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on Saturday morning, June 12th, when a Solemn
PA% High Mass was celebrated in thanksgiving for the
canonization of Pope Pius the Tenth. His Lordship,
the Bishop, presided at the Throne. Members of the
Cathedral Chapter were present and a large gathering
of clergy, secular and regular.

It was a happy thought to make the occasion a
Children’s Day. Children were the first to benefit from
the new eucharistic legislation, and they have been in
the forefront of the efforts to revive the Gregorian Chant
in our church services that were so strenuously en-
couraged by the holy pope. Accompanied by their
teachers, religious and lay. they filled the nave and aisles
to capacity. Places of honour were given to the little
First Communicants. All joined in the singing of the
Ordinary of the Mass while a special choir from Laurel
Hill Convent, F.C.]J. sang the Proper.

After the Gospel, the Bishop in cope and mitre and
bearing the crozier was conducted by his chaplains to
the pulpit. In a sermon on the life and work of the new
Saint His Lordship said that if the custom still prevailed
Pope Pius X would have been declared a saint even be-
fore now by popular acclamation. The Bishop recalled
that when he was studying in Rome some 35 years ago
the people venerated Pope Pius X as a saint although
he was dead no more than six years.

|HE newly-decorated Cathedral looked very weli
33
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BOUT 550 pilgrims, 40 of them invalids, are trav-

elling to Lourdes on the diocesan pilgrimage, led by
His Lordship, and will leave Limerick on Wednesday,
August 11th. Those able to travel are but a fraction of
the large numbers throughout the diocese whose
thoughfs turn to Lourdes in the Marian Year. Arrange-
ments have been made for the enrolment of Associate
Members of the pilgrimage and the necessary informat-
ion and leaflets will be available shortly in every parish.
Associate membership of an official pilgrimage is second
only to making the pilgrimage itself. Associate mem-
bers are united in thought and prayer with those who
travel. Become a member and pray fervently that if it
so pleases Our Lord and Our Lady cures may be grant-
ed. And if our sick return without a benefit in health
our prayer will be that they be granted resignation in
their suffering. Heroic endurance of suffering for the
love of God is another kind of miracle and it is granted
only to prayer.

IN the course of this year’s Pastoral Letter the Bishop
spoke of the financial needs of our Cathedral and
Diocesan College. The Cathedral has been entirely
renovated and a new college is urgently needed. The
collection which His Lordship mentioned in the Letter
will take place in the coming autumn. Unfortunately,
this collection, however successful, can only be regarded
as a beginning. The sum required 1s very large and it
is entirely a diocesan responsibility. No building grants
are available from government for secondary education :
the entire cost of building and maintenance must be
borne by voluntary bodies, which means, as far as our
college goes, by the diocese. The generosity of our
people will be sorely taxed, but that has happened before
and the people have not been found wanting. They
built a Cathedral second to none in this country when
pound notes might have bought more than they buy
now but were much less plentiful in Catholic pockets.
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PARTEEN CHURCH

OLD AND NEW

ARTEEN takes its pleasant-sounding name from the boat-creek
P (poirtin) at the north end of the Lax Weir. The weir and the

ancient ford of Ath Coille, a mile farther up the river, hnked
the district with St. Patrick’s parish to which it belonged. The little
church at Kilquane beside the river always ranked as a chapel of
ease,

Parteen was severed from St. Patrick’s as a result of the state
registration of priests in 1704. A priest of Limerick diocese who
served in Co. Clare had to register at Ennis and so it came about
that the parts of St. Patrick’s, St. Munchin’s and Killeely
which lay beyond the North Liberties of the city had to be organ-
ised as a separate parish. In those days the new grouping was not
normally called Parteen. Father Nolan died there in 1763 and
his grave slab refers to his parish as Kilquane and St. Munchin’s,
Even when the present church was being built the treasurer usually
calls it Kilquane chapel. The memory of the old state of affairs
is also reflected in the dedication of the church to St. Patrick as
appears from the inscription above the west door,

In the eighteen-thirties the new Athlunkard Bridge had made
the district more accessible and the parishioners set about replac-
ing their penal chapel by a more ambifious building in stone.
Martin Honan, the wealthy merchant who had come to live at
"Quinsbore, opened the subscription list with a donation of twenty
pounds in July, 1831. Two years later he built a parish school.
His father-in-law, Captain Kane, gave ten guineas. Within two
years Father Sheehy had £170 on hands and he decided on action.

ACCURATE ACCOUNTS KEPT

What the parish priest did and how he managed to do it we
learn from the accurate accounts kept by the treasurer, Captain
Kane. Through the courtesy of his great-grandson, James F.
Barry of Sandville, we are enabled to quote such curious details
as may move modern church builders to mingled envy and admir-
ation. The pastor had bought the site in the winter of 1833, pay-
ing Shanahan, the smith, £2. 10. 0., and Pat Macnamara £4. 3. 0.
 Meantime Mr. Carew, the architect, had provided plans and
estimates for a fee of f10.

And now for the contractor. He was Timothy O’Brien, de-
scribed as carpenter and builder. Actually he was paid a weekly
wage for supervision and he was refunded his vouched outlay for
materials and for wages to quarrymen, masons, smiths, sawyers,
glaziers, slaters and stone-cutters. The foundation ceremony took
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place on April 28th, 1834. Under July, 1835, the record states :
‘At this time the building ceased”’. Before the year was oul
Father Sheehy died.

By that time £764 had been spent and it is worth while tu
sean the main items. In the case of Terence O'Brien, the con-
tractor, we had better give the shillings and pence. “Thirty
weeks' wages credited to O’Brien £34. 2. 6. For stones and
quarrying there was £99; stone-cutting f117; timber and carpenters
{129; masons, lime and sand {225, iron work and nails £15;
glazing, painting and slating £48.

The Killaloe slates were purchased from Mr. Sammon; crates
of glass were bought at Spaights. The working glazier was Nagle,
the slater, Bourke. Kennedy, Nix, Halloran, Mangan and Ever-
ett figure as metal workers; Clancy, McCormack, Ward and
McCarthy worked as carpenters. 1,828 loads of stones came from
Beveridge’s quarry at 2d. a load, exclusive of quarrying. Masons
mentioned are John and Michael Carey and James Clancy. The:
170 feet of eave-course cost £10. 12. 6. for stone cutting; the four
pinnacles £12 and the stone cross over the facade f10. The outlay
for the cross was charged to Pierce Mahony of Kilmorna at Lis
request.

To meet the outlay of £764 incurred to July, 1835, a sum of
£448 was on hands. How had the parish priest raised it? Sub-
scriptions at the chapel door amounted to £160; the meticulous:
treasurer has to adjust his accounts for November 2ard, 1831, 1O
“'‘deduct a bad half-crown received.”” Contributions sent in from
the parish reached £6g, including ten guineas from Revd. Mr.
Moore, the reztor. Dean Macnamara came from Bruff to make
an appeal at St. Michael's which brought in L67.

The Parish priest went far afield to seek further subscriptions
and he was particularly fortunate among the legal luminaries.
Daniel O’Connell contributed his quota as did his son Maurice.
Counsellors John and James O'Brien responded to the appeal:
they were father and uncle respectively of the redoubtable future
Lord Chief Justice, Peter O’Brien. The pastor made his Dublin
appeal in December, 1831. The Major Macnamara, M.P., who
appears in the subscription list is no other than Fireball himseli,
the duellist of his age. Obviously Father Shechy was a formidable
interviewer,

TASK OF RENOVATION

The task of reconstructing the church which fell to the lot of
Father David Rea, the present Parish priest, required abilities no
less formidable. In 1951 he summoned the well-known Limerick
architect, Mr. Patrick Sheahan. The church was found to be in
even greater need of renovation than appeared. At first it seerned
that an entirely new edifice would have to be built, but the honest
craftsmen whose names have been so fortunately preserved had
done their work well. A reconstruction was deemed possible.
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Our picture of the renovated interior gives an -excellent im-
pression of the new-look within. The low ceiling of the older
design has gone, and the new roof with its deeper pitch, open to
the church (there is now no ceiling proper), gives a feel of height
and good proportions. The austere but beautiful apse is entirely

new. The area occupied by the old sacristy at the rere of the
eastern gable is now incorporated in the sanctuary. This exten-
sion of the building gives extra seating accommodation in the
nave and removes the rather squat appearance of the old rect-
angular design. The marble altar in strict liturgical proportions
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with its simple fittings, the marble floor and Communion Rail and
the slender, tapering Sanctuary Lamp give an added grace and
digmity.

