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MIKE MACK

Mike MoeMiahon pomed an oo
Then the Caalter |_I||||'I-FL|..JI thig I
Crik . thire s Copmlont b < oipdni b,
Matters daren’t cul up rough

Poor MeMahon on lis owniey,
Was o helpless, holy show

1T he showed the leasy backhoney,
“Put your cort on! 00y go™
Is it Mack ask rise ol wages?

Don't be tatkm™ 1 he wanked,
When 1 he Boss wias in iy iiges,
Mike MoMulion's e wax jinked.

Muadk. to-day. draws deden) '_'|‘IilH_'!t1'
Pufly his pape in peace  thooul fog™;
Big-Buogse duren’t mow i ciiy,

That ks 1o Tramsports amd “the Dog™

Mike miay hold hes cwn apinions.

Aad, bt ones whien thinegs go Wrong:
Transport mespheys e nol mimons,
“Tis Trude Llarbon mide thean stromg

Yoo, outsiders, who down st knuckle,

Irisudl, oubrage, goomisc and: grie!

Try a Trunsport badge and bockle.

Bet vour boots, twill bring relief. i

FORWARID!

Of old things all are over old,
OF good things none are good enough.

We'll try if we can help o mould
A happier world ol better stufl
1 FEEY e
YOL.1 NO. ¥ 6th JULY 1918 PRICE V.

MAKE NO MORE GIANTS GOD

Yeuars ago, an American writer meditating on
the wrongs ' the Bottom Dogs and the prospects
of righting them. prayed, “make no more Giants
God, but elevate the mce”, and if there was nee
for that prayer in America, the Home of Freedom
the Democrat’s Paradise. vears ago, how much

— THE —

BOTTOM DOG

“We must look sl life o all ity sspects from the polnt of view of the
“Bottem Dog' — the oppressed — be (1 oation, claw, or sex.”

moarg S0 to-day, not only in America, but in evéry
country n Europe. aye even in our own country
gnd  our own cily ol Limerick. There s,
fortunately ur unfortunately. some instinet in man
that looks for Lesdership, that will respond (o any
popular catchecry, und so long as this instinet is
not musdirected, we may well thunk God for it,
but I#t us see where su-called Leaders or Giants
linded usan 1915, ,

| Internationally they have landed B.D.s in
the most dampable war war that ever disgraced the
pages ol history and whether it be the Czar of

i, Lloyd George of England, the Kaiser of

Gormany. Ulemencau of France, or Wilson of

America, or any other giant, they. hiave for their,

wen capitalistic ends (while prating Liberty and
el bdetermimation), s¢t Bottom Dogs fighting each
uther, vreated widows and orphans by the million
ind  suddled  Democracy witrﬂ War Loans which
unless they have the good sense 1o repudiate them,
will eripple gencrations vel unbor.

/. Socially what have ouwr brave Labour
Leadors: done for  ws. Thomas of France,
Hendersm ol bogland . the Socil  Democratic
Leaders of Genpany. Austrin, America, Devlin of
Ulster?  Saoll their souls for a mess of potiage,
sperificed  Trude Union rights won by years of
lighting: in sharl. been fovled up to eyes by the
top dogs bumed above.

A Eduveationally what have our Leaders: who
need mor be named. dooe For us? Secured free (7 )
education for B.D.'s children, who dre too starved
i hundreds of cases to learn A B C: made what
should be the noblest profession on earth, a hot
bed of sweating where teachers hurdly dare call
their souls their own; firted children for every
blind alley occupation, rather than something
useful in life: cnppled Techmical Education which
ought with democratic management, be made
unieosome of our National Education,

4 Municipally where are we again? Slums for
the B s samtary sccommodation missing, Public
Health Acts suspended by Labour “Leaders™ at
the dictalion of capiaists, 1812 houses in
Limenck  condemmed us  wnfit  for human
habitatiom but quite good enough for 9000
B.D st .

And =0 owe might go on bul does it all lead us?
Bricfly just here  that we are all a pack of blind
fools, dnd that the fault lies not so much with
Leaders who have fooled us, as with us for being
fooled: We huve elected and puid men to think for
us, politically, socially and every other way,
instead of thinking for ourselves, 1t huas been said
that any Elected body never rises higher than the
general level of the electors and if we take the
British House of Commons, the French, German.
or Amencan Senates, or even the Dublin or
Limerick Corporations we shall see how far we
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have fallen. But the future ligs with us, we can
make of it what we will Democracy has a
magnificent opportunity of righting all wrongs,
but it can be done only on one condition. We must
give up this blind hero-worship, make short shift
of all paid thinkers and begin to think for
ourselves. We may not get another O'Connell,
Wilson, Kaiser, King George, but if we get working
men and women in the quiet of their own homes,
in the workshops or in the Sinn Féin Clubs,
thinking their own problems, finding out what
they want and how to get it, we shall make more
progress in 10 years than these Leaders have made
im a hundred. We shan't all agree — God . forbid
that we should — but unleéss we always want to be
stuck in the mud, let us in heaven’s pame make a
start.

WORKERS OF IRELAND
{Air:— O'Donnell Abu)

Workers of Ireland, why crouch ye like cravens?
Why clutch an existence of insult and wani?
Why stand to be plucked by an army of ravens,
Or hoodwinked for ever by twaddle and cant?

Think of the wrongs yve bear,

Think of the rags ye wear,
Think of the insults endured from your birth;

Toiling in snow and rain,

Rearing up heaps of grain
All for the tyrants who grind you to earth,

Your brains are as keen as the brains of your
masters;
In :_!.yiﬂnms and strength, ye surpass them by far;
You've brave hearts that teach you to laugh at
:f_‘mﬂnm,
e vastly outnumber your tyrants in war,

Why, then, like cowards stand,

Using not brain or hand,
Thankful, like dogs, when they throw you a
bone!

Whit right have they to take

Things that ye toil to make?
Know yve not, comrades, that all is our own?

