Boundary Committee - Public Consultation Document

The alteration of the boundary of Limerick City Council

This document describes the recommended boundary alteration proposed in the report of Mr John Fitzgerald and presents other relevant information, in order to inform the public consultation process.

Background

Mr John Fitzgerald, former Dublin City Manager, was asked in November 2006 to recommend proposals to address social exclusion, crime and disorder issues, and regeneration in certain areas of Limerick City, and to report back to the Cabinet Committee on Social Inclusion. Mr Fitzgerald’s recommendations were accepted by Government in April 2007, including the proposal for a limited extension of Limerick City Council’s boundary up to the Clare County Council boundary in the northern part of the city. The purpose of such a boundary extension would be to facilitate intensive development and regeneration in the Northside of Limerick, and to provide for effective and convenient local government.

Mr Fitzgerald’s report states that the boundary alteration should be achieved by agreement between the local authorities, and without prejudicing any other boundary issues.

A boundary extension would further reinforce the momentum which has already been established toward delivering regeneration in areas of Limerick city. Regeneration Agencies for each of the Northside and Southside of the city have been established to lead the development of comprehensive measures to address issues of social exclusion and disadvantage and to drive forward regeneration. The regeneration of these communities will naturally benefit the city, and region, as a whole.

The Recommended Extension

This limited extension recommended by Mr Fitzgerald would involve the transfer to Limerick City Council of territory currently within the boundary of Limerick County Council. The area to be transferred is the Limerick North Rural Electoral Division, centred on Caherdavin, which has a population of 7,251TP
PT. This area is the wedge-shaped part of part of Limerick County Council which is west of the city and north of the Shannon (see map attached at Appendix 1 and note that more detailed maps are available for public viewing at City Hall, the Watchhouse Community Library, and at County Hall), which includes the suburbs of Caherdavin, Moyross and outlying agricultural land and settlements.

There are 9 townlands in this area: Ballygrennan, Caherdavin, Clonconane, Clondrinagh, Clonmacken, Coonagh East, Coonagh West, Knock and Shannabooly. The area is traversed by the Ennis and Cratloe roads, and is approximately bounded to the south by the river Shannon, to the west by Meelick Creek, and to the north by the railway. Due to development, there is no clear geographical demarcation of the eastern boundary of this area.

It should be noted that the recommended boundary alteration Uwould notU have an impact on the boundary of Clare County Council.

The Likely Impact of the Recommended Extension

Should the recommended extension occur, the principal impact would be the inclusion of over 7,000 people, who currently live within the boundary of Limerick County Council, within Limerick City Council’s boundary. In the event of an extension of the City Council’s boundary, both authorities will work together to ensure a smooth transition. Given the significant level of existing service integration between Limerick City Council and Limerick County Council, e.g. in area such as water treatment and the fire service, it is considered that residents in the area would experience no disruption in services. 

Questions in relation to a series of technical, administrative and financial matters would arise, however, the boundary committee (see below) will be working closely with both authorities to garner their respective views and to help ensure that the impact of a boundary alteration, should it proceed, is fully understood and effected with minimum disruption.


Boundary Committee

Mr John Gormley T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, has established a boundary committee to prepare a report under Part V of the Local Government Act 1991 in relation to the administrative boundary of Limerick City Council and having regard to the recommendation in the report of Mr John Fitzgerald. The role of a boundary committee, under section 33 of the 1991 Act is to:

(i) Review the boundary to which the request relates;

(ii) Make such recommendations with respect to the boundary that it considers to be necessary in the interests of effective and convenient local government; and

(iii) Prepare and furnish to the Minister a report in writing of that review and its recommendations, which the Minister is obliged to publish.

Note that, following receipt of the committee’s report by the Minister, the approval of each House of the Oireachtas would be necessary to give effect to a boundary alteration.
The boundary committee is chaired by Mr Seamus Dooley, former manager of Wexford County Council, and also includes Mr Donal Connolly, former manager of Waterford County Council, and Mr Eoin Corrigan, of the Minister’s Department.

As of Thursday 18PthP October 2007, the committee has embarked on a public consultation process. As such, submissions are invited in relation to the recommended boundary alteration. Submissions, in writing, should be provided to

Mr Eoin Corrigan

Room 2.07

Custom House

Dublin 1

eoin_corrigan@environ.ie

not later than 5.30pm, Monday, 19 November 2007. 

Mr Corrigan can also be contacted on (01) 888 2858 in relation to relevant queries which may arise.
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Note: The area recommended to be transferred is the purple are to the west of the city. The broken red line defines the current boundary of Limerick City Council. The Moyross estate is the blue area, straddling the northwest section of the City Council’s boundary.

TP�PT Census 2006, Volume 1, Table 6, pg 94.
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