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Peace

“ Peace on earth to men of good will.”

Tuese worDs form part of that wonderful hymn sung by the
Angelic Choir on the first Christmas night, and at this time every
year they re-echo round the world bringing hope and encourage-
ment to the millions.

What a wonderful image the word peace conjures up in the
human heart! But how seldom do we of this noisy modern age
stop to consider its full significance. Peace, firstly, among the
nations of the world: no fear or danger of the terrible holocaust
which a modern nuclear war would surely cause. Peace, secondly,
in our own homes and families; no quarelling, no petty jealousies,
no bickering; but, instead, a life of joy, happiness and love. Peace,
finally, in our own hearts, peace of conscience, no worries or tensions,
real or imagined. What a heavenly place such a world would be!

And this is the promise of this Holy Season to “ men of
good will.” Yes, we, ourselves, have to make our contribution.
We must be ready and willing to do our share in shaping this
Utopia at all levels. We must be patriotic citizens, ready to live
for our country so that its unanimous voice may influence, by its
practical example, other nations. We must be loving members in
our own families, again showing the way to our intimates,
especially the growing and maturing ones. And we must be true
to ourselves, carrying out loyally and faithfully the duties of our
state, and the dictates of our conscience.

Such is the meaning of this Christmas wish. And on the
fulfilment of the condition depends the execution of the promise.
But, surely, the attainment of the promise is worth the effort en-
tailed. Omn all our readers, near and far, we pray that the Divine
Child and His Blessed Mother may shower down this wonderful
gift of peace, now and always.
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Returned:

We welcome His Lordship,
Most Rev. Dr. Murphy, back
from Rome. He returned on the
5th December.

While we know that the people
of the Diocese have been praying
for the success of the General
Courcil during the past few
months, we remind them to keep
that intention in their prayers
even though the Council will not
re-assemble until September next.

Change of Holydays:

The Feast of the Circumcision,
New Year’s Day, 1s no longer a
holyday of obligation, but the
Feast of the Epiphany, 6th Janu-
ary, has been restored as a holy-
day of obligation.

Feastdays:

January 2nd is the Feast of
St. Munchin, Patron of the
Diocese. The solemn celebration
of the Feast will take place in
St. Munchin’s Church on the
following Sunday, 5th January.

January 15th is the Feast of
St. Ita, Patroness of the Diocese,
and her Feast will be celebrated
in a special way in the parish of
Killeedy.

Archbishop Mannix:

The recent death of His Grace
Most Rev. Dr. Mannix, Arch-
bishop of Melbourne, recalls that
his parents were married In
Croom Church. The entry in the
parish register states that Timothy
Mannix of Charleville and Ellen

Cagney of Dullas, Croom, were

married on 15th February, 1863.
Daniel and Mary Cagney were
the witnesses, and the officiating
priest was Very Rev. John Quin-
lan, P.P., Croom.

CESAN ITEMS

Fr. Quinlan was a native of
Limerick city, being born in the
house at the corner of Bedford
Row and O’Connell Street — now
a branch of the Bank of Ireland.
He was parish priest of Croom
from 1861 to 1892 and is buried
in Croom Church, where there
is a marble slab to his memory.

There are many, many relatives
of Dr. Mannix in and around
Croom and Rev. M. Cagney,
C.SS.R., is a first cousin. An-
other first cousin was the late
Bishop of Ballarat, Most Rev.
Dr. Foley, a native of Ballyhea,
whose mother was also a Cagney.

Lourdes Pilgrimage:

Provisional dates for next year’s
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes
have been arranged. According
to present arrangements the Over-
land Section will leave Limerick
on Wednesday, 5th August, and
arrive in Lourdes on Friday, 7th.
They depart from Lourdes on

Wednesday, 12th, and arrive back
in Limerick on 15th August.

The Invalid and Air Sections
will leave on Friday, 7th, and
retl;]rn on Wednesday, August
12th.

While it is possible that these
dates may have to be changed, 1t
can be taken as definite that the
pilgrimage will leave Limerick
in the first days of August.

The fare and other particulars
have not wyet been worked out,
but these will be announced early
in the New Year. Details about
the Invalid Section will be an-
nounced in all churches of the
Diocese.

Any enquiries about the pilgri-
mage may be sent to: The Spiritual
Director, Lourdes Pilgrimage, 114
’Connell Street, Limerick.

Pre-Marriage Course:

Another series of talks in the
Pre-Marriage Course has just
ended. There were 25 couples
and throughout the eight Sunday
evenings that the Course lasted
there was almost a 100 % attend-
ance. This is proof enough that
those who attended enjoyed and
appreciated the talks given.

It is to be regretted, however,
that so many couples do not avail
of this Course. It is an opportu-
nity that no young person in-
tending to marry should miss.

The next session begins on
Sunday, 2nd February, and will
continue each Sunday evening,
ending on 15th March. For
particulars apply to: The Spiritual
Director, St. John's Presbytery,
Limerick.

Annual Reminder:

When sending greetings to your
friends at Christmas, you should
use only those cards that are
Christian in outlook and design.



FAMOUS LIMERICK LIVES, No. 8

Richard Dean O Brien

C.Y.M.S. — these four letters,
as we all know, stand for a
society which is being revived at
the present time in our parishes
_ the Catholic Young Men’s
Society, The City of Limerick
should have a personal interest in
this body, founded as it was by
one who, though he was not
born in our city, can be regarded
as a Limerick man by adoption.
I refer to Richard Baptist O’Brien,
more popularly known as Dean
O’Brien.

Richard O’Brien was born in
Carrick-on-Suir in 1809, the only
child of his parents. His father
died when Richard was little more
than a baby. His mother found it
impossible to run their grocery
shop without help, so she sold out
her small business and took her
young son to Limerick and settled
in St. Mary’s parish.  Mrs,
O'Brien was by nature a quiet,
devout woman and young Richard
got his first religious instruction
at an early age from her. We must
remember that in the early 19th
century there was no educational
system provided for the masses
in our country, as we have to-day.
The National Schools were not
yet established and what education
there was had to be provided by
the local clergy with the help of
some untrained teachers. The
parents of the children had to
pay towards the cost of these
classes. In spite of such diffi-
culties, the fact that Richard
O’Brien later became one of our
most illustrious scholars and
orators was surely a tribute to
the education provided in these

schools.

EARLY PROMISE

Richard O’'Brien was of a
most studious nature and loved
books. He made full use of the
lending library attached to St.

Mary’s Church andfall§hisfspare
time was spent in reading. His
mother found it hard enough to
make ends meet and Richard had
to leave school at a very early age
and take up a trade to ease the
burden. She had him apprenticed

to a grocer in Mary Street. He
worked hard at the trade, but he
never lost his love of literature
and learning. At that time in the
parish, a group of lay teachers
gave religious instruction to the
children on Sundays, under the
direction of the clergy. Richard
was very interested in this work
and became one of the most dedi-
cated instructors. This was his
first introduction to the work of
Catholic Action and his work in
this field probably inspired him
with his ideals which resulted
later in the foundation of the
society for Catholic young men.
At this period also, Daniel
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By Roisin de Nais

O’Connell was agitating for
Catholic Emancipation. In order
to strengthen the movement,
Liberal Clubs were founded in
most parishes and junior branches
of these clubs were formed so
that the youth of the country
could be instructed in the ideals
of the movement through lectures
and debates. Young O’Brien
became an active member of one
of these clubs and became a loyal
follower of O’Connell and his

national ideals.

HIS GREAT FRIEND

When Richard was about 20
years of age, the appointment of
a young Curate to his parish
was to change the pattern of his
life. Fr. Brahan met O’Brien in
the course of his duties and was
impressed by his ability and zeal.
The two became great friends.
Fr. Brahan was convinced that
O'Brien had a vocation for the
priesthood, but there were many
obstacles. He had but the mini-
mum of education, he had no
Latin, and he still worked as a
grocer’s assistant with little or no
means. Fr. Brahan offered to
teach him Latin and even took it
on himself to provide the neces-
sary funds for his college educa-
tion. The case was brought to
the notice of the Bishop, Dr.
Ryan, who took a personal
interest in the young man, and
arrangements were completed to
have him admitted to St. Patrick’s
College, Carlow, in 1831, as a
late vocation. He went from
there to Maynooth, where he
was ordained in 1839 after a
brilliant scholastic course.

Shortly after his ordination
he was appointed, on the recom-
mendation of the Archbishop of
Dublin, to take charge of a
Catholic college in Nova Scotia.
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In Halifax in these times there were
many immigrants from Ireland
and many were in poor circum-
stances. The Bishop of Halifax
applied to Ireland for help in
relieving the distress of these
people and appealed to the newly-
founded Order of Mercy to
establish a convent in Nova Scotia.
Fr. O’Brien was well acquainted
with Mother Catherine McAuley
and her work for the people
during the cholera epidemic of
1832. As he had been chosen to
take up his post in Halifax, he
was instructed by his bishop to
arrange for a foundation of the
Mercy Order in that city. His
skill as an orator was well known.
He arranged a series of lectures
for the nuns of the Order and so
influenced their foundress that
not only did she agree to send
some of the community to Hali-
fax, but she was determined to
go herself. Her failing health
prevented her from undertaking
the long journey when the time
came to set out for Nova Scotia.

Although he was far from
Ireland, Fr. ’Brien never lost
interest in our country’s affairs.
He followed eagerly the success
of the Repeal Movement and
organised meetings of those who
sympathised with Ireland’s cause
in all the cities of North America.
He spent six years in Halifax,
completing a most successful
mission there,

INTEREST IN YOUTH

He returned to Ireland in the
tragic famine year of 1845, first
as professor at All Hallows Col-
lege and later as Curate in his
old parish of St. Mary’s. He
was a noted preacher, but his
popularity lay even more in his
interest in the parish and the
people, particularly the young
people. He provided night classes
and reading rooms so that the
means of education was not
lacking for all who sought it.
We must remember that this was
a time when the struggle to sur-
vive overshadowed all feelings of

self-respect or position. This was
the problem which Fr. O’Brien
tried to overcome — to restore a
finer outlook to a downtrodden
people. This was a society which
cried out for some leadership — a
cry that was answered by Fr.
O’Brien in the society that he had
planned for the youth of our city.
His ideas came to light at a
meeting held on May 19th, 1849,
in a private house in Athlunkard
Street. It was a small meeting of
about two dozen people, but its
effects were far-reaching. Before
the year ended, it numbered two
thousand members and the
Catholic Young Men’s Society
was already spreading throughout
England. Though religion was
the basis of the Society, the rules
provided for the intellectual train-
ing and moral welfare of its
members through lectures and
debates.

Fr. O’Brien went to Rome in
1852 to work for his Doctorate
of Divinity and took with him
the constitution of his Society
to obtain the blessing of the Pope,
Pius IX. He completed his
studies with distinction, and re-
turned again to Ireland — this
time as Dr. O’Brien — to the
parish of St. Mary’s. He was
senf as professor to All Hallows
College, after a short stay in
Limerick, and remained there
until he was named as parish
priest of Kilfinane in 1858. By
this time his Society had increased
in  membership not only in
England and Scotland but even
in the United States, Australia
and South Africa. What a world-
wide organisation had emerged
from a humble meeting in Ath-
lunkard Street!

LEADER OF PEOPLE

On the death of his old friend,
Fr. Brahan, who was parish priest
of Newcastle West, Dr. O’'Brien
was appointed to fill the vacancy
in 1861, becoming vicar-general
of the diocese. If we can believe
the story that Richard O’Brien

as a boy was cured of blindness
at ‘a holy well near Newcastle
West, his return to this town as
its parish priest must have been
a joyful one for him. The well
has been identified as the well of
St. John the Baptist at Coolisky,
about five miles from Newcastle
West, and the fact that the Dean
mentions such a cure in his book
Ailey Moore, which is really auto-
biographical, seems to give some
credence to the story.

Though politics were barred
from the Society of Catholic
Young Men, Dr. O’Brien never
failed to intervene when important
political issues were involved.,
He resigned his position as
President-General of the Society
in 1864 so that he might be freer
to direct his people when cir-
cumstances demanded it. He was
sometimes denounced as being
unpatriotic in his sentiments,
when he was in fact protecting
patriotism as against politics and
preventing his Society from being
used as a political pawn. He
could be said to be a pioneer in
the Irish Language revival and
started an Irish class in New-
castle West so that the people
might be aware of their national
heritage through their language.
Always of a retiring nature, his
one comfort was literature and
in his novels like Ailey Moore
we really find the spirit of the
man who loved his country and
strived to improve the lot of its
people. He was the author of
two other novels, Jack Hazlit,
A.M., and The D’ Alton’s of Crag.

He was in failing health for some
years before his death, which
occurred in 1885 at the age of
seventy-six. Well was Richard
Baptist O’'Brien referred to as
*that great benefactor of the
youth not only of his own country
but also of every land where the
sons of the Emerald Isle have
found a home.”



Ten Years A-Going . . .

ITH THIS 1sSUE, OUR CATHOLIC LIFE
W has completed its tenth year of publica-
tion. The first issue was published in
April, 1954, It was the late Bishop of Limerick,
Most Rev. Dr. O'Neill, who sponsored the idea
of a diocesan magazine and he wrote a special
message for the first issue. It is interesting to
recall some parts of that message in which Dr.
(O’Neill set forth what the aims of the magazine
should be.

“The people of a diocese should be clearly
conscious of the bond which unites them in and
to their diocese, and should have an active interest
in its affairs. A diocesan periodical is one of the
obvious instruments to develop that conscious-
ness and to promote that interest . . . . .

“It is our duty to widen and deepen our
knowledge and appreciation of the revealed
truths on which our Catholic life is based, and of
the laws of God and the Church by which it is
governed. Accordingly. appropriate contributions
on doctrinal and moral subjects will be found in
these pages, not alone to that end, but also to
serve as an antidote to the erroneous philosophy
of life which is presented by much of the literature
of the day . . . ..

“I am confident that this publication will
contribute much towards the strengthening of that
feeling of solidarity among the people of every
parish which is so much to be desired. Here an
opportunity will be offered to record every scrap
of parish history. Here may be set down an
account of every form of religious activity in every
parish. For example, I shall be much interested
to learn the numbers of its sons and daughters
which each parish has given to the service of the
Church, in the priesthood and religious life, at
home and abroad . . . ..

“ Within the diocese we have many religious
and charitable institutions which contribute, each
in its own way, to the fullness of our Catholic
life. It is proper that all the people of the diocese
should be made aware of the nature and purpose
of these institutions.™

COMMENT

In the ten years of its existence Qur Catholic
Life can justly claim to have followed these aims
and directions of our late Bishop. The magazine
has certainly created a bond of union among the
people of the diocese and everyone i1s now more
keenly aware of and more deeply interested in
the affairs of the diocese. Our Catholic Life is

firmly established among the people and we feel
that many of its readers look forward to its
publication every three months.

Of course, we have not fulfilled the entire
programme as outlined by Dr. O’Neill. For
instance, we have not recorded °every scrap of
parish history.” Neither have we succeeded in
finding out the numbers from each parish who
have followed a religious vocation. Statistics of
this kind are not easy to compile and while an
attempt was made, it did not meet with great
success. Perhaps we shall try again in the near

future.

REVIEW

For the first issue of the magazine in 1954
there were 10,000 copies printed and sold. In the
early years the sales dropped a little, but revived
later on and for the past three or four years we
are printing a regular 11,500 per issue. This is
indeed a very satisfactory circulation.

Again, while the magazine was not intended
as a profit-making venture, we are glad to report
that it has more than paid its way, To date, £625
has been paid into the New College Fund. This,
too, is very satisfactory and it is to be hoped that
in the coming yerrs the magazine will continue
to show a small profit — in spite of the rising
costs of printing and production.

