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On The Field

On The Stand

Be Sure to Enjoy
the Lightness and Comfort of

UNDERWEAR by...

Manufactured in
BUNCRANA,
CO. DONEGAL.
By

W. P. McCarter & Co., Ltd.

THERE IS NO BETTER FOOD THAN MOUNT MELILERAY

Pasteur Cream or ' SEMINARY
Pasteur Cream-Cheese

. Cappoquin, Co. Waterford

Under the direction of the Cistercian Fathers
They contain the vitamins necessary for

FITNESS AND VITALITY ENTRANCE
and are SUPREME BODYBUILDERS SCHOLARSHIP
% Your Local Grocer can supply you X EXAMINATIONS
IN JUNE
THE PASTEUR DAIRY FOR BOYS UNDER 14

Depot :
19 PEMBROKE LANE, BALLSBRIDGE
DUBLIN Phone 680222

For Fuller Information

Apply :
REV. PRESIDENT
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told you to be a

| RECOLLECT AUGUSTINIAN

FOLLOWED.

no voices, no horse.

Write to:

VOCATIONS

|| ST. RITA’S COLLEGE, HONITON,
Honiton 331.

DEVON,

‘ | | Telephone :

Scoil na mbnrataAr

CNOC SION

Port Lairge
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DIRECTOR, O.RS.A,
ENGLAND
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YtS, WHY DON'T YOU

FOLLOW in the path of Augustine : >

Wouldn’t it be simple if Christ walked up to you to-day ang

PRIEST

Christ Himself called Peter who saw, heard, and

As Paul galloped to Damascus to persecute Christians Christ
knocked him off his horse and told him what to do.

He FOLLOWED, too. No such “call” for you: no visions.

So, how do other fellows reach the decision to follow in the
path of Augustine ?

Loreto
Convent

CLASS “A” BOARDING
AND DAY SCHOOL

Pupils prepared for Certificate

Examinations, Matriculation,
Civil

Training College, etc.

Service, Entrance to

For particulars apply to:
MOTHER SUPERIOR

Killarney

COLAISTE 10SAGAIN

(DE LA SALLE)

Baile Mhuirne,
Co. Chorcai

MODERN CLASS A BOARDING
AND DAY SCHOOL

LIMITED NUMBER OF PLACES
AVAILABLE

(Conducted by the De La ISalIe Brothers)
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Early Application Advisable

FULL PARTICULARS FROM THE
REYV. PRESIDENT

Telephone: Ballymakeera 3

LIMERICK CITY UBRARY 4
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COISDE OIDEACHAIS GHAIRMIGH
BEATHA, CHONNDAE ROSCOMAIN

TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AT

BOYLE, CASTLEREA, ROSCOMMON,

ELPHIN and BALLAGHADERREEN

WHOLE-TIME DAY COURSES

In Rural Science, Woodwork and Building Con-
struction, Mechanical and Freehand Drawing,
Metalwork and Engineering, Commercial
Subjects, Cookery, Needlework, Laundry and
Housewifery, Household Management,

CONTINUATION CLASSES
In English, Irish, Mathematics, Christian
Doctrine.
Full particulars of Day and Evening Classes,
Special Courses, Examinations, Scholarships,
etc., may be obtained from the Headmasters
of the Schools or the undersigned.

M. O MEISCILL,

Priomh Oifigeach Gnothach.
Scoil Ceard-Oideachais, Roscomain.

AGRICULTURAL

COLLEGE

MOUNTBELLEW, Co. Galway

*

The College, which is recognised by the
Department of Agriculture, is conducted
by the Franciscan Brothers, who are
graduates in Agricultural Science,

*.

Courses are provided in Agricultural
Science, Botany, Chemistry, Poultry
Keeping, Dairying and Woodwork.

*

Early application to The President is advisable.

Telephone : MOUNTBELLEW 15

Coiste Gairm Oideachais Cho. na Mi.

(Co. Meath Vocational Education Committee.)

Full Time Day Vocational Schools at

AN UAIMH, CEANANNUS MOR,
TRIM, ATHBOY, NOBBER,
DUNSHAUGHLIN, OLDCASTLE
and LONGWOOD

Evening Classes in a wide range of subjects.
Special Courses organised for Trade Apprentices
and others.

Scholarships awarded to :—St. Mary’s College
of Domestic Science, Cathal Brugha Street, Dublin;
St. Martha’s College of Domestic Science, An
Uaimh; Hotel Staff Training Course, Bundoran;
Hotel Staff Training Course, Athenry; Senior
Science Course, Kevin Street, Dublin; National
College of Art, Kildare Street, Dublin; Colaiste
Eanna na Mi (Irish Summer Courses), An Uaimbh.

Full information and guidance available on
application to Headmaster at any of the above
centres or to the Chief Executive Officer, County
Office, Vocational Schools, An Uaimh.

Padraig B. O’Biorain,
Chief Executive Officer.

All nibs prefer

the true Btue ink

Manufactured by
HAUGHTONS OF BRAY
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The above picture featured a section of the
Caltex Stand at the recent Dublin Spring Show.
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JOHNSTON, MOONEY & O'BRIEN'S BREAD WINS

Johnston Mooney & 0Brien

and one bronze medal at the 46t
International Bakers Exhibition
OLYMPIA LONDON 1963
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CUM:ANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL has sadly mourned its dead

leader and now it surges on inspired by the memory of
him who has gone.

He came to the Association when it most needed a man of
his calibre and ability. He left it strong and resilient, confident
and well equipped to carry on.

The greatest monument which can be raised to the memory
of Padraig O Caoimh is the completion of the plans which he
had envisaged and so carefully documented.

His dream for the complete revival of hurling must be tackled

with new-found fervour and foresight. His scheme for the
development of our parks and stadia must go ahead with even
oreater determination. His ideas for the modernisation of the

machinery of the Association must be restudied and implemented.

Ach nios tdbhachtai f6s fagann Pddraig O Caoimh mar
oidhreacht againn an dualgas bra ar aghaigh le priomh chuspoir
na hEagraiochta a chur 1 gcrich.

Is mar eagraiocht ndisiunta ar mbhaithe le gach gné den
naisidnachas a threoraigh sé an Cumann Luthchleas. De
thoradh a chuid oibre t4 mdran déanta agus nios mo fos gur

féidir a dhéanamh.

Cuirimis chuige.

5




Last month I told of how
Kilkenny went to America in the
early Summer of 1934. We went
as reigning All-Ireland champions
of 1932 and '33 and we came home
to shock defeat and disappoint-
ment. We were victims of the
“American hoodoo”—something
which was begun to be recognise-d
then and which has remained ever
since.

What causes this great loss of
form by virtually every team that
crosses the Atlantic? As I see 1t
there are three reasons all of which
combine.

The first one is purely psycho-
logical. Most teams over the years
made the trip as reigning Ali-
Ireland champions and the visit to
New York then became the final
culmination of all ambitinn.
Everything has been achieved. It
is therefore difficult to immediately
apply one’s mind to achieving if
all a second time.

My other two reasons are
physical. In our day—and indeed
up to the late ’forties, U.S. wvisits
were made by sea. This took quit2
some time. The change of climate,
food and general mode of livinz
naturally caused a loss of physizal
form.

This still applies today, but to
somewhat less an extent for thke
journey is made by air. Furthe:-
more young Irishmen today are
more accustomed to travel than
were  those of rural Ireland say

thirty years ago. Nonetheless (ke
physical effects of travel, food,
climate and injections are still
there.

The other physical aspect of this
question is that America, with its
hectic activity and tumultuous
welcomes, can take the edge off
form and even bring about general
tiredness. ‘Getting back to the
grind of training and normal living
immediately on return 1s not easy.

However, let me say that an
American trip is still a prize to
be sought—even if it does mean

Jim O’Connell,
who replaced
Jim Dermody
in Kilkenny's
goal after the
first round of
the 1935
Championships.

running the risk of an after loss
of form. This loss of form though
should by no means be accepted
as inevitable. With the right mental
approach and a strict discipline
while in the U.S. it can be avoided
—especially in this modern age of
quick travel and absence of rural
isolation.

But to get back to my own story.
The inevitable was at hand and my
intercounty career was virtually

6

The Jim Dermody Story

as told to Tomas O Faolain

THE END OF THE ROAD

over. It happens to all players, To
some it comes unexpectedly
through illness or injury, but for
the most it is the heavy hand of
time which presses on ageing
limbs and slowing reflexes.

One tries to ignore it and put
off the end but the day of
reckoning cannot be escaped.

My fateful day came in May,
1935. We played Offaly in the
opening round of the Leinster
championship at Portlaoise. It was
my last time between the Kilkenny
posts.

To be quite honest 1 had no
intention of retiring early that
year. I knew that there was at least
one other All-Ireland in the old
Kilkenny machine. We were now
virtually as good as we had been
in 22 9r "IN

However, before the Offaly game
there was a rumour that I might
be replaced. Quite a few members
of the team, including our captain,
Lory Meagher, Paddy Phelan and
Eddie Doyle took strong excep-
tion to the idea and made their
views known.

Personally I knew that I was by
no means indispensible and I told
the boys so but anyway when the
team was szlected to play Offaly
I was still in goal and perhaps
after all the whole thing had been
but a rumour.

However, by then I had made
up my own mind. I would retire

(Continued Col. 3 next page)
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For the second time this year
Dublin’s great-hearted Des. Foley
heads our football list. This is a
tremendous feat with the season
still so young and it leaves the
blond mid-fielder particularly well
placed in the contest for the
honour of football star of the year.

Our hurling list is headed by
Tipperary’s Mick Roche, who in
recent outings has established
himself as one of the finest mid-
fielders in the game. Not sur-
prisingly each of the first five
positions on the hurling list are
filled by Tipperarymen.

These lists are based on games
played from Sunday, April 19 to
Sunday, May 10, inclusive.

FOOTBALL
Des. Foley (Dublin).
Fintan Costello (Westmeath).
Eamonn Breslin (Dublin).
Des Ferguson (Dublin).
Frankie Donnelly (Tyrone).
Lar Foley (Dublin).
N. “Cran” Hogan (Carlow).
John Donnellan (Galway).
Paddy Doherty (Down).
Brendan Hayden (Carlow)
HURLING
Mick Roche (Tipperary).
Larry Kiely (Tipperary).
Mick Burns (Tipperary).
Jimmy Doyle (Tipperary).
John Doyle (Tipperary).
Tommy Ring (Westmeath).
John McGrath (Westmeath).
Tom Neville (Wexford).
Gerry O’Sullivan (Cork).
Patsy Harte (Cork).

LEAGUE SCORERS
“home ' competition in
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masd

With

DES FOLEY HEADS
RANKINGS AGAIN

the National League now com-
pleted the top scorers are as

follows (—
FOOTBALL
1. Charlie Gallagher (Cavan),
4-31.
2. Paddy  Doherty (Down),
3-22.

3. Mick O'Dwyer (Kerry), 1-26.

Mickey Whelan (Dublin),
2-23.

5. Paddy Mulvaney (Meath),
7-7.

HURLING

]. Jimmy Doyle (Tipperary),
6-26.

2. Eddie Keher (Kilkenny),
3-25.

3. Sean McLoughlin (Tip-
perary), 7-3.

4. John McKenna (Tipperary),
6-5 .

5. Paul Lynch (Wexford), 1-18.

J[immy Doyle’s total is three

points greater than that of Phil.
Grimes, who last year headed the
‘home’ competition with a total of
4-29. However, it is but two points
greater than Donie Nealon's tally
of 11-9 in the 1960-'61 com-

petition.

For the second year in succession
a Cavan player has topped the
National Football League list—and
this despite the fact that in neither
year has the county reached the
final, let alone win the com-
petition.

Last year's League top marks-

man was Jim McDonnell with a
total of 3-25.

END OF THE ROAD

(From previous page)

and so it was. At the final whistle
at Portlaoise I walked somewhat
sadly off the field knowing that it
was over. At the sideline, I
remember turning and looking
back at the goal posts which I
had just vacated.

In a flash the great years rolled
by—the cheering crowds, the
inrushing forwards, the aching
limbs, the muttered curses as
players heaved and struggled in
the square and of course the
slation of victory.

These and many other thoughts
came and went during that brief
nostalgic moment at Portlaoise and
for the first time in my life I
wished I was a little younger.

[ remained a substitute on that
1935 team and my hunch was
right—Kilkenny went on to regain
the title. I got a medal but it was
not hard-earned.

Sitting on the sideline I watched
my replacement, Jim O’'Conne:l,
guard the old familiar net with
competency and prove himsel:
worthy of being where he was

Of course, 1 was sorry not 1o
have been part of that great and
exciting final of 1935—particularly
as Lory was, for the first time,
captain of the men in Black and
Amber. But it was not to be. I
was 36 years old and had my cay
and it was time for younger limbs
and more agile hands to take over.

