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Sportsmen !

FOR LASTING COMFORT
CHOOSE

"NATIONAL BRAND’ UNDERWEAR

These beautifully finished garments give vou a sense of freedom and
hightness. They will stand up to repeated washing and the most
strenuous wear.

LOOK FOR THE TAG ON EVERY GARMENT!

FOR OUTSTANDING QUALITY IN UNDERWEAR
BUY

'NATIONAL BRAND’

W. P. McCarter & Co., Ltd., Buncrana
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This 1s the machine for cutting large areas of coarse grass,
brushwood, brambles, bracken, and a variety of field crops.
All over the world ALLEN Scythes are renowned for the
speed and ease with which they will clear the toughest growth
from the roughest ground. The e

ALLEN Universal Model “F ”
introduced last year has proved
to be the most efficient Motor
Scythe ever built. With this
model the complete cutting unit
can quickly be detached, and a
range of *‘plug-in” implements
1S available for carrying out
many other tasks.
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The ALLEN Juniofﬁ‘SiCI{LF N

Latest in the ALLEN range is this 24in. rotary cutter, which
will rapidly cut down overgrown grass and weeds. It is
easily handled and ideal for clearing orchards, poultry runs,
cemeteries, caravan sites, etc.

The ALLEN Rotary SICKLE

Amply powered by a Villiers four-stroke engine, this self-
propelled machine, fitted as standard with two-speed
forward drive, will deal with larger areas, and will tackle
such tough cutting as choked hedgerows, wild tussocks and
overgrown matted vegetation.

- e v
f ™ .\:'F'-: . h"
lr-- -

Write for illustrated brochures to any of these Allen distributors, who will arrange demonstrations:
THOMAS McKENZIE & SONS LTD., 212 Pearse Street, Dublin, J. & G. BOYD LTD., Limerick.
J. ATKINS & CO. LTD., 3 Patrick’s Quay, Cork. RUANE’S ENGINEERING WORKS, Athenry, Co. Galway.
W. A. & A. F. WOODS LTD., Castle Street, Sligo.
Sole Manufacturers: John Allen & Sons (Oxford) Ltd., Cowley, Oxford.
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LOURDES
1961 Oblate Pilgrimage 1961

(By kind permission of His Lordshin the Bishop of Ossory)

Monday, 24th July to Thursday, 3rd August
Inclusive Fare, 42 Guineas

For details and booking apply to:

AMERICAN EXPRESS,

116 GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN,
and 9 NORTH STREET, BELFAST
For wformation re Invalids
Apply ONLY to:—

Rev. Pilgrimage Secretary,

Oblate Fathers,
Piltown, Co. Kilkenny.

Intending Pilgrims are advised to
make early reservations.
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CONNACHT
CHAMPIONSHIPS, 1961

Calling Connacht Patrons

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF DATES
OF SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

:
:
:

FIRST ROUND: JUNE 11th and 18th
SEMI-FINAL : JUNE 25th
FINAL : JULY 9th
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Telegrams: “ McKeogh, Ballina, Killaloe ” Telephone: Killaloe 9

JAMES McKEOGH

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MERCHANT

[ e e e e
| HARDWARE AND GRAIN MERCHANTS, MILLERS, :
| GROCERY, WINE, SPIRIT AND PROVISION STORES, |
' MODEL STEAM BAKERIES AND HIGH-CLASS |
{ CONFECTIONER. |
| Cakes and Bracks !
S S S S )

BALLINA - - - - KILLALOE

SAILINGS FROM

COBH

“It’s good to be on a well-run ship”

s.s. “MAASDAM” accommodating 39 First and 842 Tourist Class passengers. Regular
sailings, 61 days’ voyage. Completely air-conditiomed, 75% double cabins.

Tourist Class Thrift Season Fares from £67. Special Emigrant Rates and 109 round-trip
reductions.

Apply to your Travel Agent or

F10londd - Fhnerica oLone

LIMERICK STEAMSHIP CO. LTD., 1 Cecil St., Limerick. Telephone 45011




WHEN IN DUBLIN MAKE A POINT OF VISITING

Ladies’ and Children’s Wear, Shoes,

etc. Men's, Youths’ and Boys’ Wear.

Fabrics, Household Goods, Prams,

ete. Finest quality  Furniture,

Carpets, Lino, etc. On our Famous

Easy Terms—One, Two or Three
Years to Pay.

TODD BURNS & CO. LTD.

MARY STREET, DUBLIN
Y

It's a good sign — the Bowmaker sign.
Bowmaker, leaders in the hire purchase field,
have been serving Irish industry and agriculture
for a quarter of a century. There are Bowmaker
branches in Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick,
Galway. Sligo and Derry. If you have a finance
problem on which youd like some practical,
confidential advice, why not talk to your nearest

Bowmaker Manager? Youlll find him very

helpful.

BUY IT THROUGH

BOWNMAKER

INDUSTRIAL BANKERS
115 ST. STEPHEN’S GREEN, DUBLIN

And at Cork, Limerick, Galway, Sligo, Belfast and Derry.




June/August 1961

Yol. 4. No. 2.

Offices :
Holyrood Castle, Holyrood Park,
Ballsbridge, Dublin,

INDEX

Gaelic Football . . . With an

Oval Ball
—by Terence Roynane 6
Leagues Need Overhaul
—says Lwam FoX 8

Polc Grounds Gets the Axe
—by Sean O’'Neull 11

Congress Must Get a
Shake - up
—says Eamonn Mongey 13
Are Corkmen “Cribbers”? i
—by Eamonn Young 15

Dublin’s Hurling Dilemma
—by Bob Dolan 19

Magnificent Tommy Murphy
—by Frank Foley 21

Referees Must Be Trained
—says Gerry Glenn 22

Cd dTéann na Mioniur

Maithe?
—ceist ag Sean O Diunagdin 24
Hurling, In Dan Fraher’s ~
Field—by Moondharrig 26, 27

Topical Talk
—by Eamonn Young 31

Super Tipp. Can Whip the
Lot—says Peter Byrne 34

Camogie Profile : Sophia
Brack _
—by Agnes Hourigan 37

The Long Look Back
—by Frank Byrne 41

North Must Get a Decent
Show —says Conallach el

The Long-Term Men
—by Sean Feeley 17

Cover Picture

Gaelic Sport comes up again
with another magnificent action-
shot in our front- cover series,
"Spotlight on the Stars”. This time
the spotlight focuses on Kerry’'s
Dan McAuliffie —as the camera
caught him in the drawn Kerry-
Roscommon League semi-final on
April 23.

EDITORIAL

Afterthonghts

URTHER on in this issue two of our correspondents—both of them
experienced and respected commentators on G.A.A. aflairs-—devote
considerable space to discussions of the 1961 Easter Congress.

And the underlying theme of both articles, even if it sometimes
slides between the lines, is that the supreme legisiative body of the
G.A.A. is in need of an overhaul — both in constitution and in its

perennial approach to the concept of rule changes.

That approach is undoubtedly conservative: some maintain that it
is much too conservative—a barrier to administrative progress and to
the natural evolution of the games.

That, of course, is a matter of opinion; and one can readily appreciate
the G.A.A.'s tacit argument that if rules were to be changed, willy-nilly,
every year the stability of the Association would be soon undermined
and the laws governing the games mere playthings for crackpot
“revolutionaries”.

But there is a vast difference between irresponsible changing for the
sake of change and a mature and imaginative desire to improve the rules,

One such mature and imaginative attempt was made at Congress last
Easter. A Wexford motion proposed that referees be given discretionary
powers when dealing with offenders on the field of play. And the
discretionary power sought was this: that, in the case of minor mis-
conduct, a referee be allowed to send the offending player to the line
for the duration of the game—no suspension to follow.

It was an excellent proposal, the adoption of which would have
remedied a rule which referees are now loath to apply because of the
severity of automatic suspension in the case of minor transgressions.

But the Congress delegates, many of whom, one felt, had not given
the motion intelligent consideration, refused to give it the necessary
two-thirds majority to make it law.

Such are the fetters of unimaginative conservatism. Such are the

occasions when every intelligent G.A.A. man must feel forced to rally

in support of any campaign which seeks to establish a less unwieldy
Congress and a more radical attitude to progressive legislation,

5
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AUSTRALIAN RULES

Gaelic Football . .. with

LD--STYLE Gaelic football, point-posts and

all, played with eighteen men aside, but, just

to make it difficult, with an oval ball and on an
oval-shaped ground . . .

That sounds like something from a footballer’s
nightmare, but, in actual fact, it’s the game they
call Australian Rules, far and away the most
popular winter pastime in that great sub-continent
under the Southern Cross.

No other code of football played ‘down under’
can match Australian Rules in crowd appeal and
the grand finals, played between what are., mark
you, only club teams, can fill the great arenas
even morz tightly than cricket test-matches used
to do in the days before tennis outdid cricket as
Australia’s favourite summer Sport.

Some folk like to claim that Australian Rules
is a development of English Rugby, but it 1s no
such thing! The Australian game is nothing less
than a logical development of old-style Gaelic
football, played in much the same way as Gaelic
football was played here at home in the years
before the G.A.A. introduced what old-timers
nsaed to call ‘the Davin rules’ in 1886.

In this old-time Irish football, of which Kerry

an oval ball!

By TERENCE ROYNANE

“caid” was a varilacion, the ball, built around an
animal bladder, was prolate in shape as the
Australian Rules ball 1s today,

When you fielded a high ball in the Irish games
of those days, you promptly made a mark, and
then could kick the ball, unchallenged, from where
you caught it. That high-fielding and the sub-
sequent marking are still outstanding features of
the Australian game today.

The wrestling between players has been aban-
doned in Australia, as it was in Ireland, but the
Australians have retained the point-posts of the
‘Davin rules’, though we abandoned them nearly
fifty years ago.

In the early days of Gaelic football, a goal
was worth five points. The Australians have gone
one better than that, Their goals are equal to six
points, but the ball that goes between those point-
posts is still equal to one point and no more.

Again, up to 1913, Gaelic football had seven-
teen players aside. Here, too, the Australians go
one better. They have eighteen men on each side
However, as 1s the case in Gaelic, fifteen of those
eighteen players keep “fixed’ positions on the field.
They have six backs and six forwards, as in the




INTERESTING THOUGHT : These stars versus an Australian Rules side! Players in our picture taken

at the Rest of Ireland v. Universities match on March 29 f| _ ,
C. Flynn (Rest) and F. McKnight (Univs.), partly hidden.

(Univs.),

modern Gaelic game, and these are even called
by much the same names as we know them here
in Treland, ‘left wing back, left half-back, left
half-forward,” but they have dispensed with the
services of a goalman,

In addition, the Aussies have three ‘fixed’ mid-
field men, a left-wing mid-ficlder, a midfield mid-
fielder and a right wing mid-fielder, who are
stationed on the same line as our two mid-fielders.

The three extra men who make up the eighteen
are characters of no fixed abode. Their job is to
keep in constant pursuit of the loose ball and see
that it gets safely into the hands of their forwards.

All three of these players ‘rove’ as they will, or
as the bounce of the ball takes them, but, tech-
nically speaking, only one of them is called a
rover. The other two are known as ‘followers’.
whose prime duty it is to get the ball to the
‘rover’” who is then expected to distribute it to
the very best advantage.

If further proof be needed that Australian Rules
had a Gaelic grandfather, the following facts
should provide all the evidence necessary. In the
Australian game the ball can be kicked, or
knocked, or handballed in any direction, but it
cannot be thrown. If you throw the leather, the
opposition is granted a free kick.

from left are: S. Brereton (Rest), S. Murray

Neither can you push an opponent from behind,
nor can you interfere with him at all when the
ball is more than five yards away from him,
unless you want to give away another free.
(Indeed, some similar rule about no charging until
the ball 1s within playing distance might well be
considered by the G.A.A.)

You can’t run with the ball more than ten yards
unless you keep bouncing the ball from hand to
ground and back again (a solo run, with the
player bouncing an oval ball, must be an enter-
taining sight); nor are you allowed to trip, strike.
kick or deliver a foul charge on an opponent.

If you are guilty of any such indiscretions, the
referee puts your name down in his little book,
and you must appear before a tribunal the follow-
ing week, where you will be warned off for as
many games as the members of the tribunal think
your offence deserves.

In addition to the high fielding and ‘marking’
(you can only “mark” the ball direct from a kick
by another player), long punts and sailing drop-
kicks are features of this hard, fast and open
Australian game.

Each match is controlled by a white - shirted
referee, complete with shrill whistle; there are

(Continued on page 51)



LEAGUES
NEED
OVERHAUL

THE‘ National League tiitles for 1960-61 have
been won and lost and when the competitions

re-open in Octcber they are likely to be played

under a changed set-up. And about time, too.

For quite some time it has been obvious that
the composition of the groupings have urgently
needed overhauling. Yet nothing was done until
Kildare and Limerick, sponsoring motions at this
year’s Congress, called for alterations.

These motions were withdrawn, but not bzfore
the counties were assured that the Central Council,
in reviewing the Leagues, ncw that the two-year
cycle has been completed, would give serious
consideration ito a change in the groups.

Demanding particular attention is Division I of
the National Hurling League where Tipperary,
winners nine times in the last 13 seasons, have
had a trouble-free canter through Section B for
several vyears.

