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Telegrams: “ McKeogh, Ballina, Killaloe ” Telephone: - Killaloe 9

JAMES McKEOGH

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MERCHANT

l HARDWARE AND GRAIN MERCHANTS, MILLERS.
| GROCERY, WINE, SPIRIT AND PROVISION STORES,
| MODEL STEAM BAKERIES AND HIGH-CLASS

II CONFECTIONER.
|

Cakes and Bracks

CUMANN LUITH CHLEAS GAEL

CONNACHT
CHAMPIONSHIPS 1962

:
:
:
g Calling Connacht Patrons
§
§

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF DATES
OF SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

FIRST ROUND : JUNE 10th and 17th
SEMI-FINAL : JUNE 24th
FINAL : JULY 8th

:
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THE
PEOPLE
WHO
BAKE
BETTER

BISCUITS

BETTER
EVERYDAY

“It’s good to be on a well-run ship™

s.s. “MAASDAM” accommodating 39 First and 842 Tourist Class passengers. Regular
sailings, 6% days’ voyage. Completely air-conditioned, 759% double cabins.

Tourist Class Thrift Season Fares from £67. Special Emigrant Rates and 109% round-trip
reductions.

Apply to your Travel Agent or

LIMERICK STEAMSHIP CO. LTD., 1 Cecil St., Limerick. Telephone 45011




Every day C.L.E. coaches, trains and river launches
go exploring. There a‘e Radio Trains, Mystery Trips,
Sea-Breeze Excursions and lots of other out-and-
aboutings. Join the fun—even for a few hours. It
costs as little as 7/6d., and you can book your seat-

Free literature from C.I.E. offices, stations or Passenger Sales Manager,
59 Upper O'Connell Street, Dublin 1.

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
R®FERENCE DEPT.




CEARD-CHUMANN OIBRITHE IOMCHAIR
AGUS IL-+SAOTHAIR NA hEIREANN

* The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is Ireland’s largest Trade
Union with branches in every city and town in the country, North and South.

* Its membership of over 150,000 is made up of workers in practically every
employment, industry and occupation.

* It is represented in the Dail and Senate, Corporations, County Councils, Joint

Labour Committees, Joint Industrial Councils, Harbour Boards and nearly all
State Bodies.

% Publishers of the works of James Connolly “Fifty Years of Liberty Hall”,
Liberty Magazine, etc. | |

Head Office :
94, MERRION SQUARE, DUBLIN.

General Secretary, Fintan Kennedy.

Sportsmen !

FOR LASTING COMFORT
CHOOSE

"NATIONAL BRAND’ UNDERWEAR

These beautifully finished garments give vou a sense of freedom and
lightness. They will stand up to repeated washing and the most
strenuous wear.

LOOK FOR THE TAG ON EVERY GARMENT!

FOR OUTSTANDING QUALITY IN UNDERWEAR
| BUY

'NATIONAL BRAND'

W. P. McCarter & -_CO.,. Ltd., Buncrana
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EDITORIAL

Sensational €

CONGRESS passed one rather

peculiar motion on Easter
Sunday. It was worded like this:
“That Central Council take steps
to combat the sensational exploita-
tion of the Association's affairs by

certain sections of the Press.”

The sections of the Press which
allegedly offend in this respect
were not named by the Waterford
official who proposed the motion.

Many delegates must have won-
dered what newspapers they were
taking steps to combat.

It is an interesting speculation.
What, for instance, is “sensational
exploitation” of the affairs of the
Association?

Every newspaper conducted as a

private  enterprise, " exploits ”
G A.A. affairs in one way OT
another. That is an elementary

function in their line of business.
The papers cover Gaelic games
primarily to maintain or to increase
circulation. That “exploitation” 1s
fair and above board. Both sides

benefit.

Now we come to sensationalism.
What exactly does it mean? Are
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not the big headlines on All-
Ireland final reports just as sen-
sational in the real sense of the
word as similar presentation of an

article on the Ban?

Where is the line to be drawn?
How can the Central Council com-
bat one without affecting the

other?

No doubt the sponsors of the

motion had in mind certain types
which

appear in some papers from time

of controversial articleg

to time.

In a field of business that has
become almost frightenly com-
petitive, is this trend not to be ex-
pected? Even tolerated? Is the
G.A.A. not big enough now to take
the few ‘“fleabites” along with the

vast splash of favourable comment?

It is not our business to tell the
Central Council what to do. But
they would steer the more diplo-
matic course were they to forget
that Congress direction.

Because, exploitation regardless,
the Association owes a great debt
to the newspapers, and the men
who write for them.




MUNSTER FINALS

OF LONG AGO

UNSTER hurling Finals are

still, as they have been for
half a century, the show-piece of
the caman game in the South, but
when I see the huge hostings nowa-
days at Thurles or Cork or Lime-
rick, I am always reminded
nostalgically of other Munster
Finals that I saw many a year ago
and I fear that [ am inclined to
think that even the great gatherings
of to-day lose something by com-
parison with the great days of the
past.

Admittedly, a Munster Final at
Thurles still has an atmosphere all
its own, but I sometimes sigh for
the days when everything was not
quite so well ordered there as it is
now, and only by looking back do
we realise how much has been lost
by the rules and regimentations of
the present day,

When I went to Munster Finals
in Thurles long ago there were, for
instance, none of the regulations
governing restaurants and cafes
and the like that are in force nowa-
days. Anyone could turn res-
tarunteur for the day and almost
every house, it seemed, had a sign
out that said “teas” or ‘“ sand-
wiches.”

It was more or less the common
practice that any house you faced
into would serve vou all the tea
and ham and bread and butter that
yvou could eat for half a crown,
and certainly we did justice to the
fare provided.

Matters nowadays may be far
better arranged from the hygienic
view-point, but the hospitality that
characterised Thurles of old on big
match days seems to be gone,
regulated out of existence.

Thzn, too, Thurles on the day
of a big match seemed to be the
Mecca of every music.aner and
ballad-singer in the South of
Ireland,

A few musicians gather on big
match days there yet but they are
only a remnant, and they have to
keep a weather-eye open always for
the long arm of the law. The
ballad-singers are, of course, to all
intents and purposes dead and
gone, and very few of those who
still sing are content with ballads
any longer to collect coppers from
the hurling fans.

The days are gone, too, when all

the lads from a townland came in

to Thurles on benches in some
local lorry, and departed singing
as the dusk was falling on Liberty
Square. The Motor Insurance
Acts and the Road Haulage Acts
and the rest of the regulations
have made an end of all that, and
we shall never again see a load of
lively Corkmen depart for home to
the strains of *“ We are the soldiers
of the North Cork Brigade' or
that rallying tune, ‘ The Banks of
My Own Lovely Lee.”

Gone, also, are the days when
vou had to know your hurlers to
get full enjoyment out of a hurling
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match, when players were not
numbered, when there were no
programmes and when county
teams were not announcad before-
hand in case of giving any secrets
away to the enemy,

You had to know your hurlers
then or else ycu hadn’t a clue as
to who was pliying—at least you
hadn’t for the first twenty minutes
or so until the shouts of their local
partisans in the crowd had iden-
tified for you all the players on
each side,

You could, of course, identify
some of the players right away for
various other reasons. Up to the
middle ’'twenties several wore soft
felt hats while playing, and never
secemed troubled either by the
problem of keeping the hat safely
on the head during the course of a
hard or robust game.

Most wore caps and you could
identify many stars by the angle at
which the cap was worn. Others
always wore the same kind of togs
and, strangely enough, there was
far less variety in togs then than
now.

Some hurlers always wore black
togs, others wore dark blue. Some
wore black togs with a red or
yellow or green stripe down the
leg, others wore white togs with
a coloured stripe, and while the
County Board supplied the jersey
in those days, the player brought
his own togs, thus making it easy



- no comment from our

By MOONDHARRIG

to identify a player even if there
never was a programme,

Yet, while the games were more
individualistic in those respects a
generation ago, the hurling was
not as fast or as spectacular as it
often is now. To my mind, the
reason for this is that pitches have
improved out of all knowledge.
For big games the sod is mowed
and trimmed until it is like a
billiard table and it plays true,
which the old time pitches did not
always do.

Besides, I think the present-day
ball is livelier than it was In my
youth, though this may again be
due to the pitches being smoother
and thus giving the ball more ‘run’
off the ground.

Hurleys have certainly got
lighter, especially in the heel,
which probably accounts for the
fact that we seldom see the long
sweeping ground strokes nowadays
that characterised the Munster
hurling of long ago.

But I would not go so far as to
say that hurling now is better than
what it was. It has changed in
some slight respects. Even in
Munster, the game is less rugged
—the days when a player might be
knocked unconscious by a body
charge are gone forever and even
what we think of as “full-blooded”
hurling now would have called for

grand-
fathers,

RULES AND REGULATIONS

HAVE HELPED

TO SPOIL

THE GREAT SHOW-PIECLE

OF SOUTHERN HURLING

On the other hand, discipline is
far more strict, and rightly so. The
days when teams walked off the
field dissatisfied with a referee’s
decision are also long over and
done with. Yet I, in my time,
saw that happen more than once
in Munster Finals, and while the
partisan followers were loud in
their support of one side or the
other, such a premature finish was
small consolation to the neutral
spectator.

One thing I am sorry for is that
we see Munster Finals no more in
Dungarvan, for some of my earliest
memories of great Munster games
are bound up with Dan Fraher’s
Field, the old Shandon Grounds
set by the edge of a silver inlet of
the sea.

I can recall nothing more
pleasant than stepping out from

the Square of Dungarvan to see a

match, surrounded by the throngs
from all over Munster and from
half of Leinster, a summer sun
beaming down from a cloudless
sky and a pleasant breeze rippling
through the tall trees at the far
end of the ground and over all the
salty tang of the sea.

It was there, back in 1925, that
I saw Tipperary sweep Waterford
from their path on the way to the
All-Ireland title. Waterford had
stars of the past and of the future
on their team that day, the great
Claremen, Brendan Considine and
Mick Falvey, Dick Morrissey, SO
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tragically injured in the Cork-
Kilkenny games of 1931, John
“Dottie” Power and Charlie
Ware. But they could not cry halt
to the march of Boherlahan, led by
durable Johnny Leahy.

Perhaps, in many ways, this was
the least memorable of all the
Munster Finals I have seen, but
for me it will always be unfor-
gettable, if for one reason only. At
mid-field for Tipperary that day
Mick Darcy was in his peak and in
his prime. On his day few men
could hold a candle to the Puckane
wonder and that day at Dungarvan
he surpassed himself.

Any game in which one sees a
master-hurler play superbly is a
memorable game and that is why
sunny Dungarvan in that August
of 1925 is always for me
irrevocably linked with the name
of Mick Darcy and with all the
regal style and splendour that was
his at his greatest.

I don’t suppose we shall ever
again see a Munster Final played at
Dungarvan, a field which in its day
housed some of the greatest of All-
Ireland deciders; but at least there
are a few of us left still with
pleasant memories of that seaside
town and of Dan Fraher’'s field,
and of that great old veteran Dan
Fraher himself, leaning on his
stick when the game was over to
greet old friends as the crowds
filed away from the scene of some
thrilling game,




CAN HURLING

BE TAUGHT ¢

By TERENCE ROYNANE

CAN hurling be taught? That is a question

posed by the recent decision of Congress to
set up a coaching scheme to assist in the spread
of the National game.

Now, the immediate answer, I am sorry to say,
must, in my opinion, be in the negative. You
can’t teach a man to hurl in the same way as you
can teach him how to plough a straight furrow or
how to drive a tractor, or how to play a melodeon.

You can’t give a young fellow a stick and a
ball, take him out in a fieid, and tell him ‘ Now
[ am going to teach you how to hurl’. Paradoxi-
cally, you can’t teach a man to hurl unless he is
hurling already.