However, I did return to Croke
Park afterwards—but in a some-
what different capacity. It 1s a
rather good story and I'll tell you
about it next month.

SEAN O DUNAGAIN

A Sedn O Dunagdin ar saoire

is nior thug peann nd

diich leis. D4 thoradh td a alt

ar iarraidh—ach beidh sé ar ais
linn an mhi seo chugainn.
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EDDIE KEHER: MOST SUCCESSFUL FORWARD

A GREAT MINOR

UIR water seems to have within
its composition something of

the nature of the philosopher’s
stone, turning all its touches into
hurling gold. Tipperary, Waterford,
Kilkenny, and Wexford in some
degree all enjoy its alchemic
influence, and they are the biggest
names in hurling for a number of
vears now. We can recall with
ease All-Ireland days when Suir-
side teams have dominated the
scene: and in this Kilkenny and
Wexford folk must bear with my
licence, and must rest assured that
my geographical sense 1s not so
blunted as to exclude cognisance
of the Nore, Barrow and Slaney.

To return to my original
diversion. There was last year a
Kilkenny-Waterford senior final,
and a Wexford-Limerick minor
decider. The year before it was
Tipperary-Wexford for the senior,
and the almost traditional Tip-
perary-Kilkenny minor decider. In
1961 Tipperary won from Dublin,
and the minor pattern repeated
itself. It was Tipperary-Wexford
for the senior final in 1960 while
1959, too, was an all-Suirside
occasion, as Waterford and Kil-
kenny played for the senior
honours and Tipperary and Kil-
kenny for the minor.

That year, 1959, was memorable
for a couple of things. The senior
final provided the unusual result
of a draw; Kilkenny showed that
Tipperary were not completely
unbeatable in minor hurling, even
if it took another couple of years
to give the suggestion concrete and

incontrovertible proof. That year
too two of those rare types, and
all the more unusual because there
is so little reason why they should
be rare, who make the successful
transition from first-rate minors to
first-rate seniors, were on view—
Tom Ryan for Tipperary and
Eddie Keher for Kilkenny.

On the field that day, Ryan
looked a slip of a lad only; Keher

By
Jay Drennan

looked sturdy and well-made and
not too tall. One would have
expected Keher to develop as far
the bigger-built man of the two.
Today Keher looks even slimmer
than he looked to me in 1959,
and taller; but Ryan is vastly
bigger, brawnier and taller than
four and a half years ago. Ryan
has maintained the strong full-
hearted dash he showed as a
minor; but Keher is something
different, more mature, less flam-
buoyant, more quietly effective.
That is all part of the fascinating
pattern of how good minors
become good seniors, and how
some others do not.

Keher as a minor was overl
anxious to indulge the spectacular
crowd-pleasing solo, too inclined
to try too much, to try too hard
to do it all himself. Natural
tendencies in the eagerness of
youth, and certainly not failings in

8

a young hurler—{far easier to cure
them than the failings of the youth
whose inertia destroys his interest
in anything outside his own limited
beat.

Without doubt, in the case of
Keher, early promotion to the
senior team, which took place
almost immediately after the All-
Ireland, was an immense help to
his development. Many youngsters
have been ruined by too early
selection in higher ranks; I venture
to suggest that Keher might well
have been ruined if he had not
been selected so soon.

From a minor team where, as
the outstanding member, he felt
the obligation to try too much, his
promotion to senior intercounty
grade where he found himself the
youngest and, therefore, the most
suspect link in the team, helped
him, I think, to develop the
economy of technique which his
game now shows. It immediately
eliminated any tendency towards
over-elaboration which might have
overcome him, for he realised that
in this type of hurling he had to
get the ball guickly and get it
away quickly and accurately and
to the immediate best advantage.
The quickness of half-backs to
tackle would have shown him in a
single game that too much
individuality could only mean
disaster.

The result has been, I think, to
produce the most economical
forward playing the game today.
He has allied to the great natural



OF THE MOMENT

GROWS UP

ability of the Kilkenny hurler the
innate sense of ball play, the con-
trol and dexterity of hands and
wrists, the co-ordination of eye
and muscle—the mature gift of
appreciation. He can see where the
open space will be and place him-
self there; he can latch like
lightning on a pass or a breaking
ball, and play it away with mini-
mum fuss for a score. And his
shooting justifies the methods.

The modern Keher is not a
noticeable hurler on the field,
except, of course, when he gains
possession. Christy Ring used to
tie knots of apprehension in the
stomachs of the opposing sup-
porters long before the ball ever
reached him; Keher attaches no
lead weight to the heart until he
snatches the pass or the break, or
until the ball is already on the way
for the posts. Natural ability, skill
in execution and economy of
technique combine to make Keher
the most successful forward of the
moment. He is the kind of hurler
no half-back would wish to mark.

In last September’s All-Ireland,
Larry Guinan was playing a storm-
ing game against Eddie, clearing
balls no matter where they were
aimed or where they fell between
them: cutting off the supply-line
further afield; tackling and chal-
lenging. Yet, every now and again
Keher was moving loose to an
open space where Guinan did not
expect him, and was picking up
his passes and nailing point after
point into Waterford’s coffin. He is
a player most difficult to restrict.
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over all the others? 7
Is it in our /
blending, perhaps ?
Or in the way
we’re put together ? 7
Or maybe because
we’re so quick on
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JOHN
DOYLE

HE ball is in the Tipperary
goal-mouth | Backs and for-
wards are tussling for possession.
Then just when it seems a score 1S
inevitable a tall, strong figure, hair
down over his eyes, emerges from
the melee and with a long relieving
clearance turns defence into attack.
John Doyle the “Holycross Her-
cules” has once more come to the
rescue.

Since he first donned the blue-
and-gold jersey of the Tipperary
senior side in 1948, John, big in
physique and ever bigger in heart,
has given invaluable service to his
native county. Within the space of
fifteen years he has won six All-
Ireland medals, a record for a
Tipperaryman, and surpassed only
by the “Maestro” himself—Christy
Ring.

When I asked him who was the
greatest player he had met in a
life-time of hurling, he had no
hesitation in naming Corkonian,
Jack Lynch, as his number one
choice. As a youngster he idolised
the famed Ahane men—the
Mackey brothers, but he considers
Paddy Barry of Cork to have been
the most dangerous forward a
backline could ever meet. In
present-day hurling he has the
greatest respect and admiration for
the men of Wexford, who gave him
his greatest thrill in the All-
Ireland final of 1962.

John feels that Tipperary will
always be a force to be reckoned
with because “the tradition is
there.” But he also holds that if
the youngsters today are to main-
tain the prestige which Tipperary

By TOM RYAN

have merited down through the
years, there must be “plenty of the
field” and even more important
“the will to win.”

He bemoans the fact that hurling
in the rural areas is heading for
a decline. “You can’t expect men
working from morning to night to
keep up with the townsmen, who
have regular hours for working
and training,” he states. John had
often to rush home to attend to his
farm duties, while his team-mates
celebrated a win.

Most players would like to see
some changes in the organisation.
John, in that quiet unassuming
manner of his, said he would like
to see the highly-controversial
Rule 27 abolished. He believes the
Railway Cup trials serve no
purpose, and that players should
be selected as a result of com-
petency over an extended period
rather than on the basis of a
single game.

On All-Ireland day John seems
cool, calm and unperturbed by the
magnificence of the occasion. Yet,
despite the number of times he has
appeared in Croke Park on that
day of days, he always asks himself
the same burning question as he
marches with his team-mates
behind the boys from Artane:
“Will 1 play well; will I let the
side down.” But tumultous ap-
plause which greets his every
effort always provides the answer.

When I asked John, who is 34,
when he planned to retire, he
replied: “In the not-too-distant
future.” He maintains a player
ought to retire “when he feels he's
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only hanging on.” “It is better”,
he said, “to get off then rather
than be thrown off.”

However, players and spectators
alike cannot but feel the game
would be all the poorer if John
departed from the hurling scene.
Let us hope that the greathearted
veteran, who has become a legend
in his own time and whose farm is
as much a landmark of Holycross
as its beautiful Abbey, will remain
with us somewhat longer than “the
not-too-distant future.”

The Doyle record is truly a
fabulous one. He won senior All-
Ireland medals in 1949, 50, 51,
'58, 61 and ’62, and National
League medals in 1949, ’50, 52,
‘54’55, '57, 59, 60 and ’6l.
Shortly now he will probably make
it a grand total of ten National
League medals—for on their per-
formance against Wexford in the
“home” final Tipperary will surely
prove too strong for New York.

Ten National League (or even
the record of nine which he already
holds) is likely to remain unsur-
passed every bit as long as that of
Christy Ring's eight senior All-
Ireland medals.

And what of Doyle’s chance of
equalising Ring’s feat? Certainly
Tipperary must start favourites for
the 1964 title. On current form the
man from Holycross has years of
intercounty hurling ahead of him—
provided he does not decide to
retire.

However, irrespective of when
he does decide to call it a day, his
name and fame are assured
immortality.



Joe Lennon,

SECRET OF SUCCESS

By JOE LENNON

T is rather difficult to explain
why we expect results without
really working for them. When
we work for an examination, we
have a much more practical and
realistic approach. In a sense, a
football match is an examination
in football with a (roughly) 50%
failure rate. This only refers to
competition games where there 1s
an emphasis on victory — as in
championship matches.

We must beware of treating
every match as a game which must
be won. It is essential, I feel, even
for regular county players to have
occasiona] challenge games where
winning is not as important as
enjoying the game and playing
relaxed football. However, when
we select a competition which we
want to win — be it the Sam

Maguire series or a local seven-a-
side competition — let us not
obscure the issue by trying fto
reconcile two apparently opposed
views—success and relaxation.

If winning is the most impor-
tant thing (and very often it is),
then make no excuse for this
attitude but press on with plans
and preparation with tais aim in
mind. If you are a good enough
rsychologist as well as coach, you
will one day learn “how to
succeed without really trying!”

To go back to the examination
analogy, I think we should notice
three things from the example and
try and apply the logic contained
in them to our games situation.
Survey the opposition, plan a pro-
gramme of preparation and then
carry it out faithfully, practising as
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often as an opportunity presents
itself.

This general plan of approach
for a team or player can be applied
just as successfully to an individual
skill as well as to the game as a
whole. Very often, the players
who reach the top fol'ow this plan
unconsciously as they spend hour
after hour, week in week out, on
rerfecting each skill. But, very
often, we tend to spend too much
of our practice on the skill we
know best. It is very satisfying
to do what you know you can
do well, but it is a salutary cor-
rective to practise those skills we
are weak on for the major part of
our time, and merely do a few
quick rehears2ls of our strong
points.

It is only by searching out our
own weaknesses and eliminating
them that we build up the con-
fidence which seems to emanate
from the accomplished performer
—the master ball player.

If a team or player is weak on
one or more major points, it 1S
essentia] that some form of cor-
rective treatment be applied and
applied regularly. For example,
if a team is weak on ground kick-
ing, or the fisted pass, then whole
sessions should be devoted to
these features and where neces-
sary, individuals should do some
pressure training (repeating a skill
as often and as quickly as possible
for a set period under competitive
conditions).

Let us say the forwards are
rather awkward and slow in pick-
ing up a ball and that the backs
have the same fault (even though
they should be playing the ball
first time on the ground more
often), here is a case where the
coach will take the forwards aside
and give them as much practice in
lifting the ball properly in as many
match situations as possible. He
should point out the benefit of
being able to perform the chip




lift at speed and point out the
correct positioning of the support-
ing foot (alongside the ball) in
the traditional lift. The forward
should practice these two methods
as often as possible and in as
many circumstances as possible—
still ball, ball rolling towards
player, ball rolling away, dry
ground, wet grass, muddy con-
ditions, etc. At the same timeé the
coach should point out cases
where it is better not to lift the
ball at all but to play it on the
ground.

A back who has the misfortune
to fumble a lift and concedes a
score, when he should have played
on the ground, always seems worse
than the forward who fumbles a
lift and misses a score when he
could have scored a point or goal
with a first time shot. It is no
worse to concede a score in such

circumstances than it is to miss.

a score, vet erring backs don’t get
as much sympathy as careless
forwards.

When a back line tends to
make this type of mistake, the
coach should get them together
and outline general principles for
defence, safety and launching
attacks. He should point out the
virtue of being able to play the
ball first time on the ground with
either foot to clear the lines, make
a pass to colleague or launch an
attack. Coupled with this will be
some advice on the method of
lifting to employ in various situa-
tions and then lots of practice in
all types of situations.

In other words, when a team
or a player starts training, there
should be a very clear objective
in each session rather than a hap-
hazard “let’s play a game”
attitude.

Each session should be planned
to teach some new skill, practice
a known skill or correct some
fault. This way we will achieve
much more with our training and
coaching and success when it
comes will bz just part of the
plan.

are
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WHERE DO ALL THE
YOUNG MEN GO?