OUR THANKS

We wish to express our sincere thanks to all
our readers who have supported the magazine so
faithfully and constantly in the past ten years;
to those who help to distribute and sell the maga-
zine, especially the many teachers and school-
children. We thank our advertisers for their
support, some of whom have not missed a single
issue, and a final word of thanks to the many
contributors of articles to the magazine. Without
their co-operation and loyalty it would not be
possible to produce the magazine.

We must make mention too of the printers of
the magazine, [Limerick Leader Ltd. We con-
gratulate all concerned on the excellence of their
work and express our appreciation for the con-
stant and willing help given at all times.

OUR CATHOLIC LIFE looks back on the

ten years gone with a deep feeling of gratitude
and not a little pride; it looks forward, God

willing, to a new decade with courage and the
hope of even greater achievement.

—THE EDITOR.



Things Fve Been R eading . . .

pride

Two classes of people make up
the world; those who have found
God, and those who are looking
for Him — thirsting, hungering,
seeking. And the great sinners
come closer to Him than the
proud intellectuals. Pride swells
and inflates the ego; gross sinners
are depressed, deflated and empty.
They therefore have room for
God. God prefers a loving sinner
to a loveless ‘saint.’ Love can
be trained. Pride cannot. The
man who thinks that he knows
will rarely find truth: the man
who knows he is a miserable, un-
happy sinner, like the woman at
the well, is closer to peace, joy
and salvation than he knows.

—FULTON J. SHEEN in Life
of Christ.

courage

It is easy to begin, to continue
and finish need courage.
—RONALD Prus.

discouragement

The most cowardly of all
temptations is discouragement.
—ST. FRANCIS DE SALES.

monotony

We rise unwillingly each
morning, we retire more or less
unwillingly each night, and those
two enclose a pattern of activity
which is best described by the
poet who protested: “ I’ve done
it all a thousand times and all’s
to do again.”

The lives of most of us are
monotonous. It follows therefore
that a sincere Christian will need
patience not ouly for the things
that happen but rather more
especially for the things that
don’t happen. Simeon must have
had dull days in the Temple. The
point is that he didn’t stop going

to the Temple. As a result, he
was there when his great hap-
pening did happen. His patience
with his monotony paid off.
—>More Blessed than Kings.

wanted

One never needs anything until
one lacks faith.
—FENELON,

before the council

There is the vision beautiful of
the Church to which we are
privileged to belong, fulfilling the
Christ-given command of teaching
the mnations. Unshaken she
stands to-day by every adverse
wind that beats against her.
While the religious world about
her is chaos and confusion, she
alone is changeless and un-
changeable. The sects indeed are
growing old as a garment but
she ever remains the self same.
Cities built by human hands
crumble in time in ruins: but that
built by the Divine Architect on
the rock of Peter renews its
strength with the passing of cen-
turies. Truly, Christ is with His
Church, for her marvellous unity
is proof of His abiding presence,
“And not for them only do I
pray, but for them also who
through their word shall believe
in Me; that they all may be one
as Thou Father in Me and I in
Thee; that they also may be one
in Us; that the world may believe
that Thou hast sent Me.”

wish
Lord, give me the strength to
do whatever you demand and
then demand whatever you wish.
—ST. AUGUSTINE.
twelve men

Whenever our civilisation wants
a library to be catalogued, or a

solar system discovered, or any
other trifle of this kind, it uses
up its specialists. But when it
wants anything done which is
really serious, it collects twelve
of the ordinary men standing
around. The same thing was
done, if I remember right, by the
Founder of Christianity.

—G. K. CHESTERTON in The
Twelve Men,

women’s intuition

Women. . . they are marvellous.
They invent hapazard — and, by
miracle, they are right. Not that
it is that really. Women observe
a thousand little details without
knowing that they are doing so.
Their subconscious mind adds
these little things together — and
they call the result intuition.

—AGATHA CHRISTIE in The
Murder of Roger Achro .
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CHURCH HISTORY

B
By Rev. J. Casey, C.C.

Decline and Reform

THE HALF - A - CENTURY that
followed the death of Charle-
magne saw his empire fall to
pieces and the unity of Christian
Europe, which he established,
brought to nought. Under the
stress of civil wars and new in-
vasions, organised religion and
civil society rapidly disintegrated,
as Europe presented a scene of
indescribable chaos.

STATE OF THE CHURCH

In the years between 850 and
950 the state of the Church was
lamentable in the extreme. In
the prevailing lawlessness, dis-
cipline had everywhere collapsed,
while learning disappeared with
the destruction of the monastic
schools. As mno provision could
be made for the formation of
candidates to the priesthood,
ignorance was everywhere rife
with moral standards deplorably
low. And in this setting the
correction of abuses seemed diffi-
cult, if not impossible, as long as
the sees of Western Christian-
dom were filled by nominees of
civil rulers. This system which
originated in the time of Clovis,
and developed in the Church-
State partnership of Charlemagne,
gave to the Church rulers who
were far more distinguished for
ability in military and civil ad-
ministration than for zeal in the
salvation of souls.

THE SEE OF ROME

The See of Rome too had
fallen on evil days. With the
decline of Charlemagne’s empire
and the withdrawal of imperial
the Roman barons claimed the
prerogative of appointing the
Pope, and in disregard of the
traditional rights of the clergy of
the city thrust their own candi-
dates on the Chair of Peter. As
it happened many of the Popes
so appointed were worthy men

and some were sincere reformers.
It is undeniable, however, that a
few were altogether unsuited to
the task of guiding the destinies
of the Church.

CLUNY

A powerful factor in the reform
movement, which got under way
about this time, was the foun-
dation of the Benedictine Monas-
tery at Cluny in Burgundy in the
first decade of the ninth century.
The aim of this new departure
was the restoration of the Bene-
dictine system according to a
strict interpretation of the Holy
Rule and with the Sacred Liturgy
as the centre of the daily life of
the monk.

The recovery of Germany and
the accesion of Otto I to the
throne of a strong kingdom and
the renewal in him of the Holy
Roman Empire gave hope of
better days for the Church. Otto
took a strong line with the
Roman barons, as did his son
and grandson (both named Otto)
and the Emperors Henry 1I and
[II. They ensured the appoint-
ment of good Popes, so that with
the accession of Leo IX in 1049
reform could begin in real earnest.
This Pope personally travelled
through Italy, France and Ger-
many, holding councils, removing
unworthy ecclesiastics and work-
ing indefatigably to check abuses.
The climate had improved so
much that the next Pope but one
to Leo was elected by the Roman
clergy — the first so elected for
a very long time. And later on —
in 1059 — Nicholas II was able
to enact a law in the Council of
Rome reserving the right of elec-
ting a Pope to the Cardinals alone.

GREGORY VII

Op the death of Alexander II,
Cardinal Hildebrand succeeded
as Gregory VII.  Hildebrand,

who was a Benedictine monk,
had been adviser to several Popes.
A man of wide experience, clear
vision and indomitable will, Gre-
gory was convinced that the ills
of the Church sprang from lay
control of ecclesiastical appoint-
ments and was determined to
stamp out this abuse, which was
almost universal.

The Pope who strictly forbade
lay investiture, as this system
was called, under pain of ex-
communication, soon found him-
self in conflict with Henry IV, a
notorious offender who ignored
the Papal directives. Henry was
excommunicated and declared de-
posed, while his subjects were
dispensed from their allegiance to
him. Deserted on all sides,
Henry crossed the Alps in mid-
Winter to beg the Pope’s forgive-
ness at the Castle of Canossa
(1077). This the Pope granted,
but Henry’s submission was short-
lived. As soon as he could gather
an army, the Emperor invaded
Italy and laid siege to Rome.
The Normans of Southern Italy
came to the Pope’s assistance,
but on the withdrawal of the
Germans remained to sack the
city. When they left Rome the
Normans took the Pope with
them virtually a prisoner. Gre-
gory died shortly afterwards at
Salerno, worn out from the long
struggle.

CONCORDAT OF WORMS

Eventually the investiture issue
was resolved by the Concordat of
Worms (1122). In virtue of this
settlement, Bishops and Abbots
were thenceforth to be elected by
proper ecclesiastical electors. In
so far as they held property and
were subject to a temporal ruler
it was agreed that they should be
invested with the temporalities
of their sees by the ruler to
whom as vassals they were subject,
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Q.—What is an indulgence ?

A.—An indulgence is a re-
mission by the Church of the
temporal punishment due to sins
already forgiven. An indulgence
does not take away sins; neither
does it take away the eternal
punishment due to mortal sins.
This is taken away when a rightly
disposed penitent gets absolution
in the Sacrament of Penance.

Indulgences are of two kinds,
plenary and partial. When one
gains a plenary indulgence, it
means that all the temporal
punishment due for sins is wiped
out.
away only part of the temporal
punishment due for sins.

In the early days of the Church,
penitents were given what are
called Canonical Penances to
perform after Confession. These
consisted of certain sets of morti-
fication and self-denial to make
up for the temporal punishment
due for sin. Nowadays when we
hear -of partial indulgences of, for
example, seven vwears, or 300
days, etc., what is meant is that
as much temporal punishment is
taken away by these partial in-
dulgences as would be remitted
by the equivalent amount of
Canonical Penance.

Q.—Was the Mass always said
in Latin?

A.—No. Mass and other
functions in the Church were at

A partial indulgence takes -

-

first carried out in Hebrew, which
was the local language of Pales-
tine in Our Lord’s time. There
is, however, some evidence that
the Apostles from early times
used Greek and Latin.

Latin came to be used in the
Mass beeause it was the principal
and most widely-known language
of the Western world in the early
days of the Church. It has been
retained in the Mass because,
being a * dead language,” i.e.,
unspoken in any country, it does
not change, and the exact and
detailed meaning of the words
always remains the same. A
second reason for the use of
Latin is that the Church is
catholic or universal, and the
use of a universally known lan-
guage 1s, therefore, most helpful.

Q.—What is the priest doing
when he is ** saying his office

A.—When the priest is “saying
his office” he 1s praying the
official public prayer of the
Church. Tt is public prayer in the
sense that “when the priest is
saying it, he not merely prays for
his own private needs, but he
also acts in his capacity as
official mediator between God
and the members of the Church,
Just as the faithful offer Mass
through the hands of the priest,
s0 too when the priest is reciting
his office he represents the people,

Nour
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and they are united with him in
offering the “sacrifice of praise”
to God through him.

lllll

Q.—Why is it that the prayer,
O Jesus, forgive us our sins,
save us from the fires of Hell, lead
all souls to Heaven, especially
those in most need of your mercy,”
Is not said after each decade of the
Rosary in all churches?

A.—The only answer we can
make to this query is that since
the prayer is not a necessary part
of the Rosary, its inclusion or
exclusion will depend entirely on
the person saying the Rosary.

lllll

LQi—Is it a sin fo listen in to
and watch a non-Catholic minister
giving a religious talk on TV, ?

A.—No. Catholics are for-
bidden to take part in non-Catholic
services. Since listening to a talk
by a non-Catholic minister on
television or radio does not in-
volve taking part in a non-
Catholic service, it is not, there-
fore, sinful,

W

Why not send your E;uestinns to:
OUR CATHOLIC LIFE,
St. John’s Presbytery,

Limerick.
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IMPRESS ONS OF AMERICA

JUST RETURNED FROM a three
months visit to the United States,
[ get a welcome home letter from
the Editor suggesting that perhaps
“a lively little article” on my
experiences and impressions might
grace the next issue. Fr. Gal-
lagher mentioned as a kind of
spur to my unwillingness that
this will be the last issue he will
edit and he would like me to be
in it with him. Indeed any un-
willingness I may have felt is set
aside by this appeal. [ remember
well now nearly ten years ago
when the late Bishop, Dr.
(O’Neill, decided to have this
little journal for the diocese. He
entrusted the work to a body of
priests which happened to boil
down to the present Lord Bishop
and myself. We immediately set
about looking for an editor which
in effect meant passing the buck
and it passed into the hands of
Fr. Gallagher. During the ten
years that have elapsed since then
he has built up the journal and
made it quite respectable and I
am very glad to be associated
with him in this his last per-
formance. I retired from the
editorial board, some time ago,
owing to pressure of work and
what I like to call advancing
years, while the other member
of the original triumvirate had
already departed for more obvious
reasons. The magazine under
new editorship, with younger
men and no doubt fresher ideas,
is bound to go from success to
success, but it would be ungrate-
ful in those of us who have been
associated with the early issues,
and indeed in those who have
enjoyed reading them, and I have
no doubt there are many in the
diocese, to overlook the great
service that Fr. Gallagher has

rendered as first editor. An
editor cannot very well say these
things himself so I am very glad
of the opportunity of being able
to say them for him as I believe
they are deserved.

Land of abundance

The first impression 1 began
to form in the United States,
from the time I was whisked off
a Cunarder in New York by a
priest well known in Adare and
district, Fr. James Kelly, was one
of extraordinary abundance, and
this impression remained with me
throughout my time in the States,
abundance of material goods, of
kindliness and hospitality. It is
in many respects beyond doubt
a great country. A small thing
perhaps, but 1 was very struck
by the. fact that in every room
I-occupied in the States whenever
I turned on the hot water tap, or
faucet as the Americans say, hot
water came forth as if nature had
laid it on. The Americans are
the world’s best plumbers and m
that department nothing ever
seems to go wrong! In Chicago
I stayed for several weeks with a
grand old Monsignor of Irish
extraction and more Irish than
the Irish themselves, and I had
the opportunity of observing the
Catholic life of a great city parish.
Schools, where my interest es-
pecially lies, were closed at that
time but I had an opportunity of
meeting many of the young people
coming and going in the rectory.
Pleasant open-hearted youngsters
they were, with very nice manners.
The standard of physical care is
very high, especially of dental
care. I noticed the teeth, 1 sup-
pose, because they are so neglected
at home. [ had no means of

judging if the youngsters were
“soft,’” as the late President
Kennedy seemed to think, but it
did occur to me that psychologi-
cally they grew up too quickly.
They get too much and too soon;
and [ am not thinking only of
material things but of emotions,
anxieties and responsibilities that
have no normal place in young
people’s lives. So many of them
are like children decked out for
adult parts on the stage. The
girls especially — you had to
look sharply, when you heard the
little childish treble, to realise
that this ‘ creation ’ was no more
than 14! They made me think of
the teens I watch going to and
fro on the Shelbourne Road,
where 1 live, carrying no larger
burder than their books, pro-
tected — some would say *re-
pressed® — but free to enjoy
their youth. Still I must allow
for the easy, gracious manners
of those young Chicagoans A
memory 1 hold very dear is of a
visit to a Home, an orphanage of
some sort, where a little fellow
of 8 or 9, a little * tyke,” I believe
the word is, saw me off with
typical American courtesy: *“It's
been very mnice talking to you,
Come again!™

Down in Dixie

During the time I spent in the
Southern States, in Florida and
in Alabama especially, I did
have an opportunity of meeting
the children in their schools. |
have this to say of American
education. It seems to me to
carry a sense of dedication to the
needs of the individual child and
an effort to accommodate to his
capacities that we would do well
to imitate, It is true that we
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can be much concerned about
the status and standards of a
particular school without having
always the same devoted concern
for the individual pupil. There
was, too, more co-operation be-
iween the schools and the parents.
I don’t know if this is true of
American education generally
but it is certainly true of the
Catholic school system, largely
perhaps because the parents have
to pay for these schools (tuition
fees can be as high as £30 or
£40 a year!) and what they pay
for they value, but also, I think,
because of an educational policy
in which the schools seek the co-
operation of the parents and
encourage, I doa’t say the inter-
ference of parents in the manage-
ment of the school, but their
co-operation in the development
of the children. The children
themselves were quite unlike the
brash, disagreeable, over-talkative
youngsters we meet so often in the
cinema. I dare say those kids do
exist, There must be some
ground for the image of American
school children that Taylor Cald-
well lashes so fiercely in The Man
Who Listens. Indeed, I met a
nun from Kansas who took a
very dim view of the nation’s
children. “I've seen it all hap-
pen,” she said, “in forty years,
and I blame it on the educa-
tionists.” But I can only speak
for the children I met in our
Catholic schools. Discipline was
excellent, as far as I could judge.
At the academic level, reading as
an art 15 well done and speech
training is very good. In these
respects the schools would be
considerably ahead of ours. In
organisation also, there is so
much put into administration,
secretaries and the like, they are
away ahead of us. Nonetheless,
in the over-all educational ap-
proach, I could not but notice
an undue concern with the tech-
niques of putting the subject
across, that is to say with
methodology, and too little pre-
occupation with the subject itself.
To this extent, by comparison

St. Pius X school at

with European standards, there]is
a lack of depth in the American
educational product. And it is
not only the over-seas observers
who notice this. I heard it quite
frequently in conversation with
Americans themselves, and many
of their leading educationists are
thinking on the same lines.

