Today is 29th September 2008 and this is an oral history interview with Charlie Daly retired acting chief fire officer and Jacqui Hayes Limerick City archivist. 

From Matthew Potter’s history of Limerick Corporation we know that Limerick Corporation did not provide a full time, professional fire service until the 1870s, although the commissioners of St Michael’s Parish did establish the first local authority fire service in 1842. But from the 1860s Limerick Corporation did provide a part time service where members of the night watch acted as firemen. Then in 1878 Limerick Corporation established the first municipal fire service, administered by a fire committee based in Carr St initially, later Roaches St and then in Thomas St. At this stage the Fire Brigade Act of 1940 was on the statute books and this piece of legislation was the basis for the first nation wide fire fighting system and the establishment of safety standards in buildings.
So it was in this background really in 1954 Charlie that you joined the service of which you were later to become Chief fire officer. Can you recall back then what the hours of duty were and the terms and conditions and so on of the post?

 In 1954 I joined the service, in October 1954 and at that time the conditions of the post were; an 84 hour week and that consisted of twenty-four hours on duty and twenty-four hours off duty over a seven day period. The renumeration as I recall was £6,7,6 for that for the per week.
Was that considered good money at the time?

It would be the average salary for a forty-eight hour week at that time you know. Now the annual leave as well, annual leave was two weeks annual leave and you were on an incremental scale from the £6,7,6 and I forget what the top of that scale was but it took a seven year period to got through the incremental scale at the end of the seven year period you then got an extra day annual leave so you had three days annual leave. Now, there was no compensation at that time for working Saturday’s, Sunday’s, Bank Holiday’s or nights.

And you were available if needed on your day off?

You were expected to be available on your day off, for that you got a one days annual leave compensation. Now that one day was at the discretion of management you had no decision on what day you wanted to take it.
And can you remember how many staff were working then in Thomas St at the time?

You had a Chief Fire Officer which was Patrick O’Sullivan who was appointed in 1953 due to Gerard Kelly the Chief Fire Officer at that time obtaining the post of Chief Fire Officer for Cork city. Patrick O’Sullivan was assisted by Second Fire Officer Thomas Gogbh and you had one Station Officer who worked a five and a half week and was on call all other hours outside of that. Each watch comprised of eight persons, 16 staff in total, it was led by a Sub-Station Officer and a leading fireman and that was just eight, six firemen, a leading fireman and a sub-station fire officer.  

Can you recall what your main duties were throughout the day?

Well at that time there was no standardised national training for fire crews so all training was done in station by the junior officers and the firemen themselves. So each day at nine thirty hours you reported for duty and a detail for that day was read out and that consisted of what duty you were assigned to for the day whether it was the driver of a fire appliance, the driver of an ambulance, an assistant to the ambulance or part of the crew. Also your phone duties, which, the twenty-four hour period was split up into blocks of two and a half hours roughly, then at night the person who took over the phone duty at eleven o’clock, remained at that post until the off going period at half past nine the following morning. The day then consisted of training blocks, in Thomas St then there was no training yard, so the City Docks was used every morning for training. The buildings surrounding the city docks, the area of the docks itself running out hoses, making pumps down to open source water, training on how to manage and operate pumps, all that type of thing was done every day, except Saturday. You worked up to one o’clock on station duties on Saturday, that consisted of a lot of brassoing because we had a lot of brass equipment. There was a1930 Maryweather appliance which was adorned with brass, now this vehicle is in a container in the fire station at the moment being preserved hopefully somebody will come up with some finance to make it road worthy again. All the those types of jobs were done of a Saturday and on a Friday there was a total station cleaning day on which all the floors were scrubbed, everything pots and pans and the whole lot and then that was all inspected by an officer at four o’clock to know everything was okay. There was cleaning duties everyday but Friday was total day of it, there was floors to be polished, we had timber floors in the dormitory areas and they all had to be polished by hand and that. 

So it was sort of military in a sense?

It was yeah. It still is because the Fire Service carry a disciplinary code and the disciplinary code sets out the standards by which you operate in a sense. Any transgressions are dealt with by a charge sheet being written by a junior officer and that being transferred to the chief officer to hear the charge being made against one of the personnel.