“WHERE have all the young

men gone?” is a line from a
current popular song regretting the
loss of a nation’s youth through
war, It can be applied with less
tragic connotation but with equal
validity to the G.A.A. whose losses
of schools’ and colleges’ players,
minors and juveniles from active
participation after they leave their
respective grades must be enor-
mous.

This year in the All-Ireland Col-
leges’ Football final, for example,
we had a superb exhibition of
clean, clever, confident football
from thirty young players which
enthralled a crowd of 15,000. The
hurling was only a little behind.

The main feature of both games
was that all the player’s participaf-
ing displayed complete mastery of
all the fundamental skills in foot-
ball and hurling. In other words
they were mature players, lacking
only experience, Isn’t it tragic tO
think then that, if the previous pat-
tern remains unaltered, three-
quarters of them will never be
heard of again?

This is a tremendous drain on
talent and certainly, if it occurred
in any commercial undertaking an
extremely thorough investigation
would be carried out forthwith.
The “Dublin Enquiry” did actually
touch on the problem but,
unfortunately, did not have the
time or the opportunity to go
deeply enough into it, In the
absence of any definite information,
or even without an opinion poll,

one can then only fall back on
surmise,

One of the primary reasons why
colleges’ players don’t always
become good senior inter-county
players is that they are not always
the proper type. The most success-
fu] players in school games are
often the small, tricky ones who
have almost attained physical
maturity. These have little or no
room left for development or
improvement and, invariably are
“lost” in the hurly-burly of senior
inter-county competition,

A second reason, of course, 1s
that, while those players have the
desire, they haven’t always the
opportunity to improve. I know at
least two brilliant colleges’ players
from Mayoc who came from small
villages nearly twenty  miles
removed from a big town. Neither
village had a football team and the
result was that these players had no
opportunity of continuing their
careers, Even more important still,
there was no one to coach them or
give them any advice whatever on
developing their talent. The result
was that both were lost to the
game.

Of course, there is the other side
of the story, too—too much coach-
ing. I have often felt that there is
a tendency to overdo training and
coaching at school. If players are
forever “at it”, sometimes against
their will, the resuly is that a
natural reaction will set in, After
a surfeit of it at school, a player
will have lost all his appetite for
the game and will just forget
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EAMONN MONGEY
DISCUSSES A
VITAL QUESTION

about it all when it ceases to be a
matter of discipline.

Helping him to forget will be
the fourth reason—the abundance
of distractions which every youth
must face when he leaves school.
Life has become too easy. Enter-
tainment is cheap and available in
many attractive formsg which cali
for no great expenditure of effort
The gay life of the dance-halls
beckons. The car is always there
to save the legs. Many youngsters,
just free of the academic chains,
fall by the wayside. Only the
dedicated survive.

Even those dedicated ones
encounter difficulties in making
the transition from colleges to
senior inter-county grade. It really
is the change from boyhood to
manhood and up to this year there
was, in fact, no in-between grade
as such. Now, the under-21 com-
petition should go a long way
towards remedying that position.

Many people are, of course,
inclined to blame emigration for
the departure of young players
from the field of play. I don’t, Most
of the famous colleges’ players I
knew are still around. Besides, on
a check I did on the latest census
I found that there were still over
7,000 men between the ages of
eighteen and thirty in Mayo for
example, so there couldn’t be that
many gone,

There may of course, be other
reasons why so many colleges’
players disappear. Only a deep and
widespread examination would

(Continued on page 16.)
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unearth them or give them their
proper weight In drawing con-
clusions.

But there is one remark I must
make about those players who sur-
vive the transition and become
established inter-county players.
Very often when they have attained
this distinction they are inclined
to forget that the ball should
always be the object of play and
indulge in tactics which give little
credit to themselves, the game or
the Association.

It is true, of course, that while
they were at school they were sub-
ject to strict discipline and this was
reflected in their conduct on the
field., (You rarely see a “dirty”
colleges’ game), Well, the same dis-
cipline should be always there for
the playing of games. If the county
board is not prepared to enforce it,
the captain should do so.

I still cherish the memory of one
captain I had the distinction of
playing under, We had on our team
a player, who by design or by
accident invariably went outside
the Rules to deal with his
opponent. After one particular
match in which his display had
been worse than usual, our captain
interviewed him, told him that he
disapproved of his conduct on the
field generally and on that day in
particular, and that if he did not
mend his ways the rest of the team
would refuse to play with him.
The transformation was striking.

I feel we could do with more
captains like that one to ensure
that the discipline apparent among
young players while at school
remains with them to adorn the
game when they attain senior
status.

When you are looking for
a suitable gift for that
Special Occasion ... TRY

HELYS

DAME STREET, DUBLIN




MOONDHARRIG'S DIARY

TII—IERE are, I know, a lot of

demands on Central Council
time at the moment, but, when
they have a spare hour or two for
deliberation, might I suggest to
the Councillors that they give a
little serious consideration to
altering the dates of the National
ILeague finals.

Now I have no axe to grind In
this matter except one, that at the
moment the National League finals
are set in the worst and most
variable weather of the whole
Irish year, and, as a spectator, I
am getting a bit tired of watching
matches of such 1mportance
played under freak weather con-
ditions.

I have asked weather experts (at
least they considered themselves
weather experts), what exactly
goes wrong with the weather at
the start of May and none of them
could tell me, though a couple of
people who did not set up to be
weather experts at all talked
vaguely about ‘Buchan’s Cold
Spells’ and even about ‘Aimsear
Garbh an Chuaic.’

The two National League finals
this year underline the problem.
In both the Dublin-Down football
final and the Tipperary-Wexford
hurling final, the games were to all
intents and purposes over and
done with by half-time. In both
cases the villian of the piece was
a very strong wind that blew
straight down-field from the canal
end into the railway goal. There
was also a fair amount of rain
knocking about on both days,
though the rain as such did not
have any material effect on the
play.

Now, let me hasten to emphasise
this, that I do not think the wind
had any effect at all on the results
of those games, for Dublin were
clearly almost as much better
than Down as Tipperary were in
swamping Wexford; but the fact

LEAGUE FINAL DATES
- SHOULD BE CHANGED

remains that the weather really
ruined the games as contests and
thus took a lot of the pleasure
out of them for players and
spectators alike. Now the Central
Council cannot, of course, be
blamed for the weather (heaven
knows we are inclined to blame
those devoted men for too much
already), but it is within the
power of the Council to change
the dates of the finals, and 1
respectfully suggest that they at
least consider moving the finals
either back or forward, for a fort-
night either way, in order to
escape this particularly arctic spell
of weather which seems to dog
the first fortnight in May.

In an account of one of the
current vear’s League finals, a
newspaper made reference to the
‘unseasonably high wind’, but my
point is that high winds and freak
weather are, on the contrary the
rule rather than the exception in
the exact period of the year when
the finals are at present played.

Let us look back over recent
Hurling League finals. In 1963 a
fresh wind and some fairly sharp
showers, hard though they tried,
failed to take the gloss off a great
game between Waterford and
Tipperary, but were present just
the same. The 1962 hurling final
between Kilkenny and Cork was
again played in wretched weather,
while the 1961 final between
Waterford and Tipperary, was
again marred by a high wind into
the Railway goal, that gave us,
instead of a great game from start
to stop, two rather one-sided
half-hours.
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To go even farther back, I'm
sure many of my readers
remember the Tipperary-Kilkenny
League final of 1954, when many
folk did not travel from the South
because of the snow that swept
like a Dblizzard across many
counties, while Croke Park was
barely playable due to torrential
rain and a strong wind to back it
up, even though that wind had
died away to a great extent by
game-time.

Even more memorable was the
windy final of 1956 when Tipperary
led Wexford by fifteen points at
half-time and yet were deservedly
beaten after the interval,

Nor remember, was this year's
football league final the first to be
hit by the gustiness of a wet and
windy May. There was the Kildare-
Dublin final of a few years ago,
and going, further back, there were
two finals in which Mayo were
concerned, and in each case the
wind was a dominant factor.

So I would suggest to Central
Council that they contemplate
changing the dates, even from the
first and second Sundays of May
to the second and third Sundays,
since, over the past decade, the
first Sunday is the worst date of
all.

I don’t think the change would
make all that difference to the
over-all schedule for the year, but
it could make a world of dif-
ference to the enjoyment of the
spectators and of the players.

One other point, the Central
Council might give a bit of

(Continued on page 19)
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Tipperary’s left full-back, Kieran Carey, loses his hurley in an attempt to stop a shot at goal by Wexford's
right corner-forward, Oliver McGrath, in the National Hurling League “home” final in Croke Park on

(Continued from page 17)

thought to, and it is this. Would
they ever issue a pamphlet giving
advice to linesmen and umpires,
on the same lines (though far less
elaborate, of course) than those
leaflets issued for the wuse of
referees a couple of years ago.

At the moment it is all too
obvious that, even in some big
games, the umpiring is not nearly
as good as it should be, and this
i1s as much due to lack of ‘savvy’ as
to lack of experience.

In the recent football league
final, a ball, punted into the wind,
seemed to be going narrowly wide
until it was within a foot of the
post, then it swerved inside the
upright, but the umpire on that
side, without turning his head,
signalled wide. One feels he had
made up his mind, as most of us
had, that the ball was going wide,
and he automatically signalled a
wide—too soon. Now, had he
more experience, he would surely
have stepped back a pace, and
then, if in doubt, should have
consulted his colleague. Unfor-
tunately, while this umpire was
signalling wide, his colleague was
seemingly reaching for the point
flag. The second umpire noticed
the first signalling wide and he
then changed his mind. I know

May 10.

it was a perfectly genuine mistake
all round, but such mistakes
should not occur.

I feel that a little instructional
leaflet should be made out for
umpires and linesmen advising
them on such matters as one
umpire going back to ‘line-up’
high balls coming between the
posts and the other staying put to
keep a watch on the ‘square’.

Umpires should also be
instructed to act as a team and
not as individuals, and, if in
doubt, to call in the referee, that
is what all three of them are there
for, to ensure fair play to all. In
addition I feel that a linesman, if
in doubt about an award of a
touch ball, should not hesitate to
consult the referee, who, being
usually on the inside of the field
of play, is likely to have had a
clear view of exactly whom a ball
may have rebounded off than the
linesman could have had.

I am prompted to make these
suggestiong principally because we
have some very good umpires and
linesmen and, having seen these
in action, I feel the tactics they
adopt in doing their duties would
add to the pleasure of watching
our games, if adopted by all such

officials.
I admit, though, that the idea
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of a pamphlet is not original but
1s prompted by a little book of
advice and hints to referees and
officials which is issued to its
‘referees and field officials’ by the
Australian Rules people.

This is neither a rule-book nor
an official guide, but a collection
of helpful suggestions, which also
discussed the best garb for a
referee, how he should prepare
himself for a big game, and even
suggests what he should or should
not eat or drink beforehand.
Trivial, maybe; thorough, vyes.
And why should not we be just as
thorough as the Australians. After
all the Australian Rules Associa-
tion should be glad to give us
some hints, since they long ago
stole our Gaelic point-posts.

Congratulations to John Doyle
on setting up yet more new League
records, since, as far as I am
concerned, he has already won
that tenth League. To me John
has always personified the hurling
spirit of Tipperary and he well
deserved the tribute paid to him
by a typical Tipperary saggart as
we came down from the Cusack
Stand, after Wexford’s hopes had
been crushed.

“John Doyle,” he said, “is the
Matt the Thrasher of the
Twentieth Century.”
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The Newtownbutler team which won the Fermanagh senior football title in 1917,

HE photograph which accom-

panies this article shows the

men of Newtownbutler who cap-

tured the Fermanagh senior

football title in 1917. With them is

the county’s great patriot-priest,
Canon Tom Maguire.

I came on the photograph quite
recently and could not resist the
challenge to piece together the
story which is behind it.

The present Newtownbutler
club, St. Comgall’s, was reformed
by Canon Maguire in 1938. Many
of its current players and mentors
are the descendants of the men of
1917. A few years after that
victory the club broke up and
almost all of the players drifted to
Wattlebridge who later captured
county honours. However, when in
1938 Canon Maguire reformed the
club the men of Wattlebridge
answered the call once more.

But let’'s go back to 1917—to
the steps of the railway station on
that fine Autumn evening when
this historic photograph was
taken. Who are they ?

THE STORY BEHIND THE PI

By MATT FITZPATRICK

Starting with the back row and
from left to right—~frst we have
Captain James McKenna, a man
with a great national record who
later joined the Irish Army. Next
to him is Mick McGarvey, the
youngest of a famous family trio
whose contribution to Fermanagh
football could not be measured.
Mick could kick a ‘dead’ ball sixty
yards no bother, Third in the back
row is Frank Meehan. Big Frank
was a great defender and a
tremendous local favourite,

Moving on to the centre row and
again reading from the left we
have first Peter McQuade (stand-
ing), Peter was the club secretary,
trainer and a player as well. He
was in fact the man who did
everything and did it well.