The experience, however, that
thrilled me more than any other,
as | made my way through these
Southern States was to see the
wonderful contributions now
being made to the building up
of the Church by Irish priests
and nuns. In the diocese of St,
Augustine in Florida, I was told
some 707 of the clergy are Irish
born, in Mobile, Alabama, some
407%;. Irish nuns are all over the
place, especially the Sisters of
Mercy: it is like a Second Spring
for the daughters of Catherine
McAuley, as Newman would say,
* beautiful to behold!” 1 followed
their path through the State of
Florida, along the Gulf of Mexico,
through Alabama, and into Missis-
sippi. There in Biloxi, I met the
Mother General of the Nenagh-
Birr Mercy nuns, out visiting her
fock — like myself! — and I
remember how she said to me,

B

His Lordship with the Sisters of Mercy from St Mary's, who staff the

Mobile, Alabama.

“Isn’'t it great going home,
Father, to have found them all
so happy.”

Limerick connections

This goes for our own St
Mary’s nuns too. They are very
happy and doing splendid work.
In Rockledge, Florida, in the
Cape Canaveral area we have
ten Sisters, running two schools.
Limerick Mercy Convent girls
will remember them well. Sr.
Benedict is in charge and with
her are Sisters Ephrem, Salome,
Francesca, Domitilla, Immaculee,
Christopher, Anthony, St. Ann
and Theodore. In Mobile, Ala-
bama, Sr. Canice (‘ Kay-nice’
as her new pupils will call her),
heads the school, with Sisters
Martina, Thaddeus, Ligouri, de
Montfort, Gertrude, Goretti and
Clare. It was quite a thrill for me
to meet them in their new sur-
roundings. It was so like old
times, with the one difference
that now we have the boys in
with the girls. The Sisters are
much taken with their boy pupils
and altogether converted to the
idea of having them. We used
have great fun discussing their



exploits. In one school there
was a fine football schedule.
Everything was going well until
a lad with the fine Irish name of
Bradshaw was found to be over-
weight. It was a vital stage in the
League and something had to be
done, so in full toggery with a
nylon cape around him he was
sent galloping around the field,
returned in due course, stripped,
rubbed down and weighed again
in the hope that he had sweated
off the tell-tale pounds. Poor
Bradshaw, aged eleven, we were
all very worried about his weight.
I'm still wondering if he made it.

[ met some priests from our
own diocese doing a great service
for Christ in those mission fields:
Fr. O’Shea from O’Connell Ave.,
Fr. Ed. Kirby of Farranshone,
Fr. Mort Danaher of Ballyhahili,
and Fr. John Bluett, freshly
arrived from his Irish college.

Fr. Danaher is the senmior of
these priests and he has certainly
forged ahead. Now after ten
years in his diocese, he combines
in his one person three posts of
heavy responsibility. He is the
Director of Schools, a job some-
thing like my own, President of a
High School and a Parish Priest.
He rolled out the red carpet for
me in Jacksonville, Fla. 1 have
to thank Fr. Ed. Kirby for an
even more intimate service. With
some American aid, he hauled
me out of the Atlantic at Daytona
Beach when I had suddenly tired,
got into a current and couldn’t

make it.

The Coloured:

[ ought to say something, I
suppose, about the coloured
people. I mean the people, not
“ the situation,” for that is an
American problem, and who are
passers-by to judge it. But the
people, in their predicament, their
struggle and their ideals, did
remind me of what our own
people endured and aspired to in
the early mnineteenth century,
emerging from darkness into light,

winning their little concessions
from the powers that be, hoping
for their ¢children. It came to me
so forcibly one evening in the
coloured university at Tallahassee
where some other Fathers and I
were received by the head coach
in charge of athletics and games.
We had come to see the new
eymnasium just complete, and it
would do your heart good to
hear this man speak of his
“dream of twenty years.” He
spoke as O'Connell might have
spoken to a well-disposed visitor
from the Continent, and not
because we were Catholic priests,
he was not of our faith, but
simply that, like himself, we were
devoted to human beings. He
had something to be especially
proud of, too: Hayes, the famous
sprinter, is one of his products
and Althea Gibson, the Wimble-
don champion. A people on the
way up: the past can only be a
memaory.

I did a little catechizing in a
coloured parish near Mobile, one
morning, driven out there by our
Sisters who take the children for
Sunday-school the year round.
It was a most happy experience.
And I had the happiness also of
being able to attend the funeral
in Pensacola, Florida, of a fine
Catholic gentleman and respected
citizen of this town, Mr. Michael
Mullins, who had come out to
visit his son, Fr. Ray Mullins,
took ill and died, and was laid
to rest with that good priest's
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coloured parishioners. A priest
is not easily moved at funerals,
he attends so many, but this was
something extra. I watched the
clergy in the sanctuary, some
forty of them, a cross-section of
the Irish priesthood, behind me
the parishioners, those in the
front benches distinguished in
their walks of life, row after row
of the Catholic coloured, and in
the choir loft, rendering beauti-
fully the familiar dirge, dark
teenagers bearing the peculiar
stamp that Sisters manage to
imprint on young girls the world
over. A long way from his be-
loved Limerick; but ‘ one Lord,
one Faith, one God and Father
of all’ and he had a grand

funeral. ‘
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The following is part of an
Editor’s Prayer to St Francis,
Patron of Editors: ** Dear St.
Francis, patron of a harrowed
tribe, grant wus thy protection,
Bestow on us, thy servants, a little
more of thy critical spirit and a
little less on our readers; confer
on our subscribers the grace of
condescension in overlooking our
the grace of light in
acknowledging our merits, and the
grace of promptitude in paying
bills.”

;‘unumm AL LA LA LA LA LAAAA A AL LA LL VLA LA VAR VAAYY,

MILK PRODUCTS OF QUALITY
CLEEVES Famous Brand BUTTER

Milk Powders and Cheddar Cheese

$

The Condensed Milk Company of Ireland (1928) Ltd.,

Lansdowne

Limerick

TALL VLI VALV VA LAAALIAAAAAAAAIAIAAAAN



12

WERE YOU SUCCESSFUL with your
Christmas cakes this year? Did
they look delectable when vyou
turned them oot of the tin,
nicely shaped, fruit well-risen,
and smelling deliciously? Mine
didn't! I feel like an utter
“phoney” writing for a woman’s
page when I think of the cari-
cature of a cake that I evolved.
This year I was going to be
exceptionally efficient, the perfect
housewife with everything orga-
nised. The cake would be made
early in November, and sealed
and locked away until the season
— one chore accomplished, I
don’t know what went wrong. I
weighed and sifted, beat and
creamed, heated the oven and
carefully lined the tin. Hour
later, I removed the cake from
the oven. The fruit had sunk,
there was a deep hollow in the
middle of the top, and as a cake
it was a horror. As a pudding
served with custard, it was ac-
cepted on the first occasion, with-
out an ovation, of course. But
when it began to re-appear on
successive days, the family re-
belled at the monotony. It was
even rejected by a gaunt and
hungry tinker, who assured me
that he had nine children, each as
hungry as himself. I wrapped a
great hunk of it in paper for him
to bring away, which he accepted
with fervent blessings. Evidently
his pgrateful appreciation had
waned before he reached the gate
for I found the parcel lying
dejectedly behind the hedge.
Maybe it was as well that the
tinker had second thoughts. What

wWoman's
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would T do if he and the nine
children were to sue me on the
grounds that they had ulceration
of the stomach after eating my
Christmas cake? Once a messen-
ger boy of my acquaintance con-
tracted appendicitis after eating
some rock buns I had given him.
That is a fact, and a fact which
my friends did not let me forget
for a long time. They would
speculate jokingly when they came
to tea on the lethal quality of my
apple-pie, or the stomach-ache
potential of my scones. I lived
that down. After a time the joke
grew stale, and, anyhow, my rock
buns had nothing to do with the
messenger boy’s appendix, who
had been suffering from the
complaint for quite a time. I do
think, however, that the term
“rock buns” is an unfortunate

one, and should be changed on

the grounds that it is suggestive
of acute indigestion.

If the story of my flop and the
incident of the messengear boy has
not frightened you off, and you
are prepared to take a chance
and live dangerously,”here’is the
recipe for another cake:

Fruit Cake: Ingredients — 6 oz.
butter or margarine; 6 oz. sugar:
3 eggs; 10 oz. plain flour; pinch
of salt; 1 1b. currants and sultanas,
mixed; 4 oz. candied peel; grated
lemon rind; 1 teaspoonful bi-
carbonate of soda; 3 tablespoon-
fuls milk. Size of tin: 8 in. dia-
meter by 3 in. high.

Method. Cream together the
fat and sugar and beat in the
eggs one at a time. Add the sifted
flour and salt with the fruit, peel

and lemon rind and the soda dis-
solved in the milk. Mix well and
transfer to the greased and lined
tin. Bake for 2} hours with the
Regulo at Mark 3 (moderate
oven, about 350 degrees). NoTE:
If you use self-raising for this
cake, omit the soda, and make
and bake as directed.

It happens always to me at
Christmas that people call when
the turkey is eaten and the ham is
only a wraith of itself. One does
not like to offer anything so
prosaic as a sandwich and every-
body likes a savoury, so canapés
(those one - sided sandwiches)
seem to be the answer. Arranged
symetrically on a large dish they
look and taste appetising. When
the guests are expected, you can
buy bridge - rolls, or savoury
crackers, or maké some short-
crust pastry and cut it in fingers.
before putting it in the ovens
But if you have droppers-in and
you are unprepared, toast some
one-inch slices or strips of bread
on one side oaly, and use them
as bases for the canapés. As an
alternative, you could fry the
bread fingers in a little butter.
On the untoasted side you can
heap the savoury morsels —
finely - chopped chicken, game,
ham, lobster, prawns, fish with
a well-flavoured sauce, sardines,
cheese, hard-boiled eggs or what-
ever you can muster. Garnish
with something colourful like
parsley, or tomato, or beetroot.

In conclusion, I wish all of you
a happy Christmas and that God
may bless you in the approaching
year.—MARTHA.



The College Players:

The College Players recently
revived Joseph Tomelty’s “ Is the
Priest at Home,” at Amharclann
na Feile for eight nights.

This production marked a very
welcome return to the boards
for some members of this com-
pany who played in the 1956
production and have rarely been
seen since. It was certainly a per-
sonal triumph for producer Tadgh
O’Ceallaigh. There was a smooth-
ness all through that had evidence
of hard work. The comedy was
brisk and the acting all round
was excellent. This play, al-
though described as a comedy,
has a deep sense of tragedy, and
certainly this production extracted
every ounce of it.

Eddie Gallivan playing his old
role of Jimmy (The Curate)
McLaughlin had a wonderful
opportunity to display his talent
for comedy and he grasped it
with both hands. A grand per-
formance. Ger Fulham, as the
priest, looked very well and
played well in a difficult role. 1
felt that he lacked light and shade
of voice at times and there was a
certain sameness in his approach
to each character. Mrs. O'Kane,
played by Biddy McGrath, was a
lovely piece of acting. She
created a new approach to this
part which was very convincing.
Ida Cahill, who incidentally is a
newcomer to me, gave me great
pleasure watching her playing the
part of Mrs. Ballafer so well
This young lady has plenty of
talent and I hope we see a lot
more of her in the coming pro-
ductions. Good performances
and Sheila O’Doherty always go
hand-in-hand and, as Marona,
she gave a beautiful performance.
I also liked Jimmy Queally’s
interpretation of O’Grady, the
local Communist. Tony Lynch,
as the drunk, Ballafer, gave as
usual a fine performance. Andy
Butler, playing Davy, the post-
man, added a touch of the master
to the production. I feel I must
mention Joan Enright’s playing
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of Miss Bradley. Although a
little nervous, she upheld the

standard set by the more ex-
perienced players.

Completing this very fine cast
were Paddy Moran as McNulty,
and Michael O'Riordan as the
American.

Stage Manager was Tom
Chawke; Assistant Stage Manager
was Noreen Williams, and the
set was designed by Billy Walsh.

The Old Crescent Players:

The Old Crescent Players
presented Philip King’s “On
Monday Next” at the Crescent
Assembly Hall on 10th November
for an eight night run. This play
was not a very good choice as it
did not have any message, a

must for any play in order to be
a success. It did give John

Raleigch a break from his usual
type of rule, but that in itself

i3

does not appear to be a strong
reason for choosing such a bad
play.

The production, which was in
the very capable hands of Cyril
Gallivan, was good in spite of
the fact that the pace of the play
dragged very noticeably in parts.

John Raleigh as the * Pro-
ducer ” was excellent and must
have given some members of the
audience an idea of the task of
producing a play. His entrances
through the auditorium could
have been worked out better.
There was a monotonous likeness
about each one, which did not
help the play or the players.
There was a delightful perform-
ance from Nora Byrnes which
helped in no small way towards
the evening’s enterfainment.
There were good performances
from Jane Ormerod, Joe Dundon
and Geraldine Costelloe. I
thought Des O'Malley’s per-
formance was spoiled by a ten-
dency to overact, a fault which he
will have to watch, as it appears
to be evident in 'some of his
recent appearances. Jim O’Don-
nell, Nuala Liston and Des Ryan

completed the cast.

W

The College Players next pro-
duction will be Lennox Robin-
son’s comedy, The White
Headed Boy,” and I am told that
Miss Betty Lawless will be m
charge of production.

Tom and Pascal:

The festive season of 1959
promised to be a very dull one
for the people of Limerick.
Nothing in the way of stage
entertainment was planned 1n the
city and young and old felt that
the radio and fireside would have
to supply that want.

However, into the gap stepped
the two local comedians, Tom
O'Donnell and Pascal O’Grady,
with the first version of Christmas
Crackers.

Oontinued on page 15.
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TIME MARCHES ON. Despite its
abundance of Artic weather, 1963
seems to have passed quickly:
indeed to one in his middle
seventies, time not merely marches
but it seems to be at the double.
Glancing over sports activities
in a general way, both on the
world plane and on the home
front, it has not been a vintage
year. In world athletics, this is
not surprising, as it is pre-
Olympic year and the top-notchers
are timing their preparation to
reach peak form for the searching
tests of the Olympic Games to
be held next year in Tokyo.
What an alluring prospect even
for an athlete who knows he has
very little chance of figuring
prominently: taken on a free trip
across the world to the Far East,
the mysterious East, to the land
of the Rising Sun, an exotic land
so different from the West:
marching in the colourful parade
of the world’s picked athletes in
the stadium hefore the Games
begin, with his country’s flag
floating proudly beside the flags
of the competing nations great
and small, and seeing the world’s
best tried to the limit in the heat
of the fierciest competition.

