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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT.

In presenting the twelfth Annual Report your Committee has
pleasure in stating that the Club continues in a flourishing condition,
notwithstanding a slight decrease in the membership—117 as against
124 last year. This decrease, slight though it is, is to be regretted, and
~shows the necessity of a keener interest on the part of the members in
-encouraging their friends to join the Club. Your Committee wish to
Impress on you that the larger the membership the better will they be
able to cater for your interests, and it should be a matter of personal
interest for every member to introduce as many new members as
possible.
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The attendance at the evening meetings during the past year has
been quite up to the average, but your Committee think that sufficient
advantage has not been taken of the bye-law which permits the intro-
duction of an extra member to all the meetings where two of a family
already belong to the Club.

It is a matter for congratulation that, at the meeting of the Irish
Field Club Union held at Sligo, this year, your Club was well repre-
sented, having had six members in addition to five visitors present, but
it is of more importance still that some of these members contributed
to the useful work of the Conference.

The programme of the Winter Session was carried out fully with
one exception, which will be mentioned in the detailed report of the
meetings ; but it is very much to be regretted that the members do not
better support your Committee in their endeavour to get together an
interesting collection of exhibits for the Annual General Meeting, which
could be made much more entertaining and instructive by a little
more general co-operation.

During last winter, your Committee ventured on a new departure
by opening the Club Room on Tuesday evenings so that members might
meet and discuss matters of Club interest, but, whether from its being
insufficiently known amongst the members, or, that they did not take
an interest in the matter, it was very little availed of, and your Com-
mittee cannot, therefore, recommend the continuing of it during the
coming winter.

The Winter Programme was as follows :—

“1g903, November sth.—Annual General Meeting, at which the
attendance was 7o—quite up to the average—but the exhibits on the
part of members left something to be desired. The outgoing President,
Mr. P. J. Lynch, in a very beautiful address, referred to the objects of’
the Club, its work in general, and in particular the work of the different
Sections during the previous Session.

“ November 1oth.—* Geology and Scenery.” TUnder this title, Mr,
George C. Gough, Demonstrator of Geology, Queen’s College, Belfast,
and Field Club Union Lecturer, delivered a most interesting Lecture,
pointing out how the surface of our country has been altered and built
up in the past to produce the beautiful scenery which now exists. The
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lecture was illustrated by many fine lantern slides, the work of Mr.
Welch, of Belfast ; attendance 4o,

“ December rtsth.—This evening was devoted to Short Papers.
Mr. R. Gibson read a paper on ‘Some Archzological Discrepancies,’
Regret was expressed that he had not devoted a full evening to it, as,
owing to the other papers to be read sufficient time was not available
for its discussion. Mr. . J. Lynch, V.P., gave a very interesting
description of his ‘ Summer Holiday in Holland,” illustrated by many
lantern slides from photographs taken by himself. In conclusion, from
the chair, Mr. Lynch said a few words in appreciation of Gerald Grifin
and his works, reading extracts from some of his poems, which were
illustrated by lantern slides descriptive of the places mentioned. Gerald
Griffin was born in Limerick, on 12th December, 1803 ; attendance 3o.

“rgog4, January 26th.—¢ Plant Associations and their Distribution,’
by Dr. George H. Pethybridge, B. Sc., furnished an excellent account
of the manner in which the different varieties of plants group themselves
over the country according to the various geological and climatic con-
ditions. The lecture was illustrated by lantern slides, and at its close
the lecturer exhibited a fine series of maps of the Plant Associations of
the Dublin District, compiled by Mr Lloyd Praeger and himself ;
attendance 4o.

‘“ February 16th.—¢Photographic Night” A practical demonstra-
tion of Bromide Printing was given by Dr. George Fogerty, followed
by an exhibition of several lantern slides the work of members ;
attendance 20.

“March 1g5th.—¢The Moon and the Heat it Radiates towards the
Earth,” a lecture delivered by Dr. Otto Boeddicker, of Birr Castle Ob-
servatory, showed by the very large attendance of members not only the
popularity of the lecturer but also of the subject which he had chosen.
The lecturer traced the history of observations of the Moon from the
earliest times, and mentioned the various theories propounded as to the
configuration of its surface, nature of its atmosphere, etc. He also
pointed out the errors which observers had made in each case, as in
many early Astronomical investigations, by previously making up their
minds what they were going to sze, and seeing it. He described in de-
tail the various methods which had been adopted from time to time, to
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ascertain the amount of heat—if any—which the Moon radiated to the
Earth, and particularly those conducted by himself at the Birr Castle
Observatory, which latter proved conclusively that the Moon does
radiate a very small proportion of heat to the surface of the Earth,
The lecture was illustrated by maps of the Moon and by a series of
lantern slides, and at its conclusion the lecturer gave a practical demon-
stration with a Galvanometer, Thermopile, and Scale of the methods
adopted in measuring such small heat effects ; attendance 63.

“ March 29th.—Owing to unavoidable circumstances, Mr. Dalton
was unable to give his lecture on ‘Volcances New and Old,” listed
for this evening, but the gap was very ably filled by Mr. H. V.
Moroney, B.E., who read an interesting paper on ‘ The Tides.

“April 12th —A Paper on ‘The Antiquities near Miltown Mal-
bay, County Clare,” by Thomas Johnson Westropp, M.A, was read by
the Secretary, and has been published in the last issue of the Club
Journal ; attendance 15.