At the western end of the nave the new gallery is smaller
than the original. The supporting pillars have been removed so
that the view to the high altar is no longer blocked. Two Con-
fessionals are built in beneath the gallery. These are entirely new.
And there is so much new besides. A new floor to the nave covered
with tiles, with a kind of composition tile on the passages to dead-
en sound. New lead light windows on timber frames. New seat-
ing to nave and gallery. New Stations of the Cross in relief, erect-
ed as wall panels. Wall bracket electric lights are provided to
the nave and pendant lights to the gallery. Fluorescent strip flood
lighting is used for the high altar. Electric storage heaters are
installed.

And in addition to this new equipment and the new roof
already mentioned the walls had to be pointed outside, renovated

and plastered within. The entire interior is painted and decorated,
and the external iron and woodwork painted and varnished.

The work begun in August 1952 was completed by Christmas
1953 at a cost of approximately- £fg700. Father Rea and his in-
trepid parishioners are hard at it, and their work is not finished
yet. Our reproduction of the architect’s drawing shows what re-
mains to be done. A new sacristy must be built at the side of the
sanctuary, a new mortuary, baptistery and porch in front of the
western gable. The terracing, laying out and planting of the
grounds around the church have still to be undertaken, as well
as the rebuilding of the boundary walls and the provision of new
front railing, entrance gates and paths. When the work is com-
plete, this grand old church, rising on the ground that once be-
longed to Pat McNamara and Shanahan the smith, should have
lease of life for another century.
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| Student Pranks af louvain

| Rev. J. Newman
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many and interesting aspects. This is only to be expected in
a large University of very nearly twelve thousand members,
Study of course is the main feature of any University and in par-
ticular of this famous centre of scholarship. But there is a lighter
side to student life everywhere and in this respect Louvain yields

place to none.

Belgium is a bilingual country with a half French half Flemish
speaking population. The former occupy mainly the Southera
region of the country, the latter the Northern districts. The town
of Louvain itself is not far from Brussels and is situated roughly
on the frontier between the two. Hence it draws its students from
both areas and has to cater for their needs by having two professors
of each subject that is taught. There is great rivalry between the
Flemish students and the French speaking Walloons and the tricks
they play on one another are a constant topic. It is very easy to
distinguish between them. The Flemish wear red caps with shiny
black peaks, the Walloons extremely ormamented berets. ~ The
ornamentation varies in accordance with a student’s prowess in
the many societies which flourish among them. The distinctions

ined are displayed by means of small bronze objects which are
attached to and worn on the berets. The greater the “brave’’ the
more ornaments he will possess and, more than once, I have held

a beret weighing half a pound.

STUDENT JOKES

There are times however when the factions combine, usually
to play a well-organised prank. Such was the case a couple of
years ago when a stunt was pulled off which must rank high in the
history of student jokes. There is a convent in Louvain, in a suburb
called Heverlé, to the nuns of which the students owed a debt-
It all began during the war when a priest arrived from Brussels to
give a retreat to the two thousand strong girl population of the
convent’s large yet very select school. He was met at the station
by two students dressed as Gestapo men, who detained him and
relieved him of his soutane. A student then presented himself at
the convent dressed as the priest and managed to get away with
one address to the retreatants. - When the prank was discovered
the reverend mother felt it her duty to complain the tricksters who
duly found themselves in trouble with the authorities.

STUDENT life in the Catholic University of Louvain has
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But students’ memories are long-lived and they awaited their
chance to pay back their debt to the good reverend mother. The
'chance came when a student arrived at Louvain who was the
living image ‘of the young King Baudhouin, And so the plot was
hatched. After much planning the convent was rung up one moi-
ning and it was announced that the King would shortly pay it a
'visit as part of an unofficial tour of educational establishments in
;éompany with some friends of his own age. In point of fact he
‘would be coming in a half an hour. We can imagine-the feverish

_haste of the nuns to get ready for this signal honou: which was
. about to be conferred on them. ) |

A DEBT REPAID - =

| At exactly-the time appointed he arrived. A guard of honour
“(composed of students who had done their military service and
" passessed uniforms) clicked their heels and stood rigidly to atten-
tion. A first car carrying ‘‘detectives’’ drew in. Then another
' with a number of “'Counts’’ and ‘‘Barons’’, Then the “‘King's"'—
"3 magnificent 1951 black Buick—loaned for the occasion by a
«-Government Minister’s student son. Lastly a car-load of “'press-
~ .men"’ and photographers, who made very sure to bring away a
“ record of the proceedings. Everything was inspected in order, in-
¢luding the serried ranks of the convent school pupils., It was at
‘this point that disaster almost overtook the venture. One of the
girls thought she noticed a really striking resemblance between one
* of the “‘courtiers’’ and a student from her native town.  Her
whispered comment brought suspicion to the mind of the chaplain
“who hurried away to make frantic investigations by telephone.
“Sensing danger the visitors insisted that they really had to depart
“and withdrew quietly, still with the greatest dignity.

. The photographers had been busy in the meantime, and the

- following week saw an issue of a students’ newspaper giving full
details and photos of the “‘royal’’ visit. It showed the reverend
mother receiving the party on their arrival, conducting them
around the convent, the grounds etc., and pointing out the school’s
fine swimming pool. An open letter contained six points which
-it was suggested she would observe in case of future royal visits
. to her school. That champagne should be provided in large
. quantities was among them. The students had indeed got their

own back. N
NEWSPAPER HOAX

Speaking of newspapers brings to my mind an incident which
occurred shortly after and which also ranks among the larger scale
“hoaxes. Early one morning the innocent residents of the town

were presented with what appeared to be the issue for that day of
.~ one of the better-known Belgian dailies. As far as the eye could
judge it was an ordinary morning newspaper. Printed exactly
the same as that which it purported to be, one could never guess
until beginning to read it that it was a student imitation. But on
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perusing it one’s eyes were fruly opened. The first page contained
a large photo of “‘the rector of the University conferring honorary
degrees on two famous scholars’”. Closer attention showed that
the two recipients were really waitérs in student cafes, whose
photos had been welded with that of the rector to give the im-
pression that they were indeed receiving degrees, The news
columns were intensely interesting, as might well be expected,
while the death notices and advertisement sections were screams.

RAG DAY FROLICS :
Space does not permit my telling about a genuine degree cer-
emony, -during the course of which pandemonium broke loose
when, from a trap-door in the ceiling, about a hundred hens were
let in by roguish students. Or about the rag day four years ago
when a regiment of troops from Brussels had to be drafted in to
“retake’’ the town from them. From that day the students, to
put it mildly, don’t like the police and every rag dav now is a
minor crisis. I well remember passing through the barrack square
on the evening of one of these and seeing the garrison prepared
for attack with mounted hoses. Yes, on rag day the students take
over, though their pranks are by no means confined to it.

These of course are regarded by some people as being some-
times over daring, too bold in fact to be countenanced much less
approved. There are professors who object strongly, and surely
not without reason, when toy bombs are exploded under their
rostrums during lectures, There are clerics who feel aggrieved
when a rag day procession features a ‘‘friar’’ who pours water
indiscriminately on the onlookers from a jeep carrying a large
barrel marked “‘Beer’’. And there are very many who see little
fun in being manhandled by ‘‘Congo negroes’”’ who parade the
streets on rag day in war paint,

But students will always be students and there is never malice
an their fun and their tricks. Louvain indeed, iike any University,
would be very much the poorer without these. The professors
close their eyes to much that they could see; sometimes, in fact,
one finds among them a.collaborator. And so the student pranks
£o on, the lighter side of Louvain University life.