Baron de Coubertin’s
Dictum

Many years ago, the founder of
the Games, or to speak correctly,
the man who revived the Games,
Baron de Coubertin, said that
taking part was more important
than winning: and it is something
even the humblest athlete can
remember with pride, that he
took part and in taking part
represented his country.  But
while the Baron’s dictum conveys
a fine sentiment, unhappily it is
almost entirely ignored to-day.
Nowadays the emphasis is on
winning, and all too often on
winning at any cost. And. if I
may presume {o express a personal
opmmion, I think that in this
country as in others, and in the
Press generally, too much promi-
nence is given to sport. It has its
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place, but surely there are more
vital and important things in our
lives. Look at the huge sums of
money won by champion boxers,
jockeys, golfers, baseball players,
etc. Too much importance is
attached to winning, which in
turn gives rise to the mounting
tension that leads to foul and
even dirty play in different codes.
A team wins the All-Ireland per-
haps by a lucky score in the last
minute. The whistle goes . . »
they are champions. Impartial
spectators may deem the teams
to be of equal merit. That does
not matter now — jubilany fol-
lowers rush out to hug and clap
and chair off the winners. Next
day the papers carry big head-
lines about them. There is a
triumphal procession home on
Monday evening. The losers
trudge off dejectedly to their
dressing rooms. A few officials
say: " Hard luck! We'll win
next year.” It does not register.
There is keen disappointment
that all their preparations and
training have been in vain. If
one might say so with all reve-
rence, it is well for us poor
humans that Heaven has a dif-
ferent yardstick, and gives high
rewards to all who strive man-
fully.

Some of the big games in 1963

Looking over the year's big
games in hurling and football,
there comes to mind three that
concern losers who could have
and should have won. In the
championship match at Limerick
between Tipperary and Water-
ford, the Tipp. forwards were
guilty of misses that had to be
seen to be believed. Just before
the end, with Waterford leading
by a goal, a famous Tipp. hurler
had the easiest of chances to get

the equaliser, but like many of
his team-mates earlier on, he
failed. Again in Limerick, in the
home team’s league tie with Wex-
ford, our forwards were woefully
at fault. Even the ‘taking of
close-in frees in front of the posts
was deplorable. Chance after
chance was missed, and, to rub
salt into our wounds, we lost by
a point. Much the same story
can be told of Kerry in their
All - Ireland semi - final game
against Galway. Well into the
second half, Kerry had a com-
fortable lead and seemed to be
coasting to victory, when sud-
denly, near the end, Galway struck.
First they equalised and then in
the last minute, sent over the win-
ning point and a stunned Kerry
could do nothing about it. Dub-
lin, the eventual champions, had
the luck to play all their ties in
Croke Park, their home ground,
a decided advantage. A good
but not a great team, I would not
rate them superior to Kerry.
Regarding our own hurlers, there
is still a big question mark. A
good performance is too often
followed by a mediocre or rank
bad one. We look to the future
more with hope than confidence.

Sean O’Sullivan

This grand athlete simply can-
not be kept out of this column,
Last year he became the first
man to win eight Irish titles in
one season. This year he has
given a full repeat of last season’s
performance, winning the 2, 3,
4, 5, 6 and 10 mile champion-
ships, and also the Cross-country
and the 8,000 metres. He broke
his own record in the 10 miles,
and, in addition, won five Munster
titles and the 3 mile All-Army
championship. And now there
emerges a story which takes
some beating. On 17th Novem-
ber last, a Dublin Sunday paper
reported that the N.A.C.A. Coun-
cil had given their- award of
“ Athlete of the Year” to a
Dublin man, D. Toomey. When
challenged about this, the Hon.



Secretary of the N.A.C.A. Council
denied that the Council had done
so, and in his letter, the Hon.
Secretary continues — 1 quote:
““The award of ° Athlete of the
Year ' is made by the Celtic A.C.,
Dublin. I understand that the
committee of this club annually
request twelve persons actively
interested in athletics to nomi-
nate six athletes whom they con-
sider most deserving of the title,
The composition of this panel of
judges is not made known even
to the other members of the panel.
When the nominations have been
returned, the athletes named are
awarded points in the order in
which they appear on each nomi-
nation paper. The aggregate of
points then decides who will be
awarded the title. Some changes

The entire control of the giving
of this coveted award is handed
over by the N.A.C.A. Council to
one Dublin club. This club, as
you can see, acts in the most
secretive manner. The N.A.C.A.
Council does not know, nor does
the public know who are on the
panel of judges: no judge knows
who else is on this panel. Surely
it is time to take steps to stop
this kind of procedure, and we
in Limerick are determined to do
so. Beyond all question, Sean
(’Sullivan is the N.A.C.A. ath-
lete of the year. The N.A.C.A.
Council should control the giving
of its award, and make known
to the public the names of those
selected as judges, as is done in
the case of the Caltex awards.
Limerick N.A.C.A. demands an

may have been made in the inquiry into this whole matter,

modus operandi, but I am not and intends to give it all possible

aware of them!” ... end of publicity.

quote. Now can you beat that? g i yk
SMILES OF VICTORY

i

The captains of St. John the Baptist School's victorious teams :

Leonard Enright (Junior capt.) and Martin Murphy (Senior capt.)
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DRAMA-—contd.

This was the turning point in
the “boys™ lives. They have
since gone from strength to
strength and every Christmas
since have given the people of
Limerick a festive show that has
now become an institution in the
life of our city.

This year the “ boys™ launch
their No. 5 effort and again we
can expect another show in the
same high standard they have set
themselves. They have organised
a very talented and expensive
company and one name that will
be received with much pleasure
is the internationally known singer
of Irish ballads, Eileen Donaghy,
who, I believe, is cutting short
her American tour to keep a
promise to Tom and Pascal by
fulfilling this engagement.

[ had the privilege of seeing a
rehearsal of some of their sketches
and I feel sure that this will be
their best show yet and that in
spite of the severe challenge of
television they will again play to
packed houses. They deserve to!

*

I would like to take this
opportunity of wishing all my
readers a Happy and Holy
Christmas.

AN "l.-"l."'l.“'u'\.-"l. AL

SUPPORT
DIOCESAN
COLLEGE
FUND

Space donated by Irish Wire
Products, Lid,
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Legion of Mary’s Great Apostolic
Work In Britain
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This year 1,500 members of the
Legion of Mary from all over
Ireland went on the Peregrinatio
Apostolate to Britain. Among
them were over 70 Legionaries
from Limerick city and county.
In September, these Limerick
Legionaries held a re-union at
the Immaculata Hall, Hartstonge
Street, at which the above photo-
graph was taken,

Left to right: Brendan
O’Donoghue, Vice-President of
the Limerick Comitium; Robert
Browne, Concilium Representa-
tive from Dublin; Phyllis Con-
naughton, President of the Lime-

rick Comitium; His Lordship the
Bishop; Rev. Michael Manning,
Comitium Spiritual Director, and
Rev. C. McNiffe, C.SS.R., Rector
Mount St. Alphonsus.

The word Peregrinatio was the
Latin word used to describe the
apostolic travellings of the Irish
missionaries in Britain and the
Continent from the 6th to the 9th
century. The modern Peregri-
natio was started by the Legion
five years ago and the number
going to spend a week or fort-
night in apostolic work in Britain
is increasing each year. This
year, as well as visiting London
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and a number of the big cities,
they also visited Wales and the
Highlands of Scotland. Their
main method of making contact
with the people was to visit in
pairs from house to house. Their
objectives were to bring a know-
ledge of the Church and
Catholicism to people often igno-
rant or prejudiced and to bring
lapsed Catholics into contact
agam with their local clergy,
Their mission was highly success-
ful and it is hoped that next year
an even greater number of Legio-
naries will go “travelling for
Christ.”
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FripAay, November 22nd, was
the feast of St. Cecelia, patroness
of music. Tradition has it that
this third century virgin martyr
heard such wonderful sounds
from Heaven that in order to
give expression to them she in-
vented the organ. She belonged
to a wealthy patrician family
whose palace stood on the site
now occupied by St. Cecelia’s
Church in Trastevere, one of the
loveliest churches in Rome.
Having being affianced to a pagan
youth named Valerianus, she suc-
ceeded in converting both him
and his brother, Tiburtius, and
they were both baptised. Not
long afterwards the persecution
of the Christians started and
both those young men were
martyred.  Cecelia was seized
and tortured and then thrown
into the Roman ‘“vapour” bath,
the foundations of which still
exist underneath the church. The
door was locked and the heat
increased so that the bath was
filled with scalding steam. But,
like Daniel in the lions’ den, the
Lord preserved her from harm
and she was found in the morning
kneeling in prayer. Orders were
then given that she be beheaded,
but the executioner failed to sever
her head completely from her
body.
TOMB DISCOVERED

As the centuries passed, the
Christians in Rome forgot her
place of interment and it was
over eight hundred years later,
in 817 A.D., that Pope Paschal 1
asked that a search be made for
her tomb in the Catacombs of
St. Callistus. Prolonged explora-
tions, however, failed to bring
any result. Then shortly after
midnight one night, when Matins
had concluded in St. Peter’s, the
Holy Father fell asleep in the
church. In his sleep he beheld a
vision of Cecelia, who told him
that he had been so near her m
the previous day’s search that

ﬂﬂ Music

she could have spoken to him,
Work was immediately resumed
with renewed vigour and con-
fidence and the tomb was soon
discovered. A coffin of cypress
wood was first revealed and when
this was opened the incorrupt
body of the saint was seen
“lying as if she had just fallen
asleep.”

IMAGE OF THE SAINT

The coffin having been closed,
the tomb was sealed again and
was not re-opened until 1579
when Cardinal Sfrondati re-
quested the sculptor, Stefano
Maderna, to make an exact copy
of the saint’s body in marble.
Maderna’s work can now be seen
beneath the altar in the church
in Travestere, and a replica of it
is in the tomb in the catacombs
where the body was discovered.
It shows a young girl, with
averted head, lying on her right
side and apparently asleep. The
mark of the executioner’s sword
is to be seen on her neck and her
fingers are crossed in a manner
which to some people suggests a
Sign of the Cross, while others
regard it as a symbol of the
Blessed Trinity. Miniatures of
this work and picture postcards
of it are on sale all over Rome.

INSCRIPTION

Maderna’s inscription on his
work when translated reads:—
“ Behold the body of the most
holy virgin Cecelia, whom I my-
self saw lying incorrupt in her
tomb. In this marble I have
made for you the image of that
saint in the very posture in which
I saw her.”

Cecelia is one of the saints
mentioned in the Canon of the
Mass and she is also remembered
in the Office where the priest
reads: © While the musical mstru-
ments were being played, the
virgin Cecelia made music in her
heart to God.”

—Mairtin O Corrbui,

OBITURY

The death took place on
November 21st, at St. John's
Hospital, of the Very Rev. Cor-
nelius O’Sullivan, parish priest
of Askeaton. He was aged 72.

The late Fr. O’Sullivan was a
native of Athea. After his pri-
mary school course there, he
entered St. Munchin's College,
where he finished his secondary
course in 1908. At the end of
that year he was nominated as a
student for the Diocese at May-
nooth College. With him went
Patrick Feely, Thomas Mortell
and Patrick O'Neill: the last-
named destined to become in
time Bishop of Limerick. The
group was later joined by Ed-
mond R. McCarthy and Michael
Twomey and all six were ordained
on June 20th, 1915.

After a period spent as curafe
at Banogue, Fr. O'Sullivan joined
the staff of St. Munchin’s College
in 1918. He was appointed curate
at Monagea in 1920, was trans-
ferred to Askeaton in 1924 and
in 1926 to Clarina, parish of
Patrickswell. His next appoint-
ment was as curate at Brufl in
1931 and from there he was sent
in 1938 to take pastoral charge
of the parish of Cratloe. He left
in 1944 to become parish priest
of Killeedy and in 1953 he was
appointed Pastor of Askeaton.
He had been in failing health
for a couple of years and he was
the survivor of the Limerick
p]riasts of the 1915 Maynooth
Cid 55,

Fr. Con., as he was familiarly
called, had an abiding interest in
the Irish language revival and in
all that pertained to the Gaelic
way of life. Irish traditional
music held a special place in his
affections and his rendering, vocal
and instrumental, of Irish airs
was welcome at many a social
function. He will be remembered
for a very kindly and gentle
manner. Reguiescat in pace.

C 36476
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Around The Parishes

For THIS 1SSUE we begin with an
item of diocesan interest. The
setting up of part of St. Michael's
parish into the new parish of Our
Lady of Lourdes brings the total
number of parishes in the diocese
to fifty for the first time. We
have been looking up our history
and we recall again for the bene-
fit of our readers the changes
that have taken place over the
past hundred vears or so.

Just two years ago Our Lady
Queen of Peace parish was estab-
lished as a separate unit, breaking
away from Donoghmore. In
1864, Templeglantine became a
parish, separating from Monagea;
in 1861, Ardpatrick separated
from Kilfinane, Banogue from
Croom; in 1859, Colmanswell
from Bruree, in 1855, Loughill
from Glin and, in 1854, Manister
from Fedamore., The only other
notable change was in 1892,
when the parish of Colmanswell
was united with Ballyagran. So
that at the beginning of 1854
there were forty-three parishes
in the diocese.

BUILDING

Building figures very promi-
report.

nently in this issue’s

Our Lady Queen of Peace parish
reports that it has been decided
to commence the extension of
the parish church costing £30,000
in a little over a year from now.
The extension will inerease the
capacity of the church to nearly
a thousand people and it will
take the form of a semi-circular
addition at the altar end. A
feature of the completed work
will be the Communion Rail
completely circling the altar.

Work on the new housing
estate of 250 houses which the
Corporation are to build in the
fields at the back of the church
has not yet commenced, but it is
stated now that a start will be
made immediately after Christ-
mMas.

From the same parish, we hear
that work on the new Presentation
Convent and girls’ school will
begin early in the New Year.
This new school will cater for an-
other 450 girls and will also have
an infant boys’ section. The
existing school has 700 girls on
roll. The new convent is badly
needed, as the Presentation Con-
veilt in  Sexton Street is now

Group of Union of Prayer Promoters who attended the Regional Conference in St. John’s

Pavilion recently.

much too small for the size o
the community.

News from other parishes about
building is as follows: Croom:
contract for a new four-room
girls’ school has been signed.
The existing school, which is a
hundred years” old and in ex-
cellent condition, will become a
boys’ school. Manister: a site
has been secured for a new
school to replace the old building
at Ballymartin. Ballyagran:
church renovation is ahead of
schedule. This parish has a big
programme as  Colmanswell
Church and three schools are in
need of repairs. Reckhill: the
new school at Bruree is well ad-
vanced. It will be a four-room
building, costing £16,000. Kil-
mallock: the Church of SS. Peter
and Paul has undergone extensive
repairs, The new Technical
School is nearing completion and
will be open for students next
September, while a site for a new
boys’ school has been secured near
the church. Ardagh: the new
school is under construction.
Newcastle West: the school at
Killoughteen is almost completed,
while the plans for a girls’ schooj




in the town have been sanctioned.