Surely this competition is lop-sided. Tipperary
only infrequently meet with one stern test from
Limerick, Clare or Galway in turn—this year
they didn’t even have onz stiff challenge—before
qualifying for the final.

Long before the Secticns were completed in
April it had been painfully cbvious in recent years
that Tipp. would win theirs. There was no in-
terest; no doubt; and a growing lack of enthusiasm
on the supporters’ part,

Says
LIAM FOX

As one of the latter who rarely misses a
Tipperary game said to me recenily: “We don’t
even get one maich that’s really worth going to.”

How different is the set-up in Section A which
includes “Big Guns” Cork, Waterford, Kilkenny
and Wexford. There, interest i1s maintained often
right up to the very last game and in recent years
all four of these counties have taken the honours.
Therzin lies a lack of monotony that is the bane
of Section B.

I’m no! suggesting that Tipperary’s easy path to
the final is the reason for their proud collection
of League titles. Despite the stiff match-practice
thz Section A winners get they have won only
a few ftitles 1n the last decade.

And with due regard to Antrim and Kerry,
they are out of place in the premier division.
They need encouragement, I know, but they don’t
get 1t by being hammered Sunday after Sunday.

Furthermore, lock at the expense of sending
Antrim to Cork and Waterford—expense that is
certainly not covered by the gate receipts either
at those venues or when these strong teams pay
the return visit to Casement Park.

Trouble with the League is that there must be
a final; therefore we must have Sections in
Division I. But why not two divisicns of the
sironger teams played on a double round?

One section could consist of, say, Cork, Water-




ford, Dublin and Galway, the other to include
Tipperary, Wexford, Limerick and Kilkenny. In
these sections each team would play all others
twice; thus each county would have six games
instead of the present five,

Clare for a start could be included in Division 11
with Carlow, Antrim and Kerry as well as those
cunties already there, Even if the counties didn’t
want to introduce a relegation and promotion
system, the Central Council could review the
set-up and decide if any county was obviously
out of place and change them to the other division
accordingly.

In football, Division IV certainly needs over-
hauling: but if for nothing else but the variety it
would producs the other divisions could do with
a re-arrangement too.

Division 1 being the Lagan Cup competition
it. of course, will remain untouched. But in the
other three there could be some shifting around
of teams with beneficial results.

The question of travel surely doesn’t arise 1N
these days of luxurious limousines and comfort-
able diesel trains. Distance certainly wasn't an
obstacle as far back as 1936 when Mayo won the
first leg of their League and Championship double.

That year they won a one-division league which
included top teams like Dublin, Kerry, Galway,
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The Divine Word Maissionaries

a modern Society of Religious Priests and
Brothers, have missionfields in South America,
China (temporarily closed), Formosa, Japan,
The Philippines, Indonesia, New Guinea,

Africa and India.

Boys and young men thinking of serving Christ
in the Missions and those who as yet are merely

interested, are cordially invited to write to
FR. MICHAEL PHELAN, S.V.D.,
Donamon Castle,

Roscommon.

Roscommon
defender

J. J. Breslin in
action against
Kerry in the
League semi-
final replay on
April 30,

Meath and Cavan. If travelling to Cavan and
Dublin wasn’t a burden for Kerry in 1936 why
should distance be the moiive behind the present

groupings?
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Proved by champions on
the track, used by thousands
on the roads, Esso Extra
Motor Qil gives complete
engine protection. Esso Extra

Motor Oil stays on the

WORLD CHAMPION

job a/lways—summer or winter,

running or idle. Drive in

today and change to
Esso Extra Motor Oil.
It's the World Champion.

USED BY JACK BRABHAM, WORLD MOTOR RACING CHAMPION 1959 and 1960
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The end of a great sports arena

POLO GROUNDS
GETS THE AXE

By SEAN O’NEILL

Y the end of this year it 1S
almost certain that the Polo
Grounds, New York, will have
Leen demolished. This is sad news,
indeed, for although few of us have
had the opportunity of seeing this
renowned Harlem venue, we stiil
remember it as the scene of some
of Irsland’s finest sporting hours.
The never-to-be-forgotten 1947 All-
Ireland football final, when Cavan
came from behind to snatch the
title from XKerry, was in itself
enough to win for the Polo
Grounds a place in the annals of
Gaeldom.

To most of us the Polo Grounds
means Gaelic games; but, in fact,
our games contributed but minutely
to the sporting fixtures of the venue.

The birth of the Polo Grounds
took place in the early 1870’s, when
polo was actually played there by a
small circle of New York's high
society, And although the canter
of hoofs was short-lived, the
grounds retained the name “polo”
ever since. In the late 1870’s base-
ball took ovar and during the years
since it remained the main form of
sport played there and more or less
monopolised the arena.

Down through the years many
Irishmen have been associated with
the grounds. Probably the first of
these was one John (Muggy)
McGraw, who managed the New

York Giants baseball team towards
the end of the last century. In fact,
it was not until a faw years ago that
the Giants abandoned the grounds
to find a new home venue in San

Francisco.

In 1910 another Irishman, Johnny
Hayes, became the first man to
really pack the Polo Grounds for a
non-baseball event. Hayes had won
the Olympic marathon in London
two years previously, but he had
been rather lucky for he would
definitely have finished only second
had the Italian, Dorando Pietri,
who was well clear of the field, not
collapsed near the finishing-line. By
1910 both Hayes and Pietri had
turned professional and the Polo
Grounds was booked for a return
meeting between them. A fabulous
sum of 10,000 dollars was offered
to the winner and no less than
40,000 pzople turned-out to see the
event., Ironically enough, neither
Hayes nor Pietri won the event,

Another Irishman, Tom O’'Rourke,
was the first man to introduce big-
time professional boxing to the
arena; Tom, one of the shrewdest
boxing mentors of his era, had
previously managed such great
fighters &s George Dixon, the
original Joe Walcott and our own
Tom Sharkey.

For his introduction of boxing
at the Polo Grounds, Tom suc-

11

ceeded in tempting veteran world
featherweight champion Johnny
Kilbane to defend his title against
Frenchman Eugene Crique. Kilbane
lost the title on a sixth round
knockout and so ended the second
longest championship reign in
boxing history.

So successful did O’Rourke’s first
venture at the Polo Grounds prove
that two weeks later, June 18, 1923,
he staged a second world title bout,
matching the great Welshman
Jimmy Wilde with Pancho Villa.
Like Kilbane, the Polo Grounds
became the end of the road for
Wilde, too. He was knocked out
in the seventh round.

Having carefully noted Tom
O'Rourke’s successful promotions
in the Polo Grounds, America’s
other big man of boxing in those
days, Tex Rickard, moved in and
in September of that same year—
1923—he staged the Dempsey-Firpo
fight, which turned-out to be one
of the greatest of them all. It lasted
only four minutes but it had all the
thrills and spills of a hundred
rounds.

Later years saw other Irishmen,
like Gene Tunney, Jimmy
McLarnin, Mike McTigue and
Tommy Loughran fight in world
title bouts in the, by then, world-
famous venue.

In more recent years the Polo
Grounds was host to such boxing
greats as Joe Louis (he fought Billy
Conn there in their first meeting),
Rocky Marciano, Ray Robinson,
Archie Moore and a host of others.
In June, 1957, Floyd Patterson
retained his world title there when
he knocked out Tommy Jackson.

And so the story ends. For
ninety years the Polo Grounds has
bezn a mecca of sport. It has been
host to the Jack Dempseys and
Gene Tunneys, to the Christy
Rings and Sean Purcells, to the
Babe Ruths and the Jim Thorpes.
In fact, to all branches of those
wonderful and manly activities
known collectively as—Sport.

It sure is a pity to see it go,
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Meet your friends

in the real old Dublin atmosphere;
have one of our famous Pints of
Stout—or anything you like; whatever
your choice is, you'll enjoy it more

in the roominess and comfort of the

Burgh Quay, Dublin

(NEAR O’CONNELL BRIDGE)

l | '

Scotch House
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are discovering
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Be Wise — Immunise

Buccaline Tablets

(Swiss Serum and Vaccine Institute)

3-DAY COURSE OF 7 TABLETS GIVES

4 TO 6 MONTHS
Immunity from 'Flu
and Colds

From Your Chemist — 5/-

VIV

Sole Agents:

SEROVACCINE, LTD.
DUNGARVAN & 26 GRAFTON ST., DUBLIN
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CONGRESS

MUST

GET

SHAKE - UP

Says Eamonn Mongey

AVING watched our annual

Congress in opzration at close
quarters for a number of years
now, I am absolutely convinced that
it is in drastic need of an overhaul
—both as regards its constitution
and its procedure. In its constitu-
tion it is unnecessarily unwieldy
while its method of doing business
doss not give anything like the
necessary guarantee of mature
deliberation expected from the
supreme body of the G.A.A.

On the question of the constitu-
tion of Congress, the present basis
for representation is that each
County is entitled to send one dele-
sate for every ten clubs under its
control. This means that a county
like Cork, for instance, with 226
clubs is entitled to send 23 dele-
gates,

Now, I vield to no one in my
admiration for the Cork delegation.
As a group they are by far the most
interested delegation which attends
Congress; but I had never seen 23
of them there yet, nor do I think

there is any necessity for 23 dele-
sates from Cork or indeed from
any other county either. _
What is true of Cork is in fact
true of Congress as a whole—that

the large number of 300 (odd) dele-

gates as a whole is totally unneces-
sary, Reducing it to practical
matters, if only 10% of all the
delegates spoke for the allotted 3
minutes on each motion, it would
take a 42-hour week to dispose of
a 28-motion Congress such as we
had this year.

But, of course, far, far less than
109 of them speak. The vast
majority appear only for voting
purposes and in this connection if
(as often happens) counties have
difficulty in filling up their dele-
gation, their last-minute efforts to
do so at times produce the oddest
results as regards the age and
quality, not to mention the G.A.A.
affiliation, of those late choices.

The fact that all this 1s unneces-
sary when they want to get good
support for a motion in which they
have an interest shows how futile
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it is to have rapresentation as high
as it is now for each county.

I'm convinced that by halving
the present representation, that is,
reducing it to one delegate for
every 20 clubs we would get a much
better delegate, much better debates
and a speedier Congress in the
matter of ballotting, etc.

One other point that has militated
against a good Congress is the fact
that instead of giving delegates
freedom to vote as they themselves
think fit, having heard the opinions
voiced for and against a particular
motion, many County Boards tell
their delegates how to vote on par-
ticular motions, They are, of
course, fully entitled to do this, but
its effect on Congress can be only
demoralising, even stultifying.

I remember, for instance, the
Leitrim motion which sought to
pool and divide all National League
gates. The last year this motion
appeared on the agenda at least 10
delegates spoke (and spoke most

(Contd. overleaf)
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(From Previous Page)
eloquently and reasonably) on it—
and every one of them spoke in its
favour. There was not a single
voice raisad against it, yet, when
the vote was taken, the motion was
defeated by an overwhelming
majority. The delegates had in fact
been told in advance how to vote.
This is one sure way to introduce
an atmosphere of disinterestedness
at Congress.

There is, of course, one thing
worse and that is where delegates
whose hands are not tied are
coaxed into making  serious
decisions by golden-tongued orators
or, alternatively, are frightened into
inaction by apostles of doom who
drag red herrings all over the
Council Chamber.

The most outstanding example of
the former was when Monsignor
Hamilton persuaded Congress to
play the 1947 All-Ireland football
final in New York. I don’t think
any delegate going into Congress
that Easter Sunday intended voting

for exporting our Final, but, after

listening to the persuasive words
of Monsignor Hamilton, they were
practically unanimous in yielding
to his plea.

As regards the red herring, I
think this vear saw the greatest
trailing of that odoriferous com-
modity Congress has seen. This
occurred when the Wexford motion
dealing with automatic suspension

came up for discussion—and I'm

afraid that all the herrings were
cured in Ceork!

This, in my opinion, was a most
commendable motion but im-
mediately it was proposed a Cork
delegate pointed out that it was
giving the referee a discretion in the
matter of sending a player to the
line for dangerous play, whereas
under another rule he had no such
discretion but kad to send the
offending player off.

This argument was completely
erroneous because the motion did
not ask to give a referee such dis-
cretion, It dealt merely with the
penalty—either the player was sent

(Contd, on Page 29)
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Events at the recent G.A.A.

“ ARE Corkmen naturally argumentative?” The

“™ (uestion has to be analysed in its context
and knowing what the man had in mind, 1 put
the case as follows.

We are referring not to Corkmen in general but
to a portion of that band—those who administer
G.A.A. games, Of course, we are especially 1n-
terested in the men who lead the administration
and in particular those who were sent to represent
the county at the recent Easter Congress.

The activities of the delegation at that gathering
has evoked a lot of criticism, because one after
another, Corkmen spoke with the object of getting
certain motions ruled out of order. The back-
oround is this. Central Council last year notified
each county that the terms of general rule would
apply when forwarding motions to Congress.

The rule states that proposals to enact new Or
amend existing rules would give the full text of
the proposed addition or amendment and also
quote in full any rules affected thereby.