Next to Peter 1is
Cologan who hailed from the
Wattlebridge district and later
took a very active part in the
fight for freedom. Next to him is
Comdt. Matt Fitzpatrick, the
younger of four brothers who put
the cause of Ireland first. Matt
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George

died in action—a victim of the
British forces. He was my uncle.

Frank Murray is still alive. I
saw the great muscular man
recently in Belfast and he certainly
belied his age. Frank’s nephew,
Peter and Michael, were team-
mates of mine in somewhat recent
years when we brought the title
back to Newtownbutler.

Last in the centre row is Eddie
McAdam. Those who remember,
describe him as a tremendous
player who would completely
outclass any of the county’s
present mid-fielders.

In the front row we have first of
all Willie McGarvey, who was a
brilliant forward. He gave out-
standing service to the club.
Second in the front row is Tommy
Murray—a cousin of Big Frank’s.
Tommy is also still alive and likes
nothing better than to discuss the
old days—“when the game was
somewhat slower but the men were
better and knew how to give and
take without childish outlbursts of
bad temper.”



John Fitzpatrick was a man who
performed great scoring feats. They
still talk of him and say that his
likes has not come on the scene
since.

Dan McQuillan was the team’s
captain. He was a man of great
strength and a tremendous centre-
half. His son, Fergus, is the present
chairman of the Fermanagh minor
Board, while county full back,
Sean Maguire, is a nephew. Other
nephews too have continued on
the great tradition—Eric, for
exambole, captained the county in
the 1945 Ulster final, while Alfie
is a prominent legislator with the
Shamrock’s club in London.

Simon Egan came from “up
country’—County Louth to be
precise. He was a tailor employed
in the locality and he could tread
his way through a back line as he
did a needle. I cannot ascertain
if he is still alive for he left the
district many years ago. However
they still remember in Newtown-
butler.

Finally we have Joe McNamee
another man who served club and
county with distinction. His sons
Charlie, Michael and Desie (R.I.P.)
all starred in their turn, while a
grandson, Maurice, is now playing
particularly well in London.

Standing to the left is Canon
Maguire, a man known and loved
throughout Ireland—representing
them, as he has done ever since,
the unconquered and uncon-
querable spirit of Fermanagh.

Also a member of that team but
not in the photograph was Tommy
McGarvey, To him, Tommy
Murray, and my father I owe
thanks for this brief glance into
the past. And it was but a brief
glance—not in any way doing
justice to the great men who make
the story.

Most of them are now gone to a
Heavenly reward—but their
memory lives on and the tradition
which they built will never die.

NEXT MONTH we will take a

glance at present Antrim cham-
pions—5t. John’s.

Look and feel younger and more active

in Linia, the all-elastic supporter shorts that

take inches off your waist. Linia shorts

are scientifically designed to give correct support.
Wear them instead of ordinary shorts —

their washable elastic weave fabric is lightweight,
cool and comfortable. At Arnotts now. 32/6

LINIA ALL-ELASTIC SUPPORTER SHORTS

404;2 MAN’'S SHOP, DUBLIN

21




—*—%
_____.___._—_—n—u———l—l————-—_—-

....uuulllllll|||““|"m“ml

|
m“”""m”"ml"II"”””IH

"“HH‘IIlIIIHIIIIl"i.m.........

|

gives you

MORE POWER

to work more acres
per day!

—THEY'RE STANDARD

EQUIPMENT !
% Dual Clutch. % Safety Dual Filtering
¥k Live P.T.O. of all oil systems,

¥ Automatic Hydraulic
Control — no clutch
operation needed. ¥ 24 Volt lighting and
¥ Differential lock. starting,

20, 30- 40 and 60 h.p.

% Swinging Drawbar.

WRITE FOR FULL PARTICULARS TO :—

McCAIRNS MOTORS LTD.

(Tractor Division) SANTRY Phone 45191

Admar,

CORK CO-OPERATIVE
MARTS LID.

The Pioneers of
Irish Co-operative Livestock Sales
Bandon, Fermoy, Midleton, Millstreet,
Skibbereen and Mallow

Catering for the marketing of Cattle, Sheep and
Pigs for County Cork, also parts of Kerry,
Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford. Unrivalled
facilities available for the arrival and dispatch of
all livestock both for home and export trade.
Special facilities for handling tested Cattle.

All enquiries to the Manager. Telephone: Bandon,

51 and 182; Fermoy, 99 and 120; Midleton, 161

and 162; Millstreet, 58 and 59; Skibbereen, 109
and 110; Mallow, 294 and 295.

Head Office :

36 PATRICK’S QUAY, CORK
Tel. : 25284.

For

Prefabricated
Buildings

of all descriptions . .

CONSULT

William Carroll

BALLINTAGGART
CALLAN Co. Kilkenny

Telephone : BALLINGARRY (Thurles) 22.




Tl S e

s
i
e -"':r';.-‘:, o e

'lI 5,
:-. o
i
'|.I'I.ll
‘v

Joe Salmon (left) and Charlie Gallagher (centre) pictured with Broadway restaurant owner
James Goode, a native of Cappataggle, Co. Galway, when they visited New York n
April for the Kennedy Memorial Games al Gaelic Park.

WERE THEY THE FIRST?

Y mother, God be good to her,

always warned me about get-
ting into arguments. If you can’t
prove that what you're saying 13
right, she often told me, then keep
your mouth shut. So, I had better
make it quite clear here and now
that I am not looking for an argu-
ment . . . but just for information.

Not so very long ago when the
inimitable John Kerry O’Donnel]
was here in Ireland to invite
individual players to America to
take part in the Kennedy Memorial
Games, a certain Kerryman nearly
ate the head off me when I sug-
gested—notice, I did not use the
word “claim” — that the first
individual players—as distinct from
teams—to be invited to New York
to play with American teams were,
in fact, Corkmen.

With that traditional superiority
complex one finds so often 1n

asks Philip Roderick

Kerrymen, he immediately attacked
me and claimed that this honour
belonged to Kerry. He contended
that the first individual player to
be invited to New York was the
late Dick Fitzgerald.

And, of course, with the same
superiority complex that one finds
in all Corkmen, I contended that
the honour belonged to the Rebel
County.,

I was going on hearsay. Many,
many years ago, I remember hear-
ing that the first Irish footballer to
get an invitation to America was
the late Curry O’'Shea of Macroom
and I was going on that,

But one should beware of hear-
say. For when I started off on a
little research to find out if I was
right, I could find no trace, good
bad nor indifferent, that Curry was
ever invited to America.

But I did find out that four
23

Corkmen were invited out to
America as far back as 1908 and
they were Shawn Lehane and
Shawn Kelleher of Macroom and
the famous Charlie Paye of Fermoy
and Mickey Twomey of the Lees.

That year, after the famous
replay against Kerry at the Cork
Athletic Ground they were taken
out specially to New York to play
with the Corkmen in exile and, by
all accounts, they performed
brilliantly.

And even though I spent a few
days in the National Library,
poring over old newspaper files, I
failed to trace any other invita-
tions.

As I said early on, I am not
claiming that these four Corkmen
were the first . . . but can any of
our readers throw any further light
on the subject?




THE MAN WHO MADE A

T was a fine Summer evening
back in 1930 or '31 and dusk
was but an hour away. We began
to stroll leisurely across the Croke
Park we both knew so well. 1
commented on the fine condition
of the sod. But he wasn’t really
listening. Instead he was gazing
about him—his eyes sweeping over
the dull coloured earth banks
which virtually surrounded the
pitch. He began to talk.

As I listened Padraig O Caoimh
unfolded the new Croke Park
before me. It was a Croke Park
of gigantic concrete stands and
endless terracing — where one
hundred thousand people would
come and be facilitated. Exact
details, facts and figures rolled
from him and to be quite frank
I thought he was talking nonsense.

One hundred thousand people—

a young man’s fanciful dream. I
didn't argue. Instead I went home
later that night and forgot all
about it.

Of course he was right. The
dream came true—or to be more
accurate, he made it come true.
He was a man of extraordinary
vision. With him it was never a
question of being in step with the
march of progress. He was always
ahead.

I first met him in 1926—at that
year’s Munster football final.
Three years later he was Secretary.
The Association never looked
back. He became its heart—
hourly pumping life into its far-
flung arteries. It grew—just as
did Croke Park, its national
symbol. Like the mighty pillars
which hold erect the great con-
crete stands, the G.A.A. under the
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guidance of Padraig O Caoimh was
unshakeable.

His achievements and innova-
tions are legion and have been
constantly recalled and referred to
since his tragic death. The new
Croke Park certainly stands as his
monument and I have no doubt
at all but that his greatest achieve-
ment was Iin maintaining unity
within the Association when every-
where else there was bitter dis-
unity. In office he submerged his
own feelings and with them every-
body else’s.

Not that he wasn’t at times a
man of rigid ideas. He was, and
many is the clash I had with him.
He often vexed me no end. But
yet he was the man I would first
turn to the next day if needs be.

I owe him some immense
personal favours. I am not alone

DREAM
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ig O Caoimh
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in this. He was always available
to assist and advise. He raised
the Association to heights which
he alone had dreamed of and in
raising it, he himself became a
great and respected national
figure. At heart though he
remained a humble man.

I can recall numerous occasions
when in the course of some
county board meeting in counties
where over the years 1 happened
to be stationed, he would enter
quietly and sit at the back.

It wasn’t that he had come to
observe or report but just that he
happened to be in the area and
decided to drop in. He would sit
at the back—alongside the anxious
and not too articulate junior club
delegate and very often it is with
him too that he would leave.

Now he has gone leaving behind

him one of the greatest, and cer-
tainly the most complete, national
achievements of the century.

So complete has been his
achievement that at least in one
respect his successor faces an
easy task. Easy because the road
ahead is clear and well made.
O Caoimh hewed it through rock
and briar, over mountains and
across deep and perilous valleys.
All that now needs to be done
is follow straight ahead over level
terrain.

However,
leaves will

filling
in other respects be
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the void he

most difficult, but again he has
left us a great organisation which

now commands the best of
Ireland’s men. His success assures
a worthy successor.

To his wife and family I extend

sincere condolence. Their loss
is shared by many.
God be good to him — and

indeed I know he has been. He
is to-day with Croke, the saintly
man of Cashel; with Davin of the
great strength, and Cusack of the
nimble mind. He is at home in
that section of the Heavens long
reserved for great Irishmen.
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The Westmeath hurlers fought a
hard and glorious campaign to
capture the National League
Division II. There were some par-
ticularly fine games and virtually
everybody who saw them was sur-
prised at the high standard.

However, it was a very odd
state of affairs that after West-
meath had beaten Laois in the final
there was no cup or trophy of any
kind for them to take home. No
ceremony on the steps of the
Hogan stand for the gallant Mid-
landers. Why ?

Next year there must be a cup
and a fitting presentation for the
winners of this division. It is a
national competition. If we are
serious at all about the revival of
hurling we will not continue to
relegate the weaker hurling
counties to a second-class citizen-
ship status.

MIGHTY CONTRAST

Just visualise the contrast—
Croke Park with its mighty stands
and immense crowd, and a very
ordinary and almost deserted
Dublin junior pitch out in White-
hall. There 1is a tremendous
difference  between the two
settings. Yet, the All-Ireland col-
leges’ hurling final was played at
Croke Park and the All-Ireland
vocational schools’ hurling final
was played at Whitehall.

In this age of technology and
science, our vocational schools are
probably more important to the
country than are our colleges and
secondary day-schools. But let us
say that they are of equal
importance.

“LOOKING
L AROUND

By FEAR FAIRE

Now, I realise that the vocational
school championships are a some-
what new innovation, but they
must not be ftreated as a poor
relation. They deserve the support
and the interest of all—from the

Central Council down to the
casual follower. We all realise
what a great contribution to

Gaelic Games has been made by
the C.B.S. schools and the colleges
but the vocational schools can in
turn be just as productive—pro-
vided we give them the oppor-
tunity plus the support they
deserve,

MONEY FOR T.A.M.

The B.B.C. saw fit to write out
a handsome cheque for the right
to televise brief extracts from the
Whit G.A.A. games at Wembley.
Telefis Eireann sees fit to write out
handsome cheques for the right to
televise English soccer finals from
the same venue. The G.A.A.
rewards Telefis Eireann by allow-
ing it to show the All-Ireland
finals and semi-finals plus the
Railway Cup finals—all for the
token fee of ten guineas. Crazy
isn’t it ? It could only happen in
Ireland.

Seriously though, it is now time
that Telefis Eireann was made pay
well for its G.A.A. entry. This
institution is neither national nor
aspires to be. It is a commercial
business—in an effort to justify
much of its own low-level pro-
grammes, T.E. personalities and
chiefs constantly stress this point.
0.K. So it is a commercial con-
cern. Let’s treat it as one and stop
viewing it as a national charity

27

NO (UP FOR
WESTMEATH ?

and ourselvesg as national

philanthropists.

