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EXKECUTIONS IN LIMERICK.

On Monday last, the extreme sentence of the law,
pronounced at the Special Commission for this'county,
on William Ryan *‘Puck,” for the muzder of John
Kelly, aud Andrew Dea, for the murderof Edward Mur-
phy, was carried inte effect on the drop of the county !
gaol, before which a vast number of persons from this
county and ecity, (including the father, mother, and '
sisterf the unfortunate youth, Dea, and the mother |
and bother of the Ui-fated Ryan “ Puck,”) had assem-
bled. ‘A troop of the st Kayal Dragoons, and the entire
of the city police, upder Sub-laspector Williams, were
drawn yf in fyont #f the gaol, while two eompanies of
the a%xg&og were stationed in the Artillery bar-
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racks, convenien the prison, yeady for duty shoukil{

their services be reguired. Major-General Napiery¥
Colonel Cox, and Lieut.-Col. Doyle, were slso in atten-

dance. At half-past two o'clock, William 3mith, Rsq.
Sub-Shesiff, arrived, and. proceeded direct to the

respective cells of the condemned felons, where he

found each earnestly engaged in religious devolion

with their spiritual directors, the Rev. Willirra Bouarke,

R.C. chaplain, Rev. William M'Doonell, Rev. James

Ryen, Rev. J. Bunton, Rev.J. Quinlan, and Rev. M.

Cosgrave. Mr. James Walsh, principal of the order of
the Christian Brothers, in this city, was slsp in atten.

dance on the culprite, and assisted in the devotionel

exercises, Two executioners were uummor%ed to the

press-room, where both criminals were pinioned, and

evinced at this preparatory stage the most pdrfect resig-

nation to theirfate. The elergymen having puton their
canonicals, the mournfulprocession formed in the avenue

fronting the tower vpon whick the scaffold was
erected, and the appearance of the eriminals as they
slowly approached the last stage of their exisience,

produced deep and profound impressions upon the

yespeetabla class of spectators who were sdmitted
within the prison walls. Dea, a handsome lad, of mild
innocentaspect, whahadonly enterad upon bisnineteenth

_yeur, appeared weak snd depyfised—yet he walked
with a firm step to the scaffold, holding & book in his
hands, from which he repeated the litanies and prayers
appropriate for the occasion, after three clergymen by
whom he was supported. Ryan * Puck* evinced
more resolution, and did not display any symptom of
uneasiness—he, to, was accompanied by three Roman
Catholic Prieste, and held a crucifix and beads between
his hands, praying sloud, in an audible tone, and,
to all sppearance, exhibjted a sincere repentance
for his past sins, imploring God to have mercy
upon his soul. By directions of the Sheriff, no per-
sons, save the clergymen, the officers of the prison, and

the executioners, were admitted upon the terrace of
the tower, a regnlation adopted at the request: of the

chaplain, Having ascended the piace of execution, the
two ill-fated yourg men, (Ryan being only 23 years of
age) continued in prayer with the clergy for about ten

minutes, after which the Dublin hangman, veilsd with

black serge, came forward to perform his revolting
duty, as finisher of the Jaw. The ropes were adjusted,

snd caps drawn over the faces of the doomed victime—

the fatsl bolt was next drawn, and Dea was launched into

eternity, dying withoutastruggle. Ryan® Puck” struggled

hard for mang seconds, and from the convulsive heaving
of the body, must have suffered great agony, if in a state

of consciousness, The bodies having suspeaded for the
usual time were cut down, and conveyed in coffins to

the prison yard for interment, the relatives of both being
permited to perforin the sad offics of washing,

shrouding, &c.

We subjoin the following dying declarations of guilt,
made by Dea and Ryan, and which were prepared by
themselves. Dea wrote a very good hand, and was an
intelligent youth—Ryan onlylearned to read and write in
the county gaol about twelve months ago, while under-
going imprisonment for another offence i~

i County Limerick Gaol, February 6, 1848.

Jadmit the justice of the sentence pronounctd upon
me.
1 bumbly beg pardon of the Almighty God for them,
and hope for his mercy through the sufferings and death
of my Loxrd and Redeemer Jesus Christ. I humbly ask
pardon of every one | may have injured or offended, or
to whom any act of my life may have given bad example,
as I hope for perdon for my sins from the greav God.
I freely end from my heart forgive all those who prose-
cuted me or otherwise injured me.

1 azeribe all my mizfortune end crimes to the neglect
of my religious duties, and I advise all young persons
like me to attend to the instructions and advics of their
clergy, which I am now sorry for having neglected.
I do declare that during my life I have never received
one farthing for anything except what 1 earned ss a
iabourer by sweat of my brow. T ‘hope thas all who
rend or hear this will pray to the Lord to have mercy
on my soul.