Up to this time when a club secretary sub-
mitted a motion to change a rule he quoted the
amendment and added the number of each rule
affected. But the full text of those existing rules
were not found necessary. It was felt that 1t was
enough for the reader to be given the number of
the rule. The rest he could see in his copy of
the Official Guide.

Thus the reader, by analysing the suggested
amendment in the light of his revised knowledge

ARE CORKMEN ‘CRIBBERS’?

EAMONN YOUNG replies. ...

of the existing rules, was able in a short time to
make up his mind how to vote. And it’s no
harm to say that there’s many a delegate who
makes only a very cursory study of the motion,
though his decision to vote is often wiser than
that of the man who had spent an hour at the
task.

In Cork, the custom has been over the years
to insist that any rules affected by a motion would
be quoted, and failure to do this usually meant
that the motion was ruled out of order, either

at the suggsstion of a delegate or the initiative
of the chair.

There is no doubt that the failure to refer to
rules which the motion sought to alter was seized
upon at times to ensure that motions which were
thought undesirable got a quick death. This is
logical and a procedure common to all legis-
latures.

Viewed in this light it can be seen that a Cork

delegate would naturally examine each motion to
ensure it was in order.

To return to the correct implementation of the
rule already quoted, when this was put before the
Cork Board during last year it was decided that
the same terms would apply when accepting
motions from clubs for the Cork Convention last
January. In fact, a committee examined the
motions submitted and eleven were ruled out of

(Contd. on Page 17)
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Corlk’s

Christy Ring
(left) crashes
through the
Dublin defence in
the League game
at Croke Park
on April 9,

Cork won,

5-8 to 2-7.

(Continued from page 15)
order because they did not comply with the terms
of the rule. |

What should be more natural, therefore, than
that a Cork delegation to Congress which 1n-
cluded most of that committee should insist that
any motion which in their veiw did not comply
with the terms of the rule which Central Council
had specified, should be ruled out of order. In
fact, 'théy would have been guilty of gross in-
consistency had they done anything else.

The above has, I hope, explained the attitude
of the people whose activities stimulated the
opening question. . . . . '_

Corkmen, some of them anyway, ARE argu-
mentative. I hope I am, and wish to enjoy the

company of similar types for a few more years.

Argument is a wonderful thing. It’s a vocal
meditation which draws into one big stream the
mental ability of many tributary brains.

Of the ancient civilisations we remember the
philosophers and teachers as vividly as the men
who won the decisive battles of the world.
Demosthenes does not pale before Leonidas;
Cicero bows not to Caesar.

| IF

It’s the way of argument that makes the
difference. One man calls ycu a fool and makes
you mad; another in a graceful way and with
more words, shows the gathering that you are
more to be pitied than blamed. You think he’s
a nice fellow. | ¥

The average delegate which the Cork Board
sends to Congress cannot be regarded as a
polished speaker. One can hardly complain if
we look for decisiveness and readiness to call a
spade a spade; so In discussing Corkmen as
portrayed by our Congress delegation we must,
1 feel, agree that they exprzssed the wishes of
the body they represent. Any unpleasantness
caused by that expression could not be expected
to perturb the delegation responsible.

I would, however, be disloyal to myself by
concluding on that note. This intense concen-
tration oh ‘technicalities offends me and of the
motions ruled out of order before the Cork Con-
vention six came from my club. As a result, 1
didn’t attend. I was unable to attend Congress.

But don’t mind me.” I'm one of the really
areumentative Corkmen.
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BOB DOLAN DISCUSSES

Dublin's  hurling  dilemma

A SHORT while ago a Dublin hurling selector,
Pat Farrell, proposed a motion at a Dublin
County Board meeting that in future the selection
of the county team be taken over by the champion
club. *_
This was put to a vote and rejected by the
members of the Board, so that the old system
—a panel of selectors—in which even the selectors
themselves appeared to have lost confidence, was
allowed to prevail.

At least that is how it appears on the surface.
My belief, however, is that this motion was
moved, not so much to change the method of
selection, as to focus attention on the very un-
satisfactory position of the county’s senior hurling
team.

Indifferent displays were ‘cause enough for con-
cern, but when players did not turn up for training
and, worse siill, for inter-county games, without
an adequate excuse, the situation obviously called
for some definite action.

Indeed, on one occasion County Board officials
had to make a rather undignified dash up to the
Pheoenix Park to round up players to make up
a party to travel to a country venue for a league
game,

On the training side, poor attendances were
climaxed when at one session only one player
turned up—surely not the stuff of which winning
combinations are made.

All these things considered, it was expected
that Mr. Farrell’s motion, if it did nothing else,
would give the members of the County Board a
chance of putting the hurling question under the
microscope; but to the disappointment of hurling
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fans in general the whole thing fizzled out when
the motion was defeated.

Unofhicially, St. Vincent’s had declared that
they would be prepared to take over responsibility
of selecting and training the side and perhaps that
might have been the most reasonable solution,

For one thing, they might infuse a litile of their
own spirit and enthusiasm, which more than any-
thing else, the Dublin hurlers lack.

And from another angle, they would, gerhaps,
be the best club to select an all-native team 1in
veiw of the fact that it was St. Vincent’s who
pioneered the idea of “ Dublinmen for Dublin
teams.”

Of course, many claim, especially those who
opposed this plan, that that more than anything
else, has been the cause of the decline in the
Metropclitans’ hurling fortunes.

They maintain that it was a case of “too far
too fast” and that the sudden ban on non-natives
weakened the tzam seriously.

There 1s some justice in this assertion but the
supporters of the all-native policy argue that the
damage was done long before that by players
from other counties making a convenience of the
Dublin team.

They remember with annoyance occasions in
the past, when it had appearsd that Dublin had
very good hopes in the All-Ireland title race, only
to find them dashed by the sudden declaration
by one or two key players for their native counties.

Injury was often added to insult by the fact
that the player was unknown uniil he had made
his name with Dublin.

I think, perhaps, that ihis practice was really

(Continued on page 28)
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gy o

JMazg}zz'ﬁcmz‘ Lommy Murphy

By FRANK FOLEY

WINNING entry in the recent Gael-Linn com-

petition to find the “Greatest Ever Football
Team” certainly made interesting reading. But
to the younger generations of football followers
some of the players were mere names.

Whether you agresd or disagreed with the
winning entry you must admit that the team in-
cluded players who have graced the football scene
with high distinction down the years, ‘

But to some of our younger readers the deeds
of some of the players are known only by hearsay.
They have never had the rare privilege of seeing
these stars in action.

And they missed a great treat in not having
seen a footballer of great brilliance whose in-
clusion in the team brought joy to the heart of
this writer.

This 1s Tommy Murphy of Laois, chosen by

a large popular vote as partner to Paddy Kennedy

of Kerry in the greatest-ever midfield pairing.
It’s not just the fact that he was the idol of
my schooldays that I rate Murphy as THE
greatest mudfie’lder of those I have seen. He
was a player of supreme abiilty; an all-rounder
so skilled in every feature of the game that he
surely deserves the title of the greatest footballer
never to have won an All-Ireland medal.
Murphy was above all a most intelligent player
whose brainy football frequently baffled Iess
gifted opponents. A six-footer, he was a safe
fielder and could go extremely high off the ground,
and until Kerry’s Mick O’Connell appeared on
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the inter-ccunty scene there was none to maich
the Laoisman’s ability to take a ball out of the
air so expertly with one hand.

This, in fact, was a Murphy speciality. En-
dowed with big hands, he could neatly pluck the
ball out of the air, scoop it down until it lay
resting on his shoulder safely cradled in a crooked
arm.

He was an expert marksman—i{rom play or
from frees. And there was no greater example
of his ability as a free-taker than in the 1946
Leinster final when he scored eight points from
frees in the 0-11 to 1-6 victory over Kildare.

By then, however, Tommy had left midfield
and was playing at centre half-back—and playing
there just as magnificently as when he formed
that great Laois midfield partnership with Bill
Delaney of Stradbally. In defence he was a
forceful, attacking centre half,

But all that was in the mid-Forties when
Tommy was in his middle twenties. Long before
that his was a household name wherever football
was known.

Born in 1921 almost in the shadow of Knockbeg
College, Carlow, that great nursery of football,
Tommy first came to fame with Knockbeg.

In 1937 he was on their junior and senior teams
and that same year had the distinction of playing
with the Laois minor, junior and senior sides. Hz'
rounded off a year of extreme football activity
by also playing in all three grades for the Graigue-

(Continued on page 51)



Referees must be trained

S we swing into the Champion-
ship campaigns and hurlers and
footballers in thirty-two counties
prepare. themselves for thrilling
contests ahead, one wonders if 1961
wil prove to be a record year for
the Gaelic Athletic Association.
Will we see mew ‘“gate’” records
at Croke Park and at major pro-
vincial venuss? 1 think we will—at
Croke Park for certain—and I'll
give you one good reason. Soccer
this season has been so appallingly

—Says former Dublin hurling star, GERRY GLENN

poor and Rugby, particularly the
International games, so very in-
different, that more than ever of
the general sports followers will
turn to Croke Park for easily the
best entertainment provided in
Ireland.

I am firmly convinced that any
genuine sports fan who has seen a
thrilling and close contest in hurl-
ing and Gazlic football will come
again and again for more.

There is, however, one feature of

take a
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our games that may well bewilder,
confuse and perhaps finally dis-
illusion the new found spectator.
I refer, of course, to our general
standards of refereeing which are
poor to say the least. True, we have
some fine referees but unfortunately
they are in the minority. Their less
accomplished colleagues are the
ones who cause confusion, give rise
to bitterness between players and
teams; and in gencral spoil what are
otherwise splendid games.

Now, the obvious question im-
mediately arises: how is it that in
probably the most powerful
amateur athletic organisation in the
world there should exist such a
scarcity of first-class referees?

The answer, as I see it, is very
simple. The Association through-
out the years has attached for too
little importance to this very im-
portant function. One might almost
certainly conclude that the hLigher
authorities of the Association have
always believed that referees are
born, not made.

And nothing could be further
from the truth. Referees there are,
I grant you, who are born to con-
trol games and to control them
well, and the fact of the matter is
that these few happen to be, in the
case of the G.A.A., the minority
whom we classify as our outstand-
ing referees. They are first-class in
their field only because they happen
to be cut out for the job — not
because of any learning in the art
which they received from the
Association,




And the proof of my statemant
is the fact that the G.A.A. lacks
completely any system of training
for referees. The capable referees
just happan to be good; those less
gifted in the difficult art are very
unlikely to improve since there is
no provision made for their guid-
ance or enlightenment.

We have rules go leor but how
many interpretations of them do
we see Sunday after Sunday at
Croke Park and elsewhere? Time
and again we see the player in
possassion of the ball charging
opponents right and left of him and
being allowed to carry on scot free.
Only occasionally do we see that
man penalised for breaking the
Rule.

So frequently is this rule flouted
that for many referees and players
it might never have existed.

However, the gravest fault com-
mon to most of our referees and
the one which cries out to Heaven
for vengeance is their almost grim
determination never to apply the
Advantage Rule. Either that or
their total ignorance of it. The
Advantage Rule, as I think almost
everybody knows, is an unwritten
one and applies in every game
under the sun. It is a matter of
simple justice.

A man is fouled deliberately; he
is due compensation, generally in
the form of a free kick or puck, If
the infringement has taken place
within the parallelogram and the
man is an attacker his team are
awarded a penalty. All very simple
—+too simple indeed,

But if I were to tell you that in
Gaelic Games that same man who
has been fouled deliberately has
been penalised instead of receiving
compensation would you believe
me? Of course you would, because
time and time again you have seen
it happen.

How often have you seen the
“victim” score a goal only to be
awarded a fourteen yards’ free kick
—from which it is almost impossible
to score a goal—for his pains! How
often have you seen the same 14
yards free being kicked wide?—a

total loss of three points instead of
two No wonder that it pays to
foul, particularly in the goal area

What is the remedy? Now please,
let us grow up. You know the
remedy—everybody knows it, ex-
cept, apparantly, a lot of referees
Apply the Advantage Rule—award
the goal withiout further ado

The only reasonable objection to
this remedy that I have ever heard
is the statement: but the referee
has already blown his whistle and

therefore a free must be awarded.
Fair enough. But that’s exactly
wliere a referee’s training would
count. A referee trained to his job
would wait for just those vital few
seconds, especially in the goal
area, beforz using his whistle and
thereby give the immediate ad-
vantage of the ensuing play to the
victim of a foul.

Thus would justice be done. It
would also appear to be done which
is almost as important!
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CA dTEANN NA
MIONUIR MAITHE?

CHUIRTT ceist orainn fadéo—'Ca
dtéann -na cuileoga sa Gheim-
readh?’ Ni raibh freagra pas againn
rfamh ar an gceann sin agus
n’fheadar an bhfuil freagra cruinn’
ar an geeist ‘Cd dtéann furmhor na
sir-mhionuir a’citear i bPairc an
Chrécaigh 6 bhliain go chéile?’.

Nil aon amhras ann na g0
dteipeann ar bharraiocht diobh
gradam a bhaint amach déibh féin
mar sinnsir. Nach minic a cloistear
daoine ag rd tar éis sdrchluiche
miontir gur fiu faire ar fhoirne na

gContae i geeist i gceann bliana no:

dho, d'thonn na himrediri = ud
fheiceail agus iad in aois fir. Is trua
nach amhlaidh a bhionn. Tagann
duine né beirt chun cinn ach ni
cloistear arfs fén gcuid eile.