Rise in your might, brothers, bear it no longer,
Assemble in masses throughout the whole land
When workers and idlers confronted shall stand.
Through Castle, Court and Hall,
Over their acres all,
Onward we'll press like the waves of the sea;
Claiming the wealth we've made,
Ending the spoiler’s trade;
Labour shall triumph and Ireland be free!
J. Connell

All is not Gold that Glittars. — The Gymkhana

at the cricket grounds was a huge success (even in

war times). The display of colour in dresses was'
preity and, of course, 4 la mode. But there is
another mode, ie., the manner in which the
dresses were made and the prices paid for them,
and what percentage of that goes to the B.D. who
has to content himself with a peep over the wall,
not that the individuals who make the dresses ever
get 4 glimpse at the féte; no poor unfortunate
dewils they have to toil and moil until long after
the contestanis have departed before they can put
by their needle and depart home for a cup of tea
and a piece of war hread. Physical energy too far
gone to have a relish for unything else. The wage
paid generally to dressmakers in the city is 7/- per
week; hours 9 to 7, and often 10 o’clock on
Saturday night. Disgraceful!
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Tie Mav edition of [he Limerick Socialisg'
contained an article giving the background 1o the
dispute over the fentsang of o twenty-nine vear old
imerant widow and her  five children at Ruose
Cottage. ar the Island Rooad, Limerick After talks
between representolives of the tenanis of <y
Mory's Parish. the Itinerant Settlement Committes
and. the Corporation o April 25th, it was agreed
that the family would be allowed to move into the
house after repairs had been carried but and sOime
watlls built ot the rear of the hoise

I s HERDY ST &4 il s
families o i the Kland
Road would be moved 10 anethersite hecause of
the health hazard being created. The Iy manits o
Assumpta Park had feared "thar these itineran
families might have moved into the spacions yvard
at the rear of Rose Cottage it the agreement with
the Carparation had not been reachied.

The repairs the Thouse having beer
completed, the widow and her family apgreed 10
move into the house on Wednesday. May 22nad
However, in the earl mormng of the day befure
this move, Rose Cottage was destroyed by fire
The damage caused 10 the house hias  beeén
cstimated at between £1,500 and £2.000. Pain
and wallpaper boughi by the widow to re-decorate
the cottage was also destroved in the fire

In a reply 1o a Limerick Leader editorial of May
25th, Stephen Gleeson, chairman of the St Mary's
Residents' Association stated

meching thal oihe

plneruni UPYing a siro

It is erroneous to suggest that Rose Cottage
became the centre of controversy because “‘jt
became part of a plan for the housing of itinerant
families™. Anyone with a passing knowledge of
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this community would know that g total ol nine
twmerant  families have been integrated in our
imimediate vicinity ... With regard to the housing
of o widow and her children .. we promised our
full co-operntion and help to enable this mother to
rear her children as members of this happy
community. We are deeply saddened at the loss of
this beautiful home which held so many memories
for all of us. If there are “*sick minds at large™ they
are most certaanly not in this community ... we do
more than just pay lip-service to the cancept of
Christianity  with  pious. utterances. | would
respectlully suggest that if all areas of our fair city
wer : wo tolerant the problem of the Itinerant
Settlement Cormimittee would be ciasily solved. In
conclusion, we would like to add our voices to
your request for a full investigation into the cause
of the fire

I'he palice have garred LT
ko the cause of the fire but the
vel been released. 1t is also known that a row had
tuken  place  berween the widow and some
members of the itinerants from the Island Road
site a few days before the firs slarted,

a0 investigation
lindings have not

The homeless widow, whaose
cight years ago in a family feud, has been offered
other accommodation by the Corporation.
Meanwhile, Rose Cottage remains a2 burmtout
shell. with the mystery of its burning still
unsolved. Considering the long list of applicants
tor local authority houses. the large numbers of
people living in over-crowded and inadequate
conditions, the destruction of (his house can only
be described as a vindictive and senseless act. i

husband was killed

Kemmy

for the
council

MAKE YOUR VOTE
TALK.

JIM KEMMY HAS A
STRONG VOICE —
AND THE ABILITY

TO USE IT.

LET HIM BE YOUR

rVOICE ON THE

LIMERICK CITY
COUNCIL BY
GIVING HIM YOUR
No. 1 VOTE

ON JUNE 18th.
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A Workers' Councillor

For the fist time in the history of Limerck
politics a socialist worker, backed by o politically
conscious group, has openly presented himself as a
candidate at the local municipal elections, For the
first time ever the people of the city have an
opportunity of electing a genuine working class
councillor 1o represent them on the Limerick City
Council

Fhe decision of  the  Limerick Sodialist
Cirgarnisation aminate s chatrman,  Jim
Kemmy (o contest the Mo, Two Elecioral Ward is
therefore an  Important step i the  politicyl
development ol the working class in Limerick.
pespite the limiahions. on the  powers ol

widemooratie structune ol
the election  offers a unkgue

councitlors und

local sovérniment

pportunily lur political advancement
On the City Council Jim Kemimy will strive Lo
use s positiun defend and  advance the

il the peopl Backed |'-§. the
he will be able

democratic rivl

Limerick Socmlist

fewsnupel

ontinue o expose  and attack  mjustice and
discrimination. With the support of the paper he
will be dble to operate as an outspoken. vigilan

“satchdog” on all sections of Jocal government in

the city, Wiltly, rescarch and other assistance from
hix sociolist colleagues outside the Councll and
working in close consaltution with tepants and
residents: he will be able 1w bring  an
uncompromised voice W Limerick public life
Unlike the personal election 2'manifestos

candidates of the three mam
political parties. Jim Kemmy. s befitting a
socialist candidate, has  given a4 clear and
comprehensive statement of his political position
in his election hterature. No other candidate in

presented by the

Irish political history hoas called for Tollowing
| b
policies

* The democratic settlement of the Northern

fredand  conflic: based on the right of the
Northern Proresiani people to opi fur the siate
af their own choosing and the democratic rights
of Catholics in the N.I. State

® The compiete separation of Church and State.