The uniforms and presentation of uniforms and that kind of thing, was that emphasised as being important?
It was. At the start our uniforms consisted of, at the moment if you look at fire personnel they are dressed in the navy blue uniform which is standard and the blue shirts and ties. When I started first it was the same type of colour uniform the only difference was we had brass buttons, which had to be polished before the parade every morning and the shirt was red with a black tie and today the officer rank have white shirts with rank markings. Also protective clothing was pretty basic because you hadn’t the full protective clothing as you have today, with an over trousers and a jacket you had a three quarter length PVC type of coat and knee length leather boots and again of course the leather boots had to be polished, that was part of the parade on a Friday morning, your leather boots being polished, all your other gear, carried an axe as well, that doesn’t really happen anymore. You see the appliances at the time you hadn’t really the locker space to accommodate your equipment, so the fireman himself was tackled up with all these bits. You had an axe and a belt, a length of rope which had to be coiled in a certain way and you had a pouch with an axe on it. 

And the axe was for breaking into buildings?

It was yeah. Written on the handle- no one ever wanted to find out what was written on the handle- was tested to 20volts. 

What were the conditions like in Thomas St then?

Well, it was a two story building a converted building from a builder’s workshop and the conditions were really basic. You know you had beds, cooking facilities and you had no heating. No central heating, no hot water, you had to light a little stove in a boiler if you wanted hot water. You also had localised heating by way of a gas fire in the watch room and one old type of what was known as a potbellied stove upstairs in the dinning area. The turf for this was stored in the basement of the house next door and you had to bag this turf up and light the fire. Now, you weren’t allowed to light this fire until after four o’clock each day, when station duties ceased and I can recall times in severe winters the dining area had a glazed roof and in the morning it would be covered either in frost or often there were falls of snow and it was just snow white and there would be no heating.
What were the conditions like in relation to access to water in the city?
Well appliances did not carry water, at the moment water tenders carry 400gallons of water which will tackle most house fires without having to make down the mains water supply. But in that period we didn’t have that facility, so every fire you attended you had to have knowledge of where your fire hydrants were. That was another part of training, you walked through the city and you learned the fire hydrants, you tested the fire hydrants- were they operable and you tested them for pressure. When you were arriving out in the dark of the night you had to have in mind if your numbers on the appliance signified what your job was, you had 1-5 number 5 was the guy made down the standpipe to the fire mains to relay the water and if you didn’t know the area, you’d be shouting to some one of your pals where is the nearest hydrant to such a building, you’d have to have that in your mind. That’s a big difference at the moment.

Were there a lot of tenement buildings? 

Most of the buildings were, if you take all the area where now Arthur’s Quay is built all along there that was all tenement area. All the areas along down here close to city hall Nicholas St and all that. St Mary’s Park was well in existence in 1954, Ballynanty was a relatively new housing estate. Garryowen was in its infancy, sections of Garryowen, Prospect Ballnacurra Weston. But due to our involvement with the ambulance service we knew practically every house because we would be there quite regularly. There wouldn’t be any ownership of cars in any housing estates be it private or corporation estates. Cars were not that plentiful, taxies as well, taxies only operated until eleven o’clock at night then they just went home. They operated from the stand in Thomas St, or the stand that still exists outside the city railway station and of course taxies were expensive to the normal working person. So the normal means of transport to and from hospitals was an ambulance

So you were called out a lot really just to bring people to and from..

Oh yes, we collected people and brought them to and from hospitals, transfers even to Dublin and various other things.

*Break*

So Charlie at the time you mentioned that the fire service was also the ambulance service as well. So that took you all around the city and out to the various hospitals and so on did it?
Yes. We provided an ambulance service both emergency and accident and private ambulance service for transferring patients from hospital to hospital. Admissions of patients on the request of a doctor, where a doctor signed an admission note and then the patient rang up and you had to look for the authorisation, what doctor authorised the removal and that was often to the general hospitals and the maternity nursing homes of which there was quite a few there at that time. Prior to the building of the mid west regional maternity hospital, which is there today, there was about six to eight at least there was Bedford Row, there was St Anthony’s there was the Marrion there were two or three more and you also transferred patients from the hospitals like Barrington’s St Johns and when the Regional hospital came on stream you transferred patients to the various Dublin Hospitals.