Duirt sagart oirmhineach, i dtaca
le mionuir Thiobraid Arainn, 'téann
an trit cuid diobh le sagartéireacht,
tagann an trid cuid O phardisti
nach bhfuil féirne sinnsireacht aca
agus baineann an trit cuid diobh
foireann sinnsearach an Chontae
amach’. T4 .an rditéas fior ar
bhealach ach nf thagann an tria
cuid nd fiu an ctigid ckuid chun
cinn.  Bh’féidir go dtagann i
dTiobrad Arann ach ba mhaith
liom é sin a chruthu.

Ta fhios againn go dtagann

CEIST AG SEAN O DUNAGAIN

féirne miontr go hionduail as
Coldisti agus medn-scoileanna, I

gcleachtadh, i gtomértaisi scol
agus sna comortasai eadar-chontae

'is in aghaidh Ggénai'gh dd gcomh-

20is a mbid in iomaoicht. Bionn
cuid bheag aca nios airde agus nios

- ldidre nd a gcompdnaigh ach go

sineardlta bionn an furmhdr in-
churtha lena chéile.

Tar éis ddéibh aois ocht mbliana
déag a shldnu is minic a cuirtear ar
fhéirne soéiseareacha iad. -Td nos
ann iar-shinnsir a cheapadh mar
bhaill d'fhoirinn shoéisearach;
chomh maith, 1s gnéthach' don té
nach raibh maith go leor d’fhoirinn
shinnsear a shaol imeartha a
chaitheamlr mar shoisear; ar
bhealach ar bith is daoine iad ata
aosta go leor, ldidir, beagainin mall
agus tugtha don  chlisteacht.
D’6gdnach naoi mbliana deag d’aois
is mor an t-athrd dé dul-i gcoimh-
lint leis na ‘sean-thir’ seo; g0
hiirithe m4 bhi a ainm andirde
mar shar-mhionudr tugtar ‘aire’
mhaith dé. i

Is dual do na fir ldidre ara dtug-
tar soisir an luas a bhaint den 1ar-
mhionir trén a “mhoillin” ar
bhealaigh dirithe. Is trua &, ach
cuireann rud mar seo déistean ar
dgdnach agus éirfonn sé as an imirt

& i w1
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ar fad. Ni bhionn crut nios fearr
ar an scéal mds ar fhoireann shinn-
searach chlub a toghtar é. Ach cé
thégfadh ar oifigi an chlub e toisc
é thogadh; bionn ganntanas 1m-
reoirf sa ghndth-phardiste agus de
gndth bid ag lorg °fear sciobtha
don gcliathdn’. Ach is mar seo a
cuirtear crioch le réim an 1ar-
mhiontir. Bristear a chroi nd dein-
eann sé iarracht an 1omarca a

dhéanamh leis an dtoradh go

mbonn a ré thart i gceann bliana

no dho.

Bhi rin ag Chontae Mhuigheo 1
mbliana ¢6s coéir Comhdhdla an
Chumann  Luchleas Gael ‘go
mbéadh na comortaisi séisear do
dhaoine fé bhun bliain is fiche
d'aois amhdin’. Is trua ndr iar-

mhionuir; ar feadh cupla bliain
bhéidfs in iomaoicht le daoine da

gcomhaois aris.

Tig 12 duine a rd liom gur féidir
leis an miondr maith foireann sinn-
searach an Chontae a bhaint amach

in aois ocht déag nd naoi déag agus
gan aon dochar dé d4a bharr; tig

leis samplaf a tkabhairt mar Tomas
3 Murcht, Tony Tighe, Caoimhin
O hlfirnedin né Séamus O Dubh-
ghaill. Mar fhreagra ar sin deirim
gur eisceachtai jad siud agus ba
mhioniir den chéad scoth iad.
Chomh maith dhéarfainn gur fearr



i bhfad iad a chur ar fhoirinn shinn-
sear an Chonta2 4it a mbéidh siad
i gcomhlint le daoine a tiiugann
aire nios mo don liathréid né don
sliotar na mar a thugann siad don
imreoir. Ag an am gcéanna ni mor
don 1lar-mhionuir bheith an-laidir
nd an-tapaidh agus an-chliste chun
cion fir a dhéanamh 1 gcomortaisi
sinnsireach eadar-chontae,

Ma tugtar ifaoiseamh doibh agus
gan 1ad a thogha ar aon soirt fdirne
go dti 2o mbionn s1ad 1n 2921s a
fiche nd bliain is ficlie td an bkaol
ann go gcaillfidh siad spéis sa
chluiche no go mbeidn easpa
chleachta ortha. Cén réiteach ata
ar an sceal mar sin?

Ceapaim gur fid triail a bhaint as
ceachtar den d4a mholadh seo:—

(1) Uas-aois na mionur d‘arda
go naol mbliana déag, no
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(2) Comortas eile a bhunua
d’6gdnaich fé bhun naoi mbliana
déag d’aois, agus comortas idir-
mheanach a ghlaoch air.

I gcds (1) ta na comortaisi eadar-
cholaisti 1 gCuige Uladh reach-
tdilte ar an mbealach szo0 agus ni
dheineann sé aon dochar, I dtaca le

(2) ba mhor ag a ldn daoine na
mionuir d’fheiceal aris tar éis
bliana eile mar is acu sitid a bhionn
an 1mirt is tapula agus is cliste. Ni
bhéadh aon chonstaic mhér ann
mar go mbeadh furmhor de gach
foireann cldraithe cheana féin agus
na haoiseanna cruthaithe ag an
Runai Chontae.

Pé moladh diobh a ghlacfai leis,
dhéarfainn go mbéadh toradh maith
ailr. Tar éis doéibh iad féin a
chruthu 1 gcomédrtaisi bliana eile
agus d'eis doibh dul i1 nirt agus 1
medchain bhéidis in ann dul 1
gcoimhlint le fir gan aon stro.
Bhéadh fhios againn ag deire na
bliana annsan céard a thdrlaionn
do na sar-mhiondir.
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HURLING, IN DAN I-"RAI1

)

WHEN [ was young, the Munster hurling chani-

rionship had a glamour all its own. Looking
back now across the years, I -suspect that memory
has cast a rosy halo over the days that are gone;
for it seems to me that hurlers nowadays are not
as tall or as swift or as stylish as those I watched
on the Munster circuit more than thirty years
2g0.

Bu: then. it must have been the gloss of youth
ttat laid such glamour about the hurlers of my
boyhood, because thinking back now, I seem to
find every day was bright then—there was never
such sunshine or such crowds and surely there
never was a field hike Dan Fraher’s ficld in Dun-
garvan, to my young, and wondering eyes.

The first time I ever saw a Munster final was
in the Waterford seaside town, and it almost

frightens me now when I discover 1t was all of

thiriy-seven years ago. In my memory it was a
summer day. and I was surprised to find, on
looking up the reocrds, that the game was not
played until the first Sunday of October.

Huddlzd between my father’s knees in the front
row of sideline seats behind the goal at the sea-
side end I was, I must admit, a bit awestruck
by the rigour of the exchanges.

Perhaps the game was no more than what we
would call ‘robust’ nowadays, but the clashes, as
Tipperary, a point or two behind in the closing
stages, came storming down on those posts 1n
quest of victory, seemed very rough and dangerous
o me.

I had no affiliations with either side, but, for
some reason or other that I cannot now recall,
my sympathy was all with the Limerickmen and
I was by no means happy when belated scores
gave Tipperary victory.

With the excepticn of John Joe Kinnane of
Limerick, who., I think. retired injured in the
closing stages. I cannot now recall any individual
player on either side. but what 1 do recall very
vividly is being brought to pay my respects after
the game to Dan Fraher himself, who was sitting
on a chair outside some kind of small pavilion or
dressing-shed on the way out,

But I have a far more vivid recollection of my
next Munster hurling final, again in Dungarvan.
in the following year—the August of 1925.

I had grown enough through the months
betwesn to have learned much about the players,
and. besides. the team that opposed Tipperary in
this final was Waterford. and several of the
Waterford City players were well known to me.

But. after a reasonably well-balanced first half,
the Tipperary men took complete command after
the interval, and perhaps that is why I remember
them with such remarkable vividness.

Down all the years nothing dims the memory
of Mick Darcy from Nenagh as he was that day
at the peak of his hurling glory, tall and lithe and
lissome. his hurley a magic wand that could
charm the ball from the skies or send 1t almost
incredible distances off the ground,

And to-day, more than thirty years later, when
I see the same Mick Darcy, erect as ever, urging
on a U.C.D. hurling team from the Croke Park
or Belfield touchlines, my mind is at once back
to that August day at Dungarvan long ago when
not even Cuchullain himself could have bettered
the brilliance of the young and sleek-haired
student.

But Mick Darcy had great men with him then.
There was his brother Jack, considerably less
spectacular but often just as effective. There was




IPIER’S FIELD
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Arihur O’Donnell from Boherlaban, equally
reliable as goalkeeper or full-back. There was
Phil Cahill, surely as clever a forward as ever
wore the blue and gold. and Martin Kennedy. a
full-forward whose =gual for dash and accuracy
has hardly been seen since. .

That day, too, was the first occasion on which
I was able to identify the Leahy brothers to my
own satisfaction, Captain Johnny from Boher-
lahan. who ever since has typified for me the
very spirit of Tipperary hurling and his brother
Paddy who, even when I meet him to-day, seems
to bring with him the freshness of his native fields
to the diesel - doped air of Dublin’s O’Connell
Sireet.

Bui Waterford were not without their heroes,
toco. On the Suirside line-out that day was a man
long and gloriously renowned on the hurling fields,
Brendan Considine, who, as a stripling. had won
his first All-Ireland with his native Clare back
in 1914 and who was on Dr. John Ryan’s
Collegian selection that won the All-Ireland of
1917 from Johnny Leahy’s Boherlahan men,
coming on as a sub when someone, I think 1t was
Joe Phelan, retired in the decider.

Brendan, good enough as a footballer to deserve
an All-Ireland medal, too, was a bank official in
Waterford County in 1925 and had another
{amous Clareman with him in the Deiseach
colours, Mick Falvey, then a student at the
Dz la Salle Training College.

Also on the Waterford line-out that day were
Dick Morrissey, who subsequently starred with
Kilkenny and whese hurling career was SO
tragically cut short in the opening game of the
famous triple final against Cork in 1931; Charlie
Ware, later to lead Waterford’s climb to hurling

: By MOONDHARRIG

zreatness and John ‘Doitie’ Power. a hurling artist
of the top class whose name will not quickly be
fcrgoiten by the Suirside.

To me that 1925 Dungarvan final will always
hold pride of place, even over all the titanic
clashes for Munster titles since then; principally,
of course, because I think it was on that day I
came to the use of reason as a hurling follower,
but also because that day I saw Tipperary hurling
in all its glory.

Morzover, though Waterford were badly beaten,
thai game marked the start of the Deisemen’s
march to the top. In little more than ten years
they were in a senior All-Ireland final at Croke
Park and have rarely been out of the top rank
EVET SINCE.

~In the following year., 1926. I was ftortunate
enough to see all three games for the Munster
final between Cork and Tipperary.

At least I claim to have seen all three games,
but all I saw on the first day at Cork were the
backs of various members of the overflow crowd
that encroached on the pitch and an occasional
glimpse of the sliothar when it was high m the
air.

The first replay at Thurles was. I think, the
most exciting Munster Final I have ever wit-
nessed. Dinny Lanigan of Limerick was referee,
Cork were six points in front at the interval and
the scenes of excitement and enthusiasm when
Martin Kennedy levelled for Tipperary shortly
before the last whistle surpassed anything I have
seen SInce.

Some other dav, God willing, I shall try to
recall those three matches in detail and how Cork
wen through at the third time of asking.
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(Continued from pag: 19)
what started the all-Dublin movement and 1t
found voice among the intensely county-proud
Marinomen, who. when they rose to the top of
the tree, set abcout changing the system.

Their deeds spoke volumes and having beaten
the best in club competitions with all local players
they soon intrcduced the 1dea for the county teams
as well.

One of the strongest points in their favour was
that under the then existing selection plan,
Dublin had gone precisely nowhere, so that there
was much to be gained and little to be lost by
picking an all-Dublin side.

The most important gain was that young
hurlers leaving school after having been tutored
thoroughly in the skills of the game by the
Christian Brothers and lay teachers, found that
where previously there had been no outlet for
their talent. they could now look forward to
representing the county in one of the grades.

The question now is, are the present-day Dublin

e - e

A Dublin defender
surrounded by
Cork forwards in
the Leagite game
at Croke Park

on April 9.

hurlers grasping their
hands? Cne is forced to the conclusion that they
are noit.

Of course it would be wrong to lay all the
b'ame on the players’ shoulders. Thes best team
in the country must have support from behind
and I feel that Dublin hurlers do not get this.

The County Board 1is, generally speaking,
football-minded and although the members them-
selves may not realise 1t, they pay scant attention

to the achievements—or lack of them-—of the
hurlers.

In fact, some of the officials don’t even bother
to travel with the team for away games.

