmolina, with Dr. Mickey
Loftus at the helm, has bought a
field. Ballina, too, is getting to
work,

The players want and deserve
better conditions. The public
have come to realise this and better
conditions are being provided. We
are moving in the right direction
but perhaps not as quickly as we
would like. Certainly we are far
better off in this matter here in
Connacht than we were ten short
years ago. In ten years time
perhaps every club will be on its
way to providing a properly
equipped playing pitch. Let us
aim at this,



Down a point—well never worry
Think of clever mid-field play
Think of strong and speedy wingers

Rounding backs, to their dismay

Think of Whiskey pure as gold
Preston’s famous 10 year old.

Scores are even—wild excitement

Think of 50’s sailing home
Think of goalmouth firey squabbles
Think of shots as hard as chrome

Think of Whiskey—finest sold
Preston’s famous 10 year old.

Leading—by a winning margin
Think of medals, cups of gold
Think of backs in staunch defiance
Think of winning by a goal
Think of drinks to celebrate
Preston’s Whiskey—really great.

(yranto
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WESTERN REFRIGERATION CO.
High Street, Tuam

Sterne

REFRIGERATION

We Supply and Service Refrigeration
Equipment for

MEAT EXPORTERS, BACON FACTORIES,
CREAMERIES, FISH and POULTRY DEALERS,
FROZEN FOODS and ICE CREAM
DISTRIBUTORS.
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Enquiries are invited and will receive prompt
attention.

Telephone 24234
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Phone : Roscrea 6.




CON MURPHY'S

"SPANNER"

R a good many years now 1

have been among those who
favoured the removal of automatic
suspension. I believed that the
game would benefit greatly and
that it would provide a new deal
for our referees. I further felt that
Congress, 1966 would bring about
the desired change. But it didn’t
and now I am glad.

Never before can I recall having
my mind changed so utterly and so
convincingly as was done on this
question at Congress.

Dan McAreavey made a fine case
when putting the Armagh motion
asking for the removal of the auto-
matic suspension. When he con-
cluded I was sure the necessary
two-thirds majority was clinched.
Then came the discussion.

First Con Murphy, the Cork Co.
Secretary, attacked the motion and
he did it in a manner which
shattered the case. Laois Co.
Chairman, Jack Conroy, then got
to work and by the time he was
finished there simply was no case
at all.

What amazes me now is why I
and a host of others, who for years
have been advocating the removal
of automatic suspension, never saw
the other side of the story.

How come we never realised the
chaos which would result ? Let us
just take two examples :

There is a county senior football
semi-final in progress and in the
course of the game the referee
orders a prominent player to the
line. However, the player’s team

,;x/WWW/%%/%% f//,f

—By BRIAN DOHERTY

Sir,—I1 purchased a copy of
your April issue in my local
newsagent’s on the last day of
March. I found the front cover
very interesting. There was a
fine drawing of the G.P.O., etc.
—but no Nelson, who in the
normal course should be visible
in the picture.

Now I happen to know some-
thing about colour printing—
how long the entire process of
art-work, block-making and
printing takes and I calculate

WE KNEW IN ADVANCE?

still goes on to win and so qualify
for the county final due for two
weeks later.

Now the question arises, will
this prominent player be playing in
the final or not? It depends on a
number of points. If, for example,
the County board does not meet
prior to the final and deal with his
case, then he will certainly be
playing, irrespective of what he did
in the semi-final.

The player’s club will naturally
not want the board to meet, while,
on the other hand, their opponents
in the county final will be most
insistent that the board should
meet prior to the final and suspend

the player.

There will be a great tug of war

with the board under pressure
from both «clubs? What, for
example, if the county chairman is
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that the drawings for your April
cover were completed at least
two weeks before Horatioc made
his lively descent from the late
Pillar.

How come this? I can only
conclude Mr. Editor that you
and your artist knew that there
would be no Pillar when your
April issue went on sale.

I congratulate you on your
clairvoyance.

A PRINTER

Dublin, 6.

a member of one of the clubs in
question ?

Surely a case which could result
in no county final being played at
all.

Or let us take the case from
another angle. Let us say that the
county board had already fixed the
date of its next meeting before the
semi-final incident and that the
meeting does take place.