By which I mean that the only folk who can
be coached as hurlers are those who are already
1n love with the game and who are already playing
hurling for the love of it. Hurling, in other words,
cannot be forced but it can be fostered. And that
is where the coaching comes in.

No amount of encouragement is any use unless
the would-be players want to be hurlers, unless
they want to play hurling for the pleasure the
game gives.

Hurling lives in what are called the hurling
areas because the game is the popular pastime,
the sport of almost every leisure hour. Don’t
make any mistake about it, youngsters in these
hurling areas do not go out to practice because
they want to become All-Ireland stars, but because
they love the thrill of feeling the sliothar fly from
the ashen stick, because they love to double and
twist on that ball, because they cannot resist the

8

lure of making thread and leather fly at their
bidding.

There is endless fascination even in pucking
to and fro, cutting the ball high into the air at one
time, making it fly along the ground the next.
And if pucking the ball around palls, you can
always tussle for possession with the next player,
fool him with feint or sally, lift and strike or hit
on the ground as suits you best.

But unless you first love hurling for itself, as
an incomparable ball-game, you will never give to
it the hours of practice that are the foundations of
hurling competence.

Youngsters spend those hours of practice
almost unknown to themselves because they love
to hurl, and unless children want to hurl, they
can never be driven to do so. Hurling 1s an art,
and a skill, and like all arts and skills while it can
be fostered it cannot be forced.

So it is up to us, if we want to bring the
hurling back to all thirty-two counties, to inculcate
a love of and an interest in hurling first of all. For
that reason let us make a start by making the
youngsters fond of hurling.

So here is a suggestion. Croke Park i1s not
full for the National Hurling League final and is
not likely to be crowded out for such a game in
the foreseeable future. Why can we not arrange
to run spezial cheap excursions from all the schools
and colleges of Ireland that play Gaelic Games t0
see the National Hurling League final and give
the lads admission to Croke Park for a nominal
fee as well? Five hundred pounds judiciously




spent could bring a few thousand schoolboys to
Croke Park for that day, and would, after a few
years, do an immense amount of good in inculcat-
ing a love for hurling in areas where at present it 18
little more than a game to follow in the news-
papers.

When a love of hurling and a desire to hurl
are formed in the minds of the hurlers it 1s theén
that the game deserves to be fostered and the way
to foster it is by providing the young lads with
the opportunity of hurling. The competitive
clement is desirable but not essential. The
important thing is first to get the youngsters
hurling, and then give them something to hurl

for.

A case in point that immediately comes to
mind is Carlow where a few young lads, hurling
between themselves, were encouraged to form
street leagues, with the result that soon there were
more and more youngsters hurling, and the street
leagues became keener and keener, and within
an amazingly short space of time we had Carlow
winning through in a home junior hurling final.

Much the same thing is at the back of the
rise of hurling in Dublin. The present almost all-

native Dublin team was coached and taught t6
an extent, but the boys who were taught and
coached were boys who were already hurling, who
had learned to love hurling in the schools’ leagues
and the street leagues.

All the coaching in the world will not make
hurlers out of any other kind of material except
willing material, and the first thing that we must
foster, if we are going to spread hurling all Ireland
over, is the desire to hurl and the desire to play
the game for the sake of playing it.

Granted that, the rest is easy; the coaches will
be working with pliable material and what has
been done in Dublin and in Carlow can easily be
repeated elsewhere. But unless the youngsters see
hurling, and good hurling, what incentive can they
have to hurl themselves ?

If 1 had my way I would play the Munster
and Leinster hurling finals, not in Thurles and
Cork and Limerick and Kilkenny, but in Sligo
and Leitrim and Cavan and Longford and

Monaghan and Tyrone and Derry.

We must bring the hurling to the youth of
those areas, for hurling is in many ways a fragile
flower and will never grow by itself.
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The Divine Word Missionaries

a modern Society of Religious Priests and
Brothers, have missionfields in South America,
China (temporarily closed), Formosa, Japan,
The Philippines, Indonesia, New Guinea,

Africa and India.

Boys and young men thinking of serving Christ
in the Missions and those who as yet are merely

interested, are cordially invited to write to

FR. MICHAEL PHELAN, S.V.D.,
Donamon Castle,

Roscommon.
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were different after this

Whether or not its inventors realised the full significance of
what they were doing is hard to say. In its

early days the sporting possibilities of the motor car were
very quickly realised, particularly in France, where
strenuous road racing was a notable feature of its development.
The adoption of the motor car as a practical means of
transport came more gradually. The horse slightly slower
but considerably more reliable, was not easily displaced. The
motor-powered carriage ultimately proved its worth
however. Its triumph was complete and the world accepted

a new assessment of time, speed and distance.

Your life would be a joy-ride with
£50,000. Get a £1 ticket in the Sweep-
stakes and maybe things will be different
for you too. | "

EVERY FIRST PRIZE
TICKETS £1 EACH

3 SWEEPS ANNUALLY

“GRAND NATIONAL
IRISH SWEEPS DERBY
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

IRISH HOSPITALS’

SWEEPSTAKES, BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN, 4
BRANCH SWEEP OFFICES AT CORK, SLIGO, GALWAY AND AT 9-11 GRAFTON ST., DUBLIN, 2.




Sumimer, wiﬁfz its
sunshine, and
even with its

rain, is hurling
time.

Some of us
remember many
summers, and
we remember
the gay crowds
.. . 1n Thurles
. .in Limerick
.. .in Kilkenny
¢ s AT

Croke Park.

We remember
the hurlers who
came and went
like the years
. . men who
flashed across
the sunlit fields
and then joined
the great

array in

the glittering
panorama of 4
hurling man’s
memortf.

Many great
hurlers rise and
fall in the

vast span of a
guarter of a
century.

It is surely

the ultimate

in physical
achievement
when a man
takes that span
in one giant
stride of almost
incredible
athleticism.

That s

Christy Ring’s
record. He has
been hurling

in the Cork
jersey, as a minov
and senior, for
twenty-five
years. And now,
as high summer
throbs again,
Ring enters his
twenty-third
championship
season. It 1is

an achievement
that words are
too puny Lo
describe.

We simply
salute the most
remarkable
gamesman the
world has ever
known,
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| s are chosen by the man who
| knows that quality counts.
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CONNACHT ROUND-UP

HE most open provincial championship of all
this year is the Connacht senior football
campaign. For every man you mect who favours
Roscommon to hold on to their title, you encoun-
ter just as many supporters of Galway's cause.

Others feel that Mayo are overdue a return
to the top and this must be the year of their
ceturn. Leitrim think that they can rise to a
Connacht title at last, feeling that Galway, their
big obstac’e of recent years, 1s no longer the force
it was. Sligo, too, are fancied in some quarters.

But before we hazard a guess at the eventual
champions let us take a look at the fixture list

and the venues :

June 10 at Charlestown—Sligo v. Mayo.
Referee: J. Martin (Roscommon). June 17, at
Ballinasloe—Leitrim v. Galway. Referee: J.
Martin (Roscommon). June 24—If Roscommon
v. Sligo, at Charlestown. Referee: M. Loftus
(Mayo). If Roscommon v. Mayo, at Castlebar.
Referee: M. Higgins (Cavan). Final—July 8 at
Castlebar. Referes: J. Martin (Roscommon) or
M. Higgins (Cavan).

Let us take a look at those fixtures. On June
10, Mayo should account for Sligo, despite the
latters resurgence. I look to Willie Cascy, Eamonn
Walsh, Ray Clarke, Joe Langan, Frank O’Leary,
Mick Ruane and Johnny Farragher to prove too
good for the Sligomen, powered by Brendan

Galway again!
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By CHRIS MURRAY

McAuley, Jo= Hannon, Paddy Kilgannon, Padraic
Keane and Danny McHugh.

The following Sunday should see Galway de-
feat Leitrim once again in Ballinaslce. Will
Galway have the services of Sean Purcell and Jack
Mahon? Is Frank Evers returning? Will Mick
Greally be back again? The young Galway
players such as Donnellan, Leydon, Keenan,
McDermotit, Geraghty and Leo will be keen to
redeem recent bad form. Leitrim will have old
rel;ablss Paddy McGarty, Cathal Flynn and Tony
Hayden, and may call on new blood in the St.
Mel’s stalwarts, Davy Doris and Dermot Gannon.
Galway should come through.

In the Roscommon-Mayo semi-final at Castle-
bar, I fancy the home side to reach the final despite
oreat resistance from such as Gerry O’Malley,
John Lynch, Jochn Oliver Moran, Donal Feely,
Eamonn Curley and Tony Kenny. And so to
another Galway-Mayo Connacht final 1n Castle-
bar.

This pairing would conjure up memories of the
‘thirties and of the great rivalry that then existed
between the sides. That rivalry is still keen, and
this would be a Connacht final to attract a record
crowd. |

But where am I rambling? I forgot that Packy
McGarty has still to win a Connacht medal; that
Gerry O’Malley has still to win an All-Ireland
medal: that Sligo are quietly fancied by many.
But that’s my Connacht final, and I will go
further and plump for a Galway victory.
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C.L.G. agus an Ghaeilge

A dream ann adeir nach

mbionn de Ghaeilge in usdid
ag an Gcumann Luthchleas Gael
ach “A Chara” agus ‘“Le meas".
An fior seo né an bhfuil an teanga
ndisiinta ag fail cothrom na
féinne san eagras ?

Deirim go bhfuil dian-iarracht a
dhéanamh ag an gCumann leis an
Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn. T4 na
céadta punt sa bhliain 4 gcaith-
eamh acu ar scoldireachtai chun
na Gaeltachta: bronann an Ard-
Chombhairle suim mhodr airgid ar
Chonradh na Gaeilge leis an scéim
seo a chur i gcrich. Tathar ag
cabhru leis an  ngluaiseacht
athbheochana ar dhada bhealach
anseo, eadhon, tdid ag tabhairt
tacaiochta do na teaghlaigh sa

Le SEAN O DUNAGAIN

Ghaeltacht agus tdid ag feabhsu
Gaeilge na macléinn a théann ar
na scoldireachtai seo.

Chomh maith le sin, td sé de
dhualgas ar gach Cldrathoir Club
ainmneacha na n-imreoir a chlaru
as Gaeilge. ’Sna cldracha a feic-
tear ag na cluichi mora ainmnitear
na himrediri as Gaeilge maille leis
an leagan bhéarla; dairire ni bhionn
an caighdedn ré-ard san iarracht
seo ach mar sin féin is iarracht
cheart é.

Sa Treoran Oifigiuil t4 na rial-
acha as Gaeilge ar thaobh ambhain
agus as Béarla ar an dtaobh eile.
Citear domsa gurbé an Ghaeilge
an leagan oifigitil d’aon riail; deir
an bhunreacht gurbi an Ghaellge
teanga oifigidil na tire seo agus an

JOHN MURPHY (Claremorris) LTD.

Teas Expertly Blended on the Premises

DIRECT TEA

IMPORTERS

BLENDERS and GENERAL MERCHANTS

Wholesale Only
CLAREMORRIS

Telegrams: “WHOLESALE.”

bhfuil sé de dhanaiocht ag €inne
a rd nach gclaoionn an C.L.G. leis
an mbunreacht?

Mar sin féin ni heol domsa gur
caitheadh i leath-taoibh aon mhol-
adh toisc é bheith sa leagan Béarla
amhdin! Deintear amhlaidh len
alan moltai toisc nach iad na focail
ceart a deintear tagairt doibh—as
Béarla. Mar sin féin is maith an
rud é an dd leagan a bheith 0s
comhair a cheile; ar an mbealach
sin tig le duine na focail a chur 1
gcomparaid agus Db'fhéidir rud
éigin fhoghlaim.