So for the future, if Dublin hurling at inter-
ccunty level is to pull out of the tailspin it has
been 1n for some time, it will need a shot in the
arm 1n the form of more official support and
encouragement; more spirit and enthusiasm from

the players and a more adventurous approach
from the selectors.
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(Continued from page 14)

off for the rest of the match or,
alternatively, he took the prescribed
automatic suspension of a month or
two months according to the
offence. But in either case the
referee had to send him off anyway.

The introduction of this point
caused a good deal of confusion at
Congress and this was added to
by another Cork delezate who
pointed out that a paragraph In
Rule 115 automatically suspending
players who insulted or threatened
referees, linesmen or umpires was
omitted from the Wexford motion.

[f this delegate had bothered to
check on his Agenda for Congress
last yvear, he would have discovered
that the Antrim motion passed last
year which gave us Rule 115 in 1ts
present form, also omitted the para-
graph protecting officials from in-
timidation. In other words, this
paragraph was not omitted by
Wexford this year — it had been
omitted by Congress last year,

All these specious arguments
threw delegates into such con-
fusion that they were afraid to pass
the Wexford motion which was
defeated by a narrow majority. My

point is that this would never have

happened if the whole matter had
been teased out carefully by a
smaller and more responsible form
of Congress where false arguments
could be shown up by deliberate
and careful analysis.

I must admit that this motion
was lucky that it came early in the
afternoon as otherwise it would
have got even a shorter shrift. It
is well known that when proceed-
ings are running late, delegates have
a tendency to throw out as fast as
possible anything which causes the
slightest worry, and pass anything
as fast as possible which looks
L.armless,

This, in my opinion is certainly
not the way to run Congress, and
I do hope that when next Congress
comes around we will have a few
motions to revise the present con-
stitution and procedure of this, the
most important body in the G.A.A.

i
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T was always fashionable among

the cynics and the cranks, most
of whom suffered from a sense of
physical inferiority, to belabour
“this thing called sport”. I heard
one of the type spitting acid on the
subject the other night. First I
thought he was joking and prepared
to fun with him: but when it was
obwviocus that this poor chicken was
in earnest I drifted into the safer
conversational backwaters of metal-
lurgy, bird-watching and other
stimulating subjects,

He wore a droop in his shoulders,
2 twisted red line for a mouth, and
his hair hung down in ring-a-lets.
The only suggestion of animation
was the light of suppressed vicious-
ness in his eves., Sport, he told the
gathering, many of whom wezre
trying to hold conversations of
their own, was a degrading thing
that stultified the mind and harmed
the body. It increased the number
of morons, of whom we already
had a surfeit. It developed the
body of an ox to house the mind of
a zany and it lured thousands away
from elevating intellectual pursuits
and str.oping them of all restraint
reduced them to the level of the
ravening beast . , . etc., etc.

Certainly, over-emphasis on sport
is not healthy. Which of us didn’t
have to forget the playing field
when there was work to be done?
Sport is for recreation ... to help

TOPICAL TALK

a man relax, to make him happy.

In the days when man’s food
depended on his speed, skill and
strength there was little need for
cames. Today, the man who works
hard with his hands in field or
factory may not feel a great need
to chase a ball in the evening, but
this modern life has given men jobs
that could be done as well by
women. Natural, therefore, that
man will like to express his virility
in a way reserved for him alone.
(Don’t remind me about women's
wrestling).

Many a good man (unlike my
beatnik acquaintance) was not at
all interestzd in games. There are
other wavs of being happy; but
there’s no doubt that healthy exer-
cise in any form of game is about
the best thing we can recommend
to the youth of any age. President
Jzck Kennedy and his advisers seem
to agree, so we'll take a chance and
ignore the dismal prophecies of
our modern, long-haired Jeremias.

+ + +

On the following day I met an
inter-county player walking with
his young son. We began to talk
about many hurling and football
competitions we have organised for
the youngsters, and I waxed
voluble on the good they do.

He: took the wind out of my sails
with a flat disagreement. He felt
that frequent competition dulled
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By EAMONN YOUNG

fite appetite of the youth and left
him at twenty a burned-out shell
of the player he might have been.

His words left me unimpressed
until he rolled off a list of names.
They all had been superb at sixteen
and tired at twenty. There may be
something in it; but again, if there
had been no youthful contests
would these ctylists have ever been
seen even for the few short years?

Again, the object of the games is
not to produce stars but to provide
play. And vet, one hates to think
of even one great possibility ruined
by over exertion at an age when he
was not fit for it. Sets you think-
ing.

+ + +

Never was the difference in styles
and standard between teams of
almost equally high merit brought
home s in tha recent O’'Byrne Cup
drawn final between Dublin and
Louth. Kerry and Roscommon
played a League semi-final in the

second game that April day in
Croke Park,
The Dublin and Louth teams

showed men like Jim McArdle,
Stephen White, Kevin Heffernan,
John Timmons and others who have
held tiieir own with the best. And
yet, we wera treated to a succession
of jersey-pulling, tripping, punching,
sloppy fetching and downright
awful kicking,

(Continued on page 33)



VAAAAAAAAAAA ANVAAANMVAAAANANA

FARRELL BROTHERS §

FOR

ARMTH

-EAR
ASHABILITY

MILLERS and MERCHANTS

§ Flour, Feeding Stuffs, Farm Seeds, Buyers of
-
e g Wheat, Oats and Barley, Millers of Choice
[

Pinhead OQatmeal

THERE IS NO_ SUBSTITUTE
for

Cempounders of Cootecastle Animal and

§
g
:
§
Poultry Feeding Stufis g
:
>
S
§
§
:

“SHANNON WOOLS "

ATHLONE WOOLLEN MILLS
CO. LTD.

CASTLECOOTE and ATHLEAGUE
ROSCOMMON

Telephone : FUERTY 3

AV IAARYAAAAAAYA VARV,

AGRICULTURAL ALEXIAN BROTHERS

COLLEGE

FOUNDED 1308

The Alexian Brother is devoted to the sick,

the afflicted and the needy. His is the

mission of alleviating suffering, of comforting

the dying, of assisting the poor and of
bringing souls to God.

Mountbellew, Co. Galway

: :
2

:

2 2

ﬁ %

-

-

S o

S s

:

'Ea

¢ The College, which is recognised by the

E Department of Agriculture, is conducted by the. E

o _

*é Franciscan Brothers, who are graduates in E Is God calling you to be a Religious ?
3 Agricultural Science. s

e § We are in need of men like you. Perhaps God
:

-

2 g

S S

< -

; z

FJ

: :

S s

- -

: "é

:

2

Courses are provided in Agricultural Science, wants YOU to be an Alexian Brother.

Botany, Chemistry, Poultry Keeping, Dairying

and Woodwork. ~ Write now for full information to :

DIRECTOR OF VOCATIONS,

Alexian Brothers Novitiate,
St. Joseph’s Court,
Cobh, Co. Cork.

For full particulars, apply to:

THE PRESIDENT
'PHONE: MOUNTBELLEW 15

-
S WAV IAAAVAVAAAAMAAAAAN



TONY WALL, -

the Rest of o
Ireland centre
half-back &
gets to the §
ball first in i
this tussle |
during the ;
exhibition game !
against .
All - Ireland
champlons
Wexford at
New Ross on .

March 19. &
The Rest won ;
by 3-9 to 2-10.

(Continued from page 31)

In spite of the excitement of the
game we were annoyed and irritated
and only Kevin Beahan’s first-class
feat of fifty-kicking which yielded
3 wonderful last-minute equalising
point helped to take away the sour
taste.

How different when Kerry and
Roscommon began to play. This
was Gaelic football . . . fetching,
solid, lzngthy kicking, sensible
blocking down, and speed, speed

. speed of thought and action.

And very little untidy, unreward-
ing and spiteful little attacks. We
know that players are out there to
win but surely the best way to do
it is to play the game 1n a manner
where shining skill is borne on the
vehicle of hard, honest strength and
determination.

It was pleasant to see that the
constant sniping we scribblers have
been doing at the monumental
bastion of stubborness which
houses the shrine of automatic sus-
pensions is at last taking effect.

In Cork I haven’t been able to
get very far with it due to an in-
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ability to phrase a motion that
won't be ruled out of order. Other
counties have, however, sent it to
Congress and when a great player
and intelligent speaker like Alf
Murray throws in his weight behind
the motion one feels that the day
will soon dawn when it will be
apparent even to the die-hards that
the greatest deterrent to good
refereeing is automatic suspension.

I look forward to the day which
I'm convinced is not far away, when
the referee will put the offender to
the line, bring on a sub to replace
him, and let the committee deal as
it sees fit with the boy whose bold-
ness is outlined in the ref’s report,

+ 4+ 4+

I am not a great radio-fan, at
least for matches, for I usually see
them; but the other day I had a
novel experience when the game
was on in front and Micheal
O Hehir's crisp commentary came
from the transistor set on the lap
of the man beside me. I had often
heard them ten yards away but for
the first time had the chance of
comparing precisely my own view

33

with that of the commentator.
Verdict? I wish I had a transistor.
+ + +

That man Owen Mulholland of
Dublin is a bit of a “crackpot” like
the rest of us. Under the Hogan
Stand I met hiin and we talked on
a subject very dear to me . . . .
training films. Owen has built up
a library of films over recent years
which he expects will yvet see the
light of day on Irish television.

He has done many playing studies

of famous players by keeping the

camera focussed on them and
catching them in all - out action.
I saw about five minutes of very
interesting hurling done by Jimmy
Brohan one night in Owen’s house
with tall Micheal Moriarty, the
Gaelic commeantator from Dingle,

It was terrific and showed all the
skills which every good performer
must have learned before he can
play consistently good stuff in class.
ball-play,

But when Owen was describing
his latest films to me under the
Hogan he clutched at balls dropping

(Continued on page 45)



PETER
BYRNE

sums up the All-Ireland Championship

SUPER TIPP CAN wWHIP

UNDAY, September 3, 1961, is
guite a while away yet. But
already I can “ et you in > on one
particular incident on that par-
ticular date.

At about 4.45 on that first
Sunday in September a young blue-
and-gold jerseyed hurler, by the
name of Matt Hassett, will climb
the steps of the Hogan Stand and,
there to thes ringing cheers of
thousands of Tipperary fans, will
receive the McCarthy Cup from the
hands of G.A.A. President, Mr,
Hugh Byrne.

Cheek ? Rubbish ? Or just
plain Hard Neck ? (Call those
opening two paragraphs what you
like.

But to my way of thinking, they
sum up the outcome of this year’s

All-Ireland senior hurling cham-
pionship race which will shortly
thunder into white-hot action in
both Munster and Leinster.

In making that bold forecast, I
am not unmindful of the ever-
present danger that lurks in , .

® WEXFORD , .. Reigning All-
Ire'land champions, they have
the craft and defensive power

to cancel out the lack of
genuine scoring thrust up
rrant-c . .

® WATERFORD . . . bolstered

un by a string of impressive
wins In the National League,
they shook the Tipp men to
their heels in the decider with
that tremendous last quarter
rally which came so near to
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toppling the powerful blue-and-
gold brigade . . .

® CORK ... They showed in the
League that they were far from
being a spent force and led
once more by the irrepressible
Christy Ring, they will not
succumb without a hectic fight.

Three sturdy forces, certainly.
But having weighed up thz pros
and cons of both sides I'm con-
vinced that nothing will stop the
Tipperary men from annexing their

18th All-Ireland senior hurling
title.
Look at it this way. For 22

hectic months the Munster cham-
pions have taken on the elite of
the hurling world and only once
during that long, grinding road
have they been forced to bow the
knee.

Unfortunately, that one lapse was
sufficient to cost them the 1960
All-Ireland title; but then, even the
most partisan Wexford follower will
agree that Lady Luck wasn’t par-
ticularly kind to the Munster lads
on that one day when it mattered

most,

But, tough as it was at the time,
that shock reverse has proved
something of a blessing in disguise
for Tipperary.

For it steeled them into the
resolute, well-knit fifteen which
swept to such a convincing win in
the recent National League final
and which will, in the opinion of
many shrewd judges, pay off in the
shape of an All-Ireland title—come
September 3.

From goalkeeper Donal O’Brien




prospects

THE LOT

richt down to Tom Moloughney in
the left corner-forward berth,
there's an unmistakeable look of
class about this latest fifteen o
come out of the famed Premier

County.

O'Brien bids fair to develop into
a goalkeeper of the Tony Reddan
class and fronted by a line of tough,
hard-pulling backs in Matt Hassett,
Michael Maher and Kieran Carey,
his cat-like agility poses a mighty
problem for all would-be goal
grabbers.

Flanked by two brilliant wing-
men in Mick Burns and big-hearted
John Doylz, Tony Wall is again
hurling with all his old-style and
class and with Theo English and
Liam Devan2y to man the mid-field

erthg, I can’t see the opposition
getting the edge on the Tipp. men
in this department.

Ace marksman Jimmy Doyle
hasn’t been hitting the target so
often of late—he was singularly in-
effective in th2 League final against
Waterford—but, for all that, he still
remains a great forward and in
company with Donie Nealon, Tom
Ryan, and the Moloughneys, can
play havoc with the best organised
defence.