* Full jfamily planning facilities as a basic human
arid civil right

L

The democratic control and marnagement of
schools and eolleges

At local level Jim Kemmy is seeking preater
participation by the people in the work of the
Corporation and the introduction of industrial
democracy to all departments of local government

All other candidates in Limerick have refused
o state their policies on these vital and
fundamental matters. These candidates are relying
on their “personalities” and on the strength of
their party machines to get elected. The
representatives of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael are
straightforward upholders of capitalism and make
no attempt to disguise their class position. The

Labour Purty, having shandoned the pretence of
the “Seventies will be Socialist™ policy, does not
now claim o be o socialist party. However, many
of  its  candidates still  attempt to  present
themselves as the political representatives of the
workers, The performance of the"Labour Party on
the Limerick City Council and on similar bodies
throughout the rest of the country closely follows
that of the Dublin Labour Party towards the end
of the lust century. On September 16th, 1899,
Jumes Connolly wrote:

We have no desire o carp at, or neadlessly to
criticise any party soiling Under the banner of
feborar, butr we feel we would nor be performing
aur duty to the sociallst working class of Ireland
dicdd we nor point out the fact that the interesis of
fabour are in no way imvolfved in the contest ... [t
coted  hardly be  otherwise. It should be
remembered that the Labour Party forma fraction
af the Municipal Council ... All of them hold the
same heliefs as the remainder of the Municipal
Comincil believe equally with them in the
capitalist system, and thar rent profit and interesi
are the necessary and inevitable pillars of society

. From the entry of the Labour Party into the
Municipal Council to the preseni day their course
has been marked by dissension, squabbling, and
recrimingtion. No single important move in the
iHterests of the worker was even mooted, the most
vlemn pledees were incontinently broken, and
where the workers looked for inspiration and
lradership, they have received nothing bul
disconeragement and disgust ... We see in this
cenrfest ... not a fight between capital and labour
hutta sordid scramble for position between two

sers  of  political  wire-pullers, both egually
centempiihle
In another article, Labour and Politics in

Ireland, written in April 1910, Connolly wrote:
“The Labour Party was a party only in name; it
came to signily only certain men who could be
trusted to draw working class support to the side
of cerfain capitalist factions™. The certain men
who can be trusted to draw Limenck working class
support  to the capitalist policies of the
Labour/Fine Guel alliance are Coughlan, Lipper
and all the other candidates going forward in the
name of Labour.

The people of Limerick have often been
maligned for being a backward, conservative lol.
Any objective observer, who has lived in and out
of Limerick, will testify that this picture is a false
one. In general, the people in Limerick are no
different from people in other parts of this
country. The conservative image of the city has
been largely earned by loud-mouthed spokesmen,
lay and clerical, who projected themselves and
their ignorant ideals as being generally
representative of the entire local community.

As the local election campaign now enters its
final phase the maturity and common sense of the

ordinary Limerick people is very much in evident.
It is obvious that a growing number of these
people dre demanding more enlightened and more
committed public representatives. It is also
obvious that they want a change away from the
window-dressing and petty squabbling that passes
for politics in Limerick.

The election campaign mounted on behalf of
Jim Kemmy has been led by local socialists and
trade union activists and has been one of the most
determined, best-organised efforts ever seen in a
local election in Limerick. The election workers on
the campaign team do not need market research
consultants to interpret their finding on the
canvass, The signs from the people living in Ward
Two are definite and unmistakable: the opening of
the ballot-boxes on June 19th will not only open
the way for the election of a socialist councillor
but also for a new era in the political development
of the Limerick working class.

7 YEAR ITCH

Already during the local election campaign
many people commented on the apparent
upsurge of activity being displayed by many of the
outgoing members of the City Council. The
spectacle of these Councillors rushing about their
Wards like distraught animals, leaving a trail of
promises behind them, is unlikely to fool the
electorate. Councillors who had even failed to visit
parts of their Wards are now, in the last days of
the seven-year stinis us public re ntatives,
poppi like Rip Van Winkles in the most
unfumrifiur places.

It is obvious from the attitudes in many areas
that people are not going to allow themselves to be
hoodwinked by politicians suffering from the
seven-year itch. What is needed is a new local
government structure to enable all Limerick
people to have direct access to the Corporation
decision-making process as it effecis their areas.

HELP

Our Publication Fund —
Make sure of your copy of

SOCIALIST

The voice of the worker

& one pound contribution ensuryy Thet you recedrs,
port fres, 12 months delivery

To Limerick Socislirt Organisstion
33 Gresnhill Rosd, Garryowen. Limariek

| encioss Pewtal Order/Chegue for £1, being
my mubseription Tor ong year,
MNAME

ADDRESS ..




ELECTION
MANIFESTO

The Limerick Socialist Orgarusotion has aominated iis
chairman, Jim Kammy, to conteit the local glections in
Ward No. Two. No other candidats in these slections has a
record of fighting Yor the people’s interorts to wqual Jim
Kamimv. For more then a decade ha has been the most
active and prominent tiade unionkst in Limerick. Ower
twenty-one year a trade unionlst, he has sarvedd B secratary
of the Limsrick Branch of tha Brick and Stonelayers’ Trade
Union for the past fourteen years. His sfforts on behalf of
his fellow-watkers in this lield culminatad in his election
last vear s president of the Limerick Council of Trede
Unions. & position 1o which he was re-slected sarfier this
yaar

KEMMY
FOR THE

COUNCIL

—

Jim Kemmy works @ a bricklayer with the Limarick
Corporation, No other candidute in the elections haa the
spme knowiedge of the building industry, hoiging and
maintenance a1 Jim Kemmy, He wrves as secretary of the
Limerick Buillding Trades' Group snd alio acti joint
secratary of the Area Joint Council for the Building
industry, Hiz knowledge of housing and fRaintEnancs
questioni makes him the best squipped candidate in these
aieat. His slection to the City Council will aho be
preliminary 1tep along the road to industrial democracy in
Limerichk

Among the other trade union offices hald by Jim
Kemmy i ihe ponition of wce-president of the Lplegate
Board of the Mechanits™ Instiiutn

This #lection iz = vital one for all worken and trache
unionists in Ward Na, Two. Their way farward [ claar
They can help in the advertament of their interesis by
voting No. 1 for Jim Kemmy on June 18th.