A new school has been opened
at Ahalin, Clouncagh, at the cost
of £19,000. It was blessed by
Very Rev. T. Costelloe, P.P.
Another new school was recently
opened at Ashford.

LETTERS TO EMIGRANTS

We have seen the first issue of
a Newsletter for Emigrants, pub-
lished by the Limerick Emigrant
Welfare Bureau. It has eight
pages of items from the different
city parishes and should be of
great interest to emigrants from
Limerick. It will be published
each month.

A number of parishes in the
country have been sending letters
to emigrants for quite a while,
as, for instance, Croom, where
this project is almost two years
in existence. The Senior Praesi-
dium of the Legion of Mary in
Our Lady Queen of Peace has
now begun this work. We would
like to hear from all the parishes
that are engaged in this work and
to hear their comments on its
usefulness.

VARIA

Rockhill reports the planting
of 5,500 trees which was carried
out by voluntary effort under the
leadership of the local clergy.
This plantation is to the rear of
the church and it should add
very much to the present site as
well as forming a shelter belt.

A branch of the Credit Union
has been established in Kilmal-
lock and it is hoped that it will
be a success.

Glin has a few items as usual.
Bishop Collins, of Ballarat, Aus-
tralia, on his way to the Council
stayed a while in Glin to visit
his cousins. Both his father and
mother were born in Glin parish,
but did not meet until they went
to Australia. His mother, whose
maiden name was Fitzgerald,
was born in 1864, the same year
as Archbishop Mannix.

A new and painless method of
fund-raising has been launched
in Glin. Fach family has been
asked to give a party in their
own house and the guests are
asked to give a gift or donation
to the Church. The parties have

19

a great social value and are much
enjoyed by all taking part.

Qur Lady Queen of Peace
have many fund-raising cam-
paigns. Recently they held their
‘Young at Heart’ Ball in 5t
John's Pavilion. The well-known
pair of comedians, Tom ’Don-
nell and Pascal O’Grady, kept
the * Ball * rolling.

This parish will be holding
their annual Social early In
January in St. John's Pavilion,
while last year’s great success —
“The Tops of the Town' Inter-
Firm Concert Competition —
will be held again this year,
beginning on Sunday, 12th Janu-
ary, at Amharclann na Feile in
O’Connell Street.

ARDPATRICK

The commemoration recently
of the 50th anmiversary of the
death of Canon Shechan recalls
his association with the Ard-
patrick area. One of Canon
Sheehan’s best-known novels is
Glenanaar, which is a townland
in this parish. [ wonder how
many have read this great book.

Ok Ok
HOME FROM
GENERAL COUNCIL

Most Rev. Dr. Murphy, Bishop
of Limerick, and Most Rev. Dr.
Rodgers, Bishop of Killaloe, ar-
riving at Shannon Airport on
their way home from the General
Council.

As our readers are aware, the
Council has passed a new Decree
on the Liturgy of the Church
which will mean many important
changes in the Mass and the
Sacraments. In our next issue
this Decree will be discussed fully
in a special article.

o ok e
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PARISH OF ARDAGH

By MACHA

A Historic Townland

ONE FINE Sunday morning last
June a congregation of some
hundreds gathered on the eastern
slopes of Slieve Luachara to
attend open-air Mass. The place
was a sheltered grassy hollow,
300 feet up the side of a hill in
the townland of Ballyine. This
secluded spot is known locally as
Clais a’ Sagart, for it was here that
Mass was said during the troubled
Penal Times.

To pay homage to the memory
of those brave pastors and their
faithful flock a Shrine was erected
here in 1954, Marian Year. A
beautiful figure of Our Lady,
beneath a blue and white canopy,
stands seremely over a simple
stone altar. The quarter-acre
"sanctuary’ is neatly planted with
flowers and shrubs. The parishio-
ners of Ardagh and, in particular,
the local people who co-operated
m  building the memorial can
well be proud of this magnificent
tribute to our persecuted fore-

fathers.
EARLY SETTLERS

From Clais a’ Sagart there is
a stiff climb to the 1,000 foot,
flat-topped ridge of Macha, the
highest point in Ballyine. Quarter-
mile due south is the better-known
peak of Cnoc an Iompatha,
Turnhill, 132 feet higher.

Looking southwest from the
Shrine, it is possible to discern
half-a-mile away an ancient fort
called An Sidhean. This single-
ring earthwork, from its nmame,
must have been associated with
some of the earliest settlers in
Ireland, possibly the Tuatha de
Danann. It is seldom one finds a
rath on the 500 foot contour line
on a steep hillside. Doubtless,
these early inhabitants retreated
here to the security of the wooded
hills when driven from the fertile
plain by superior invaders.

OLD MILL

It is very probable that this
ancient fort has given its name to
the townland, Baile in tSidhean
corrupted to Baile Shidheain and
then to Ballyine. This is the
largest townland in the parnish,
with an area of 875 acres. The
land varies from bogland, heath
and rushes at 1,000 feet on the
bleak hilltop to some excellent
grazing land 700 feet lower down
at the Old Mill. This must be
excellent tillage country too, for
this was once an intensive corn-
growing district — a fact borne
out by the recent discovery of the
original *Old Mill,” or rather
mills, about 200 yards upstream
from the bridge.

The stone foundations and
numerous parts of the mill wheels
and millstones of two mills were
excavated here under the super-
vision of Prof. M. J. O'Kelly of
Cork Public Museum. All the
wooden parts and several pivot
stones are now preserved in the
Museum in Cork. An unique
feature of these mills is the fact
that the water power was derived
from two different streams, one
beside the mills, the other an in-
credible 14 miles away. It would
seem that for some reason, pos-
sibly a very dry year, the nearby
stream failed to drive the muill
At this stage one would expect
these expert engineers to admit
failure and abandon the mills.
But these early tillers of the soil
were resolute men. There was
water power a mere 14 miles
away in the Dually stream. All
they had to do was to dig a
trench to divert the stream into
the mill pond. It took some
organisation and no little engi-
neering skill to construct this
waterway with no heavier equip-

ment than the spade and shovel.

From the five crossroads — the
only one in the parish — at the
Old Mill Bridge, the Boherban
leads through the townland of
Ballinalena, Baile an Aonaigh, to
Carraig a’ Mallacht, present-day
Ashgrove. The huge rock which
named the townland stands in a
field about a half-mile from the
cross. A narrow boreen on the
right takes one to a small circular
fort. It is known as Boherna-
breena, the road of hospitality; no
doubt a welcome road and a well-
known road to the traveller of
yore going to visit the fort.

CENTENARY RE-UNION

On August 7th, 1962, open-
air Mass was celebrated for the
second time within a few months
in Ballyine. The occasion was
the centenary re-union of Bally-
loughane School, a half - mile
south of the Marian Shrine.
Built exactly 100 years ago, and
still in excellent shape, the school
was opened by the then Earl of
Devon, landlord of the district
and one of the ‘good’ landlords.
His Lordship, not very sure of
his geography, incorrectly named
the school Ballyloughane. This
hillside centre of learning is, of
course, well and truly in the town-
land of Ballyine. But the wrong
name stuck and will hardly be
changed now after a century.

After Mass, celebrated by Fr.
(now Canon) O'Brien, P.P., as-
sisted by Fr. O'Connor, C.C.,
300 past and present pupils joined
i the festival. No less than ten
octogenarians attended, all hale
and hearty. Among them came
one from Philadelphia, and there
was one nonagenarian, Mrs. Han-
nah Hefternan, who has since
gone to her reward. R.LP.



Vatican I, a Struggle of Minds.
By E. H. Schillebeekx, O.P. 6/~

The Johannine Council. By
Bernard Hiring. 10/6d.

Both from GiLLs, 1963.

Here are two books on the
Vatican Council that are * dif-
ferent.” We have had millions
of words published in the English
language alone on the speeches
of the Fathers and on the different
trends of thought among them.
A few of the best-sellers profess
to give us the “inside” story of
the disagreements that frequently
arose, and to outline for us a
comprehensive picture of the
leading personalities, their charac-
ters and motives, set in a back-
ground of intrique and manoeuvre
that would do credit to a Tam-
many Hall convention. No
matter to what extent such ac-
counts may reflect the reality, 1
suggest they are superficial and
misleading.  The phrase “the
winds of change” has been
much used in reference to present-
day theological thinking, both in
dogma and in moral theology.
It is possible that much of the
popular writing on these matters
fails to make clear how profound
and far-reaching may be the
offects of this modern develop-
ment. Well, in any short list of
Europe'’s leading theologians of
to-day, the Dutch Dominican,
Schillebeekx, and the German,
Fr. Bernard Hiring, are bound
to be named. In each of these
little books one finds a brilliant
modern mind cutting straight
through to the heart of the matter
in explaining to us how the two
great trends of theological thought
at the Council diverged from one
another. Fr. Hiring emphasises
the fact and demonstrates Very
strikingly in his analysis of the
chief items on the programme
before Vatican II that Pope
John's wish to carry out that
renewal of the Church so dear to
his heart through an essentially
Pastoral approach seemed to be
succeeding well.  Fr. Schille-
beekx, using somewhat different
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terminology — the essentialist
as opposed to the existentialist
way of thinking — gives us an
equally clear picture of the two
schools of thought.

In Monavalla, by Joseph Brady.
GiLLs, 1963. 25/-.

This author’s first novel, The
Big Sycamore, was an instant
success. 1 don’t think there 1s
any danger that this, his second
novel, will do anything to lessen
his reputation. From the very
first moment of Fr. Martin Fitz-
gerald’s setting out as a young
priest for his temporary mission
in Brooklyn diocese in 1917, it is
clear that the author is a born
story-teller. About a third of the
book is set in the New York of
1917 to 1920, where we are
treated to a kaleidoscopic picture
of the scenes and incidents crop-
ping up in the 24-hour day of a
priest in that busy city parish.
Then, too, these were stirring
times for the Irish in America.
The fight for freedom was on at
home and its repercussions in the
Qtates were at times explosive.
Mighty figures such as John
Devoy, Cardinal O’Conaell, and
others are described here by a
man who obviously was in touch
with many of the leading figures

and the unfortunate divisions of

the time. The return of Fr.
Fitzgerald to Ireland places him
in a setting that provides a
striking contrast to busy Brook-
lyn. Here in a remote parish in
the Wicklow mountains, we find
it hard to imagine that a mere
thirty years ago the pace of life
was so different from now. The
story is still full of a quiet humour,
recording the joys and sOrrows
of the sheep-farmers and stone-
cutters who inhabited the area.
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The Nun in the World. By
Cardinal Suenens. BURNS OATES.
12/64d.

Here in an application by one
of the really great figures of the
present Church Council to a
particular situation — the place
of the nun in the world of to-
day — an application of all that
is best in modern Pastoral or
Existcntia}ist theology. There is
literally nothing missing in the
author’s treatment of his subject.
In his examination of the his-
torical background, in his analysis
of the world we live in with its
great changes and new values,
of the position of women In
general in that world and of the
female religious in particular, he
prepares the way for those posi-
tive suggestions concerning change
and adaptation in the religious
life that come to us with the
force of a revelation. All the
time there is evident an un-
bounded charity and appreciation
for existing forms.

The Church in the Nineteenth

Century, Germany, 1800—1918.
By Alex Dru. BURNs OATES.
9/6d.

Another excellent addition to
the Faith and Fact series dealing
in considerable detaill with a
period and with Catholic move-
ments and personalities which
receive scant enough attention in
the more general histories.

%
OTHER NOTICES

From CLONMORE & REYNOLDS

Margaret Roper, eldest daughter
of St. Thomas More, by E. E.
Reynolds.

Blessed Rafaela Maria Porrus,
éﬂjﬁﬂ—lﬂﬁ, by William Lawson,

Helps to Happiness, by John
Carr, C.SS.R.

The People’s Mass Book, by
Rev. J. Fennelly. GiLLs. 1/6d.
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Xz Limerféclt .'E"I‘_:Fiegt i/ il 100 0 O
Very ey ohn I

E.P., Giei:nr-i:e il 100 0 0O
ﬂ.ug‘ust. nian e ) 'EEI'E*

Limerick .. 100 0 O
Mr. Thomas Purc:ell Bally-

grennan, Bruaff 100 0 O
Rev. P. J. Danaher, DMI.

Hii-‘:;urn,RIécrndunM R 100 0 0O
Per Most v. H. Mu Y,

DD. .. > 100 0 O
Very Rev, Dﬂnle] Dcrﬂt-ellﬂ,

P.P., Monagea .. 100 0 O
Mr. James Crowley, ‘New-

caztle West .. .. .. 100 0 0O
“ Limeriek Priest” .. 100 O O
Mr. John C. Thn::m];raﬂn,

Fort View, S.C.R., Lime-

Aok oL e e e e DO B R
Anon., per ver:.r Hﬂ'-f, D.

Rea, PP. .. v «« 100 0 O
Anonymous .. T asdane 1O A
“ Limerick Priest i 100 O O
Anonymous va o es 100 0 0
CYMSI, St. John's,

Limerielt .. .. .. .. .: 100 O O
Mrs. A. O'Mara, Mew

Strand House, Limerick 100 0 0
“Limerick Priest™ .. .. 100 0 O
M/!'s. Wm. Lioyd & Co. Ltd.,

O'Connell St., Limerick 100 0 0O
Anonvmous .. e s 100 O 0O
Very Rev,. Michael Purtill,

P.FP.. Parteenn .. ER 0 0
Mr., J. Madden, * Gappa-

more,” N.C.R., Limerick 50 0 0
Mr. W. H O'Donnell,

B.cﬂm-q F-C-A-.. EE chﬂlt_

ne:l 5t., Limerick .. B0 O 0O
ﬁnunsrmﬂus Sy 0 0 0
Redemptorist Fathers,

Retreat House, N.COH.,

Tamaeriel .o s S s Bl
Anon., per Rev. T Cul-

hane, D.O. .. 60 G O
Anon., per Rev, .:F Gﬂ.lﬂn. 50 0 0
M/s. Dan O'Connor Ltd.,

Upper Willlam St., Lime-

o 122 SR (PG 1§ [ | O
M/s. National BEHH{. Co

Ltd.. Broad St im

rick .. 80 0 0
M/s. Limerick Dairies Ltd.,

Dublin Hoad, Limerick 50 0 0
M/5. Mational H.ue,l:s Litd.,

Broad St., Limerick .. 50 0 0
M/s. Looney & Co., Gerald

Griffin 8t., Limerick . 50 0 0O
Jesuit Fathers The Cres-

cent, Limerick .. a0 0 O
Mr. Martin Tynan, Eniici-

tor, Limerick .. B0 0 0
Miss Catherine Tj-nan.

Solicitor, Limerick 50 0 O
M/fs. Etenms]]ln Co. Ltl.i.

Dock Road., Limerick 50 0 0O

ege Subscription List
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Very Rev. James Canon
Cowper, DD., PP, ‘E.LF'
Kilmallock

“Limerick Priest” .. ..

“ Limerick Priest" e

Very Rev. P. C. Canon
Lynch, P.P., V.F, ﬂbhe,?—
feale i

“ Oo. lee:'ick P P i ir

“ Limerick Priest®™ .

“ Limerick Diocesan Priest“
Very Rev. Patrick Lmnm
P.P., Ballin arry g
s Limeri-:l: . BT Lo
“ Limerick Priﬂst r sl

“ Limerick Priest ™

Most Rev. Michael Eruwnﬂr
DD. Galway .. ..
" Co, Limerick PPR." ..

Rev. Mortimer Danahe r.
Florida, U.S.A. ..