So you had to make trips to Dublin?
In the vehicle. Now the vehicle you would be issued, that was on the road at that time, if you were to drive or even attempt to drive it now you would be put off the road because you probably have four bald tyres and your spare tyre wouldn’t be any better. Now you were also issued with a foot pump so after getting your first puncture you would have to be ready to change a tube and you had tyre levers and all that happened at the side of the road. Also for what reasons we never knew at the time about issuing orders for purchase of fuel or anything else, you weren’t allowed to do that either so you carried ten gallons of petrol in two five-gallon drums in the back of the ambulance with the patient. Petrol didn’t seem to be considered flammable liquid at that time. But from the fumes of this and the danger of an accident, if anything happened it would spill. So the vehicles were 1958 Ford V8 and there was a1947 Dodge six volt lighting which was miserable there was no heating for the driver and passenger in the front, the cab was not heated at all. There was a little heater at the back electrically controlled for the patient; frost and snow were pretty difficult you know
Was it a source of income for the Corporation, that they charged for the ambulance service or did it just kind of break even can you recall?

I think there was, I know that in the latter years there was an allowance given by the health board for providing that service and at the very end of the service, before it was taken over by the health board in 1982 they actually provided the vehicles. But not back in the early stages they did not provide the vehicles then, because I remember on one occasion the purchase of an ambulance in the early 1960s which at that time cost a little over £500, a loan had to be raised by Limerick City Council to provide that money. Also we provided a private ambulance hire then and that was charged at the rate of 2, 6 pence per mile. That was, if a patient in the county parts of Co Limerick and parts of Co Clare were going to a private nursing home or a private hospital, your instructions were that you were to collect this money on arrival at the house of the patient and if the money wasn’t forth coming you were to return to the station and leave the patient, now this was an embarrassing task.         

So Firemen were often involved in tricky situations like that from being were very much involved with the public?

Oh you were. Actually I enjoined the ambulance service, some members didn’t enjoy it but I did. It gave you a sense, a knowledge of all the housing estates in Limerick where everybody lived, odd numbers at one side, even at the other side, if there was an odd number of a house you knew exactly where to go. We also provided transport with mothers and babies to clinics. When the Regional Hospital opened they had various consultants with clinics on different days of the week and you’d have a list in the morning of maybe twenty patients who would have to be collected and taken to the clinics and they would usually be discharged again between half one and two o’clock and the reverse would happen. Also, in what is now St Camillus’ and was then known widely as the City Home there was- in the 1950s TB as a disease was rampant and there was a sanatorium in the City Home and also there was other wings of the hospital which housed other patients with TB. Some of them with very young girls, one of the wings was an old stone building which was one and did not contain a lift and you arrived there in the morning and maybe transferred twenty of these young girls they were aged between eighteen and into their early twenties and the doctors orders at the time was that they weren’t allowed to walk. You had to transport them by hand, hand lift them down the stairs into the back of the ambulance and the reverse on the way back and lift them back up the four stories again. So that was the duty.

And you were brought to the scene of accidents a lot as well were you?
We were. We were at all the scenes of accidents because we were the only transport available and even the Garda in Limerick at that time only had one car and that seemed to be, I think assigned to the plain clothes division in the early stages. So we were at the start of every incident and every row that took place outside dance halls or anything else we would be at that as well. So the ambulance service was very busy. In its latter stages before being transferred, into the 60s and 70s it was 5,000 to 6,000 calls per year and there was an organised training course for ambulance personnel in the 1960s. I took that in Dublin over a three week period and I was successful in the end of course exam, I got first place on that course.

*Break*.

Ok Charlie could you just talk to me a bit now about the other roll of the fire service which was the Coroners Court and the often being brought to the scene of accidents and that kind of thing that whole area?

Well it was necessary at the time to attend Coroners Courts due to the high numbers of fatalities on the roads particularly the Ennis Rd prior to the opening of the dual carriage way on the weekends that claimed quite a lot of lives. Then you created a bit of a conflict because if you brought the person from the scene to a hospital within the city or to the Regional Hospital in Dooradoyle the question was: was the patient dead at the scene or had they died in the hospital. In most cases they would be considered dead on admission and this caused some conflict because you were transferring the person from one Coroners Court area to another from Clare into Limerick. In attendance of those Coroners Courts, as far as I was concerned anyway, they always seemed to occur on your days leave, which you were not compensated for. 

You mentioned one of the vehicles that you had, it’s currently still in the fire station being preserved what other vehicles did you have, what other types of equipment?