LIMERICK SOCIALIST

Jim Kemmy it 8 member of one of the olasst tamilies in
Garryawsn and continues to live in that part of the city. He
has an unrivalled knowledge of Limerick working class
history and is the historian of the Limerick Soviet. He ha
alscs written widaly on notable local incidents and
characters, including Michsel Hogan and John Franci
O Donnall,

Jim Kemmy stonds for the creation of a socislist society
in which sfl the people can share in the country’s wealth,
Ha stands for a world in which poverty and Injustice are
replaced by co-operation and equality. He stand:s opposed
to the present tystem of sconomic exploitation by which
profit and privilege are placed before the interests of the
pacple.

On the City Council Jim Kemmy wifl speak out
feariessiy on all aspects of local government. He will
demand greater domocracy at community level to enable
tenants and pecpls buying their own houses to have @
greater say in decisions effecting their areas. He will prem
for changes in the existing locol government structure to
provide the peopls of Limerick with the opportunity 1o
participate more in the work of the Comaoration. He el 1
seak tha introduction of induvtrial democracy in the veriow
departments of the Limerick Corporation to enable workers
in these undertakings to toke part in decision-making at all
igvels, He will demand that the Righeit priority ba given 1o
Houtlng Maintsnance and Street Clesning, 1o provide
smployment for more workers and # hetter wervice for the
citizans. He will consult with and report to all interested
propls and bodies.

Jim Kemmy also supporis the campaegn {or
aetension of multe-chanmel tHevisian o Limmeiick,

thi

WNOTE: Because the Limerick Socialist Qrgonisation i& not
regatared # & political party, Jim Kemmy will appear o a
“non-party” candidute on the ballot-paper. Your vote foe
Jim Eoarmmy el be cavt #s folines:

It elected ta the Limerick City Council, Jim Kemmy will
continue 1o advocate the policies outlined in the "Limerick
Socialist” newipaper over the past two-and-a-half yean. As
editor of this paper, ha ha attacked injustice and
diseriminaticn on all fronts and ki helped to reiss the

political awarsness of the people of Limerick concerming
thi prasent economic $ystem.

Jim Kemmy it o former moembar of the Labour Party,
During his membership of that party he spent three years as
a mamber of the National Administrative Council and scted
a8 chairman of its worker demoersey policy committee. On
a local level he served the party in many offices including

Pam Pai iy Vet

Kammy, dim o Farty | 1

SPREADING THE MESSAGE

chairman of
Directar ol Elections,

the East Limarick Gonstitusney Council,
Chairman of the Limerick City

Divisional Council snd secretary of the Michaol Keyes
Branch, Heo left the party in January 1872 when he became
convinced that it would not become socialist.

Ower the last ten vears Jim Kemmy has bean involved in

many debates apd controversies in defence of democracy
and social justice in Limarick. He hos played o leading part

in bringing about more open and tolorant attitudes in the
city

Mo other candidate in thh election jupports the

following national policies baing sdvocated by Jim K ammy:

The delation of Arvicles 2 and 4 of the Comtitution.
The damoperatic setilement of the Morthern lraland
canflict.

Tha recognition of the right of the Northern lteland
Protestint community to opt for the state of it own
choosing,

The recogrition of the democratic rights of the

Catholle community In the Northern IrefandUnited
Kingdom State,

Full family planning facilitiss & & basic human and
giiil Hight.

Tha complete separation of Church and State.

The democratic control and management of schools
and colleges &t all levels to provide for grestes
participation by students, parents and the community
in the determination of educational policies,

halp
to elect
Limerick's
first aver
Socialist
councillor

The forthcoming local election, to be held on
June 18th, presents the people of the No. 2 Ward
with the opportunity of electing Limerick’s first
ever socialist councillor. To secure the election of
Jim Kemmy to the City Council an intensive
campaign must be mounted. To carry through this
campaign the help, physical and financial, of all
socialist supporters in Limerick is needed. All
those wishing to assist with canvassing, postering,
transport and subscriptions are requested to
contact:

Jim Kemmy,

33 Greenhill Road,
Garryowen,
Limerick.
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to draw conclusions about to-day’s problems. Ask it is and will be a waste of time preaching agamsl

4 yourself what has happened to Limerick and the it).
RA[MEIS Limerick Leuader since s hmﬂninrtiﬂe in big bold
type was headed VOTE FOR THE LABOUR e ate
E(gtFHEILLﬂRS and, when Labour triumphed, ; _
By Dermot McEvoy the new council was greeted as A PEOPLE'S Incidentally, 1 don't] know what religion is

PARLIAMENT. The enemy then was British practised by the majority of s;:iple in Limerick
monied interests. Does it matter to the Limerick  these days but 1 am willing to t St. Alphonsus’s
: workingman that [rish monied interests are in to a hayseed that we do it differently here in
| think 1| had better explain how | come tobe charge to-day! And if there is any difference  London. A while ago feeling in need of a rest from
poking my nose into the affairs of the plain people  perween 4 Limerick workingman and a London this often delightfully wicked world I phoned the
of Limerick from my tandfall in partibus (20Y  yorkingman it is only a degree of enslavement. 1°s at Farm Street to see if they cou fix me up
bishop will tell you what that means). Well, I l‘_iili 4 for a weekend retreat at Southwell House in
as a scholarship boy what passed for an education A Hritish ex-soldier | know weil, now working 3 Hampstead. But no, Southwell was no longer a
at St/Flannan’s, Ennis, where | encountered the S5-hour week driving heavy lorries hundreds of  retreat house, the nearest of their places was
sons of the least successful Limerick grocers, miles Cvery night, wrofe this reply 1o those  Birmingham.
drapers and hoteliers, or, at any rale, the sons of supporters of Enoch Powell and “our British way