00

DO YoOUu KNOW-

That on every Sunday and Holy.day of Obligation and en many
other Feastdays throughout the year the Parish Priest says Mass for his
parishioners. This obligation is so strict that if the pastor is unable to
fulfil it he must have the Mass said by another priest. The *“‘Mass for
the people’”, as it is called, is also celebrated by the Bishop for the.
faithful of his diocese.
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The Diocesan College

N each diocese there is a Diocesan College under the immediate:

direction and control of the Bishop. Its main purpose is to-

provide priests for the diocese. When the student has com-

pleted his secondary course in this college, he goes to May-
nooth, or to Rome, to study philosophy and theology and
complete his training for the priesthood.

Most of the diocesan colleges in Ireland were established in
the second half of the last century. During the Penal Days we
had no colleges here, and Irish priests were educated on the Con-
tinent, especially in Rome, Paris, Louvain and Salamanca. When
the Penal Laws were relaxed, the first great task that faced our
people was the building of churches, and there was scarcely a
parish in the country in which a new church was not built at that
time. Maynooth College was established in 1795 to look after the
higher education of students for the priesthood, and after 1850,
in one diocese after another, diocesan colleges were erected to
cater for the earlier training of these students.

THE COLLEGE IN HARTSTONGE STREET

In 1871, Dr. Butler, then Bishop of Limerick, acquired I
Lower Hartstonge Street, and equipped it as a Diocesan College.
Some vears later, in 1878, Mungret College was given to the
Bishop by the Government. This College had been established in
1858 as an Agricultural School, but it had to be closed through
lack of pupils. For some time both colleges were conducted under
the direction of the Bishop, but the financial difficulties became
so great that the Bishop finally decided to hand over Mungret
College to the Jesuits. The following year the Hartstonge Street
College was closed, the students being transferred to other colleges,
mainly to Mungret. Dr. O'Dwyer, who later became Bishop of
Limerick, was the last president in Hartstonge Street,

THE HENRY STREET COLLEGE

: When Dr. O’Dwyer became Bishop he decided to establish
2 new Diocesan College. For this purpose he acquired 104 Henry
Street, a building that had formerly been the town residence of
Lord Limerick. The new college was opened in 1888, under the
patronage of St. Munchin, and among its first pupils were Most
Rev. Dr. Keane, our late Bishop, Dean Mulcahy, Parish Priest
of Kilmallock, and Fr. McNamara, Parish Priest of Ballygran.
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The accommodation was very limited for a residential college, and
it was soon found necessary to make an extension. Accordingly,
" in 1970, a substantial building, containing class-halls and a chapel;
was erected at the west of the main building, facing Glentworth
Street.

In the sixty-six years of its cxistence St. Munchin’s College
has satisfactorily fulfilled the hopes of its founder. Since its
foundation all the priests of the Diocese of Limerick have been
educated there, and, in addition, very many of its students have
served as priests in all parts of the world. Besides, in the day-
<chool. that has been attached to the College from the beginning,
great number of boys have received their secondary education,
sitting side’ by side with their future priests, thus preserving that
close friendship and understanding between clergy and laity, of
which we are so justly proud in Ireland.

Eggleston, Limerick.

St. Munchin’s College Boarders, 1954, with the Dean, Rev. T. Greene.
In this group are representatives of 22 parishes of the Diocese.

PRESENT ACCOMMODATION INSUFFICIENT

The College has always tried to maintain a high standard in
the education and general training of its students, although its
situation and restricted accommodation have made this exceedingly
difficult. Class-halls are too small and too few, and the limited
space has made further extension impossible. The close proximity
to the street makes teaching difficult, and is a constant source of
distraction to the boarders in their evening studies. Moreover, a
boarding-school should be able to provide, particularly for boys,
ample scope for outdoor recreation, but the total area of the
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College, including its buildings, is scarcely one statute acre. There
are grounds for games on the outskirts of the city, butl these can
be availed of only once each day for the long recreation period.

However, these many drawbacks could be tolerated, as they
have been for so many years, but there is another consideration
which cannot be brushed aside. This is that the College is not
able to cater adequately for the needs of the Diocese, and no im-
provements or minor extensions, possible on the present site,
would be sufficient. Ewvery year, because of the lack of
accommodation, many boys from many parts of the Diocese are
denied admission. There are, at present, fifty-three boarders, and
this number has been fitted in only with the greatest difficulty.
Not so long ago the number was less than forty.

The College is, of course, large enough to provide sufficient
priests for the Diocese of Limerick, but, in modern times, a
Diocesan College should have a wider aim than that. It should
not only provide priests for the diccese, but it should also play
a big part in fostering vocations from the diocese, The lack of priests
is one of the greatest obstacles of the Church in many countries
to-day, and a great Catholic country like Ireland must do as much
as possible to supply this need. St. Munchin’s College has always
had a great tradition as a breeding-ground for vocations, and if it
is made large enough to receive all -the suitable boys, who seek
admission every year, the Diocese of Limerick will play a bigger
part than ever in lessening the lack of priests in other lands, to
the great benefit of the Church,

A NEW COLLEGE

Accordingly, the Bishop and clergy have for some time been
looking forward to transferring St. Munchin's College to a new
site, where buildings can be erected with sufficient accommaodation
to meet the full demands of the Diocese, and where better facilities
can be provided for the education of the pupils. It is advisable
that the new building should be begun as soon as possible, for if
the present college has to continue in use for any considerable
time extensive and costly repairs will be necessary. The full cost
of the new undertaking must be borne by the Diocese, but, though
the cost may be great, we feel that the generosity of our people
will be equal to it. For the college they will be building will be
their own, to provide future priests for their parishes and to direct
the steps of many of their children towards the priesthood.

_ The patient man is better than the valiant : and he that ruleth his
spirit than he that taketh cities.

Proverbs.
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(Qoing Back to the Origin

Rev. James O’Byrne, C.C,

——O———————

IT is interesting to note the impress of religion in certain customs,
phrases and names in current use. The following list, which:
is in no way exhaustive, will illustrate what is meant in my open-
ing remark and make us realize that by their use in every-day
speech we are, unwittingly, paying homage to old Catholic tradition.

Our LAW TERMS are HILARY (so named from St. Hilary,
Bishop of Poitiers, who died A.D. 368 and whose feast 1s on 14th
January), EASTER, TRINITY and MICHAELMAS (so named
from St. Michael, Archangel, whose feast is kept on 20th Sept-
ember. ).

Cutholic marriages always took place with a Nuptial Mass
during which both bride and bridegroom received Holy Commun-
ion. As they would both have been fasting, accerding to the
Church’s law, they needed their breakfast after the ceremony.
Their friends would join them at the meal, and hence the origin
of the WEDDING BREAKFAST.

The number THIRTEEN is nowadays regarded as unlucky,
but it was not always so. In fact it is only since the time of the
Protestant Reformation (so called) that the number has been
frowned upon. In the olden days the model in men’s minds was
Our Divine Lord and the twelve Apostles, and this number of
thirteen was copied in all kinds of ways. Hospitals were often
built and endowed for thirteen poor men or thirteen poor women.
Religious communities were often formed of a Superior and twelve
subordinates. A ‘‘baker's dozen'', as it was called, consisted of
thirteen loaves. But an interesting, and in some ways an amazing
survival of thirteen being regarded as a lucky number is to be
found in the common practice of putting a hen to sit on thirteen
eges. When a sitting of eggs is advertised for sale, the number is
always understood to be thirteen, If this number is really un-
lucky, as has been made out in modern times, is this number of
thirteen eggs put under the hen with the hope that they won’t

hatch out?