As I said at the outset, this year’s
All-Ireland senior hurling cham-
pionship will prove no “cake-walk”
—Wexford, Waterford and Cork
will see to that.

Nonetheless, I take Tipp to whip
them all and prove conclusively
that they are fit to take their place
with the greatest teams that ever
came out of the storied Premier
County!
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MICK MAHER (left), the Rest of Ireland full-back in a duel with

Wexford’s PADGE KEHOE during the exhibition match at New
Ross on March 19.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GREAT
TIPPERARY TEAMS ON THEIR WONDERFUL
ACHIEVEMENTS IN PAST YEARS

AND TO WISH THEM MANY MORE
SUCCESSES IN THE FUTURE
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manufactured by

MacGRATH BROS.
17 AUNGIER STREET
DUBLIN

also manufacturers of

Modernfold Doors, Sun
Blinds, Ho_Ha.nd_ Blinds

Phone 53043/4

ESTIMATES FREE
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THERE CAN BE

Only One Best

and in cream ices that means H.B.
Nothing is spared to make certain
that all H.B. cream ices are supreme
in quality and flavour. And re-
member H.B. cream ices cost no
more than ordinary ices. Look for
the distinctive H.B. label It 1is
your guarantee of purity.

ICES

HUGHES BROS., LTD.

Hazelbrook Dairy, Rathfarnham, Dublin.
Phone : 983033
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All-Irefand
[avourite

The INTERNATIONAL Hotel a.
Bray is first choice with those
who know. Right on Ireland’s
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o most  mMaznificent bay the
INTERNATIONAL  waits to
welcome you with all the

amenities of a fine modern hotel.

INTERNATIONAL
HOTEL, BRAY Tel. 2944

Write to-day for your copy
of our free brochure.




CAMOGIE PROFILE

KATHLEEN MILLS of Dublin has won more

than enough camogie All-Ireland medals for
a full team, while every G.A.A. follower knows
that Christy Ring, Cork’s own non-pareil of the
stick game, has eight senior All-Ireland medals;
but Sophia Brack from the South County Dublin
village of Loughlinstown, holds the most remark-
able record of all-—she has won eight All-Ireland
senior camogie medals in eight consecutive years!

Sophia Brack must have been one of the most
effective full-forwards that ever played camogie
for Dublin or for any other county, but, whatever
attacking position she filled she was always a
wonderful inspiration to her side and captained
the Dublin county team for several years,
encouraging her colleagues both by example and
exhortation.

Not alone did Sophia Brack win eight con-
secutive All-Irelands; she also won ten consecutive
Leinster titles and played in nine All-Ireland finals
In as many years.

Though she retired from the inter-county scene
some five years ago she still turns out regularly
for her club, C.I.LE., and still manages to snatch
many a vital goal.

Sophia Brack began her camogie career as
a youngster with Bray Technical School, and
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By AGNES HOURIGAN

) ophia Brack

progressed from there to the old Cromlech
club which was subsequently re-organised as
St. Patrick’s, From St. Patrick’s Miss Brack
‘eraduated’ to Slieve Bloom and then in 1956 she
joined CLE., the club to which ever since she
has given such distinguished and faithful service.

Around this time there was an unfortunate
schism in the camogie Association which resulted
in Dublin not competing in the All-Ireland cham-
pionship. Eventually, the C.ILE. club joined the
Central Council body and as it was the only club
then affiliated, represented the county in the All-
Ireland final of 1947, losing narrowly to Antrim
in the decider at Belfast.

The same position held good in the following
year. Again C.LE., representing Dublin, won
through to the final, but this time the club team
scored a remarkable victory and very deservedly
won All-Ireland honours,

Thus Sophia Brack gained the first of her
All-Treland medals and then when in 1949 the
rest of the Dublin clubs and the Central Council
finally patched up their differences the Metro-
politan girls became invincible on the camogie
fields, sweeping on to victory in 1949, 1950, 1951,
1952, 1953, 1954 and 1955.

(Continued on page 39)



AICHER CHIPBOARD

Manufactured in Scariff, Co. Clare, Aicher
Board is a chipboard made entirely of Irish

Tiner. It is available in a range of thicknesses,
38", V2", 58", 34", 78", and 1”". The standard size

sheet is 138” X 6014”. Aicher Board is now
extensively used in furniture making, for shop
fittings, stair case panelling, shelves, counters,
shop windows and partitions. For building and
interior decoration Aicher Chipboard is the
answer to all problems.

Ask your dealer for Aicher Chipboard < & %
and make sure when buying that you
look out for the Aicher Board TRADE

MARK that guarantees quality.

Listen to

HYGEIA
HALF HOUR

a programme of music, song

and information, Radio Eireann,

Tuesday nights, 11 p.m.

Presented by Hygeia of Galway, Ireland’s
leading manufacturers of chemical products
for home, farm and garden, including
the well known FLAK D.D.T,,

Houzehold Insecticides,

CORK CO-OPERATIVE
MARTS LTD.

The Pioneers of
Irish Co-operative Livestock Sales
Bandon, Fermoy, Midleton, Millstreet,
Skibbereen and Mallow

Catering for the marketing of Cattle, Sheep and
Pigs for County Cork, also parts of Kerry,
Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford. Each Mart
is equipped to handle 600/800 Cattle, 1,000 Pigs
and 1,000 Sheep. Unrivalled facilities available
for the arrival and dispatch of all livestock both
for home and export trade. Special facilities for
handling tested Cattle.

All enquiries to the Manager. Telephone: Bandon,

51 and 182; Fermoy, 99 and 120; Midleton, 161

and 162; Millstreet, 58 and 59; Skibbereen, 109
and 110; Mallow, 294 and 295.
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Mayo full-back Sean O’'Reilly repulses a Derry attack in the National Football League
semi-final on April 16.

(Continued from page 37)

In every one of those victories Sophia Brack
played a leading role, and when Dublin at last
tasted defeat, again at the hands- of Antrim, and
again at Belfast in the All-Ireland semi-final of
1956, the C.LE. star decided that the time had
come for her to retire from the inter-county scene,

Member of a sporting family, her sister plays
camogie for Geraldines while her brother plays
for the Geraldines G.A.A. club, Sophia Brack 1s
herself the most sporting of players, and 1s an
example to all players today for she never misses
a game in Phoenix Park, is always ready to lend

her services as goal umpire, and is an expert on
camogie rules. She does not referee, though she
may be persuaded to do so when her playing days
are done.

An E.S.B. employee, Miss Brack is a mine of
information on camogie matters and, while a keen
G.A.A. follower, travels to every 1important
camogie fixture of the season to which she can
possibly get.

There is no greater enthusiast in Ireland for
the game than Sophia Brack from Loughlinstown,
camogie’s record-breaker of record-breakers.

'Phone 46929/41376
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GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL
Y COMFORT
Modern Lounge Bar

Close to Amiens Street Railway Station and New Bus Station
Meeting Place of many Sporting Groups and Social Clubs

Amiens Street, Dublin

- SERVICE - CUISINE
Moderate Charges
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'DRIPSEY’

TASTEFUL — DURABLE — ECONOMICAL

These are the characteristics of all
DRIPSEY products
GENT’S SUITINGS and OVERCOATINGS—

§
: Finest Quality; Up-to-date Designs, Newest

NEWBRIDGE
COLLEGE
O.P.

Shades,

“SPORTS” CLOTHS —Super Qualities, Perfect
in Dye and Finish.

LADIES’ TWEEDS—Lovely Colours, Exquisitely

:
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:
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s
:
Blended. §
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Conducted BLANKETS — Krnown World-wide as * The
Famous Dripsey Blanket.” Durable, Warm,
by ” Economical.
RUGS—Stylish Designs, Artistic Colourings.

HARNESS CLOTH—Complete Range.

DRIPSEY products are on sale in all leading

Warehouses. If it is “ DRIPSEY ” you can

buy it, confident that you will get genuine
value for your money,

REPRESENTATIVES :

DUBLIN: M. S. Corcoran, 21 Abbey Buildings.

MUNSTER : P. O’Kelly, 15 Princes Street, Cmg"k.

LONDON : F. M. Barshall Ltd., 35 Chiswell Street,
London, E.C.1.

NEW YORK : Feld Agencies Ltd., 1407 Broadway.

Dripsey Mills Ltd., Dripsey, Co. Cork
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Dominican Fathers

For Prospectus apply to :
Rev. Fr. Prior
Tel. Droichead Nua 2

m——
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The Royal Bank of Ireland

Limited

(Established 1836)

Head Office: FOSTER PLACE, DUBLIN

-nu--

In addition to its Country Branches, the Bank
has 22 Branches in Dublin and district, all of
which transact every type of Banking Business.

Specialised Departments for Foreign
Exchange, Trusteeships and Income
Tax Claims are at your service.

London Agents: MIDLAND BANK. LTD.
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The long look back

¢ HO was the best man you ever
played on?” When a plaver
refires from football this is the
guestion most often put to him
whenzver and wherever Gaels
gather and discuss games past and
present. On the surface it 1s a
straightforward inquiry, which, in
the mind of the questioner, merits,
indeed d2mands, an equally
straightforward reply,

If by chance you name a fellow
county man of the interrogator
your former prowess is increased
considerably in his eyes. But it
isn't always that easy to state cate-
gorically—“Oh, so and so of
course.”’

There are many factors which
combine to make one man superior
to his opponent during the course
of a game. Every player, no matter
how good, will give more than one
poor display during his career,
when, in the words of the dis-
sruntled supporters, “He wouldn’t
bate Katty Barry”!

He will taste defeat many times,
and remember, it is much easier to
outplay vour opponent when on a
winning side than when your team
is taking a hammering.

Then there is also the case of the
“bogey” man. Every player has at
sometime or other during his career
suffered the frustration of playing
second fiddle to a moderate
opponent who happens to have the
“Indian sign” on him.

[ remember a sckoolmate of mine
who could always beat me in a
sprint although I could do better
times than him on the clock. He
was tall and gangly and I always
took the lead from the gun. But
halfway down the straight I would
find myself listening for him and
sure enough before we reached the
tape “me man” would sail by.

By FRANK BYRNE—former Meath Ali-lreland star

| remember reading  with
astonishment in a Sunday news-
paper a famous centre-half for-
ward's reply when asked who was
the best footballer he ever played
on. When next I met him I ex-
pressed surprise at his choice. “Ah,
don’'t mind that,” he replied “ so
and so was the last man I played
on, and when I was asked the ques-
t'on his was the first name that
came into my head.”

WHITE
Star half-back.

STEPHEN

Now, I can’t for the life of me
remember who was the last man I
played on, but in any event I
couldn’t, nor wouldn’t, attempt to
nominate the best man 1 ever

played on,
Consider such stars as Simon
Deignan, Sean Quinn, Gerry

O'Reilly and Stephen White and
yvou will realise the magnitude of
the task. All of these outstanding
players would surely be eligible for
inclusion in any “Who’s Who" of
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wing backs in Gaelic football, 1
fzel it would be invidious of m2 to
dare nominate any one of them as
che greatest. After all, why bother
to distinguish between such super-
latives as  “brilliant” and “out-
standing”.

All of them had many worthy
attributes in common. They were
complete footballers and did per-
form eaually well in other positions
on the field, but it was in their
games at laft-half that I came to
learn and respect the full range of
their talents.

One important lesson any young
aspiring wing-back could have
learned from their play was that the
oft-quoted advice to “mark your
man’’ for them meant “outplay your
man.” Slavish adlierence to such
well-meant but too-often ill-advised
counsel defeats its own object,

As a youth of twenty I well re-
member playing in an Intermediate
championship game during the era
of the hand-pass and the solo-run.
Having won a Railway Cup medal
with Leinster a short time pre-
viously and being the fastest man
on the team, I was apparently con-
sidered by the opposition—in the
light of subsequent events—to be
the key-man on our team.

I’'ll never forget that hour. My
opponent made not the slightest
attempt to play the ball, Mind
you, he didn’t employ dirty tactics;
but he attached himself to me like
a limpet, right from the throw-in.
I was held, obstructed and pushed
and if I did manage to elude my
“shadow’” another member of the
defence took over and I was back
on the same old merry-go-round
again.

Whenever daylight showed bet-
fween us somaone was sure to roar

(Continued on page 43)



Think of a
GOOD Raincoat

— and you think of

J. Meek & Co. (Ireland) Ltd., Botanic Avenue, Glasnevin, Dublin.

Manufacturers of Ladies, Gents and Children’s Rainwear.
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Tests conducted by the National Institute of Engineering (England)
prove that

VACU-LUG

RECONDITIONED TYRES

¥ Wear less than half as much.
% Slip less than half as much as any
other type of tyre.

GUARANTEED LUG ADHESION

TYRESOLES

RETREADING SERVICE

New tyre mileage at half the cost. /& \
For extra safety insist on Wyresoles : .:. _ ) i 1
—the tread with the steel claws. 22 =i

Send your good worn tyres to:
I. |||||||

TYRESOLES (IREI.AN I.TD

DUBLIN - WATERFORD - TEMPLEMORE - COLLOONEY
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HEALTH and GOOD LEATHER

STEP TOGETHER . .
IN SHOES MADE FROM

DEALERS IN SALMON
AND POULTRY

John Murphy

(M. Murphy)

Bridge Quay

New Ross
Guthan 60

GOREY LEATHER

THE GOREY LEATHER COMPANY, LTD. GOREY, IRELAND
WA AAAAAAAAW A AAAAAAAAAAAAAVAAMAMAAAAMAAMAVAMAAAAANN,




Action in the Derry-Mayo League semi-final, From left:

(Continued from page 41)
from the side-line — ‘“so and so,
mark your man.”