This concluded the Winter Programme.

SUMMER EXCURSIONS.

“The Summer Excursions were, on the whole, badly attended this
year, for which it is difficult to assign a reason as your Committee do
all in their power to make them interesting and attractive, and the
members of your Club residing at or near the places selected are not
behind-hand in giving practical assistance.  Your Committee are, at all
times, glad to receive and consider any suggestions from members with
a view to making these excursions more popular.

“May 3rst.—Broadford, Co. Clare. Although the day was a very
fine one only 10 of your members availed themselves of this fixture,
The party visited some of the Cromleacs of this district, and the thanks
of the Club are due to Mr. Frank Bourke, of Barbane, and Mrs.
Bourke, who cutertained the members most hospitably.

“ June 16th.—Mitchelstown Caves. 'This proved a most interest-
ing excursion, but although the day was a fine one, only 11, including
visitors, availed of it. The Caves were explored as far as the size and
energy of the members would permit, and on this occasion the thanks of
the Club are due to Rev. Canon Moore and Mr. H. C. Nash, a former
member, for valuable assistance and information rendered by them.
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¢ June 3oth.—Cratloe Woods. Although 9 entries were received
for this excursion it had to be abandoned owing to bad weather.

“July rzth to 1gth.—-Slige Conference, of which an excellent
report has been published in the JZwish Naturalist for the month of
September.

“July 28th.—Corofin.  This proved to be the best attended
excursion of the year—16 members being present, and would have been
the best in every way were it not marred towards the afternoon by
heavy rain.  Your members were met at Corofin Railway Station by
your popular local member, Dr. George U. Macnamara, who remained
with them all day, and, as on a former occasion, left nothing undone to
make it a pleasant one.  The party first drove to Dysert O’Dea
Church, where the Round Tower and High Cross were visited. They
next drove to Kilnaboy Church and Round Tower, here the rain began,
and the drive was continued round Inchiquin Lake in a downpour, the
members seeking shelter eventually under the hospitable roof of our
host and hostess, Dr. and Mrs. Macnamara, to whom the heartiest
thanks of the Club are due for many kind attentions under very trying
circumstances.  The party left Corofin at 7.35 p.m. by train for
Timerick.

This concluded the Summer excursions.

“The CrLur JoURNAL was published in June and a copy sent to
each member. It contained as usual many articles of interest, and is a
publication of which your Club may feel justly proud. It has been
favourably reviewed, and whilst the cost of its production is a heavy
item of Club expenditure, the last issue having cost 422 3s. 11d,,
including postage, it is a most valuable record and well worth the
money laid out upon it.

“FINANCE. In view of the heavy outlay on the Journal, the slight
decrease in membership and the improvements carried out in the Club
premises during the year, it is satisfactory to be able to state that your
Club continues in a sound financial condition, having a balance to
credit after paying all liabilities. This balance is not as large as your
Committee would desire, but they look forward with confidence to a
more general display of energy and interest in the affairs of the Club on
the part of the members during the coming year, a display which they
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feel sure will enable the Committee in office at the end of the year on
which we are entering to report a large increase in your credit balance
and in your roll of membership.

“O’CurrYy MEemoriaL, Your Committee regret to report that the
suggestion of the Archeaological Section of the Club to raise a fund to
erect a suitable memorial to mark the birth-place af our great local
Antiquary, Eugene O’Curry, at Doonagha, has met with a very poor
response from the general membership.
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I.-—That the Club shall be called “Tnr Limerick IFierp CLuBb.

I{.—That the objects of the Club shall be—The Study of Natural Ilistory,
Photography, History and Archaxology, especially of the district.

III.—That the Officers of the Club shall be elected annually, and consist of a
President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, and a Committee of Seven
Members. Three to form a guorum. Minutes of regular meetings, and records of all
Committee meetings shall be duly kept.

IV.—That special sections may be formed with the approval of an Annual
Meeting from amongst the members of the Club, for the particular study of one or
more of the objects named in Rule IL., each of such sections having a Secretary with
a seat ex-officio on the Commiittee of the Club.

V.—That the names and addresses of candidates for membership shall be given
in writing to the Secretary for consideration by the Committee, which shall, through
the Secretary, inform the applicant of its decision. Before election to membership

the Annual Subscription for the current year must be paid.

VI.—That the Annual Subscription shall be Five Shillings, payable in advance,
and shall become due on the first day of October in each year. The Journal will

not be supplied to members whose subscription is in arrear.

VII.-—~That arrangements shall be made for Meetings and Excursions from time
to time by the Committee, of which due notice shall be given to all members by the
Secretary.

VIIL.—That the Annual Meeting shall be held in the month of October to
receive Report of Committee for past year, to elect Officers and Committee for
ensuing year, and to transact such other business as may come before it. The voting
for Officers and Committee shall be by ballot, the nominations having been made at

the preceding ordinary meeting of the Club.

IX.—No alteration shall be made in these Rules except by an Annual Meeting,
and then only on notice of the proposed change having been given in wriring at least
twenty-one days previously to the Secretary. Necessary Bye Laws may be made by
the Committee, which is also empowered to act on behalf of the Club in all matters

pertaining to its welfare during the énzerim between general meetings.

Bvye-Law,—Where two of a family are members of the Club they shall have the
privilege of bringing a third member of the family to all Meetings and Excursions.
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