Bealach eile 'na chuidionn an
C.L.G. leis an ngluaiseacht na go
labhrann teachtai an Chumainn
Gaeilga ag Cruinnithe Coiste —
biodh sé 'na chruinniu cinn bliana
nd ina chruinnia miosuil. An
eiseamldir is fearr de seo nd Coiste
Chuige Uladh—deintear an gnd ar
fad tré Ghaeilge ag gach cruinnia
den Choiste seo. Aris caithfimid
dul chuig an Tuaisceart chun
sampla eile fhail. Ta Club 1 gCo.
Ard Macha ar a dtugtar “ Clann
Eireann”; club do chailini is
buachailli é seo agus féirne peile,
iomidna is camogaiochta acu;
céilithe a4 reachtdil acu gach seach-
tain. Deintear teagasc. gleac-
afiochta agus gné an Chlub seo tré
Ghaeilge ar fad! Ni haon ionadh
¢ seo le daoine mar Pdadraig Mac
Fhloinn agus Alf O Muiri i
bhfeidhil gnétha. Ach nil aon
chlub sa Deisceart incurtha le seo
nda, chomh fada agus is eol domsa,



ni dheineann ceachtar de na Coistf
Chuigi eile a chuid gno ar fadh tré
Ghaeilge.

1 bPiirc an Chrdcaigh le linn na
gcluichi craoltar na rditeasai as
Gaeilge i dtosach agus 'na dhiaidh
sin as Béarla. Ag bronnadh na
gCorn labhrann Uachtardn C.L.G.
(n6 a ionadaf) as Gaeilge agus nios
minici na a chéile freagraionn
captaon na féirne buachana as
Gaeilge chomh maith. Ar ndé
‘bionn na claracha dd-theangach
agus le haghaidh na Craobh-
chomortaisi gach bliain, is 1
nGaeilge a bhionn an priomhalt ar
na Claracha Speisialta a ullmhaitear
do na hdcaidi ud.

Molta ag Coiste Ard Mhacha (an
Contae seo aris!) i mbliana ag an
Chomhdhdil um Chdisc: — “Go
mbeadh an trichtaireacht as
Gaeilge ar fad md tugtar cead don
Udaras Telefis cluichi Gaelacha a

scanndanu.” Mo ghreidhn iad

Muintir Ard Macha ! (ach cogar !
Bhi orthu an moladh a thabhairt
as Béarla mar nach dtuigfeadh na

Deisceartaigh é!!). Is inmholta
an rin seo: ni hionann trachtair-
eacht telfise agus trdachtaireacht

radio; ni{ gd an méid céanna a ra
agus tig leis an mbreathndir an
cluiche a leaniint mura dtuigeann
sé¢ gach rud a ndeireann an chain-
teoir. Ach fii amhdin ar an Radio
anois, bionn ar a laghad dhd 6caid
sa bhliain go mbionn an trachtair-
eacht as Gaeilge—ld ’le Pdadraig
(cluiche amhain) agus ocaid
Craobhchomértas an Oireachtais.
N{ bréag a rd gurbé Michedl O
Muircheartaigh (a dheineann na
trachtaireachtai seo) an duine 1is
iomrdataf sa tir maidir leis an sort
seo gnétha, lasmuigh de Mhichedl
O hEithir,

Trid is trid mar sin td an
Cumann Luthchleas Gael ddirire
fén athbheochaint; tdid ag tabhairt
gach cabhrach is féidir don ghluais-
eacht: t4 an teanga 4 labhairt ag
na hoifigigh agus ag na teachtal
chomh fada agus is féidir. Deantar
gné na gCoisti ar wuairibh tré
Ghaeilge, Ni fada uainn an ld go
ndéanfar gné na Comhdhdla tré
Ghaeilge amhdin, td siil agam.

More Player’s are sold in Ireland than

any other cigarette—any brand, any kind. Why?
Because Player’s give so much pleasure —

all the pleasure of the finest Virginia tobacco
brought to perfection by expert cigarette
makers. Ireland’s top-selling cigarette.

ELIP OR SLIDE...SAME TOP-SELLING
PLEASURE-PACKED PLAYER'S INSIDE

3/6 for twenty MADE BY PLAYER'S OF DUBLIN

e NCCI 587B
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HURLING PREVIEW

Form book says Kilkenny

T’S been a tough, grinding winter
hasn't it ? Snow, floods, ice,
we've had the lot during a terrible
spell which, for many people, was
enlivened by one thing only. The
fact that summer—and the G.A.A.
championship season — was just
around the corner,

Now those sun-scorched days
havz arr:ved (we hope) and within
the next few weeks the race for
hurling’s supreme  prize, the
McCarthy Cup will thunder into
a white-hot contest.

Maybe, as the old-timers say, the
personalities have gone out of
hurling. Maybe the old fire which
sent names like Mick Mackey, Lory
Meagher and Mick Gill on to soms
of their greatest triumphs 1s now
burning a little less fierczaly.

But for all that, the All-Ireland
senior hurling champlonship
retains an aura all it’s own and 1t’'s
a safe bet that by the first Sunday
in September tae contest will have
whipped up it's customary nation-
w.cde fever.

Who'll survive to battle out that
tempastous final or, more difficult
still, where will the time-honoured
MecCarthy Cup rest on the night of
Sunday, September 2.

Tricky questions these made all
the more dangerous by the see-saw
fortunes of several of the leading
contenders during the recent
National Hurling League—a com-
patition which, for some, must
have seriously blighted their 1962
championship hopes.

Take Tipperary, for instance.
Last September they struggled over
a lop-sided Dublin obstacle with a
milk-and-water performance which
caused many to forecast that the

moment of truth was rapidly ap-

By PETER BYRNE

LARRY GUINAN . .. back on
Waterford’s championship team.

proaching for a county which was
just as swiftly running out of top-
class forwards.

And sure enough, zero point
scemed to have been reached when
the champions slumped badly to
Kilkenny in the League, in a game
in which the shortage of score-
grabbing forwards in the Premier
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County just now was exposed in all
it's stark nakedness.

But can a county, armed with
the greatest record of them all In
this competition, be dismissed on
the strength of this one unexpected
reverse 7

Candidly I don’t think so. Sure,
Tipp. haven’t got the semblance of
a good full-forward line. But they
HAVE got two of the best half-
forwards in the game in Donie
Nealon and Jimmy Doyle.

And backing them is a first-class
defence built around Mick Mabher,
Tony Wall, Mick Burns and John
Doyle which must rank on a par
with the best.

Throw in the mid-field drive of
Liam Devaney and Theo. English
and it all adds up to a pretty
workmanlike outfit which will not
succumb without a mighty fight.

What of Cork. Against Dublin
in the League they looked in the
super bracket, blotting out the
much-vaunted Metropolitan attack
and snapping up scores in a manner
which suggested that the Rebel
County had at last welded together
a title-winning combination.

But what a flop against Kilkenny!
Early on they seemed capable of
fulfilling that high promise, but
“folded ” in alarming style. For
all the craft of Christy Ring, the
Leesiders certainly didn't look
championship  ‘ probables’ on
this display.

A safer bet to topple Tipp. could
be Waterford. Powered by such
astute hurlers as Seamus Power,
Phil Grimes, Frank Walsh, Larry
Guinan and Michael Oz Morrissey,
the Decies played some splendid
hurling in the League before going
out to Cork, and in their best vein

S A —



eould be a real force in the cham-
pionship.

So, for my money its Tipp. to
win again in Munster,

No less complicated is the
position in Leinster. At the start
of the year Dublin looked red-hot
favourites to retain their crown
and, indeed, there were many as-
tute hurling judges who forecast
an All-Ireland win for the Metro-
politans,

But then came that amazing
slump in the League, and even
making due allowance for the fact
that they were robbed of the ser-
vices of Des. Foley, it is hard to
reconcile that form with All-
Ireland title-winning potential.

Wexford’s star appears to have
set—for the time being at any rate
—-and while hurling followers
everywhere will regret the tem-
porary slump, there is no denying
the fact that the purple-and-gold
brigade are not nearly the force
they were in previous years.

And so to Kilkenny. A couple
of months ago you could have had
long odds against their chances of
lifting the McCarthy Cup this year,
but that rating took a severe ham-
mering when the Noresiders
stormed their way through to a
great League triumph.

Buttressed by the Walshes, their
defence is eminently sound and
while the forward line could do
with a couple more Eddie Kehers
they are, nevertheless, quite a
nippy outfit.

All of which would give us a
Tipperary-Kilkenny final—and a
repeat of that League * semi-final ”
battle earlier this year. And the
winners ? Well, if the form book
counts for anything it would just
have to be Kilkenny.

come

NORTH _ o
this year! g l{l

Not the least of the many
reasons for making Northern
Ireland your choice for holidays

is the attractive travel facilities
which make visits to the numerous

resorts, places of sceniz beauty and
historical interest so enjoyable. MODERN OMNIBUSES

and FAST DIESEL TRAINS provide extensive daily services
throuzhout the Province-

ATTRACTIVE MOTOR COACH TOURS and TRAIN
EXCURSIONS are operated from Belfast and the main
touring centres throughout the holiday season.

For visitors wishing to make the most of their stay the
special FREEDOM OF NORTHERN IRELAND TICKET
is particularly attractive. Valid for any seven consecutive
days, it entitles the holder to UNLIMITED TRAVEL by
the Anthority’s road and rail services including motor
coach tours which operate wholly within Northern Ireland.

This is exceptional value for 70/-.

A special feature is the SEVEN DAY CONDUCTED TOUR
based at the Authority’s Laharna Hotel, Larne, which is an
ideal opportunity to combine comfortable hotel accom-
modation and holiday entertainment with the leisurely
sightseeing of Northern Ireland. The all-in cost is 14 guineas.

LUXURY COACH TOURS
IN IRELAND from four
to ten days duration are
operated from Belfast
during the summer months
and include a SIX DAY
TOUR OF NORTHERN
IRELAND at all-in cost of
22 guineas. Please write to
Publicity Officer, 21 Linen
Hall Street, Belfast 2. for
Free Illustrated hLterature.

for a carefree holiday with
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DAN RYAN

Car Rentals Ltd.

4. CAVENDISH ROW, DUBLIN
and

19. O’CONNELL STREET, LIMERICK

Both Tels. 4-55-66

Meet your friends

in the real old Dublin atmosphere;
have one of our famous Pints of 4
Stout—or anything you like; whatever

your choice is, you'll enjoy it more

in the roominess and comfort of the

Scotch House
Burgh Quay, Dublin

(NEAR O’CONNELL BRIDGE)

PHOENIX

the prize-winning ale




TEST YOUR

KNOWLEDGE

N this new feature, CHRIS MURRAY sels you a list of twenty
questions which range over a wide field of Gaelic games’ records
and general information. T hey are tough or easy, depending on
your interest in and knowledge of G.A.A. affairs. Like to take

shot at it? Well, then, fire ahead.

1— What is the weight of a foot-
ball?

2 How many counties have suc-
ceeded in winning senior All-
Ireland honours in both hurl-
ing and football? Name them.

3 When did a club side irom
one county win an All-Ireland
Qenior Football victory for
another county? Name the
club.

4— When ~ were the first All-
Irelands with teams of 17 a
side played?

5 _Has the double All-Ireland,
hurling and football, in the
same year ever been achieved?
If so, how many times and by
whom?

6—When was the Annual Con-
gress of the G.A.A. transferred
to Dublin? Where was it held
before then?

7 __What is the official name for
the G.A.A. pitch in Maghera-
felt (Co. Derry)?

8 —What are the measurements
of the “parallelogram”, or
“square” as it is called?

9 _When was the old Hogan
Stand opened in Croke Park?
When was the new Hogan
Stand opened? Where is the
old Hogan Stand now?

10— Who won the greatest number
of Railway Cup football
medals to date?

11—Who was Sam Maguire?

12—What is the standard weight
of a hurling ball?

13— What family has the record as
far as winning All-Treland
medals is concerned?

14— What cup is presented to the
winners of the Universities
football championship annu-
ally? Who donated it?

15—Who is the only man to win
more than one All-Ireland
medal in both hurling and
football?

16—Name the man most honoured
in the series of Ireland V.
Combined Universities foot-
ball games played annually?