At hzlf-time 1 complained to
Boiler McGuinness that I wasn’t
getting a “smell’ of the ball
“You're doing fine
replizd, “while you keep them busy
we’'ll get the scores.” That's ex-
actly what happened. I never had
a worse game, but the rest of the
forwards had a field day and we
won easily.

[ relate the above anecdote to
illustrate that the negative policy
involved in that particular inter-
pretation of “mark your man”
doesn’t win gamses.

From time to time during the
course of an important champion-
ship or league tie one sees a player
being shadowed so closely by his
opposite number that the antics
afford the less partisan spectators
much amusement and even draws
comment from Micheal O Hehir.

But in nine cases out of ten they
do little to benefit his team.

Frank,” 'he

W. O’Kane (D), §. O’Reilly (M).

Now I don't for one moment
contend that a wing back should
go through the course of a game
with complete disregard for his
opponent. That would be sheer
folly. But I hold that if the back

is too pre-occupied with what the

wing-forward is doing he will auto-
matically adopt a completely
defensive role and become a
stopper pure and simple.

As such, he is only fulfilling hkalf
his function. A good wing back is
also an attacker who Initiates
practically as many attacks as a
midfielder. The four I have named
all excelled in this facet of the
game.

They had another quality in
common—they were versatile and
adaptable wing backs, If you
“foxed’ them once you rarely suc-
ceeded with the same trick a second
time. Gerry O'Reilly, Sean Quinn
and Stephen White wused their
speed to beat an opponent to the
ball. Both Gerry and Sean lacked
inches so they usually positioned
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themselves to field the ball in front
of the forward.

Stephen, in common with Christo
Hand, only used his right leg as a
prop for his left; yet because of
his speed and swerve he was rarely
blocked down,

Simon Deignan, for all his power-
ful frame, was deceptively fast and
agile. When beaten for possession
he nearly always contrived to
position himself so as to be between
the winger and the goal. He rarely
made a hasty tackle so it was very
difficult to beat him with a side-
step.

Yes, these four were tops. Al-
though they were tenacious tack-
lers and courageous defenders
when occasion demanded, they
realised that the old adage ‘“Pos-
session is nine points of the law™
also holds true in football. Theirs
was a positive brand of football
They sought at all times to outplay
their opponents, a policy which
paid rich dividends as evidenced by
their illustrious careers.



IT is more than 12 years ago
since T was first told that I
would soon see a Gaelic football
match televised, and like many
others I eagerly awaited the oppor-
tunity of seeing this powerful
means of mass-communication
operating. When Ulster Television
was established in Belfast, I got
the opportunity of seeing the
Gaelic footballers of Derry for the
first time televised, in a training
practice at Newbridge in 1959.

Derry at this time were back
after a glorious football year which
brought them to the All-Ireland
final of 1958, only to be beaten by
Dublin.

Although certain newspapers
criticised the Northern Television
Authorities, it was rather unfair
criticism as far as U.T.V. was con-
cerned. They have undoubtedly
given fair coverage to Gaelic
games. Jim McKeever gave lectures
on rules and field positions — 4
series which would be of great
help to the youth and which
should be continued.

When Down took the Sam
Maguire Cup across the Border for
the first time, the whole Down
team and officials were received
on U.T.V. and sports editor Ernie
Strathdee discussed the game at
length. with Down coach Barney

Carr,

U.T.V. followed Down for their
television programmes in 1960, and
the climax came when Paddy
Doherty won the U,T.V. sports
star of the year award.

In a recent Sportscast pro-
gramme on U.T.V. efficient sports
officer Ernie Strathdee discussed
the outcome of the Lagan Cup
final with the Down and Derry
captains—Kevin Mussen and Jim
McKeever, and dealt with various
aspects of G.A.A. rules and

administration.

Ulster Television is naturally a
service to cater for Ulster viewers,
and they are very keen on giving
up-to-the-minute news items. They
give the results of all major Gaelic

games from both sides of the
border, and during the All-Ireland
final between Down and Kerry last
year, they telephoned the studio
from Croke Park. This quick news
service is an additional advantage.

The Universities were enter-
tained by U.T.V. during this year's
Sigerson Cup series and a player
from each University was inter-
viewed, including Down’s Sean
O Neill. All in all, taking the
coverage of Gaelic games on Radio
Eireann—with the exception of the

not been asked to discuss certain
items of importance in G.A.A.
administration; but I hope that in
the future some of these men will
get the opportunity of appearing
on the screen.

The question of playing games
on a Sunday is a difficulty with
both television services and the
B.B.C. is faced especially with this
problem of the Sunday Observance
Act—a problem which will not
arise with the new Irish Television
Service. The B.B.C., during recent

THE ‘T.V. AGE’ POSES MANY

PROBLEMS FOR THE G.A.A

North must get

a decent show

By CONALLACH

live broadcasts—we have only Sean
Og O Ceallachain’s 15 minutes on
Sunday night, Junior Sports
Magazine, and some other “mixed
grills’'. It must be said that U.T.V.
compares favourably.

But U.T.V. could cater more
satisfactorily for their G.A.A.
viewers by having more talks and
discussions on Gaelic games. I am
surprised that such excellent
speakers and capable legislators as
Frank O’Neill (Tyrone), former
President of the Ulster Council;
Alf Murray (Armagh), Maurice
Hayes (Down), Seamus Gilheaney
(Cavan), Sean McLoughlin (Derry)
and Liam Harvey (Antrim), have
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games in New Eltham, interviewed
the Chairman of the London
County Board, while a short film
of the Lagan Cup final between
Down and Derry was very much
appreciated from that station.

However, the main questions
now are: Will the new Irish Tele-
vision Service give us “‘live” tele-
casts of football and hurling? And
what will their general news and
feature coverage of G.A.A. affairs
be like?

Let’'s hope that the games will
get a liberal share of screen space

. and that, especially, the Gaels
of the six counties will not be
forgotten.



(Continued from page 33)

out of the skies; sidestepped like
Seamus Murphy, did solos like
Gerry O’Malley—and very nearly
put me going, too!

No wonder an old-timer grinned
as he passed. He left me then to
cross to the Cusack to turn the
cameras on another star. I do hope
we see those films,

+ + -

I met a vateran footballer from
Tipp the other day. As he’s fifteen
stone and still pretty hardy I'll omit
the name. One day in New York he
was playving a game that was reffed
by his best friend. After ten
minutes his opponent hit him an
awful clout so Jim said to the ref,
“ Did vou see that? ™

“1 did,” said the ref. “ If a man
did that to me I'd kill him.” Five
minutes later Jim tapped his
opponent on the noggin and down
he went (good clean fun). Up came
the ref and put Jim off the field.
Who can a man trust?

* + +

Ulster county football is pretty
even now; Connacht have several
good teams; Leinster as usual can
field half a dozen that could, with
a bit of luck, win an All-Ireland.

In Munstar, Kerry holds the fort.
At the southern Convention they
decided to do something about a
secondary competition intended to
raise the standard, but so far we
have not moved.

Why not invite two outside teams
like Galway, Laois, Carlow or Ros-
common to join our “Inner Six”
in two groups and play a week-
night competition on a league basis.

It would pass away a few months
for the footballers of Clare, Tipp,
Waterford, Limerick and Cork
whose only chances of seeing Croke
Park is from the sideline.

Tony Wall suggested to me a
handicap system for hurling. In
this football competition it should
be just right to start Kerry at
scratch and give Waterford, Tipp
and Limerick a nine point lead. It
would be fun for all to see if the
good fellows could catch up,

come

NORTH
this year!

Not the least of the many W .
reasons for making Northern L e
[reland vour choice for holidays N e e

is the attractive travel facilities _ 4
which make visits to the numerous R e

resorts, places of scenic beauty and
historical interest so enjoyable. MODERN OMNIBUSES

and FAST DIESEL TRAINS provide extensive daily services
throughout the Province.

ATTRACTIVE MOTOR COACH TOURS and TRAIN
EXCURSIONS are operated from Belfast and the main
touring centres throughout the holiday season.

For visitors wishing to make the most of their stay the
special FREEDOM OF NORTHERN JRELAND TICKET
is particularly attractive. Valid for any seven consecutive
days, it entitles the holder to UNLIMITED TRAVEL by
the Anthority’s road and rail services including motor
coach tours which operate wholly within Northern Ireland.

This is exceptional value for 70/-.

A special feature is the SEVEN DAY CONDUCTED TOUR
based at the Authority’s Laharnz Hotel, Larne, which 1s an
ideal opportunity to combine comfortable hotel accom-
modation and holiday entertainment with the leisurely
sightseeing of Northern Ireland. The all-in cost is 14 guineas.

LUXURY COACH TOURS
IN IRELAND from four
to ten days duration are
operated from  Belfast
durinz the summer months
and include a SIX DAY
TOUR OF NORTHERN
IRELAND at all-in cost of
20 guineas. Please write to
Publicity Officer, 21 Linen
Hall Street, Belfast 2. for
Free Illustrated literature.

for a carefree holiday with

ULSTER TRANSPORT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

All action pictures in this issue of  Gaelic
Sport ’ are by courtesy of lrish Press Ltd.
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Quality Conscious?
REMEMBER THE NAME
Young men who have completed Leaving

2
§ or at least Inter. Cert.,, and who wish to
| % devote their lives to the Missionary
,_%
%
§
S
-

SOCIETY OF THE
CATHOLIC APOSTOLATE

Apostolate are reguested to write to:

Shape Maker
Nylons

Sports Wear

REV. RECTOR
PALLOTINE COLLEGE, THURLES

The work of the Irish Province is varied,

with mission fields in England, United

States of America, Argentine Republic and
British East Africa.
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Fancy Socks ALL

MANUFACTURED BY AND ALL PRINCIPAL EXAMINATIONS

SMYTH & CO. LTD. ’

FULL PARTICULARS FROM

Balbriggan
Established 1780 Rev. Brother Supermr

I na bLnaicre Crioscal
Aircot Underwear the St. JOSCPII s School
199
I K 311111)’ Fairview
Childrens Wear +
PUPILS PREPARED FOR
LEAVING CERTIFICATE
Plain SOCkS INTERMEDIATE
E UNIVERSITY
MATRICULATION
CIVIL SERVICE




SEAN FEELEY discusses

THE

TEN years at the top in any sport is a long time,

and especially in Gaelic games, where physical
strength, speed, and agility are continually being
tested.

To win one’s place on an inter-county team at
say, twenty and hold it until one is' thirty IS
indeed a feat. Yet, we have had men who far
surpassed this mark . . . we’ve even had a few who
doubled it.

There never was, of course, nor will there ever
be, a player with a record like Christy Ring—
twenty years of not alone inter-county hurling,
but inter-provincial as well, and without a breaxk.

In years to come, somebody will recall a feat

of Ring’s and a listener will ask “Was that in the
‘thirties, ‘forties, ’fifties or ’sixties?”

A man with a record which compares with that
of Ring, if not in brilliance then at least n
“longevity”, is Col. Tom McGrath of Clare. Col.
Tom came on the Clare team in 1906 and was
still going strong in the late ’twenties.

It is said that had not an injury forced him into
premature retirement, he would have been on
the Clare fifteen which lost to Kilkenny in the
1932 All-Ireland final.
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LONG-TERM MEN

Other Claremen of exceptionally long careers
were Pat “Fowler” Mclnerney, Dr. Tommy Daly
and Tull Considine, The “Fowler” won his first
All-Treland medal when Clare beat Laois in the
1914 decider. Eighteen years later he was at his
peak in the 1932 final.

Charlie Ware of Waterford was another who
defied the march of time, putting in nearly two
decades in the county colours and a further decade
with his home club Erins Own. Another great
Waterford man. John Keane, was for seventeen
years on the county team while contemporaries
Mick Hickey and Christy Moylan both saw a good
part of a second decade in the Waterford jersey.

From Waterford to Tipperary and the feat of
Tommy Doyle—winning his first All - Ireland
medal in 1937 and his last in 1951. Then there
was Garrett Howard—a star on the Limerick team
which won the 1921 title and still a star when the
Shannonsiders captured the 1936 title. Mick Cross
just missed the 1921 final but he was there for
the 1923 decider and still very much to the fore
with Limerick and Munster in 1936.

Galway, too, has had its long-term men. Mick

(Continued on page 49)
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Nil dit sa tir inchurtha le Trdbolgan
Suiomh aoibhinn cois farraige (cuan
priobhdideach) linn snamha, cuirteanna
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ag deireadh na bliana,
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.. GAEDHEALACHAS TEO.
25 SRAID PHADRAIG, CORCAIGH

COISDE GAIRM OIDEACHAIS CHO NA MIDHE
(County Meath Vocational Education Committee)

PERMANENT DAY SCHOOLS AT

AN UAIMH, CEANANNUS MOR, TRIM,
ATHBOY, NOBBER, DUNSHAUGHLIN,
LONGWOOD, OLDCASTLE

Full-time Commercial, Technical, Domestic Science
and Rural Science Courses.

