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¥ \FECSCENDED from the ancient houfe of

- Fermoy, was Dominick Roche, who was
“four times Mayor of Limerick, and who poflef=
fed more power than any other man in the
city. * This family, like many others in Ires
- land, fuffered exceedingly by their unfhaken
attachment to Charles 1. On-thisaccount, when
Cromwell came over, the firft effeéts of his
vengeance were directed againft Lord Vifcount
Roche and his brother, whom he purfued with
unrelenting feverity. They enjoyed an exten-
{ive eftate at Fermoy, and the younger branch
‘al{o poffefied the lands of Newcaftle, Mungret
and Cahiravahalla in the liberties of Limerick;
which Cromwell not only confiscated, but def-
troyed all their goods, whilft the ownersefcaped
in difguife to Waterford, where they embarked
for France, and fiill followed the fortunes of
their exiled King. . ‘
Ox the reftoration, a court of claims was
erefted in Dublin, when Dominick Roche, fon
to Jordan Oge Roche,—who was mayor of Li-
‘merick in 16;9,~laid claim to the above men-
tioned lands.” His loyalty and deferts were {o
well known, that an Habere ifTued to the coro=
ner of the city, to give him immediate poflef-
Gon. This occafioned great rejoicings in Lime-
rick, and the mayor with the city regalia, went
out on the occafion to accompany Mr. Roche.
" When they came to Groody bridge, the pro=
ceflion halted, and the coroner requefted to
have two fields near the old caftle for his ownt
ufe; Mr. Roche deemed it derogatory 1o his
dignity

* See page 273,
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dignity to give up fields thus fituated ; when
the Coroner in great paffion, faid he had bufi-
“nefs elfewhere, and could not poffibly be pre-
vailed on to ftay and give pofleflion. Mr.
Roche now fet out to lay his complaint before
the court of claims, but fo unfettled was the
kingdom at that period, fo numerous the clai-
mants, and o valuable the lands, he found the
door fhutagainft him. i ST s
. Wuen King James came to Treland, he was
~ {o well convinced of thé fervices of this family,
that he created Dominick Roche; Baron Tar-
© bert, and Vifcount Cahiravahalla: | His grand-
" fons are Thomas Roche -of Dublin, efq; and
© Sir Boyle Roche, bart: who inherits all the loy-
~alty, and all the virtues of his anceftors.. Sir
‘Boyle made early. choice of a military life; he
was taken priforer at thé fiege of Quebec; and
“ svas at the fieges of feveral fortreffes in the
Weft Indiesy after which he ferved ten years in
" ‘America, in the 27th; 28th and Royal American
~ Regiments. - When the war broke out in: Ane-
rica, Sir' Boyle ‘was zealoufly fupported and
nobly affified by Lord Kenmare and all' his
' friendsand connexions. - Hebeat tupin perfon
for recruits;: he ‘deemed: every fervice honou-*
rable, in' which he eould: ferve his King-or
“country, and in-fpite of the efforts of a party
to feduce his men, in- one week -he raifed five
" hiindred recruits for the King’s arniy. *: He
 has{erved twelve years in parliament, and has
been vewarded with a Baronetage, by a moft

' graciots-and difcerning Prince. -
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The Earl'of ‘Weftmeath’s letter to the author,
- concerning' Colonel Luttrel, &c, *
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I ‘HAD the favour of yours. I was in Lime-
rick, and prefent at Colonel Luttrel’s trial,
though neither I, nor Sarsfield, nor Colonel
FPurcell, were on the court martial. My Lord
“Tyrconnell appointed thofe he thought he had
an influence on to be on it, who, though many
‘of them wete his ‘nephews, and Marks Talbot
his baftard . fon, who -being much wounded at
‘Aughrim, came to the Court martial, Colonel
Luttrel was. acquitted, and it was impofiible
‘he could be found guilty by men that bad
either honefty or honour. 1 read. in a-printed
‘book, a falfe allegation againft Colonel Lutt-
xel, as if he had given an opportunity to
Ginkle, to haveabridge laid over the Shanndn;
Colonel Luttrel was . then confined in the caftle
of Limerick, and brigadier Clifford comman-
ded where the bridge was laid over, and by a
-very great negleé he made no oppofition to it.
‘He was for that negleét confined in the caflle,
-and I believe if..the capitulation had not been
made, he muft of courfe be condemned by a
court martial. - ‘I had a regiment of horfe, and
we were encamped on‘a mountain within three
~miles of the bridge, and the body confifted of
about 3000 men commanded by general Shel-
don; on his having intelligence that Ginkle had
laid a bridge over the Shannon, and that a great

_ number
* Harrigs Life of King William, appendix, page 73.
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number of horfe and foot had paffed it, he

marched with the horfe to Six-mile bridge,
which we pafled, and went the next day to
Clare, where we remained: till we nrade articles.
All what I write, I affure youis true, and thall
not be uneafy for that reafon, if you. make ufe
of my name. '
T am: Sir;
Your moft humble fervant,
‘ ‘WESTMEATH.* .
Crounine, Auguft 22, ' '
1740. . _ _
' To Mr. Walter Harris, Clarendons
ftreet, Dublin. B
- Thqmas,_ who, in 1714, fuq‘cce&ed-:_mf thc Earldem §fx
Weltmeath was a_lieutenant “colonel in the earl of Tyrone’s
regiment, in King James’s army, and: was. outlawed May ‘13,
1691 ; but. being in the city. of Limerick-at the capitulation,
and one of thc.u-h_o{tages,exchanged for the due obfervance of

the articles, his outlawry was reverfed and he was reftored to-
bis eftate. Sce Kimber’s Peerage of Treland, page 14 -

Yuz o of


mmaguire
Note
The History of Limerick by John Ferrar, 1787 ed., Appendix XII, The Earl of Westmeath's letter to the author concerning Colonel Luttrel, &c., p.355

Keywords: sixmilebridge clare westmesth clounine walter harris clarendon street dublin thomas 1714 earl of westmeath earl of tyrone's regiment king james's army kimber's peerage of ireland