Mr. O'Riordan & Building
Stall, Diocesan College

Mr. DD, J. O'Brien, FPRICS.,
E'i::kﬂ’ﬂnnnell 8t., Lime-

Officers” Mess, Sarsfield
Barracks, leerlc}}: T L

M/s. May Roberts (Ireland)
Il':aitdr Bank Place, Lime-

Mis, . J. E.nr.:he &. Enns
Ltd., Upper Willilam 8t..

v Limel}':{cp 'i.v-:.h -
appag ar ]JEI EI‘S’
Rev. E. Mn[:ﬂ,rthsr. PP

Mr. John Culbane, New-
town House, Gharievﬂle

Convent of Mary Repara-
trix, Laurel Hill &venue
Limerick .. ..

Anonvmolis .. .

Mr. Cecil Keves, Elm Ludg&.
Ennis Road. Limerick ..

Anon., Paltaskemy

“ Limerick Priest "™ .

Limerickmen’'s ﬂs.sﬂclatinn
Birmingham ..

Mr. Patrick Gullen 18
. Rhebogue Ave., Corbally,
‘Limerick .. . ,

Mrs. Humphlejra. Glen—
baven. Limerick o
Right Rev. Mun31gn=::t'
Healy, Australia .. .
Legion of Marwy, Limerick
Mrz. A. O'Donovan, “ St.
Anne’s," Barrmgmn 51:
Limerick .. . ;

“ Limerick Priest'

“ Limerick Priest ™ s

Mr. Dermot Madden, B/E,,
Adare .. .

Mr, T. N. DShaug‘hnes&y.
V.5, Kilknockan, Adare

Right Rev. Monsignor Wm.
O'Donnell, Los Angeles

Very Rev. G. 0O'Sullivan,
Marina, California ..

Pupils of Ardpatrick
National School .. ..

Rev. Liam Storan. U.S.A.

Very Rev. D. Hartnett.
Leyvton, England

Very Rev. P. J. Reeves,
St. John's ..

Rev, Michael A, MEehan
Clifton .. ;

Anonymous, Glin .
Anon., per Very Rev, H.
Rcan%n ??ﬁunnm P.P. ..
Bv atric Crowley,
Dublin .. .. :
Mrs. Gaffney, Garl::alry.
Kilmeedy .. ,. .. .. ..
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Miss M. Fltzgerald. N.T.,
Devon Road, Ahbasrreate
Ve Rev. T. Murphy,
Abbeyfeale ..
Rev. T. McNamara. Irish.
Cenftre, London ..
Mrm"lfm Mccartrh?. Lime-
r s
Miss E. Nevin, N.T., 3 Cres-
cent Villas, D'G{:nnﬂll
ﬁva Limerick .. .. ..
D, Vaughan, C.C.,
Dublin o
M/s, Guveudish Furniture
Co. Ltd., Limerlc]: = 4
veaerRev P oI, M{:E‘ernan
Mr. Brsran Mmr&. "Adare
Rev. John Hannon, U.S.A,
Rev. J. J. Gilligan, Eng-
1Y et T R
Mr, W. W. Gleeson,
 Exchange 8St., Limerick
‘A Helper,” Limerick ..
Rev. J. Hennessy, Milford
House, Limerick ..
Ball*_r.r-

Mrs. B. Kirwin,
culhane, Kildimgo .. .
Miss Monica Jones, 21 Upper
Mallow St., Limerick

. M-::Eann 4 D'Gn -
nell Terrace, Limerick ..
Miss J, McGann, 4 O'Con-
nell Terrace, Limerick ..
Mrs. B, MeGann, Glen-
I;flfzne’ Ennis Road, Lime-
o . .
Dr. J. B EEI]F, F.R.OSI.,
Croom .. .
Mr. J. Drinan F.rnwm'n.ru-
shandrum .
Miss B. Houlihan, {E,FD a1
Upper Mallow St., Lime-
mm]if ‘Seannell,

‘5 anne Mulgrave
St., Limerick .. .. E
ﬁnﬂn}*muus P PR G e
‘Ue}i;r Rev, Em. a2, I
ealion, CB.S., Glin

W Guinane Sussex
Rev Ronald Nevllle C.F,
Dublin .. .

i{llLime.':'l::}v.l:Tr Pﬂeﬁ z =¥
r E ep ayorstone,
Limerick .. . ?
Mr. P. Crow ne1
Ruu.d IR
Limerlck-‘!{ﬂrwmens Aasu-
clation ..
Mizg Shaarln. Laurel THill
Convent, Limerick .. ..
Mr., J. Condon, N.T.,
Martinstown .. .
Mr, Joseph Whelan Hemy
St., Limerick ..
Mr. M. O'Brien, Beaupmn
Shelbourne Park, Lime-
" ﬂrﬁﬂki st,” E w
riest," ng‘lzmt:l ik
Rev. P. Fltzgerald DGLr
MF G,;r Rﬂthkeahﬂ ey
i anaher,
Ardagh N.T.
HT

Mr. P. O'Sullivan,
Mﬂrdag «d s
I's. and Misaea DFarr 11
Mr. C. A, Crabiree, Wﬁ’e;l—
g!ali{th Ennls Ha:bad Lime-

Anonymous .. .
Mr. D. Dl’.‘:nnnﬂr scninr.

Adare ..
Miss K. D'Dﬂnnell ﬂrag—
" Galway Priest” .. .

Ennis

more, Askeaton .
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“ Cashel Priest™ .. .. .. 2 0 0
Mr. L. McMahon, H.T,.

Limerick .. .. .. 2 0 0
Anonymous .. 114 0
Mr. James Houlihan,

Kilmeedy .. 1 0 0
Miss McNamara, Bﬂ.ll,r.-r-

goughlan, Glin .. . 1 0 O
Mrs, E. M::Namai'a, BaH:.r-

goughlan, Glin .. .. .. 1 0 0
Miss ary Hogan, Adare 1 0 0O
Mizsses Quirke, 13 TUpper

Glerald Griffin 8t., Lime-

rick 1 0 0
Mrs, M. H&Dnau, EBallina-

CUrra . 1 ()]
Miss Joan Hﬂllﬂnd Bulilna.-

curra .. . p R i R 1
Anonymous .. 13 0
Miss K. Walsh, Eallyneety

Shanagniden iR 10 0
Mr.. W. O'Su'livan, Cor-

bally .. 10 O
Mrs. CIEEE", St. Munchin’s 10 ©

26,662 10 1

OTHER PRIVATE SUBSCRIPTIONS
(April to November)

2 =5 d4d.
Most Rev. H. Murphy,

D.D. .. 1,000 0 ¢
PEE: !ﬁmat Rev. H Murph:.r.

12 3
Right Rev. Mg] Mau‘rlce

Downey, P.P., Hebmska.

U.S.A. o 366 3 7
Limerick Prlest s 200 0 O
Editr.‘nr" “Our Gathu‘lic

Life ’ A = 100 0 0O
Limerick Frmsq; i 100 0 0

non., per Very Rev. P ..'I

Ganc&n Lpe, PP 82 0 0
Anon., per ‘.Fer:. Rev. P. J.

ﬂﬂnun Lee, PP. . B0 0 0
Very Rev. John Halpin,

est Virginia, US.A. 3511 1
Anon., per Very Rev. D.

Gallagher Adm, .. 20 a9 0
Mrs. D'Dunuva,u Barrlng—

ton Street .. i a0 0
Co. Limerick P.P. i 268 0 0
Anon., Dublin, per Rev.

R. Costello. 0 25 0 0
Anon., per Most Rev. H‘

Murp ¥. DD, .. 20 0 0

Pm.-mr MPSI

12[-?! O'Connell St. .. .. 25 0 0O
Anon., per ‘i-"er:.f Rev. D.

RE!H. B.P. 20 0 O
Very Rev. R. L*mne. FP

Dorset, England .. .. 20 0 0
Anon., per Most Rev. H.

Murphr.'. DD, .. T 15 0 ©
Anon., per Most Rev, H.

Murphy. DD, .. i 12 18 B
Anon., Newcastle West .. 10 0 0O
Miss Mar:.r Birrane, 8.1N..

St. Camilius' Hospital & 0 0
Mrs. Lombard, The Manse,

Fermoy .. § 0 0
Mlil éj Nix. 2 WEEtﬂEIdE :

o 0
Mrs, Higgfns " Verona

Esplanade .. . i 5 0 0
Anon., O'Connell Ave. .. B 0 0
Anan, per Rev. €. Col-

ling, C.O. .. i 3 0 0O
Mr. R. Johnson, Fﬂ:mes s 210 0
Anon. .. : 2 0 0
Mr. C. O'Dwyer, 54 South

Hill, Dartry, Dublin 2 0 0
Mr. Thomsas Hartigan,

Flood St., Killales .. 1 0 0O
Anon., 8t. John's Parish 1 0 0

£ s d.

Miss T. Fogarty, Pearse
Ave, Janeshoro' .. .. 1 O 0
Miss Glynn, 1 Pery St. .. 1 0 0

Mrs. Vereker, Eilmurry
Road, Garryowen .. .. 1 0 0O
Anon. per E. P, .. .. .. 1 0 0
Anon, .. g s 10 O
Mrs. N. De';rine, "Dublin 10 0
Anon. .. . ST T 10 0
22438 5 T
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THEY HELPED THE COLLEGE
FUND

Drumecollogher te the fore: To
mark the Dedication of the New
College, a very successful Sale of
Work was organised by a Special
Parish Committee In Drumcollogher.
The total proceeds, £350-12-0, was
sent on to Most Rev. Dr. H. Murphy,
Mr. John G. Galvin, Chairman of
the Organising Committee, has
received a letter of thanks from
His Lordship the Bishop. Nice worlk,

Drum."

And Broadford, too, was well to
the fore. The local Guild of Muintir
na Tire ran a dance for the New
College Fund.

While in neighbouring Feohanagh
was the case of “ anything wou
can do I can do better.” Here, the
Youth Section of Muintir na Tire
ran another dance to help the Fund.
And, so, we have the parishes in
one part of the Diocese setting a

fine headline. Others will follow, we
hape.
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UNION OF PRAYER
CONFERENCES

“1 send you special greetings
from Rome and also the ex-
pression of my hope that the
Conferences will be most success-
ful .

" Amﬂna the matters to be
discussed by the Ecumenical
Council at this session or the next
is a Decree on the Apostolate of
the laity. You, as the Union of
Prayer, are cartamly playing an
important part in the work of the
Church in Limerick, and [ am
sure that you, and other Apos-
tolic lay-workers, will be much
interested in what the Council
will say about your work, es-
pecially about its importance In
these times.”

The above is an extract from a
letter written from Rome by His
Lordship and read by Rev. T.
Culhane, D.O., at the recent very
successful Conferences of the
Union of Prayer held at the fol-
lowing venues: St. John’s Pavilion,
Limerick; Adare, Newcastle West
and Ballyagran.

During the Conferences, Fr.
Culhane and Fr. Condcn, Asst.
D.0., told promoters of their
plans to visit each centre during
the coming year.

AL AV A VA A A
o

The Diocese needs your help for the New College, for Church
and School Building, for the Education of Priests, for the
Relief of Distress,

REMEMBER ..

THE NEEDS OF LIMERICK DIOCESE

...IN YOUR WILL

FORM OF BEQUEST

“ I give and bequeath to His Lordship, the Bishop of Limerick, the

aum of £...civeassanis

14Ed+ddnn i

upon trust to apply the same in Ireland

for the charitable objects and purposes of the Diocese of L' mericl,
and if I should die within three months from the making of this,
my Will, then I leave the said legacy to His Lordship, the Bishop

of Limerick, absolutely.”

VARV
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Lle unn an ¢ogzard MoOIR Veir-
eanay ni Raih teadt ar & Ldn
rRunai 4 Biod To plinimsead
rotie sin.  TarRLa mar sin gun
chsat pdISTI AR pedd & cing nod
4 56 DEe DLIANTA ATUS [An Seans
ACU TORCA Mar BDanaAnal 4 feic-
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rabbits in a field at evening, lit
by a slanting sun.”

* k%

N rath aminte nios oveise
na nios geanild, D4R Le Lesndi,
nd na comini nuar blann odib.
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Leobat 4 betd mo Breicpinis an
A FCORRAISIOD 05 corhar coim-
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- Feasts Of the Season -:-

The Feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Our Lady points
the way to Christmas and gives
meaning to the Season of Advent.
Purity of soul was the Blessed
Mother’s preparation for the
coming to her of Christ. Let us
pray that all our ways may be
immaculate in God. Let us be
content with whatever darkness
surrounds us in this time of faith
because God is always near us in
His mercy.

Christmas Day. Jesus is born
for us; come let us adore Him,
for all the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.

December 26th: St. Stephen.
He cried with a loud voice,
saying: “ Lord, lay not this sin
to their charge,” and when he
had said this he fell asleep in the
Lord, to the end fulfilling the
command of his Master: “ Pray
for them that persecute you, do
good to them that hate you.”

December 27th: St. John. “ In
the midst of the Church the
Lord opened his mouth; and
filled him with the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding.” Of
Thy goodness, O Lord, shine
upon Thy Church, that, en-
lightened by the teachings of
Blessed John, Thine Apostle and
Evangelist, she may attain to
everlasting gifts.

December 28th: The Holy
Innocents. “ They have poured
out the blood of the Saints as
water, round about Jerusalem . ..
and they are without spot before
the Throne of God.”

January 1st: The Feast of the
Circumcision is New Year’s Day.
“Time is as precious as the
Blood of Christ.” May this new
year be one of grace and progress
in goodness. If God gives us the
grace to see its end, how fortu-
nate and happy we shall be to
have passed it holily. |

January 2nd: The Holy Name
of Jesus is in itself a very perfect
prayer. St. Munchin is patron
of our diocese because *‘ The
Lord made to him a covenant of
peace and made him a prince
that the dignity of the priesthood
should be to him for ever.”

January 6th: The Epiphany or
Little Christmas. The word
epiphany means ‘ manifestation.’
The Church commemorates in
the Mass a threefold manifesta-
tion of himself by Jesus: to the
Magi, i.e., to the Gentiles; in his
Baptism when the voice of God
from heaven declared * This is
my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased ; and in the miracle
of changing water into wine at
Cana.

The Feast of the Holy Family.
O Lord Who being subject to
Mary and Joseph, didst sanctify
home life with ineffable virtues,
grant that with the help of both
we may be taught by the example
of Thy Holy Family and attain
to eternal fellowship with them.

January 15th: St. Ita, Patroness
of the Diocese of Limerick.
“Thou Who hast filled Thy house-
hold O Lord with holy gifts,
ever cherish us through the inter-
cession of her whose festival we

are keeping.”

February 1st: St. Brigid,
Patroness of Ireland. * Woe to
him who grumbles at his portion,
the Son of God is a good pro-
vider; vonder wood is leafy, its
top was bare yesterday.”"—(St.
Colmcille.)

February 2nd: The Purification
and Presentation in the Temple.
At your baptism a candle was
lighted and the priest said to you:
Receive this burning light and
do not fail to be true to your
baptism; keep the Command-
ments of God, so that when Our
Lord comes to claim His own

you may be worthy to greet Him
with all the Saints in the Heavenly
Court and live with Him forever.
Amen.

February 11th: QOur Lady of
Lourdes, patroness of the youngest
parish in the diocese

*“This is a shrine.

more
This is a door
Through which I see things
dear to me
The niche upon the mountain
The beloved one
Bright as the sun
Praised by a lonely child
Only.”™

March 17th: St. Patrick.
“ Wherefore then in Ireland they
who never had the knowledge of
God, but until then only wor-
shipped idols and abominations

— how has there been lately
prepared a people of the Lord
and they are called the children
of God? Sons and daughters of
chieftains are seen to become
monks and virgins of Christ.
Their number increases more and
more . . . I am a debtor ex-
ceedingly to God.”—(Confessions
of St. Patrick.)