Evening Courses in Irish, English, French, Arith-
metic, Book-keeping, Commerce, Shorthand, Type-
writing, Woodwork, Mechanical Drawing, Metalwork
and Rural Engineering, Rural Science, Cookery,
Needlework, Machine Sewing, Handicrafts, Choral
Singing and Instrumental Music. Special Courses
organised for Trades Apprentices and others.

Scholarships awarded to the Gaeltacht; St. Martha’'s
College of Domestic Science, An Uaimh; St. Mary's
College of Domestic Science, Cathal Brugha Street,
Dublin; Hotel Training Course, Shannon Airport;
Hotel Training Schools; Port-na-Bla (Girls) and Athenry
(Boys); Institutional Management; Hospital Cooks;
Senior Science Course, Kevin Street, Dublin.

Full information and guidance available on applica-
tion to the Headmaster at any of the above centres,
or to the Chief Executive Officer, County Office,

Technical School, An Uaimh.
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COISDE OIDEACHAIS GHAIRMIGH
BEATHA, CHONNDAE ROSCOMAIN
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TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AT
BOYLE. CASTLEREA. ROSCOMMON.
ELPHIN and BALLAGHADERREEN

WHOLE-TIME DAY COURSES

:

§ in Rural Science, Woodwork and Building Con-
struction, Mechanical and Freehand Drawing,
Metalwork and  Engineering, Commercial
Subjects, Ccokery, Needlework, Laundry and

- Housewifery, Household Management,

§

:

>
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CONTINUATION CLASSES

in English, Irish, Mathematics, Christian
Doctrine.

Full particulars of Day and Evening Classes,

Special Courses, Examinations, Scholarships,

etc., may be obtained from the Headmasters
of the Schools or the undersigned.

Priomh Oifigeach Gnothach.
Scoil Ceard-Oideachais, Roscomain,

; M. O MEISCILL.
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COLAISTE 10SAGAIN

(DE LA SALLE)

BAILE MHUIRNE - CO. CHORCAI

MODERN CLASS A BOARDING AND
DAY SCHOOL
(Conducted by De La Salle Brothers)

RESULTS 1960 LEAVING CERTIFICATE
22 PRESENTED

18 Honours, 4 Pass, 5 University Scholarships,
Department’s Silver Medal for Irish Composition

INTER CERT.—24 PRESENTED
24 Honours, Department’s Silver Medal for
Irish Compagsition

EARLY APPLICATION ADVISABLE

Full particulars from :
THE REV. PRESIDENT

Phone: Ballymakeera 3.
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Dublin’s Kevin Heffernan (
(1960) at Croke Park on A

(Continued from page 47)

Gill and Mick King both won All-Ireland medals
in 1923 and were still top-class hurlers in the
mid and late thirties, while Kilkenny had a host
of long-service men such as Matty Power, Dick
Grace, Lory Meagher, Paddy Phelan, Paddy
i arkin and Jim Langton, all of whom saw al
least a dozen years in the Black and Amber jersey.

Harry Grey won an All-Ireland medal with
Dublin in 1938 and was still with his native Laois
in the mid-fifties while other non-natives who
starred for Dublin and succeeded in staying on
top while many years rolled by, were Jim
“Builder” Walsh and Martin Hayes.

More recent stars such as Wexfordmen Nick
Rackard, Nick O’Donnell and Padge Kehoe and
Waterford’s Phil Grimes, are others who have
succeeded in defying time.

Cork - born Kerryman Dan O’Keeffe has the
longest inter-county and inter-provincial football

49

No. 15) gets in a shot against Louth in the O’Byrne Cup final
pril 30. Kevin, with 13 years on the Dublin team, 1s one of

the longest-serving players in presenti-day football.

tecord. He won his first All-Ireland in 1931 and
was still good enough to be on the Munster team
in 1948.

Mayoman Josie Munnelly won an All-Ireland
medal in 1936 and then three years ago came back
to add an All-Ireland junior medal, while men
like Paddy Bawn Brosnan, Sean Purcell, Gerry
O’Malley, Jim McKeever, Kevin Heflernan,
Jimineen Power, John Joe O’Reilly, Simon
Deignan, Jim Kearney, Paul Russell, Joe Barrett,
Con Brosnan, Dick Fitzgerald, Jackie Ryan, Mick
Casey, Eddie Boyle, Johnny McDonnell, Jack
Delaney, Tom “Boiler” McGuinness, Matt Goff,
Mickey Geraghty, Jack Higgins and Jimmy Martin
remained prominent stars for over a dozen years.

These long-term men, and no doubt I have
forgotten a few, deserve a special mention in the
annals of our native games; for in no instance was
their stay at the top a chance affair. Rather was
it the result of great dedication and of a true love
for the game,
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W. & E. W. HAUGHTON
LIMITED

&
SOME OF OUR PRODUCTS

Haughton’s Inks
and Ink Powders

FOUNTAIN PEN INK A SPECIALITY

Barnacle Paste and Burr White Paste —
Office Gum, Enamesl and Brunswick Black,
Cycle Enamel.

Also Makers of Cardboard and Metal Boxes
and Containers

Bray

FPhone — BRAY 2933-4

ST. CAMILLUS
JUNIORATE

KILLUCAN, CO. WESTMEATH

Training centre for young men, 17 to 30, who
wish to devote their lives to the service of the
Sick and Dying in the Brotherhood of the
Order. Candidates may become qualified
nurses before entering the Novitiate of the
Province, after which they are assigned to works
of the Order in Ireland, England or the Missions.
Young boys aspiring to the Priesthood in the
Order may pursue their secondary education
at Killucan.

Further particulars from—

V. REV. FR. PROVINCIAL,
St. Camillus Juniorate,

KILLUCAN - CO. WESTMEATH

VIAAAAA AN VAAAAAAAAAAAANAAANAANNANN

ANAS

AAVIATYVIVIYYVVLTTTAATTITIA YAV ATV T TR L LV VAAAAAA

ALV TLY

I AANANANY

FUUMMMMMMltvMMMtUMUMMMMMMMMUMME%FMM?UUUU&Mhtltwimlld&é

1HAAAYIIAYIL VAV A ATV ATV TRV A A YA

L

SI. PAULS COLLEGE

SYBIL HILL, RAHENY

DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Conducted by
THE VINCENTIAN FATHERS

Places available in the
Preparatory Section

For particulars apply:

THE REV. PRESIDENT
Phone 335238
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Cappoquin, Co.

!Inder the direction of the Cistercian Fathers

Waterford §
4

BOARDING SCHOOL
FOR BOYS

STUDENTS ARE PREPARED FOR

CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS

Special attention is paid to the religious and

cultural training of the students

For prospectus and all particulars, apply to:
REY. PRESIDENT

§ Mount Melleray Semmary
:
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AUSTRALIAN RULES

(Continued from page 7)

two white-coated (and white-hatted) goal umpires,
while what we call linesmen are known out there
as ‘boundary umpires’, who have quite a deal of
sround to cover on those oval pitches. When a
ball goes into touch, the boundary umpire returns
it into play by standing on the line with his back
to the field and throwing the ball back over his
head.

There are four quarters of twenty-five minutes
each, teams changing sides at the end of each
quarter. At half-time there is a fifteen - minute
interval during which the players retire to their
dressing rooms, while at three-quarter time it 1S
the tradition that oranges and drinks are served
to the teams at the centre of the field.

Playing ficlds need be of no fixed size. Length
from goal to goal can vary from 150 to 200 yards
and width from 100 to 170 yards. The ball,
unlike a rugby ball, is rounded at the ends and
is slightly heavier than a Gaelic ball.

The players are not full-time footballers,
though, for ordinary games, they get a relatively
small fixed sum per match, each player getting
exactly the same amount (The usual sum some
years ago was £5 (Australian) per man.)

Finally, no G.A.A. follower would have the
slightest difficulty in checking Australian Rules
results, for they list their score-lines just as we
do, in goals and points, ie., Melbourne, 7-10;
Richmond, 5-13. (Of course, you have to remem-
ber that each of these goals is worth six points.)
On the scoreboard, though, the points will be
listed under “B”: for in the Rule-book a score

between the point-posts is technically known as
‘a behind’.

I once saw an Australian Rules player in action
with Dublin University in a P. J. Duke Cup final
in Croke Park. I'd dearly love to see a team of
them there taking on eighteen Gaelic players
under an agreed set of rules.
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TOMMY MURPHY

(Continued from page 21)

cullen club and being chosen on the Leinster
Colleges’ inter-provincial side of which he was
a member again in 1938.

Not generally known, however, is the fact that
Murphy was also a hurler of no mean ability
and in his Knockbeg years (1936-'39) he wielded
the caman for the college teams.

He was honoured with Leinster selection again
in 1940 as a member of the football side that
beat Munster in the Railway Cup final. He won
another Railway Cup medal five years later when
called in as a sub. during the final. He played
a big part in the defeat of Connacht.

Until 1953 Tommy continued to play with
Laois in various positions and he regularly turned
out with Graiguecullen until two years later.
Although approaching 40 years of age last year
he was still playing football and was a member
of the Carlow team that played in the Post Office
All-Ireland championship.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

THE EDITOR,

Gaelic Sport,

5 HOLYROOD CASTLE,
HOLYROOD PARK,
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I ENCLOSE A POSTAL ORDER
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Please use Block Capitals
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READERS’ LETTERS

Dear Sir,—Just recently I read
in Gaelic Sport a profile of James
McCartan by ‘ Moondharrig” in
which he stated that “he (McCar-
tan) played no small part in helpinz
Ulster to regain the Railway Cup
in a hard - fought final against
Munster in Croke Park on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, 1960.” Has he got his
facts correct?

I have scanned and scanned the

Ulster team and in no place can

I see the name of James McCartan.
for the simple reason that he was

not on the team!

There were five Down men on
the team and two reserves, namely,
Paddy Doherty, Sean O’Neill, Tony
Hadden, Pat Rice, Joe Lennon,
Kevin Mussen and Pat O’Hagan.

If McCartan played no small part
in winning the Ulster - Munster
game, he must indeed be a wonder-
ful man; for I have never yet met
a man who can win a match simply
by being among the spectators
(which, I presume, he was).

There are quite a few points in
“Moondharrig’s’” article with which
I do not agree. Rather do I agree
with Sean Feeley in the December
1960 - February 1961 issue of the
Gaelic Sport that “James McCartan
is as far removed from being a
perfect footballer as Waterford’s
star of last year, Tom Cheasty, was
a perfect hurler.”

In case of any doubts, I am an
ardent Down supporter and have
been at about forty of their
matches within these past two
years. That, yvou must admit, is
quite good for a fifteen-year old
schoolgirl.

Dearg’s Dubh go Deo.

—_— ot

Dear Sir,—I am a regular reader
of Gaelic Sport and 1 enjoy your
magazine very much. Having read
your March-May edition I glanced
through the Camogie Profile and
saw, as I already knew, that

camogile gets little or no publicity.

Well, why has it not? Isn't it
much the same as hurling? Isn't
it a sport for girls? Maybe the
ladies are too proud to be seen
with pieces of ash on a field.

I play camogie although my own
county has no team nor has my
parish a club yet. It soon will, I
hope.

&
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The camogie finals are not
broadcast from Radio Eireann and
it seems to me that that is what
makes hurlinz as famous as it is.
On our Sunday and daily papers it
is very seldom we see even the
word ‘“‘camogie’’, let alone anything
about it, It's time something were
done about it. I am grateful to see
that your magazine is not one of
those forgetful papers.

“A Crazy Camogie Girl.”

Co. Offaly.

JOHN MURPHY

Teas Expertly Blended on the Premises

DIRECT TEA

IMPORTER

BLENDER and GENERAL MERCHANT
Wholesale Only

CLAREMORRIS

Telegrams: “WHOLESALE.”

Phone : 14

Commodore
Hotel

COBH

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

WEDDING RECEPTIONS
SPECIAL PARTIES
LUNCHEONS
DINNERS

FOR QUOTATIONS RING COBH 277
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GREENMOUNT & BOYNE
LINEN COMPANY LITD.
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THIS SEAL IS YOUR GUARANTEE

Manufacturers of

DAMASKS AND HOUSEHOLD LINENS
TAILORS’ LININGS AND [INTERLININGS
~ DUNGAREE DRILLS
SHIRTINGS — TICKENS
ALTAR LINENS
SPUN RAYON DRESS GOODS

.' ¥ Your Draper can obtain supplies from any leading Wholesaler
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Goods woven in Dublin & Drogheda

Greenmount & Boyne Linen Company Lid., Drogheda
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ready-to-wear
suits !

The pick stitch is the extra stitch found
on the edges of the jacket. It is the
mark of the highest grade handcraft suit
and is normally only found in expensive
unhurried made-to-measure tailoring.
Now * Ideal ’ are introducing the pick
stitch in ready-to-wear suits giving them
not only the impressive look but also
the shape and line retaining qualities
of the made-to-measure handcraft suit.

for tailoring
in the grand manner—
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lri.;;l Wenthernrﬁufs Ltd., Curi—ﬁﬂi_:;lin.
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