In the 15th century an extraordinary dancing madness began
in Germany and spread into other countries. A chapel at Ulm,
dedicated to St. Vitus, became a place of pilgrimage for those
afflicted with this dancing mania; and this accounts for this curious
nervous complaint, listed in the Medical Dictionary as Chorea, be-
coming popularly known as ST. VITUS' DANCE. (St. Vitus
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suffered martyrdom under Diocletian and his feast is observed on
the 15th June),

“TO KICK THE BUCKET" may not be a very elegant nor
sympathetic way to describe somebody’s death but it probably
has its origin in an old Catholic custom, After death, when the
body had been laid out, a cross and two lighted candles were
placed near it, and in addition to these a bucket of holy water was
brought from the church and put at the feet of the corpse. The
friends who came to pay their respects to the deceased always
sprinkled the body with holy water before leaving the room. So
intimately, therefore, was the bucket associated with the feet of
deceased persons that it is easy to see how such a saying as “kick-
ing the bucket’’ came to be associated with dying.

It was an old pious custom for 2 person to make the sign of.
the cross on himself with the first pieze of money he had received
that day before pufting it into his pocket. To give some idea of
how poor a certain man might be it was sufficient to say that “"HE
HAD NOT A HALFPENNY TO BLE3S HIMSELF WITH".

In the ruins of old churches you may frequently see a stone
bench running down the length of the nave on either side.
These stone benches date from a time when there was 0o
seating in the churches and thes congregation stood throughout the
Mass, knezling only at the more solemn moments of the Holy
Sacrifice. Old people and those not in good health naturally found
this standing up rather a strain and so they found accemmodation
on the stone benches along the walls of the nave. From this has
come the saying “THE WEAKEST MUST GO TO THE WALL".

“10 LAUGH IN ONE'S SLEEVE" is now a handy meta-
phor to dsscribe a quiet, unobtrusive laugh, but the expression
has, in all probability, a monastic origin. The large choir dress,
worn over the religious habit, has voluminous sleeves. When
some episode occurred in the monastic choir, such as a mistake
made by a novice when reading, or a blunder of some kind in the
ceremonies, the large sleeves covering the hands madz a conven-
ient place in which to bury a laughing face.

When we say that a person got “'SHORT SHRIFT" we mean
that he was allowed very little time in which to do something. It
is likely that it has its origin in the old Saxon word 1o “shirive’’,
meaning to hear a confession and give absolution. When a crim-
inal was about to be exezuted he was allowed just sufficient time
to make his confession and receive absolution before he died and
hence the origin of the expression.’

People may often have wondered how the custom of eafing
PANCAKES on Shrove Tuesday came about so that it is often
called PANCAKE TUESDAY. The explanation of this custom
may be linked up with the Lenten Fast. In the old days eggs
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were not allowed during Lent and as pancakes require many eggs
for their making it was a good way of using up eggs before Lent
commeénced. Pancakes were a sort of good-bye to eggs until
Easter Sunday,

Finally, we take leave by referring to a game played by two
childrenswith a loop-ef string that was much in vogue in my young
days, but rarely seen now. It was known as “‘CAT’S CRADLE".
The name does not seem to have much sense since cats do not use
cradles. Is it not possible that this title is a corruption of Cratch-
cradle? A CRATCH is the old word for a manger so that the
words really mean ‘‘manger-cradle’” and they refer to the manger
at Bethlehem, which was Our Divine Lord’s cradle,

i sa W

Citurgical Festival

The Liturgical Festival of the Diocese of Limerick was re-
vived this year after a lapse of three years. It was highly
successful and the large number of choirs which took part was
particularly gratifying. Dom Winoc Mertens, O.5.B., Glenstal
Priory who adjudicated has written the following comment :

N May 7th St. John’s Cathedral was the scene of a heavenly
performance. I was deeply moved by the atmosphere of
prayer, of recollection, of a sense of the supernatural which
[ witnessed at the Liturgical festival when 2,000 children
took part in the Solemn High Mass with their Priests and Bishop.
The continual dialogue between the Celebrant and the Congregation
was very touching and elevating, and gave one the vivid sense
of something great being performed on the altar. Just before
starting the solemn singing of the Preface the priest sent a vibrant
appeal to all present: ‘“Sursum corda’ “‘Lift up your hearts,” and
like one voice the massed choir of children together with the
special choir answered with faith and conviction: “"We lift them
up unto the Lord”’. And thus the hearts of 2,000 children united
with Christ in the renewal of His supreme Sacrifice. What a mag-
nificent act of worship, what a splendid act of religion!

I had expected that the standard would be somewhat lower
than three years ago when we had the festival for the last time
owing to the work in the Cathedral, but it was a pleasant surprise
to find that the choirs had even noticeably matured. The special
Choir and the Congregation gave a splendid rendering of the
pieces, taking care not to overlook the underlying meaning of ‘he
prayers.

All the teachers certainly deserve encouragement and con-
gratulations,
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dHathedral Subi\ee Year

ey

This photograph of Cardinal Logue, Archbishop of Armagh and most:
Rev, Dr. O’Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick, was taken on the occasion of
the consecration of St. John's Cathedral., The consecration ceremony:
took place on 21st June, 1894, just sixty years ago.
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St. Pius X and Dr. O'Owyer.

In 1907 St. Pius X condemned the Modernist Heresy in His
Encyclical PASCENDI. To support their false doctrines the
Modernists claimed that the great Cardinal Newman of England
in many of his writings had held the same views. Most Rev.
Dr. O'Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick, wrote a vigorous pamphlet,
showing that this claim of the Modernists was utterly unfounded.
As a result the Bishop received a letter of congratulation from
Pius X. This letter, signed by the Saint himself, is to be
Efe“ in St. John's Cathedral. The following are some extracts

om it :

venera.blle Bmthef, Greeting and Apostolic Benediction.

E would have you know that we emphatically approve ot
W}Fuur pamphlet, in which you show that the writings of

Cardinal Newman, so far from being at variance with Our
Encyclical Letter Pascendi, are in fact, entirely in conformity with
it. You could not have rendered a better service to the truth and
to human dignity,

It appears to be the accepted procedure among those whose
errors we have condemned in Our Encyclical Letter to invoke the
name of this distinguished man in approval of their own views......

Unless it be realized how pride can overpower the mind, 1t
would seem incredible that men should be found who consider
themselves Catholics, and proclaim themselves such, but who, 1n
the most fundamental matters of religion, place the anthority of a
private teacher, even though of the highest repute, before that of
the teaching office of the Apostolic See. You have exposed their
contumacy as well as the fallacy of their arguments.........

It is well known that in the full light of day in England he
(Cardinal Newman) constantly upheld the cause of the Catholic
Faith by his writings, so that his services have proved most sal-
utary for his fellow countrymen and were most highly esteemed
by Our Predecessors. Thus he was deemed worthy to be named
Cardinal by Leo XIII, undoubtedly an acute judge of men and
affairs, whose close friendship he justly retained to the end of his
;PR

Wherefore we congratulate you for having, through your great
knowledge of all his writings, so splendidly vindicated the memory
of this good and learned man, and for having done all in your
power to ensure that among your countrymen, and especially
among the English, those who have abused the name of Newman
shall no longer deceive the unwary.........

And. in order to obtain for you the gifts of the Divine Good-
ness, as well as in testimony of Our benevolence, we lovingly irn-
part to you Our Apostolic Blessing.

Given at St. Peter’s in Rome, the 1oth day of March, in the
year 1908, the fifth of Our Pontificate.

Pius PP X,
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EMIGRATION AND
RELIGION

Rev. M. Sadlier

that so many of our people have to look for a living abroad.

Even for those who leave Ireland to better themselves or out

of sheer wanderlust it iz not easy to settle down in the big
industrial cities. Ireland is a genial good-natured place and the
industrial city wears a sullen frown. The Irishman has to take
the smile off his face and freeze his natural instinct to be friendly
with one and all.