TAILTEANN GAMES

The N.A.C.A. recently took an
initial step on the road to
reviving the Tailteann Games
and I noticed that the man behind
the move was dynamic Ras Tail-
teann organiser, Joe Christle.

I am all for the idea. As we
know, the N.A.C.A. 1s a corporate
part of the G.A.A. and the
Tailteann Games would be in the
right and capable hands.

I also liked the added idea of
having the Games open to Inter-
national competitors from any
country that wished to compete.
This would be one sure way of
ending the thirty year-old ban
(brought about by England) which
prevents 90 per cent. of Irish
athletes and cyclists from taking
part in international competition.

It is time that the G.A.A.
threw its weight wholeheartedly
behind the athletes and cyclists,
who over the long years refused to
sell out for the paltry price of a
trip once in a while.

We must always remember that
had Gaelic Games been inter-
national we too would have been
suspended and banned from com-
peting internationally unless the
Association confined itself to
twenty-six counties.

This was the position of our
athletes and cyclists. They got
the choice of bending the knee to
the English motion or being sus-
pended. For them the choice was
an easy one and for the past thirty

(Continued on page 29)
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(Continued from page 27)
years the vast majority have stood
true.

There was the small section who
broke away to accept twenty-six
county status and the British
motion—these are the A.A.U. and
C.R.E. It is a tremendous

indication of the national strength

of the rest that these two com-
promising bodies have never
managed to get their foot outside
of Dublin.

Let's hope the N.A.C.A. proceed
with the revival of the Tailteann
Games. If they do, I know well
that they will receive every sup-
port from the largest and most
powerful force in Ireland today—
Cumann Luthchleas Gael.

U.C.G. WRONG

So U.C.G. were barred from the
Galway football championship.
Some people thought 1t was a
downright disgrace. Personally, I
thought it was a very correct
decision by both the Galway
County Board and the Connacht
Council.

Why should U.C.G. authorities
persist in ruling that all students
must play solely for the College ?
If the College were allowed
affiliate a team in the champion-
ship, students would be forced to
desert their own clubs and play
for the College whether they liked
1t or not.

U.C.G. cannot have its cake and
eat it. If it wants to play in the
Galway championship it cannot be
allowed do so at the expense of
all other clubs in the county.

Certainty if this compulsion
rule were removed U.C.G. would be
welcomed with open arms by the
Galway football Board. In that way
there would be fair play for all.
Any student who wished could
play for the College while those
who didn’t, could continue playing
with their home clubs.

Surely this is the way it should
be.

SIMON DEIGNAN

Simon Deignan is a man I have
long admired—and I still do. He

is a man who gives wholeheartedly
to the G.A.A. He did it during
his great playing days and he still
does in various capacities, He 1is
also a very sincere man and I
have always found his opinions to
be honest.

However, I must now take him
to task on something which he
recently wrote in the “Evening
Press’”. Advocating a middle of
the road policy with regard to the
Ban, he called for the elimination
of, among other things, Rule 26.

This is the Rule which prevents
British servicemen from Dbeing
members of the Association.
Simon feels that the usefulness of
this Rule is “now past history.”

It is odd that a Cavanman,
born and reared but a few miles
from that part of Ireland which is

occupied by armed  British
servicemen, should hold this
opinion.

While British troops remain in
occupation in any part of Ireland,
Rule 26 must remain in the

Official Guide. When the day
comes that these forces of oc-
cupation go—then most certainly
Rule 26 will be “past history”

. but not ’till then, Simon.

There is never smoke without
some reason for it and there must
have been a logical reason for the
fact that both the Kerry and the
Cork County Boards recently
found cause to criticise the
service which was being provided
by C.I.LE. on the occasion of
major games in Dublin.

Surely we are a long way
removed from the days of the
Great Southern Railway—when it
became necessary for Kerry to
pass-up an All-Ireland final (and
probably a victory) so as to
effectively protest at the dastardly
policy of that company.

Kerry won their point then and
thanks to them G.A.A. fans and
teams began to get proper service.
Let’s hope that a mild written
protest has been equally effective
in this recent case.
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NICK O'DONNEILL

ICK O'DONNELL — prince of
backs and prince of sportsmen
has retired. When I spoke to him
on the day of the Wexford-Cork
National League semi-final neither
he nor I knew that his great career
had finally reached its end, and so
now the hero of so many glorious
Wexford victories has left his gifted
camaq aside. The symbol of sports-
manship and manliness has gone,
leaving hurling considerably the
poorer,
But then has he not bequeathed
a rich heritage? The memory of
fifteen years of truly glorious
hurling, which saw him acclaimed

‘ FACE TO FACE WITH SEAN O'DONNELL

as the greatest full back of them
all, lives on. It lives to inspire
young men to follow his example
—to strive for his standard in both
play and sportsmanship,

He will be remembered as a
Wexfordman—but, of course, he
was born and reared in Graigue-
namanagh, Co. Kilkenny. He won
a junior All-Ireland medal with the
Black and Amber in 1946 and was
also a substitute on the senior
team that year and in the follow-
ing year’'s senior final.

Shortly afterwards he moved to
Enniscorthy and his displays with
St. Aidan’s quickly merited him a
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place on the Wexford fifteen, The
Leinster selectors too were quick
to acclaim him. He made his debut
in the provincial colours in 1951.

By then Wexford hurling was on
the march. Years of glorious vic-
tories and equally glorious defeats
followed. O’Donnell was so much
part of it all,

His recent comeback as a full
forward showed once again his
great hurling craft. Although thirty-
eight since last September, hs
could still wield the caman with
the best of them and in a few
brief games established himself a
master in his new role.

It was a short comeback—Dbut
sufficiently successful to act as a
fitting last chapter in the memor-
able career of the great O’'Donnell,

This then is the interview which
I had with him on the day of the
Wexford-Cork league semi-final:

Question—Do you ever regret
not having continued to play with
your native county?

O’Donnell—No, I have no regrets
in not having remained with Kil-
kenny., Wexford is a grand sport-
ing county and I have been very
happy with them,

Q—To what do you attribute
Wexford’s great sportsmanship?

O’'D.—To hurling ability and
also to officials like the late Liam
Murphy, Senator Sean Browne and
present secretary, Paddy Roche.

Q.—What Wexford victory gave
you most satisfaction ?

O’'D.—OQur win over Cork in the
1956 All-Ireland final.

Q.—What  prompted  Bobby
Rackard and yourself to carry
Christy Ring off the field at the
end of that game?

O'D.—It was just one of those



things, It was also that sort of a
game. You will remember how,
with only minutes remaining and
Wexford hanging on to a slim lead,
Christy broke through and sent in
a rasping shot which looked a goal
all the way. But Art Foley brought
off a brilliant save and in a flash
sent it back out field. Christy, who
was still charging in, grabbed
Foley’s hand and shook it, That
save won Wexford the title and
Christy knew it—it also cost him
his ninth All-Ireland medal. But
yet he acknowledged the save with
a spontaneous gesture of sports-
manship., Looking back on it, it
might be said that Bobby Rackard
and I were sort of returning the
compliment.

Q.—Do you always concentrate
on the ball rather than the man?

O’'D.—To play hurling as it
should be played it is essential to
keep one’s eye on the ball. The
man is of secondary importance,

Q.—Have you any itdeas on how
the standard of hurling could be
improved ?

O’'D.—Better referees would cer-
tainly help and to revert back to
the previous question—motre con-
centration on the ball would bring
about considerable improvement in
the game.

Q.—How is the standard of club
hurling in Wexford?

O’'D.—I doubt if the standard
has ever been higher than it is &t
present. There is tremendous keen-
ness and enthusiasm.

Q.—Do you enjoy hurling as
much now as you did say ten or
fifteen years ago?l

O’D.—Yes, I still enjoy every
minute of it ag much as ever,

Q.—How long more do you
tntend to continue in the game?

O’D.—As yet I have not decided
~but I love the game so much
that I find it very difficult to make
the final break.

Q.—When you were growing up
was there any particular player
that you idolised?

O’'D.—Yes, Paddy Phelan of Kil-
kenny. He was the idol of my
youth.

Q.—Is there any county that you
particularly like playing against?

O’D.—Kilkenny—not because 1
want to see them beaten but
because they are, and always were,
a grand sporting team, It is a
pleasure to meet them and win
lose or draw it is always an enjoy-

+ able game.

Q.—When playing full back
whar full forward gave you most
difficulty?

O’D.—Tim Flood.

Q.—Were you disappointed on
hearing that the National League
“home” final was, after all, not
going to be played in New York?

O’D.—No——at least not person-
ally, but I would like to see the
younger players get a chance of
seeing America,

Q.—Finally, Nick, have you any
other sporting interests,

O’'D.—Yes, I like golf and play
whenever I get a chance.
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BY CHRIS MURRAY

BUSY DAYS IN THE WEST

HE month of May will be
remembered in Connacht as
a period of intense activity in
grounds development. Early in the
month we had the opening of the
new Mountbellew park with Gal-
way and Roscommon footballers
putting on a lively performance to
mark the occasion.
Two weeks later it was Strokes-
town’s turn. Here the enthusiastic
committee in charge received a set-

back when the carefully planned
opening had to be postponed due
to flooding. However, the work
has been done and that is the main
thing,

As I am in the act of completing
these notes, the Gaels of Carrick-
on-Suir are about to realise their
dream and Padirc Shedin Mhic
Diarmada stands a fitting monu-
ment to their enthusiasm and hard
work.

A job has been well done at all
three venues and certainly none
can say that Connacht is not on
the march when it comes to
providing for the future.

ST. JARLATH'’S

T. JARLATH'S College, Tuam,
have won their fifth Hogan

Cup title—a wonderful record,
when one considers that the Cup
has been competed for but eleven
times. The drawn game at Athlone
was one of the three best games
I have ever seen and undoubtedly
the best college game I have seen.
The performances of Ryan, Col-
reavy, Reilly, Reynolds, Donlon,
Doris and Mulvihill for St. Mel's
and McLaughlin, Shannon, Downes,
Hanley, Earley, Cunnane, McCor-
mack, McDonagh, Duggan, Charles

We all want nicely cut grass areas fiagss s s >
and lawns but what a chore if con- &
ditions have to be ideal for cutting.
So much else better to do. That's g
when you appreciate an 18" &
Hayterette. The rotary grass &
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and McPhillips for Tuam in the
two games are still being talked
of. This is a wonderful competition
and I have seldom seen a team
master the prevailing windy con-
ditions as St. Jarlath’s did in
Tullamore in the replay. Their star
in this game was left half back Joe
Earley, a ginger haired Mayo lad
who, like many more of both sides,

should be heard of again.
FATHER KAVANAGH

Ask for free demonstration.

Take your bow Fr. Brendan
Kavanagh, the successful St
Jarlath’s trainer. A native of
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Annaghdown, Fr. Kavanagh was a
grand college’s player himself and
playved at centre half back for the
Connacht colleges in the early
'forties. A modest unassuming
man, Fr. Kavanagh has certainly
got the winning formula and it is
gratifying to Galway followers to
know that he is available to coach
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the county’s minor fifteen in the
forthcoming chambionships.

STRONG SUPPORT

Before leaving the Tuam scene,
I must pay tribute to the many
co-helpers Fr. Kavanagh has in the
College. The President, Rev. Dr.
M. I. Mooney needs no introduc-
tion. Neither does Rev. P Mahon,
Chairman of the Galway Football
Board. Then you have Rev. M.
O’Grady, a native of Kinvara and
the hurling trainer, whose zeal will
bring the big break-through in
hurling ere long. Rev. P. Williams
(a Clareman), Rev. C. Canavan (a

Hogan Cup medal winner In
1945-'47) and all the other
professors on the top of the

college’s football world.

And the past-pupils play their
parts too. There is never a St.
Jarlath’s game that Sean Purcell,

Jack Mahon, John and Pat
Donnellan, Seamus Leyvdon,
Seamus Colleran, John Morley,

John Oliver Moran, Sean Flanagan,
Gerry Prendergast and the host of
others do not attend if at all
possible. I saw Sean Purcell, Jack
Mahon, Pat Donnellan and Seamus
Leydon converging on the Jarlath's
dressing room at Tullamore. Such
interest from former stars of the
college is bound to help. The spirit
of St. Jarlath’s is very high again
—in fact after bringing off the
Hogan Cup and the grand slam in
Connacht it was probably never
higher.

REV. T. TARPEY

Congratulations are in order too
to Fr. Tommy Tarpey, the St.
Mary’s College trainer, on the great
display of his hurlers in the Croke
Cup semi-final against the eventual
winners Limerick C.B.S. Fr. Tommy
is a native of Ardrahan and played
at full-back for the Galway minors
in an All-Ireland final against Cork
in the early ‘’fifties. Like St.
Jarlath’s, St. Mary’s deserve great
credit for bringing off the grand

slam in Connacht’s hurling once

again.

| IMERICK CITY LIBRARY %
REFERENCE DEPT.

