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death on the Titanic

Above, Hannah Gedfrey, Doon, pictured with a friend,
survived the Titanic disaster, the late Thomas O’Brien,
fop right, from Bonavie, the great-grand uncle of auther

Martina Devlin, died in the tragedy

Far right, Author Martina Devlin in the restored railway
station in Cobh which was used by Titonic pussengers,

and, right, her new book, Ship of Dreams

some time, we don’t know,
but he eloped with a girl
from the next townland.
Together they made their
way to Cobh, then known
as  Queenstown, and
bought a steamship ticket
to New York for £15/10s.
“And here’s Whrf?
chance ox fate or
plain  bad luck :
vened. The liner Tom and
Hannah VVCiG‘ dhO to *z 7

{ cr(,:», ; use
btedmsmpu were

ﬂne
reliant on coal and the

Welsh miners were strik-
ing for minimum pay. The
couple had their tickets
transferred to the next
available crossing. And

the ship that was fo take
them on their journey to
the New World was the
Titanic.”

Aside from Tom’s story,
there were two other peo-
ple’s stories that Martina
wanted to set down: Han-
nah Godfrey, the “worman
with  whom  Thomas
aloped, and N? ion
(¥Brien, their ba’}_\/.
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steamed too fast through
the iceberg region on her
maiden vovage, without
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Continuing her
research, the next ques-
tion that was posed for
Martina was: did Tom
and Hannah ever, indeed,
marry?

“Did granny have a
relation on the Titanic?” I
asko(i my mother. Her
forehead pleated. ‘Thats
ringing a vague bell,” she
admitted. T don’t know
thing much about it,
mat there’s a famﬂy
. We knew nav-
k about it as chii-
It upset  your
gram}y too mnch.”

“Why was he never

mentioned? No record of

a ceremony was found in
Ireland, but surely this
wasn't enough to éxplain

the silence.”

Then Martina got her
hands on her Irish Inde-
pendent colleague Senan
Molony’s non-fiction book
The Irish Aboard Titanic.
It told how Tom’s sisters
had offered Hannah a
home in Chicago, but she
had refused to leave New
Yor saying she’d he
"enaa ded all the time of
Tot

What struck Marting
most during research wi
how, the more she rea
abott the sinking, the
more it became clear how
little the aftermath fig
ured in fiction or film.

“And then I set aside the
hunt to trace Hannah and
Marion’s story, because

by now I had embarked on
the novel and wanted to
write the version of
events my imagination
suggested. Where I knew
facts, I'd be obliged to use
them. Not knowing gave
me freedom. I toﬂk as my
starting point a p r«sgnaﬂ

an eiopnmﬁm and a
th  from umw i
aboard the world's
famous ship.

what Lheﬂ? Wouid‘, yO
glass be half-full or hal
empty? Would you feédl
blessed or blighted?”
Ship of Drﬂam% Marti-
I s published by
£17.99.
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IFAE{S 2 non—proﬁt forming education toundation;

DIPLOMA COURSE
IN SOCIAL STUDIES

| BY DISTANCE EDUCATION
. HOME STUDY ONE ACADEMIC YEAR

THE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR

educational foundation and is providing a diploma
course in Social Studies with individual tuition
which allows you to qualify for a diploma. in the

comfort of your own home. No classes attended.

Tutors will assist the students throughout the
course by distance education. No precious standard
of education is stressed.

Social studies brings together material from
SOCIOLOGY, HISTORY, SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY,
SOCIAL ECONOMICS, HUMAN GEOGRAPHY,
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY,

AND COUNSELLING.

Grants available for people on benefit.

For immediate information please contact Laura
at tel; 022 29358 or 0818365305.
IFAE Information Office P.O. box 93, Eglinton Street, Cork

i or write to International Foundation for Adult Education.

Department of Social Science Postbus 47910,
The Hague 2504CE, The Netherlands.
Email; ifae@postmaster.co.uk

Management and Staff at the Mid-
Western Regional Maternity Hospital,
Ennis Road, Limerick wish to inform
you that there will be a change in visit-
ing times from October [5th 2007.

The new times are
{3:30hrs ~ 15:30hrs
and 18:30hrs — 20:30hrs.

Visitors arriving outside of these official
times will not be allowed admission.
Visiting times for partners or support
person remain 9am — 9pm
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