For our ordinary decent boys and girls the most disturbing
experience in the new world abroad must be the shock to their
religious feelings. The one religion is as good as another attitude,
the irreverent tone of the press, the loose standards of decency in
public entertainment are not things that fit in with their ideas of
life. As for the Angelus, grace before meals, no meat on Friday
and the other familiar tokens of the Catholic life of a nation—they
will have to look closely to find them. They will certainly miss
the general turn-out for Mass on Sunday. Most of their new
neighbours, if they get up at all on Sunday, will get up only to
take in the milk bottles and the Sunday newspapers.

A CHALLENGE TO ONE’S RELIGION

Living in a non-Catholic country will make a Catholic stand
back from his religion and ask himself why he accepts it, when
there are millions who seem to get along without it. This is all
for the good. If you want to see how empty life really is without
the Catholic Faith you have only to start thinking. This, of course,
only makes the story worse when we hear that one of our emigrants
has fallen away from the faith. It sets us wondering about his
sincerity as a practising Catholic, while he was here at home. A
really living faith is not something that you can strip off like an
overcoat, because conditions have changed. Perhaps, the reason
he practised his religion here was that everyone else was doing so.
He was so much dead wood floating in the tide. He lacked the
driving force of genuine religious conviction and will be helpless
in the storm of unbelief abroad.

We have reason to be glad that the majority of our exiles see

the new world more asa challenge than an obstacle to their religion.
They are drawn all the more closely to the Church. In the biggest

EMIGMIIDN is a hateful thing, when it is against their will
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cities, where nationalities and creeds are too many and too mixed
to be sorted out, they can feel at home in the social activities of
the Church. For that reason, our emigrants might do well, on
arrival in their new parish, to let the priests there know they have
-come.

STANDARD-BEARERS OF CHRIST

Our emigrants will be counted on teo for the spread of the
«Church abroad. The Church has to depend largely on the example
of its members to get a fair-minded hearing from outsiders. The
strange ideas they have about Church keep a lot of people out of
it. They may be inclined to revise their ideas, if they find that
the Catholics they know are not quite as bad as they were led to
believe. ‘“The moment men cease to pull against the Catholic
‘Church’’, says an experienced observer, ‘‘they feel a tug towards
it. The moment they cease to shout it down they begin to listen
to it with pleasure. The moment they try to be fair to it they
begin to be fond of it".

It may, perhaps, reconcile us a little with the necessity of
emigration to think of the part our exiles are playing ir extending
the frontiers of the Church. We might even think of them wiih
pride as soldiers on active service carrying the banner of Christ
into enemy country. After all Confirmation should not be a
completely forgotten Sacrament. It made us all soldiers of Christ.
We are in honour beund to spare no effort in the service of His

‘Church.

*

A Cup of Coffee

One morning, when St. Pius X was Bishop of Mantua, a young
priest said Mass in the Cathedral. Afterwards he asked the sacristan if
it were possible to arrange an interview with the Cardinal. “Go to the
Bishop’s house’’, said the sacristan. ““The door will be open. Go up the
staira, and knock on the first door on the left. There is no need for
appointments with our Bishop.”

The young priest followed the instructions. When he knocked on the
door, he heard a hearty ‘“Come in.”" The priecst entered and found

Cardinal Sarto seated at his desk. The Cardinal sprang to his feet and
greeted him cordially.

““Have you said your Mass?"

““Yes, Your Eminence, I have just finiched".

“Then you will join me in a cup of coffee’’, and the Cardinal went
to the door to call one of his sisters. But there was no answer, for the

- gisters were still in church. The priest was embarrassed, but he was soon
at his ease, chatting freely with his host as he, having donned an apron,
went through the routine of coffee-making.

'_I'he young priest was Fr. Achille Ratti, the future Pope Pius XI,

-and it gave him great pleasure in later years to recall this firdt maeting
-of two future Popes,
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Death in o Concentrafion Camy

IN February, 1941, a black auto pulled up before the door of

the Franciscan monastery of Niepokalanow, in Poland, and
the dreaded Gestapo stepped from it. The Father Guardian
was summoned, and came immediately.

“Praised be Our Saviour Jesus Christ,”’ he said courteously
to them, according to a Polish custom. They ignored his words.

“¥You are Maximilian Kolbe?”’, asked one of them.

“Yes, T am.”

“Then follow us.” :

The arrest of Father Maximilian was probably due to the
influential position he occupied in Poland. He was not a political
figure, but as a spiritual leader his name was known throughout
the entire country. A man of outstanding holiness and determined
character, the great purpose of his life was to win souls for Chrnst
through devotion to Our Lady. To achieve this he had, in 1919,
founded an association, ““The Militia of the Immaculate.”” To-
spread the association throughout the country, and tc inspire it
with his own ideals, he began to publish a review, ““The Cavalier-
of the Immaculate.”” In spite of his own very frail health (as a
T.B. patient he spent more than two years in a sanatorium), and
an almost complete lack of financial resources, his work was ex-
traordinarily successful. All the work of printing and editing was.
done by himself and the Brothers that he gathered round him.
When the accommodation at the monastery at Grodno proved in-
adequate for the constantly increasing volume of work, he estab-
lished a new monastery at Niepokalanow, near Warsaw. This.
was not a monastery in the ordinary sense, but an up-to-date -
dustrial enterprise, which was a model of technical efficiency. By
1939 the monastery contained six Fathers and about seven hundred
Brothers, all engaged in the writing, printing and distribution of
the various journmals. The chief review, ““The Cawvalier of the-
Immaculate,” had achieved a circulation of nearly a million copies.
when the war put an end to the work. Most of the Brothers were
already dispersed when Fathei Maximilian was arrested in Feb-
ruary, 194I.

On his arrest he was removed to the dreaded prison of Pawiak,
in Warsaw, and in the following May he was transferred to the-
concentration camp of Auschwitz, ‘‘the camp of Death”.

We will not dwell on the sufferings that were the normal
routine of that camp, especially the constant hunger and the
brutal treatment by many of the guards. Father Maximilian was.
the admiration of all for his patient resignation and cheerfulness,
and a constant source of strength and consolation to those who had
contact with him.

‘My little children,”’ he said to the weak-hearted, ""You must:
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hold on. You must survive. Confide yourselves to the Blessed
Virgin Mary: she will help you, she will save you™.

At the end of July a prisoner escaped from Block 14, that of
Father Maximilian. The internees remembered in horror the threat
of the chief officer of the camp, Fritsch, that for every one who
escaped twenty of his block should be condemned to die of star-
vation. This death they dreaded most of all, for it meant being
deprived not only of food but also of drink. To die of hunger.
if one can drink, is not so difficult; to die of thirst is a horrible
torture. Each one was asking himself: “‘And will I be one of
them?'’ Heroes of the Resistance wept like little children. To
a very young boy who stood beside him, Father Maximilian
whispered: ‘‘You are so afraid, my poor little one. Do not De
afraid: death is not frightening’’.

At roll-call the following morning, the chief officer announced
that the escaped prisoner had not been caught. He gave the
order to dismiss to all the blocks, except Block 14.

They stood all day under a blazing sun. About three o'clock
in the afterncon they were allowed to relax for half an hour to
eat their soup. Then they continued to stand to attention till
evening, awaiting their sentence.

In the evening the chief officer, Fritsch, came before them:
“The fugitive has not been found. Ten of you will die in his
place in the hunger-shed. The next time it will be twenty of you"’

He stepped to the front rank, looked into each face, seemed
to be considering. Finally, he lifted his hand and pointed: “That
one'’,

Immediately, Palitsch, his adjutant, wrote the number on the
list of the condemned. Fritsch continued to choose:

““That one. And that. And again.. .. that one".

Ten stood out, condemned to death. One of them, as he
stepped forward, cried: ‘‘Oh, my poor wife and children! I shall
never see them again’’,

Suddenly, something altogether unexpected happened. A
prisoner pushed his way through his companions, and stepped
from the ranks. He stood before Fritsch, very calm, smiling
almost. It was Father Maximilian.

“‘T wish to die in place of one of the condemned’, he said in
a voice so low that only those nearest could hear. Fritsch looked
at him in amazement,

““And why?"’ he asked stupidly.