the meaner ones. The fathers “who'd gat on™ uf life” who attacked the unfortunate Asian When | demurred at travelling, the Jesuit | was
dispatched their offspring to classier places like ammigrants speaking 1o suggested | should perhaps try the
Clongowes or Castleknock. Additionally, my 1 Vincentian Fathers' retreat house at Mill Hill in
interest in Limerick springs from the fact that my If any Asiagn wanis 10 come t Glasgow 10 north-west London. Al Mill Hill underground

late father. Andy, wan editor of the panerick cegl the hroken-down renied siums in which "-"F station | found a charming woman (a good-looker
1 pader hefore the turn of the century. s vather, majurity of us live, they miust be cither off their  1o0) also on her way to the retreat — a mixed
foolishly, attempled to use the paper us a tribune Ireaddy. (i i even more dire straits than we are. The  retreat for men and women and, as I learned, to
to defend what he regarded as the natugal vights of  abominable comditions ... have nol changed much — my ing surprise, mixed also as regards brands
the people against the then bishup, the remarkable  sisce the A0 and 305 Then. there were hardly any. of faith, Catholic, Protestant, Dissenter. Next
E.T. O'Dwyer. ( Bishop O Dwyer nol only rode to @ -J'urm-:_f folk living here, so _!mbud_r could blame  shock was to discover that the man ‘‘giving the
hounds, but kept his own pack!) 1L was while them Jor wups, overcrowding in schools, peor  retreat” was not a Vincentian Father: it would be
researching thise stirring days that a distinguished ey of the working class erc. In those days men given by an Anglican doctor — a medical, not a
Irish journalist I'd been put into couch with by Dr.  like fonech Powell walked into the comfort of an  spiritual doctor — who himself was a convert
Conor Cruise O'Brien sent e the Limorick  officers’ mess B some place like f"*"""”"v not from Judaism to Christianity|(if Anglicanism is
S cialise and ,“gﬂ,mg that it's editor could do  giveg o tinkoer’s cupse for the conditions under  Christianity: it used not to be in my day —

with some help in his fight for the underdog whicl the working class lived 4 “Proddy. woddy, ring the bell, bring the divils out
They made Jokes about i, SUgResTing that if we  of hell™). )
Rut let's keep to the Limnerick connectio A Tpercd Dathes dnonk Fonses we weeld pn_sbabi"p keep We did not have Confession; Mass (this was

considerahle supporter af fathier’s tussle with  coal i et ... iy oplaton, the urdinary man celebrated by a Vincentian, not by the medical
Bighiop O Dwyer wis Joha Metnerney . clitiman ol i the streer hay as mich chance of getting social  doctor!)| was called “the Sacrament of the
e Livterick Boand of Guardians. S il any of - JUstee from the Enoch Powells of this land on the  Eucharist” in deference to the Anglicans’ feelings;
you, my readers, sre Hnnking of backing 1he Gght  haxis of heg Rritish as a tramp has of cadging @ and the Eucharist — in both forms — was given
£ Goci tan in drelind yau had hotter he froe el at Raffles Horel in Singapore. All this.  freely to all — Protestant, Catholic and Dissenter. |
pmpan:d W stand up to rehukes like the one ek about our Rrirish way of life’ fuils 1o deﬁqe met a nun (RC), a late vocation. with whom 1
Bishop (FDwyer cdministered  to poor John  the sword our for there are two nations i Britain  chatted about Irish affairs, She said with an air |
Molnerney. Said the hishop: coes e think that fo-day Hie nation of the rich with their polo thought of wistfulness that she had known Garret
hecanse he has hoen elected torun o workliouse e proedes, vavhis at Cowes, jel flights 1o the pleasure FitzGerald at National and that he'd been a greal
can run @ Clreh™ Then here’s another reason  §mrs of the world — aned the nation of the poor one for the girls. The Anglicans assured me they
why 1 feel | should ok into Limerick affinrs line wpself, living in dread of sickness or would soon be taking over the RC Church in
Another Mclpemey (Patrick). later o he my (enipluyment, rolisig that {f such does happen  England and “hringing new life to it”; many of the
grand-father, was Apairman of the knns Bourd of [ H-'['IH g ankler o load of debt and iy family W{H RCs there told me with a singular lack of charity
Cuardians at the same tHne s Melnerney (John)  siffer ceprivation ... ; that the sooner the Lord called Cardinal Heenan
was in charge of “reliel™ in Lumerick und ' the Fur  Britizh. _$t|haimutc Irish: for Raffles, the better, that he was blocking Christian unity
Limerick Leader evoted a heading article (fancy substitute Cruise’s. Should you hate the British? with his ‘‘nonsense™ about divorce and

that! ) defending Patrick Mclnerncy whi had Deen  Perhinps when you've dealt with the enemy in, contraception, a more progréssive man Was

fined half-aguines for being drunk antl disorderly Y- O'Couitell Street wanted. “th:' Archbishop qf Canterbury, |
at Ennis railway statian, ventured. not, the answered .
wmﬁ inl;f]"I:-iEL! L1He“ pimerick  Lpader wis it s 9N Y Y

1 don’t think the retreat did me an sitive

the. whole case. us presented by 3 Dnstrict harm and 1 think it would do Limerick lics
Inspector of the R .. showed that all my By now, you will have surely read in all the greqt deal of good. As | m?d_f the RC I:Hﬁﬂlﬂ- ;

grandfuther had been doing was shouting “Up lrish papers (or heard from Irish pulpits) of “the different here.
Kruger! " But, of course, the Boer War wus on and disaster” that’s facing Italy now that 39 per cenl
Limerick had just given the Freedom of the Uity of the lalian people have voted in favour of erkntane
1o Maud Gonne (McBride) and Major McBride was divorce. | worry more about the 40 per cent that
helping the Boers! No alliance of the McEvovs voted against divoree ... who would not tolerate it,  In the London Times birth notices: “A son,
and the Mclnerneys was contemplated at the time who considered it too dangerous for other Italians, Michael Francis, born at Watford, Herts., to Pat
which was just as well as my father’s father, my even non-Catholic Italians. My sympathies are with (nee  McGowan) and Frank O'Neill. Made in |
paternal grandfather, was @ District Inspector of the wat pensioners who sat silently in one of Eﬁhﬁﬂ".ﬂﬂ'ﬁ. this is taking disenchantment with
the RI.C. in Crossmolina! So, in an odd way for Rome's main squares carrying banner, - and too far. Fancy depriving Ireland of even
which I have no responsibility, | have, as Canor “Politicians: think of reforms, of pensions for the the vicarious thrill that went into Michael Francis’s
Cruise 'O'Brien puts it about his own upbringing, uged™ manufacture! '
g foot in both graves™. Introductions over, let’s
move on. Ask vour parish priest, or favourite Jesuit or (R R R R R