17—What is the official name of
the Galway City G.AA.
grounds?

- 18—Name two players to gain All-

Ireland honours with two
counties and Railway Cup
medals with two provinces.

19—Three Corkmen have won
both All-Ireland hurling and
football medals. Name the
trio.

20—Christy Ring has won a Cork
senior football medal. With
what club?

The above questions constitute
a challenge to our readers, par-
ticularly those who, like mys-elf,
feel they know so much about
Gaelic Games! See how many
correct answers you can give and
then see to which of the following
categories do you belong,

18-20 Correct—Excellent,

14-17 Correct—Very good.
10-13 Correct—Fair.

(Answers page 31.))
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“ GAELIC SPORT ™
ON THE BALL

EMEMBER our issue of

December 1961 7 In that
issue, our contributor, Sean
Donegan, in his article * Ca
dteann na mionuir maithe?” |
advocated a revision of the
Junior Championship, inti- |
mating that the good minors
were being ruined under the
present set-up. He recom- l
mended that an age-limit for
junior classification be estab-
lished and suggested 21 years
as the upper limit.

Now the samz championship |
has come under fire, at Con- |
gress, from no less a person-
age than the General Secre-
tary himself, Padraig O
Caoimh.

If you want to be up-to-date
in G.A.A. matters you must
read *“ Gaelic Sport”. The
top writers, in both Irish and
English, keep you posted on
affairs that concern all fol-
lowers, players and officials—
and all for the modest price
of 1/6.

School for

- Referees

HE decision of Congress 10

establish a School for Referees
has met with acclaim in almost
every county.

For several years, disparities in
rule interpretation, particularly in
football, have been growing more
frequent and more noticeable.

Widespread dissatisfaction has
heen the upshot— especially in
cases where northern referees have
officiated at matches in which
southern teams were engaged, and
vice versa.

Now, however, the setting up of
the school should eventually lead
to a greater efficiency among
referees at all levels of competition,

——




TIPPERARY, 1950

When Tipperary and Kilkenny clashed in the
All-Ireland final of 1950 they were having their
second major meeting of that year. Their
National League “"Home" final of a few months
earlier was still a vivid memory in the minds
of the fans and 67,000 turned out to see the

recurn.

For Tipperary it was more than a bid for their
I5th hurling title. It was a battle to retain the
championship and qualify to travel as hurling
kingpins to America in October. Eight times
since 1900 Tipperary had won the hurling
crown, but not once in that time had they
succeeded in retaining it for the second year.
Now, as defending champions again, they
hoped to beat the hoodoo.

But even their most ardent supporters ques-
tioned the wisdom of introducing a newcomer
at right half back to mark the great Jimmy
Langten. Jimmy Finn, a strapping youngster
from Borrisoleigh, lacked experience for such
a task, they said. Before the hour was out,
however, he had given an exhibition of the

Remember the name!

hurling artistry that made him one of the
game's great defenders. It was a tense hour,
Four times in the first half the scores were
level. Just before the interval whistle, Jimmy
Heffernan and Langton gave Kilkenny the lead
with a brace of points.

Low shots had little chance against Tipperary
that day. In goal Tony Redden was at the top
of his form, although he had been under medi-
cal care since the semi-final, in which he was
injured., He was fronted by an unyielding
defence, in which a youngster named John
Doyle, with Mickey Byrne and former forward
Tony Brennan were solid as a stone wall,

By the 38th minute Tipperary had equalised
with points from the Kenny brothers, Sean
and Paddy. Two minutes later Seamus Bannon
put them in front, and as the game entered
the last quarter Paddy Kenny put them two

peints up.

Ned Ryan’s bullet-like shot for a goal was
stopped by Ramie Dowling, but Paddy Kenny
grabbed the clearance and crashed the ball to
the net,

j @ Remember the team?

Kilkenny, who had sought a goal in vain up to
then, succeeded when only seconds were left
to play, but Jlimmy Kelly's shot served only
to reduce the margin of Tipperary's win. The
Munster champions had conquered again.
Final score — Tipperary |-9; Kilkenny [-8.

TIPPERARY
A. Redden
M. Byrne A. Brennan J. Doyle
4. Finn P. Stakelum T. Doyle
S. Bannon P. Shanahan
E. Ryan M. Ryan S. Kenny (Capt.)
P. Kenny M. Maher J. Kennedy
KILKENNY
R. Dowling J. Hogan P. Hayden

M. Marnell J. Kelly P. Prendergast
W. Walsh ™. Kenny (Capt.) D. Kennedy
W. Costigan S. Downey J. Langton

J, Heffernan J. Mulcahy L. Reidy




THE “ INJURY" LARK

By SEAN DONEGAN

YOME years ago the vexed question of unl.mited

substitution of players, during games, held
the G.A.A. stage. An attempt to curb the exis!-
ing abuses was made by limiting - the numbz2r of
substitutes to three. This leads us fo the argu-
ment that even with three substitutes the rule 1s
«t.ll abused and a case can be made for the total
abolition of such rule.

To clarify the position further let us break
down the rule into its parts. The rule states that
not more than three acts of substitution for injured
players shall be permitted. The phrase “acts of
substitution” is deliberately inserted in lieu of
«cubstitutes” as the framers of the rule were well
aware that a player who had left the field could
return to the fray and yet not be termed a substi-
tute. This in itself was a turning of the blind eye
to the important term “injured players”. To all
intents and purposes an injured player, in any
game, will be deemed to be hors de combat not
alone for the remainder of such game but maybe
for the next day or two. But, in reality, substitu-
tion in most cases is made for the sake of substi-
tution and most of the “injured” players trot oft
the field. Evidence to support my statement that
the injury, if any, is only of a minor nature, 1S the
fact that many players, so rep-aced, return to the
field at a later stage of the game.

Such substitution leads to many misunder-
standings and even hard feelings. No player likes
to be told to “lie down™; it has been known that
players refused to do so and were afterwards
dropped from their teams. Apart from hurting a
player’s feelings, the Selection Committee are
showing themselves 1n a poor light by asking
players to feign in,ury. In the public view they

-

s

are, to all intents and purposes, saying, “we made
a mistake in placing this man on our original line-
out; player X is a better man”’. Granted, oné Or
two players may have an off-day but this is all
part of the uncertainty of the game and the
opponents probably suiler from a similar malady
in cther positions. In any Case, the rule was not
framed to allow for off-form players.

The rule also states that the pena.ty for ex-

seding the limit of tiirée acts of substitution 18
“loss of the game”. But there 1s no penalty for
the team losing the game. And if, through chance,
both teams exczeded the limit, what then? Neither
would be entitled to the game and SO, if this
ocourred in a major final, there would have to be
a2 new final between the defeated semi-finalists or
the trophy would not be deemed to be won at all.

This is purely conjecture, Of course, but it has
been known that in a major final in Croke Park
one team exczeded the limit and suffered no
penalty because it lost the game.

Is it a good rule or should substitution be
abolished? I say atolish it. But this may appear
to be too drastic; many will say that an All-Ire’and
or League or other important final could be ruined
if, in f2ct, a player were really injured. That may
b= so, but we have often seen teams with fourteen
men (one player having been put to the line)
rlaying with added gusio and even winning.

If the complete abolition of substitutes 18 too
drastic. then I would be in favour of allowing
limited substitution as follows:—

(a) A substitute goalie may be brought 1n at
any stage of the game when the original
gcalie has suffered injury.

(Continued page 41.)



Can hurling survive?

CAN hurling survive? 1Is there
enouzh being done to preserve
and spread our ancient game? Have
the plans and schemes which were
proposed at Congress and othér
levels of G.A.A. administration
proved successful ?  And perhaps
the most important question of all
have the new divisional arrange-
ments for the National Hurling
League done more harm than good
for the cause of our great game ?

These gquestions have become
cliches, so often have they been
posed in newspapers, magazines
and in fact, wherever hurling is
discussed.

What are the answers ? 1 think
most fans and critics will agree
that hurling can and will survive
but only in the counties where it is
strong and virile at the moment.,

That is, of course, at inter-county
level. Hard though such counties
as Down, Antrim, Roscommon,
Meath, Louth and Kerry may strive
it is hard to see them taking their
place in top-class competition.

Call it lack of tradition or what
you will, but it is undeniable that
the building of hurling teams in
those2 counties and others not
mentioned has been, and will be, a
difficult task.

Even in counties where the game
has been established for many
years, hurling is having a struggle.
Look at Limerick, who not so long
ago were Kingpins of the hurling
world, and at Laois, whose hurlers
are not exactly setting the world
on fire; so it is hard to see top
class hurling spreading further
aficld in the future.

There is no doubt that it will
probably gain ground at lower

Asks BOB DOLAN

levels of competition as one often
hears of the establishment of new
juvenile groups throughout the
country and more particularly in
the cities and built-up areas.

But those enthusiasts who form
and develop juvenile hurling clubs,
all have the same tale of woe to
tell: “ We haven’t enough money.
Hurleys are too costly.”

And this very real difficulty is
a limiting factor in the spread of
hurling no matter how it may be
minimised by those who shrug it
off by saying ‘ Where there’s a will
there’s a way.”

Most of the County Boards have
played their parts by providing
free or subsidised hurleys but in
most cases their efforts merely ease
the problem rather than solve it.

Contrast the ease with which a
football club can be formed.
Literally all that is needed 1s a
football and football boots—the
jerseys, etc. can follow ldter, and,
of course, a playing field.

On the other hand, those who
want to establish a hurling team
in a new area must have a reason-
able sum of money in the “Kitty”
before such a step can be contem-
plated.

Not alone must they have the
price of about twenty hurleys but
they must have the wherewithal
to replace broken sticks as well.
They can only get help from the
County Boards when they affiliate
and to affiliate they must have a
club formed, so the difficulties are
enormous.

Apart from this aspect of the
problem, there have been commis-
sions and committees set up from
time to time, and can anyone
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honestly say that any of these
bodies has done anything really
worthwhile for our ancient game.
I doubt it.

Take .one of the most recent
examples of their work—the new
divisions of the National Hurling
League. From the very outset it
was obvious that the divisions
would work out as follows :

In Division I “C” it was clear
that the issue would be between
Dublin and Galway; in Division
I “B” Kilkenny and Tipp. were
fancied to contest the decider,
while in Division I “A” there was
undoubtedly a possibility of a
slightly more interesting set-up,
with Wexford, Waterford and Cork
all in the running for divisional
honours.

But the vital question here is:
did this arrangement better the
lesser hurling powers who com-
peted in these divisions. I think
in all fairness it must be said that
it did not.

If it did anything, it convinced
these counties that they still
haven’t a chance and probably
never will, of catching up on their
more powerful brethren.

Could a better plan have been
evolved? 1 think so. A number
of suggestions come to mind, per-
haps the ideal one being the
formation of a one-division league
which would mean that the teams
at present playing in the three
premier groups would play in a
single league and they would each
play thirteen matches in a season.

I know that there will be
immediate protests about travel
and the impossibility of carrying
out such a heavy programme, but



on examination would it impose‘
such a burden after all?

If the league were started two
weeks after the All-Ireland hurling
final, continued at fortnightly in-
tervals up to the first week in
December, and resumed in the first
week in February, the full schedule
could be completed by May.

This system would undoubtedly
mean that there would be no
league final as we know it at
present, but there could be a top
four competition such as is opera-
ted in the Dublin Hurling League
to take its place and supply the
welcome ‘‘ readies ”.

The travelling would be some-
thing of a handicap, especially
when one thinks in terms of tra-
velling from, say, Clare or Cork to
Antrim, but as far as improving
the game of hurling is concerned
there can be no doubt that the
weaker counties would reap the
benefits in a big way because they
would have more variety and more
games and that would be bound
to have a favourable effect on their
standard.

Further, it would really only
mean a long trip every two years
because, for example, if Antrim
travelled to Cork this year, the
Munstermen would have to repay
the visit the following year.

