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'Fl'he Munstcr plnycm re mabbed by. dehgh:cd Iol]owcrs amrr 1he gamc

BY CHARLIE MULQUEEN

Munster ek 1) pts.
New chland...‘ nil

The ‘traditional

- atmospheric  con-
 ditions of Thomeond
Park, which have
helped to create so
many . memorable
encounters in ' the
past,| were seen at
. their  very best on
Tuesday when
- Munster created
* history by beating
_the 9th New. Zea-
“Iand 'All Blacks by
12 pts. io nil. Thus
- Munster. became

the “first - Irish _side"

“ever to beat the All
‘ Blacks. ‘

In front of a rananca] 13, l)\)ﬂ
strong crowd whe (hrooged cvery
int, the fifteen red-

Russ

"["hor:us.m.at most grmouml‘dcw
= Zealand managers, was rich in his
praisc of the Munster effort. *You
put 1he Pressnre on.us with that
early try' and kept it on us to the
. finj 0, | couldn™ single out any
ayers for special men-

all ﬁﬁccn were nmg-

Munster: coach, Tom Kicrnan,
could hagdly manage a smile after
the gamé, wicnmfup was he. Yet
Tom was generous in his praise of
the New Zealand team. No, hc

-didn't think”it. the ‘greatest ever
Munsteriside, or that other Muns-
ter sid«t:u hadn't prod u&zdﬂﬂm :i:jme
‘type of spirit agninst touring sides.

ylp:me flq&nyss believed,” he said,
*‘that:to:beal a touring team you
_must have the breaks and we cer-
- tainly got :.hose 1.D-du) But the dis-
- cipli side was fantastic and

“pafi remarke

.mc;"t

i
|
l

they never cancedad a penalty in

their half of the field. We were not
pcnnhwd tor foul play either.
"Yes, it'sa great day for Munster
luxlly. especiglly as this is g of
the prentest Al Black sides,” Kier-

IF'eri‘en.:t setting

|- The setting for the game .was
{juite perfect, the fantastic interoat
being underlisjed by 1he fact that all
programmes land  match ticket

were sold out well in advance. The
crowd ringed the: piteh, which was
in beautitul epndition and the sun
lshvm: aut of 4 clear, blue sky. The
" Yputh Band may have
deiyod the start for a second or
lwo, but they were superb and
hclpcd set llm .nrnuhphuc

| Welshman,” Corris Thomas
{whose refergeing was as unob-
Lrusive as it was cfficient), set the
game in matipn to # mighty cheer
wt-3.04, and immediately the All
Blakes were on the atack. Bul in
their first mgve, Ihe
pet, for when St Wilkon, the right
ntey the line an the
< stopped dead in his

tracks by a P ishing tackle by Sca- |

mus Dennisof,

i Dennisor injured his shoulder
then, and nggravatdd it later’ with
another  great tackic on Bruce
‘Robertson. Hut he sl a lead that
Hiis team-mal¢s were only 100 anx-
10us 10: follow and the tackling of
the Munster Side was to be the key-
note of the oyerall performance.

- | The crucialMunster score, when gt

it came in thy 11th minute, was as
Dbig a surprise as il was superbl

wcreated and executed. Tony Ward,

ksion after a line-out,
pressure when he
Iplanted a beautiful litle kick at his
own 22 metreé line just behind the
backs of the All
quarters. I"mlbdll bounced Rindly

for Jimmy Bawen. who gathered it
smartly and raced upficld, going
‘inside Bruce Roberison, staggering
through fuiliback Brian McK-
echnie’$ tacklp at half way and then
isetting joff hatfoot for’the distant
fline. As 'the| cover cut him off,
Bowen turned inside at the New
|Zealand -22 | and.‘about fiftcen
metres out, thrned to find Christy
{Cantillon, hisCork Con, clubmate,
steaming up tp take a pass and race
Hn unupp(md at the posts. It was
y lany standards, with
ard, wm‘ especiaily, and Can-
ullorn all playing their parts quite
‘superbly. T

pattcm was .

Black “three-

Ward mnnncd and Thnmond
Park wax wild.

Bruce Robertson hobbled ¢ out of
the game in the 16th minute with n
leg injury and was replaced by Bill
(sborme,. Tom  Kiernan ™ inoted
nfterwards that Robertson was a
big loss to the tourists at this polnt,
for hix experience could have been
valuable. At any rate. Munster
went 3 moie p«nlllau\ front \ulhm
AiXLY secomds,

Wayne Graham wis ;wmmud
for aver-vigorous play at rmh on

I|

and it carried harmlessly, one e,
10 full-back McKechnie well short
and 1 the left of the posis. The
hupless no, 15, however, knocked
iton, and from the resultant scrun,
Donal Caniffe’s Jong low pass was
brilliantly accepted by W.m. who
dropped a goal quickly .und deci-
sively,  *

Munster were under canstint

pressure after this and it took a
great relieving kick by Ward 1a
push back the All Biacks, Four
minuted before half time, surely »
very’ vital - time, the tourisis
swarnied over the Munster line and
just when a score seemed likely
they conceded another penalty for
rough play, snd the sicge was lifted,
Back they eame, though, in the
43rd minute, only for Greg Barrett
to foil them with a magnificent
}mk up mned rnking cleanng kick
rom behind his own line,