Redemptorist. to preach hellfire against the

TR exploiters of the poor, the sick and the aged. Who  The next piece of Réiméis will also be from “
are they? Every shopkeeper in Limerick, every partibus", but this time it be from Brooklyn
Irish people | meet continually complain at the garage on the ways out. This would give our priests the South Shore, New J .
Eﬂl being resurrected to make a point, but there and bishops something to gel their teeth into am joining Liam Lenihan, the
_in truth, no better way of understanding the instead of hothering about what boys and girlide Brian hutn'by no means & supporter of his, to chew
present than to study the past. But, try to put itin in laneways or the backs of mator cars. (For the over old times. | have not seen him gince S
the context of the past before an attempt is made record, | don't approve of promiscuity, but | know Flannan's days.

&
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LIMERICK SOCIALIST

INCOME TAX

THE SYSTEM THAT' DISCRIMINATES IN FAVOUR OF THE RICH

There are a number of grounds on which the
present income fax code can be seen 1o
diseriminate against the wage and salary earners of
this country.

(1) The most obvious one is that the person
paying PAYE tax has no loopholes:  he is caught
in the net, opersted jointly by the Revenue
Commissioners and the emplovers. and has no
escape, Businessmen, on the other hand. are
assessable under S hedule D, a5 it’s called, and the
f%rst importunt difference w that the Revenue
Commissioners’ accept the figures submitled by
businessmen or their aceountants as their true
profits, 1t i obvious that the Geures will he related
directly 10 the honesty  or otherwise of e
busibessmen and it s clear, that o lot ol (hein
senouwsly understute their profits. The Revenue
Commissioners Nave imalficient utl o properly
Hlpl.‘.'n.tlt'.' the svstem. In the Clrcunslunges 1|IrL‘L'II
Government pobicy conmives n ensuring that th

person who pays tux under the PAY L system bears
un unfair propottion of the tex burden

(2)  Another difTerdrice and one that i Clearly
ro- the advantage of those who are sssessistd under
Schedule B s that their meome lar assesstient
the incomé ol the previons veur wheress PAYLE
taxpuyers are taxed o their aotual mdomwe of the
vear. tooan anflationary persod ikl profits and
wages  isiig  this means i effedt that any
suceessiul Businessman will have the Bepefit of Wi
actuad years profits feg. for mvestient purposes)
for a veur betore they (or at uny it the deelared
proportiom oF the b aitriet 1ok

E31  The rules reganding allowahbe oxmmses are
mueh more stoogent for the PAYL tuxpaver than

for s O osunterpure, the protessional  man on

self-emploved  person:  Dodtans,  Godtiongers
priests, ote can and do elabm that. for insianee.
the bulk of thelr motoring expenses e Tor

business use whicicas i1 the ordinary cimploved
PeTsan even attempis Too o bus fares o work it
i dmiediately culed out. This ‘o blatanly anthir.

(40 Pl Benter off youare the Tonger you can
defer poyvment of tux. There s a complicared
appeals. progeduone foi the sell-employved which cun
and does postpont the payment of tax Tor the
wedlthy who can offord 1o pay sccountants o
look-after their affairs. Whilst the ordinary PAYE
LAXpaver IS now paving mcome tax on hs curreni
974075 earmings, inmany cases it cun he assumd
that the rich are still successfully Lolding up
payments of, say. 1W72/73 tax.

(5)  Much has been made of the recent Budget
and the Coalition Governmert would have us
belicve that they have carried out a mujor reform
of the tax system. This is patently fulse. as any
analysis of Ryan's proposals will revea!,

Even the official figures produced do not muke
for exciting reading.

Earnings  Old System  New System  Tax

(2 children Savings

under 11,1

aver [1]
E1500 £ 6615 £ 2600 £ 40.15
£ 2000 £ 197.40 £ 156.00 £ 4140
£23500 £ 37240 L 286.00 £ B640
£3000 £ 59990 £ 42050 £179.40
£10000 £420370 £3883.00  £320.70

The dbove sllustrates the income tax payable
under old and new systems on earnings of &
married persun with three children. But this -
poor and oll as it is  Fails o present a true picture
of the sittmtion. A single person for instance
would at the very best. and  repardless of
whereabouts on the pay scalé he stood, would fare
even a lot less well interms of tux savings than the
married mon us ghove.

Earmings  Old System  New System  Tax
Savings
£2.500 £595.35 £560.50 £34 85

Can ligures of this nuture - £30/£40 u year for
4 skzcahle proportion ol the working population be
regarded a8 a mapor reform? Spread out over 52
weeks the "increase™ is totally inadequate even to
Keop pace with inflation. 1t should also be pointed
out s Mr. Ryan was careful to avoid mentioning

that in i stzeable number of cases the tax saving
will ‘he reduced even lurther than the official
figures demonstrated. The people who are hil
lardest here dre thise whose esrnings are £2.000
o just o little over that. By reducing the lowest
ux rate ton 26p in the L (Tor all taxpavers — why
diould  he have duone this and given wealthy
execiives ele g greater increase than those
struggling  on subsistence wages?),| Ryan in fact
reduced dhe e of reliel’ tor o wide range of
personal 1ax allowanges, Mortgage or bank loan
mrterest da very sizeable slice of many. young

married couple’s earnings ar today's interest rates),
contribtutions (o the VI, superannuation, social
weltare, hile assurance policies etc, now get relief
4 the rite of 26p in the £, wheress previously
they obiained reliel a1 the rate of 35p in the £.