At all events, something concrete
will have to be done to make the
league more profitable and interest-
ing for the small fry, and when
this is done I have no doubt that
the improvement will be seen and
so the game of hurling should

benefit.

As well as this, I would like to
see some definite proposals for
the provision of cheap hurleys,
not alone for the young but for
the older players as well.

More ash trees should be
planted and hurley manufacturers
should be encouraged to experi-
ment with some of the modern
materials with a view to finding
a durable and suitable substance
for making hurleys.

TIPPERARY
GLASS Ltd.

—— BEST FOR ——

DECORATED and STAINED GLASS
SILVERING and BEVELLING
ETCHING and SANDBLAST

BRILLIANT CUTTING
SILK-SCREEN PRINTING
also IRISH FILAGREE WARE

Templemore, Co. Tipperary

CLONDALKIN

LIMERICK Telephone :
ATHLONE ’
BALLYHALE, Co. Kilkenny =
CASTLEBLAYNEY i3
ALLEN, Co. Kildare .

SLANE, Co. Meath

CONCRETE LTD.

—— FOR ——

READY MIXED CONCRETE
CONCRETE BLOCKS AND
PRE-CAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS

and Branch Plants at :—

Limerick 46578
Athlone 2369
Knocktopher 12
Castleblayney 26
Robertstown 39
Slane 38

CLONDALKIN, CO. DUBLIN
Telephone: 342731 (10 lines)
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Known throughout the length and breadth of Ireland is the name _

Tayto. This picture shows the well known Dublin Senior Footballer

and Hurler, Mr. Des Foley, and Mr. P. Lillis, Sales Manager, Messrs. .l,
Tayto, himself an ex-Dublin senior hurling goalkeeper,
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MEET THE IMMORTALS

No. 5

*DANNO’ STANDS APARI

A Profile : By Liam Fox

AS Christy Ring is to hurling
so is Dan O’Keeffe to
football . . . . holder of the
- greatest number of All-Ireland
champicnship medals. But not
only does “ Danno ” stand apart
as the only player to win seven
All-Ireland fotball medals, he is
 still remembered as the greatest
goalkeeper of all time.

Those of us fortunate enough
to have seen this great player in
' his hey-day were privileged
indeed : those too young to have
had that experience missed some
of the greatest thrills Gaelic
football has known.

The alertness, agility and utter
reliability of this outstanding
netminder amounted to one of
the biggest assets on Kerry
teams of many talents and
- several stars.

Like many another Kerry
| footballer Danno — although
born in Cork—was reared 1n
famed Tralee and was educated
and coached in the arts of foot-
ball at the local Christian
Brothers’ school.

Not surprisingly then, he soon
made a name for himself 1n
football.  For there are few
greater nurseries oOf the game
than this C.B.S. and fewer towns
so steeped in football tradition.

In 1927 Danno played with a
newly formed club called Ran-
gers and two years later was on
the Strand Street side. Came
1930 and he won a Kerry minor
championship medal and the
same year he collected an All-
Ireland medal when he was
goalkepeer on the junior team
that beat Dublin at the U.C.C.
grounds in Cork.

But his greatest moment this
far came late on the eve of the
1931 All-Ireland final. Kerry
had qualified to meet their old
rivals Kildare once again. But
with John Joe Sheehy having
retired after the team’s return
from an American tour early
that summer, “Pedlar” Sweeney
having been injured in America
and Tim O’Donnell having to
cry-off the side on Saturday, the
selectors sat down to pick their

team when the party arrived in
Dublin on the eve of the final.

In addition to the changes
forced on them they produced a
<hock when they eventually an-
nounced their team nearing
midnight on Saturday by pick-
ing Dan O’Keeffe as their goal-
keeper instead of Johnny
O’Riordan, who had won All-
Ireland medals with the county
in 1926, 29 and 30 and earlier
in 1931 had captained the team
(in the absence of J. J. Sheehy)
that won the National League
by beating Cavan in the final.

In all “ Danno ” played with
Kerry in ten senior All-Treland
finals—three of them, 1937, °33
and ’46, requiring replays—and
he won his seven medals 1n
1931, *32, ’37. ’39, ’40, ’41' and
46.

In that time he played with
Munster in seven Railway Cup
finals and was on the winning
provincial side in 1931 and 41
and he played with the Kerry
teams of 1933 and 1947 on their
visits to America.
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THINKING 4

/7 "\ BUYING?

Then you should know more about the
Bowmaker Purchase Plans which are
designed to help you own a new car, new
farm plant, or other major items without
a large immediate capital outlay. If
you’re thinking of buying, Bowmaker’s
unequalled experience of a quarter of a
century’s service to Irish agriculture and
industry is at your disposal. Ask your
local Bowmaker manager ;: you’ll find his
address in the ’phone beok, and youw’ll find
him very helpful.

GOOD BUSINESS BEGINS

AT A

~ THINKING
' OF
BUYING?

Bowmaker (Ireland) Ltd., Industrial Bankers,

115 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin. And al

Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Galway, Sligo,
Belfast, Derry.

DON'T BE UP IN THE
AIR ABOUT IT'!

RENT YOUR SELF-DRIVE
CAR FROM

JOE CAHILL

CAR RENTALS LTD,

34 BACHELOR’S WALK, DUBLIN 1.
'Phone 4-77-66
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THE CASE OF THE DELEGATE’S DELUSION

Camogie
is NOT

hurling!?
By AGNES HOURIGAN

T is not often that I put in an appcarance at for girls’. And the resuit is that well-meaning

the G.A.A. Congress, but I was there or there- folk do start camogie teams, more or less under |
abeuts for a bricf time last Easter, to thank some hurling rules, and then quite naturally find that
of my good G.A.A. friends who come so often to the game is tco rough for the players.
the aid of the camoazie fclk, and also, I fear, to ask . . |
¢ I have been surprised to find teams in some F

scme furiler help frcm them through the seacon
ahead.

There eone very well-known G.A.A. official
from the south said to me quite seriously, "1
quite appreciate the work you people are doing,
but, sericusly, I dcn’t think that hurling 1s a

areas that have been playing what they thought

was camogie for a couple of years and yet had !
never even seen a camogie rule book. They were |
playing hurling, with a ‘30" substituted for a “70, :

suitable game for girls.” And he was very much (Continued overleat.) I
surprised when I pointed out to him that camogie |
is NOT hurling. e L
Indeed, with his original view-point, wrong -
though it was, I am in complete agreement, . “?wgmmwm
Hurling is NOT a game for girls. Hurling, with e R e e e Y Bt s e
its body-charging, its hard pulling, its emphasis & % # o R e U X
at times on strength instead of on skill, is not = s
suitable for girls. But, may I repeat, hurling 1s T i

NOT camogie.

The camogie rules have been specially framed
to make the game suitable for girls, as my G.A.A.
friend was first to admit when I posted him a
copy of the same rules.

The trouble with a great many people who 5 ”*
would naturally be all in favour of camogie is
that they assume camogie is no more than ° hurling : ; e
29 '
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(Continued from page 29.)

and thought that was the only difference between
the two games.

When refereeing matches in which some
country teams were engaged, I have been
astounded to find even experienced players who
could not understand when they were whistied up
for ‘shouldering’. They had always assumed it
was part of the game.

Well, it isn’t Neither 1s blocking an opponent’s
stick in the air allowed. Neither is it permitted
to enter an opponent’s ‘square’ before the ball.
Nor is any kind of body-checking permitted, or
holding off an opponent. The ball is always the
only cons:deration.

So camogie is not hurling and it is not ‘too
rough’ a game for girls, when played according
to the camogie rules. Incidentally, it might be
no harm if hurling borrowed an idea or two from
camogie, the second cross-bar for instance, or

allowing the defending team to puck out from the
fourteen yard mark after a score against them.

The championship season is already upon us
and I expect this to provide us with one of the
best camogie seasons yet. There should be the
keenest battle for a long time for the All-Ireland
crown, and I would not be at all surprised if
Tipperary succeeded in bringing home the O’Dufly
Cup for the first time.

When last I wrote here I castigated Telefis
Eireann for neglecting camogie. Well, in the
interval between the time I wrote and the time
“ Gaelic Sport” was published, Telefis Eireann
oave us a very fair show, showing us last year’s
All-Ireland final and quite a good coverage of the
Ashbourne Inter-varsity Cup.

Let’s hope that they keep up the good work
and that we shall be seeing Michael O’Hehir, or
some of his men, not alone at the All-Ireland
final but at other lively championship matches
between now and next September.

... first in the field

S seesenesennenenees .  OMYTH & CO, LTD., BALBRIGGAN. Established 1780
i | 30




How Did You Score?

Answers to Questions on Page 19

1—13 to 15 ounces.

2—Seven. They are Dublin, Cork,
Tipperary, Kerry, Wexford,
Limerick and Galway.

3—In 1902. The club was Bray
Emmets which competed in
the Dublin championships and
won the All-Ireland S.F. title
of that year as a Dublin club.

4-—1892, Before this a team con-
sisted of 21.

5—Three times—by Cork in 1890
and by Tipperary in 1895 and
1900.

6—1909. Thurles before then.

7—QO'Donovan  Rossa’'s Gaelic
Grounds.

8 —Fifteen yards by five yards.

9—In 1926 (Old Stand), In 1959
(New Stand). The old Hogan
Stand is now installed in
Limerick Gaelic Grounds.

10—Kevin Hétfernan, the popular
Dublin footballer, who won
his seventh Railway Cup
medal this year.

11—A Protestant Corkman, who
gave lifelong service to the

G.A.A. and to Ireland 1in
London.

12—From 34 to 4% ounces.

13—The Doyles of Mooncoin.
Between 1905 and 1913, the
three brothers, Dick, Eddie
and Mick, won 18 All-Ireland
medals between them.

14—The Sigerson Cup. The donor
of the Cup, Dr. George Siger-
son, was a professor 1n
U.C.D., a great scholar, a
poet, and a Fenian.

15—Frank Burke, a native of Kil-
dare; three in football with

16— Gerry O’Malley of Roscom-

17— Pearse Stadium, Salthill.
18—The two players who have

Dublin, 1921, 22 and 23, and medals with Galway in 1938
two in hurling with the same and Dublin in 1942) and Caleb
county in 1917 and 1920, Crone (won All - Ireland
medals with Dublin in 1942
and Cork in 1945; and won
Railway Cup football medals
with Leinster in 1944 and
Munster in 1946).

19—Willie Mackessy (H. 1903 and
F. 1911), Jack Lynch (H. 1941,
42, ’43, 44 and '46 and F.

achieved this feat are Bobby 1945), Derry Beckett (H. 1942

Beggs (won Railway Cup foot- and F. 1945).
ball medals with Leinster in  20—St. Nicholas’ Club (known as
1935 and with Connacht in St. Nick’s), sister club of Glen

1936 and '37; and All-Ireland Rovers.

mon. His appearance on the
Ireland football selection this
year marked his ninth succes-
sive appearance in this series
of games.

take a COLOURFUL view
of things with . . .

GEVACOLOR

% N5 NECATIVE FILM
for Natural Colour Prints

* R5 REVERSAL FILM
for Brilliant Colour Transparencies

56 Harcourt St., Dublin. Phone 51059
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Situated off the main road, exactly half-way A '
between Dublin and Belfast, this Historic
House embraces charmingly old-world tran-
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Why should the
players pipe down ?

Asks Eamonn Young

“B R. MICEAL O RUAIRC (Kerry) said that

his county was utterly opposed to the
motion (to abolish the ban). The motion which
came before their county convention came in by
the back door from Ballybuaion. Conlinuing,
Mr. O Rua.rc said that it had often been stated
that the voice of the players was not heard, but
he saw no reason why it should be. In schools,
colleges and universities, students had no say in
the curriculum, because they were too immature
to ma'e decisions of major importance. . .~
That is an extract from a nzwspaper report of
the recent G.A.A. Congress.