Here again there will be pressure
on all sides—and especially on the
referee whose report, more than
anything else, will decide the issue.
Again it could end very nasty with
the poor referee more at the
receiving end than ever before.

That is one example. Let us take
another. A prominent county
player is put off in a club game a
week or two before the county is

(Continued overleaf.)




(From previous page.)
due to engage in an important
game.

Here we have an instance of
where everybody within the county
is on the same side. Nobody wants
Paddy suspended. So the chances
are that there will be no county
board meeting until after the
county has played its game,

And one could go on bringing
up one weird example after
another. No longer would it be a
question of a referee putting off or
not putting off a player. It would
be a situation where everybody
would be under pressure and where
the worst in human nature would
be brought forth.

Even the poor referee would be
worse off than before. Prior to
every county board meeting he
would be subject to every sort of
plea and pressure not to be too
hard on Paddy in his report. And
when the report came up for dis-
cussion it would be attacked and
contested as never before.

SOONER OR LATER YOU’LL BUY A HAYTER {Rel

Haylorcul qour grass __

I agree that in counties Cork
and Dublin the situation would not
be quite so bad as in these coun-
ties there is a board meeting every
week and suspensions, etc., would
have to be dealt with—except, of
course, in the cases where the
referee’s report had not come in!

Yes, my mind has been utterly
changed on this subject. The auto-
matic suspension system may have
its faults, but it is still the dividing
wall between order and complete
chaos.

MEMBERSHIP

And still on the subject of Con-
gress, there was that other very
important Armagh motion on the
question of defering membership of
the Association. This motion was
probably the most important on
the entire agenda and it was
passed. It cannot be but of im-
mense benefit to the G.A.A. in a

variety of ways.
DUNDALK EXAMPLE
Congratulations to Cumann Peile

na nQOg, Dundalk, who recently
brought Michedl Mac Liamoir's “I
Must Be Talking To My Friends”
to the town for one night. What
an extraordinary example of pro-
gressive thinking and initiative.

MARTYR’S SISTER

Mrs. Catherine Hanly, of Tulla-
more, who died recently, was a
sister of Bloody Sunday martyr,
Michael Hogan. Ar dheis Lidmh Dé
go raibh si.

JOHN BOSCO McDERMOTT

A fine example of loyalty to the
“little village” has been provided
by John Bosco McDermott who
has returned to play with Williams-
town, his native parish, in junior
ranks. Bosco played with Williams-
town originally, but when the club
went out of existence he joined
neighbouring Dunmore with whom
he has won fame and fortune as
it were. However, Williamstown

are now back in business again and
Bosco has returned to the old
colours despite their lowly state.

with a 26" HAYTER SCYTHE (Self-propelied) SR

# Operates efficiently in all weathers

% Cuts fine or rough, large or small areas

# Has ample power for toughest conditions

o

# Gives rapid cutting without choking

# Has low purchase price and running costs

For further details
obtain folder and prices from

SHERRARD

BALLINTEMPLE, CORK. TEL. 25203
AND AT SANTRY, DUBLIN Tel. 373633
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WHAT DOES T.V. COST THE G.A.A.?

(From Page 7.)
to a final is now 5/- and for a semi-
final 4/-. Stand prices have also
been increased.

The hard cash losses in 1966 will
therefore be greater than ever—
and this is not taking into account
the added loss which will almost
certainly come about following a
further fall in attendance.

If we were to couple the new
prices with the hypothetical attend-
ances which we figure would have
come about had there been no
television, then it is probably
correct to state that Telefis Eireann
will cost the G.A.A. in the region
of £20,000 in 1966.

And before we conclude there is
yet another point which we feel
should be considered. It has been
proven in other countries that
television causes sports followers
to lose interest in local events. If
one sees four-minute miles every
now and then on television, the

five-minute mile in the local arena
becomes an unattractive affair.
Who wants to view third-raters.

Or taking the same point from a
G.A.A. level—those of us who
reside in Dublin seldom go to a
Dublin club game because we are
too accustomed to seeing all the
great games at Croke Park. Hence
the poor attendance at the average
Dublin club game.

Now supposing our down-the-
country cousins continue to grow
accustomed to seeing the Paddy
Dohertys and the Noel Tierneys on
television, will they not, as time
goes on, think less and less of the
fumbling efforts of the local lads.
Perhaps there is even some of this
happening already and a further
“invisible” loss in revenue as a
result.