““T am old and good for nothing. My life is of little worth.”

“For whom do you wish to die?”’

““For him,”’ said the priest, pointing to the man who had
cried out, ‘‘he has a wife and children™.

A moment’s silence followed.  Father Maximilian waited.
Finally Fritsch said roughly: “‘All right. Come with them.”
Palitsch crossed out one number from his condemned list and in-
serted another, that of Father Maximilian.

All eyes followed them as they were led away towards the
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Block of Death, Father Maximilian bringing up the rear, like a
shepherd following his flock. They were ordered to strip, and
then were herded into a cell that had neither light, ventilation nor
beds. The heavy door was closed upon them, and they were leit
in the darkness fo die slowly and agonizingly of complete starva-
tion, getting neither food nor drink. Twenty other unfortunates
were already enduring the same torture in neighbouring cells,

Soon the gaolers noticed something very unusual. Till then,
the starvation cells echoed with the howling of the damned. Death
came slowly to calm them, but during the first few days they
were plunged in a frenzy of despair. This time, however, the
condemned did not howl, did not curse: they sang. In the neigh-
bouring cells, from which, a moment before, nothing had come
but shrieking and lamentation, feeble voices were lifted In answer.
This place of torment was changed into a holy place, as, from
cell to cell, prayer answered prayer and hymn echoed hymn,

The days passed slowly. The only information as to what
was happening inside comes from one of the internees, Borgowiec,
who was appointed corpse-bearer. Every morning he entered the
cell to remove the corpses of any who had died, the guards re-
maining at the door. Every morning he found Father Maximilian
either on his knees, or standing and praying loudly, in the middle
of the cell. During the first few days all the condemned, according
to Burgowiec’'s testimony, were often "‘so lost in prayer’’ that
they did not hear the door opening, but later some would come
to him and beg with tears for a little water- Father Maximilian,
however, was always calm and asked for nothing.

More than a fortnight had passed and it was the Vigil of the
Assumption. In the cell there were only four survivors, and
Father Maximilian alone retained full consciousness. He did not
stand or kneel now, but sat. The remaining three, lying uncon-
scious on the ground, were ready to appear before God. The
good shepherd had finished his task. When the guards came to
complete their work, Father Maximilian was seated on the ground
praying, When he saw the syringe, he stretched out his emaciated
arm, and willingly received the fatal injection.

When news came of his death, his companions wept for him as
for a lost father. They tried to save his body from the implacable
law, but in vain. It was burned like the others in one of the fur-
naces which were smoking day and night,

(This account of the death of Father Maximilian is taken, with
the kind permission of the publishers, from the book, OUR
LADY'S FOOL, by Maria Winowska. Mercier Press Ltd., Cork).

If every year we rooted out one vice we should soon become perfect men.—
Imitation.



CATHOLIC LIFE 25

| % g%p;‘ g@%éﬁﬁ

Rev. P. Houlihan
*

; for the nuns. The morning was gloriously fresh as he

cy<led quickly along a suburban avenue. He passed a street-

=="% Jeaner, a post-man and one or two men hurrying to early

work. He felt a feeling of kinship with them. He felt too, a new

sense of responsibility, thinking of the nuns waiting for him for
their morming Mass.

Ves, this must be it, he thought, as he arrived at a hig
wrought-iron gate. A wicket at the side opened to the touch and
inside he faced a long rambling building. Now to find the side-
door he had been told would be on the latch. As he wheeled his
bicycle along the front, looking for the elusive side-door, a black-
robed figure emerged some distance away. He approached and a
smiling elderly nun made him welcome, and made it quite clear
that she considered his difficulty in finding the door to be entirely
due to the stupidity of the architects. As she piloted him to the
sacristy, Fr. John felt that Sister was observing him discreetly
from behind the white hedge of her ample coif.

At the sacristy he was handed over to Sister-sacristan, who
was quietly efficient and not unversed in the ways of diplomacy.

EATHER JOHN was on his first assignment—to say Mass

““Could we receive Holy Communion before Mass, Father?”

“Of course, Sister,”’ the young priest replied, feeling that since
they treated him as if he were twenty years ordained, he could not
let himself down—even though, as he said so, his mind was racing
through his rubrics text-book and groping for the special prayers.
“And we usually have Benediction after Mass, Father’'. Though
this would be his first time giving Benediction, Fr. John hoped
he looked as if he was taking that in his stride also. Then, having
satisfied herself that the situation was well in hand, Sister glided
out. The young priest, accustomed to sacristies which were the
work of man, was much impressed by the absolute cleanliness and
neatness of everything, Even the pin-cushion was in just the
right place, and as a last refinement, two of the pins were con-
veniently pulled out.

Having arrived at the Altar, Fr. John distributed Holy Com-
munion and began Mass. The responses came perfectly from out-
side the Sanctuary, to make him still more aware of the compet-
ency of nuns and to put him on his liturgical mettle. He said
Mass with great care. At the end, however, he stumbled over the
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De Profundis but a good Sister, showing admirable presence of
mind and a good turn of speed, rustled up with a saving chart.
At Benediction, Fr, John surprised himself by his calm competence.
At the best of times, however, his bass voice was not over-mel-
odious, This morning it showed a positive aversion to melody.
There was a terrible pause as he announced the versicle in his
personal and private key. Then as the choir attempted to take
his note there came sounds as of ‘‘sweet bells jangled.”” Fr, John
felt horribly guilty.

As he knelt in the chapel afterwards to make his thanksgiving,
a rustle at the back told him of the presence of a Sister and he
guessed she would show him to the breakfast-room. Whan he
had finished, he felt a disinclination to move first, but a delicate
cough encouraged him,

With smiling graciousness, Sister was soon assisting him to
his breakfast. Applying the scientific fact that intsresting con-
versation aids digestion in combination with the equally scientific
fact that nothing is as interesting as oneself she encouraged Fr.
John to give a short biography of himself, a run through his likes,
dislikes and views on current affairs and a list of his friends and
relations, which last incidentally brought to light many unsuspected
links with the community. When Sister had finally satisfied her-
self that he had gained sufficient momentum in his approach
the bacon and eggs, she left for her own delayed breakfast.

As Fr. John finished off the last cut of toast, a tap at the door
announced the entry of Rev. Mother. A little extra gravity in
the bearing, a little extra steadiness in the voice and eye told him
at once that it was Rev. Mother, But she was very pleasant.
She first took him for a short run over the ground already covered,
Then she complimented him on his punctuality that morning.
““We had a chaplain here some years ago’’ she recalled, ever so
wistfully, “‘a grand man, always very obliging, everyone liked
him™. Fr. John nodded. ‘‘He used to give lovely talks to the
children too”. Fr. John iried to visualize this paragon. *‘But
he had one small fault”. This was a relief. ““Well, really, it was
not his fault at all’’, Rev. Mother smiled sweetly. ““You see, he
found it very hard to wake in the mornings. Actually, he had two
alarm-clocks and sometimes he didn't hear either.”” They laughed
together over that, but Fr. John decided to move his alarm a little
nearer the bed for the following morning,

As Rev, Mother accompanied the new Chaplain to the hall-
door she tried to recall ‘‘some little thing’’ which had ‘‘slipped
her mind"’. She succeeded of course. ‘‘I hope you won’t mind
my mentioning this, Father......”". Fr. John made a re-assuring
noise. ““Well, it is just that the organist asked me to tell you that
if you wished, she could give you the note for Benediction.”” Fr.
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John expressed his gratitude and Rev, Mother smiled and apol-
.ogised again for mentioning at all such a trifling matter.  She
shook hands warmly with him as he went down the steps and not
by a flicker of an eyelid did she notice the loss of dignity resulting
from his buagetting for three steps instead of four in his backward
.descent. However, Fr. John made an adequate recovery with a
graceful doffing of his hat before mounting his bicycle. -

As he cycled away from the convent, his thoughts were of
niuns., Hitherto he had been inclined to hold the good Sisters in
a'cerfain awe but now he found himself thinking how human and
‘gracious they were. They seem to have used their womanly in-
tuition and tact, he mused, to evolve a delicate diplomatic ‘con-
vention of their own for the conduct of external relalions. ' As he
was marvelling at the deélicacy and grace of their management of
‘the: hint, he realised that he had passed the newspaper: shop.
‘Wheeling round, he returned to experience for the first time the
thrill of ‘buying his morning-paper. !