Firstly, let us say that it's very doubtful 1f
Kerry is utterly opposed to the motion (any more
than Cork., or, as Pat Fanning, the Munster
Council chairman, suggests, all Munster); but
that’s not the point.

Players get great fun and gcod ones earn great
honour. All of them work hard, and many of
them, who by their enthusiam keep the small
clubs going, get very little reward. It is, to say the
least, most ungrateful to suggest their voice should
not be heard.

At home we listen even to the voices of children
and, indzed, parents who don’t, soon see the
children go. Players are not children; yet Miceal
O Ruairc, I suspect, regards them as such by
drawing a parallel with college students.

The average age of the playing body must be
about 25. Let’s not forget that men of this age
1 all countries and in all ages changed the course
of history. In fact, as we all know, many players
support the ban. Will their opinions be disregarded
as readily, or will they be hailed because they
agree with the majority of the older officials? 1

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY
ROFERENCE DEPT.
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have no doubt that shouid the playing body give
an overwhelming vote in favour of the ban it
would be congratulated on its loyalty by Miceal
_'O Ruairc.

Let’s face it, the only person whnose freedom
is drastically curtailed by the ban is the player.
Curely, for that reason alone he is entitled to have
his voice heard.

Again, the player is able to examine the
question in the light of modern conditions. Which
of us middle-aged folk can deny that years bring
a tendzncy to get out of step. These players of
to-day, whether they support or Opposc the ban,
will Tun this Association to-morrow. They won't
thank us for calling them babies.

It would be unfair, I think, to suggest that
Padraig Gearty, who put the players’ point of
view at Congress, desires that players alone should
make a decision for which they are allegedly
immature. No group has a right to force a deci-
sion of major importance : that is the function

of Congress.

A refzrendum suggested by Padraig Gearty
would, I expect, include all members of the
G.A.A.. thereby making it democratic. In fact,
it would be undemocratic to suggest that such a
decision, fcr or against, would be o-herwise.

The parallel drawn with students is both in-
correct and unfair. In these modern days, students
are making their opinions felt in education and,
indeed, the tendency is to encourage such ex-
pression.  But even if it were not, their interests
are ~uarded by parents who ensure that the

(Continued on page 35.)
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(From page 33.)

educational bodies are more aware of their feel-
1ngs.

The player is not a student; he’s a MEMBER
OF AN ORGANISATION WITH ALL A
MEMBER’S RIGHTS. If he is not allowed
speak, his status is stultified. He must confine
his attentions to playing. Would it be fair to
deny an official the right of playing should he
feel like doing so?

The Association cannot let it be said that it
ignores the wishes of the players, and the fact that
a serious-minded and experienced member of the
Central Council (whom, incidentally, 1 admire)
suggests such, has met with the approval of many.

It gives food for thought to those who, like
myself, have been for long critical of the facilities
(or lack of them) given to players, especially in
the matter of modern dressingrooms where they
may relax for a moment before the game instead
of fighting their way through the crowds at some
of our big games, all because we have grown up
in the tradition of supporting premises endowed
with adequate supplies of alcohol (and foolish
talk).

It also makes one ponder on the lack of pro-
gress in the improvement of refereeing, which has
continued to present, in consequence, a constant
physical danger to players. Remember, officials
seldom get hurt.

Many of us who have disapproved of Miceal
O Ruairc’s words are convinced that he has stated
a personal opinion (to which he is quite entitled)
‘but which does not represent the policy of
Cumann Luit-chleas Gael.

The Association has every reason to cherish
its players. Certainly, those of us who continue
to associate ourselves closely with the clubs have
no reason to reduce our respect for them. May
their voice (right or wrong) always be heard, and
let’s avoid the day when they regard us as a lot
of narrow-minded old fogies, a category to which
a repetition of Miceal O Ruairc’s statements will
yery soon reduge us,

39

PASCAL FLYNN, the Dublin ’keeper, clears an

Offaly attack although closely tackled by Peter Daly
in the Leinster final of 1961. Har Donnelly of
Offaly is on left.

Meanwhile, if the players want to ensure that
their voice is heard, the Association provides a
broad democratic path for them. Let them take
more interest in the administration of their clubs
and not leave the burden to one or two. By
engaging in this work they will become an articu-
late body and take manfully the responsibility of
maintaining or changing the rules, instead of
leaving lone Padraig Gearty to speak for them.

Lastly, now that the G.A.A. very definitely
wants the ban, let’s call a halt to the despicable
hypocrisy unworthy of a great organisation and
enforce the rule—to the very hilt,

'I'|Irl T_‘l..-:--!
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T is a rather odd and unbefitting
fact that while our national
stadium honours both Dr. Croke
and Michael Cusack, nothing in it
recalls the name of the third joint
founder of the Gaelic Athletic
Association, Maurice Davin.

When Maurice Davin took office
as the first President of the

G.A.A., he was 43 years of age.
A few years previously, he had few
equals in the world as an all-
high

round athlete. The jump,

Commodore
Hotel

COBH

WEDDING RECEPTIONS

SPECIAL PARTIES

LUNCHEONS
DINNERS

FOR QUOTATIONS RING COBH 277

MAURICE DAVIN

The man who became first
President of the G.A.A.

long jump, hop, step, and jump
and, of course, the weights, were
Davin’'s events.

Towards the latter part of his
career he confined himself to the
weights and it was not uncommon
for him to win all weight-throwing
events at a championship meeting.

The most amazing aspect of
Davin’s athletic career is not what
he won but that he was almost
30 years of age before he became
interested in athletics, Had he

C. J. ANDREWS (Manager)

begun at a normal age there is no
telling of what he might have
achieved.

Davin’s first love was rowing.
His native Carrick-on-Suir was
then the venue for regular boat-
races and rezattas and the youthful
Davin became an expert oarsmail
while still in his teens. So keen
was he on the sport that he learned
how to build his own boats and it
is said that he never lost a race
in one of these.

Another of Davin's early sport-
ing interests was boxing. Standing
well over six feet and weighing 15
stone, Davin possessed a natural
flair for the noble art. Carrick-on-
Suir had a boxing school in those
days of the mid 19th century and
Maurice Davin eagerly availed of
what it had to offer.

However, he was not satisfied at
confining his knowledge to the
rudiments of the sport and in 1865
he made a point of availing of a
visit to Carrick by the great
American heavyweight champion,
John C. Heenan, to improve his
knowledge of the art,

It is said that Heenan took a
great liking to Davin and spent
many hours sparring with him.

At that time, Jem Mace was the
British  heavyweight champion.
Born at Norwich of Romany stock.
Mace is now universally accepted
as being the father of modern
scientific boxing. He first won the
British title in 1861, lost it to



... THE GREAT JEM MACE

Tom King in November 1862 and
regained it in the Spring of 1866.

In June 1868, Mace embarked
on an exhibition tour of Ireland.
which eventually brought him to
Clonmel. With him was his brother
“Pooley” Mace, who was also a
professional boxer.

At that time Maurice Davin was
27 and no man had ever beaten
him in a fight. He had fought
numerous British army champions
without being extended and 1t was
only natural that he should travel
to Clonmel to see the great Jem
Mace.

Having watched
man sparring in an exhibition
bout, Davin became convinced
that he could beat him., After the
performance, he quietly challenged
him but Mace, having looked the
towering Irishman over with a
careful eye, refused. So did his
brother.

Davin is said to have returned
to Carrick -on - Suir a very dis-
appointed man; for he had looked
forward to fighting Mace and
putting his acquired fistic ability
to a final test.

Two years later, Mace travelled
to America and beat Tom Allen
at Kennerville, Louisiana, in a bout
that was recognised as being for
the world heavyweight title. Mace
retired shortly afterwards.

To-day, boxing historians attri-
bute the introduction of science
and skill into the noble art to
Jem Mace. He was one of the first

the English-

By SEAN FEELEY

to be elected to the American
“Boxing Hall of Fame” a few years
a3o,

Yet, this man, great as he was,
once turned down a fight—even a
sparring Session — with the man
who was later to become the first
President of the G.A.A.

[t is interesting to speculate on
what might have happened had
Mace fought Davin. It would
certainly have been a great fight.

REFUSED TO FIGHT HIM

Mace would have been the more
skilful but standing only 5" 9" and
weighing less than 12 stone, he
could not hope to match Davin's
strenzth.

What if Davin had beaten Mace?
Would he have then realised that
his natural boxing ability was
capable of earning him fame and

fortune? Would he have turned
professional? It is an intriguing
thought.

--------
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THE FIRST STEP

By FRANK FOLEY

ONE of the happiest pieces of news to come out
of this year’s Congress was the announce-
ment that, at long last, a satisfactory settlement
had been found to the differences between the
Central Council and the New York Board.

All is now forgiven and, we hope, forgotten,
too. And New York come back mto the National
Leagues, not into the Sf. Brendan Cup competi-
tions, which have been abandoned.

Since their inauguration in 1954 the St.
Brendan Cup competitions have been a bone of
contention with the New York body. They have
never been happy with them and have always felt
that they were a poor sop after they had been
excluded from the Leagues in which they played
in the early 1950s—and won in football when
they beat Cavan in the 1950 final.

In the negotiations that preceded this year’s
Congress, New York sought annual games with the
All-Treland champions, but this is something the
ruling bodies here at home have steadfastly
refused.

So with commonsense each side gave a little
and New York return to the National Leagues, for
which there will now be runners-up trophies for
the first time.

Most important of all, that unhappy “blank
year” disappears and the contests will be staged
annually, alternately in Dublin and New York—
in the latter city, presumably, as a double-decker
programme in the Polo Grounds, which has been
saved from demolition by the recent formation of
the New York Mets baseball side now based there.

This new arrangement is bound to give even
added impetus to the National Leagues, for
counties must now beat New York to win the
titles rather than winning them at home and going
out to play for the St. Brendan Cup which never
really assumed a high status Or importance.
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Also approved at Congress was County
Board status for the American League which runs
G.A.A. affairs in cities outside New York and
which sponsored Down’s tour this summer.

Perhaps in time the American League, now
that it has been given the boost of official recog-
nition, will become strong enough to take its plaee
in the National Leagues. For the possibilities of
a truly all-American championship lie in the fact
that New York and the American League are fully
recognised and approved by the Central Council

and Congress.

And rather than try to outdo each othe., .aese
bodies should work together towards the happy
state of full co-operation and a continental

competition.

Such a spirit of co-operation could bring a
new level of competition into the G.A.A.—the
nearest approach the Association has yet had to
full internationals.

And it’s possible. Following an American
championship, the two American bodies could
pick teams in hurling and football that would meet

Ireland teams.

These latter could be chosen on the evenings
of the annual exhibition sames—Rest of Irela nd
v. the Combined Universities in Football, Rest v.

the All-Ireland champions in hurling.

What an injection this would mean for these

exhibitions, which are fast losing their appeal for
the public and they provide no real incentive for

the players. But, just imagine the rousing, thril-
ling games these annual contests would be if the

players knew that on their performances depended
selection for an Ireland team to travel on an

American trip.

Let’s hope this year’s Congress is the first step
on the road to such a competition.



THREE AMONG MANY

BOOK-TALK: By SEAN O’NEILL

N hour spent in a Dublin public library
recently brought home to me very forcibly the
great deficiency which exists in the way of books
on Gaelic games. On the spacious shelves of this
library, 1 counted no less than ninety-seven books
on sport. Only three of these were on Gaelic
games. |

Perched together on a lowly shelf were Canon
Fogarty’s elaborate history of the Tipperary
G.A.A.. John P. Power’s excellent little book on
Cork hurling champions, “A Story of Cham-
pions ”, and “ The Gaels of Wexford ” (carelessly
printed as * Gails ” by the cover binders).

These were the only representatives of the
sports which hold the interest and the respect of
the vast majority of the Irish people. Above and
alongside these three books were scores of bigger
and better bound volumes on rugby, soccer,
cricket, tennis and other sports,

Cricket, which can claim no more than a few
thousand followers in this country, had nine books
to its credit. Soccer had in the region of fifteen
and rugby had even more.