_ Au frsh Press antele by Michael Conway on
st Apnl toek us an example Mr. Ryan's
iypothetical £3,000 o vear family man, Assume he
Ias new L3000 mortgage (interest rspayments al
P15, £56.2.50 per annum, which would qualify for
tax pebien), ossume also he pays into & 5%
superannuation’ fund, pays £50 to the VHI, and
has tox reliel £30 for Life Ass. policies, and £80
for allowahle expenses. His total tax allowance -
ignoring his martied and child allowances — is
Lx2.50. When those received rellel at 35p in the
L. they were worth £312.37 10 the individual,
Now . unlar the new system. they are only warth
L2305 to him, This difference, of £73.32, is the
vist ol reforming the tax system that Ryan did
minl refer 1oiin his speech.

Another  invidious  aspect  of the Budget
proposals was' the abalition of Earned Income
Reliel. Nor only does this knock the good out of
the increased personal ullowances, and incidentally
remove one of the few 1ax incentives for the
wage-earner, but it substantially improved the tax
position of those living off unearmed income
(nvestments  in stocks  and  shares, deposit
accounls, e1e.)

To take an example.

OId System New
System
Unearned '
Income £2.000 £2,000
Personal
Allowanee £ 299 £ 500
Taxable i': l_.;ﬂ-i Taxable E l_ﬂ-ﬁ
@ 35p | £ 595315 # 2ap L gﬂ'ﬂ'

Therefore the person who doesn't have 1o lift a
finger but denves his income from investments
saves in this instance £205.35p. Here indeed is a
major tax eform! And one that discriminates
viciously against the person who has to earn his
money by the sweat of his brow. Compare the
substantial savings here of the parasite who lives
off invested capital (extracted from the surplus
value pmduuml%y the workers) against the measly
£50/£40 given to a worker who has Lo earn every
penny of his £2,000,

It is palpably clear that the so-called reforms of
Ryan's budget are but a drop in the ocean and are
merely tinkerings with o system that needs a
complete overhaul.

This is the kiy point — the income tax system
operated by the government is essentially one
which favours the bosses. Whilst it is true that the
paperwork involved in keeping the PAYE system
on the rails is increasingly becoming a burden for
the emplovers. nonetheless they continue to
operate the onerous task — and the essential
reason is that the tax collected through PAYE is

largely responsible for keeping the spotlight off
the bosses and the understatement u!‘?{;llmf';lwu that
they can consequently get away with.

Therefore the struggle for a just tax system
must be seen in the context of the overall struggle
for a socinlist society. In this regard the trade
umions must be drawn into the forefront of the
struggle. In the past trade unions have shown a
narrow, blinkered attitude towards the aspirations
and needs of their members. It is now increasingly
realised that it is no good to bargain for increased
wiiges without having regard to the proportion of
the negotisted increase that will be swallowed up
iIn taxation.
~ In mere practical terms what should be the
immediaie demands of the PAYE taxpayer?

(1) A campaign should be initisted which
would demand that the PAYE 1 er have the
same basis of assessment us those taxed under
Schedule D. Whilst this peint might prove difficult
to grasp for the ordinary worker, nonetheless there
would be a quite useful tax saving involved. It
would be i demand that could be pressed forward
in the interests of simple justice. '

(2) A less obvious but very vital reform would
be 4 campaign to insist on adequate staffing to
propetly supervise the operation of the taxes that
relate to businesses and professional people. It is
not sufficiently widely appreciated that the staff
available to the Revenue Commissioners is totally
inadequate 1o cope with the volume of work
invalved, and that in regard to the taxes which
require technical expertise (ie. the non-PAYE
taxes) there is a pievailing attitude of just
accepting any old thing as there is no possibility
open to the staflf of checking the veracity o
otherwise of the accounts submitted. Especially
with regard to the new taxes it should be insisted
that additional staff be recruited, otherwise
evasion will be widespread and the effect of the
taxes will be minimal.

(3)  The committment of the Minister for
Finance 1o progressively review the income tax
allowances must be constantly borme in mind, The
new demand should be something like: minimum
allowance for a single person £1,000 for a
widow(er) £1,200 and for a married person £1,600
(or more, of course). These are minimur
demands. '

(4) Penulties for evasion should be . and
the derisory present level of fines should be revised
completely.
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Lesicrto the Hditer

LIMERICK SOCIALIST

The Election

Bengal Terrace
Old Cork Road,
Limerick

Tune 4th, 1974

The Editor,
“Limerick Soculist™
Greenhill Road,
Garrvowen,
LIMERICK

Dear Sir,

I was strolling through Nicholas Street in e
Partsh the other doyv on my wav to the Clare Hills
when | met an old friend of mine from St Mary's
Park. He was carrying o bulging plastic bag and was
surrounded by four or five vonng children, We
exchonged greetings and then | osked him what
was.in the bug He opened it o revial somie
wellworn bathing togs, o towel and a linge har
Tl RN

'I'|L1-'I1 just kg the kuds down 1o the rver for o
bath™, he tole me

“Down 1o the
surprised.

“Oh. yes”, he sud. We do hove 1o g0 o the
Shannon Fields for o bath all the time, As yirll
know voursell most of us huve no bathrooms i
the Island Fwld™

“Bit wn the coul side for bathing in ihe
Shannon, isn't it?” | suggested

“Tis an” all”, he agreed. "but what else can we
do? We have to keep the children clean somehow ™

“But the Bland Field was the verv first
Corporation estute to be built way back in the
Thirties, wasn't #6?" | said. “You'd think they'd
have put bathrooms in there by pow "

“Well, now you're talking”, said nly friend. =If

romises had any welght at all Limerick would
ve u'l:!izrd vears ago. The local elections are on
again after a gap of seven years ang we have all the
clever boyos coming around knocking on the
doors looking for our wotes. They've suddenly
re red that the Island Field is still stuck
down there in the comner of King's Island where
they hid it away in the first place. Your man (he
mentioned the name of a well-known Councillor)
came knocking on my door the other day asking
me if 1'd vote for his party. “God", says | to him,
you got very grey since | last saw you'. And he
did! He had aged seven years,

1 ask you, Mr. Editor, can this man be blamed
for his cynicism? Suddenly with the loeal clections
only a couple of weeks away, every Councillor i
Limerick has rediscovered his constituents. And
(can there be any doubt about it?) as soon as the
elections are over they will be forgotten just as
suddenly.