Then there is the fact that people
grow lazy. They get used to getting
their G.A.A. thrills while sitting in

an arm-chair and some such people
lose the willingness to journey to
any game—be it televised or not.
In other words attendances at large
may be suffering from the effect of
this habit of having Croke Park in
the living-room.

However, we rest our case, not
on these intangible issues, logical
though they may be, but on the
hard facts. It is clear that St. Pat-
rick’s Day and the All-Ireland foot-
ball semi-finals are most vulnerable
to television. From these three
Sundays alone the G.A.A. is losing
£9.000 per annum as a result of
television.

The All-Ireland finals are much
less vulnerable—to the tune of
£1,200 per annum. If we include
the recently increased attendance
prices and again allow for the
natural attendance increase which
would have come about this figure
is considerably increased.

In short live television costs at
least £10,000 per annum. However,
taking everything into account
£20,000 per annum might be a
much more realistic figure.

from the BLACKTHORN vulcanised range

The latest Blackthorn vulcanised range
brings you the ultimate in comfort,
strength, and durability.

Flite is light, flexible with reinforced
black calf uppers and moulded

rubber sole with sure-grip 14
Other

stud arrangement.
refinements include
large rustless alum-
inium eyelets,
slotted tongue
locks, padded
collar, sponge-
lined tongue,

hard toe.

ELITE S. 88

Blue soles and facings
Red soles and facings
Black soles and white facings

Made by EDWARD J. CONNOLLY, DUNDALK
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IT falls to referees, Jimmy
Haddon and Paul Kelly, to
sound the first note of the most
open Leinster senior football cham-
pionship in years when on Sunday,
May 1, they take charge of the
Westmeath-Carlow and Wexford-
Wicklow games respectively.

However, with all due respect to
these four counties, I doubt if
either of them are going to make a
major impact on the championship.
As I see it, the first of the decisive
games comes the following Sunday
at An Uaimh when Longford play
Louth.

As regular readers of this
column are aware, no one holds a
higher respect for Longford’s foot-
ball ability than I. Four months
ago I was forecasting that they
would make a bold bid for
National League honours. But des-
pite all of this I say to Longford—
“Beware of Louth”.

For some years now Louth have
been out of the picture so to speak
but never to the extent to which
some people thought. There has

LONGFORD, BEWARE
OF LOUTH!

always been plenty of football
talent in the Wee County and it
was simply a question of getting
moving and once moving Louth are
a hard county to stop.

I detect indications of movement
in Louth of late. Their O’Byrne
Cup win over Meath was one such
indication and then there is the
fact that there is a much more
serious approach to this first round
outing this year than ever before.

Louth will be fit and ready to
go on May 8. They will be meeting
a Longford team slightly tired from
their hectic League campaign.
Anything could happen,

Then on Sunday, May 15, we will
have another lively one, which will
have quite a bearing on who will
wear the Leinster crown, when
Offaly play Kildare at Portlaoise.

Things went poorly for Kildare
against Galway in the League semi-
final. In my book the defeat was
no reflection on the ability of this
young Kildare side. I hope they
themselves believe this too, for a
loss of heart and of confidence at

By FRANK HUGHES

this stage would end what promises
to be a return to the football fore-
front by the Lily Whites.

At their best, I figure Kildare to
edge Offaly. At any point below
their best and Offaly could turn the
tables.

The other two counties whom I
see very much in the Leinster
championship race are Dublin and
Meath. Dublin meet the winners of
Longford and Louth, while Meath
will have their first outing against
the winners of Wicklow and Wex-
ford. By all accounts the Royal
County will be there in the latter
stages.

But before we reach those latter
stages we will have some hectic
games. Yes, the month ahead will
be lively in Leinster.

BOHERMEEN 1916-1966

Bohermeen certainly marked the
1916 Golden Jubilee in a fitting and
somewhat personal manner when
recently they defeated Oldcastle,
1-6 to 0-4, at An Uaimh in the
1965 Meath junior football final.
The point is that the last occasion
they won the title was 1916.

THOMAS O°'CONNOR & SONS LTD.

MANUFACTURING JEWELLERS

133 HAROLD'S CROSS ROAD, DUBLIN &

TELEPHONE : 976751/4.