GALWAY YEARBOOK
HE first ever Galway G.A.A.
Yearbook is on sale and is a
tremendous bargain for half a
crown. Well illustrated and printed,
it contiins a complete survey of
the year in Galway with contri-
butions from such well known
Gaels as Sean Purcell, Jimmy
Duggan, Martin Newell, Joe
Sweeney, Rev, B. Kavanagh, Rev.
T. Tarpey, Mickey Cullinane and
Jack Mahon among others. This is

an initial venture which we hope
other counties will follow.

CASTLEGAR BACK

Castlegar hurlers, out for a year,
are back with a bang and have
already annexed the Galway S.H.L.
title of 1964. In the final they
trounced the county champions,
Turloughmore, and in doing so
served notice to all and sundry
that they will take beating in the
championship.
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“MAKEIT #° BULMERS ALL ROUND, JOE

cider.
Brimming with mellowship. For

twosomnes
somes and moresomes — Cider all

round. Every round. Decide on
Cider. It’s a real drink.

BULMER'S CIDER
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Four cool glasses of clear sparkling

Bubbling with fellowship.

and threesomes, four-
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CREAMERIE td.
STEWART’S | CREAMERIES Lid

MILK, BUTTER, CREAM

CaSh Stores AND CREAM ICES,

FRESH ORANGE DRINK (SUNKAP)

LIMITED *
NO CREAM ICES CAN BE
SAINEOLAITHE BIA BETTER THJiN THE BEST
15-25 Ormonde Gardens,
= Belfast
66 CRAOBH FAOI DO REIR I mBEAL Telephone 59566
FEIRSTE AGUS I mBAILTE MORA Agents for Frozen Foods
AN CHUIGE
<

For That Late Holiday

. ) ) COME TO THE
%' Seirbhis nios fearr ort BEAUTIFUL

* Coigleann ta breis ISLE OF MAN

THE IDEAL HOLIDAY RESORT
WITH ITS OWN SPECIAL
CHARM AND APPEAL

Priomh-Oifig :

For Brochure and Fuller
Details Contact Your
Local Travel Agent Now

BOTHAR GREENVYVILLE, or
ISLE OF MAN TOURIST
BEAL EEIRSTE INFORMATION OFFICE
(RIGBY’S LIMITED)
5, Grafton Arcade, 54/56 Howard Street,
TELEPHONE 57271 Grafton Street, BELFAST 1.
DUBLIN 2.
Telephone : 72409, Telephone : 22292/3.




ULL marks and more to the
schoolboys of Listowel —
ranging in age from seven to four-
teen—and their teacher, Michael
Keane, for the splendid display of
civic spirit when they mustered
ninety strong recently, complete
with a wide variety of implements,
including wheelbarrows, shovels
and picks, and thoroughly drained
a three acre field.

Earlier, after much planning and
plotting, they had coaxed nine
tractor and two lorry owners into
a day’s work drawing gravel and
sand, which they had got from
another generous donor.

The boys dug drains, three feet
deep and nine inches in width,
over a total length of 240 feet. This
operation completed, they laid on
the banks seven hundred and
twenty feet of plastic piping in
handy ten foot lengths.

Then, when all was ready, the
boys took up positions along the
entire area of the excavations and
proceeded to lay the pipes—a job
they finished in the record space
of ten minutes.

The next task was to cover the
pipes with the sand and gravel,
after which the sods were replaced
and the assignment successfully
completed—the entire job taking
seven hours of solid work.

A notable feature was that
teacher Michael Keane, in super-
vising the operation gave all his
instructions in the  national
language.

What was it all in aid of you
might ask? The boys needed a
playing field, and they certainly
went the right way about getting
it.

They definitely have earned the

pleasure they will get out of it
when they play with great gusto

BRAVO, BOYS!

on the new pitch later on in the
season.

And as for the headline they
have set. Well to many, and not
all of them schoolboys, they could
say: “Go thou and do likewise !”

LIMERICK C.B.S.

The winning by Limerick C.B.S.
of the Dr. Harty Cup, after a lapse
of thirty-two years, was an achive-
ment that aroused memorable
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enthusiasm. The final at Limerick
Gaelic Grounds, drew an atten-
dance that was easily a record for
a school game anywhere, and the
Munster Colleges’ Council had their
greatest windfall ever in a “gate”
well into the four figure category.

When the Limerick boys capped
their Southern success by winning
the All-Ireland Colleges’ hurling
crown the victory was greeted 1n
remarkable fashion in the City by
the Shannon.

The popular Mayor, Mrs. Frances
Condell, decided they should have
a civic reception, and so the entire
Corporation was at Limerick Rail-
way Terminus to greet their
return with the Cup. To the ex-
plosion of fog signals, the hooting
of diesel sirens, and the cheers of
a huge multitude, the members of
the winning team were escorted
to the platform, where speeches of
welcome were delivered by the
Mayor and the President of the
school’s Past Pupils Union, and
responded to by the Rev. Superior
and the team captain, following
which five bands led a victory
parade through the streets of
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EAMUS O CEALLAIGH
Limerick to the School, where
bonfires blazed and  further
enthusiastic scenes were witnessed.
It was the greatest ever reception
accorded a winning All-Ireland
side in Limerick.

Such excitement and enthusiasm
should prove of great assistance to
Shannonside hurling, but on
investigating the role members of
other outstanding Limerick school
teams of the past played in sub-

sequent years in G.A.A. affairs we
hit against a very sobering fact.

It would be interesting to
discover whether the same applies
to other counties also, particularly
the larger centres of population,
but in Limerick anyway the ten-
dency has been for quite a few of
those who were prominent at
hurling and football in their
schooldays to turn to other codes
afterwards.

That this is peculiar to the
Gaelic Games’ schoolboy seems
evident from the fact that rarely
do we meet a boy from the schools
where the foreign codes hold sway
seeking membership of a G.A.A.
club.

Why is the hurler or footballer
so anxious to try his skill at rugby
or soccer, whilst the lad from the
rugby playing school does not
usually evince any anxiety to play
the Gaelic code ?

Hurling is an expensive game
and is often back breaking work
keeping a hurling club in existence.
That hardly applies to Gaelic
football, however.

The popularity of soccer, par-
ticularly in thickly populated

districts, could be the ease of
getting eleven players together,
and then the small pitch they

need.
(Continued page 36.)




J. ]. CONWAY & SONS

Suppliers of TURNSTILES
to all Leading Sportsgrounds

80 JAMESTOWN ROAD, INCHICORE, DUBLIN.
Telephone : 53552.

For quicker growth and better egg production, it pays you to
GO for GLYNN'’S balanced Poultry Rations

CHICKS, LAYERS, BROILERS, TURKEYS
All benefit from GLYNN’S MEAL

¥ Available from yvour local Merchant

M. GLYNN & SONS LIMITED

HIGH-GRADE FLOUR AND ANIMAL FEEDING STUFFS
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(From page 35.)

Does the ban affect the G.A.A.
in that a young Iad, through
curiosity as to the type of game
soccer or rugby is, participates in
a match of either code and is then
persuaded he cannot go back and
play Gaelic Games? Few active
youths would be prepared to
remain idle for any lengthy period
as a prelude to re-instatement.

At least one Southern county
board adopts the very wise course
of turning the blind eye on trans-
gressions of players under juvenile
age. Maybe if this was generally
extended to embrace all school-
going players it might prove a
very useful step as far as the
G.A.A. is concerned.

Some may turn up their eyes
in horror at any such suggestion,
But the fact remains that the
G.A.A. is losing a lot of good
material-—much of it through
ignorance of the real aims and
outlook of the Association.

Young boys are not very
interested in the national as
distinct from the playing side of
the G.A.A., and it is not easy to
blame them from going off with
their pals, taking the easy road,
and playing a game that required
the minimum of participants and
the smallest of pitches. And, of
course, many are fetched too, in
youthful fancy, by the stories of
big transfer fees, and visits to far
away places.

Some of the boys who go from
the G.A.A. are worth looking after,
and so, for that reason the ques-
tion deserves serious consideration.
We all know there are many
participating in other codes whom
most Gaelic clubs would not touch
with a forty-foot pole—but there
are others who are a distinct loss
to the association. The tragedy of
it is that quite a number might be
said to have drifted more through
misadventure than any real
rebellion against the national ideals
that go part and parcel with our
national games.



HANDBALL

SUPPOSE, it is hardly necessary
for me to mention, that the
rules pertaining to championship
handball ordain that games shall
be decided on the rubber basis,
viz., five sets of twentv-one aces
for senior and junior and three
sets for minor. A senior hardball
game, however, extends over a full
seven sets of twenty-one aces. Such
was the accepted modus operandi
down through the years, until the
Gael-Linn competition was
initiated in 1954.

As this pools organisation had
occasion to use the matches, a
clear-cut result was required every
Sunday evening, and, needless to
say the rubber system was a
rather cumbersome way of
acquiring this. Our handballing
intellectuals got to work and came
up with the bright idea that the
Gael-Linn competition would be
played on a time-basis.

Like most new ideas it was not
hailed as enthusiastically at the

outset, but as the competition
gained In stature and some
thrilling games ensued, many

officials and players began thinking
in terms of time-basis for all com-
petitions.

Little wonder then, that a motion
appeared on the agenda for
Annual Congress of 1962 suggesting
that all championships should be
played over a specified time-limit.
I can remember, the youthful
Kildare executive, Matt Purcell,
putting his points so clearly that
day, that he was in fact instru-
mental, in converting some of the
counties whom we thought were

clasped in the claws of tradition.

The motion, of course, was lost,
but at least the wheels of con-
troversy which have been gaining
impetus in the past two years had
been set in motion.

Thus, today, amid a bewilder-
ment of devious handball ideas we
ask ourselves—“Does handball
need a change.”

“Doctors differ and patients
die.”” There is no fear of such a
fate for handball, although there
is no doubt about it, our Executives
are certainly differing on this
matter. Harking back to Annual
Congress of 1963, we reflect on
the words of the Council’s Presi-
dent, Rev. Fr. Neville, when in his
opening address, he said :(—

“T am certain that the intro-
duction of time-basis would
definitely make our games more
attractive from the spectator’s
point of view.” It may change, he
said, and eliminate a lot of our

older players from the inter-
county scene, but it would certainly
mean an attractively arranged

programme, which would be made
to fit in with the public’s Sunday
arrangements.

Equally adamant that no change
is necessary to the basic principles
of the game, is Jimmy O’Brien, of
Kilkenny, who, has from time to
time, stressed that to change from
the customary rubber system would
be akin to undermining the wvery
foundations on which the game
was built. Mr. O’Brien, incidentally,
is a past President of the Council
and former Chairman of the

Leinster Council.
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- By ALLEYMAN

DO WE NEED A CHANGE?

And so with the present and
a former President of the Handball
Council expressing different views,
the cue has been accepted by
handballers up and down the
country to take sides.

The time-basis men argue that
its introduction would make hand-
ball a much more attractive game
from the spectators’ viewpoint, and
that it would also alleviate much
of the unnecessary delay which
some players assume as an integral
part of their game.

Those in favour of the old
established system maintain that
as such handball, like many other
games, is «f its very make-up
essentially one for the player and
that there is no point in trying to
attract a major spectator interest
which in fact is not there at all.

They also say that the deletion
of the rubber system would spell
finish to some of the magnificent
recoveries we have witnessed by
our top players down the years.

Then there is the third party
and they say: “Why not mediate on
the matter—Ileave the old system
as it stands, but instead of playing
five sets of twenty-one aces, sub-
stitute five sets of ten minutes

duration instead.
So much for one of the major

issues of the handball world just
now.

It shows an awareness by our
administrators of the necessity of
keeping abreast with progress, and
whether any alterations are made
in the years ahead, or not, hand-
ball will have had a good brushing
down and in the long-run will
benefit enormously.




FRANCISCAN
PILGRIMAGE
TO 'LOURDES

(By kind permission of Most Rev. C. Lucey, D.D., Bishop of Cork
and Ross)

AIR SECTION : 23rd to 30th September

FARE FROM DUBLIN: 42 GNS.

OVERLAND SECTION : 22nd Sept. to 2nd Oct.

FARE FROM DUBLIN: 46 GNS.

Booking Forms and details from :
Franciscan Friary, Liberty St., Cork: Franciscan Friary, Clonmel, Co.

Tipperary, or American Express Ltd.,, 116 Grafton St.,, Dublin;
American Express Ltd., 8 North St., Belfast.

INVALID SECTION : 24th to 29th September
EARLY BOOKING ADVISABLE

Write now for details to : Franciscan Friary at Cork or Clonmel.