(Sizned)

WILLIAM RYAN.

Present—The Governor, the Cheplain, Mr. Roche, /

Chief turnkey, Rev, Mr. Rysn, Rev. J. Bunton, Daniel’
Fitzgerald.

1 am sorry from my heart for all my crimes, and |

County Limerick Gaol, February 6, 1848,

I edmit the justice of the sentence pronounced upon
me, I have committed the awfal crime for which § am
about to suffer, I was pot mided or assisted in it;
nejther my brother or any other person was with me;
I alone eommitted it, and beseech mercy from God.
1 implore forgiveness of my other sins against him
through the merits of my blessed Redeemer Jesus
Christ. )

1 beg of ullwho may hear of my untimely end to
beware of indulging revenge, which was the cauase of
my committing this crime, and to pray to God to have
mercy on wy soul, 1 freely forgive all those who were
engaged in my prosecution.

{Signed) ANDREW DEA.

Present—The Governor, the Ghaplain, Mr. Roche,
Rev. Mz, Ryan, Rev. J. Banton, Daniel Fitzgerald.

The day previous to execution, Ryairsnd Dea were
permitted to take farewell of their parents, brothersand
sisters—that night, being allowed candles in their celis
they did not retire to rest, but remained up &t prayer.
At every visit of theturnkeys, they were found absorbed
in devational exercises, .

Ryan (Puck) last week sent a message from the gaol,
to beg pardon of the cabman whose horse had been shot
by hira January 12 month, when Mr. J. Hanrahan of
this city, Iate pay clerk of the Board of Works, was
robbed nsar Hermitage.

The next execution at the county gaolis that of John
Renihan, for the murder of John M'Inery. The cul-
prit is to be hanged on Friday next, and we regret to
aay, isthe only one of six under the eame fatal doom,
who appears stupidly indifferent and regardiess of the
awful judgment impending over him. He gives no
attention to the sedulous remonstrance of his spiritual
rdvisers.

On the 224 inst. James Skeahan and James Quane are
to undergo the extreme penalty of the law, for the
murder of Mr, Ralph Hill. Same day, Michsel Howard
is to be executed for the murder of Johanna and Cor-
nelius Hourigan (mother and son}, but some hopes of
a reprieve are entertained for the culprit.

"Another Michael Howard hanged Jast August for the
same murder, publicly protested hisinnocence of the
crime on the scaffold, and made a written declaration
to that effect in prison. Though having the same
christian name and sirname, it appears the two men
were no relatives whatever.

Mr. Riding, accompsnied by Professor Barnett, and
Mr. Falkener (a scientific gentleman from England),
have takea casts of the heads of Ryan and Des, exegu-
ted on Monday, which they purpose sending to the
different Phrenological Societies without any remark,—
There could not be two heads (within tbe range of
vational persons) which present more different develope-
.ments then the heads of these two criminals.

“We understand that the father of Rysn “ Puck” was
kitled in o faction fight some years 8go.

Mr. J. Sullivan, of the Cork weigh-house, declnres
the Judges sentence upon Ryan (Puck} was ilegal \~—
February next was omitted.

[T ———

Saturday night, Head-Constable Michael O’Sullivan
arrested a gang of sheep-stealers in the neighbourhood
of Feenagh, and who are fully committed to abide their
trial at the assizes.

The Newcastle Police arrested, on Friday night
Fdward Madigen, Daniel Ryan, John Herliby, Patt.
Barry, charged with attacking the houses of Michael
Roche, Thomas M‘Enery, Maurice Dore, and several
others in the townland of Gurtslaw.

A large quantity of potatoes were stolen trom Green-
hills on Sunday night. )

Yesterday, Francis Ryley was arrested by the Ardna-
crusha Police for stealing a horse from Thomas
O’ Loghlin, near Loughrea,

The lives of Stephen Sandes, George Wren, and
Thomas O’Connor, Esqrs. residing in thé neigbbour-
hood of Ballylongford, have been threatened by.anony-
mous miscreants. A man named Sullivan has impit-
cated near a dozen persons in the plot to aseassinate
those gentlemen.

Martin Cagey, a farmer, is committed to Nenagh
gaol by the Lovrha bench of magistrates to abide his
trial at the assizes, for a felonioys assault upon his
servant, Mary Guilfoyle, aged 15%ears,

‘The house of a farmer named Mihahan, at Mungret,
was attacked on Sunday night by an armed party, wha
fired a shot to intimidate him, but the mau end bis

family determined %o resist, and the fellows withdrew, |

not having effccted an entrance,