WHOLESALE ONLY

Customers can be assured of the utmost courtesy and attention from our expert staff.
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(From Page 23).

is now one ahead of all others in
the Railway Cup medals stakes for
Ulster, as he also gained a souvenir
as a substitute in the 1956 team.

Sean O’Neill and Gabriel Kelly
were, other than Doherty, the only
players chosen for all eight games
in Ulster’s four in a row success,
but each was forced to miss one
encounter. The Down man had
to cry off the 1965 semi-final, and
Kelly was forced to stand down
last St. Patrick’s Day. The Cavan
defender was in the 1960 title
winning team, as well as those of
1963-'64-'65, and he filled the same
position in all those games—right

An interesting sidelight on the
semi-final with Leinster was that
it was the first game in almost
three years in which Charlie Gal-
lagher did not put his name on the
scoring sheet. Prior to that match,
we had to go back to a Cavan-
Longford National League tie at
Longford on March 10, 1963, for
the last occasion in which the
Cootehill man left the field with-
out a single score to his credit.
In that match, as in the Railway
Cup semi-final, he was right full
forward.

Between that League tie at
Longford and the Railway Cup
semi-final, Gallagher had an
impressive run of 51 games, scor-
ing in each.
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Although many priests entered the seminary in their early
teens to start their traiming, there are always generous young
men who only realise that they wish to dedicate their lLives
further information to :

to the service of God in the priesthood when they reach
the age of 18, 20 or even later.

Many young men in this age group are struck by the
tremendous spiritual and material poverty of the developing
nations of Africa and Asia, and wish to make their contri-
bution by becoming missionary priests.

The Mill Hill Fathers

welcome such young men, and suggest that they apply for

MILL HILL MISSIONARIES,
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FARMING TALK

By LAR FOLEY

HAVE just completed a test on
the Fiat 415 tractor in the
new diamond line range and
straight away can say that I was
very impressed by its performance.
What most farmers look for
when buyving a tractor is—that it
has sufficient power and manouver-
ability. And I add to these, com-
fort and versatility. In my opinion
the Fiat 415 adds up to these
requirements,

The controls are adequate and
close at hand. The hydraulic is
fast and accurate and has a very
good max. lift for the fype of
tractor involved. Now all of these
factors are very important, as the
Irish farmer to-day is very par-
ticular of the type of tractor he
needs, and, if it will measure up to
his requirements. In this case I
found the Fiat not lacking In any
field.

The conditions that prevailed
during the test period need little or
no explaining, bearing in mind the
weather this winter. This test was
made over a wide range of imple-
ments and in all, without exception,
the Fiat 415 came through with
flying colours. I was extremely im-
pressed by the way it handled the
two furrow reversable plough in
very heavy conditions with a mini-
mum of wheel spin and with lots
of power to spare. Also the
hydraulic was very semsitive and it
held its depth very well.

In conclusion I would like to
recommend this tractor to any one
buying in the 45 H.P. class as it
conforms with all standards
required by the average farmer.




CAMOGIE

NDW that Congress is over we

are all set for another
camogie season on the competitive
fields. Congress made no changes.
The All-Ireland club championship
was retained and the move to have
an All-Ireland junior series was
turned down.

In Munster and Ulster the club
championship has been a success, I
think particularly so in Maunster,
but it has seemingly not caught on
in Leinster or Connacht. In
Leinster, which has more clubs
than any other province, I am told

“ HYDREIN,” the easy-to-pull mounted plough. Winner “Golden
Plough Trophy” World Championships 1962, 1963 and 1964

“HYDREIN  General Purpose Ploughs
“HYDREIN AGRATOR ” Digger Ploughs

At your local dealer or direct from

JAMES P. LARKIN

12 MATHER ROAD, MOUNT MERRION,
DUBLIN

TELEPHONE : 889754

that the difficulty is the expense in
travelling incurred. Perhaps those
difficulties may be overcome in the
Eastern province this year.

The difficulty about the junior
championship was that, while
secondary championships are
played in three provinces, the
standards are not the same,

Another matter that gave con-
cern to Congress delegates was the
position of the game in the schools
and colleges and this is a matter
that deserves serious consideration
from all camogie councils and

Telephone : Dublin 775627/8.
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GRASS and CLOVER SEEDS — SWEDE MANGEL and TURNIP
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Alex Dickson & Sons, 61 Dawson St., Dublin 2.
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By AGNES HOURIGAN

county boards.