Good Shepherd

Yocations

In imitation of her Divine Master,

the Good Shepherd Sister spends

her life in working for the Salvation
of Souls.

To accomplish the regeneration
and rehabilitation of Souls each
Good Shepherd Sister in addition
to the three Vows of Religion takes
a special fourth Vow—A VOW OF
ZEAL FOR SOULS—in fulfilment
of which she spends herself as an
active co-operator and co-worker
with Jesus the Good Shepherd for
the Salvation of Souls purchased by
His Precious Blood.

For full particulars apply to:—
MOTHER PROVINCIAL

Convent of the Good Shepherd
Limerick

For the ideal home Al woop
Kitchen
Units

see
the model
kitchen

in our

exhibition

centre (Ist floor)

DOCKRELL'S

OF GEORGE'S STREET, DUBLIN

the TASTE tells . . .

CAPPOQUIN
Quality Products

Choicest PORK SAUSAGES,
Black and White PUDDINGS
HAM and VEAL, BRAWN,
LUNCHEON SAI/SAGE,

“HAM AND DUCK” Brand Sausage Roll

Quality on par with our
Flavourful mild-cured bacon

CAPPOQUIN
BACON FACTORY LTD.

CAPPOQUIN, CO. WATERFORD
FAMOUS FOR OVER HALF-A-CENTURY




THE sun shone and the grass was
a brilliant green after the
rain. Fine young men they were as
they strode on to the pitch. Each
had his hurley; each wore a track
suit. And in one man’s hand was
a transistor. I recognised the com-
mentator’s voice broadcasting the
Munster Cup rugby game. Tran-
sistors as backgrounds merely to
other activities annoy me, but
then came the click as the set was
turned off and a long ball went
flying down the field. Ten years
ago the scene was unknown. What
will it be like ten years hence.
Games are won not alone on a
team’s merit but on the other’s
mistakes. Remember the football
league final ? It was a faulty kick-
out into touch that gave John
Timmons the chance of landing the
sideline kick back into the square.
He did and the ensuing second
brought Dublin’s goal and Down’s
quietus. It was John Joe Sheehy
once said to me that all good
teams are about equal, and the
victory goes to the side that can
cut down its errors to a minimum.
In other words the secret of suc-
cess is virile and educated play.

wla w¥s
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Many are saying that Down are
finished. That’s a devastating
statement. Just because they are
beaten (in decisive  fashion
admittedly) by a good All-Ireland
side, one can't say that Down are
bad. With the judicious inclusion
of new players and their education
in the art of top-class match-play
there’s no reason why Down
should not stay in the top flight.

I wasn’t very sorry when Wex-

By EAMONN YOUNG

ford beat Cork recently for those
boys from Loch Garman, who
always seem to range in size from
half-pint to barrel have earned the
country’s admiration. They are the
only county that has swung from
top-class football to champion
hurling in recent times. Remember
it was Wexford who won the first
four-in-a-row football titles with
great men like little Gus Kennedy
and his giant brother Sean, Paddy
Mackey and the rest. And Wex-
ford had a first-class football side
in the mid-forties. I have nothing
against Gaelic football—why should
I? But in this little country where
too many men talk hurling with
bland faces and tongues in the
cheek, and who wouldn’t organise
a club junior team, it’s grand to
see a county come from behind
and stay with the best of them. Up
Wexford.

wla wla
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But to return to the Cork-
Wexford National League hurling
game, some of the bellyaching
afterwards about the stern pulling
of the Corkmen, was pretty
pathetic. And 1t wasn't Wexford
people who complained. We were
taught in Cork, and we've no
hesitation in handing on the same
advice, to pull on the ball, and
pull hard. We were also told never
to put the hand or head where
the stick should go. Paddy
Donovan our very good centreback
of the forties got away with
murder in catching the sliotar
from the air but no one realised
more than Paddy that in doing so
he was taking a chance and if he
got hit . . . Well!

There’s a yarn about Pddraic O
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Conaire the writer and my old
friend Lieut, Colonel Dinny
Heuston that I like well. Both are
now dead and m-y the sod rest
lightly on them for they were two
good sports. The game of hurling
has never been seen on the islands
of Aran so the First Battalion—
known to the army as the “Td-sé’s"
because of their use of the lan-
guage—were invited over to give
an exhibition,

One sunny day the soldiers
sailed off from the quays at
(Galway on the Dun Aengus of
happy memory and faced west into
the Atlantic breeze for Inishmore.
Dinny Heuston and his good
friend Pddraic retired to the bar as
sensible men should, and spun
yarns for the thirty mile journey
to Kilronan. At length the boat
swung in alongside the quay and
the hurlers troored off to play the
match but as there was no hurry
on the two friends, they hung on
for a while. '

Anyway the conversation—as
conversation does when two
entertaining talkers get together—
livened up and the two really
settled down to business. Next
minute one of the hurlers put his

head around the door.

“Hello,” says Dinny, “We’ll be
right with you.”

“But sir,” says the athletic
young lieutenant, ‘“the game is
over. We had a great match.”

“So,” said Dinny. “They came
in and told us all about it on the
trip home. It was a good day.”

And that’s how a good soldier,
God rest him, brought hurling to
Aran.
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ONE_ of the most news-worthy
and yet least noticed events

of the past month was the per-
formance of the Down side which
reached the All-Ireland Vocational
Schools hurling final. In the semi-
final they convincingly defeated
Leinster champions, Kilkenny, and
this surely was a tremendous feat.
The North Tipperary side proved
their masters in the final but
Down put up a much better battle
than the final score of 9-3 to 1-3
suggested. Furthermore that 9-3
was the smallest score registered
by Tipp. on their way to the title.

© By CONALLACH

In the Vocational Schools
football semi-final, played at
Breffni Park, Donegal went under
to Offaly in a very interesting
game. Most eye-catching player on
the field was Pauric McShea who
was at mid-field for Donegal.

This 17-year-old is a lad to
watch. He was on the Donegal
minor team last year and already
this year has been a regular with
the county juniors. He will, of
course, be on the minor team as
well—and I heard someone say
that he is eligible for minor grade
again next year.

% tax free paid on investments

—equivalent to £5.17.1. gross

First National Building Society %

15 D'Olier Street Dublin 2, Telephone 70191.

John J. Skehan Secretary.
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WATCH OUT FOR YOUNG McSHEA

This year too he is certain to
make the county under-21 selec-
tion and there are many who
believe that his debut on the
senior team is not far off.

ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIP

The Ulster senior championship
will have reached the semi-finals
stage before the month of June has
ended and it would certainly take
a shrewd tipster to correctly name
the four semi-finalists,

On June 28 Cavan or Derry will
play Donegal or Fermanagh, while
the second semi-final on July 5 will
feature either Antrim, Armagh or
Tyrone against Down or Monaghan.

I won’t name my four for I would
surely be wrong—ijust as you
probably would.

CLUB COMPETITION

It is carnival time at present in
the North and many clubs,
especially in the Tyrone, Derry,
Antrim, Armagh area have all
arrangements made for their annual
event to augment funds. In the
past, carnivals, incorporating foot-
ball tournaments composed of
teams from the surrounding area,
were very popular and a great
source of income to the clubs, but
in recent times some of the smaller
clubs, who depend on confined
rural areas, have found it difficult
to attract attendances.

In Lauey, Co. Derry, Hugh A.
McGurk has noticed the decline
and he has made arrangements for
his club to run a tournament and
invite some of the province's most
powerful clubs to compete.

And by the way I hear that the
progressive  St. Molaise Club,



Irvinestown, hope to run an
Ulster club championship soon.

HOME AND AWAY

Séamus Og Flood, a brother of
Sean Og Flood the former Cavan,
Louth and Leinster goalkeeper, has
been appointed to the staff of the
Ulster Bank, Cootehill. He is a
former Dundalk C.B.S. star.

A Cootehill man, Tony Keyes,
who had a stay in Donegal and
playved for the Donegal junior
team, is back in his native county.
Playing good football with
Sligo at the moment is Garda
Seamus Durham who is stationed
in Annagry, Co. Donegal.

KERRYMAN

And from Kerry comes Tom
Prendergast to join Donegal. This
under-21 Kingdom player, although
small, has played well for Donegal
so far. He is at present a member
of the McCumhaill’s, Ballybofey
club, who look very likely to
capture the county crown this year.

They have also in their ranks
the former Derry player Sean
Young and back home from Eng-
land 1is Bernard Lafferty who
should be a great asset to club and
county.

WEDDING BELLS

Congratulations to P. J. Flood,
Donegal, and Ulster footballer, on
his recent marriage to Margaret
Caldwell of Donegal Town. P. ]J.
helps his local club, Pettigo, in
Donegal competitions.

HISTORY CHAMPIONS

Patsy Breen, the former Derry
and Ulster player brought a car
load of pupils from his school in
Moneymore to Dublin recently.
These boys were the winners of an
Irish history competition spon-
sored by the Derry County Board.
Congratulations Derry on taking
the initiative.

CLUB STRENGTH

There are 570 clubs in Ulster.
Antrim have 120, Donegal 96,
Derry 60, Down 60, Cavan 54,
Armagh 48, Fermanagh 46,
Monaghan 43, and Tyrone 43.

Go Gay with . . .

GEVACOLOR

* N5 NEGATIVE FILM
for Natural Colour Prints

* R5 REVERSAL FILM
for Brilliant Colour Transparencies

56 Harcourt St., Dublin. Phone 51059

Cumann Luith-Chleas Gael

(Comhairle na Mumhan

MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS, 1964

SENIOR HURLING:
A. Corcaigh v. Gaillimh, at Limerick, June 7th
B. Luimneach v. Chlair, at Nenagh, May 24th.

C. Portlairge versus A Winners, June 28th.
D. B Winners versus Tiobrad Arann, July 5th.

Final—C Winners versus D Winners, July 26th.

SENIOR FOOTBALL :
A. Chlair v. Tiobrad Arann, at Limerick, June 14th.

B. Ciarrai versus A Winners, June 28th.
C. Portlairge versus Corcaigh, at Dungarvan, June 14th.
Final—B Winners versus C Winners, July 19th.
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THE
CHINA |
SHOWROOMS

Ireland’s Largest and Most Modern
China and Glass Shop

LARGE SELECTION OF

LOVELY WATERFORD CRYSTAL
ARKLOW POTTERY

ROYAL TARA CHINA (GALWAY)
CARRIGALINE POTTERY

You are cordially invited to inspect
our stocks.

ONLY ADDRESS :
32/33 Lower ABBEY ST., DUBLIN 1

Phones : 48222/3/4.

THE PRIDE OF TIPPERARY

"ROSCREA"

BACON and HAMS,
Pure Pork SAUSAGES,
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Stocked by all good Grocers.
Sought by all discerning Buyers

Produced at the

ROSCREA BACON FACTORY

ROSCREA, CO. TIPPERARY

Phone : Roscrea 6.

KEEN QUOTATIONS

VISIT

The friendliest garage on the
North side for your next new

or used car.

SMITHFIELD

MOTOR COMPANY LTD.,
TOLKA BRIDGE,
DRUMCONDRA

*
Dublin’s Star Footballer Mickey

Whelan 1s now on our sales team
—call in and see him.

TEL.: 373761.

PROMPT DELIVERY

VIBRATED, SOLID

& CAVITY BLOCKS
GRADED GRAVEL

SCREENED SAND

FiCe O™

CEMENT

Enquiries To :

JOSEPH BROPHY

Durrow, Co. Laois
TEL.: DURROW 26.




Defeat 1s

nothing new to
Longford, but this year 1t was
particularly frustrating. As early
as Sunday, May 3, the county had
bid adieu to its championship
hopes having been defeated in all
grades.

The under-21 side fell heavily to
Westmeath in April and there was
no excuse for that, but in the
other three football grades there
was some extraordinary hard
luck.

In senior and minor football
Westmeath were again their con-
querors. In the minor game Long-
ford had to field without its St.
Mel's College players, plus home
players Jim Hannify and Leo
Dowling. Furthermore, mid-fielder
Johnny McGee had not arrived
from Dublin when the game got
underway. He did take the field
some time before the break but
by then Westmeath had a com-
manding lead and they held it.

The Longford senior team had
given rise to much hope during
the Winter and Spring and their
display, marked by many missed
opportunities, was quite a blow to
loyal followers.

Furthermore, Longford have in
the past always had the beating
of Westmeath in the champion-
ship. One has actually to go back
over thirty years to find the
previous defeat by Westmeath.

However, it was the county
junior side which had the hardest
luck of all, After showing fine
promise against Offaly they looked

LUCK DESERTED
' LONGFORD

By JIM O’BRIEN

like going places but when it
came to playing Kildare in the
provincial semi-final no less than
half the team was unavailable due
to having played senior. Kildare
on the otherhand had not made
their senior debut and were not
handicapped in this regard.
Nonetheless Longford put up a
fine performance before losing
2-8 to 1-6 and there can be little
doubt but that the team which
accounted for Offaly would have
mastered the Lily Whites.
So now its wait for next year.
WESTMEATH STARS
As a complete contrast West-

TOMMY RING
Westmeath.
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meath have had a most successful
period during the past month—
winning major games in both
hurling and football.