Well that was a fire appliance but, in the ambulances side we had a 1938 Vauxhall and the registration number was TI3518, we had a 1939 V8 registration number Z8954 and I think that came as a war time issue through the Red Cross I think that’s where that vehicle arrived from. We had a 1947 Dodge TI4413 and a 1952 Ford V8 5626, we later purchased a Volkswagen I can’t remember the registration, we purchased it new as well. 

Charlie you covered the Limerick City area did you sometimes have to go out to the country as well like that the dispensary district number two covered out into the county as well 

We did for fire. We provided cover with Limerick’s dispensary district number two to an area as far as Doon in east Limerick and we would have Cappamore and Doon. During at the moment in farming most of the work is carried out by way of silage, cutting of silage but in them days the hay making was a priority. There wasn’t any other means of storing hay but in hay barns and some these went alight, either maliciously or by accident and that meant that you spent many hours out and often spent all night putting out hay barn fires. Now there would be no communication between yourself and the station, because as of yet two way radio hadn’t arrived on the scene, phones were pretty sparse so when you were out there you were left to your own devices. You could be there often for twenty-four hour periods and there would be no provision for food or supplying you with food or anything else.

Was it difficult to get access to water? 

Oh it was you’d have to lay hoses across fields, if you had enough of hoses, you had to make sure you had enough. You carried portable pumps, trailer pumps they were, not even what we call portable pumps as there is now, but they were heavy trailer pumps. They had to be lugged across fields to streams, or anywhere near the water and that was it you know.
And it would take a fire in a hay barn a long time to burn out?
Oh you’d be staying there, especially if there were other buildings, other farmhouse buildings and that to protect it, isolate it. You could never save it because the hay, even though you would save maybe half a barn of hay, the farmers would tell you that the cows could smell the smoke off the hay that was left and it was useless anyway.

You mentioned that you could be left out in Cappmore for 24hrs or more and nobody had phones in Limerick City then. There was a totally different communication system?

There was a very different communication system, the 999 system had not come on stream, all phone calls were made through a telecom operator, you dialled the operator and asked for a number and Limerick City had a mix of two and three digit numbers and the fire station was 72, City Hall was 456, County Council 86, Garda at William St184, Barrington’s Hospital 122 and St John’s 130. 

And that was practically it was it?
Well all the other buildings would have phones, and there would be a telephone directory with numbers in it, but as I say you dialled 0 or lifted the phone in some cases and got onto telecom staff. There was a large telecom operator staff based in Henry St, overhead the post office and then they moved over to Roaches St. Direct dialling was just not there. Even when direct dialling was introduced trunk calls could not be made by direct dialling you still had to, if you wanted to call Dublin, you still had to call the operator. That was before nationally trunk calls and I believe actually that the first area dialled outside of Dublin, that people in Dublin could dial, the first place they tried was, they could dial Naas. Why Naas now, I don’t know, but that was it.

So were most of the calls to the scene of the fire made via phone then or would it have been on foot?

Some were on foot, bicycle or whatever but there was quite a lot because most of the housing estates would have had one or two phones or the public call boxes were used more so than they are used now because of portable phones, mobile phones all in the future! They were not there.
But back then there you wouldn’t have had many rogue calls? 
We did, I remember one instance of a call and if you had actually known where the call was from you would have said the call was bogus, but in actual fact a guy set off on his bicycle and the first two call boxes that he went to were vandalised. He would have arrived at the fire station sooner, but he was going further and further in the opposite direction to where this fire was and eventually where he made the call from was totally far from where the fire was, this resulted in a death actually in the house and it came up later when they were querying the delay by the fire brigade and then we realised when we made contact with the caller that he cycled off in the opposite direction and he made a call from an area- and if you had known, if there was a facility that you knew where he was making the call from you would say that was a bogus call matter of fact it wasn’t. Also when you mentioned bogus calls there were other aspects to bogus calls, people will say, well that phone call didn’t come from that area so it must be bogus. You could take an instance where a wife would be at home and she would get into a panic, there’d be a fire in the house and what would she do, ring her husband at work and he would phone the fire brigade from work  so it was dangerous to assume anything like that.
And did things start to change, equipment and that kind of thing in the 1960s?