Why was this so? Why were there not plenty
of books on Gaelic games on those shelves? The
simple truth is that there are very few books on
Gaelic affairs—for the very good reason that these
books rarely, if ever, pay their way.

We may have over one million regular fo!-
lowers of our native games, yet it is a well-
established fact that a sale of two to three thousand
is the very most that a book on Gaelic games can
command.

Even at ten shillings per copy this would not
cover the basic printing cost of an average-sized
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hard-covered book, let alone reward the author
for his labour.

We are blessed with a score or more top-Class
writers on Gaelic affairs—men who through their
love of the games would gladly write a book on
hurling or football without concern for reward;
but not a publisher in Ireland would risk pro-
ducing such a book.

As far as I can recollect, about twenty books
solely devoted to Gaelic games have appeared in
print. Of these, over one half were paper backs
and many are now out of print.

The earliest G.A.A. publications were Dick
Fitzgerald’s “ How to Play Gaelic Football ” and
T. F. O’Sullivan’s history of the Association. Both
of these are now collectors’ items.

“Carbery 7, that doyen of Gaelic sports
writers, was next in the field and he is still with
us and writing almost as prolifically as ever.

In recent years the position has improved
slightly, but the supply is still wholly inadequate.
However, only three of the G.A.A. books pub-
lished during the last decade had hard covers.
These were Tommy Doyle’s “ A Lifetime 1in
Hurling ?, Dr. E. O’Sullivan’s “ Art and Science
of Gaelic Football” and Canon Fogarty’s
Tipperary history.

“ Our Games Annual”, sponsored by the
Central Council, made its second welcome appear-
ance earlier this year and certainly this 1s a move
in the right direction in more ways than one.

The ten to eighteen age-group are by far the
best purchasers of sports books and their needs
should be catered for first and foremost (if for no
other reason than to counter the vast supply of

(Continued on page 47)



(Continued from page 21.)

(b) A substitute may be used to replace a player
who suffers injury in the first 15 minutes
of a game. No substitution for any injured
player after the first quarter.

Proposed rule (b) above might lead to many
complications in regard to the actual time elapsed,
but the referee shall decide if, in fact, fifteen
minutes have elapsed or not and shall allow or
disallow the substitution accordingly. It should
also be noted that there is no limit to the number
of substitutions for genuine injuries in the first
quarter.

In any case, it spikes the guns of the sideline
ceniuses who will take more than fifteen minutes
to decide if they have made a mistake in playing
certain people and it will also curtail the practice
of playing “the half-hour man” who is deliberately
held over until the second half because of age or
state of fitness. If he is not fit to play the first
hour then he should not be on the selection to the
exclusion of an up-and-coming youngster.

Apart from all other considerations, substitu-
tion for its own sake presents us with the spectacle
of the semi-beserk “official” (who is normally a
good runner) galloping around the field telling
certain players to lie down and switching others
ad infinitum when the “injury” is inflicted.

It makes one truly sorry for the odd player
who is genuinely injured and does not receive
sufficient sympathy from a disbelieving crowd.

As I said before, please abolish substitution
altogether; it is only make-believe and does more

harm than good.

BE WELL DRESSED
FEEL WELL DRESSED
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HE slim young player in the
track-suit drew a few smiles
as he danced around among the
players who were tuning up before
the game. It was a nice maroon
colour and so many of the old-
timers thought him a sissy. DBut
when he went on as a sub later in
the game he proved as manly as the
next. It is so important to warm up
the muscles before they are asked
to stand the strain imposed on them
by the active mind that sends a
body chasing a ball. A track-suit
keeps the body warm and who
wants a sub shivering on the side-
line—as I have seen them.

HE elderly player in the junior
inter-county ranks is, I think,
on his way out. I have always ad-
mired the veteran whose craft,
strength and fitness made him so
useful to his team but that affec-
tion was always reduced a little by
the picture of the young fellow on
the side-line who was robbed
thereby of a place.

In Munster we now have an
under-21 competition in football to
help in raising the standard and we
hear more comment every day
about confining the junior com-
petition to the under 23’s or there-
abouts.

With the frequent talk about the
number of minors who are being
lost because of their failure to
become inter-county junior we’ll
find, I think, a combination of the
arguments resulting in the cutting

off of the older junior player in
favour of the young man.

It would probably make the
inter-county junior championship
more interesting also. Certainly
it does not now command the
interest it should.

AT last something _positive 1s

being done about the growing
of ash and in the autumn it 1s
hoped to start the work. It 1is
hoped to plant units of 50,000 trees
and the requirements of each
county would be a matter for the
county boards.

There might be a number of
separate plantations in the county
o:r perhaps the easier and more
efficient method would be to plant
the lot in one place. The ash
sapling would probably be sold for
22/6 per 100 for three-year-old
plants and 25/- for four-year-olds.
They should be planted three feet
apart in rows also three apart, deep
moist soil is best. and the months
November to March are best.

One can plant about 4,000
saplings in the acre and in 15 years
one would hope for thinnings to
give hurleys. When we can put a
cheap hurley in the hands of the
youngster we will have made a
definite stride in the revival of the
incomparable iomaniocht.

PEAKING of hurleys, I notice
that the old trick of the narrow
heel is still being sprung on people.
The width of the hurleys heel
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By EAMONN YOUNG

should be the width of a ha'penny
at least, The thinner the heel the
more sticks out of one root—and
the more profit for the merchant.

AVING argued with an All-

Ireland playver about the

““ square " rule (and for once found

myself right) it’s no harm to
elaborate.

Yes, a forward MAY stand inside
the square when a 14 yards free is
being taken. The snag is if he
scores, the goal should be dis-
allowed. If, however, the ball
returns to the square before the
player has had time to get out of
it and if a goal is scored without
his help it will be allowed.

If the ball goes high over the bar
it will be allowed even though the
full-forward may be leaning up
against the goal-post. The fact
that my friend didn’t know the rule
indicates to me that there must be
a ‘ fierce ” number of ignorant um-
pires in the country.

AM convinced that 14 men

should never be asked to play
15. In rugby and soccer they do it
when a man is injured badly; but
who says that’s fair play. In our
games it happens that a man 1s put
off for disorderly behaviour and
the game soon becomes
uninteresting.

Fortunately, we have a number
of sensible refs who put off two

(Continued page 45.)
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Conducted by
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For particulars apply :
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ST. MARY'S COLLEGE
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(Conducted by the Marist Fathers)
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CATHOLIC APOSTOLATE
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(Continued from page 43.)

men even though one is probably
innocent. Anything is better than
the unequal contest though the
qutomatic suspension makes one
sorry for at least one player.

1 feel that this, too, will go
eventually to be replaced by a
punishment decided by a com-
mittee. If our committees can’t be
trusted to do this it's time to haul
down the flag.

-IN fascination we watched the

hardy young player eat his
food. It was like clockwork as

the potatoes, cabbage, meat, milk
__and raw onions—disappeared. It
would have thrilled my old heart
but for the fact that he was playing
centre-field in a tough game one
nour after.

Fating heavy feeds bzfore a game
i5 madness. The idea that one
needs the food is usually wrong:
one doesn’'t need ten gallons of
petrol to travel 20 miles in a small
car. The only meal a player needs
before an afternon match is a good
breakfast. If he likes a cup of tea
later so much the better.

Best to let the big meal till an
hour after the game when one has
talked to the friends and the excite-
ment implicit in real endeavour is
abatzd. No need to prescribe the
time-honoured way of getting an
appetite,

Me ? 1 prefer a red steak, but
my butcher tells me the sheep 1s a
far better animal.

NCE again we must call atten-

tion to the sanitary facilities

1t our big games. In some Cases

they are excellent: in others?
Well . ..

OES TV excite players? Are
they distracted from their
effor:s by the hundreds of eyes
boring into the small of their
backs ? There are some men who
are always conscious of the grand-

stand whether at work, in company
or at play. The real player sees
only one thing—the ball.

If it's in the grasp of another
he wants to get it. Sometimes his
methods are not the most polite,
but brother, the camera, or €ven
the referce, dosen’t stop him.

EOPLE like me who don’t like
the foreign games rule but
keep it, are tired of seeing others
break it scot free. It is only
natural to suppose that the officials
who spoke with such conviction
for the rule at Congress will now
enforce it—to the hilt . . . WE'RE
WATCHING.

NCE we were playing a game
and our veteran forward was
going through. Maybe he wasn't
quite as fast as In days gone Dby,
but he had a ton of heart. He was
belted a bit and lost the ball. Back
he came after it and hopped the

s

man who took it from him oft the
ground.

The ref blew against him. “ Why
did you do that,” says our man
about to burst a blood-vessel.
“ Didn’t you see what you did ?”
says the ref. “ Didn’t YOU see what
he did to me ? " said the forward.
“ No,” says the ref. “ Well,” says
our friend, “ You'll see this” and
he chopped him a bonk on the
noggin that nearly put his photo on
the ground. When it came up at
a meeting I was advised to plead
insanity. That didn’'t work either.

T°S good to see that the clubs
are playing the game with the
public (especially those whose eyes
are not as keen as they used to be)
by using more white footballs and
sliotars. The players like it also
and can strike, or Kick, a better
ball as a result,

(Continued ove rleaf.)
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OBLATE PILGRIMAGE 1962
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Wednesday, 1st August, to Saturday, 11th August
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(Continued from page 45.)

Football fetching is, of course, a
joy when the leather is fairly new.
The all-round increase in playing
skill is the just reward of the teams
that wish to give the public a fair
run for their money.

IN these days when a man’s

social status is no longer in
proportion to the size of vehicle
that carries him along, the gardai
can hardly be blamed for keeping
traffic out of towns on the day of
a big game.

I was surprised, however, some
time ago to find that we had to

| Notice the gwing
to frustin
these days ?

DEALERS EVERYWHERE

dismount a mile outside the town
and yet the town itself was empty.
Do the business people want it
this way? Surely not (as for the
Jarveys, 1 have no objection to any
man making an honest living and
God knows they work hard for it;
but I do object to paying 2/6 for
a car park far from the game just
to keep our jarvey friends going to
and fro for the day. Sometimes
its hard to know who wins the
match.

ELEVISION will not affect
attendances too much I think,

It will (please God) reduce the size
of crowds at provincial venues by a

Definitely
on the up
and up/

few thousand and thereby allow us
to enjoy the game in peace.

As for the rest, does anyone
think that the man (or girl) who 1s
looking forward to a day out is
going to stick at home with his
nose to the screen where, if the
truth be told, he may get a better
view of the game.

While the blood runs red there
will be men who refuse to be con-
tent with anything but personal
performance .

O sorry to see the Kerry motion
about i1mpartial appeals com-
mittee beaten at Congress. The
idea was that when a case is put,
all interested parties would retire
and allow the council to decide.
That is not so now. I notice that
the motion was last on the Con-
gress agenda and taken only when
the hard core of officialdom (which
wants the strong hand now given
by our unjust procedure) remained.
Rather surprised at a fair-minded
man like Paddy O’Keeffe. Maybe
it was out of his control.

= OU know, I feel tired,” 1

confessed. We were sitting
by the fire in Clonmel a few
minutes before going out to play
an army football game. Jim
Doherty, the ex-Ulster Railway
Cup player from Donegal, sat op-
posite, With a stony face he said:
‘ Still you’re a great man to travel
at all—at your age.”

*
FINE FOOD
*

SPEEDY
SERVICE

*

LUXURIOUS
SURROUNDINGS

SELF-SERVICE RESTAURANT AND GRILLETTE

OPEN DAILY 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 p.m.
UPPER O’CONNELL STREET, DUBLIN
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A thrilling moment in the 1961 Munster final between Tipperary and Cork. Donal
O'Brien, Tipp's netminder, saves in spite of close attention from Cork’s Mick Quane,
while Mick Maher (Tipp) moves in to help.