March 25th: The Incarnation.
“The Angel of the Lord de-
clared unto Mary,” and * The
Word was made flesh.” Three
times each day we recall this
Mystery in the Angelus. Let us
always say it well.

Ash Wednesday. We look into
an open grave and shiver. A
few bones and a handful of grey
dust.  Ashes mean man over-
thrown by time. Our swift
passage — not someone else’s —
only yours and mine. The
Church takes the burnt remains
of the lush branches of last Palm
Sunday and makes a cross on
your foreheads to print the truth
of death on your souls. It is a
healthy reminder.

And even



A Chailini agus a Bhuacailli,

Not one of vyou wrote
identifying the authors of the
quoted advice in your last Forum.
Don’t you read your page at all?
The editor will hold the pound
note for the best letter on the
following :—

£500,000,000. Yes, five hun-
dred million pounds! No, we
couldn’t manage that much in
prizes. It is the amount of money
in the pay-packets of teenagers
and under-21s yearly in Britain.
If we juggle that figure a little
and allow a conservative 20 to 1
ratio in population with a 5 to 3
proportion in wages, the Irish
teenagers have some £15,000,000
spending money every year.
Where does it all go? Perhaps
some of it 1s saved in the Post
Office or the Credit Union.
Clothing, bus-fares and augmen-
ting the family budget-money
will take another slice. The rest?
Stockings, oil, hairdos, shoes,
sport, cosmetics, cigarettes, so
on and so forth. Entertainment?
Let us look at the enticements
and inducing lures to get you to
spend freely. You are big busi-
ness because yvour £15 millions
are eyed greedily by shrewd
operators.

Now that you have outgrown
the ° Dandy,” * School Friend,’
the ° Wizard,” and the * Hot-
spur,” what makes your reading
pleasure? Take the magazines.
*True Love,” ‘Real Romance,’
“ Valentine,” * Screen Favourites,’
and the stacks of albumed, auto-
graphed photographs of film stars
with doubtfully authentic stories
of their ‘loves,” *marriages,’

* divorces * and family squabbles,
They are entertaining you may
say. Are they edifying? * Soccer
Surveys,” ‘ World Sports.” and
‘ Running, Jumping and Putting
Shots’ give the boys a healthier
outlet in the magazine field.
* Musical Musings,” * Pop Pick-
ings,” and piles of similar papers
tell you what’s hit the parade.
These papers are heavily subsi-
dised by the trade and the articles
are mainly written by radio disc
jockeys, when they are not hand-
outs from the record companies.
The juke-box juries are a joke
too when they are a hung-jury
adding to the confusion. The
music that sends them all is the
ring, jingle and rattle of half-
crowns ih a cash register. But
would you believe it? [ am
listening to a Dominican nun
singing, to her own guitar accom-
paniment, her own composition
which is presently No. 5 in
America and climbing. Ah, well!
If you can’t lick 'em . . .

Records are pressed to be
bought. And you find the 6/-
for the E.Ps and the 30/- for that
L.P. of Cliff’s smashes, Elvis’s
‘ goldens * or Adam’s * faithfuls.’
There is quite an additional out-
lay mvolved besides. To play the
discs you need a ‘gram or a
player, and to hear the latest
with the jury’s verdict on them
requires a radio. This can easily
bring you into the meshes of hire
purchasing and subtly hidden
higher prices. 5/- a week for the
newest transistor with the simplest
pullout this, the most ingenious
built-in that and push button
other thing in genuine black

imitation leather casing with pad-
ded shoulder strap, sounds a real

bargain until you count the
weeks to 104 and your weekly
5/~ become £26 for the £20 set
cash down. We might adapt the
new ballad thus:

How much H.P. must teenagers
take on

Before they realise they're being
fleeced

The answer my friend is blow-
ing in the wind

The answer is blowing in the
wind.

.';.i?

Economics count in dancing.
That is not a new version of the
Twist but rather a new twist on
an old theme that those who
dance must pay the piper, the
Palais and the papers. There
are 25 to 30 dances held in the
city and county every week and
this adds up to at least a £300,000
industry annually, Our local
papers profit from the costly
page-filling ads. they carry and
their journalists spill a lot of ink
on disguised complimentary plugs
for the jigging craze makers. It
would appear that discourtesy,

Jlack of manners and vacuity of

conversation are rife in the halls.
But of more cause for concern
surely are the numbers of young-
sters attending dances against
the wishes of their parents and
the laws of the land by being
under 18 years of age. Our
newspapers would do a service
to the community, and to parents,
by highlighting and condemning
this criminal exploitation of the
young. Dancing is big business



and cuts hunks from your £15,-
000,000 cake while the news-
papers and writers catch not
crumbs but wedges of the icing.

e

“Should we ban the Beatles?
In February, unless some pest-
killer saves us, Limerick will be
beseiged by a frenzy called Beatle-
mania. The peculiar magnetism
and attractiveness of the Beatles
is something that no one over 20
can ever hope to understand.
The harsh and strident big-beat
sound that electric amplifiers give
them makes girls scream in half-
hysterics, boys stamp and shout,
sets teenagers stampeding like
the swime in the Gospel and
sends panic through people who
dread even the word, mob-
violence. The Beatles themselves
are likeable, ordinary boys who
try to sing, * Yeh, Yeh, Eh,” and
little else to the plonking of three
guitars and a pulverised drum.
They don’t believe in haircuts,
nor brushes and combs and that’s
why some people say they are
symbols of the younger genera-

tion’s outlook on this crazy
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world, whatever that means. Why
are they so popular? Tin Pan
Alley-cats would like us to believe
that you, teenagers, want some-
thing new to excite you and you
want it to be your very own.

And when those four youths
start flaking and whacking the
floor-boards and swaying behind
those guitars any ass who loves
to hear his own bray can join in
and screech, The Beatles bow to
their audience which butters, jams
and caviars their bread, they take
the harm out of their charm and
they are so courteous (to their
bank-manager). “I dropped in
at a smoky, smelly, squalid cellar
and there were these four youths.

Their act was ragged and their
clothes were a mess.” That is
what their manager said. We
are told that their good manners
will perhaps have an influence on
the youth of our ancient city.
Influence is right. Influence for
better living, harder working, for
inspiring hope in our city and
country, for deepening our Chris-
tian traditions and strengthening
our Irish: culture? I doubt it.

e
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Their records have sold over
21 million copies. They “write’
their own songs. Not one of
them can read a note of music
and one is called Ring O, though
he wears four. They are a
shining example to you, teen-
agers, of how to succeed in life
and ﬁspeciall}r show business
without really trying. The noise
they make was raised ten years
ago, only now it’s louder and
more primitive and if t]lﬁj? have
a gimmick it certainly isn’t talent.
Yet they earn more in one week
than 100 nurses do — they get
weekly what 16 old people must
live on for a whole year. This is
certainly a crazy world of lonely
teenagers with too much money
and a conveyed sense of values
and Beatle boots. It is a dan-
gerous and insidious craze and
it should be kept where it was
generated in the back streets of
Liverpool or drowned in the
polluted waters of the Mersey.

Thus the cake is gobbled up.

Le gach deagh guidhe,
—An tAthair Padraig.
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St, John the Baptist School, Limerick, won five out of six competitions this year in hurling and football

—a record !

Above are the teams with their trophies.
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THE SATURDAY OF the Farmers’
March we were ambling down
O’Connell Street, savouring the
tang of Autumn, at peace with
all men. We had forgotten about
the March and, deciding we had
earned a Guinness, turned down
Hartstonge Street, heading for
a little place we know that has a
pleasant gloom. Suddenly we
were confronted with a phalanx
of tractors moving menacingly
upon us. We beat a retreat to
O’Connell Street but it was too
late. A solid mass of infantry
was moving up from the traffic
lights, while tractors and marching
men moved in from the side-
streets. We made a further with-
drawal towards the Crescent.
But another body of men was
coming from the other side of
Dan O’Connell’'s statue, We
were surrounded., We stood by
the platform as the marching
men closed in.

The platform party took their
seats but the end chair in the
front row of the platform re-
mained vacant. The steps heside
us leading to the platform seemed
to say, © Why not?” We gravely
mounted the steps and occupied
the seat. The front row was
reserved for speakers. The Chair-
man called in turn on the men

beside us to speak. Then he
called us to the microphone. As
he seemed somewhat at a loss,
we whispered * O'Gunnell —
North Offaly.” Turning to the
crowd, he proclaimed: * Mr.
O’Gunnell, the delegate from
North Offaly.”

*“ Men of the land of Ireland,”
we began, “the time has come
when we must think of rural
Ireland in terms of people. As
a result of the catastrophic de-
cline in the rural population
since the war, the density of our
rural population 1s now far lowér
than that of any country on the
continent of Europe. We cannot
allow this decline to continue.
We must plan now for an increase
of population in the areas of good
land to balance the decline that
has taken place in the areas of
poorer land. The time has come
to implement the plan put for-
ward five years age by Dr.
Philbin when he was Bishop of
Clonfert.  Machinery must be
established, as he urged, to chan-
nel the better land in family-size
farms into the hands of energetic
young men who have given proof
that they will be efficient farmers.
Such a scheme would make pro-
vision both for the renting of
farms and for the acquiring of

ownership by payment over a
period of years. The scheme will
of course require capital for the
buying of land and the provision
of credit for stocking and equip-
ping — but where there’s a will
there’'s a way. We repeat: A
target must be set now for a large
scale increase in the number of
medium - size farms, efficiently
worked, in the areas of better
land. If we allow things to drift
— 1f we allow the free play o]
economic forces — then the time
18 not far distant when rural
Ireland as the home of a living
community will be no more.”
We went on to plead for an all
out drive for the intensive types
of farming which have a high
economic labour content, and for
the giving of top priority to the
establishing of food processiag
in the country towns — but you
have heard us on this before so
we shall not bore you by re-
peafing 1t.

The audience must have felt
that at least our heart was in the
right place for there was a
gratifying burst of applause as
we resumed our seat,

We have been receiving letters
from readers. A lady wants to




know what we think of Telefis
Eireann. We think there will
have to be a change. Television
is such a powerful cultural in-
fluence that, wherever the money
comes from, we cannot afford to
allow it continue dependent on
advertisers for its finance. The
Authority must have such in-
dependence as will enable it to
plan its programmes without
thinking of the advertisers. It
must also be in a position to
demand the highest standards in
the advertisements themselves.
At present much of the adver-
tising, in our opinion, is un-
ethical. It is materialistic in tone
and calculated to create artificial
demands. The methods of ad-
vertising alcohol and tobacco
are particularly objectionable —
and if we had our way advertise-
ments for these would not be
allowed at all.

A youthful reader asks what
we think of The Beatles. We

think they look rather under-
nourished. Qur recommendation
would be cod-liver oil and plenty
fresh air.

We now have great pleasure
in presenting bouquets to three
Co. Limerick towns. First, to
Kilmallock where they recently
started the first Credit Union in
Co. Limerick. Muintir na Tire
should take note. The Credit
Union movement presents Muin-
tir with a highly effective way of
translating their community ideals
into practice.

Congratulations to Mainistir
na Feile on winning the Glor na
nGael competition again and

also to the adjoining village of
Mountcollins which won the prize
for the village doing most to
bring Irish into every-day use.
Maybe this area of West Limerick
is going to set a headline for the
rest of the country.
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Congratulations to Dromcol-
logher on the successful establish-
ment of their Porcelain industry,
which is employing nearly forty
young people. A tremendous
amount of work has been done
by the local commumty to get
this industry going, including the
raising of £5,500 local capital.
But from what we hear, it is also
an interesting example of the
influence of one man with an
idea. While Diarmuid O’Rior-
dain of Askeaton was in Germany
he met Herr Oscar Saar, an ex-
pert in the making of porcelain
figurines, who had a fine stock
of the necessary moulds. When
Diarmuid returned to Ireland
he suggested to Dromcollogher
Muintir na Tire Guild that they
invite Herr Saar to Dromcol-
logher. And as we said, Drom.
rose to the occasion and did the
thousand and one things that
seeded to be dome to get their
factory into production.

We foresee that it won’t be
long before they have a second
street in Dromcollogher.

Slan is Beannacht.

—O'GUNNEL.
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Pre-Marriage
Course

Next series of talks will

begin on

Sun., 2nd Feb., 1964

Apply now to
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR,

St. John's Presbytery, Limerick.
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Kilmallock Church

When St. Mochelloc built a
monastic church in Co. Limerick,
towards the end of the sixth
century, he did more than create
a spiritual centre . . . he laid the
foundation of one of the Golden
Vale’s most historic towns —
Kilmallock. St.  Mochelloc’s
Church was situated on a hill
about threequarters of a mile

from the present town, and after
being in use for many genera-
tions, was a place of pilgrimage
each year on the saint’s feastday,
March 26th. However, around
the mid-tenth .century, the ec-
clesiastical headquarters changed
from the old church to a new
building near the Loobagh river
which in turn became the centre

A little boy and his Crib.,

of the mediaeval walled town.

Quite a distinctive building of
its kind, it was called St. Peter
and Paul’s, and down through the
intervening centuries, even until
the year 1936 when a fire rendered
it a complete ruin, the old church
was the scene of some historic
and memorable incidents. In the
sixteenth century it was the scene
of a most striking ceremony, a
ceremony that is indeed a mile-
stone in the military history of
Munster.

During that time the Geraldine
clan under James Fitzmaurice
had been more or less doing as
they pleased in Munster and
Queen Elizabeth was forced ' to
send a formidable force under
Sir John Perrott (whom she ap-
pointed President of Munster) to
subdue the rebels. The new
President was such a dedicated
man to his job and his forces
were so powerful that the warlike
Fitzmaurice had to abandon his
activity and sue for peace on
honourable terms, if he and his
clan were to survive. Word was
conveyed to Perrott as he reached
Castletownroche that Fitzmaurice
was willing to talk peace. The
reply came that the English leader
would grant pardon to the Geral-
dine if the latter pledged complete
submission to Her Majesty. Fitz-
maurice accepted this, much to
the surprise of his followers, and
February 23rd, 1573, was the
appointed day on which the
Irish leader was to publicly de-
clare his submission — and the
place of the ceremony was the
Church of SS. Peter and Paul,
Kilmallock.

A spectacular scene was en-
acted on that February day three
hundred and ninety years ago in
Kilmallock Church. In front of
the high altar stood the Queen’s
representative, Sir John Perrott,
and his officials. Before them
knelt Fitzmaurice and Sir John
Fitzgerald, Seneschal of Imoe



kelly and Castlemartyr. The
latter with hands joined kissed
the floor and promised fealty to
the English Queen. Perrott held
his sword to Fitzmaurice's breast
as testimony that the Geraldine
owed his life to the clemency of
Elizabeth. Outwardly this looked
as if Fitzmaurice had given up his
ideals, but events proved that the
warlike Munsterman was only
playing for time. Some time later
he left for Spain, ostensibly for
health reasons. There he solicited
aid from the Spanish King and
from the Pope too, and in 1579
landed on the Kerry coast with
a small army, ready to renew the
struggle against the old enemy,

Proceeding through the King-
dom into Co. Limerick, gathering
supporters on the way, Fitz-
maurice was making his way to
Sologhead across the Tipperary
border when his army were en-
gaged in a local affray, during
which the Geraldine leader fell
mortally wounded.  His sup-
porters were routed and a detach-
ment of Perrott’s forces returned
to Kilmallock, bearing with them
the body of Fitzmaurice. The
local population who witnessed
the spectacular submission cere-
mony six years previously in the
Church of SS. Peter and Paul
were now shocked to see the body
of the great Geraldine publicly
quartered, and the parts of the
body hung on each of the four
gates of their walled town.
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The little girl, at her first party,
refused a second helping of ice
cream with obvious reluctance.