Once again it was County
Secretary, Paddy Flanagan, who
gallantly stepped into the full-
back position on the senior foot-
ball side and as a result clinched
the victory against Longford.

I was particularly 1mpressed
too by mid-fielder Fintan Costello.
Here is another Mick Carley and
we will be hearing a lot more
from him.

In hurling the great veteran
“Jobber” McGrath was the hero
of both the League final and the
victory over Offaly in the cham-
pionship, while Tommy Ring was
little, if anything, behind in either
game.

And then, of course, there 1is
Pat Bradley. He played in six
grades last year and this year it
is the same, with under-21 com-
petition replacing minor.

Yes, there are stars both young
and old in this very much alive
county.

WHITE COATS

Incidentally, before 1 leave
Westmeath I will take the liberty
of retelling this story which I read
in the “ Westmeath Examiner”. It
seems that back in 1947 the
hurlers were to travel to Antrim
to play the Glensmen. A day or
two before the match word came
from Belfast to collect the
“trophies” which had a week or

(Continued on page 44)




MEN!

for the latest styles

and fashions in

SUITS
JACKETS and
SLACKS

CALL TO:

HEATON Bros. Ltd.

O'CONNELL ST., CLONMEL

Tel.: Clonmel 51.

JAMES McMAHON LTD.

Manufacturers of the Famous

“Treaty
Brand
Hurleys

Made from selected

ash 1n all sizes.

St. Alphonsus Street, Limerick

Telephone : 44788 (6 lines). Est. 1830.

(Continued from page 43)
two previous been won by the
Antrim footballers.

The Westmeathmen did so—
but were they surprised when they
found that the “trophies” turned
out to be a set of white over-
coats which had been presented
by a Dublin firm,

To make a long story short the
Westmeath hurlers each donned a
coat and so the “trophies”
crossed the Border without having
incurred custom duty.

MISUNDERSTANDING
Remember the defeat of Meath
by Louth in minor hurling. Well
it seems that Meath fielded an
under-17 side by error. The
Leinster Council originally decided
that this special minor com-
petition between the weaker
hurling counties be confined to
players under-17. Later this was
changed to the normal minor age
and Louth were informed of this
but Meath received no word.
The result was that the Louth
side had a year age advantage
and went on to score one of the
very few hurling victories in the
Wee County's history.

IN BRIEF

As I saw it the biggest upset
in Leinster intercounty com-
petition during the past month
was the defeat of the Kilkenny
under-21 hurlers by Wexford.
Where are all the All-Ireland
minors of 1960, 61 and ’62 gone ?
They were the truly great minor
sides.

Biggest upset in club com-
petition was the defeat of Navan
O’Mahony’s by unfancied Drum-
ree In the Meath S.F. champion-
ship. There was no less than five
points in it and so ended
O’Mahony’s long reign as county
champions.

Wexford have set-up a special
S.F. competition for the magni-
ficent John F. Kennedy Cup. You
will remember that the late
President presented the Cup to
the County Board last Summer.

(Continued on page 46)
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WIDE INTEREST IN CLUB EVENI

HE institution of an All-Ireland
club camogie championship
to mark the Diamond Jubilee year,
has been well received throughout
the country. Indeed, at the time
of writing we already know a
couple of the teams that will be
taking part. Cork were the first
of the counties, as far as I know
to get their championship finished
and they will be represented in the
All-Ireland competition by Glen
Rovers,

Glen were, of course, the 1963
champions, but they got a rare
fright in this 1964 series from the
girls of University College, Cork.
Indeed in the final, a surprise
seemed in prospect when the
College girls drew level with some
ten minutes to go. But for a
wonderful save by the great Glen
Rover’s goal-keeper, Deirdre
Sutton, College must have taken
the lead immediately afterwards.

However, it was the Glen who
went away to land the winning
scores in the closing minutes, and
they will be very worthy repre-
sentatives in the All-Ireland club
competition.

Also in at this stage are the
Tullamore club in Offaly, but there
position was assured from the
start, as it so happens that they
are the only affiliated club in the
midland county. But, judging by
the ease with which this club side
won the Leinster junior champion-
ship last year, they will not be
easily beaten in any club com-

petition.
The progress in the game has
continued steadily, since last 1

By AGNES HOURIGAN

wrote here, with a great resur-
gence in Meath and Westmeath,
and Kildare, heartened by their
convincing victory over Laois,
already hopeful of taking the
Leinster Intermediate crown. But
they have their work cut out for
them with holders Wexford, Louth
and Offaly still in the reckoning.

The Wexford girls looked the
part - of championship holders

when defeating Kilkenny in the
first round at Wexford Park but
Kilkenny were unfortunately well
below full strength due to illness.
Yet I thought that one of the most
impressive players on the field was
Brid Kinsella, who played very
well in the face of adversity as did
Claire O’'Hanrahan.

Brid Kinsella, comes of a very

(Continued on page 46)
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(Continued from page 45)
versatile Gaelic family. One of her
brothers won a minor All-
Ireland with Kilkenny a couple
ol years ago, while she is a cousin
of former Dublin All-Ireland
forward, Joan Kinsella.

Incidentally, it is good to see
Kildare follow in the footsteps of
Kilkenny and acquire a set of
county tunics. Kilkenny some few
years ago purchased a set of very
neat tunics and blouses in the
black and amber colours for the
county side, and when Kildare
invested in tunics for the county
side some months ago they were
no less traditional and insisted on
all-white and very attractive the
teams look on the field too.

It is a great pity that all coun-
ties have not special county tunics
in the traditional colours of the
county, but that day will come too,
please God.

I was very glad to see that the
Leinster Colleges’ champions, Holy
Faith Convent, Clontarf, and the
Ulster title holders, Cross and
Passion Convent, Ballycastle, got
together at last and served up a
most enjoyable challenge game.
Though this does not rank, of
course, as an official All-Ireland,
it was simply and solely a chal-
lenge game, but I am told that
similar challenge games between
the provincial champions proved
the first very successful step
towards the setting up of the All-
Ireland Colleges’ individual cham-
pionships in the boys’ schools.

Anyway, this new move should
arouse the envy of the schools
camogie players in Munster and
Connacht and also speed up the
formation of colleges champion-
ships in those provinces,

COVER PICTURE

This month we feature Des
Foley of Dublin, a man who
turns in such consistently top-
class displays both for his

native county and Leinster, that
people tend to take them for
granted. So it is
great players,

with zll

LEINSTER ROUND-UP

(Continued from page 44)

It was donated by the Wexford

Club in New York.
The illogical

Tipperary jurisdiction and vice
versa 1s to remain—at least for
yet another while., The Tipperary
County Board has turned down a

partition which
forces part of Offaly into North

request from the North Tipperary
Board to begin discussion with
Offaly on the problem.

Harry Donnelly, the Offaly
sharp-shooter and former Dublin
Air Corps star, will in future play
club football in Carlow where he

is now employed. He fields with
Milford.
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LIFE BEGINS

The

“young’’ at heart are

never too old to raise a gallop !

AT FORTY!

HE big bone of contention
between us has always been
our ages. He claims that he is
yvounger than I am ... when I
know perfectly well that I can give
him a few years anytime. You
should hear him at parties. He gets
up there and sings songs that were
out-of-date before I came on the
scene,

But what am I to do now, fol-
lowing his latest escapade? How
can I explain to anyone that, while
I am developing a fine round Fal-
staffian paunch from sitting in
front of the television with a pint
glass within easy reach, he is out
galloping around Gaelic fields . . .
and, God help us, getting headlines
in the newspapers for doing it.

He is old, I can assure you of
that. Why, I remember when he
was playing football with Dick
Harnedy of Dromtarriffe and

‘Duhallow . . . and that’s not to-
day . . . nor vesterday.

The first time I saw Dick was
about 1935 and I was only a child
at the time. It was at the Gaelic
ground in Kanturk and it was
sometime in December, The game,
if I remember correctly, was the
final of the Duhallow champion-
ship and Dick, as always in those
days, was the star of the Drom-
tarriffe side. Even then he was a
legend in our part of the country.

Those were not the good years
of Cork football and Dick, although
he was one of the most polished
footballers in Munster if not in
Ireland, had precious little to show
for all his years in the game, He
plaved on the Munster Railwav
Cup team many times and I have a
feeling that he eventually wound
up with a Railway Cup medal in
the early 1940s.

But, Dick was no youngster when

By PHILIP RODERICK

I saw him play . . . and he was no
youngster when he played for
Munster. And he was anything but
a strapping teen-ager when he
turned out for Castlemartyr in a
junior game seven or eight years
ago.

Yet this Corkman who claims to
be younger than I am, played with
Dick Harnedy and, indeed, he
played football with an awful lot
of Corkmen who has long passed
into honourable retirement.

But, last month, just when I
was getting around to proving that
he is older than I am, I picked up
the Cork Examiner one fine Mon-
day morning and, Lord love us,
what did I read?

Nothing more than a beautifully-
written account of how this
“youngster’ trotted out onto the
field for Carbery and proceeded to

(Continued on page 48)
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PEN-POINTS

SHAME ON THEM

Sir,—I am an Offaly man 1n
England and every year since 1958
I have gone to Wembley on Whit
Saturday to see the football and
hurling tournament matches
between the big teams from home.

From '58 to ’'63, the sportsman-
ship at these games was exemplary.
But imagine the horror we felt this
year when two well-known hurlers
let us down. Why did they have
to do it? Was the winning of a
tournament game soO 1mportant.
Surely, i1t 1s possible to control
one’'s bad temper when the
prestige of the game and the
Association is at stake in a foreign
land ?

On the day before this year’s
games, an English daily paper car-
ried an article headed * Punch-up
in the Sun.” Naturally, we boiled
with indignation. London G.A.A.
officials protested to the editor.
But imagine, then, our embarrzss-
ment when that same paper got
the opportunity to say ““ we told
you so '’ because of the shameful
incident on Whit Saturday.

Steps snhould be taken to ensure
that s:milar incidents will not
occur in future years.

JOUHN CAWLEY,

Hampstead, London,

Sir,—I am a regular reader of
GAELIC SPORT and I particularly
liked the series ‘Stories Yet
Untold”. It ended a few months’
ago. How about gefting 1t going
again ?

Fergus Dillon.
Shandon, Tralee,

A Chara,—Your article last
month on Alf Murray’s club, Clann
Eireann, Co. Donegal, was most
informative. It is amazing what
this go-ahead club has achieved
and the pity is that so few know
about it—especially down here in
Munster.

I think County boards would do
a very good job if on some suitable
date they hired a bus and brought
along a delegate or two from eacn
senior club in the county and
made the journey to Lurgan. |

Reading about it does not give

all the information we need. It is
necessary to see and discuss the
extraordinary achievements with
the Clann Eireann officials and 1
for one hope to do that before the

year is out.
A Limerick Club Official.

A Chara,—Well done GAELIC
SPORT. I was very pleased with
Fear Faire’s column *“Looking
Around”. It spoke the truth and
stood for national ideals. This is
what we want in this age of sham
and hypocrisy. Let's hope Fear
Faire keeps it up. More like him
are needed.

Padruig O Ceallaigh.
Ath Cliath, 7.

Sir,—I don’t like writers who
hide behind nom de plumes—
therefore I don’t like your new-
comer Fear Faire. I have nothing
against plain talking, but if your
friend believes what he writes he
should stand over it and put his
name to it.

Sean Hughes,
Clontarf, Dublin, 3.
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The “Young” At Heart

(Continued from page 47)
give what the writer claimed was
a superlative performance.

True, it was a junior game .
but then there are some mighty
big juniors in Cork and it takes a
good man to hold his own with
them.

I ranz our friend that night and
I teld him straight out that he
should be ashamed of himself.
“Eamonn Young,” I said, “You'll
have to stop this larking around.
You’re much too old to be playing
football; much too old to be scor-
inz five points in a championship
game,”

But there was no shame at all 1n
the ruffian. “Don’'t be jealous, old
cock’” — he told me breezily —
“Time enough to think about
retiring when I get to your age.”

And there 1 left him . . . but,
between ourselves, my only regret
was that I was not in Cork that
day to see him.
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CUMANN LUITH-CHLEAS GAEL

CONNACHI
COUNCIL

The following are the 1964 Fixtures

for the Connacht Senior Football
Championship:—

JUNE 7th

Leitrim v Roscommon
At Carrick-on-Shannon

JUNE 21st
Sligo v Galway
At Shgo

JUNE 28th

Mayo v Roscommon or Leitrim
At Castlebar or Ballinamore

JULY 12th

Final

Venue to be fixed.
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