(Continued from page 40.)

books, magazines and annuals on non-native
sports).

Attractive, coloured and illustrated books are
needed for our youth in order to nurture an
interest in native games. ‘ Our Games Annual”
does try to fill this vacuum but it should only be
a beginning. Other books and publications are
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needed and it falls to the lot of the Central Council
to sponsor or subsidise their production. It
certainly cannot be done without their help.

I would strongly advocate the setting up of a
Central Council sub-committee to review the
entire position. Private enterprise is incapable
of meeting the existing needs and it therefore
becomes the responsibility of the Association to

do what it can to remedy the position,
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TASTEFUL — DURABLE — ECONOMICAL
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DRIPSEY products

GENT'S SUITINGS and OVERCOATINGS—
Finest Quality; Up-to-date Designs, Newest
Shades.

“SPORTS” CLOTHS—Super Qualities, Perfect
in Dye and Finish.
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BLANKETS — Krnown World-wide as * The
Famous Dripsey Blanket,” Durable, Warm,
Economical.

RUGS—Stylish Designs, Artistic Colourings.

HARNESS CLOTH—Complete Range.
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Warehouses. If it is “ DRIPSEY ” you can
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value for your money.

REPRESENTATIVES :

DUBLIN: M. S. Corcoran, 21 Abbey Buildings.

MUNSTER : P. O'Kelly, 15 Princes Street, Cork.

LONDON : F. M. Barshall Ltd., 35 Chiswell Street,
London, E.C.l.

NEW YORK : Feld Agencies Ltd., 1407 Broadway.
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SHINTY

K Look at Scotland’s

National Pastime

By Conallach

SCOTLAND’S national game of Shinty, which

is played mostly by Highlanders who speak
the Gaelic language in Edinburgh University,
Inverary, Brae-Lochober, Loch Carron, Ballina-
chullish, and many other Scottish centres, was
played in this country on various occasions and
was well received by Irishmen,

Shinty is a game somewhat similar to hurling
and the first match between hurlers from Ireland
and shinty players from Scotland took place at
Iee Bridge Gardens, London, when the London
Irish hurlers defeated the London Scottish Asso-
ciation by three goals.

Tom Barry, that great Cork Gael, and a
member of the London-Irish hurling team which
won the All-Ireland championship of 1901, said
in a newspaper interview a few years ago that
this shinty game really stood out in his memory.

In 1899 a team representing the Camanachd
Association in Scotland took on the London-Irish
in a great game at Stamford Bridge which was
watched by 40.000 people. It ended in a draw
and a Scottish Marquis who had donated a set of
medals for the winners, decided to give a special
set to each team for such a great performance.

In 1897 the Celtic H.C. went from Dublin to
Glasgow to play the Cowal Shinty Club from the
North of Scotland, but the Highlanders were
victorious on their home ground and had nine
goals to spare at the end.

In a return game at Jones’ Road in the same
year, the Irishmen reduced the arrears and were
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only beaten by two goals. Michael Cusack, first

President of the G.A.A., refereed this match,

Twice in the year 1924 the Scottish shinty team
beat the Dublin Collegians in the first inter-
nationals proper—part of the Tailteann Games.
There was an attendance of 30,000 at Croke Park

(Continued page S1.)
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ST. CAMILLUS
JUNIORATE

KILLUCAN, CO. WESTMEATH

Training centre for young men, 17 to 30, who
wish to devote their lives to the service of the
Sick and Dying in the Brotherhood of the
Order. Candidates may become qualified
nurses before entering the Novitiate of the
Province, after which they are assigned to works
of the Order in Ireland, England or the Missions.
Young boys aspiring to the Priesthood in the
Order may pursue their secondary cducation
at Killucan.

Further particulars from—

V. REV. FR. PROVINCIAL,
St. Camillus Juniorate,
KILLUCAN - CO. WESTMEATH

AV AT YAV VTR AN 115.

%g,
g
:
%
|

THE
[RISH FRANCISCAN
BROTHERS

The Irish Franciscan Brothers of the Third Order

Regular of St. Francis devote themselves to the

Apostolate of Education in our Primary and

Secondary Schools and in our Agricultural

College in Ireland, or in Africa, and 1n our
High Schools in America.

Boys who are blessed with a right intention,
moral fitness, sufficient intelligence and good
health are invited to apply for admission to:—

THE REV. BRO. SUPERIOR
ST. ANTHONY’S JUNIORATE

CLARA, OFFALY

'Phone: CLARA 258

W. & E. W. HAUGHTON
LIMITED

®
SOME OF OUR PRODUCTS

Haughton’s Inks
and Ink Powders

FOUNTAIN PEN INK A SPECIALITY

Barnacle Paste and Burr White Paste —
Office Gum, Enamel and Brunswick Black,
Cycle Enamel.

Also Makers of Cardboard and Metal Boxes
and Containers

Bray

Phone — BRAY 2933-4

MOUNT MELLERAY
SEMINARY

Cappoquin, Co. Waterford

Under the direction of the Cistercian Fathers

ENTRANCE
SCHOLARSHIP
EXAMINATIONS
IN
JUNE

For Fuller Information

Apply :
REV. PRESIDENT




(Continued from page 49.)

when Scotland pulled through after a very hard
game. One of the Dublin papers had this to say
of the contest:

“The visit of a Scottish team to Croke Park,
where they met an Irish hurling team on Saturday,
aroused considerable interest. The game was
followed with rapt attention by a huge crowd and
at times enthusiasm reached a high pitch. Scotland
were victorious after a fast and strenuous but
thoroughly sportsmanlike game.”

Although beaten by one goal, the Irish put up
a great show and great displays were given by
Jack Darcy of Tipperary and ‘Builder’ Walsh of
Dublin, who had a great tussle with Highlander
Hugh Nicholson of Glasgow Skye.

A special set of international rules were in force
to suit a shinty-hurling clash. These rules stili
exIst.

The sliotar can be stopped with the foot on the
ground but it cannot be kicked. Teams consist
of 14 players and the duration of the game is an
hour and ten minutes. Only one sub can come
in during a game. Instead of the 70 as in hurling
there is a puck from 45 yards. Frees are taken
from 21 yards, but no points are counted.

As one would expect, the rules did not suit the
Irish but by 1932 we beat the Scotsmen twice at
the Tailteann Games in Croke Park. Annual inter-
University games between Edinburgh University
and Queen’s University, Belfast, were very
popular for many years.

I had the opportunity of meeting our Highland
friends in 1952 when, as secretary of the Glasgow
Hurling Board, 1 played for the Eoghan
O’Growney hurling club of Glasgow against Edin-
burgh University at the University pitch i East
Fettes, Edinburgh.

This game was under the auspices of the
Glasgow Co. Board G.A.A. and although we were
heaten the conflicting styles were really sensa-
tional. Some of the rules were rather difficult for

hurlers and the shinty stick was very heavy tu
handle. However, the game was very enjoyable.

Later in the season a few of us played for the
Glasgow Skye Shinty Club, and we soon got
accustomed to the intricacies of the game. This
shinty stick, which 1s rather like a hockey stick,
has a great striking force. The playing field has
a maximum length of 200 yards and a maximum
width of 100 yards. The goal-line 1s four yards
wide and the goal posts 10 feet high.

A team consists of 12 players, the duration of
the game is 90 minutes and there 1s time for
injury. Points are not counted and only the goal-
keeper is allowed to kick or handle the ball. The
game at times is very tough but the standard of
refereeing is good and some great clashes take
place.

As an amateur association like the G.A.A., they
have made great strides against big odds. These
men have built up a very eflicient organisation,
they realise that shinty is their national game and
that it is a game well worth preserving,
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READERS’ LETTERS

Down Tour

Sir,—From what we have heard,
the Down team’s tour of America
has not been a success. Apart
altogether from the standard of
football plaved, the crowds who
turned up to see the games wers
deplorably small, and as a resulf,
the organisers of the tour must be
deeply in the “red”.

This is too bad; for the newly-
founded American League deserved
success on their venture,

The cues:i:.on now arises, how-
ever—was the venture too big for
them ? Were they not- aware
beforehand that support for the
games wasn't strong enough in the
cities which Down visited?

It seems to me that the only way
to ensure success on these tours
1S to staze full-scale internationals.
All-Ireland teams (and I mean
the pick of Ireland) versus All-
American teams. It's the only wav
to pull in the crowds.

J. Murphy.

Co. Clare.

The Ban

A Chara, — Congress certainly
gave the answer to those who tried
their best to have Rule 27 deleted
from the Official Guide.

The abolitionist campaign was
conducted in a sneaky manner; but
the people who conducted it
backed the wrong horse. The
Gaels of Ireland are still staunch
and true. Foreign games are still
forbidden — and long may that
situation remain!

“S aad Fast”

Drogheda.

A Chara,—Even though Dublin’s
motion on the Ban was beaten at
Congress, it is obvious that the
wind of change is blowing through
the G.A.A.

Up to recent times, G.A.A. mem-
bers who didn’t believe in it were

afraid to stand up and criticise this
rule, But not any longer,

'he vyoung people are taking
over the running of the organisa-
tion all over the country, and my
guess is that when all the old “die-
hards” have passed on, the Ban
won't last winking time.

“Hurry It Up.”

Co. Wexford.

Failure ?

Sir,—When are Galway going fto
pull out of the Munster hurling
championship? They have been
playing in the South now for the
past four seasons, and their record
‘s just as bad as it was when they
were the sole standard-bearers in
Connacht.

Look at their record: Beaten by
Waterford (first round) in 1959 and
1960; beat Clare (first round) 1961.
then were beaten by Tipperary;
beaten this vear (first round) by
Limerick. Onlv one win in four
seasons !

Galway went into Munster to
imorove their hurling —to give

them the competition that they
But the ex-

lacked in the Waest.

peranent has been a sorry failure.

They would have been better off
had they remained as they were.
Tney at least had a chance of
w.nning through to the final. I
think they would have gained more
experience in that arrangement
than in the poor first-round
matches in Munster.

I believe that the Galway County
Board should now decide to revert
to the old position. They have
nothinz to lose and everything to
¢gain from taking an independent
stand. For, so far, they have got
nothing but crumbs from the
Munster hurling masters’ tables.

“Midlander.”

Tullamore.

Well Done

A Chara,—May | offer my con-
gratulations to Down on adding
the Leaguz to their All-Ireland
title.

I agree that Dublin threw awav
numerous chances in the final, bu:
Down still had the ability to fight
back and win. That is the sign of
a really great team. In fact, I
would say that Down are the finest
team ever to grace Croke Park.

“Lagansider.”

Belfast.

Sweaters for

Men
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GREENMOUNT & BOYNE
LINEN COMPANY LTD.

THIS SEAL IS YOUR GUARANTEE

Manufacturers of

DAMASKS AND HOUSEHOLD LINENS
TAILORS’ LININGS AND INTERLININGS
DUNGAREE DRILLS -
SHIRTINGS — TICKENS

ALTAR LINENS
SPUN RAYON DRESS GOODS

Yo_ur D_mper (an obtain su{mlies from any leading Wholesaler

Goods woven in Dublin & Drogheda

Greenmount & Boyne Linen Company Ltd., Drogheda
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At last a motor oil of truly exceptional quality. This is the reacti

motorists, Sales show it! Not surprising, of course, because it is a

thoroughly tested new formula motor oil. It's not just a change over from
bottles to cans. So, put ESSO EXTRA MOTOR OIL in your car. And
remember it's recommended by Rolls Royce!

*Road tested over 750,000 miles. *Labora-
tory tested under high severity conditions.
140 m.p.h. tested by Jack Brabham in
World Championsh p races. * Tried and
recommended by thousands of delighted
Irish motorists. *Join them to-day. Sec how
faster you start. And how smoother your
car runs.

SAVES YOUR ENGINE
WEAR AHD TOIL
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MOTOR OIL