One such Councillor who recently rediscovered

river lTor a bath™ 1 said.

the Island Field now tells the prospective voters
(with the help of some well-placed Press releases)
that he ix going to pessuade the Corporation te
spend 1o less than half o million pounds on that
sudly-neglected estate! Anuther City Father, with
extuisite timing, has just plucked up the courge
to fell ws that itmerants should be “disciplined "
and that he would not like to have any of them
living near HIM until they ARE disciplined.
Interesting, isn’t it, that this bold declaration was
nat made until AFTER Rose Coitage was burned
down” We are alvo promised 4 new body to
promote live theatre in Limerick. Fine. And whilst
e how-tie set are posing for photographs in the
foyer of the City Theatre, that man from St
Mary's Park will still be taking his children down
to the river Tor a wash

IF on'y we vote for the righi people, every
pot-hole mevery street in Limerick will be filled in
wvernight: every leaking roof will be reslated:
every dangerous road junction will be miraculously
rendered  safe. we shall have so many new
swimming pouls and other recrentional facilities
that there will be no room left to buifd houses,
and {the most cynical promise of all) “politics”
will be taken out of Local Government, What do
these Councillors take the peaple of Limerick for?
1Mo they think the citizens are as simple-minded as
Hhemselves!”

It 1 were osked 1o define the Average
Councillor. 1 should do so as follows: “The
Avenge Councillor & 0 man who considers it
imiperative  for his own survival that injustice
against his constituents be perpetuated and that
they be deprived of some of their basic rights as
citizens, so that he, the Councillor, may be seen (o
fight on their behalf without necessarily winning,
and so retain his position of power”

Well, whore does all this leave us? It lesves T
searching in the gloom for 4 man of special ealibre,
o man of honesty and sincerity. A man who will
refuse to play ot compromise politics in ‘order o
win votes. A man who would rather win no votes
at all than to tell 4 lie or deceive the people. After
all the vears of evnicism und stagnation, | believe
that there is at last. and for the very first time,
such a4 man contesting the loeal elections in
Limerick City. That man is Jim Remmy.

Jim Kemmy's record of service is there for all
o see. He has for vears worked tirclessly for the
people of Limerick, both as a leading trade
unionist and as, simply, a concerned neighbonr.
His spare time in recent years has hardly been his
own, such have been the demands made on him by
fellow-citizens who, weary of the apathy of thei
elected representatives. have taken their problems
to his front door in the confident knowledge that
every effort would be made (o help them,

lim Kemmy's honesty and  refusal  to
compromise can never be called into question. In
the very same issue of the *Limerick Socialist”
that he announced his candidature for the
Limerick City Council, he also proceeded, quite

fearlessly, to demolish some of the sacred cows of
our society, knowing, as he must have done, that
he would be upsetting a lot of people, There is not
a Councillor or a T.D. in Limerick who would have
had that kind of courage. There can be no doubt
that if Jim Kemmy is elected, the Limerick City
Council will never be the same again. The cosy,
back-slapping, club atmosphere will be gone, and
behind-the-scenes “deals” and “arrangements” to
keep the boat from rocking will be a lot harder to
get away with,

Of course Jim Kemmy isn't perfect. In fact; he
has one almost fatal fault for a politician, He js
just TOO HONEST

Yours faithfully,
SEAN BOURKE

ERSE IN ‘ERNEST"

On an eardier trip | was held over a few hours ir
Ireland, on the River Shannon, not far fron
Limerick, having flown in from Lisbon on the wa
to England, | looked up the hill and saw o
attractive  schoolhouse.  With Douglas Poteat
lawyer-economist, | climed the bo to th
school. It was a three-class-room ﬁdﬁg Up tc
cight, eight to twelve, and twelve on. There wen
two teschers. We went into the room for the
eight-to-twelves, where a tall twinkle-eyed,
middle-nged man, with rod in hand, was giving
mstruction. After the usual introduction, we're
from New York, etcetera, | nsked why he taught
Erse in these days of o dream of Basic English.
Obviously hfn this m?n. dedicated to t IT and
a good job he did, I'm sure — the purpose of Erse
was (o educate the people of Southern Ireland tc
isolationism, A separate language did more for
nationalism than a flag or national anthem or salute.

When we were about to leave, the teacher’s
fiftren-year-old daughter appeared on the scene
with her father's lunch, not much, but well
wrapped. We walked down to the little village with
this bright, Irish girl and her friend. “Why do
you hate the English?” was my opener. “No such
thing”, came the answer. “I have a brother in the
RAF., and next month I'm going to London to
work as a secretary. | can do better than here. I can
get two pounds a week to start with™,

I made inquiries and found that 3 high
gr«lmt:vl'tifnjllllJ of mhﬂn I:-lehnd men were in ﬂﬁ
ritish military ces and many more working
the war factoriés of England and Scotland. But still
it’s the same problem. No matter what the historic
causes, religious or racial nationalism has made and
still makes irrational, cruel and costly enemies of
mankind. Southern Ireland wants to own Protestant
Northern Ireland. | tried to find a rational for this
desire. According to the census of 1937, about
one-third of the population of Northern Ireland is
Catholic. Do they get shabby treatment? Are they
not serviced by police and collectors and
roads just the same as the rest of the E::Iiuh?
The mass of people, as dfmtinguighqfo the
leaders, had no answer to these queries. As for the
leaders, | suspect they are concerned primarily with
a yen for power and political campaign issues, And
so Ireland is torn with dissension which throttles all

progress,

“The Besr Is Yer” by Morris L, Emest, 1947
edition),

Published by the Limerick Socialist Orgamisation