A couple of years ago, I feared
that the spread of hockey in the
secondary schools was the main
danger, especially in Munster
where the strength of the latter
game was going ahead by leaps and
bounds, for some reason that I
cannot fathom.

One wonders if the founding of a
Munster colleges league and cham-
pionship would bring in many of
the schools playing hockey at
present.

Certainly the fact that eight
schools from outside Dublin took
part in the Leinster colleges com-
petitions this year would seem to
indicate that the schools will play
if the competition is provided.

But an even more insidious
threat to camogie is the spread of
basketball and net-ball. Now, both
are excellent games which I would
like to see played in every school
for girls that has the facilities. And
both have the advantage that they
can be played indoors and are
therefore all-weather games. Most
progressive schools nowadays have
a gymnasium, and to the gym-
nasium both net-ball and basket-
ball are admirably suited.

But while I have the greatest
admiration for these games, which
are a wonderful way of keeping fit,
I cannot see why playing such
games in the gymnasium should
mean that all outdoor games are
dropped. Outdoor exercise is essen-
tial for all of us, and the fact that
a school plays basketball indoors
should not be accepted as a reason
for abandoning camogie, which
gives healthy exercise in the open
air. Yet, I have heard a rumour
that some well-known schools are
contemplating dropping camogie
altogether in favour of net-ball and
basketball. I hope it is not ftrue,
because I sincerely believe that
outdoor recreation is essential to
the physical welfare of the girls.



(From Page 19).
cause for jubilation. It often
promises much but inevitably, after
a few successes, comes defeat.
Commenting on this inconsistency

Sean remarked, “Our biggest fail-

ing at the moment is lack of thrust
in the forward line. The arrival of
a few strong forceful forwards
might solve our problem. We play
stylish football but it lacks bite.”

He has another theory for the
slump in Antrim football fortunes.
“Most of our club football is
played during the winter months,
to allow the hurlers the use of the
pitches in summer time. This
winter season, with games played
in poor weather on badly cut-up
pitches, has caused the standard to
deteriorate,” he said.

Sean feels that the standard of
Antrim hurling has also fallen.
Nevertheless the Hurling Revival
Scheme has been enthusiastically
accepted in the county. “It’s too
soon yet to forecast how successful
the Scheme will be,” commented
Sean, “but the problem is being
tackled in the proper manner Dy
concentrating on the schoolboys
and juveniles. Of course we in
Antrim, especially in the Belfast
area, have always had well run
competitions for this age group,”
he added. For this satisfactory
state of affairs he praised the work
of the Christian Brothers and other
local teachers who do such a mag-
nificent job organising these com-
petitions.

One of the high-lights of Sean’s
term in office as Co. Secretary was
the opening of Casement Park in
1953. “When we set out to build
Casement Park many people felt
that the undertaking was too
great,” said Sean, ‘“but we con-

sidered it a necessary one.” He in-
formed me that there are plans
afoot at present to erect a hall at
the rear of the stand in the park.
This hall will be used for meetings
and other G.A.A. functions.

Like some other G.A.A. per-
sonalities I have spoken to
recently, he would welcome the in-
troduction of paid full-time Co.
Secretaries. ‘“This development,”
says Sean, “would lead to far
greater efficiency. The volume of
work to be dealt with nowadays,
together with the demands on time
and energy make the job unsuit-
able for a part-time official. In my
own case my health became im-
paired and I found I was neglect-
ing my business. In the end I was
forced to retire.”

Keeping a closer check on the
running of all clubs in the county
would be one of the tasks he
would allot to this paid executive.
“At present,” he pointed out,
“some of our clubs are maintained
in a most inefficient and haphazard
manner. It would be one of the
new Secretary’s duties to rectify
this situation.”