There are people who make the worst of everything. With me it is
edifferent. 1 always seek the good side of things. Even if it be my lot
to suffer without a ray of comfort, well, I make that my joy. -

The Little Flower.

St. Munchin’s College

(COLAISTE MAINCHIN)

The College serves as the Diocesan Seminary. It also
providés a full secondary course leading to entrance to
: ecclesiastical colleges, the professions and business,

! The authonties 'régret'that, due to lack of space, they
are unable each year to accept many worthy and suit-
able boys who apply for admission.

e g

College Re-opens for Boarders
Monday, 6th September
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PADRAIG uasTUN Seols,
1827-1914
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cuip ré ruim rpemralta, Thinnreancar, Scamt na tipe r Ceol
oatarac,

INMNSeAnCas

Maipptt o &L ap na opi imleabam, Irish Names of Places™™
AN CE4T Tealfl 1omLdn 4 poillpioD marh ap Dun-Hri Ap Logamm-
neata. Da ap ponnaccam Ui Corhpad, Ui Donnabsim ' na mop-
reoldipi eile 4 Bunaih ré Abap na lLeabap 10. Anrmaionn 1é A
rpledcar opna, S0 hdaimce ap Anndla Riocta Gipeanm, “Can Leabamw
i warple DAp cLo-Buaitea® mam.’’ Ciceap LA an o1oe ran Lleagan
AMAC TAPCa Cumpe 1é ap.an Abap, 1 pli 50 pazav ré 1 brerom 1o
héapcalt ap aisne an oume corcémn, Clinas ré na h-anmneaca
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rén ILIOMAT TEIToL, map fompla, PCam, prannaiocc, DEal IDEAr,
CRéite AICIONTA Na Tipe, parrat, poingmm, amrce 'romap pin De.
Vi pir-reibb---vicar an Dalifeopa--50 Deanpa anm, & AT TAITCeAD
Tat bpob eolaip 't 4% riop-Cup len & rcép. 1 n-amneom an oul
cun cinn ra Léann Ceiltead aft na raolta ro niop pdpaion imleabain
An tSedtE 5o poILL cé To Druil bpeir carioe vednta a% rcoldipi an
ammneaca 1 seeanncap dipce. 1y beas 410 4 Guipeann an pobat
1 TeelrT reo na Logammneaca. VFéanpat na Dupo Poioli '
cumann map Connpa na Saeilse, Mumoin na Tine 'p Mactna nd
Feipme 1 HBran nior md Do DEanamn cun A verhni o n-anmeodpai
nua-FoIpEnim ' nua-boiEpe we pép apn NOACAIT FEIMS-—NUD aTE
Léipite SO Deact 4% an Seoifeac.

STAIR 'S ceol

Cé naph ‘acfuinn 06 poLaprai an maltar FallDa marom Le cLan-
LEINN na reol ndpiinca ©'atpa o'éug lewr céacrleaban rcane
Do ¢up 1 Lama an sor rcoite--- 'Child’s History of Ireland.” Da
£niom péabléroead & pin pan am. Na reandimi acd 'ndp mearc 50
sGILL, Da On Leaban rmn 0'fosluimiovan 4 SCEADPMAOINTE | nTaoh
reéib a ocipe---ponh a n-am, niop LUaD rTan na nGipeann Lairos
nen reoil.  Map poanal ni cuippean € ap ¢a-cétm Le h€om Mac
NEILL af TADAPEAN & TCAN FAINPING De Molav D4 MmasnunT opur---
““The Social History of Ancient Ireland.™ :

Vi éum Laomp Le ceol ann'p biférom zupb’é rin an c-Abap
ba tiLe Letpr. Va §nér Ler 6n a4 615 pumn P oampdin TRATTIMENTS
no Bailid, 1ocorat bame 1 5C0. Luimni, annran ap o tairceal 0o
nuam o cappai Seeilgeom né ceolro Leir r ran sColdirce
Oititina or na mic-Lémmn 6n nSaolcact. 1 mé ponn VA WD ATA ©
mbaiLiicdm Seoipre Pecme. Vpoillpmi ré pem, ““Old Irish Folk
Music and Song’’ azup cnuapacc eile ‘na bruil 824 puinn a reon.
Ca Lamrh-remdini ceoill eile 0d ¢wo naén heaspaion Jo pdll v
Jdcanam Rioga na héipeann 'r ra Leabaptainn Naritnca T L=
repitimn ceoml a Fuanatar ap Leabal® & B nuap a4 TLaod an
Tiepna aip. San gcéan  Ompeadtar oe Connpa na Saeilge o
cionélat marh Bi pé 1 LAZain map rholoom Ceoil agur bion ré ap
an Scoirce De tholthimi a5 an BFeir Ceol 1 nrorat na h-a0ire reo.

Carné an bpeEiinar 4 odilpean ap an Luimniod ro? I cimnce
nd h-diheopap € 1 mearc na bpatad rcoldpacta At monpan €
roiPc T[up lapp ré an raoititilacc péims 0o Deanarm rotmsre,
catneamac  Leir an riua coicteann. Réwedpap Tup cum e
céacrieaban direaca ap Fail ' molpap & comre S0 pab en
pracimalace 'p oan péar---patanpc ann 4 MBIt & madcanal a
tieat o Leitéro ra toulal.
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BEET-SEED FOR A |
SCHOOL

O UR newest school at Kilcornan in the parish of Stonehall

(
|I

i

—ia

cost approximately £5000. The local levy was £750, a tidy

sum for a parish of no more than 500 souls. The pmlsh
ioners paid £300 out of pocket and discovered an ingenious methed
of paying off the rest. The Kilcornan district, lying between the
Shannon and Adare, has enjoyed for some years a monopoly in
the growing of beet-seed under contract to the Irish Sugar Com-
pany. It is a lucrative business and the parishioners turned it to
good account in paying for their school. A sportsfield adjoining
the school site which had not been in use for many vears previously
was made available by the trustees. A contract to grow three
acres of beet-seed was secured from the directors of the Sugar
Company through the good offices of the Manager, General
Costello, A committee was chosen to supervise the sowing and
harvesting of the crop, and the parishioners set-to with hearty
good-wil'. 200 bags of beet “‘stecklings” were earthed by vol-
untary labour in March 1950. The *‘stecklings’” were ready for
planting in April, and in September came the harvesting and
threshing. The weather was bad that year but the seed yield was
good, and when the lorries came to bear it away the school building
fund was richer by £350.

The ground was sown the following year in sprning wheat.
The generous co-operation of the parishioners was again forth-
coming for the harvesting and threshing of this crop, and thus in
the autumn of 1951 the local contribution of £750 was lodged in
the bank at Askeaton to await the demand of the Department of
Education. More was to come. The hay crop of 1952 realised
£36 and an inferior one of 1953 some £24. A sum was put aside
to meet other school needs and an agreed sum was paid to the
trustees of the sportsfield in lieu of grazing rent.

It was a triumph of voluntary effort on the parish basis.
Everyone concerned took the keenest interest in the work. As
many as forty were present on occasion, men in their prime work-
ing side by side with boys of fourteen and old-age pensioners,
forty working as one. The graceful school you now see on the
Limerick-Foynes road is the monument to their work.
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Three Parish Priest-Managers were concerned with the building of”

this school. Fr. David Fitzgerald, now P.P. of Kildimo, acquired the
site when the Taylor Estate was divided up away back in 1940. Thie
present P.P. of Coolcappa, Fr. Patrick Lynch, was the man behind the
‘'stecklings’'. His name has been associated with the Muintir na Tirg
movement for many vears. He showed in this scheme how the principles
of the movement can be put into practical effect. His long pastorship
of Stonehall ended in the summer of 1953 and the school was up by then.
The formal blessing and opening ceremony was performed by the new
pastor, Fr. James Bluett, in September. You see him here as he watches

the children at play.
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And here you have a close-up of some of the little people themselves.
They are all smiling happily, as well they might, for the sportsfield is
no longer given over to “‘stecklings’: the goal posts are up, and what
does it matter if the girls out-nmber the boys by more than two to one!