Well the equipment that we had back then consisted as I said earlier on of a 1930 Maryweather wheeled escape, 1952 Dennis Rolls Royce which is in Mulgrave St at the moment and is road worthy. And Maryweather was TI1244 and the Dennis TI6094. We also had an old appliance which was issued to the Civil Defence, it was a tangy pump, a 1937 [..] tangy pump issued to the air raid precautions civil defence during WW2, and that consisted of our fire fighting equipment and three trailer pumps. Now why in 1952 an open tied fire appliance was bought is questionable really, it had no cab and most of the appliances throughout Britain and Ireland had enclosed cabs, so you were going out at night in all weathers, so if it was a wet night, I remember travelling to Ennis and being soaked by the time we got there before you even started you know. 

*Break*

Charlie can you talk to me about some of the major fires that you recall in Limerick and the cause of many of these fires

Generally, the fires of tenement buildings and flats and that in Limerick, a lot of those buildings had localised heating, which at that time, what was very popular was paraffin heaters. Just stand alone heaters and if they were placed in a draft or if somebody just knocked into one, turned it over, it would set it alight the container of oil which was paraffin basically and these were the cause of a lot of fires within homes and in flats and tenements in the city, highly flammable. They were replaced, as the years came along, by the butane heaters stand alone as well, they carried the same principle and carried their own problems also. Now as you speak of fires, the largest fire in the subject of fire damage, the largest fire I attended was Todd’s Department Store in O’Connell St, William St in 1959. It had spread rapidly from the basement area due to the open floor plan and timber staircases and construction and the store contained many flammable items like carpets, lino, clothing and footwear. The fire rapidly spread and spread throughout the store and got to the adjoining buildings and then the roof set alight. The area affected was from William St to O’Connell St and around the corner to Thomas St. It was so severe that the radiant heat in William St set alight to buildings at the other side of the street and cracked the glass on the windows. In the early stages a gas main exploded in William St causing damage to the side of the Dennis Fire appliance which was parked in William St because the initial call was for a fire at Todd’s in William Street, at that time of course William St was not a one way street as it is today, you could drive both ways. A salvage operation of some of the stock got underway very quickly by army personnel and volunteers but this was abandoned due to the collapse of the upper floors. For the brigades involved it became a matter of containment, at one point thirty jets were spraying on the fire and it was an era when equipment compared to now was primitive. Breathing apparatus was not available, Limerick City was assisted by brigades from Cork city, Ennis, Tipperary, Fermoy, Charleville, Kilmallock, Rathkeale and Airentha Shannon, three buildings in the entire block were saved, [Cromors] jewellers in O’Connell St, adjoining Todd’s and a clothing retail shop next to Cromors on the corner of O’Connell St, Thomas St and a licensed premises on Thomas St. This fire attracted wide media coverage including BBC radio and the BBC phoned the watch room in Thomas St looking for information on the fire, TV had yet come to Limerick and in the weeks that followed, the demolition also attracted large crowds. The demolition company used a helicopter with a ball and chain attached which they used to knock the internal walls. Helicopters were a rare sight at this time crowds lined the streets each day watching this operation. Now luckily also no injuries were reported at this major fire. The fire was on Tuesday 25th August 1959 shortly after 11am and this date is clearly in my mind because it was three weeks previously I married my wife Marie. 
Other large fires in the city centre were Goodwin’s in William St in the 1960s, Newsom’s in William St 1954 and the shopping centre mall in 1985 on the site of the former Goodwin’s.

In the 1960s I was appointed to sub station officer, in 1971 I was appointed to Station Officer. The chief fire officer P. O’Sullivan was transferred to a new post of Chief Fire Officer Limerick County. Prior to this Limerick City Chief Officer had dual duties in the City and County as chief fire officer for both at this time the second officer Teddy McInerney was appointed acting chief fire officer Limerick City. 1972 new positions of second officer with fire preventing duties were created nationally, I was appointed to this position and it was a condition of appointment that I attend a fire engineering course in Galway for 1973 academic year and this course covered the new proposed building regulations. In 1974 I was assigned to fire prevention duties on my return and the newly appointed chief fire officer for Limerick City at that time was Michael Walsh. I remained in this post until 1982 when Mr Walsh transferred to Dublin Fire Brigade and I was then appointed to the position of acting chief officer.  
You mentioned earlier there that breathing apparatus was primitive. When did breathing apparatus and fire training for officers become much more professional?

We always carried a number of breathing apparatus sets, now we hadn’t a facility to charge the cylinders so the usage of breathing apparatus was confined mainly for the rescue of life and it was never used at that time for the protection of the wearer which it is today in all cases and sadly in the very early eighties there was a loss of life of a fire man in cork city using breathing apparatus, then nationally courses wee set up to train breathing apparatus instructors and from that it rolled out.