Sean finds the responsibilities of
vice-chairman much less onerous
than those of Co. Secretary. Never-
theless this veteran legislator is
still keenly interested in all aspects
of the Association. One innovation
he would like introduced is a train-
ing course in each county for new
officials. “Training courses for
players and referees are now the
accepted thing, he says, “so why
shouldn’t the same facilities be
provided for the young and inex-
perienced official 7 ”

He also favours the introduction
of an All-Ireland club champion-

ship. This competition would in
his opinion be both popular and
successful. “We have at the
moment an unofficial club cham-
pionship in Ulster,” he said, “and it
has produced some great football.”
However he would like to see an
official championship in all the
provinces, with the winners going
forward to contest the All-Ireland
championship.

Eagrdn nua

Mo Bhealach

Fein

Seosamh Mac Grianna.

“Ni minic a thagas leabhar

amach in aon teanga atd
inchurtha leis”"—IRISH INDE-
PENDENT.

“He has shown what a master
can do with one of the richest
languages in Europe” —IRISH
PRESS.
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THE TOP TEN CROSSWORD
| SOLUTION

IS month’s Top Ten lists are FOOTBALL

based on the period from and

including St. Patrick’s Day, March 1. T“I‘“ f"aﬂds (Galway). FROM PAGE 29
17, to Easter Monday, April 11. 2. Mairtin Newell (Galway).

Frankie Walsh heads the hurling 3. Mick Hopkins (Longford). e - T &
list as a result of his classical per- 4, Jackie Devine (Longford). DI*E|F|E|CPr| 1 ‘ N .
formance in the R&IIWE._V Cup final B, Pﬂdd)" DﬂhEI‘t}" (DDWII}; M; : A 1L E ﬂE C
when he scored 2-7 out of : . aD'blLalNER' Dl o RIAIN

: L 6. Mick Carolan (Kildare). =
Munster’s winning total of 3-13. B r BR“B Sly|INlE
He is followed by a newcomer to 7. John  Bosco  McDermott el olel 1 el Al Ly
our lists, Clare’s Vincent Loftus, (Galway). P vINE ol clol ninlolr
who had outstanding games against 8. Brendan Barden (Longford). Al =G = N
Limerick and Cork in the National 9., Bernard Brady (Donegal). N = % 26 T - 25 8 27,
League. 10. Sean O’Donnell (Donegal). e cr 5ﬂ

In football, Galway’s Tom Sands E[X|T|R]A BElO|Y E
takes top honours following his SIRT DIO|O|N|A|N
tremendous hour against Kildare in 3¢ O OB A |W|N
the National League semi-final. His GRS |E|AINIKE|N|IN]Y

fellow half-back, Mairtin Newell,
is in second place.

HURLING

1. Frankie Walsh (Waterford). SPACE DIFFICULTIES
2. Vincent Loftus (Clare).

3. Eamonn Cregan (Limerick). Because of pressure on
4. Austin Flynn (Waterford). space, our re gulﬂ_r feature
5. Len GH_YHDT (Tipperﬂr}’)- T . 33

6. Sean Buckley (Kilkenny). Northern Spﬂthghj: ha‘,S
7. Tom Ryan (Tipperary). been held over this this
8. Dick Shannon (Wexford). month.

9. Tom Corbett (Cork).

10. Declan Lovett (Kerry). John Bosco McDermott.
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CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COMHAIRLE CONNACHT
Senior Foothall Championship 1966

GAELS OF THE PROVINCE—REMEMBER THESE DATES :
FIRST ROUND SEMI-FINAL
June 12th : Roscommon v. Jine 36th: Galway v.

Leitrim, at Roscommon

June 19th : Sligo v. Mayo,
at Sligo

Roscommon or Leitrim

Venue to be arranged
FINAL ON JULY 10th

THE
CHINA
SHOWROOMS

Ireland’s Largest and Most Modern
China and Glass Shop

LARGE SELECTION OF
LOVELY WATERFORD CRYSTAL
ARKLOW POTTERY
ROYAL TARA CHINA (GALWAY)
CARRIGALINE POTTERY

* % F

You are cordially invited to inspect
our stocks.

ONLY ADDRESS:

32/33 Lower ABBEY ST., DUBLIN 1

Phones : 48222/3/4.
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When

In
MONAGHAN
Stay

At . . .

COCKTAIL BAR
RECEPTION ROOM
GARAGE FACILITIES
A.A. & R.ILA.C.

TEL.: MONAGHAN 66

WESTENRA

THE

ARMS
HOTEL

Manageress : Elizabeth Lafierty.




- S e — T"'"T':'|

GUINNESS




