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NOTES ON MUNGRET.

The derivation of Mungret has been a matter of conjecture and has
never been satisfactorily settled. O’Donovan suggests that it is derived
from Main, a hill, and garidk, short, .. short hill.  We know that local
names of places are usually descriptive of the place or locality, therefore,
to ascertain the meaning ot Mungret we must.go back to the fifth
century, when St. Nessan founded the monastery there, and realise the
physical characteristics of the locality. At that time, and for centuries
afterwards, the low lying corcass lands from the mouth of the Maigue
to Limerick were unreclaimed from the Shannon, and the tide ebbed
and flowed over this wide expanse, known as ‘‘the lake of Limerick.”
So wild was the district about Mungret, and around Limerick to the
west, that it was known as Fasagh Luiminagh, or the wilderness of
Limerick. Standing on the road near the only remains of the ancient
monastery, one can realise the fact, that the waters of the Shannon came
close to its walls, and that the low-lying lands immediately to the north and
east were morasses, or bogs covered with sedge and long bog grasses.
These cut-away bogs, now moory pasture land, no doubt gave fuel to the
monks for many a century. The site of the church and monastery is
situated on a gentle slope, with the humped-back hills of Temple Mun-
gret and Castle Mungret to the north and west, and the sloping hill of the
Glebe to the south. We have here the physical features of the locality
in the fifth century. Ancient writers, and the Fowr Masters, call the
district Mungairit or Mungarat, now softened into Mungret ; pronounced
Mong-a-rit by the natives. A sedgy morass is called in Irish, Moing or
Muing, which term is also applied to the tall grasses grown in bogs.
Cruit, a hump, and Créf, a back, are words usually applied to round
and sloping hills. Moing a-criit, the sedgy morass of the sloping hill.
The word in time would get the present sound of Mungarit by leaving
out the “c” in the final syllable, or, perhaps, Morn a bog, may be the
first part of the word ; meaning then, the bog of the sloping hills.

When Donald O’Brien granted Mungret to Brictius, Bishop of
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Limerick in 1179, the monastery was in a state of decay owing to the
constant attacks of the Danes of Limerick, who, it must be remembered,
possessed the lands along the Shannon to the Maigue river. The
charter of Donald O’Brien devises the lands of Muingairit and
lvmnack (Manach), ie, the lands of the monks, to the Bishop
and his successors for ever “from the arch of Mungarit to Jomallin,
and from the ford of Cein to the river Shannon.” These boundaries
have never been identified. I venture to make the attempt to localise
them. Some fifty years ago the foundations of the gateway, or arch,
leading to the monastery could be discerned some 300 yards to the
east of the graveyard. Jomallin means either the district of the mill
( Moulin), or that of the (’Maley’s, a tribe which owned this district
close to Limerick. The Ballyclough river bounding the townland of
Dooradoyle, recte Tvoradazl (the tillage land of the tribe), bounded the
Bishop’s lands to the north-east. I would suggest that this was the
boundary designated Jovomallin.

To the west a small stream separates Mungret parish from that of
Kilkeedy, bounding the townland of Ballymacaisil A sub-division of
this townland adjoining Tervoe is called Caisilcanter. According to the
Four Masters, Maoilcaisil, Abbot of Mungret, died a.D., gog. From
him, it is plain, this townland took its name—ZBally-maoil-caisil,
softened into Ballymacaisil. Probably he had these lands reclaimed
from the wilderness, Casilcanter, r.e., Caisti-cean-ti7, is the head or upper
part of Caisilsland, as it is the extreme western point of the Monks’ land.
The ancient road to Carrig-o-Gunnell crosses what was the boundary
stream. Here, I think, was the ford of Cean, or Cein. From this
point along the bounds of Tervoe to the Shannon is the mearing of the
Bishop’s land to the west. At the time of the Down survey the Bishop’s
lands comprised more than two-thirds of the parish of Mungret, some

4,000 acres. It would be interesting to know how much of this princely

patrimony remained intact at the date of the Disestablishment of the
Church,
J. G. Barry,