But by the 1970s in Limerick it was accepted that a more modern professional building and services needed to be provided?
Well the building had outlived its usefulness really and it was difficult even to contain, the vehicles were now getting bigger to house the vehicles, in 1972 we purchased for the first time a seventy foot hydraulic platform but to accommodate this in the station the floor of the station had to be lowered because of the head height the doors were not available and the floor at one side had to be lowered to allow for passage in and out of the station. A site was being sought approval was received from the department of environment for the purchase and design of a fire station and then the market trustees a site was obtained from the market trustees in Mulgrave St and I was in the position of acting chief fire officer at that time when that building was being constructed in the early eighties and it was officially opened in 1985 
So it was the first purpose built Fire Station in Limerick?

It was yes. 

And you were very involved with the design and everything at the time?

I was actually at the time because the staffing levels were very low we had one temporary engineer who had been retired from another local authority looking after planning applications and fire prevention and I had a junior engineer as well in that area, and I had nobody in operations only myself.

And was it around this time that the fire service was acquiring a lot of responsibility for fire prevention and building control and that area?

It was, because that was coming, the building regulations were coming on stream and that was part of a course that I attended in Galway and the proposed building regulations were on the table at that time and there was more involvement. We always had involvement in the licensing laws, we had input as well into planning, all planning applications were referred to the Chief Fire Officer for comment.

You had ideas about the establishment of a more centralised approach around this time?

Well in 1982 a group fire officers in the Mid-West region got together with the idea of providing a central call out system to cover the region because, with most of our adjoining neighbours in the counties, all the fires were taken by part time station officers from their own homes and either the part time station officer himself or his wife or his family were taking the calls all in the counties of Clare and Tipperary and the adjoining areas. And this was not providing, it caused a lot problems to the officers because there was an enormous task for the house holders who were taking these calls. So the idea was that we would set up a central call system and it was discussed over a period of months and there was a coordinating centre in Henry Street, it was a county coordinating office and it was through the [agents] of that office that it was being set up. But it fell through anyway for some due to technical issues and others due to lack of funding. So it all came back on stream again in 1991. Now it was decided in 1989, it was decided nationally following the Stardust enquiry, it was one of the recommendations that three such centres should be set up, the locations being Dublin, Castlebar and Limerick City and in 1990 I found myself involved again in this project. I attended courses on control central management in the UK. A building at the rear of the fire station in Mulgrave Street was redesigned to accommodate this centre, new posts of fire control officer were created and fifteen new personnel were appointed and for the first time fifteen dailies were seen in uniform in Limerick City Fire Service. Limerick Regional Control Centre was the first to go live in 1991 initially covering five counties including Limerick City and the centre now covers all of Munster including Cork City. 

It has been very successful hasn’t it?

It has been successful and it provides all the records and on very quickly all the chief officers in the counties covered can have a printed record of all of their incidents with exact time, the staff are very professional and can take and mobilise transfer those calls within a minute, the average call taking time is around fifty seconds and they had a rapid speed of typing skills and radio skills, they also had to learn radio procedures and we had to draft procedures for all the operators.

Now my last project before retirement was the building of and taking charge of a new purpose built control centre and that was up until 1997.

And when did you retire Charlie?

Well if I look back over my period a little bit I have attended many a tragic incident over the years which caused loss of life and serious injury so I’d like to pay tribute to my colleagues for their comradeship and devotion to duty over many years. Sadly most of the men I served with in 1954 have now passed on to their eternal reward and may they rest in peace. I would not have been so successful in my long career without the support of my wife Marie who I married in 1959 as I said three weeks before Todd’s fire. Rearing a family in the 1960s was no easy task because I was away from home due to the 84 hour week system which was still in place, Marie was operating almost single handed and a good job she did too. 

I retired from the position of chief fire officer 19th September 1997 after forty-three years of service. It is now 2008 and looking back, that forty-three years of service seems to have passed very fast. My spare time now is spent giving a helping hand to a group of dedicated volunteer workers in the Limerick Marine search and rescue of which I am a trustee and most of my leisure time I spend on the golf course, I have been a past captain and member of Adare Manner for over thirty years and it was a course which I cycled through on occasions on my way home from school.

Well Charlie thanks very much that was a very interesting interview and it’s great to have it recorded. Thanks again     