Mrs. Madden is the school Principal, ably assisted by Mrs. O'Sullivan
and Miss O'Sullivan.
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The Forty evotion

ANY of our readers will remember the great Eucharistic
Congress held in Dublin in 1932. On that occasion, repre-
sentatives of the Catholic Hierarchy from all parts of the
world, under the leadership of the Pope's personal ambass-
ador, came to pay homage to the Divine Master in the Tabernacle.
There, too, were gathered the leaders of the State, together with
our Bishops and priests and hundreds of thousands of our people,
in one vast throng to give honour and reverence to Our Lord ir
the most Blessed Sacrament. This was indeed the homage of the
newborn state to its Eucharistic King; and as the Nation is bound
to show homage to its master, so too is the Parish, and this it does
in a very special and unique way in the devotion of the Forty
Hours.
In this devotion the whole population of the Parish, old and
young, boys and girls, rich and poor, congregate around the
‘Blessed Sacrament in reverence and prayer for three days.

ORDER OF THE CEREMONIES

The devotion of the Forty Hours is so called in memory of
the Forty Hours, Our Saviour’s Body remained in the sepulchre.
It opens with a solemn High Mass, in the specially decorated High
Altar of the Church. A solemn High Mass is one celebrated by
Priest, Deacon and Sub-Deacon, who sing various portions of the
Mass alternately with a specially trained choir. Towards the end
of the Mass, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the Monstrance
and left on the altar until the Mass is over. Then a little procession
is formed and moves around the inside of the Church, during which
the choir sings such well known hymns as the Pange Lingua and
the O Salutaris Hostia—hymns in honour of the Blessed Sacra-
ment—and the Blessed Sacrament is carried by the celebrant of
the Mass assisted by the Deacon and Sub-Deacon. When the pro-
cession arrives back at the altar, the Deacon takes the Blessed
Sacrament to a special throne, erected above and behind the
Tabernacle, so that It is visible to all in the church. Then the
litany of the Saints is chanted, in which all the Angels and Saints
are called upon to join with the congregation in adoring the Creator
of Heaven and Earth, and in begging Almighty God for protection
from all evil. The Blessed Sacrament remains exposed in the
Monstrance on the throne all the day, and if a sufficient number
of lay adorers are available all during the night.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

On ihe second day of the Forty Hours, a solemn High Mass
iz celebrated at a side altar, but there is no Eucharistic Procession,
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neither is the litany of the Saints chanted. The Mass is a Mass of
peace, peace of soul with God, peace among neighbours and peace
among the nations; and what greater need is there at the moment
than a true and lasting peace, based upon the eternal principles of
Truth, Justice and Charity. This Mass for peace goes back to ‘he
beginnings of the Forty Hours Devotion in the sixteenth century,
when the devotion started to placate God’s anger for the sins of
mankind and to seek His aid to drive back the Turkish Infidel then
trying to destroy Christianity. To-day, mankind is still going the
way of evil and sin, and while the Turk has lost his force, we can
substitute what Pope Pius XI described as the ‘‘diabolical spectre
of Atheistic Communism’’ in his place,

On the third and last day of the devotion, Solemn High Mass
is celebrated at the High Altar, before the Blessed Sacrament still
on the Throne behind and above the tabernacle. After the Mass,
a Eucharistic procession is made, similiar to the one on the first
day of the devotion. The litany of the Saints is once more recited,
followed by Benediction, and the devotion of the Forty Hours is

over.
RICH INDULGENCES

The importance of this devotion in the eyes of the Church is
reflected in the many and generous Indulgences granted to those
who take part in the exercises. To mention only two—a plenary
indulgence, once a day, is granted to all who during the period of
the devotion visit the Church, on conditions that they receive the
sacraments and recite five Our Fathers, five Hail Mary’s and five
Gloria’s, together with one Our Father, one Hail Mary and one
Gloria for the Pope’s intentions. Also, the altars of the Church
are privileged during the period of the Forty Hours. By cele-
brating Mass for the repose of a departed soul, on a privileged
altar, a plenary Indulgence is gained for that soul. These are but
two of the very many rich indulgences attached to the Forty Hours,
so when we assist at the exercise, we should form the intention of
gaining all the possible Indulgences arising from this act of de-
votion,

Homage and love towards the Eucharistic King, and peace to
a world wearied of strife, these are the vital intentions of the Forty
Hours adoration. In every age, these are very necessary intent-
ions, but never more so than in our own,

In a recent survey of Mass attendance top place goes easily to Ireland,
second place to the U.S.A. In France the average is only 25 per cent.
though some parishes are 60 per cent., some only 9 per cent., with only
two per cent. of men.

Brazil’s average is only five per cent. In Spain the women are much
better than the men, but the average is not good. In Chile they hardly
ever see a man at Mass . , . . .

The next issue of ‘"Catholic Life’’ will be published on Sat., 3rd October.
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P. MOLLOY & SONS LTD.

BUILDERS 3 LIMERICK

Contractors to—5T. JOHN'S CATHEDRAL
We Specialize in Joinery
CHURCH —Seats, Galleries, Altar Rails, Confessionals

SCHOOL—Dual Desks, Presses, Blackboards, Etc.
HOUSE—Stairs, Doors, Windows, Etc.

You’re Well ahead
with O’Callaghan’s
leather afoot

Ahead in comfort and long lasting wear, for the
craftsmanship and quality of O’Callaghan’s leather
is beyond praise.  Ask vyour shoemaker to use
it iIn your next repair job. Head Office: Limerick.
Branches: Dublin, Cork and Tralee.

E. O'CALLAGHAN & SON, LIMITED,
LIMERICK.

- PUREST ALTAR WINES

WILLIAM LLOYD, LTD.

WINE MERCHANTS

106 O'CONNELL STREET, LIMERICK
Telephone—350




J. J. PHELAN,

Machine Implement Agent and Undertaker, General Ironmenger,
Seed Merchant, Funeral Furnisher, Haybarn Erector, Stationery
Warehouse, Cycle Agent.

Cycle & Motor Tyres and all Cycle & Motor Equipment
Stocked.

St. Ita’s Saw & Corn Mills, Newcastle West.

READ . . ..

THE LIMERICK LEADER

ADVERTISE IN . ...

THE LIMERICK LEADER
Published Monday, Wednesday, Friday.

Send your orders for every Printing requirement to

THE LIMERICK LEADER

And obtain full Satisfaction in Price, Quality and Service

THE LIMERICK LEADER

LIMITED.
- PUBLISHERS, PRINTERS & BOOKBINDERS

"Phone—274, LIM ERICK

i

Cruises Royal Hotel

LIMERICK

Wedding Breakfasts - Private Luncheons
and Dinners a Speciality.

Phone-—397 -




Salesian Agticultural College, Pallaskenry, Co. Limerick
(Under the Dept. of Agriculture)

Techunical and practical course given by Graduates in Agricultural
Scivncr, Bovs of fifteen years and upwards eligible,
Early application essential in order to secure a place for new
session commencing September, 16954.
Full particulars from the Rector —

Christian Brothers, Sexton St.
LIMERICK

Intermediate School and Primary School

Date of Reopening--August 30th




Bird’s-aye view of
a wonderful shine ...

SCIENCE

. For a shine that looks
s H 0 E wnnderful, lasts long,
POLISH

and gives your shoes
real protection . . . i
colowrs : Blachk, .Bmmn
Ruby, Dark Tun Light
Ton and Eﬁnmﬂ.