New Zealnnd's failure to break
through before the interyal and
their inability ta breach the Muns-
ter defenve in the quarter hour
immediately aflterwards Wax
undoubtedly erucial, And as their
stayers stood firm, the Thomand
i'nr'\ crowd got behind them ax
even they have never done before.
Chants more associated with the
Anfields of this world rang out and
must have been heard :|mf.'|ppr ci-
ated lor miles around. The tension

j
|
i

A crucial mmmnt Grcvﬁar.cn gcts in his magnificent clearance from behind
before half time.

was terriblé hut on the field the
Munstermen kept their heads, The
tourists tried every ploy in their
repertoire, bul progress through
the pack was minimal, even less s
“around tho fringes of serum aml
" ruck and they could get nowhere
with the midfield sortio cither,

Great tackle

I recall a great tackle by Cotm
Tucker on Mark Donaldson when
something looked fon™ |, .. it wos
liu-.: one of countless similar ¢fforts
by the Munstenmen whose defen-

IsIve sCreen just fantstic, AnJ
L a8 time wore ever so slowly aw,
one sensed that Munster, having

veathered the storm, might just
ve one or two.more tricks up

‘their sleeve

proved. Up the {ic]d

. and & deep, probing

ard put Wilson into all

kmd\ of trouble and puanic. Even-
tually, he stumbléed over the ball as

i Lruw.r{ the line and needlessly
conceded @ 5 metre serum. Tle
heel was good, but D
stopped Capaiffe’ from pe
pass. However, the tuck w
snd Tucket was aible 0 piss o
| Ward, wha Hropped a great goud in
the minimum ufl we

Thomend Park erupied. Muns-

e leading the All Blucks by
only, eleven minutes

remained  amd the crowd were
beside  themselves, The gamie
moved into jis last lenminutes with
the New Zepdanders conmped agnin
{in Munster territory. But now they
lwere.more than a hitle rattled, All

e gambits that had proved oo
‘much for Cirdiff, West Wales and
the rest. were now poing, sadly
asteay, Quithall, Eddic Dunn, so
goud last week, was guilty of asen-

Lin

ipid penalty close 1o
the Munster line.
And whea Munster pushed the
All Blacks aver the touchline ¢
into| the barrier in front of

stand, the ciowd’s cup of joy

overflowing: The®finish came
suddenly the green pitch was swept
from view as the fans, old and
young alike, charged out 1o greet
their heroes! In they came 1o rap-
turous applause and in the manner
of thetheatre: out they came again
o acecpt the plaudits of the ador-
dng audience and to pay their own
special tribute in return by waving

thank yoli” for incredible sup-
port 1o the masses,

Proud

]

One was proud to be a Mun-
sterman on such ‘an ogcasion and
certainly we were represented out
there by fiftedn true stars, Pliyers,
many felt, just didn’t huve the abil-
ity for such a test surpassed them-
selves, lifting the level of their
game 10 new and umimagined
heights.

‘There mayi have been no md:-
vidual “man of the match,”
fificen Munstermen were
supcrh One must start wlh i‘h.
pack, for-here
glory. laid.
magnificent in the set scrums, with
Les While, Pat Whelan and Gerry
McLoughlin  completely “happy.
Mcl,ou;,hlin made a mockery al his
total omission.from the Irish panct
on ‘nlut:ln\, he 'was marvellous.
Whelanjs leadership and his
inval

considernble.

Brendant Foley, the big. man

‘had .one of his

greatest | pames in the Munster
shirt. Ha dld very well at no- 2 in
the linesout -and: g¢ven if h d
Moss Keane [and Dan:
found the hu&c Andy
of a handfulias thc

tribulions, in |other. departments.
And no praise can be too high

the wing-forwards, Colm Tucker
and Chrssty Cantillon. Young, fast

.md fat. |lu.y covered acres of

and Graham |

the ‘platform for -
They were quite -

able. work around the cuges..
of the line-ults and fucks were.
{

Racord 13 000 Strong Crowd Ask For and Bacalve An ““Encore’” From The:sr 15 Heroes

test

' Yesterday'sres

team to play Irelund ¢
had time to think ab:

ground, tacklin

feroaity and suppor

possession with 1

'\n.l whal speed
b

the Munster jene r
kept him oul last year, w
nificent al scrurmy
true captain’s pe
All Blacks as a k
witrd, but also |
many i relieving
out same big und i
Waen | mel

- tering blow on suc

sion, and the profo
all went out to, him on
ment. e

At out f, Tony
failed to find touch, I
the only ble
mature display.
betier player tow
undd he looked e

Furthermo

ol were u{ lend
Fony's.contribution ol e
Is further proof of his yz
side. '
o All the other backs pe

mrpn m, y little
sharp und sure v.hL
come his w
Moloney

fident and ne
M.'I'il}l.'S pressure.

ay
@@%5‘%‘%

him & pow
Suturdi Bt

Singipg >

A.u.v Etiden and l
Llu, fine

| THAMS
Munster-L. |
rvoweny; | M. F

Tolan

.-hhru. Corfin

(Wales)

" Got you! Moss Finn grabs Mark Donaldson.

Schoolboy soccer Tfixtures
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din nil \.ung.mm e
a'sec-

il undecided,
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