“ Do have some more, dear,’
urged the hostess.

“ Mother told me to say * No,
thank you’,” replied the child
politely, * but I don’t think she
knew how small the helpings were
going to be.”
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FOR CHILDREN

Across: 1, Preposition; 2, You get this every morning; 4,
Refusal; 6, Hnte 8, Beside; 9, Often follows “17; 10, Chrlstmas
Bﬂnefactnr 14, Ancient Irish ng, 16, Purpose; 1? Usually eaten
cold; 18, FEST:WIHES — on Little Christmas.

Down: 1, Lots of them t‘nr Christmas; 3, What you do with
1 down; 4, PlﬂESE note: 5, Boy’s name; 7, Murmng, 11, Mineral;
12, We bring it into the house at Chnstmas 13, Left ‘after fire;
15, Cover.
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Entries should be sent to the Editor, Our Catholic Life, St.
John’s Presbytery, Limerick, before 6th February, 1964. Prizes:
lst 1{}5 Eﬂd 58.; 3rd, 5s.




: CHRISTMAS, 1963.
My dear Children,

This is our Christmas Letter, but I must first say special thanks
to all who wrote to me telling me about your schools. Bernie Fitz-
gerald’s letter was as good as a painted picture and you can read it
elsewhere on this page. I enjoyed it and also those from Patricia
Quinlan, Mona Barry, Marian Byrnes, Geraldine Moloney, Derville
Sheedy, Mairead O’ Donoghue, Clair Galvin, Joanney O’ Dwyer,
Mary Carroll, Patsy Kelly, Breeda Purcell, Betty MacDonagh,
Kathleen Leonard, Pegey Duhig, Majella Moloney, Helen Baggott,
Patricia Eaton, Majella Real, Mary O'Callaghan, Mary Fitzgerald,
Angela Keegan, Anne McNamara, Peggy Flanagan, Marian Real
and Marian O’Mara. A * Cead Mile Failte™ to all the new-
comers from St. John's School, Rang a 4, who sent such lovely letters,

paintings and photos. ‘ s _
Now you will soon be getting busy with your preparations for

Christmas, which I hope will be a very happy one for you and your

families. Be sure you never lose sight of the real meaning of
Christmas. We have great celebrations for birthdays and other
events, but the greatest event that ever took place was the coming
of Christ on earth. He came to save us from the Devil and to make
us children of God with the right to eternal happiness in Heaven.
Compared with this, all the earthly benefits that could be won for
us would be as nothing. Surely then we ought to leave nothing un-
done to show our love and gratitude to our little Saviour at this time
of the vear. Ask Him for the many things we still need, and spiritual
blessings, to make this world a better place. My special wish for
you is that all who ask those blessings may get them in greal

abundance.
Your loving,

AUNTIE BRIGID.
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RESULTS OF AUTUMN PAINTING COMPETITION

Juniors: 1. Catherine Doran, Scoil Mhathair De, Limerick.
Marian Byrnes, Holy Child School, Limerick.
Marie Hosford, The Square, Kilfinane.
Anthony Buckley, Cullinagh, Newcastle West.

Jennifer MacMahon, Myrtlegrove, S.C.R., Limerick.
Margaret Collins, Knocknasna, Abbeyfeale.

Kathleen Leonard, St. John's Girls’ School, Limerick.
Maura Murphy, 31 O'Curry Street, Limerick.

LUCKY DIP PRIZEWINNER
Rose Quinn, Scoil Mhainchin, Limerick.

Seniors:
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PEGGY BYRNES,
Kilscannell, Ardagh,

Dear Aintin Brid,

Ta scoil gleoite againn. You
must come along in the bus to
see it. Walk down the lane and
you will see the pump and then
you’ll have our school. There is
a railing and a big gate, and a
small gate, all painted blue. The
fallai of the school are pink and
window frames are blue.

Come in to see us then. Our
seomra is go gleoite. It has four
windows, beautiful flowers, nice
pictures, a doll's house, a table,
benches, and a stol bui.

—BERNIE FITZGERALD
(Rang IL.)



The Murphy Twins

EILEEN WANTED so much to do
something special for Baby Jesus.
You see Sr. Peter had told her
at school that Christmas was his
birthday. Now she knew that
everybody got presents for their
birthdays and anyway everybody
got presents at Christmas; she'd
be getting them herself from
Santa Claus. She knew what
she wanted to give him too — a
good soft warm quilt. The
weather was frosty and she knew
that it must be very cold lying
on the straw, She remembered
how Mammy had taken her
to see the crib last year and told
her that no one would give a
room to Jesus and His Mother
on Christmas night and the tears
came into her baby eyes to think
of it. This year she was going to
school and all the little girls in
her class were full of excitement
about what Santa Claus was
bringing them, but she couldn’t
get it out of her head that every-
body seemed to bhe forgetting
whose birthday it was.  She
thought of telling Pauline, but
she was afraid that Pauline would
tell Peter and he might only
laugh at her. So she began to
make her own plans. One evening
when Mammy was in town, she
coaxed Mary to get her the pink
eiderdown that used to be in her
own cot when she was smaller.
Nobody was using it now, so

Mary thinking it was for her dolls

got it for her and, even though
she was a big girl now in Inter.
Cert., played with her for a
while and put all the dolls to
sleep. But now Eileen’s diffi-
culties were far from ended.
How could she get her present to
Baby Jesus for His birthday?
She couldn’t take it to school
with her and anyway Pauline
was with her every day and she
didn’t want her to know. Three
days before Christmas, they got
holidays and Eileen hadn’t yet

given her present. The church
was only a quarter of a mile
away but once only when Pauline
had a cold and had to stay in
from school had she walked that
quarter of a mile alone. Finally,
Christmas Eve came and as
everybody was extra busy nobody
had time to bother about Eileen.
Mary was helping Mammy with
the cooking, Michael was cutting
holly and ivy and the twins were
decorating the house with it.
Eileen stole out into the little
porch at the back of the house
and when the others saw her
going they were happy that she'd
be busy teaching her dolls or
putting them to sleep for the rest
of the evening. “I'm glad I
cave her that old eiderdown,
Mammy,” said Mary. ** She
loves putting the dolls to sleep
and it keeps her quiet.” Time
went on and nobody noticed
Eileen slipping out with some-
thing stufied into a paper shop-
ping bag. Off she ran at full
speed, when suddenly at the bend
of the road, she went bang right
into Fr. Hogan, the parish curate.
*““ Hello, little one. Where are
you off to?” he cried. Eileen
stood breathless for a moment,
then feeling that all her efforts
had been in vain, she burst out
crying. Fr. Hogan dried her
tears aad soon got the whole
story out of her. * Come,” he
said. ** We'll soon fix all that.”
In five minutes they were both at
the Church and fixed Eileen's
present in beneath the straw in
the manger so that it would be
cosy and ‘warm for Baby Jesus
when He came. Shortly after-
wards, Mrs. Murphy saw Fr.
Hogan coming in with Eileen by
the hand. She was surprised to
see her and began to scold her;
but Fr. Hogan asked her to send
Eileen off to play as he wanted a
word with her. 1 don’t know
what he said, but nobody ever

asked Eileen where the eider-
down was gone to, and the poor
woman next door to the church
got a lovely soft pink quilt for
her baby’s cot that Christmas . . .
and I'm sure Baby Jesus smiled
down at them all.

¥ Kk i
How far <9 2 1o
Betbleblen ?

How far is it to Bethlehem ?
Not very far.

Shall we find the stable-room
Lit by a star?

Can we see the little child?
Is He within?

If we [ift the wooden latch,
May we go in?

May we stroke the creatures there
— Ox, ass and sheep?

May we peep like them and see
Jesus asleep ?

If we touch His tiny hand,
Will He awake?

Will He know we've come so far
Just for His sake?

Great kings have precious gifis,
But we have nought;

Little smiles and little tears
Are all we've brought.

For all weary children
Mary must weep;
Here on His bed of straw,

Sleep, children, sieep.

God, in His mother's arms,
Babes in the byre,
Sleep as they sleep who find
Their hearts® desire.

—FRANCES CHESTERTON.

(By kind permission of
Miss D. E. Collins)
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Gour Christmas Painting Competition

{

(1) Simmsim (68 cionn 10 mblian)
Dussgeanna:— 1: 10/-; 2: 7/6; 3: 5/-; 4: 5/-

() Sésir (pé dun 10 mblian)
Ouaseanna:— 1: 10/-; 2: 7/6; 3: 5/-; 4: 5/-

Rialaga: (1) Datag an picoiim. (2) Lion i1sceaé an cupdn.

(3) nA seanr An cupdn ve'n Leatanad.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

(Parent, Teacher:

[
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biod 1arnactai 15tit roith 640 feabnra, 1964,

Lion an cipén sgus seol éws :
OUR CATHOLIC LIFE,

PAINTING COMPETTTION,
~ 8t. John's Presbytery,

Limerick.
I K

* Waiter, what do you call
this 7™

* That's a mixed grill.”

“ A mixed grill

* Yes, Sir. Some of it's good
and some of it's bad.”

W

From a small schoolgirl’s essay
on * My Family.”

“In my family there are three
of us; my father, my mother and
me. I am the youngest.”

36476
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Top : Mona Barry; Marian (/Mara; Majella Moloney (all of St. John’s Convent School).

Centre : Phyllis, Geraldine and Angela Clohessy 11 Beechgrove Ave., Limerick; Annette, Marian and Gerald
- Cox, 32 Talbot Ave, FProspect.
Bottom : Joan and Veronica Ryan, 3 Rosbrien Cottages, Limerick; John Carroll, Mount Fox, Kilmallock;
John, Edward and Christopher Kiely, Scoil Mhainchin, Ballynanty (prize-winners).
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Shannon Travel

—_— LTD. —

Everything in the
Way of Travel

Steamship, Air and Rail Tickets.

& & %

Tours and Cruises, Pllgrimages.
* ¥ %

Self-drive Cars, Chauffeur-driven
Cars

A Complete Travel Service

1 Cecil Street, Limericlk. Tel. 45011

Hildare House Willlam St.
Westmoreland St., Galway.
Dublin. Tel. T2855. Tel. 761

HAlPINS TEA

MMJ ;’M

The Shannon

Arms Hotel

Comfortable Rooms, Good Food,

Spacious Car Park. Catering for

Wedding Eeceptions & FPrivate
Parties. Licensed.

93 HENRY ST.,
LIMERICK

S, J. FOLEY
"Phone 44183, Managing Proprietor.

John Gritfin
and Sons

Complete Funeral Service

20 Lr. Gerald Gritfin
Street, Limerick

LIMERICK
LEADER Ltd.

@ PRINTERS
@ BOOKBINDERS
' @ PUBLISHERS

Printers of this Magazine

O'CONNELL STREET,
LIMERICK

GOING ABROAD THIS

We are Agents for the following Touring Companies :

. American Express Co, Inc.
Apal Travel Co. Ltd.
Austria Travel
Butlin's Holiday Tamp
C.ILLE. and U.T.A. Tours
CIT Italian Tours
Cosmos Tours
Flair Holidays
Flightways, Ltd.
Harold Ingham Ltd.
Holy Land Tours Ltd.
Inter-Tours

' L'Epervier

~ Lunn's Tours
Rainbow Tours
Red Island Holiday Camp.
St. Christopher Tours
See Spain Litd.
Southdown Tours

Sunflight Holidays
Sunway Holidays
Swans Tours

Swiss Travel Service
Tara Holidays
Universal Sky Tours

Special Pilgrimage Tours by Air to Lourdes.
Frequent Departures from June to October.

S DAYS

FROM 34 GNS.

Whether you enjoy a Tour Holiday or Independent Travel
by Air, Land or Sea, consult

SADLIER TRAVEL SERVICE

“ 3peclalists in Perscnal Service”
48 GRAFTON STREET, DUEBLIN

"Phone : T1547/8

'‘Grams : Travserv”

Spain Only Ltd. ?




ROYAL GEORGE
HOTEL

"PHONE - 44566

GLENTWORTH
HOTEL

THONE - #4061

Fully Licensed

BARS, LOUNGES AND RESTAURANT
EXCELLENT SERVICE AND ACCOMMODATION
WEDDING BREAKFASTS A SPECIALITY

BOLGER’S
STORES LTD.

For a bigger selectlon and a
better quality visit our store.

Selling or Buying ?

LIMERICH'S AUCTIONEERS

Conn SHANAHAN

Auctioneers and Valuers,

5 CECIL STREET, LIMERICK

See our display of Ladles’

"Phone 45337 Coats, Frocks, Millinery,
Knitwear,
i

FI I I S Footwear to sult all ages
and tastes, Men's and Boys’

. Wear at keenest prices,

Self-Service

A visit to our Basement is

GROCERIES, PROVISIONS,
FRESH VEGETABLES

WILLIAM ST.,
DelTvg;I:;‘l'ﬂi ilé ﬁ;?ric’rs LIMERICK
always smart . ..

If you are a man who insists on up-to-the-minute
styling, hardwearing material keen prices, then
vou deserve the pleasure of wearing a2 Shannowear
Suit. Expertly tailored by craftamen who really
know their job. Shannowear iz the perfect
sul: for leisure or work hours.

LTD.

LIMERICK CLOTHING OOMFPANY,

‘DANUS

SUITS AND
OVERCOATS

FOR MEN, YOUTHS AND BOYS
STOCKED BY ALL
LEADING DRAPERS

Specify "DANUS" Tailoring
for your next Made-to-

Measure Suit.
MANUFACTURED IN LIMERICE

ANTHONY
ODONOVAN

—_— LTD. =—

Factory & Offlces :
DOMINICE STREET, LIMERICEK

Phone 44588

Dublin Showrooms & Stockroom :
CENTRAL CHAMBERS, DAME
COURT, DUBLIN

QUIN'S of
LIMERICK

(Established 1822)

For the cholcest, matured, selected
WINES shipped direct from the

finest vineyards In France, Germany,
Italy and Spain. Enquiries Invited.

JOHN QUIN & CO.

LTD.,, LIMERICEK

{Wholesile Only)
'Phone: 44804, 'Grams:! Quin, Limeriok

Moran's Blankets

ALL PURE WOOL BLANKETS

51b 61b. gb. 8lb.
67/6 78/8 /= 187/8
pair pair

pair pair

WHITE WOOL BLANEKETS

8lb 61b. Tlb. Elb.
Eﬂf* Eﬂ:ﬂ"' 1&]‘" mf-
pair pair pair pair

Denis Moran & Co., Ltd.

43, 48, 58 \'{!t;-];:hl“‘lﬂ'& LIMERICK

Also 17 Brides Btrest. Trales
'Phone 311,
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Hurry! Start collecting empty Science Shoe Polish tins to- SCIE
day! Tell your pals about this amazing Science offer ...

ask them to help you build HE yvour collection of empty ﬂ
tins and you'll be surprised how quickly you'll have

enough for your Hurley or Football! All you have
to do is send a postal order for the appropriate
amount with the required number of empty
Science Shoe Polish tins to: Science Polish

Factory, Glanmire, Co. Cork. But hurry —
the offer lasts for a limited period only.

Sclence Shoe Pollsh glves the smartest, fastest
shoeshine of all. Only Sclence contains a Sili-
cone “barrier’” that reslsts wear amgd weather.




